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SCagencies
say budget
trims would
cutstate jobs
BY CASSIECOPE
ccope@thestate.com
It's unlikelytohappen,

but ifthere is ashortfallin
revenues, S.C. agencies
propose roughly$200mil­
lioninbudget cuts that
would eliminate hundreds
of stateworkers'jobs.
InAugust, Gov.Nikki

Haley directed stateagen­
ciespaid forthrough the
generalfund budget –
largely taxdollars that
come fromsales taxesand

businessand personal
incometaxes –toinclude
aplan for 3percent cuts in
their spending requestsfor
next year.
View the databaseof

S.C. stateemployee
salaries.
Haley orderedthe plans

for cuts incaseofan eco­
nomicdownturn.
The likelihoodof are­

cession is low,economists

say,particularly since the
Nov. 8 electionofRepub­
lican President­electDon­
ald Trump,who ispromis­
ingan economicstimulus
packageincluding taxcuts
andspending oninfra­
structure.
Butthat wasn't known

when Haley requested
stateagencies toprepare
for apossiblerecession.

Stateagencies respond­
ed that ifthey did haveto
cut their budgetsby 3per­
cent,they would cut pro­
gramsand staffing.
Forexample:
AS.C.schools, through

the DepartmentofEduca­
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tion,would cut $86.4
million. Thosecuts would
come at thesametime
that ruralschools, having
wona20­plus­year­old
lawsuit, are tryingto get
the statetogive them
moremoney.
AThe embattled Depart­

ment of SocialServices
saidit would cut $4.5mil­
lion, which includesmore
than300 employees. After
the deathsofchildren
under itssupervision,
SocialServices hasbeen
spending millionsmoreto
addworkers sothat it
couldcut the caseloads of
overworked child­welfare
workers.
AThe state'shealth

agency saidit wouldcut
$3.6million inspending.
Thatagency hasbeen
addingstaffers toitsdam­
regulationprogramin the
wakeof damfailures in
2015 and earlier thisfall.
AThe Departmentof

JuvenileJustice saidit
would cut $3.2million.
Thatagency's BroadRiver
Road campuswas racked
byariotlast year,caused
inpart bystaffingshort­
ages among underpaid
workers.
However, thecuts do

not seemlikely.
Statebudget forecast­

ers,who metearlier this
month, donotproject any
cuts will beneeded. In­
stead, they added
$446million innewreve­
nuesto thegeneral fund
budget that lawmakers
will havetospend next
year.
"It'salways good to

haveaplan,"stateRep.
BrianWhite, R­Anderson,
who chairstheHouse
budget­writing panel, said
of Haley'sbudget­cutting
exercise.
But, headded, "Ihope

there'snot adownturn."
If stateagencies hadto

implement 3 percentcuts,
S.C. schoolswould gethit
hard.
The statestillhas not

responded toaS.C. Su­
preme Court rulingthat
the stateis notdoing
enough forpoor,rural
schools.
Until thelawsuit isset­

tledand schoolshave the
resourcesthey need, the
Departmentof Education
opposes a3percent cutto
education spending,said
spokesmanRyan Brown.
If a3percentcut was

imposed, SocialServices,
which hasstruggled to
hire andretain casework­
ers andreducetheir case­
loads, would cut336 full­
time employees,including
156 caseworkers.The
agency also wouldelim­
inateateenpregnancy
prevention program.
"The departmentwould

reduce administrative
and/or stateoffice posi­
tions firstandthe elim­

inationof frontline/case­
workerpositions wouldbe
a lastresort,"said spokes­
woman KarenWingo.
The Departmentof

Health andEnvironmental
Controlsaidits cutswould
include fundingfor ara­
biescontrol program,
shifting financialresponsi­
bility for theprogram to
S.C. counties.
The agency wouldfol­

low statelaw andoperate
the program,saidspokes­
person JenniferRead. But
it would askfor assistance
fromcounty sheriff's dep­
utiesand localanimal
control officerstocapture
and quarantineanimals.
Haley will likelyunveil

her proposedstatespend­
ingplan, outlining her
priorities, inJanuary.
S.C. lawmakersare not

bound bythat plan, and
sometimes paylittle atten­
tion toit.
House budgetsubcom­
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mittees will begin meeting
inJanuaryto hearstate
agencies'requests.
"The reasonwe have

(budget)hearings isso we
can sortoutthe needs
fromthe wants,"said
AssistantGOP Majority
LeaderGary Simrill,R­
York.
Some stateagencies

must betreated with care.
Social Services,for exam­
ple, "hasbeen under fire,
underfundedand under
staffed,"Simrill said.

Evenif budgetcuts are
needed, stateSen.Darrell
Jackson, D­Richland,said
hedid not anticipate
House or Senatebudget
panels makingacross­the­
boardcuts.
Thatlast happened

duringthe GreatReces­
sion, when the economy
hit rockbottom, Jackson
said, addingthat across­
the­board cuts are irre­
sponsible. Instead,if
needed, lawmakersshould
make cuts strategically, he
said.

Simrill agreed.
"It'sdifficult togo

across­the­board"in state
budget cuts,Simrill said.
"Onesize does notfit all
instategovernment."

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope

HOUSEBUDGET
SUBCOMMITTEES
WILLBEGIN
MEETINGIN

JANUARYTO HEAR
STATEAGENCIES'
REQUESTS.
IFSTATEAGENCIES
HADTO
IMPLEMENT
3PERCENTCUTS,
S.C.SCHOOLS
WOULDGETHIT
HARD.
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Friends proud of Haley
Her rise not surprising to those from Bamberg
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ORANGEBURG ­ The people who
grew up with South Carolina Gov. Nikki
Haley said they are going to miss her
when she moves to New York City to be
the U.S. ambassador to the United Na­
tions, but they are proud to see how far
she has come.
Haley grew up in Bamberg County

and went to high school at Orangeburg
Preparatory Schools. Wednesday, she ac­
cepted President­elect Donald Trump's

request to serve as an ambassador as
long as the U.S. Senate approves.

