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Morning Clips – Thursday, May 5, 2016

Governor Nikki Haley News: 

Associated Press: SC's Gov. Haley 'not interested' in vice presidential slot
http://m.apnews.com/ap/db_268748/contentdetail.htm?contentguid=kIJJUjWn
Meg Kinnard
Gov. Nikki Haley says she's "not interested" in serving as a vice presidential nominee. Haley said in a 
statement provided to The Associated Press Wednesday that she's "flattered" to be mentioned as a possible 
running mate but that her "plate is full" governing South Carolina. Haley's star has risen due in part to her 
response to the Charleston church shooting and South Carolina's historic flooding. She gave this year's 
Republican response to President Barack Obama's State of the Union address. The statement came in 
response to questions about whether Haley would support Donald Trump as the GOP's nominee, now that 
other candidates have left the race.

New York Times: With Donald Trump in Charge, Republicans Have a Day of Reckoning
http://mobile.nytimes.com/2016/05/05/us/politics/trump-gop.html
Patrick Healy, Jonathan Martin, and Maggie Haberman
Republican elected officials, donors and strategists grappled uncomfortably on Wednesday with the 
inevitability of Donald J. Trump as their presidential nominee, an unexpectedly sudden denouement that left 
many in a state of political paralysis and others vowing to oppose the party’s new standard-bearer. While 
some called for unity, many Republican leaders refrained from falling in line behind Mr. Trump, with dozens 
avoiding inquiries about where they stood or saying they wanted Mr. Trump to detail his policies or tone 
down his language first. Others tied themselves in knots as they praised and criticized Mr. Trump in a single 
breath, or suggested that they could abide Mr. Trump but loathed his agenda.
Note: And Gov. Nikki R. Haley of South Carolina, who supported Mr. Rubio and had castigated Mr. Trump at 
times, issued a statement Wednesday reiterating that she would support “the Republican nominee for 
president.” A spokesman for Ms. Haley said she and Mr. Trump had not spoken.

The Hill: Nikki Haley will support Trump, doesn't want to be VP
http://itk.thehill.com/blogs/ballot-box/presidential-races/278757-nikki-haley-says-she-will-support-trump
Jessie Hellman
South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley said she is not interested in running on a ticket with presumptive GOP 
nominee Donald Trump, but said she will support him, according to Reuters.  Haley's name has been floated as 
a potential vice presidential pick in recent days, though she expressed no interest in the position.

Charlotte Observer: Will Trump unify or damage the Republican Party in the Carolinas?
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics-government/article75693942.html
Jim Morrill and Tim Funk
Republicans woke up Wednesday morning to the realization that Donald Trump, once the host of a TV reality 
show, had finally defeated the last of his 17 GOP primary rivals and would almost surely become the party’s 
2016 presidential nominee. The reaction from top Republicans in the Carolinas? Mixed.
Note: The governors of South Carolina and North Carolina repeated their months-old pledges to back the 
eventual GOP nominee without mentioning Trump by name. “I have great respect for the will of the people, 
and as I have always said, I will support the Republican nominee for president,” S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley said in a 
Wednesday statement. But she also discouraged widespread speculation that she might end up as Trump’s 
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running mate.
Note: Ricky Diaz, a spokesman for N.C. Gov. Pat McCrory, who is running for a second term this year, said this: 
“The governor has always said he will support the GOP nominee, but the real question is will (Democratic 
gubernatorial nominee) Roy Cooper support Hillary Clinton or Bernie Sanders?”

The Guardian: Donald Trump: 'we can think about' Ted Cruz as running mate – as it happened
http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/live/2016/may/04/donald-trump-nomination-sanders-clinton-indiana-
primary
Scott Bixby
It’s finally happened. With the suspension of Ohio governor John Kasich’s campaign, billionaire real estate 
tycoon Donald Trump is now the presumptive Republican presidential nominee. Barring some kind of 
cataclysm, political or otherwise, Trump will mount the stage in Cleveland this July in the culmination of the 
most surprising political saga in modern American history.
Note: South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley, whose name has been mentioned as a possible vice presidential 
pick, said today that although she plans on supporting Donald Trump as the Republican nominee, she is not 
interested in the job. “While I am flattered to be mentioned and proud of what that says about the great 
things going on in South Carolina, my plate is full and I am not interested in serving as vice president,” said 
Haley in a statement.

