
SC's Haley: 'Goodbye
thisis, for now'
Excerpts fromGov.Nikki
Haley's finalState ofthe
State address, asprepared
fordelivery Wednesdaynight
to ajointsessionof the
S.C. GeneralAssembly:

"Idon't presumeto know
whatpeople will remember
from my time asgovernor–I
imagineit willbe different
foreveryone. But Idoknow
some of whatIwill takefrom
thelastsix years,some of
whatIwill remember.
"Iwill rememberthatwe

brought alevel of account­
ability to state government
thatneverexisted before,
and thatlegislators now
show their votesonthe
record,disclosewho pays
them,and nolongerpolice
themselves.
"Iwill rememberthatwe

changed thestructure of a
state governmentthat was
antiquated and broken. ...

"Iwill rememberthewil­
lingness of thepeople inthis
room to step into someone
else's shoes, findgenuine
understanding,remove a
divisivesymbol of an oppres­
sive past andmove South
Carolina forward. ...
"Iwill rememberthedev­

astating fire inGeorgetown,
thetwowinterstorms,the
shootingof an unarmed man
by aNorth Charlestonpolice
officer, thehate­filled atroc­
ity committed against12
faithful men andwomenin
themostsacred of places,
the1,000­year flood, theloss
of apreciouschildto a
schoolshooting, and Hurri­
caneMatthew.
"But above all, Iwillre­

memberhow thegoodpeo­

ple of South Carolina re­
sponded to thosetragedies,
with love and generosityand
compassion, andwhat that
hasmeant forour state.
"I spoke earlier of my dear

desire to seethe imageof
SouthCarolinachanged for
the better. Standing here
tonight,Ican say withevery
confidence thatit hashap­
pened, thatthat desire has
been fulfilled.
"But not becauseof me.

The peopleof South Carolina
accomplished thehighest
aspirationIhad forour state
all ontheirown.
"Theydid it by showing

the entire worldwhat love
and acceptancelookslike.
Theydid itby displayingfor
all to seethepowerof faith,
of kindnessand of forgive­

ness.They didit by stepping
up to every challenge,
through every tragedy, every
time. ...
"What a blessing to serve

suchpeople. What apro­
found blessing. Thank you
for givingour family this
opportunity. ...
"It is abittersweetthing ...

movingonfrom this state
that Isolove. ...
"When thebittergets a

little toostrongfor the
sweet, Itryto thinkof the
children's author,A.A.Milne,
whose loveable character
Winnie­the­Poohsoputit
like this: 'How luckyIamto
have somethingthatmakes
sayinggoodbye sohard.'
"And goodbye this is, for

now."

ONLINE

THESTATE.COM: Read Gov. Haley's

full speech online.
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Supreme Court
setto hear
lieutenant
governorissue
BY CASSIECOPE

ccope@thestate.com
The S.C. SupremeCourt could

decidesoon whowill choosethe
state's next lieutenantgovernor.
The courtwill heararguments in

that disputeJan. 18at 2:30p.m.,
stateSen.Tom Davis, R­Beaufort,
saidWednesday.
Davis had asked thecourtto rule

the governor cannotappoint the
lieutenant governoruntil after the
2018general election.
In2014,votersapproved acon­

stitutional amendmentallowing
the governor andlieutenant gover­
nor–nowelected separately–tobe
elected onthe sameticket starting
in2018, asthe president andvice
president are.
However, ratificationlanguage

for theamendment omitteda2018
startingdate forthe governor to
gainthe ability toappointanew
lieutenant governorif that post
becomes vacant,Davis says.
The issuehasmore urgency

becauseS.C. Gov.Nikki Haley is
slatedto jointheTrump Adminis­
trationas ambassadortothe
United Nations. Thatwill elevate
Lt.Gov.Henry McMastertothe
Governor's Mansionbut leave
open thestate's No. 2elected post.
Itis unclear whether McMaster

thencan namehis lieutenantgov­
ernor or theSenate presidentpro
temporewill moveuptothe post.
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STATEOF THESTATE ADDRESS

Gov. HaleytellsSC
goodbye, 'for now'
As shepreparesfor herappointment asUNambassador,
governorreflectson thepastsix years ofchallenges
BY CASSIECOPE

ccope@thestate.com

Nikki Haley reviewed
her six yearsas South
Carolina'sgovernor dur­
ingher final Stateof the
Stateaddress Wednesday,
touting bringingjobs to
the PalmettoState, re­
branding the state's image
andspending more on
schools.
"Ladies andgentlemen,

the stateof ourstateis
blessed,"Haley told law­
makers.

