
Certificate of need:
System does not
need scrapping

With the need to fix state roads and reduce

the inequity in public education, the Leg­
islature may have too much on its agenda
to get around to streamlining the certifi­

cate ­ of ­ ne ed program.
But the program needs to be overhauled.
Discussion of the proposal was spaiked by a recent letter

from the Federal Trade Commission and the U.S. Depart­
ment of Justice recommending that South Carolina repeal
its laws regarding certificates of need. Gov. Nikki Haley,
who supports getting rid of CON, had requested the opin­
ions from the federal agencies.
They said the CON process creates barriers to entry and

expansion of health care facilities, and allows existing pro­
viders to block competition. The agencies said the pro­
cess doesn't help control costs or improve the quality of
health care.

The current rules requiring an extended review pro­
cess by the state Department of Health and Environmental
Control, followed by appeals through the Administrative
Law Court, are ridiculously unwieldy.
Last year, the full S.C. House passed a bill that would

ease the rules on building or expanding hospitals and elim­
inate the state's oversight entirely at the start of 2018. The
bill, which passed 103­1, would let existing hospitals, med­
ical centers and nursing homes add beds within a mile of
their sites.

It also would allow hospitals to expand services that al­
ready are approved under the program and remove the
need to seek permission to buy costly equipment such as
X­ray machines or MRI scanners.
But the bill stalled in the Senate, where its future is un­

certain. The Senate's Medical Affairs subcommittee voted

this month to remove the sunset provision that would end
state oversight in 2018. But the bill still must clear a num­
ber of procedural roadblocks, and it is uncertain when, if
ever, it might come up for debate.
We like the idea of streamlining the process, but we

could not endorse ending state oversight altogether. There
are good reasons not to simply allow the free market to dic­
tate how health care is dispersed in the state.
As officials with the S.C. Hospital Association noted,

it's unfair to apply free­market rules to an industry where
up to 60 percent of hospital revenue comes from federal or
state sources — and those sources set the prices they pay.
The association also fears that eliminating the CON pro­
cess would end protection for safety­net hospitals (includ­
ing the Regional Medical Center in Orangeburg) that de­
liver basic health care to thousands in. the state.

With no regulation, we likely would see rapid expansion
of health care facilities in urban areas and abandonment of

rural, less­populated parts of the state. Investors inevitably
would rush to build high­profit facilities, such as heart care
centers, at the expense of other needs.
We also could see an abundance of shady MRI facilities

with low­quality equipment providing inferior or unnec­
essary services. And nursing homes of questionable quality
could sprout up everywhere.
If the Senate does take up this bill, we hope lawmakers

will be able to strike a balance between radically changing
the process and eliminating it altogether. The state needs
to be able to foster competition while ensuring that all
parts of the state have access to quality health care,

¦ From an editorial by The Herald of Rock Hill via The Associ­
ated Press
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Italian firm opens
tire plant in Upstate
SPARTANBURG (AP) ­

An Italian­based company
has opened its tire plant in
Spartanburg County.
The Herald­Journal of

Spartanburg reported that
Trelleborg Wheel Systems
unveiled its $50 million
plant on Wednesday.
The company announced

in 2014 that it would open
a plant to make tires for the
agriculture and forestry

industries.
Trelleborg has 52 em­

ployees at the Spartan­
burg plant. It expects to add
nearly IOO more workers
by 2018.
Gov. Nikki Haley says

Trelleborg is the fifth in­
ternational tire company in
South Carolina. The state
already has plants operated
by Michelin, Bridgestone,
Continental and Giti.
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Afewcorrectionson Gov.NikkiHaley's
State of the State speech