WACH: Haley: I'm not interested in serving as vice president
http://wach.com/news/local/haley-im-not-interested-in-serving-as-vice-president
Matthew Stevens
Governor Nikki Haley said in a statement Wednesday that she is not interested in serving as vice president. "I 
am flattered to be mentioned and proud of what that says about the great things going on in South Carolina, 
my plate is full and I am not interested in serving as vice president," said Haley. The governor added she will 
also the support the Republican nominee for president. Haley did not include Trump's name in the statement, 
but with Ted Cruz and John Kasich dropping out of the race, it seems that support will likely end up behind 
Donald Trump.

WACH: Trump gets support from SC Republican party
http://wach.com/news/local/trump-gets-support-from-sc-republican-party
Leah Holloway
With Ted Cruz and John Kasich now out of the race for the White House, Donald Trump is the presumptive 
GOP nominee. The only challenge standing in Trump's way now is uniting the Republican Party. There are 
some who are disappointed that Trump is the last man standing, because they don't agree with billionaire's 
stance on some key issues.
Note: Even though Governor Nikki Haley said she isn't interested in running for vice president, South Carolina 
Republicans are saying they will stand behind Trump one hundred percent. "Voters have clearly spoken they 
want a political outsider," said Matt Moore Chairman of the SC Republican Party. "They believe rightly so that 
Washington is broken and that Washington is not putting fourth enough policies and principles that help them 
in everyday life."

WSPA: SC Statehouse rally raises awareness of children’s mental health issues
http://wspa.com/2016/05/04/sc-statehouse-rally-raises-awareness-of-childrens-mental-health-issues/
Robert Kittle
It’s Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week in South Carolina, and a rally at the Statehouse Wednesday 
tried to call attention to the size of the problem and the need for treatment. In any given year, one in five 
children and teens has some kind of mental health issue, yet 80 percent of them never get treatment.
Note: Gov. Nikki Haley was at the rally and read her proclamation making this “Children’s Mental Health 
Awareness Week” in the state. She says one message of the rally and the week is aimed at children who have 
mental health issues, that there’s nothing wrong with them; this is just a special part of them. “But we also 
want to remind parents don’t be in denial,” she said at the rally. “If you see it, make sure you acknowledge it. 
Make sure you talk to your child about it. Make sure you talk to a physician about it. And make sure that you 
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give them help.”

WIS: Rally at State House Wednesday for children with mental illness
http://www.wistv.com/story/28989983/hundreds-to-gather-to-support-children-with-mental-illness
Michal Higdon
Throughout the month of May organizations throughout the Midlands are raising awareness for those 
suffering from mental illnesses. The rally at the State House Wednesday was significant. Statistics from 
doctors find one in five children suffer from some form of mental illness. Several organizations were 
advocating Wednesday on behalf of children, including the National Alliance on Mental Illness and Federation 
of Families.
 
General Assembly News: 

Post and Courier: Palmetto Sunrise: House panel holds second hearing on refugee registry bill
http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20160505/PC1603/160509667
Maya T. Prabhu
A House panel will hold its second hearing Thursday on a bill that would require refugees register with the 
state and be tracked by law enforcement. Lawmakers met last week and heard testimony from more than 20 
people, all who spoke against the bill. The legislation, introduced by Roebuck Republican Sen. Lee Bright and 
approved by the Senate earlier this year, would place all refugees who are resettled in South Carolina on a 
registry with the S.C. Department of Social Services and require they be tracked by the State Law Enforcement 
Division.

The State: Citizens could lose right to file pollution lawsuits
http://www.thestate.com/news/politics-government/politics-columns-blogs/the-buzz/article75704382.
html#storylink=apmobile
Sammy Fretwell
Politicians in South Carolina have revived a plan that curtails the public’s right to sue for enforcement of state 
pollution laws — and the bill is within a House vote of passing the Legislature. The House Judiciary Committee 
voted 13-10 this week for legislation blocking citizens from suing under state law to stop corporations, utilities 
and others from contaminating the environment. The bill, approved by the Senate more than a year ago, 
appeared to be dead in the House until it was put on the Judiciary Committee agenda for a vote this week.
Note: The bill could be discussed by the House as soon as today, but is expected to be debated in about two 
weeks. If the House approves the bill, it would go to Gov. Nikki Haley for consideration.