Haley,the firstwoman
and firstminorityelected
tolead South Carolina,is
poised toresignas gover­
nor tojointhe Trump
Administration.Aconfir­
mationhearingon her
nominationto beU.S.
ambassador totheUnited
Nations is set fornext

SEEHALEY,6A

''EVERYSINGLEONEOFOUR46
COUNTIESHAS
SEENNEWJOBS.
EVERYONE.
Gov. NikkiHaley

MOREINSIDE

A lookatGov. Haley's
#SweetMemories onher Twitter
feed,1C
Democratcallsfor solutionsto
long­standingproblems,6A
Excerpts from Haley's Stateof
the State address,6A

ONLINE

THESTATE.COM: Thefull text of
Haley's speech andstate
Sen. ThomasMcElveen's

Democraticresponse

FROM PAGE1A

HALEY
Wednesday.
Haley directlyad­

dressed Lt.Gov.Henry
McMaster, whowill be­
come governor. "Your
love ofSouth Carolina
gives megreatcomfort, as
I knowyoucherish our
stateand itspeople, andI
knowyou'll take careof
them."
Much ofHaley's ad­

dresswas,in fact,agood­
byetoSouth Carolina­
"fornow,"the Lexington
Republican said.Reaction

fromthe GOP­controlled
Legislature,with whom
Haley frequentlyhas
squabbled, wassubdued,
seldom interrupting her
with applause.

SUCCESS INJOBS
Recounting hersix years

inoffice, Haleysaid an
economicrevival hastak­
en placeinSouth Car­
olina.
Shetouted herjobs

record, sayingher office

hasannounced 85,613
new jobs and$21.5 billion
incapital investment.
"Every singleoneof our

46counties hasseen new
jobs,"Haley said. "Every
one."
Shealso highlightedher

pushfor changesin the
state's K­12education
system,including holding
back third­graderswho do
not readproficiently and
providing readingcoach­
es.
Democrats saidRepub­

lican Haley leftkey prob­
lemsunsolved.State Rep.
John King,D­York, said
Haley is leavingoffice
with S.C. roadsand
bridgescrumbling,and
without asolution tofully
fundingthe state's
schools.
"Even thoughshe is

leaving, shecouldhave
stillcalled onthe Legisla­
tureto ...continue towork
oneducation, work on
roadsand bridgesand
infrastructure, and eco­
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nomicdevelopment," said
King, chairman ofthe S.C.
LegislativeBlack Caucus.
"Unfortunately,we didn't
get that tonight."

'A GREAT DAY IN
SOUTHCAROLINA'
Much ofHaley's speech

was apeptalk.
Shepraised her alma

mater,ClemsonUniversi­
ty, foritsnationalfootball
championship winMon­
dayover Alabama. "IfI
wasn't proudenough of
this statealready, our
ClemsonTigers winning
the nationalchampionship
tookit toawholenew
level."
Shealso praised the

state's improvedimage.
Whenshe firstranfor

governor in2010, Haley
saidshe oftenheard peo­
ple speaking negatively
aboutSouth Carolina.
"Those were difficult

words tohear,"Haley
said."This wasthe state
that adoptedmy parents

and thestatethat raised
me."
But, sheadded, "South

Carolina wasneverthe
stateit was portrayedto
be.Weare so much more
thanthe punchline ofa
late­night joke.Wealways
havebeen."
As governor,Haley

pushed forS.C. state em­
ployeestoanswer phones
with: "It'saGreatDay in
SouthCarolina, howmayI
help you?"
"They hatedit," Haley

saidWednesday. Now,
Haley saidshealmost
always hearsher "Great
Day"tagline wherever she
speaks. "Andthey are
right.Because it almost
always is."
Butmuch of that great­

ness, shesaid, isattribut­
abletothe reactionof S.C.
residentstohardships and
tragedies ­flooding,a
hurricane, ahuge fire,a
police shooting andthe
EmanuelNine massacre.
"Iwill remember how

the goodpeople ofSouth
Carolina respondedto
those tragedies,with love
and generosityandcom­
passion,and whatthat has
meant for ourstate,"Ha­
ley said.

A NEW GOVERNOR
McMasteris expected to

bringadifferentstyle to
the Governor'sMansion.
Haley,for instance, has

been criticizedfor being
quick toblast those who
don't agreewith her.
McMaster, meanwhile, is
known asan affable polit­
ician,and fellowRepub­
licans inthe GOP­con­
trolled Legislature are
hoping hewill bemore
willing tocompromise.
Haley said"it hasbeen

a littleamusing"to read
comparisonsof the two
stateleaders, sayingsome
havebeen accurate, others
not. "(F)orclarity'ssake,
here aretwothings I know
for certainwehave always
shared: alove of South

Carolina andalove of
music,"Haley said.
SaidMcMaster, "We're

going tomissher."