By Cindi RossScoppe

Gov. Nikki Haley hadalotof
familiar items onherState ofthe
Statebrag listlast week:
–"Number oneinforeign in­

vestment."
–"The numberone exporter of

tires."
–"Oneof the fastestgrowing

economies ontheEast Coast."
–"Thanks toyour support, we

changed the fundingformula so
that noonecan eversay again that
we educate children basedsolely
onwhere theyare born and
raised."
Huh?
DidImishear that? DidImisun­

derstand thechange theLegisla­
turemade tothe state'sbasic edu­
cationfunding formulaacouple of
years ago?Did theSupreme Court
misunderstand it, whenit contin­
uedtoinsist that the statewas
unconstitutionally failing toade­
quately educate children …based
onwhere theyare born and raised?
I checked withahandfulof legis­

latorson Thursday,and while
somehad missed that line,one
leading education advocatewho is
otherwise enthusiastic about Gov.
Haley'spublic education agenda
told meit jumpedoutat him. Ri­
diculous, hesaid.
Forall theaccomplishments the

governor cantake credit for andall
the smartinitiatives she proposed,
there were ahandfulof dissonant
chords inherannual address.
Claimsthat were at best mislead­
ing.If I'm goingtopraise herfor
hersmart proposals, I feelobliged
topointout those problemnotes.
The problem withher schools

claim isn't that lawmakers didn't
go alongwith her plantoadda
poverty weightingto thefunding
formula –they did,andit was a
long­overduechange. The problem
is that shegrossly overstated the
effect of that change–aproblem

that was compounded byher deci­
sionto appropriatethe languageof
the legaland politicalargument
that children inpoor schooldis­
trictsstillaren't receiving a decent
education.
Whenyou say"no onecan ever

say again that weeducate children
based solely onwherethey are
born and raised,"you're sayingthe
problem hasbeen solved.Ithasn't
been,as thegovernor herself im­
plicitly acknowledged with her
education proposals –particularly
the plantorecruitteachers tothe
Corridorof Shame.
As important as it wasfor the

statetoofficially acknowledge that
it costs moretoeducate poorchil­
dren thantheir better­off peers,
simply adding that weighting
didn't provide enoughmoney to
the poorest districts toaddressthat
partof the problem.
Of course,that's not theonly

reasonchanging thefunding for­
muladidn't fix those districts,and
bysuggesting that it did,or even
could, thegovernor embraced the
very "moneyis thesolution" argu­
ment that sheand other Repub­
licans rightlyreject. Moneyis a
problem, but all themoney inthe
world won't get poorchildren edu­
cated until wemake changes in
governancethat will result ingood
teachersbeing willing andable to
movetoand remaininthose
schools.
The governor'snext off­key

claim cameinher quitereasonable
argument that replacingdilapi­
dated schoolsinthe impoverished
districts is moreimportant than
constructing morecollegebuild­
ings."No onecanlook at the tui­
tion hikesparents andcollege
students have seen over the last
decade," shesaid, "and tell me
that higher educationdoesn't have
enough money."

Perhaps she's right that colleges
have enough money,but herimpli­
cationthat they'vegouged stu­
dents is terriblymisleading.The
factis that colleges have raised
tuition asadirect resultof thestate
defunding its colleges.
We'venever adequately funded

ourcolleges, and thingsonly got
worse after lawmakers decided
that lottery scholarships were"col­
lege"funding, and scaledback on
the actualfunding tocolleges.
Butscholarships merely change

the nameonthe check, not how
much money collegesreceive. So
colleges hadtochoose between
reducing quality andraising tui­
tion;they raisedtuition. Duringthe
recession, lawmakers cut funding
more, andcolleges raisedtuition
more.
The governor also presenteda

falseimpression when sherightly
called outsenators who have re­
fusedtopass legislation allowing
an independent body toinvestigate
their compliance with the state
ethicslaw andrequiring them­
selves toreport thesources of their
income.
"The Senatehasrefused toeven

vote oneither," she said."Repeat­
edly."
It's truethat the Senatenever

voted onthose twoitems individu­
ally. Butthe Senatehasvoted on
ethicsreform, and allthe versions
it voted onincluded incomedis­
closure. And inthe crucialvote in
February, GOPSens. HughLeath­
erman andLuke Rankin, the most
outspoken tea­partyRepublicans,
and allthe Democratssucceeded
inpassing an amendmentthat
stripped independentoversight
fromthe ethicsbill.
SomeDemocrats saidthey sup­

