
From: Lily Cogdill <LilyCogdill@scstatehouse.gov>
To: Danny Varat <DannyVarat@scstatehouse.gov>

Catherine McNicoll <CatherineMcNicoll@scstatehouse.gov>
Date: 8/16/2017 9:24:34 AM

Subject: FW: Information on Presidential Executive Order on Establishing Discipline and 
Accountability in the Environmental Review and Permitting Process for Infrastructure

As information.
 
Lily
 

From: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO [mailto:Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov] 
 
Sent: Wednesday, August 16, 2017 8:55 AM
 
To: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO 
Subject: Information on Presidential Executive Order on Establishing Discipline and Accountability in the 
Environmental Review and Permitting Process for Infrastructure
 
Dear Lt. Governors and Executive Assistants:
 
We thought you would find below information of interest as we had heard from many state officials of the 
need for this action.
 
Sincerely,
Doug Hoelscher
 
 

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 15, 2017
 

PRESIDENT DONALD J. TRUMP WORKS TO REBUILD AMERICA’S INFRASTRUCTURE

“Crumbling infrastructure will be replaced with new roads, bridges, tunnels, airports, and railways gleaming across 
our very, very beautiful land.” – President Donald J. Trump

MODERNIZING AN OUTDATED SYSTEM: The old system for completing environmental reviews was 
fragmented, inefficient, and unpredictable to the American people.

The Federal Government currently lacks a system for tracking the costs of the environmental 
review and permitting process for major infrastructure projects. 

The Executive Order will require agencies to track the costs of conducting environmental 
reviews and making permitting decisions.

With regulatory red tape to jump through, major infrastructure projects are held up for years at 
significant cost to our economy. 

According to a 2014 Government Accountability Office (GAO) report, it takes 7 years on 
average for a complex highway project to go through the entire environmental review 
process.

According to the National Association of Environmental Professionals, a single agency 
can take 3.7 to 5 years on average to complete an environmental review.
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One study has found that the average delay of six years for major infrastructure projects 
costs the U.S. economy trillions.

 

REMOVING ROADBLOCKS TO IMPROVED INFRASTRUCTURE: Today, President Donald J. Trump 
signed an Executive Order Establishing Discipline and Accountability In the Environmental Review and 
Permitting Process for Infrastructure Projects.

The Executive Order will make the environmental and permitting processes needed for major 
infrastructure projects more efficient and effective..

Rather than allow for a patchwork of agency reviews, this Order implements a One 
Federal Decision policy under which the lead Federal agency will work with other 
relevant Federal agencies to complete the environmental reviews and permitting 
decisions needed for major infrastructure projects.

Each agency will sign a joint Record of Decision and all required Federal permits 
will be issued 90 days later.

The order establishes a two-year goal to process environmental documents for major 
infrastructure projects.

The entire environmental review and permitting process will be reviewed to improve 
performance across the government and hold every Agency accountable. Under this order: 

The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) will develop and implement an action plan 
to improve environmental reviews Government-wide.

The CEQ will mediate disagreements between Federal agencies so a decision isn’t delayed 
amid bureaucratic disputes.

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) will develop a two-year Government-wide 
modernization goal and ensure Federal agencies take meaningful steps to achieve it.

Agencies will modify their strategic plans to include agency-specific goals for improving 
environmental review and permitting processes, and hold their officials accountable.

OMB will establish a performance accountability system and score each agency on their 
implementation of the Executive Order. Poor performance will be considered in budget 
formulation and could result in the imposition of available penalties.

Agencies will also be held accountable for implementing appropriate best practices that 
are proven to enhance the environmental review and permitting process.

The Executive Order makes clear that environmental protections will be maintained, and that 
the process should focus more on decision-making and good environmental outcomes rather 
than bureaucratic process.

 

BUILDING ON PAST SUCCESS: President Trump has made infrastructure a priority and has taken 
action to rebuild America.