Haley's UN
confirmation
hearingnext
Wednesday
S.C. Gov. NikkiHaley will
appearbeforethe U.S.
Senate ForeignRelations
Committeenext
Wednesday at10 a.m. for a
hearing onher nomination
to beU.S. ambassadorto
the UnitedNations.Haley
has saidshewill resign as
governor once sheis
confirmedby the Senate
for thepost.

­BRISTOWMARCHANT
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SEAN RAYFORD Associated Press

Gov. NikkiHaley celebrates theClemson football nationalchampionship winwhiledeliveringtheState ofthe State
addressWednesday night.

SC0148 State
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 01/12/2017

Gov. HaleytellsSC goodbye, 'for now'
BY CASSIECOPE ccope@thestate.com
104.78 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 3

67012-01-12_1002.pdf

County: Richland



SC0148 State
Page Number: 17Publication Date: 01/12/2017

NIKKIHALEY ON FAMILY, FOOTBALL AND SC IN TGHE NEWS

184.60 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 1

67012-01-12_17001.pdf

County: Richland



CHARLESTONCHURCH MASSACRE AFTERMATH

South grappleswith
Confederate flag's future
BY ROSALINDBENTLEY

The AtlantaJournal­Constitution

ATLANTA

As afederal jurydecided
togive Dylann Roofthe
death penalty for hismas­
sacreof nineAfrican­Amer­
ican churchgoersinChar­
leston,the restof theSouth
is stillgrapplingwith one
contentious symbolthat
Roofembraced.
Photoswhich emerged

showingRoof posing with
the Confederate battle flag
inthe monthsleadingup to
the killingsleft littledoubt
about the gunman's motiva­
tion. Both Alabamaand
SouthCarolina hauled down
their ownemblems from
stateCapitol grounds. And
pressure grew toeliminate
Confederate iconography
fromother public places.
Now,more than18

months later, asajuryhands
down Roof's punishment,
the national andstatewide
momentum toremovethe

Confederate flag frompub­
licspheres has slowed,al­
thoughlocal efforts contin­
ue. It's anatural ebb and
flow that happensafter any
majorflash point moment,
observers say. Butfor the
South, the disputeover Civil
Warsymbols never quite
seemstoabate.
ManySoutherners, black

andwhite, saidtheConfed­
erate flagharkens back to
thedays of slavery,the ugly
JimCrow eraand contem­
poraryneo­Nazi move­
ments. Inthe monthsafter
thekillings, that argument
forcedaspateof initiatives
toremovenot onlythe flag
fromgovernment properties
aroundthe South,but also
toremovemonuments of
Confederate generals from
publicproperties anderase
their namesfrompublic
schoolsand buildings.

Alabama Gov. Robert
Bentleysummarily hadfour
ofthe flagsremoved from
hisstate's Capitol. When
SouthCarolina Gov. Nikki
Haley signedalawtotake
downthe flag frominfront
ofthe StateCapitol inCo­
lumbia,it seemed theanti­
flagpushhad gained signif­
icant momentum.After121
years,amassive statueat
theUniversity of Louisville
wasremoved late last year
with planstorelocate it toa
city45 miles away.
"There's alotmore built­

upresentmentagainst those
symbolsthenIthinkI
realized,"said Kenneth
Noe, professorof Southern
history at AuburnUniversi­
ty.
In Georgia, thedebate

heated up quicklyafter the
Charleston shootings. A

flurry ofmeasures were
proposed, and someaction
taken.
Justacouple ofmonths

after the murders, Gov.
Nathan Dealsigned a mem­
orandum that changed the
names Confederate Memo­
rial Day andRobert E. Lee's
Birthday fromeponymous
holidays tomoregenerically
named "State"holidays.But
while Deal supported amea­
sureto mounta"freedom
bell"in honor ofthe Rev.
Martin Luther KingJr., atop
Stone Mountain, he called
efforts to havetheimages of
three Confederate leaders
erased fromthemountain's
face "notuseful."
But asthe 2017 legislative

session prepares toget un­
derway, nobills havebeen
filed regarding the Civil War
symbols.

''THERE'SALOTMOREBUILT­UP
RESENTMENTAGAINSTTHOSESYMBOLS
THENITHINKIREALIZED.
Kenneth Noe, professor of Southern history at Auburn
University
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McElveento giveDemocrats' reply to State of State
BYAVERYG. WILKS

awilks@thestate.com
StateSen.Thomas McEl­

veen will givethe Democratic
response toS.C. Gov.Nikki
Haley'sState ofthe State
address Wednesday.
The 38­year­oldSumter

Democrat toldThe Statehis
prerecordedvideoresponse
will highlightproblems the
statefaces again this year,
includingitsunderfunded
pensionsystem,crumbling
roadsand malignedpublic
schoolsystem.