portedindependent oversightbut
weren't willing tolet other reforms
die inorder toget that. The sen­
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atorswho workedthe hardestfor
reform werewilling tolet thebill
die, because theyfeared that if
they allowedit topass without
independent oversight, it wouldbe
decades beforethey'd get another

chance.
Thatwasn't the result Gov. Ha­

ley or Ior any other reformers
wanted,but it was avote.And to
deny that isnot justwrong; it's
unwise foranyone who hasany

hopes of revivingethicsreform.
Scoppewrites editorialsand col­

umns forThe State. Reach herat
cscoppe@thestate.com followher on
Twitter @CindiScoppe.
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Senate approves Hall tolead DOT
Statesenators unani­

mously approved Christy
Hall as headof the S.C.
Department of Trans­
portation onThursday.
Gov.Nikki Haley ap­

pointed Hall asacting
secretary after former
secretary JanetOakley
resigned inJune.
Haley nominatedHall

toofficially lead the agen­
cyinOctober.
Hall, 44,hasworkedat

the Trans­
portation
Department
for more
than 20
years.
Sheled

theagency
through

October's historic flood­
ing, which closed 541
roads andbridgesat its
peak.

­ CASSIE COPE

Hall
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Senatorsset framework
for road­repair deal
Panelbackschanges tocommission
that overseesstate roadsagency

Highergas tax,driving­relatedfees
proposed earlierthisweek

BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com

Statesenators laid the framework
for aroad­repair billThursday asthe
SenateTransportation Committee
approved changing the Transportation
Department's oversight.
However, criticssaid the proposed

changewill continue toblur responsi­
bility andencourage "parochialism"
onthe Transportation Department

commission.
The SenateFinance Committee

debatedthe twootherkey partsof a
road­repair proposal earlier inthe
week–howmuch toincrease the
state's 16.75­cent­a­gallon gastaxand
otherdriving fees, andhow much to
cut incomeand businesstaxes.

SEE ROADS,5A
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ROADS
FROMPAGE3A
Senators hope tobring

the threecomponents
togetherin anamendment
toaHouse­passed road­
repairproposal that hasa
priorityspot ontheSen­
ate'scalendar, saidstate
Sen. JoelLourie, D­Rich­
land.That amendment
will emergeafter theFi­
nance Committee meets
next week,Lourie said.
Senators onthe trans­

portation panelThursday
approved expanding the
eight­memberTrans­
portation Department
commissionto10 mem­
bers.The state's 10 Coun­
cilsof Government,re­
gionalplanning districts,
would nominatethree
candidates for eachcom­
mission seat andthe gov­
ernorwould chooseone.
Thatcommission nowis
legislativelycontrolled.
Senators onthe roads

panelwere divided over
the proposal, voting9­6 to
approve it. Thatdivision
setsup afuture fight on

the Senatefloor about
whether the governor
should havemoredirect
control of thecommission.
"The idea oftranspar­

ency becomes lessand
less" withthe Councils of
Government involved, said
state Sen.LarryGrooms,
R­Berkeley, who voted
against the proposal.
Grooms, who chairsthe
Transportation Commit­
tee, supportshaving the
governor directly appoint
commission members.
Commissioners who

represent areasof thestate
will feeladuty torepre­
sent their district,rather
thanthe entire state,said
state Sen.Chip Campsen,
R­Charleston, who also
voted againstthe proposal.
"We're signaling tothe
commission parochialism
is really important tous."
But stateSen.Thomas

McElveen, D­Sumter, said
the proposal, whichhe
supported, wasan im­

provementover the exist­

ingcommission.
Commissioners now

come fromcongressional
districts that splitup coun­
ties among gerrymandered
lines, hesaid. "Wewant to
startaddressing trans­
portation needsregional­
ly."
McElveenalso saidheis

wary ofgiving thegover­
norcontrol ofthe commis­
sion, fearingconcentrating
toomuch powerin the
handsof oneperson.
Republican Gov. Nikki