"I hate that we're going to lose her in
South Carolina, but I do see her looking
out for America the same way. She'll also
look out for us the best way she can ­
and as often as she can. She never forgets
where she comes from," said Renee Jeff­
coat, who went to school with Haley in
Bamberg.
Jeffcoat, who is a special education

teacher in Bamberg, has stayed close to
Haley, even after Haley moved to Lex­
ington, became a state representative
and later governor for six years. Jeffcoat
is currently a committee member for
Haley's nonprofit organization, The
Original Six Foundation.

"She was a leader, a good friend who
was very loyal, trustworthy and some­
body you really wanted to be around. You

See HALEY, Page 4A

Haley
Continued from Page 3A

always felt comfortable with her, and
she's still that way today. She just tried to
make you feel at ease … and let you know
that she really cared about you," Jeffcoat
told The Times and Democrat of Orange­
burg.
Bamberg County Councilman Trent

Kinard also went to school with the gover­
nor and said he accomplishments should

help children in the county's schools real­
ize they can be anything they want and go
anywhere they desire in life.

"We're all proud of her honestly, but at
the same time, some people will be disap­
pointed that she's going to be unable to fin­
ish her term as governor of South Caroli­
na," Kinard said.

Cox Industries CEO Michael Johnson
was a high school classmate of Haley, and
said he has seen firsthand how hard she

works and how fast she analyzes situa­
tions. Johnson accepted Haley's request
he serve as chairman of the State Work­
force Investment Board and vice chair­
man of the Original Six Foundation.

"She is a quick study and this will serve
her well in the extremely fluid ecosystem
of global politics," Johnson said. "She
thinks about people first, and that has
served South Carolina well. She will serve
the citizens of the United States well."
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RANTS &RAVES

OnNikki Haley
leavingS.C.
governor post
OnS.C. Gov.Nikki

Haleyaccepting aUnit­
ed Nationsappointment
from President­elect
Donald Trump:

Thisladylives inthe
21st century.Itwill bea
loss toSC. Butan asset to
the UN.And I'm not a
Republican.

–MargaretVitale

I am notaRepublican
either,and I likeher.

–Penny FriesenDougherty

So much fordraining
the swamp.Lookslike we
get moreof the same.
McMastersounds likea
real gem.Career polit­
ician,baby boomer, cur­
rently incourtfighting
ethicscharges fromvio­
lating campaignfinance
laws whereheaccepted
moremoney thanlegally
allowedso hecouldpay
offhis extradebts.In his
early years,workedfor
StromThurmondwho is
most famousfor hisoppo­
sition tothe 1964 Civil
Rights Act,andworked
very hard asattorney
generaltoinvestigate
marijuana traffickersin
SouthCarolina. Whata
greatguy!

–Justin Rohal

Whatqualifies herfor
this position, I donot
know, but at leastshe will
not beinSC. Ofcourse,as
McMasterwill assume
power, wemaynot be
much better.

–SarahHobson

Congratulations,gover­
nor!SC will missyou, but
well deservedappoint­
ment.

–Caroline Offt Grippo

Hatefor ourstateto
lose herbut good for her.

–MbPreacher

Good thingTrump
doesn't holdagrudge.

–GarrettTweedy

So excitedfor her!
–DeanaDean

So is SC!Theyget toget
ridof her!

–Jody Chilton

Shedeserves it. Ijust
wished it wasn't inassoci­
ation withour new idioc­
racy.

–AgathaApplewhite

Gov.Haley can'tdoany
worse thanthe clowns

we've had inthat position
inthe recentpast.

–Francis PBurgt

Sheshould haveranfor
POTUSthis pastelection.
Now she's gonna betaint­
ed byTrump's policies.

–Dawn Caesar­Burke

I thinkit's anowinfor
her.

–Sarah O'LearyTakacs

The onlyperson inthis
administration that war­
rants respect.

–KenBoynton

Bravo! Shedid awesome
jobduring thehurricane.

–BrendaIvey

Good riddance,turn­
coat.

–Kraig Hanz Heiligmann

Here yougo, Senator
Tom Davis!

–Jan Rivera

Good bye.
–LindaLove Peace

Greatgovernor. She
broughtus jobs, she han­
dled everycrisis inour
statewithout incident.I
don't wanttoher toleave.

–Mat Paulick

Wow!Whatalying
hypocriteshe is.Can't
trust aword shesays!

–VickiShivers

I will missher!Greatjob
recentlyduring thehurri­
cane!

–Sandra Harrison

I alwaysliked her and
thought shewas agood
governor until theConfed­
erate Flag removal.Iwish
herwell.
–Gloria HolmanNetherland

Willbehappy toseeher
gone.

–Catherine N DavidHur­
locker

Shehas doneagreatjob
inourstate ofSC.