"It's time
for the legisla­
tive branch
and theexec­
utive branch
of ourgovern­
ment towork
together with
a senseof
urgency toanswerthe bellin
South Carolina,"saidMcEl­
veen, consideredarising star
inthe state's minority party.
McElveen saidTuesdayhe

will appealdirectly toGOP
Lt. Gov.HenryMcMaster to
help fix those problemsdur­
ing thislegislative session,

which started Tuesday.
McMasteris expectedto
becomegovernor within the
next month,after Haley is
confirmed asU.S.
ambassador totheUnited
Nations.
"This oneisalittlebit

uniquebecausewe anticipate
we'regoing tohaveanew
governor,but we'regoing to
havealot ofthe samechal­
lenges,"McElveensaid,
adding hisspeechwill "be
geared moretoward talking
aboutsome ofthe things the
Legislature has failed toget
done and someofthe things

the governor hasfailed toget
done."
McElveen, an attorney

whose Senatedistrict extends
into Richland County,said he
expects Haleyto detailher
successes duringhersix
years as governor. But,he
added, S.C. leadershave
ignoredoutstanding issues
and "now thechickens are

SEESPEECH, 6A

ONLINE

THESTATE.COM: McElveen givesa
preview ofthe Democrats' response.

FROM PAGE3A

SPEECH
coming hometoroost."
"When youtalk aboutthe chal­

lenges­the infrastructure, the
pension fundand publiceducation
inthis state ­theone thingthey
havein commonisthey haveall
been neglected andignoredfor too

long,"McElveen said.
"A lotoffolks havehad frustra­

tion that we knowwhatsome of
these issuesare,we knowthe

McElveen

thingsthat we havetoget done,
andwe needtojust goand do
them.That's goingtotake some
courage,somestrongwill and some
bipartisanship,quite frankly."
Haley willgive what isexpected

tobeher finalState ofthe State
address Wednesdayat 7p.m.

SC0148 State
Page Number: 3Publication Date: 01/11/2017

McElveento giveDemocrats' reply to State of State
BYAVERYG. WILKS awilks@thestate.com
25.11 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 1

67012-01-11_3002.pdf

County: Richland



Haley's
legacy:
'History
willjudge'
SouthCarolina's firstfemale

andminority governorwill give
her finalState of theState
address Wednesday.

BY CASSIECOPE
ccope@thestate.com

S.C. Gov.Nikki Haley will
reflect onhersix years as S.C.
governor when shegives her
final Stateof the Stateaddress
Wednesday.
"Youreflect onthe hard

times,and youreflectonthe
good times,"Haley saidinan
interview Monday."Youreflect
onthe relationships."
Haley will resignas governor

tojointhe Trump Adminis­
trationafter sheis confirmed by
the U.S.Senate tobecomeU.S.
ambassador totheUnited Na­
tions.
South Carolina'sfirstfemale

and minoritygovernor will leave
a complicatedlegacyof dramat­
icsuccesses, halfmeasures

celebrated assuccesses and
agencies that failed toprotect
the state's residents.
Haley will beremembered for

comfortinggrieving SouthCar­
olinians inthe wakeof theChar­
leston EmanuelAME Church
shooting andsuccessfully push­
ingtoremove theConfederate
flag fromthe StateHouse
grounds.
The Lexington Republican

thrivedduring natural disasters
­managingthe state's response

SEEHALEY,6A

Stateof theState

What: Gov. Nikki Haley's
finalState of theState

address

When: 7p.m.Wednesday

How towatch: SCETV or
scetv.org
.......................................................

MOREINSIDE

S.C. Gov. Haley onDonald Trump,6A
Legislatorswillpush medicalpot bill,3A
Troubledstatepension system takescenter
stage, 3A
Sumtersenator willgiveDemocratic
responseto Haley, 3A
Graham,Scottendorse Trump's nominee to
be attorney general,4A
Scoppe:11 of ourlawmakers'worstideas
for2017,2C