Haley haspushed formore
executive controlover the
roads agency. TheHouse­
approved road­repair bills
would allowthe governor
tonameall commission
members.
Meanwhile, others inthe

road­repair fightwant
changestothe contro­
versial S.C.Transportation
Infrastructure Bank in­
cludedinTransportation
Department reforms.
S.C. CoastalConserva­

tion League directorDana
Beach saidheis hopeful

senators will abolishthe
Infrastructure Bank, which
borrows moneytofinance
road projects.
Critics saythe roads

approved by thebank too
often arepolitical pork­
barrel projects.
The Conservation

League opposes newroads
­including a proposed
Interstate 73 toMyrtle
Beach andthe extension
ofInterstate 526 inChar­
leston ­ sayingthey de­
stroywetlands and farm­
land, dividecommunities
andencourage urban
sprawl.
Despite hisopposition to

the reform passedbyhis
committee, Grooms said
Thursday's voterepre­
sented progress. "The
actions todaywill advance
an overall roads bill."

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope

FILE PHOTOGRAPH

Deterioratingspotson I­77inLexingtonCounty
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Lieutenant governor:GOP front­runnera'thoughtful'man
BY ANDREW SHAIN
ashain@thestate.com
S.C. Lt.Gov. HenryMcMas­

ter said Thursday morepeople
would back Donald Trumpif
they gotto meetthe Republican
presidential front­runneraway
from thetelevision cameras.

"(I)f youget to spend afew
minutes with him,heis a
thoughtful, bright,gentle, very
considerate man," McMaster
told The State, aday after en­
dorsing Trumpat aLexington

County rally."It's adifferent
impression fromthe oneyou
get if youjustwatchhim inthe
debates or watch himon televi­
sion. ...He's notabomb­throw­
er,not an impulsive man."

McMaster's endorsement
came asasurprise. The former
state attorneygeneral,U.S.
attorneyand stateGOP chair­

SEE MCMASTER, 8A

MCMASTER
FROMPAGE3A
manis oneof SouthCar­
olina's ultimate political
insiders, yethe isbacking
Trump, who hasnot held
elected office andis run­
ning for theWhite House
as theanti­politician­in­
chief.
"Experienceinpolitics

is notalways the deciding
factor," said McMaster,
who metwith Trump
several timesbackstage at
hisrallies. "I concluded
that Donald Trump isthe
leader we needfor this
timein ourhistory."
Endorsing Trump could

havean upside for the
lieutenant governor.Being
the firststatewide polit­
ician tobackthe New
Yorkbillionaire developer
couldland McMastera
Cabinet post or an ambas­
sadorship inaTrump
Administration, S.C. polit­
ical observers said.
McMastersaid he did

not knowifbacking
Trump wouldhurt his
potential2018 runfor S.C.
governor when Republican

Gov. Nikki Haley com­
pletesher final term.Ma­
nyof McMaster's top
financial backers areback­
ingformer FloridaGov.
Jeb Bush,whose father
andbrother won theS.C.
Republican presidential
primary en route tothe
WhiteHouse.
"You're talkingabout

the distantfuture inpoli­
tics," McMastersaid.
McMasterhad backed

U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham
beforethe Seneca Repub­
lican droppedout ofthe
presidential race Dec.21.
McMastersaid the other
GOP WhiteHouse conten­
dersall arequalified, but
hethinks Trumphas the
best chanceto winin
November's generalelec­
tion.
"Donald Trumphas

somethingextra. Hehas
an appeal tothe people
that is somethingunusu­
al," McMastersaid.
"(FormerPresident Ro­
nald)Reagan had an enor­
mous appeal,but it was
not theexcitement of the

people youseewith Do­
nald Trump."
The lieutenant governor

already had aTrump sup­
porter inhishome.
McMastersaid his wife,
Peggy, "fell inlovewhen
we methim inGreenville"
inAugust.
Graham, whohas been

oneof Trump's harshest
critics, said hewas sur­
prised byMcMaster's new
2016 favorite.
"Idon't knowwhat

Henry'sthinking, but I
admire HenryMcMaster,"
Grahamtold reporters on
Capitol Hill. "Ithinkhe
will behelpful toMr.
Trump. He willgive him
legitimacy, sortof,inthe
establishment lane."
Afterbacking Graham,