–Patti Payton

FACEBOOK

Join the conversationby
liking ourFacebook pages at
facebook.com/islandpacketand
facebook.com/beaufort.gazette
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POLITICS

Top5issues McMaster
would face as S.C. gov.
BY CASSIECOPE

ccope@thestate.com

Moving intothe South Car­
olinagovernor's mansionmeans
Henry McMasterwould inherit
the PalmettoState's mostpress­
ingissues, among themrespon­
ding toaschool equity lawsuit
andrepairing the state's crum­
bling roadsand bridges.
The lieutenant governoris

expected toreplaceGov.Nikki
Haley ifshe isconfirmed by the
U.S. SenatetobePresident­elect
DonaldTrump'sambassador to
the United Nations.
McMaster's stances onthe top

issuesare notas well knownas
Haley's.And for now, he's not
takingquestions, stayingquiet
since Haley'snomination was
announcedon Wednesday.
Still, it'scertainhe'll face the

usualdecisions ofwhat takes
priorityas heworkswith the

GeneralAssembly onhow to
spend money. And thedemands
onthe state's pocketbook seem
tobeparticularly acute right
now.
Here are,arguably,the top

fivemost pressing things South
Carolina'snext governor faces.

SCHOOLS
Thisyear,lawmakers ap­

proved spending$430 million
morein generalfunddollars on
education thannine yearsago,
beforethe GreatRecession.
Butthe stateis spending only

slightlyhigher ininflation­ad­
justed dollarsthanbefore the
GreatRecession, andis educat­
ing6percent morestudents
thanbefore therecession.
Haley pushed lawmakersto

spend moreon education in

recentyears onreading coaches,
technologyand students in
poverty. Butthis year,legisla­
torsfailed topassHaley's pro­
posal­the firstof itskindin
nearlytwodecades ­ tospend
statemoney tohelp poordis­
trictsbuildand renovate
schools.
Fordecades, districtshave

had toraise moneylocally to
upgrade facilities­leaving
wealthier districts with strong
taxbaseswith a hugeadvantage
over poorer ones.
McMasterlikely will havea

role inhow thestate respondsto
the Abbevillelawsuit.
StateSen.John Courson,

R­Richland, whohas chairedthe
stateSenate education commit­

SEEMCMASTER,9A
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MCMASTER
tee inthe past,saideduca­
tion isthe state's No. 1
issue.
"Thegovernor, being

the chiefexecutive officer
of thestate, will been­
gagedheavily"in educa­
tion policies andspending,
Coursonsaid.

ROADS
SouthCarolina's roads

continue tocrumble.
Inpart, that's because

lawmakershavenot in­
creased thestate's 16.75

cent­a­gallongas tax, the
second­lowest inthe na­
tion,innearly30 years.
Thatmoney is oneof the
state's primary funding
sources for repairs.
Afterwinning re­elec­

tion in2014,Haley en­
dorsed a10­cent gastax
increase onlyif it were
paired withamuch larger
incometaxcut. Criticsof
herplan arguesuchatax
breakwould raidthe
state's budgetand force
SouthCarolina tocut

services.
WhetherMcMaster

would signaproposal
increasing thestate's gas
taxremains tobeseen.If
heapproved a taxhikeof
any kind,it couldbeused
against himin aGOP
primary,should heseek
re­election.
However, road­repair

advocates hope hewill
approve spendingmore
money toimprove the
state's roadsand bridges.
"We'revery hopeful,

certainly, that governor­
to­beMcMasterwill be
looking closelyat the
highwayfunding road
issuethat's beenbefore
the Legislature nowfor a
number ofyears,"said Bill
Ross ofthe S.C. Alliance
toFixOur Roads.

STATE BUDGET
Disasters havestruck

the PalmettoStatetwo
years inarow.
First, ahistorically

heavyrainfallcaused
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flooding across theMid­
lands andthe coastin
October2015,killing19
people. Thatflooding cost
taxpayers about$150
million, including$40
million for grants tofarm­
ers whosecrops were
damaged.
Thisyear,Hurricane

Matthewbrushed theS.C.
coast,causingdamage
andadditional flooding,
particularly inBeaufort,
Horry andGeorgetown
counties andparts ofthe
Pee Dee.
However, lawmakers

will haveonlyabouta
third ofthe added money
they had last year.That
means anymoneyspent to
pay for disasterrelief will
quicklycut into moneyto
pay for otherexpenses.
Statebudget writersalso

will grapplewith how to
pay for programsat state

agencies andoverdue
maintenanceat stategov­
ernment buildings,in­
cluding oncollegecam­
puses.

STATE EMPLOYEES
The GreatRecession

forced cuts acrossstate
government,eliminating
many employees'jobs.In
addition,S.C. statework­
ers receivedno pay in­
creasesduring fourofthe
past10 budget years.
However, lawmakersin

the spring passeda3.25
percent payraise, the
largestinadecade.
Thatraise increasedthe

pay of about61,000state
employees,according to
the stateDepartmentof
Administration.
McMasteris fromCo­

lumbia, wheremany state
employees live,which
couldgive him reasonto

support moremoney for
stateworkers.

PENSION
Like governments

across thecountry, South
Carolina hasapension
problem,and thebulk of
the BabyBoomers have
yet toretire.
A jointpanel ofS.C.

House membersandsen­
atorshavebegun review­
inghow toaddress the
state's roughly$20 billion
inpensiondebt.
Thatestimate, bycon­

sultantsfor the state, is
the difference between
the amountthe pension
fund hastopay for the
retirement benefitsof
stateand localgovern­
ment workers, including
teachers, andthe amount
it haspromised topay in
the futuretocurrent em­
ployeesand retirees.
Toclose that gap,law­

makersare lookingat
whether tospend more
taxpayer money ortake
moremoney from the
paychecks ofcurrent
workers.
Lawmakersalso could

closethe pensionplan to
new employees andre­
quire themtotake partin
adefined contribution
plan, likea401(k) in­
vestmentplan. Inthe
shortterm,that would
increase thepension sys­
tem's unfunded liability
becausenew workers
would notbe payinginto
the system.But, inthe
longterm, it wouldreduce
the state's pensioncosts.
WhetherMcMaster will

favor onesolutionover
another remainstobe
seen.