FROM PAGE1A

HALEY
towinter storms,historic
flooding and Hurricane
Matthew.
Haley'slegacyalsoin­

cludesannouncingthou­
sandsofjobsinthePal­
mettoState,highlightedby
Volvo'sdecisiontobuilda
BerkeleyCountycarplant.
ButHaley, whooften

clashedwith S.C. law­
makers, alsoaccepted
partialsteps ­that she
claimedas victories ­on
issuesthat she cham­

pioned, includingrestruc­
turingstate government
andtoughening state
ethicslaws.
Agenciesunder Haley's

oversightalso failed S.C.
residents.Children died
under the supervisionof
the S.C. Departmentof
SocialServices. Poorly
regulated dams broke
duringheavy rains.Hack­
ers stoleS.C. taxpayers'
personal information.
"Iwalk outof this door

knowing that I workedas
hard asIpossibly could
putting every ounceofmy
being into SouthCarolina,
lovingastatethat raised
me,"Haley saidearlier
this week."We moved the
ballinthis state, andwe
moved theball becauseof
the wayIpushed through
andbecause ofthe wayI
stood upand becauseof
the waythat I made my
voiceknown.
"In somecases, it

worked, andinsome
cases, it didn't."

REMOVINGTHE
CONFEDERATE FLAG
On June 17, 2015,nine

black parishioners ina
Biblestudy at Charles­
ton'sEmanuelAME
Churchwere shot and
killedbywhite suprema­
cist Dylann Roof.
The dayafter theshoot­

ings, Haley joinedChar­
leston leadersfor anews
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conference. Shefought
tears, trying toarticulate
what thekillings meant.
"We wokeup todayand

the heartand soulof
SouthCarolina was bro­
ken," Haley said,weep­
ing."Parents havetotry
toexplain totheir kids
how theycan go tochurch
andfeel safe, andthat is
not somethingweever
thought we'ddeal with."
Haley transformed that

sadness intoremovingthe
Confederateflag, which
Roof hadposed with,
fromthe StateHouse
grounds. "Weare not
going toallow thissymbol
todivide us anylonger,"
Haley saidtoapacked
newsconference.
Legislators quickly

agreed.The flag wasfur­
led July 10,2015.
"Sheactedswiftly,

gracefullyandwithgreat
leadership,"saidformer
S.C.Gov.DavidBeasley,
whoin1996unsuccessfully
proposedmovingtheflag.
"South Carolina isnot

the statethat peopleas­
sumed it was orthought it
was yearsago,"Haley
saidearlier this week.
Havinggrown upin

ruralSouth Carolina,
Haley saidshehas
watched racerelations ­
oftendivided bythe flag
­change.
"I'vewatchedtheaccep­

tance.I'vewatchedthe
kindness.I'vewatchedthe
respectthathasplayed
out,"shesaid."Arewe
goingtohaveracialissues?
Wealwayswill....But
(aftertheEmanuelslay­
ings)SouthCarolinians
hadthechancetoput
themselvesinotherpeo­
ple'sshoesand...seethat
therewasahurtfulsymbol
thathadbeenhighjacked
byamurdererandmadeto
besomethingotherthan

whatitwasintendedto
be."

THE JOBSGOVERNOR
Haley'sState House

office is decoratedwith
groundbreaking shovels
andhard hats.
WhenHaley took office

inJanuary2011,South
Carolina hada10.5 per­
cent jobless rate andwas
reelingfrom theGreat
Recession. InNovember,
that jobless numberwas
4.4 percentand thestate
boastedmore than2.2
million jobs, 400,000
morethan in2011.
Haley'slargest econom­

icdevelopment coupwas
convincing Volvotobuild
aBerkeley Countyauto
plant.
Other sectorsexpanded

as wellas theeconomy
recovered nationally.
Today,for instance,

SouthCarolina is the
country'sNo. 1 tirepro­
ducer, havinglanded
Continentaland Giti
plants under Haley.
"Oneof the bestthings

aboutGovernorHaley is
the jobsshe's broughtto
SouthCarolina,"said Sen.
KatrinaShealy, R­Lexing­
ton,notingLexington
tiremaker Michelin also
expanded duringHaley's
tenure.

CRIPPLEDBY POOR
RELATIONSHIP WITH
LEGISLATORS?
While Haley had real

successes, shealso proved
willingto declarevictory
when issueshavenot
been resolved.
Forexample,Haley

pushed forlawmakers to
tighten thestate's ethics
laws. Lastyear,lawmak­
ers passedalawcreating
an independent ethics
commissionto investigate
lawmakersand requiring

legislators toreport their
sources of privateincome.
"We reallybrought

accountabilitytothe sys­
tem­whetherit was
recorded votesonthe
recordor whether it'snow
that elected officialshave
toshow whopaysthem
andthe factthat they
don't policeeach other
anymore," Haley said
earlier this week.
However, watchdogs

say those ethicsreforms
don't gofar enough.
Forinstance,lawmakers

arenotrequiredtodisclose
howmuchmoneythey
earnfromprivatesources
orrequiredtoreportif
theirbusinessesearn
moneyfromgroupsthat
lobbystategovernment.
Haley'salmost poison­

ousrelationshipwith
legislativeleadersof her
ownparty,who control
the Houseand Senate,
was partof theproblem,
says JohnCrangle, head
of S.C. CommonCause.
"NikkiHaley antag­

onized the leadershipof
the Legislature almost
fromthe get­go,"Crangle
said.
Duringher firstterm,