McMasterwas expected to
endorse Bush,aGOP
establishment favorite
who calledMcMasterin
an attempt towinhis
support. "He(McMaster)
saw Trumphas acomfort­
ablelead here, andit was
acomfortable thingfor
him todo,"said Barry
Wynn, aformer S.C. GOP

chairman, whois state
co­chair forBush.
The lieutenant governor

also said hereceived calls
fromtwo otherestablish­
ment presidential hope­
fuls,Ohio Gov.John Kas­
ich andNew Jersey Gov.
Chris Christie.
McMastersaid hecalled

Haley,an ally, before
announcing hisTrump
endorsementWednesday,
but hedid not speakwith
the governor,who has
criticized Trump for his
combative campaigning.
The governor,afavorite to
make GOP vice presi­
dential shortlists, hasnot
endorsed acandidate.

''GRAHAM,ONEOF
TRUMP'S
HARSHEST
CRITICS,SAIDHE
WASSURPRISED
BYMCMASTER'S
NEWFAVORITE.
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RAINIER EHRHARDTAssociated Press

DonaldTrump waves afterhewas endorsedby S.C.Lt. Gov. Henry McMaster
(right) duringacampaignstopWednesday atHarmon's Tree FarminGilbert.
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Fixesfor
rural school
buildings
introduced
inSCHouse
BYJAMIE SELF
jself@thestate.com

A billaimed atcommitting
statemoney tohelpingimpov­
erished schooldistricts re­
placeor repairaging facilities
wasamong eight proposals
introduced Thursday inthe
S.C. House.

Another billwould allow
the statetotake controlof a
schooldistrict that is failing
financially. Under current
law, the statehasthat power
onlyif adistrict is failing

academically.
The facilitiesproposal fol­

lows callsfromthe governor
andstate schoolschief this
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monthfor thestate todo
moretoimprove K­12
public schoolbuildings,
somecrumbling from
years ofneglect.
S.C.Gov.Nikki Haley

hasproposed borrowing
upto$200millionayear
for schoolfacilities. That
would createanew
sourceofmoney for
schooldistricts.Now
responsibleforbuilding
andmaintainingtheir
ownschools,districts in
impoverished,ruralareas
oftenstruggletoraise
enoughmoney just to
replace roofs,much less
renovate schools.
The proposalaimedat

improving schoolfacil­
ities, sponsoredby
HouseEducation Com­
mitteechairwomanRita
Allison,R­Spartanburg,
would createan author­
itythatcouldborrow
money onthe state's
behalf tospendonschool
facilities.
The billdoes notspec­

ify howthe statewould
pay for theprogram, how

much it wouldspendor
how themoney would be
distributed toschool
districts.Thosedetails
will beworkedout this
session,Allison said,
addingshehas asked for
the moneyto becommit­
tedannually.
"This wouldnot bea

one­year, two­yearsit­
uation," shesaid.
The billlays the foun­

dationfor allowing
schooldistricts thatcan­
not affordtorepayloans
toreceivedirectaidfrom
the state.
Districts inbetterfi­

nancialshape couldbor­
rowmoney forbuilding
work,Allison said.To
qualifyfor stateassist­
ance,alldistricts would
needtoundergo aneffi­
ciencystudyidentifying
ways theycan savemon­
ey.
Theyalso will haveto

reporttheir building
maintenanceplans.
The proposalalso calls

for schooldistricts toget
morestate moneyif they

consolidateandare able
tosavemoney onoper­
ations costs.
Thursday's introduc­

tion oflegislationcomes
after aHouse education
task forcespent ayear
comingup with proposals
toimprovethe state's
K­12public schools,es­
pecially thosein impov­
erished, ruralareas.
Notall ofthe eight bills

introduced Thursday
immediatelywereavail­
ablefor review.
According toasum­

maryof theproposals,
someof thelegislation
would putinto lawS.C.
Departmentof Education
initiativesalreadyin
motion, includingprovid­
ingtechnicalassistance
todistricts thatdonot
haveexpertiseontheir
staffs.
The governorandleg­

