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April 9, 2007 |

don’t get it through work either,) Laurin was diagnosed in g.omne.am.iaﬁ a EW!L&
tumor, a hypothalamic glioma compatible with JPA Qﬁmﬂ_n mioaw&o Eo&mao#a »
iEoEmemE&c%_ﬁ_.Zm—.EEOuggﬁnéﬂanmeg_Hm b
wearing beaces to help correct her walking which is u_o.iw improving. mua_.onp ”
extremely limited use of her right anm and hand. reﬁb.muvmoorgﬁmo A ﬁmuq“_n_w. M
affected. Presently she receives physical, speech, and occupational therapy for

was out of the question because of it’s location to the hypothalamus, so she underwent p
chemo. m_uoinmm.ﬁﬂoa&noﬁnﬂmo3?%&:5%«30%%93»«03.% ,
maintenance. After either 7 or 8 sessions, ] can’t remember which right oﬁia%ﬂ.oon ,
her getting worse. go&ﬂggonzﬁgsﬁccagé?%vgﬁw |
u—oﬂmqoibmg.gwmmn&umﬁngmncigmg.v Now Laurin was on :
Carboplatin and Vincristine. Since these chemo drugs were proven ineffective on her
tumor, we discussed several different chemos, and chose temador. As we were
discussing options, we asked about a second opinion. We were told quote, ...4%81 gt |
a second opinion, but only a madman would operate on your child.” We belicved thisto |
be our only option. A family friend told us about Prof, Gazi Yasargil who is at ‘
University of Arkansas Medical School (UAMS). “He is onc of the top, if not the top |
neurosurgeon in the world.” People come from all over the world to see him. We were §
told this about him being a top neurosurgeon, by the neurosurgeon in Columbia, Dr. w
Lenwood Smith who told us that surgery was out of the question because of the tumor’s §
location near the hypothalamus . He never mentioned Prof. Yasargil until after we found §
out about him and called on our way to see Prof. Yasargil for consultation. We wanted
to find out if Dr. Smith knew anything about Prof. Dr. Smith also told us he would loves
Prof."s operative report s0 he could see how he was able to remove the tumnor, however |
he declined the opportunity to observe in the OR). Other people also acknowledged this |
him being one of the top neurosurgeons. Prof. Yasargil operated Aug. 28, 2006 and got |
approx. 80% of the tumor. Since then, 2 MRIs have been done. I get a disk of the MRI §
and overnight it to Prof, Yasargil. He reviews and reports his findings back to me. The [
last was Mar. 13. Prof. Yasargil says the tumor has pulled away from the brain stem and
says he can operate and remove more of the tumor. Our problem is UAMS doesn’t
accept Laurin’s SC Medicaid which she has because of her disability. (She has Tefra |
which is the disability form of Medicaid.) We are responsible for any future surgeries or}

ou/1 O\No,c,w 03:16PM
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Several weeks ago, I called Representative Delleney for help with this problem. ﬂoommoo |
advised me to contact Scoator Lindsay Graham'’s office. Tgan mnuu»onaﬂvn.ﬁmmnn e o
in Rock Hill, and after making some phone calls, on¢ of the ladies in his ofhice

i i went to o
Ark Senator can Ewmﬁnﬁumnonouﬂ.enﬁﬁzonﬂgr_-% . ,
Congreseman mvuh%aoagag.éggﬁnﬁg_%a_ﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁg
and what I needed. In the meantime, I spoke with Representative Dellency again win
suggested I type this letter stating Laurin’s condition and our needs. My husband, Gill,

and 1 would appreciate any help with this. Thank you for reading and responding to this
request.

Sincerely,
Lauri 8. Fowler

Ko L Honba—

3050 Fishing Creek Church Road
Roek Hill, SC
803-789-3589 Home
803-385-7287 Cell

04/10/2007 03:16PM
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URIVERSITY OF SQUTH CAROLINA
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

UNIVERSITY SPROIALTY CLINICS,

Oxcvaber 16, 2006

8¢ Department of Health and Human Services
P Rox B206
Columbia, 5C 29202-8206

Re* Lauren J. Fowler
Dear Sir/Madam:

I have heen asked to write this letter to justify the out-of-state consultation end
subsequent surgery for Lauren J. Fowler. [ am happy to do so because I think that her
out-ol-uiate transfer was very beneficial to her. 1 was her consulting and referring
pediatric neurosurgeon. It was my opinion when I saw her cage that she had an incurableg
inoperable problem. 1told her family essentially to take her home, that nothing could be
done. Iwas very pleased, though somewhat skeptical, that Dr. Yasargil in Arkansas was
intevesied in taking on her case. He did see her and did operate on her with good success

Dr ¥ nuargil is one of the giants of modem neurosurgery. He is the teacher of dozens of
neurasnrgeons and the author of countless articles. He is originally from Europe; he is
truly a world treasure. There are very few surgeons who could have done what Dr.
Yasargil and his team accomplished. Tt was appropriate in every way that Lauren be seen
by and onerated on by him. Hardly anyone, perhaps no one, could have duplicated his
accomplishments for Lauren.