The State: Senate OKs $40 million wish list in budget
http://www.thestate.com/news/politics-government/politics-columns-blogs/the-buzz/article75683022.
html#storylink=apmobile
Cassie Cope
Richland County senators pushed for local projects to be included in $40.4 million of wish-list spending given 
approval Wednesday as part of the state budget. Whether the $40.4 million ever is spent will depend on 
whether state budget forecasters say lawmakers will have extra money in the state budget that takes effect 
July 1. If forecasters add extra money to the state budget, $10 million will be spread across S.C. colleges to pay 
for overdue maintenance projects, a cause supported by state Sen. John Courson, R-Richland.

Greenville News: House lawmaker calls Senate roads plan a 'wobbly punt'
http://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/news/politics/2016/05/04/house-lawmaker-calls-senate-roads-plan-
wobbly-punt/83919846/
Tim Smith
House lawmakers asked questions but took no action Wednesday on a Senate plan that would convert bonds 
into a $4 billion funding package to widen interstates, eliminate every load-restricted bridge on state 
secondary roads and pave primary routes. The legislation is eventually to be married with governance reforms 
for the state's highway agency in negotiations that will take place in the Legislature's waning weeks of this 
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year's session.
Note: Rep. Chip Limehouse, a Charleston Republican who chaired the hearing, told The Greenville News no 
action would be taken on the bill until lawmakers from both chambers agree on a package. He called the 
Senate plan a "wobbly punt" by the Legislature this year toward addressing the state's massive infrastructure 
needs.

WLTX: Bill to Protect Parents and Students Who Refuse Standardized Tests
http://www.wltx.com/news/local/bill-to-protect-parents-and-students-who-refuse-standardized-
tests/171044545
A bill to protect parents and students who opt out of standardized tests was voted down in a House 
subcommittee Wednesday. Several people testified, saying some schools were retaliating against them for 
deciding not to take certain standardized tests. Some who testified said there were consequences like missing 
recess, or making students take the test, regardless of the parents wishes.

LGBT Laws: 

Associated Press: North Carolina leaders denounce federal threat on LGBT law
http://bigstory.ap.org/urn:publicid:ap.org:66c2686258794be8bdd8d282ffb51fb8
Gary D. Robertson and Emery P. Dalesio
Giving no indication of yielding to pressure, North Carolina's Republican leaders called a federal warning about 
the legality of the state's new law limiting LGBT anti-discrimination rules a broad overreach by the 
government. Gov. Pat McCrory and top state legislators were determining what steps to take after the U.S. 
Justice Department said in a letter Wednesday that the state law violated federal civil rights laws and 
threatened possible litigation. "This is no longer just a North Carolina issue, because this conclusion by the 
Department of Justice impacts every state," McCrory said.

SC Agency News:

WACH: DJJ cost-cutting measures may have played a role in February riot
http://wach.com/news/local/djj-cost-cutting-measures-may-have-played-a-role-in-february-riot
Tara Petitt
The South Carolina Department of Juvenile Justice have been under the microscope since a February incident 
where juveniles started fires, attempted to sexually assault female juveniles and attacked employees. 
Following that incident details have revealed the agency has had issues of unrest with the juveniles for years. 
A new lawsuit filed by a former employee of 32 years with DJJ is now bringing more fuel to that fire. "I am told 
that in February of last year, there was a concern that there was too much money being paid for the staff 
there and they needed to make some big cuts in it," said Cromer of the DJJ, which he said has always been 
troubled.

WLTX: SLED, DSS Investigating Possible False Drug Tests
http://www.wltx.com/news/local/sled-dss-investigating-possible-false-drug-tests/171759287
Brianna Smith 
DSS is currently investigating drug test results that were possibly falsified through Accurate Diagnostics at the 
Laurens County branch. Between January 3rd and October 20th of 2015, DSS says the drug test reports are all 
questionable that came from the Laurens County Accurate Diagnostics location. Accurate Diagnostics has a 
contract to take in urine and hair samples to be tested for DSS cases state wide. The hair samples are sent off 
to varying companies including Omega Laboratories in Ohio. During the time period in question, drug test 
results from hair samples were being forwarded to DSS with Omega’s logo on them with positive drug results.