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope

''WE'REVERY
HOPEFUL,
CERTAINLY, THAT
GOVERNOR­TO­BE
MCMASTERWILL
BELOOKING
CLOSELYAT THE
HIGHWAY
FUNDINGROAD
ISSUETHAT'SBEEN
BEFORETHE
LEGISLATURENOW
FORANUMBEROF
YEARS.
BillRossof the S.C.
Allianceto Fix OurRoads
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GERRY MELENDEZ gmelendez@thestate.com

DonaldTrump got an endorsement from HenryMcMasterashe
visited HarmonTree Farm nearGilbert in January.
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The topfiveissuesHenry McMaster
would faceas S.C. governor
BY CASSIECOPE

The (Columbia)State

Moving into the South
Carolina governor's man­
sion means Henry McMas­
ter would inherit the Pal­
metto State's most pressing
issues, among them respon­
ding to a school equity
lawsuit and repairing the
state's crumbling roads and
bridges.
The lieutenant governor

is expected to replace Gov.
Nikki Haley if she is con­
firmed by the U.S. Senate
to be President­elect Don­
ald Trump's ambassador to
the United Nations.
McMaster's stances on the

top issues are not as well
known as Haley's.
And for now, he's not taking
questions, staying quiet since

Haley's nomination was
announced on Wednesday.
Still, it's certain he'll face

the usual decisions of what
takes priority as he works
with the General Assembly
on how to spend money.
And the demands on the
state's pocketbook seem to
be particularly acute right
now.
Here are, arguably, the

top five most pressing
things South Carolina's next
governor faces.

SCHOOLS
This year, lawmakers

approved spending
$430 million more in gen­
eral fund dollars on educa­
tion than nine years ago,
before the Great Recession.

But the state is spending
only slightly higher in in­
flation­adjusted dollars
than before the Great Re­
cession, and is educating
6percent more students
than before the recession.
Haley pushed lawmakers

to spend more on education
in recent years on reading
coaches, technology and
students in poverty. But
this year, legislators failed
to pass Haley's proposal –
the first of its kind in nearly
two decades – to spend
state money to help poor
districts build and renovate
schools.
For decades, districts

have had to raise money
locally to upgrade facilities

–leaving wealthier districts
with strong tax bases with a
huge advantage over poorer
ones.
McMaster likely will have

arole in how the state
responds to the Abbeville
lawsuit.
State Sen. John Courson,

R­Richland, who has
chaired the state Senate
education committee in the
past, said eduction is the
state's No. 1 issue.
"The governor, being the

chief executive officer of
the state, will be engaged
heavily" in education pol­
icies and spending, Cour­
son said.

SEEMCMASTER,3C
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MCMASTER
ROADS
South Carolina's roads

continue to crumble.
In part, that's because

lawmakers have not
increased the state's
16.75 cent­a­gallon gas tax,
the second­lowest in the
nation, in nearly 30 years.
That money is one of the
state's primary funding
sources for repairs.
After winning re­election

in 2014, Haley endorsed a
10­cent gas tax increase
only if it were paired with a
much larger income tax cut.
Critics of her plan argue
such a tax break would raid
the state's budget and force
South Carolina to cut servic­
es.
Whether McMaster would

sign a proposal increasing
the state's gas tax remains
to be seen. If he approved a
tax hike of any kind, it
could be used against him
in a GOP primary, should
he seek re­election.
However, road­repair

advocates hope he will
approve spending more
money to improve the
state's roads and bridges.
"We're very hopeful,

certainly, that governor­to­
be McMaster will be looking
closely at the highway
funding road issue that's
been before the Legislature
now for a number of
years," said Bill Ross of the
S.C. Alliance to Fix Our
Roads.

STATE BUDGET
Disasters have struck the

Palmetto State two years in
arow.
First, a historically heavy

rainfall caused flooding
across the Midlands and
the coast in October 2015,
killing 19 people. That
flooding cost taxpayers
about $150 million,
including $40 million for
grants to farmers whose
crops were damaged.
This year, Hurricane

Matthew brushed the S.C.
coast, causing damage and
additional flooding, partic­
ularly in Beaufort, Horry
and Georgetown counties
and parts of the Pee Dee.
However, lawmakers will

have only about a third of

the added money they had
last year. That means any
money spent to pay for
disaster relief will quickly
cut into money to pay for
other expenses.
State budget writers also

will grapple with how to
pay for programs at state
agencies and overdue
maintenance at state gov­
ernment buildings, includ­
ing on
college campuses.

STATE EMPLOYEES
The Great Recession

forced cuts across state
government, eliminating
many employees' jobs. In
addition, S.C. state workers
received no pay increases
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during four of the past
10 budget years.
However, lawmakers

in the spring passed a
3.25percent pay raise, the
largest in a decade.
That raise increased the

pay of about 61,000 state
employees, about 21,000
of whom work in Richland
County, according to the
state Department of Ad­
ministration.
McMaster is from Colum­

bia, where many state
employees live, which
could give him reason to
support more money for
state workers.

PENSION
Like governments across

the country, South Carolina
has a pension problem, and
the bulk of the Baby Boom­
ers have yet to retire.
Ajoint panel of S.C.