Uhuape that this is clear. 1 am available to answer any questions that you may still have,

Cimrerply

pcrnd D!

Lenwood ', §mith, Jr.. M.D,

DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY
DIVISION OF NEUROSURGERY
Three Richland Medical Park, Suite 310, Columbia, 8C 20209
803-434-8333, FAX 903-434.8326

0670572007 0O
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State of Bouth Carolina
Bepartment of Health ard Hunum Serbices

Mark Sanford Susan B. Bowling
Governor ) Acting Director

June 5, 2007

Ms. Lauri S. Fowler
3050 Fishing Creek Church Road
Rock Hill, South Carolina 29730

Re: Laurin J. Fowler
Dear Ms. Fowler:

Thank you for your letter to Governor Mark Sanford regarding your daughter, Laurin, needing
follow-up surgery to remove a brain tumor. We welcome the opportunity to be of assistance.

The South Carolina Department of Health and Human Services (SCDHHS) has reviewed the
concerns outlined in your letter. Laurin’s Medicaid policy reimburses for services provided
within the South Carolina Medical Service Area (SCMSA), which is the state of South Carolina,
and areas in North Carolina and Georgia within 25 miles of the South Carolina state border.
She is also covered for services provided outside of the SCMSA, but only with prior approval
from Medicaid. The surgery she received at the University of Arkansas Medical School
(UAMS) on August 28, 2006 was unauthorized by Medicaid. One of the administrative
functions of prior approving out-of-state services is to have all providers involved in the
patient’s care to confirm, in writing, that they will enroll in the South Carolina Medicaid
program and will accept South Carolina Medicaid reimbursement as payment in full.

In an effort to determine possible reimbursement, William Feagin, Team Leader for Physician
Services, is conducting a post review of services provided to Laurin. Mr. Feagin has been in
contact with both the Arkansas physician practice and the hospital in an effort to acquire
enrollment packets and gather claims data. To date, we have only received the information
requested from UAMS. SCDHHS will continue to work with these providers in an attempt to
resolve the outstanding financial concerns. You should be aware, however, that if SCDHHS
remains unsuccessful negotiating an appropriate resolution to this matter, you would remain
responsible for these bills.

According to the information you provided, Laurin continues to receive follow-up care from Dr.
Yasargil. Based on that care, Dr. Yasargil has advised that she could benefit from additional
surgery to remove more of the tumor. Laurin’s South Carolina Medicaid policy will cover the
surgery, however, according to our discussions, she is not currently being seen by a South
Om_‘o__:m _,\_ma_om_q physician to determine medical necessity.

Bureau of Health Services
P.O. Box 8206 * Columbia, South Carolina 29202 -8206
(803).898-2868 » Fax (803) 2558353

2
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Our Medical Director, Dr. Marion Burton, has reviewed Laurin’s case and he has arranged a
neurosurgery consult with Dr. Gerald Tuite at the Medical University of South Carolina (MUSC)
pediatric brain tumor clinic. If it is determined that the surgery needed can be performed
within the SCMSA, you should proceed with scheduling the surgery within this area. If Dr.
Tuite determines that the services required to properly treat her cannot be provided within the
SCMSA, he will refer her to an appropriate neurosurgeon that will accept South Carolina
Medicaid, and MUSC will assist in getting the authorizations in place for the surgery. SCDHHS
will provide Dr. Yarsargil’'s contact information to MUSC as a potential out-of-state
neurosurgeon. If we have resolved the enroliment and reimbursement issues with UAMS and
Dr. Yarsargil, and they agree to accept Laurin as a South Carolina Medicaid patient,
authorization can be granted for services to continue in Arkansas.

The brain tumor clinic meets once a month on the second Friday; the next available
appointment to meet with this team is June 8, 2007 at 8:30 a.m. at MUSC located in
Charleston, South Carolina. If you agree to accept this appointment, please bring with you all
operative notes, MRI scans and any other medical reports and documentation that will assist
the team with the evaluation. If for any reason you will not accept this appointment please
contact Martha Mitchell, Program Coordinator for Physician Services, at (803) 898-2537 to
cancel the appointment.

Thank you for bringing your concerns to our attention. If you have any additional questions,
please contact William Feagin at (803) 898-3040.

Sincerely,

wamﬂ,s,b

Melanie “BZ" Giese, RN
Bureau of Health Services

MG/gwd
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bcc:  Emily Jackson
Office of the Governor