SC Political News:

Associated Press: Info, screenings during Senior Citizen Day at the Statehouse
http://m.apnews.com/ap/db_268748/contentdetail.htm?contentguid=XP1yG1lF
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SC State Wire
Lt. Gov. Henry McMaster is holding a news conference to kick off Senior Citizen Day at the Statehouse. The 
event is part of a celebration of Older Americans Month. Organizers and representatives from the Lieutenant 
Governor's Office on Aging say more than 600 South Carolina citizens are expected to visit the Statehouse on 
Thursday and participate in activities including an informational fair and a tour of public transit options 
provided by the South Carolina Alliance for Mobile Infrastructure. A tent on the Statehouse grounds also 
features guest speakers and entertainment. Walgreens is providing free health screenings.

ABC Columbia: Watch: SC Party Chairmen Weigh in on Trump as Presumptive GOP Nominee
http://www.abccolumbia.com/2016/05/04/watch-sc-party-chairmen-weigh-in-on-trump-as-presumptive-gop-
nominee/
Beth Rousseau
During his victory speech following the Indiana primary Trump said, “We’re going to win, we’re going to win in 
November and we’re going to win big and it’s going to be America first.” But South Carolina Democratic 
Chairman Jaime Harrison says a Trump presidency is the last thing the nation needs. According to Harrison, 
“This guy is a very dangerous, dangerous guy.
Note: Despite some strong objections, including Governor Nikki Haley’s previously outspoken opposition to 
the presumptive GOP nominee, Republican Chairman Matt Moore is adamant that Trump is superior to any 
alternative. “President Hilary Clinton, are the three words that unite all republicans across the country. So 
whether you like him or dislike him or like another candidate in the race we cannot let Hilary Clinton have a 
third term for president Barack Obama,” explains Moore.

WIS: With Donald Trump inevitable, how are SC Republicans responding?
http://www.wistv.com/story/31893251/with-donald-trump-inevitable-how-are-sc-republicans-responding
Jack Kuenzie
Donald Trump's Indiana sweep and the surrender of his last two rivals has Republicans around the nation and 
here in South Carolina re-evaluating their positions on his candidacy. Some of Trump's GOP critics now forced 
to decide if they can stomach the idea of supporting him. "I don't seen any option really I mean you can't," 
state Sen. Larry Martin said. "There's really nowhere else to go." Many have also ruled out any notion of 
crossing over to support Clinton, an option for many Republicans that is even worse than admitting they could 
vote for Trump. But veteran GOP consultant Warren Tompkins is among those worried about the effect of a 
Trump campaign on other Republican candidates.

Opinion/Editorial:

Sun News: Too many businesses to boycott in the LBT bathroom dispute
http://www.myrtlebeachonline.com/opinion/editorials/article75749432.html
Editorial
What’s sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander, so just as North Carolina is facing boycotts because of 
House Bill 2, which rolled back anti-discrimination protections for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
individuals, it’s entirely appropriate that people who favor barring transgenders from restrooms that match 
how the world sees them rather than their genetic structure should boycott companies that publicly oppose 
that view, as some are now calling for a boycott of Target.

South Carolina News:

Associated Press: Report: Children worked at a few RJR contract tobacco farms
http://m.apnews.com/ap/db_268748/contentdetail.htm?contentguid=HAXSCdF7
Martha Waggoner
A report about the practices of farmers who sell tobacco to R.J. Reynolds shows that several growers had 
children under the age of 13 working in their fields despite a pledge by the company to ban the hiring of 
people so young. The report by a consulting company and released Wednesday by a pro-worker group shows 
that five non-family minors under the age of 13 were working in the fields at the time of the assessment.
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Note: Of the 505 workers interviewed, five identified themselves as being 15 to 17 years old. All five worked 
full-time on South Carolina farms and all said they were local to the area in which they worked.

WLTX: Group "Plants It Forward" For SC Farmers
http://www.wltx.com/news/group-plants-it-forward-for-sc-farmers/171042338
Sonia Gutierrez
Seven months to the day after the flood, instead of paying it forward, a group is helping local farmers plant it 
forward. But farmers say they're not sure it's going to be enough to keep our number one industry thriving. A 
month after the flood, the South Carolina Advocates for Agriculture started fundraising money for farmers, 
they called it Plant it Forward. $555,000 was raised and given to 528 farmers in South Carolina.