islatorshave beenunder
pressuretoansweran
S.C.SupremeCourt or­
dertoimprove the state's
schools.In 2014,the
courtsaidSouth Car­
olina's schoolswere un­

constitutionalbecause
they donot providean
adequateeducation.The
courthas askedfor an
updatethis summeron
what thestate isdoingto
improvethoseschools.
"The Abbevilledeci­

sionbrought necessary
attentiontothe critical
stateof SouthCarolina's
educationdeliverysys­
tem,"House SpeakerJay
Lucas,R­Darlington,said
inastatement after the
billswere introduced.
Lucas wasreferring to

acourt rulinginacase
wheremore than30
impoverished, ruraldis­
tricts­including Abbe­
ville ­suedthe statein
1993 for moremoney.
"At the endof theday,

ourjob istoprovide
schooldistricts and
teacherswith the tools
they needtogive every
childthe opportunity to
succeed," hesaid.
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Firstday of schoolat BenLippeninthe Midlandsin2015.
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Flooded farmersgain
support from Housepanel
Housecommittee votestoestablishfundtohelp
floodedfarmers

Amount andsourcestillunder discussion

BY SAMMYFRETWELL
sfretwell@thestate.com

Withtorrential rains
falling last October, Jere­
myCannonwatched help­
lessly aswaterflooded the
fields ofcotton, tobacco
andsoybeans he had
tendedcarefully through
the summer.
His ClarendonCounty

farm waswashing away ­
andso were theprofits he
needed to make ends
meet.When therainfinal­
ly stopped, therewasn't
much lefttoharvest. Can­
non figures helostnearly
$400,000, a staggering
amountthat has madeit
hard to pay offfarmloans
and preparefor the2016
planting season.
"We needhelp to save

ourfarms and saveour
communities,''Cannon
told legislatorsThursday.

Cannon, 34,isone of
thousandsof farmers
across SouthCarolina who
couldreceive benefits
under a farm­aidplana
House budgetpanelap­
proved Thursday.The
House WaysandMeans
subcommitteeagreed to
establish afund for farm­
ers whoneed assistance in
recoveringfrom aflood
thathit whilemany of
themprepared toharvest
crops.
The amount andsource

of money forthe fund
havenot been finalized,
and thebill wouldneed
approval fromthe House
and Senateat atime when
the stateis grapplingwith
other costs, suchas road
repair anddamrecon­

struction, thatresulted
from theOct.4flood.
Gov. Nikki Haley,who

couldvetothe bill, also
has declinedtoseek some
federal money for farm­
ers, sayingshedidn't
want tosingleout one
industry over another.She
has saidfarms already are
subsidizedby thegovern­
ment in ways other busi­
nesses arenot.
But boostersof astate

fund saidit's worthwhile
because farmers putfood
on thetable. Muchof the
money couldcome froma
more than $80 million
state savingsaccount
established forunexpect­
edneeds, said Rep.Brian
White,an Anderson Re­
publican whochairsthe

HouseWaysand Means
Committee.
"Weare trying togive

themahandup,'' White
said.
The fallfloodcaused an

estimated$400 millionin
losses forSouth Carolina
farmers.Testimony law­
makers heard Thursday
indicatedcrop insurance
wasn'tadequate todefray
unusuallyheavylosses.
Thebillsaysthestate

wouldprovideupto20
percentofthemoneylost
byeachfarmerwhocan
verifyhisorhercroplosses
asaresultoftheflood.The
billcapstheamountofthe
grantsat$100,000per
farmerperdisaster.A
seven­memberboard
wouldoverseethepro­
gram.
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Bill to
helprural
schools
introduced
BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com
COLUMBIA