House members and sen­

GERRY MELENDEZ gmelendez@thestate.com

If South Carolina Gov. NikkiHaleyis confirmed by the U.S.
Senate and beginsher newrole asambassadorto the United
Nations, Henry McMasterwillbecome thestate'snew
governor.In movinginto the governor's mansion, hewill
inherit verypressing issues, includingrepairingthe state's
crumblingroads and bridges.

ators have begun reviewing
how to address the state's

roughly $20 billion in pen­
sion debt.
That estimate, by consul­

tants for the state, is the
difference between the
amount the pension fund
has to pay for the retire­
ment benefits of state and
local government workers,
including teachers, and the
amount it has promised to
pay in the future to current
employees and retirees.
To close that gap, law­

makers are looking at
whether to spend more
taxpayer money or take
more money from the pay­
checks of current workers.
Lawmakers also could

close the pension plan to
new employees and require
them to take part in a de­
fined contribution plan, like
a401(k) investment plan.
In the short term, that
would increase the pension
system's unfunded liability
because new workers would
not be paying into the sys­

tem. But, in the long term,
it would reduce the state's
pension costs.
Whether McMaster will

favor one solution over
another remains to be seen.

Cassie Cope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope
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Planned Parenthoodseesasurge in calls
BY ROBHOTAKAINEN

rhotakainen@mcclatchydc.com
The phonehas beenringing

offthe hook at PlannedParent­
hoodof GreaterWashington
andNorth Idaho,with women
rushing tomake appointments
toget long­acting birth control.
Inthe twoweeks sinceDon­

ald Trump wonthe presidency,
the number ofappointments at
the organization's12 clinicshas
jumpedby 81percent, according
tospokeswoman TiffanyHarms.
The most popularrequests:

intrauterine devices,or IUDs,
smallplastic birth control de­

vicesthat are insertedinto the
uterus andleft inplace, and
hormonal implants.
PlannedParenthoodofficials

say it'sasimilarsituation across
the country,with manywomen
bracedfor the worst.Theyfear
Trump willtry tofollow through
onhis promisestolimit abortion
andscrap the AffordableCare
Act,which helps many poor
women byproviding birthcon­
trolwith noco­pays.
Trump stokedfears onthe

subject duringan MSNBCtown

hallforum last March, when he
saidwomen who gotabortions
should face"some form ofpun­
ishment"if the procedurewere
banned. (Helater backpedaled,
sayingthe abortion provider
should beheld liable.)
And inan interview withCBS'

"60Minutes"on Nov. 13,
Trump saidhewould appoint
conservativejustices tothe U.S.
SupremeCourt tooverturnthe

SEEABORTION,10A
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ABORTION
landmark1973Roe v.
Wadedecision, which
declaredawoman'scon­
stitutional righttoan
abortion.
Trump saidtheabortion

issuethencouldbe decid­
ed byindividual states.
And ifastatedecidedto
ban abortion,hesaid,
women would"have togo
toanother state"to termi­
natepregnancies.
On CapitolHill, backers

of abortionrightsare
gearedupfor a full­scale
assaultin2017.
"Women'saccess to

reproductivehealth care
shouldn't bedependenton
their incomeor their ZIP
code,"said Washington
stateDemocratic Rep.
Suzan DelBene."It puts
women'shealth at risk,
andthese are also wom­
en's constitutionalrights.
... President­electTrump
hassaidhe'd punishwo­
men forexercising their
constitutionalrights.That
is unacceptableand ex­
tremely concerning."
While it couldtake

Trump yearsto get the
SupremeCourt toover­
turn the law,Harmssaid
the moreimmediate worry
inIdahoand Washington
statewas the prospectof
him moving quicklytoget
ridof the AffordableCare
Act,known as Obamacare.
Harmssaidmanywo­

menwouldsufferabig
financialhitifTrumptried
tojunkthenationalhealth
insuranceplaninthefirst
100daysofhispresidency,
ashehaspromised.
Raegan McDonald­

Mosley, PlannedParent­
hood's chief medicaloffi­
cer, saidout­of­pocket
costs for an IUDcould
rangefrom $500to
$1,000 forawomanwith­
out healthinsurance,
creating"a major barrier,"
for many,especially poor
women.
Harms saidthat since

Nov. 8,requestsfor ap­
pointments forlong­acting
types ofbirth controlhave
increasedfrom 132to239.
WithTrump and Repub­

lican HouseSpeakerPaul

Ryan ofWisconsin both
sayingthey want tostop
fundingPlanned Parent­
hoodnext year,abortion
rightswill beinthe spot­
light as soonas thepresi­
dent­elect takes theoath
at noon onJan. 20.
The Women's Marchon

Washington isscheduled
for thenext morning.
Organizers saymore than
200,000 peoplefrom
across thecountry have
signed upfor the march
fromthe Lincoln Memo­
rial tothe WhiteHouse.
And Jan. 22willmark

44 years sincethe Roev.
Wade decision,an anni­
versary that's suretodraw
heightened attention.
Thousands ofabortion
opponentsare expectedto
turn out forthe annual
"March for Life,"set for
Jan. 27,whilesupporters
of abortionare planning a
counter­demonstration.
Abortionrightsad­

vocates worryTrump will
haveplenty of abortion
opponentsinhis adminis­
tration, includingVice

President­electMike
Pence andhis nomineefor
attorneygeneral, Alabama
Republican Sen.Jeff Ses­
sions.
Inaspeechat Liberty

University last month,
Pence saidthenew ad­
ministration wouldmove
totoughen abortion laws
and eliminatefunding for
PlannedParenthood on
"thefirstdaywe take
office."
"Ilong tosee theday

that Roev. Wadeis con­
signed tothe ashheap of
history, whereit belongs,"
hesaid.
KenBlackwell,aformer

mayorofCincinnatiwho's
oneofTrump'stopdomes­
ticpolicyadvisers,has
angeredbackersofgay
rightsandabortionrights
alike.Inanopinionpiece
lastyearinTheWashing­
tonTimes,Blackwellsaid
thenation"isundergoinga
majorculturalshiftinfavor
oflife"byinsistingon
"equalrightsfortheun­
born."
On Wednesday,Trump
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named twowomen,both
opponentsof abortion,to
key Cabinetposts: Betsy
DeVos, for education
secretary,and SouthCar­
olinaRepublican Gov.
Nikki Haley,as ambassa­
dor totheUnited Nations.
Earlierthis year,Haley
signed abill banning abor­
tions after 20weeksof

pregnancy,and ifcon­
firmed she'dhaveahigh­
profileplank tooppose
nationsthat promote abor­
tion rights.
Trump tappedRepub­

lican Rep.Marsha Black­
burnof Tennesseetojoin
his transitionteam earlier
this month. Shehas drawn
fire fromDemocrats on