Local News:

Greenville News: Exclusive: Body cam video shows Mackey's 2015 arrest and early encounter with Officer 
Allen Jacobs
http://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/news/crime/2016/05/04/exclusive-body-cam-video-shows-mackeys-
2015-arrest-and-early-encounter-officer-allen-jacobs/83928544/
Anna Lee
Body cam video, obtained by The Greenville News through a public records request, shows the police 
response and investigation into a report of a robbery in Nicholtown about a year before Greenville police 
officer Allen Jacobs would be killed in the same neighborhood. The incident took place near where Deontea 
Mackey would fatally shoot Jacobs on March 18, behind a house on Rebecca Street. Moments after killing 
Jacobs, Mackey would kill himself. The footage gives a brief glimpse of 16-year-old Mackey and how he 
interacted with police in a case where he would plead guilty to a felony. Jacobs was his arresting officer.

Aiken Standard: Former North Augusta officer involved in 2014 shooting death no longer employed with City
http://www.aikenstandard.com/article/20160504/AIK0101/160509713
Dede Biles and Michael Smith
Former North Augusta police officer Justin Craven is no longer employed by the city, according to town 
officials. Craven’s last day with North Augusta was Tuesday, May 3, according to an email from Diana Miller, 
the city’s human resources manager. He had been employed as a building standards inspector from Sept. 22, 
2014 to May 3. In April, Craven pleaded guilty to official misconduct in office for his role in the February 2014 
shooting death of Ernest Satterwhite Sr. Circuit Judge Frank Addy Jr. sentenced Craven to three years 
probation with 80 hours of public service.

Sun News: Three killed after plane leaving from North Myrtle Beach crashes in New York
http://www.myrtlebeachonline.com/news/local/article75530512.html
Elizabeth Townsend
Three people were killed after a small plane took off from North Myrtle Beach and crashed Tuesday afternoon 
in Syosset, New York. The single-engine, Beech BE35-model plane left Grand Strand Airport in North Myrtle 
Beach destined for Plainville, Connecticut and crashed at 3:45 p.m. Tuesday after the pilot reported a partial 
instrumentation failure to air traffic control, officials said.

Greenville News: Sharing secrets a powerful tool to defeating the stigma of mental illness
http://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/news/health/2016/05/04/sharing-secrets-powerful-tool-defeating-
stigma-mental-illness/83590788/
Liv Osby
If secrecy fuels the stigma that surrounds mental illness, Patrick Kennedy says, then speaking out about one’s 
illness can be a powerful tool to defeat it. “In my book, ‘A Common Struggle,’ I said that we are only as sick as 
our secrets,” said Kennedy, son of the late U.S. Sen. Ted Kennedy and former U.S. Congressman from Rhode 
Island, who will share his story of mental illness and addiction at the Southeastern Symposium on Mental 
Health in Greenville on Saturday. “Today, that’s the mantra of my life,” he told The Greenville News, “and 
speaking out is something I encourage others to do.”
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Note: About 43.8 million people ─ or one in five Americans ─ has a mental illness, according to the South 
Carolina Institute of Medicine & Public Health. And 10 million of them suffer from a serious condition such as 
schizophrenia or bipolar disorder.

Greenville News: 5,700 to receive degrees in Greenville
http://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/news/education/2016/05/04/5700-receive-degrees-
greenville/83941246/
Nathaniel Cary
About 5,700 college graduates will receive degrees or certificates over the next three days in the Greenville 
area. Clemson University will hold its spring commencement at The Bon Secours Wellness Arena in Greenville 
on Saturday, presenting nearly 3,300 degrees in three ceremonies throughout the day.

Sun News: Horry County Schools needs $5 million more for new school supplies
http://www.myrtlebeachonline.com/news/local/education/article75668142.html
Claire Byun
Horry County Schools needs to find another $5 million for the already overbudget school building project, or 
else the district might have to raise taxes. Horry County Schools Board of Education approved a contract to 
build five new schools for $72.9 million more than the original budget in November. The district has already 
coughed up some of the $240.3 million needed to build the schools, but that money doesn’t cover library 
books, art supplies and other equipment. The final cost of those supplies is still up in the air, but John Gardner, 
chief financial officer, said it could be close to $5 million.

