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From: Schimsa, Rebecca

Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2015 1:42 PM

To: Haley, Nikki; Burns, James

Subject: FW: Gov. Nikki Haley Establishes Domestic Violence Task Force

FYI – From Kit Gruelle. 

 

From: Kit Gruelle [mailto:kgruelle54@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2015 1:14 PM 
To: Schimsa, Rebecca 
Subject: Re: Gov. Nikki Haley Establishes Domestic Violence Task Force 

 

Excellent, Rebecca! Way to go!!! 

Please tell Gov. Haley that it is a distinct honor to be able to help her with this life-saving, life-changing endeavor. 

I'm in New York right now; home tomorrow. I'll talk with you soon. 

Warm regards, 

Kit 

 

Sent from my iPhone 

 

On Jan 29, 2015, at 12:44 PM, Schimsa, Rebecca <RebeccaSchimsa@gov.sc.gov> wrote: 

Hi Kit – Below is our office’s press release following the Governor’s press conference this 

morning.  More than 40 state and local leaders stood with the Governor, which we believe was a great 

show of force to kick off this effort.  Attached is a copy of the Governor’s Executive Order establishing 

the Task Force.  We should have a link to the video of the press conference available soon, which I will 

also send to you – the Governor mentioned you several times! 

  

Talk with you soon. 

  

From: SC Gov News  

Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2015 12:40 PM 
Subject: Gov. Nikki Haley Establishes Domestic Violence Task Force 
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January 29, 2015 
For immediate release  
Contact: Brian Symmes, 803-673-9437 
BrianSymmes@gov.sc.gov 

  

Gov. Nikki Haley Establishes Domestic Violence Task Force 

  
COLUMBIA, S.C. – Governor Nikki Haley today announced Executive Order 2015-04, 
establishing the Domestic Violence Task Force of South Carolina to comprehensively address 
the cultural issues surrounding domestic violence, including social, economic and geographic 
issues. A copy of the governor’s executive order – listing all of the representatives who will 
serve on the task force – is available here. 
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“I’m a mom, I’m a wife, and I’m a sister, and I know I have to protect those around me. But In 
order to do that, we have to change the culture in South Carolina,” said Gov. Nikki Haley. “If we 
don’t change the culture, we will continue to see generational cycles of domestic violence in our 
state. But with this army of people behind me who are completely committed to this cause, I 
know we can finally do something about it.” 
  
“This is a transformational moment in South Carolina history that Governor Haley would use her 
convening authority and considerable public credibility to look at the root causes of one of the 
deepest problems in the criminal justice system, which is the generational cycle of domestic 
violence in South Carolina,” said Chief Justice of the S.C. Supreme Court Jean H. Toal. 
“Domestic violence is a learned habit and way of doing things and we have to break that cycle 
by looking very deeply at root causes and effective interventions. God bless Governor Haley for 
getting us together and focusing on this problem in South Carolina. I finally have hope that we 
really will get at the root of the extremely high percentages of domestic violence in our beloved 
state.” 
  
“Governor Haley and the South Carolina Domestic Violence Task Force Members are to be 
congratulated for working together to intervene in and prevent domestic and family violence,” 
said domestic violence expert Kit Gruelle. “Domestic violence has already taken a large toll on 
South Carolina, and Governor Haley has decided to take action, immediately. It will not be easy, 
but the benefits to the citizens of South Carolina will be tremendous.” 
  
Attached is a copy of the Executive Order. 
  
The Task Force will include a representative from each of the following organizations: 
  

• Supreme Court of South Carolina - Chief Justice Jean Toal 

• Circuit Courts of South Carolina - Judge Kristi Harrington 

• Family Courts of South Carolina - Judge Angela Taylor 

• Magistrate Courts of South Carolina - Judge Gary Reinhart 

• S.C. Senate - Chairman Larry Martin 

• S.C. House of Representatives - Speaker Pro Tempore Tommy Pope 

• South Carolina Office of the Attorney General - Attorney General Alan Wilson 

• South Carolina Department of Education - Superintendent Molly Spearman 

• Representatives from the K-12 Public School Education in South Carolina  

• South Carolina Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Services - Director Bob 
Toomey 

• South Carolina Department of Corrections - Director Bryan Stirling 

• South Carolina Department of Employment and Workforce - Cheryl Stanton and Teesha 
Trapp 

• South Carolina Department of Juvenile Justice – Interim Director Sylvia Murray and 
Felicia Dauway 

• South Carolina Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation – Interim Director 
Richele Taylor and Alex Imgrund 

• South Carolina Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services – Interim Director 
Jerry Adger 

• South Carolina Department of Public Safety - Director Leroy Smith and Major Mark 
Gosnell 

• South Carolina Department of Social Services - Katie Morgan 

• South Carolina State Law Enforcement Division - Chief Mark Keel and Major Paul Grant 

• South Carolina Department of Mental Health - Director John Magill 

• South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control - Jane Key 



3

• South Carolina Commission on Higher Education - Professor Connie Best, Ph.D. with 
MUSC and Chief Howard Cook with Columbia College 

• South Carolina Commission on Prosecution Coordination - Solicitor Duffy Stone and 
David Ross 

• South Carolina Criminal Justice Academy - Brian Bennett 

• South Carolina State Board of Cosmetology - Melanie Thompson 

• South Carolina State Board of Medical Examiners - Dr. Steve Gardner 

• Representatives from the South Carolina State Board of Nursing  

• South Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault - Sara Barber 

• South Carolina Crime Victims’ Council - Laura Hudson 

• South Carolina Victim Assistance Network - Joy Campbell 

• Professionals from Batterer Intervention Programs South Carolina Hospital Association - 
Louann Sandel from the Domestic Abuse Center, Neil Sondov from the Compass of 
Carolina, Frank Loadholt from CASA 

• Representatives from the South Carolina Jail Administrators Association 

• South Carolina Police Chiefs Association - Chief Terrence Greene, Chief Charlie 
McNair, and John O’Donald 

• South Carolina Sheriffs’ Association - Sheriff Kenney Boone and Jarrod Bruder 

• South Carolina Legal Services - Leslie Fisk 

• South Carolina Association of Counties - Councilwoman Julie-Ann Dixon and Josh 
Rhodes 

• Representatives from the Municipal Association of South Carolina  

• Representatives from the South Carolina Hospital Association 

• South Carolina State Housing Finance & Development Authority - Carl Bowen 

• Members of Faith-Based Communities - Dr. Ed Carney from Riverland Hills Baptsti, 
Teresa Roberts from Love House Ministries, and Daniel Krawchuck from Tabernacle of 
Meetings 

• Members of the Public, including Survivors of Domestic Violence 
  
  

-###- 

<2015-04 Establishing the Domestic Violence Task Force.pdf> 