Haley,aformerlegislator,
issued reportcards for
lawmakers.
Afterabandoning that

idea,she oftentook to
socialmedia, calling out
specific legislators she
disagreed with. Lastyear,
shecampaigned against
Senateleaders.
As aresult,Haley's

bully pulpitlostmuch of
itscloutwith legislators.
"She was unable to

really domuch topush
the ethicsreform,"Cran­
gle said.
"There'salotmorethat

should havebeendone
(that),obviously, wasn't
done inlarge partbecause

Haley wasnot an effective
advocate with theGeneral
Assembly."
Similarly,Haley was

forced tosettlefor halfa
loaf whenit came toan­
othertop priority,restruc­
turingstategovernment
togive thegovernor more
clout.
Shealso is blamedby

many legislatorsas the
reasonafix torepairthe
state's crumbling roads
did notpassthe Legisla­
ture.
Haley vowedtooppose

agas­tax hikewhen she
was runningfor re­elec­
tion in2014.
In2015,however,she

changed hermind, un­
veilingaplantoincrease
the gastaxin exchange
for afar larger incometax
cut,which critics said
would forcemajorcuts
otherparts ofstategov­
ernment tothetune of $2
billionwhen fully phased­
in.

'HISTORY WILL
JUDGEME'
Haley'stenure as gover­

noralso has beenmarred
byfailures at stateagen­
ciesthat report directlyto
the governor.
In2012,the stateDe­

partment ofRevenue was
hacked, compromising
sensitive taxpayerin­
formationbelonging to
hundredsof thousandsof
SouthCarolinians.
In2014,Haley'sheadof

theS.C.Departmentof
SocialServicesresigned
underpressureafteran
investigationintothe
deathsofchildrenover­
seenbythatagency'sover­
worked,underpaidstaff.
In2015,dozensof

dams ­regulated bythe
short­staffed S.C. Depart­
ment of Health andEnvi­
ronmental Control­
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broke duringhistoric
rains.Dozens more burst
last year duringHurricane
Matthew.
"(W)hen tragediesor

situations cameup, I
couldn't alwayscontrol
what happened,but I
couldcontrol howwe
responded,"Haley said
earlier this week.

Butcritics sayHaley
was slow torespondto
problems at theagencies
that shecontrolled.
"Ittookhertimeto

realizehowcatastrophic
thingshadbecome,"said
formerSen.JoelLourie,a
RichlandDemocratwho
playedakeyroleinthe
stateSenate'sinvestigation

intoSocialServices.
"Wecouldtell,very

earlyinourdeliberations,
thattheproblemwasenor­
mousandthataleadership
changeneededtotake
placeassoonaspossible."
Haley says shedid the

best shecouldwith what
shehad.
"Ialways tried todothe

rightthing forthe people
of SouthCarolina,"she
said."History willjudge
mebased onwhether I
madethe rightdecisions
or not."

CassieCope:
803­771­8657,
@cassielcope

Haleyunderstands
why Trump uses Twitter
Gov. Nikki Haleysays sheunderstands why President­elect
Donald Trumpusessocial media.

"Sometimes,ifyoufeel likeyour voiceisn't beingheard
throughoneavenue,youmakesurethatit'sheardthrough
another,andIthink that'swhat he's trying to do,"Haleysaid in
aninterviewMonday.

Haleyused socialmedia during hertenureasgovernor,
including urginglegislators to sustainher vetoes­almost
always overridden. "Anything thatwashappening in the state,
that was my wayof communicating withthe public."

For weeks, Haley hasbeen preparingfor her U.S. Senate
confirmation hearingto becomeU.S. ambassador to the United
Nations."Preparationscome inalot of ways," Haley said."They
comein reading. Theycome intalking to people. Theycome in
all typesof things.SoI'm doing anything andeverything Ineed
to to work towardsconfirmation."

Haleysaid herhusband, MichaelHaley, and sonwillgo withher
to New York. Meanwhile,her daughter willstayin schoolat
Clemson University.

When shefirstvisited Trump in New Yorkin November,Haley
said the topicwas the secretaryof state'sposition.But,she
added,"I knew thatIdidn't have the experience to takeona
role that big."