Capitol Hillfor herwork
leading theHouse Select
InvestigativePanelon
Infant Lives,aspecial
committeeformed last
year toinvestigate abor­
tion providers.
The Centers for Disease

Controland Prevention
saidWednesday that
664,435women had abor­

tions in2013,the latest
year for whichfigures are
available. That's a5per­
cent declinefrom2012.
"We givethanks that

more womenare rejecting
abortion andchoosinglife
for their unborn children,"
saidCarolTobias, the
president ofthe National
Right toLife Committee.

ALEXBRANDON AP

The MarchforLife takes placeevery January inWashington,D.C.,on
the anniversary ofthe1973 Roe vs. Wade Supreme Court ruling.

''WOMEN'SACCESSTO REPRODUCTIVE
HEALTHCARESHOULDN'TBE
DEPENDENTONTHEIRINCOMEOR
THEIRZIPCODE."

Rep. SuzanDelBene,D­Wash.
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THEBUZZ

SC's
'justin
case'
budget
BY CASSIECOPE

ccope@thestate.com

Askedby the governorto imaginea
worst casescenario–anotherrecession –
stateagenciescame upwith about
$200 million inbudget cuts that would
slash hundreds of state jobs.

It's unlikelyto happen, but ifthere isa
shortfallinrevenues, S.C. agencies propose
roughly $200million inbudget cuts that
would eliminate hundredsof stateworkers'
jobs.
InAugust, Gov.Nikki Haley directed

stateagencies paid forthrough thegeneral
fund budget–largelytax dollarsthat come
fromsales taxesand businessand personal
incometaxes –toincludeaplanfor 3
percent cuts intheir spendingrequestsfor
next year.
Haley orderedthe plansfor cuts incase of

an economicdownturn.

The likelihoodof arecession islow, econ­
omists say,particularly since theNov. 8
electionof Republican President­electDon­
ald Trump,who is promisingan economic
stimulus packageincludingtaxcuts and
spending oninfrastructure.
Butthat wasn't known when Haley re­

questedstate agenciesto preparefor apos­
siblerecession.
Stateagencies responded that ifthey did

havetocut their budgets by3percent, they
would cut programsandstaffing.
Forexample:
AS.C. schools,throughthe Departmentof

Education, would cut$86.4million. Those
cuts would comeat the sametimethat rural
schools,having wona20­plus­year­old
lawsuit, are trying toget thestate togive

SEEBUZZ,7A
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themmore money.
AThe embattled Department

of SocialServices saidit would
cut $4.5million, which includes
more than300employees.
Afterthe deathsof children
under itssupervision, Social
Services hasbeenspending
millionsmore toaddworkers
so that it couldcut the case­
loadsof overworked child­
welfare workers.
AThe state'shealth agency

saidit would cut $3.6 million in
spending. Thatagency has
been addingstaffers toitsdam­
regulationprogram inthewake
of damfailures in2015and
earlier this fall.
AThe DepartmentofJuvenile

Justice saidit wouldcut $3.2
million. Thatagency's Broad
River Roadcampus wasracked
byariotlast year,caused in
part bystaffingshortages
among underpaid workers.
However, the cutsdo not

seemlikely.
Statebudget forecasters,who

met earlierthis month, donot
projectanycuts will beneeded.
Instead, they added $446mil­
lionin new revenuestothe

generalfund budget that law­
makerswill havetospend next
year.
"It'salways good tohavea

plan,"state Rep.Brian White,
R­Anderson, who chairsthe
House budget­writingpanel,
saidof Haley'sbudget­cutting
exercise.
But, headded, "Ihope

there's notadownturn."
If stateagencies had toim­

plement3percent cuts,S.C.
schools wouldget hit hard.
The statestill hasnotre­

sponded toaS.C. Supreme
Court ruling that the stateis
not doing enoughfor poor,
ruralschools.
Until thelawsuit issettled

and schoolshavethe resources
they need, the Departmentof
Education opposesa3percent
cut toeducation spending,said
spokesmanRyan Brown.
If a3percentcut was im­

posed,Social Services, which
hasstruggled tohire andretain
caseworkers andreducetheir
caseloads,would cut 336 full­
time employees,including156
caseworkers. The agencyalso
would eliminate ateen preg­

nancyprevention program.
"The departmentwould

reduceadministrativeand/or
stateoffice positions firstand
the elimination offront line/
caseworker positionswould be
a last resort,"saidspokeswo­
man KarenWingo.
The Departmentof Health

and EnvironmentalControl
saiditscuts would include
funding forarabiescontrol
program, shiftingfinancial
responsibility forthe program
toS.C. counties.
The agency wouldfollow

statelaw andoperate the pro­
gram, saidspokesperson Jennif­
er Read.But it wouldask for
assistancefrom countysheriff's
deputiesand localanimal con­
trol officerstocaptureand
quarantine animals.
Haley will likelyunveil her

proposed statespending plan,
outlining herpriorities, inJan­
uary.
S.C. lawmakersare not

bound bythat plan, and some­
times pay littleattention toit.
House budgetsubcommittees