President Trump has unleashed oil and gas development in the United States by expanding access to 
resources and the infrastructure needed to get them to market. 

Approved the Keystone XL and Dakota Access pipelines, which is estimated to create over 
42,000 jobs and $2 billion in earnings. 

Signed an Executive Order mandating future pipeline work to be done by American 



workers and with American steel.
Expedited new pipeline approval and production, such as the New Burgos Pipeline to Mexico.
The President has dedicated $200 billion in his budget as part of a $1 trillion investment plan to 
rebuild infrastructure. 

The Federal Government will help bring transformative projects to market that will bring 
the country’s infrastructure into the 21st century.

Rural America will receive grants to rebuild crippled bridges, roads, and waterways.

States and cities will receive grants to meet their own infrastructure challenges.

Qualified projects of regional and national significance, such as those created under the 
Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act, will receive loans.

Government will get out of the way to allow State and local governments to succeed at meeting 
their unique challenges. 

Only 1/5 of infrastructure spending comes from the Federal Government, the vast 
majority comes from states, localities, and the private sector.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
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August 15, 2017

 

 

EXECUTIVE ORDER

 

- - - - - - -

 

ESTABLISHING DISCIPLINE AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND 

PERMITTING PROCESS FOR INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

 

 

  By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the 

laws of the United States of America, and in order to ensure that the 

Federal environmental review and permitting process for infrastructure 

projects is coordinated, predictable, and transparent, it is hereby 

ordered as follows:

 

  Section 1. Purpose. America needs increased infrastructure investment to 

strengthen our economy, enhance our competitiveness in world trade, create 

jobs and increase wages for our workers, and reduce the costs of goods and 

services for our families. The poor condition of America's infrastructure 

has been estimated to cost a typical American household thousands of 

dollars each year. Inefficiencies in current infrastructure project 

decisions, including management of environmental reviews and permit 

decisions or authorizations, have delayed infrastructure investments, 



increased project costs, and blocked the American people from enjoying 

improved infrastructure that would benefit our economy, society, and 

environment. More efficient and effective Federal infrastructure decisions 

can transform our economy, so the Federal Government, as a whole, must 

change the way it processes environmental reviews and authorization 

decisions.

 

  Sec. 2. Policy. It is the policy of the Federal Government to:

 

  (a) safeguard our communities and maintain a healthy environment;

 

  (b) ensure that Federal authorities make informed decisions concerning 

the environmental impacts of infrastructure projects;

 

  (c) develop infrastructure in an environmentally sensitive manner;

 

  (d) provide transparency and accountability to the public regarding 

environmental review and authorization decisions;

 

  (e) be good stewards of public funds, including those used to develop 

infrastructure projects, and avoid duplicative and wasteful processes;

 

  (f) conduct environmental reviews and authorization processes in a 

coordinated, consistent, predictable, and timely manner in order to give 

public and private investors the confidence necessary to make funding 

decisions for new infrastructure projects;

 

  (g) speak with a coordinated voice when conducting environmental reviews 

and making authorization decisions; and

 

  (h) make timely decisions with the goal of completing all Federal 

environmental reviews and authorization decisions for major infrastructure 

projects within 2 years.

 

  Sec. 3. Definitions. The terms of this order shall be applied 

consistently with those defined under 42 U.S.C. 4370m and implementing 

guidance to the maximum extent possible. The following definitions shall 

specifically apply:

 

  (a) "Authorization" means any license, permit, approval, finding, 

determination, or other administrative decision issued by a Federal 

department or agency (agency) that is required or authorized under Federal 

law in order to site, construct, reconstruct, or commence operations of an 

infrastructure project, including any authorization under 42 U.S.C. 

4370m(3).

 

  (b) "CAP Goals" means Federal Government Priority Goals established by 

the Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) Modernization Act of 

2010, Public Law 111-352, 124 Stat. 3866, and commonly referred to as 

Cross-Agency Priority (CAP) Goals.