When Trumpasked ifshe were interested in any otherCabinet
position,Haleysaid shetold him no,returningto South
Carolina. After that,shereceived acall aboutbecoming U.N.
ambassador.

Trump picked Haleydespite hervocal criticism of the
billionaireduring the Republicanpresidentialprimaries.Haley
said shewas concerned aboutTrump's approachand"the
wordsthat heused" on thecampaign trail.

Haleyisunfazedbycriticswhosayshedoesnothaveenough
foreignpolicyexperiencetobeambassadortotheUnited
Nations."WhenIcameintothegovernor's office,everybodysaidI
didn'thaveenoughexperiencetobegovernor,"Haleysaid.

Hergoal, then,wasto makeeveryoneproud, shesaid."I'll say
the samething withthis.

"I have been challengedall of my lifein just abouteverything
I've ever done, andthathas built meup­to have strengthand
humilityandaconscience­andto understand the power of
my voice."
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Roads, pensions top General Assembly list
By Judith Brown and
John Clayton
Staff Writers
A change at the top and many of

the same old problems awaited the
122nd South Carolina General
Assembly as it convened Tuesday for
its first session of 2017.
Upon Gov. Nikki Haley's expected

confirmation by the U.S. Congress
of her presidential appointment as
U.S. Ambassador to the United
Nations, Lt. Gov. Henry McMaster
will move into the governor's man­

sion. Haley's first confirmation hear­
ing is set for Jan. 17, said District 16
Rep. Mark Willis, and the governor
has moved her annual State of the

State address from late January up to
tonight, 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan.
11.
"I think it will be a smooth transi­

tion," said Rep. Mike Pitts. "Henry
McMaster has worked well with the
General Assembly. In 14 years, I've
only found us to be at odds and to be
red­faced at one another one time."
Local legislators agree that two

major issues will face McMaster as
he ascends to the governor's office:
Improvements to the state's roads
and bridges and funding of the state

pension system.
"They're equally important and

both of them have a hefty price tag,"
Pitts said.
Willis agreed, explaining he feels

a responsibility to those who have
provided decades of hard work to the
state.
"There's been a special task force

that was to look at the retirement
plan and we'll need to look at their
recommendations," Willis said. "It's
my responsibility that their invest­
ment gets a good return."
Sen. Danny Verdin said another

issue the General Assembly must
consider during the budgeting
process is higher and secondary edu­
cation.
"The General Assembly will face

budget challenges this year," Verdin
said. "Continuing our commitment
to improving roads and bridge infra­
structure and at the same time
reforming the State Retirement

? See Roads, page 12

? Roads
Continued from Page 1

System which has a rapidly growing
unfunded liability.
"General fund allocations to col­

leges and universities has been in
decline for most of the last decade
and has contributed to tuition infla­
tion which has created hardships for
many South Carolina families. K­12
education in rural communities con­
tinues to face particular challenges
recruiting and retaining the best
teachers. (There is) an increasing
demand on the state's health and
medical infrastructure for Medicaid
and Medicare recipients. (There are)
many needs and limited resources
affecting the state budget."

Finding revenue streams to fix
and maintain roads and bridges has
been a point of contention between
state legislators who support
increasing the state's gasoline tax
and the governor's office.
South Carolina's state gasoline

tax of 16.8 cents per gallon is among
the lowest in the U.S. Only Alaska
(11.3 cents per gallon) and New
Jersey (14.5 cents per gallon) are
lower, according to USA Today.
"I think the (legislative) body will

be challenged with passing some
kind of a roads bill to create a rev­
enue source to have a recurring line
to fix our roads and bridges," said
Rep. Mike Anthony. "This could be

done with a gas tax or maybe a bond
bill that would be dedicated to roads
and bridges only. We are also faced
with some big changes in the state
retirement system. People who are
retired or already in the system do
not have to worry. We are looking at
the new hires coming in being on a
defined contribution compared to
defined benefit program. This is
similar to business and industry
allowing folks to manage their own
retirement system."
Haley had been unwilling to

approve any gasoline­tax bill that
did not include comparable tax cuts
for high earners in the state.
"I can't speak for (McMaster) on

that issue but I think he will be much
more open to dialogue between the
House and Senate to achieve a rev­
enue resource. If that includes the
gas tax, then that's the way it will
go," said Pitts, who has been a sup­
porter of an increased gas tax.
Pitts also said that he welcomes

the change in the governor's office.
McMaster, a former state attorney

general and chair of the South
Carolina GOP, is a veteran of
statewide politics.
"I've been in the General

Assembly for 14 years, and with
Henry McMaster, I will have my
first opportunity to work with a gov­
ernor who is willing to work with
me."
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S.C. STATE OF THESTATE