will begin meetinginJanuaryto

hear stateagencies'requests.
"The reasonwe have(bud­

get) hearingsis so wecan sort
out theneeds fromthe wants,"
saidAssistant GOPMajority
LeaderGary Simrill,R­York.
Some stateagenciesmust be

treated with care.SocialServic­
es,for example,"has been
under fire,underfunded and
understaffed,"Simrill said.
Evenif budgetcuts are need­

ed, stateSen.DarrellJackson,
D­Richland,said, hedid not
anticipate Houseor Senate
budget panelsmaking across­
the­board cuts.
Thatlast happened during

the GreatRecession,when the
economy hitrock bottom,Jack­
sonsaid, addingthat across­
the­board cuts are irresponsib­
le. Instead,if needed,law­
makersshould make cuts stra­
tegically,he said.
Simrill agreed.
"It'sdifficult togo across­

the­board"in statebudget cuts,
Simrill said."Onesize doesnot
fit allin stategovernment."

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope
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themmore money.
AThe embattled Department

of SocialServices saidit would
cut $4.5million, which includes
more than300employees.
Afterthe deathsof children
under itssupervision, Social
Services hasbeenspending
millionsmore toaddworkers
so that it couldcut the case­
loadsof overworked child­
welfare workers.
AThe state'shealth agency

saidit would cut $3.6 million in
spending. Thatagency has
been addingstaffers toitsdam­
regulationprogram inthewake
of damfailures in2015and
earlier this fall.
AThe DepartmentofJuvenile

Justice saidit wouldcut $3.2
million. Thatagency's Broad
River Roadcampus wasracked
byariotlast year,caused in
part bystaffingshortages
among underpaid workers.
However, the cutsdo not

seemlikely.
Statebudget forecasters,who

met earlierthis month, donot
projectanycuts will beneeded.
Instead, they added $446mil­
lionin new revenuestothe
generalfund budget that law­
makerswill havetospend next
year.

"It'salways good tohavea
plan,"state Rep.Brian White,
R­Anderson, who chairsthe
House budget­writingpanel,
saidof Haley'sbudget­cutting
exercise.
But, headded, "Ihope

there's notadownturn."
If stateagencies had toim­

plement3percent cuts,S.C.
schools wouldget hit hard.
The statestill hasnotre­

sponded toaS.C. Supreme
Court ruling that the stateis
not doing enoughfor poor,
ruralschools.
Until thelawsuit issettled

and schoolshavethe resources
they need, the Departmentof
Education opposesa3percent
cut toeducation spending,said
spokesmanRyan Brown.
If a3percentcut was im­

posed,Social Services, which
hasstruggled tohire andretain
caseworkers andreducetheir
caseloads,would cut 336 full­
time employees,including156
caseworkers. The agencyalso
would eliminate ateen preg­
nancyprevention program.
"The departmentwould

reduceadministrativeand/or
stateoffice positions firstand
the elimination offront line/

caseworker positionswould be
a last resort,"saidspokeswo­
man KarenWingo.
The Departmentof Health

and EnvironmentalControl
saiditscuts would include
funding forarabiescontrol
program, shiftingfinancial
responsibility forthe program
toS.C. counties.
The agency wouldfollow

statelaw andoperate the pro­
gram, saidspokesperson Jennif­
er Read.But it wouldask for
assistancefrom countysheriff's
deputiesand localanimal con­
trol officerstocaptureand
quarantine animals.
Haley will likelyunveil her

proposed statespending plan,
outlining herpriorities, inJan­
uary.
S.C. lawmakersare not

bound bythat plan, and some­
times pay littleattention toit.
House budgetsubcommittees

will begin meetinginJanuaryto
hear stateagencies'requests.
"The reasonwe have(bud­

get) hearingsis so wecan sort
out theneeds fromthe wants,"
saidAssistant GOPMajority
LeaderGary Simrill,R­York.
Some stateagenciesmust be

treated with care.SocialServic­
es,for example,"has been

under fire,underfunded and
understaffed,"Simrill said.
Evenif budgetcuts are need­

ed, stateSen.DarrellJackson,
D­Richland,said, hedid not
anticipate Houseor Senate
budget panelsmaking across­
the­board cuts.
Thatlast happened during

the GreatRecession,when the
economy hitrock bottom,Jack­
sonsaid, addingthat across­
the­board cuts are irresponsib­
le. Instead,if needed,law­
makersshould make cuts stra­
tegically,he said.
Simrill agreed.
"It'sdifficult togo across­

the­board"in statebudget cuts,
Simrill said."Onesize doesnot
fit allin stategovernment."

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope
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CINDI ROSS SCOPPE•ASSOCIATE EDITOR

GodspeedGov. Haley;
welcomeGov. McMaster
GOV. NIKKIHaley,it

turned out, hasareal
gift for knowing what
to sayand doandhow

to sayand doit duringtimes of
crisis ­the floodsof 2015, Hur­
ricane Matthew, the tragedyat

Emanuel
A.M.E.
Church.
She has

nudged our
state toward
providing a
decent educa­
tion for all
children,
though westill
have fartogo.

And she hasmadesome very
good appointments ­most
notably but notexclusively Bob­
by Hittas the Commercesecre­
tary whoworked withher on
impressive job recruitment.
But for allthe goodshe has

done, shehasbeen unwillingor
unable to overcometwoover­
arching flaws:
AHerrigid unwillingnessto

compromise with lawmakers­
most notably but notexclusively
in herdemandthat they cut
income taxesby$1.8billionin
return forraising thegas taxby
$400 million topay forroad
repairs (yes, those crazynum­
bers arecorrect).
AHerdisdainfor the ruleof

law,which she hasmanifested
ineverything fromordering
police toarrest demonstrators
for crimes that did notexist to
excoriating Lt.Gov.Henry
McMaster's procedural ruling in
the Senate­whichhe hadab­
solutely nochoice but tomake
­ that dealtatemporary set­
back toan ethicsreform they
both supported.