The State: Neighbors: Major housing project chance for USC to reduce traffic
http://www.thestate.com/news/local/article75652162.html
Avery G. Wilks
Some downtown residents worry a major student housing development planned for the southern half of 
USC’s campus will only make things worse. USC has suggested some concessions to soften the development’s 
impact on traffic. Those include eliminating the commuter parking lot there and limiting on-site parking to 
“Campus Village” residents, providing shuttles to discourage students from driving and exploring options for 
steering cars away from Pickens Street, which borders the neighborhoods.

Island Packet: Hilton Head seeks legal opinion on problematic, subdivided units
http://www.islandpacket.com/news/business/real-estate-news/article75563757.html
Rebecca Lurye
Hilton Head Island town officials will soon have an outside legal opinion on how to grapple with the issue of 
subdivided condos, which some claim are a fire safety hazard and a magnet for criminal activity. The 
subdivided — or “lockout” — units, are common in Oceanwalk Villas near South Forest Beach Drive, where 
many owners turned their condos’ mother-in-law suites and second and third bedrooms into separate units 
years ago to collect more rent. The practice has also been reported at neighboring Xanadu Villas.

The State: Camden- trained horses beating odds by making Kentucky Derby
http://www.thestate.com/sports/other-sports/article75702292.html#storylink=apmobile
Bob Spear
“Having three colts in the Derby from Camden is stunning, a big deal,” Elser said. “Think about the odds. There 
are about 25,000 thoroughbreds born each year, 20 make in the Derby, and three got their start here.” If the 
oddsmakers are correct, Mohaymen, a son of Tapit with a $2.2 million price tag, is the best of the Camden 
Trio. He won his first five races before a dull fourth-place run in his last start, the Florida Derby, put a damper 
on his prospects in the eyes of some pundits. Shagaf, also tutored in Camden by Shadwell’s Kevin Kahkola, ran 
poorly in his last start after three victories.

National News:

Associated Press: Florida Supreme Court considers overturning death sentences
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http://www.myrtlebeachonline.com/news/local/education/article75668142.html
http://www.thestate.com/news/local/article75652162.html
http://www.islandpacket.com/news/business/real-estate-news/article75563757.html
http://www.thestate.com/sports/other-sports/article75702292.html%23storylink=apmobile


http://bigstory.ap.org/urn:publicid:ap.org:b44a608e1207493fb6adc7f5aa09cd90
The lives of nearly 400 death row inmates hang in the balance during oral arguments Thursday before 
Florida's Supreme Court, which will ultimately decide if their sentences should be reduced to life in prison. The 
hearing comes in response to a U.S. Supreme Court ruling earlier this year that found Florida's system of 
sentencing people to death unconstitutional. The nation's high court said Florida's system gave too much 
power to judges, rather than juries, in imposing capital punishment. The Florida Supreme Court will not rule 
Thursday but use the arguments to help decide whether to reduce the sentences of the state's 389 death row 
inmates.

Associated Press: Senate Dems field large roster of women in the Year of Trump
http://bigstory.ap.org/urn:publicid:ap.org:e1947ed2226749a2918c9b90aed51e52
Erica Werner
If 2016 has been the Year of Trump in politics, it may also end up being a new Year of the Woman, if 
Democrats get their way. And that won't be a coincidence. Democrats will have female Senate candidates on 
the ballot in nine states in November, a near-record, and these contenders will likely be sharing the ticket with 
the first major-party female presidential nominee in history in Hillary Clinton. Donald Trump, whose 
commanding win in Indiana cemented his improbable status as the GOP's presumptive presidential nominee, 
is viewed unfavorably by 70 percent of women, according to Gallup.

World News:

Associated Press: Iraq routed IS from Ramadi at a high cost: A city destroyed
http://bigstory.ap.org/urn:publicid:ap.org:627a3057be2544d68aa75897e299a162
Susannah George, Desmond Butler, and Maya Alleruzzo
This is what victory looks like in the Iraqi city of Ramadi: In the once thriving Haji Ziad Square, not a single 
structure still stands. Turning in every direction yields a picture of devastation. A building that housed a pool 
hall and ice cream shops — reduced to rubble. A row of money changers and motorcycle repair garages — 
obliterated, a giant bomb crater in its place. The square's Haji Ziad Restaurant, beloved for years by Ramadi 
residents for its grilled meats — flattened. The restaurant was so popular its owner built a larger, fancier 
branch across the street three years ago. That, too, is now a pile of concrete and twisted iron rods.
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