 

  (c) "Federal Permitting Improvement Steering Council" or "FPISC" means 

the entity established under 42 U.S.C. 4370m-1.



 

  (d) "Infrastructure project" means a project to develop the public and 

private physical assets that are designed to provide or support services 

to the general public in the following sectors: surface transportation, 

including roadways, bridges, railroads, and transit; aviation; ports, 

including navigational channels; water resources projects; energy 

production and generation, including from fossil, renewable, nuclear, and 

hydro sources; electricity transmission; broadband internet; pipelines; 

stormwater and sewer infrastructure; drinking water infrastructure; and 

other sectors as may be determined by the FPISC.

 

  (e) "Major infrastructure project" means an infrastructure project for 

which multiple authorizations by Federal agencies will be required to 

proceed with construction, the lead Federal agency has determined that it 

will prepare an environmental impact statement (EIS) under the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq., and the project 

sponsor has identified the reasonable availability of funds sufficient to 

complete the project.

 

  (f) "Permitting timetable" means an environmental review and 

authorization schedule, or other equivalent schedule, for a project or 

group of projects that identifies milestones -- including intermediate and 

final completion dates for action by each agency on any Federal 

environmental review or authorization required for a project or group of 

projects -- that is prepared by the lead Federal agency in consultation 

with all cooperating and participating agencies.

 

  Sec. 4. Agency Performance Accountability. Federal agencies should 

follow transparent and coordinated processes for conducting environmental 

reviews and making authorization decisions. These processes must include 

early and open coordination among Federal, State, tribal, and local 

agencies and early engagement with the public. Holding Federal agencies 

accountable for their progress on implementing the policy set forth in 

section 2 of this order should, among other things, produce measurably 

better environmental outcomes with respect to infrastructure development.

 

  (a) Performance Priority Goals.

 

(i) CAP Goal. A CAP Goal is a Federal tool for accelerating 

progress in priority areas that require active collaboration 

among multiple agencies to overcome organizational barriers and 

to achieve better performance than one agency could achieve on 

its own. Within 180 days of the date of this order, the Director 

of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), in consultation 

with the FPISC, shall establish a CAP Goal on Infrastructure 

Permitting Modernization so that, where permitted by law:

 

(A) Federal environmental reviews and authorization 

processes for infrastructure projects are consistent, 

coordinated, and predictable; and

 

(B) the time for the Federal Government's processing of 

environmental reviews and authorization decisions for new 



major infrastructure projects should be reduced to not more 

than an average of approximately 2 years, measured from the 

date of the publication of a notice of intent to prepare an 

environmental impact statement or other benchmark deemed 

appropriate by the Director of OMB.

 

(ii) Agency Goals. All Federal agencies with environmental 

review, authorization, or consultation responsibilities for 

infrastructure projects shall modify their Strategic Plans and 

Annual Performance Plans under the GPRA Modernization Act of 

2010 to include agency performance goals related to the 

completion of environmental reviews and authorizations for 

infrastructure projects consistent with the new CAP Goal on 

Infrastructure Permitting Modernization. The agencies shall 

integrate the achievement of these performance goals into 

appropriate agency personnel performance plans, such as those of 

the agency Chief Environmental Review and Permitting Officers 

(CERPOs) or other appropriate officials, consistent with 

guidance to be provided by OMB, in consultation with the Office 

of Personnel Management. Progress on these goals shall be 

reviewed and analyzed by agency leadership, pursuant to the GPRA 

Modernization Act of 2010.

 

  (b) Accountability. Within 180 days of the establishment of the CAP Goal 

on Infrastructure Permitting Modernization, as described in subsection (a) 

of this section, or such longer period of time as determined by the 

Director of OMB, OMB, in consultation with the FPISC, shall issue guidance 

for establishing a performance accountability system to facilitate 

achievement of the CAP Goal.