Haley bidsfarewellafter
6yearsas S.C. governor
BY CASSIECOPE

ccope@thestate.com
Nikki Haley reviewedhersix

years asSouth Carolina'sgover­
norduring herfinal Stateof the
Stateaddress Wednesday,tout­
ingbringing jobs tothePalmet­
toState, rebrandingthe state's
imageand spendingmore on
schools.
"Ladies andgentlemen, the

stateof ourstateis blessed,"
Haley told lawmakers.
Haley,the firstwoman and

firstminority elected tolead
SouthCarolina,is poised to
leavethe jobof governor tojoin
the TrumpAdministration. A
confirmation hearingonher
nominationto beU.S.ambassa­
dorto theUnited Nations is
scheduledfor next Wednesday.
Haley directlyaddressedLt.

Gov.Henry McMaster, whois
set totake over asgovernor.
"Yourlove of SouthCarolina
gives megreatcomfort, asI
knowyoucherish our stateand
itspeople, and Iknow you'll
take careofthem."
However, much ofthe Lexing­

ton Republican'saddress was,in
fact, agoodbye toSouthCar­
olina­"for now,"shesaid.
Reaction fromthe GOP­con­

trolled Legislature,with whom
Haley frequentlyhas squabbled,
were subdued,seldom interrupt­
ingher speechwith applause.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,
EDUCATION
Recounting hersix years in

office, Haleysaidan economic
revival hastakenplace inSouth
Carolina.
Shetouted herjobs record,

sayingher office hasannounced
85,613 new jobsand$21.5 bil­

lionincapital investment.
"Every singleoneof our46

counties hasseen new jobs,"
Haley said."Every one."
Shealso highlightedher push

for changesinthe state's K­12
education system,including
holding backthird­graders who
donot readandproviding read­
ingcoaches.
"Schoolsinruraland high­

poverty areascouldn't afford
the technologynecessary for a
21st­century education,so we
found away toprovide it to
them,"Haley said.
Democrats saidRepublican

Haley left keyproblems un­
solved.
StateRep. John King,D­York,

saidHaley is leavingoffice with
crumbling roadsand bridges,
andwithout a solutiontofully
fundingS.C. schools.
"As aleader, eventhough she

is leaving,she couldhavestill
called ontheLegislature to
make surethat ... theywould
continue towork oneducation,
work onroads andbridgesand
infrastructure, and economic
development inthe state,"said
King, chairman ofthe S.C. Leg­
islative Black Caucus. "Un­
fortunately, we didn'tget that
tonight."

'A GREAT DAY INSOUTH
CAROLINA'
Much ofHaley's speechwas a

peptalk.
Shepraised her alma mater,

ClemsonUniversity, foritsna­
tional football championship
winMondayover Alabama. "IfI
wasn't proudenough ofthis

statealready, ourClemsonTi­
gers winningthe nationalcham­
pionship tookit toawholenew
level."
Shealso praised the state's

improvedimage.
Whenshe firstranfor gover­

norin 2010,Haley saidshe
oftenheard people speaking
negatively aboutSouthCarolina.
"Those were difficultwordsto

hear,"Haley said."This was the
statethat adopted myparents
andthe statethat raised me."
As aresult,Haley saidshe

pushed forS.C. state employees
toanswerphones with: "It'sa
greatdayinSouth Carolina,
how mayIhelpyou?"
"They hatedit," Haley said.
But, sheadded, "South Car­

olinawas neverthe stateit was
portrayedto be,"Haley said.

A NEW GOVERNOR
Whenhe becomesgovernor,

McMasteris expected tobringa
different styletothe Governor's
Mansion.
Haley,for instance, has been

criticizedduringher tenure for
being quick toblast those who
don't agreewith her.
McMaster, meanwhile, is

known asan affable politician,
andlawmakers intheGOP­
controlledLegislature are hop­
inghe willbemore willingto
compromise.
Haley said"it hasbeen alittle

amusing"to readcomparisons
of thetwostate leaders.
"(F)orclarity's sake, hereare

twothings I knowfor certainwe
havealways shared: alove of
SouthCarolina andalove of
music,"Haley said.
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"Yourlove of SouthCarolina
gives megreatcomfort, asI
knowyoucherish our stateand
itspeople, and Iknow you'll
take careofthem."

CassieCope: 803­771­8657

SEAN RAYFORD AP

SouthCarolina Gov. NikkiHaley, right,withSen.HarveyPeeler, R­Cherokee,raises herfiststo celebrate
therecent Clemson footballnational championshipwhile deliveringherfinal Stateof the Stateaddress.
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