A billaimed at commit­
ting statemoney tohelp­
ingimpoverished school
districts replace orrepair
agingfacilities wasamong
eight proposals introduced
Thursday inthe S.C.
House.
Another billwould allow

the statetotake control of
a schooldistrict that is
failing financially. Under
current law, thestate has
that poweronly ifadis­
trict is failing academical­
ly.
The facilitiesproposal

follows callsfrom the
governor andstate schools
chief this month forthe
statetodo moretoim­
proveK­12 publicschool
buildings, somecrumbling
fromyears of neglect.
Gov.Nikki Haley has

proposed borrowingup to
$200 million ayear for
schoolfacilities. That
would createanew source
of moneyfor school dis­
tricts.Now responsible for
building andmaintaining
their ownschools, districts
inimpoverished, rural
areas oftenstruggle to
raise enoughmoney just
toreplace roofs,much less
renovate schools.
The proposal aimedat

improving schoolfacil­
ities, sponsoredby House
EducationCommittee

chairwoman Rita Allison,
R­Spartanburg, would
create anauthority that
couldborrow money on
the state's behalftospend
onschool facilities.
The billdoes notspecify

how thestate wouldpay
for the program,how
much it would spendor
how themoney would be
distributed toschooldis­
tricts.Those detailswill be
workedout this session,
Allison said,adding she
hasasked for the money
tobecommitted annually.
"This wouldnot bea

one­year, two­yearsit­
uation,"shesaid.
The billlays the founda­

tion for allowingschool
districts that cannot afford
torepay loans toreceive
directaid from thestate.
Districts inbetterfi­

nancial shape couldbor­
row money for building
work,Allison said.To
qualifyfor stateassist­
ance, all districtswould
needto undergoan effi­
ciencystudy identifying
ways they cansavemon­
ey. They alsowill haveto
report their building main­
tenanceplans.
The proposal also calls

for schooldistricts toget
morestate money ifthey
consolidate andare able
tosave moneyon oper­
ations costs.
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Bill aims to train
students,

unemployed
for available jobs
SEANNAADCOX
Associated Press
COLUMBIA ­ South

Carolina would pay for high
school students and the un­
employed to train for jobs
available locally under legis­
lation that overwhelmingly
passed the House.
The bill approved 106­5

Wednesday expands dual­
enrollment opportuni­
ties for high school students
so they can take courses
that count toward their di­
ploma and a technical certif­
icate or an associate degree.
It also provides scholarships
to the state's unemployed
so they can train for a job in
their area.
Ways and Means Chairman

Brian White, the bill's spon­
sor, said South Carolina's
future depends on all busi­
nesses, whether they're being
recruited to the state or have
been here for decades, being
able to hire locally. The goal is
to match training with busi­
nesses' workforce needs.
"If we can't do that as a

state, we need to pack up our
tent and head home. We'll
be dead in the water. This is
something vastly needed,"
said White, R­Anderson.

Before the vote, the state's
business, school and agency
leaders filled the Statehouse
lobby to show their support.
Although the state's un­

employment rate stood at 5.5
percent in December, about
124,000 people are still out
of work despite 60,000 job
openings statewide, Gov.
Nikki Haley said.
"There is no reason we

can't connect the dots," she
said, touting the businesses
recruited to the state during
her tenure. "Those jobs don't
mean anything if it's not
our South Carolinians get­
ting those jobs. ... We need
to make sure everyone who
wants a job gets a job."
The cost of the "Pathways

Initiative" is unclear.
Several counties are pilot­

ing the program this year with
$5 million from the state.
White said more money is
needed but the amount will
be part of the budget debate.
The legislation creates

a council to coordinate all
workforce training offered
by various state agencies. Its
responsibilities will include
surveying businesses to de­

termine their hiring needs
and working with technical
colleges to fill in any gaps.
The council would also

dole out tuition scholarships
for adults who need school­
ing to get a job, as well as
grants to pay for books and
other fees they can't other­
wise afford.
"If you want to get a cer­

tificate to be a welder, it's ex­
pensive. We're trying to re­
move hurdles for folks,"
White said.
State schools Superinten­

dent Molly Spearman was
among those applauding
the legislation. Earlier this
month, she asked legislators
to pay for dual­enrollment
classes. Students often must
pay out of pocket to take a
technical college course,
which poor students can't af­
ford, she said.
"Many of our students now

in high school are graduat­
ing with two­year degrees.
They're ready to go to work,"
she said Wednesday. "Many
are coming out with indus ­
try certifications. We need to
give them more opportunity
for that."
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