 

(i) Tracking of Major Infrastructure Projects. The performance 

accountability system shall track each major infrastructure 

project. The performance accountability system shall include, at 

a minimum, assessments of the agency's performance with respect 

to each of the following areas, as applicable:

 

(A) whether major infrastructure projects are processed 

using the "One Federal Decision" mechanism, as described in 

subsection 5(b) of this order;

 

(B) whether major infrastructure projects have a permitting 

timetable;

 

(C) whether major infrastructure projects follow an 

effective process that automatically elevates instances in 

which permitting timetable milestones are missed or 

extended, or are anticipated to be missed or extended, to 

appropriate senior agency officials;

 

(D) whether agencies are meeting the established milestones 

in the permitting timetable;

 

(E) the time it takes to complete the processing of 



environmental reviews and authorizations for each major 

infrastructure project; and

 

(F) the costs of the environmental reviews and 

authorizations for each major infrastructure project.

 

(ii) Scoring. The accountability system shall include a scoring 

mechanism that shall follow, at a minimum, the following 

procedures:

 

(A) agencies will submit information to OMB, consistent 

with existing reporting mechanisms to the maximum extent 

possible, on the assessment areas described in subsection 

(b)(i) of this section;

 

(B) at least once per quarter, OMB will produce a scorecard 

of agency performance and overall progress toward achieving 

CAP Goal targets;

 

(C) where an agency's inability to meet a permitting 

timetable milestone results in a significant delay of the 

project timeline, after consulting with the project sponsor 

and relevant agencies, agencies will submit (based on OMB 

guidance) an estimate of the delay's costs to the project; 

and

 

(D) the Director of OMB will consider each agency's 

performance during budget formulation and determine whether 

appropriate penalties, including those authorized at 23 U.

S.C. 139(h)(7) and 33 U.S.C. 2348(h)(5), must or should be 

imposed, to the extent required or permitted by law, for 

those that significantly fail to meet a permitting 

timetable milestone or in other situations deemed 

appropriate by the Director of OMB after considering the 

causes of any poor performance.

 

(iii) Best Practices. Agencies shall implement the techniques 

and strategies the FPISC annually identifies as best practices 

pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 4370m-1(c)(2)(B), as appropriate. The 

performance accountability system shall track and score agencies 

on the incorporation and implementation of appropriate best 

practices for all infrastructure projects, including the 

implementation of such best practices at an agency's field 

level.

 

  Sec. 5. Process Enhancements. In furtherance of the policy described in 

section 2 of this order, Federal agencies shall follow a more unified 

environmental review and authorization process.

 

  (a) Processing of Major Infrastructure Projects. In processing 

environmental reviews and authorizations for major infrastructure 

projects, Federal agencies shall:

 



(i) use "One Federal Decision" described in subsection (b) of 

this section;

 

(ii) develop and follow a permitting timetable, which shall be 

reviewed and updated at least quarterly by the lead Federal 

agency in consultation with Federal cooperating and 

participating agencies; and

 

(iii) follow an effective process that automatically elevates 

instances where a permitting timetable milestone is missed or 

extended, or is anticipated to be missed or extended, to 

appropriate senior agency officials of the lead Federal agency 

and the cooperating and participating Federal agency or agencies 

to which the milestone applies.

 

  (b) One Federal Decision.

 

(i) Each major infrastructure project shall have a lead Federal 

agency, which shall be responsible for navigating the project 

through the Federal environmental review and authorization 

process, including the identification of a primary Federal point 

of contact at each Federal agency. All Federal cooperating and 

participating agencies shall identify points of contact for each 

project, cooperate with the lead Federal agency point of 

contact, and respond to all reasonable requests for information 

from the lead Federal agency in a timely manner.