Mr.McMaster hashis own
flaws, which I'm surewe'll
come toknow ifthe U.S.Senate
confirms Gov.Haley asambas­
sador tothe United Nations,but
he definitely doesnothave
those two.
Justthe opposite:He hasa

deep andabiding respectforthe
ruleof law,andhe hasafunda­
mental appreciation for the
necessity ofcompromise.
It's hard todisentangle those

two qualities,which areat the
root ofhis most distinguishing
characteristics ofhis eight years
as SouthCarolina'sattorney
general: politicalcourage and
independence and theability to
bring peopletogether towork
collaboratively toward creative
solutions todifficultproblems.
When youcouple this with his
good working relationshipwith
our legislators,it'shard not to
beoptimistic aboutaMcMaster
administration.
Although asattorney general

he sometimesinvolved ourstate
unnecessarily infederal fights ­
particularly whilehe wasrun­
ning for theGOP nomination
for governor ­hewas largely
apoliticaland impressive on
strictly SouthCarolina matters.
Mr.McMaster probably was

the firstattorneygeneral who
fully appreciated that hisjob
was todefend theconstitution,
not the government. Hewent so
far astoside withaplaintiff
who suedover lawmakers' dan­
gerous andunconstitutional
practice ofstringing unrelated
matters together inasingle bill,
even arguing incourtagainst
the Legislature'sattorneys. And
no, this shouldn't beextraordin­
ary, but inourlegislativelydom­
inated state, it was.

Alsoextraordinary: staking
out aposition that puthim at
odds with the then­popular
Republican governor andthe
primary voters whosesupport he
would needayear later inhis
quest tosucceed that governor.
In 2009, Mr.McMasterlaidout
the legal argumentthat allowed
the Legislature tobypass then­
Gov.Mark Sanford's opposition
toaccepting federal stimulus
funds, andthensent hisassist­
ant tocourttodefend that ap­
proach. He didthis inspite of
the politicalrisks ­becausehe
was asked whatthe law re­
quired, heanswered ashonestly
as hecould, andhewas then
sued over theresultinglaw.
All of that ­augmented by

his charming,almost childlike
beliefinthe greatpotential for
our state­madehim the
hands­down choiceof ouredi­
torial board forthe Republican
nomination forgovernor in
2010.
Ofcourse helost that raceto

Ms. Haley, but twoyears later
he embarkedonanotherimpor­
tant calling: AtGov.Haley's
request, heandformer Demo­
craticAttorney General Travis
Medlockassembled atask force
that compiled an impressive
roadmapfor reformingour
ethics andcampaign finance
laws.
Ittook nearlyfouryears,but

this spring the Legislature en­
acted alot (notenough, but a
lot)of those reforms­owing
much moreto Mr.McMaster's
effortsthanto Gov.Haley's.
Two yearsago, oureditorial

board endorsed him forlieuten­
ant governor,based onourbe­
lief that theonly reasontoeven
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havealieutenantgovernor is to
havesomeone prepared tostep
inas governor shouldwe ever
need that. As it seemsthat we
now, suddenly andquite un­
expectedly,will.
As I wroteinthat endorse­

ment: "We don'tsupport allof
Mr.McMaster's positions or
agree with allof hispriorities.
But onethingwe've learned
over the years isthat when
we'redealing with mainstream
candidates, their specific policy

positions areusually less impor­
tant thantheir determination to
work onour mostimportant
problems andtheir appreciation
for the collaborativeprocess
that is the foundation ofarepre­
sentative democracy.Mr.
McMaster hasdemonstrated
that this is inhisDNA."
Nothing hehas donesince his

electionhas changed anyof
that.
Well, hedid endorse Donald

Trump,back when there was

stillachance that someone else
couldhave wontheRepublican
nomination, but I havenorea­
son tobelievethat reflected a
change inhisessential nature.
But perhapsIshouldtake him
up onthat offertoget together
and explainhis thinking tome.

Ms.Scoppecan bereached
atcscoppe@thestate.com.

''MR.MCMASTERHAS
ACHARMING,ALMOST
CHILDLIKEBELIEFIN
THEGREAT
POTENTIALFOROUR
STATE.
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Haleyrecordmight
notflyinD.C.
Howexcitingtothinkthat

thegovernessoflittleol'
SouthCarolinacouldbepart
ofDonaldTrump'sadminis­
tration.
Andwhynot?She'salready

checkedmanyoftheRepub­
lican/alt­rightlitmustest
boxes(suppressminority
voting,denyhealth­care
benefits,refuseausetaxto
repairinfrastructure,denyaid
tofarmers,etc.).
Butshedidacceptfederal

fundswithallthoseyucky
Obamacootiesalloverthem
forournaturaldisasterrelief,
andthemostunforgivable
gaffeofall:Shewasinstru­
mentalinremovingtheCon­
federatebattleflagfromthe
StateHousegrounds,which
willbenoted,remembered
andnotforgivenbySteve
Bannon,Mr.Trump'schief
strategist.

–NedRowe
LittleMounta
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Trumpthewinnerin
Haleyappointment
Politicsislikeshucking

oysters:Sometimesyoudon't
knowwhatyou'regoingto
getuntilyouopenit.
CongratulationsPresident­

electDonaldTrumponselec­
tingapearlfromSouthCar­
olinainNikkiHaley.

–CalHarrelson
MyrtleBea
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