 

(ii) With respect to the applicability of NEPA to a major 

infrastructure project, the Federal lead, cooperating, and 

participating agencies for each major infrastructure project 

shall all record any individual agency decision in one Record of 

Decision (ROD), which shall be coordinated by the lead Federal 

agency unless the project sponsor requests that agencies issue 

separate NEPA documents, the NEPA obligations of a cooperating 

or participating agency have already been satisfied, or the lead 

Federal agency determines that a single ROD would not best 

promote completion of the project's environmental review and 

authorization process. The Federal lead, cooperating, and 

participating agencies shall all agree to a permitting timetable 

that includes the completion dates for the ROD and the federally 

required authorizations for the project.

 

(iii) All Federal authorization decisions for the construction 

of a major infrastructure project shall be completed within 90 

days of the issuance of a ROD by the lead Federal agency, 

provided that the final EIS includes an adequate level of detail 

to inform agency decisions pursuant to their specific statutory 

authority and requirements. The lead Federal agency may extend 

the 90-day deadline if the lead Federal agency determines that 

Federal law prohibits the agency from issuing its approval or 

permit within the 90-day period, the project sponsor requests 

that the permit or approval follow a different timeline, or the 

lead Federal agency determines that an extension would better 



promote completion of the project's environmental review and 

authorization process.

 

(iv) The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) and OMB shall 

develop the framework for implementing One Federal Decision, in 

consultation with the FPISC.

 

(A) The framework should be consistent with the model 

processes established under 42 U.S.C. 4370m-2, 23 U.S.C. 

139, 33 U.S.C. 2348, the 2015 "Red Book" (officially 

entitled "Synchronizing Environmental Reviews for 

Transportation and Other Infrastructure Projects"), and CEQ 

guidance on efficient and timely environmental reviews 

under NEPA.

 

(B) The framework shall also include guidance on the 

development of permitting timetables by the lead Federal 

agencies, in collaboration with Federal cooperating and 

participating agencies. Permitting timetables shall 

identify estimated intermediate and final completion dates 

for all environmental reviews and authorizations that are 

reasonably anticipated as being needed for a project, 

including the process for granting extensions of any 

established dates. The guidance shall specify that lead 

Federal agencies need not include the estimated 

intermediate and final completion dates of any such reviews 

or authorizations until the design of a project has 

sufficiently advanced so that they can be developed. In 

such cases, the guidance shall instruct lead Federal 

agencies to estimate when the project's design will be 

advanced enough to determine such dates. The timelines 

shall account for any federally required decisions or 

permits that are assumed by, or delegated to, State, 

tribal, or local agencies and the extent to which any 

approval or permit to be issued by a Federal agency is 

dependent upon the issuance of such a decision or permit.

 

(C) CEQ and OMB shall also develop guidance for applying 

One Federal Decision whenever the lead agency is a State, 

tribal, or local agency exercising an assignment or 

delegation of an agency's NEPA responsibilities.

 

  (c) Dashboard. All projects subject to 23 U.S.C. 139 and "covered 

projects" under 42 U.S.C. 4370m shall be tracked on the Dashboard 

established under 42 U.S.C. 4370m-2(b). Other projects or classes of 

projects subject to special environmental review and authorization 

streamlining processes similar to those referenced in this subsection may 

also be tracked on the Dashboard at the discretion of the FPISC Executive 

Director. The dates for milestones of all projects tracked on the 

Dashboard shall be updated monthly, or on another appropriate timeline as 

may be determined by the FPISC Executive Director.

 

  (d) Executive Order 13766. For purposes of implementing Executive Order 



13766 of January 24, 2017 (Expediting Environmental Reviews and Approvals 

for High Priority Infrastructure Projects), all infrastructure projects 

that meet the criteria for, and are subject to, 23 U.S.C. 139, 33 U.S.C. 

2348, or 42 U.S.C. 4370m–4370m-12 shall qualify as high priority projects 

under Executive Order 13766. Other projects or classes of projects subject 

to special environmental review and authorization streamlining processes, 

similar to those referenced in this subsection as may be determined by the 

FPISC Executive Director in consultation with OMB and CEQ, shall also 

qualify as high priority infrastructure projects under Executive Order 

13766. The CEQ Chairman's responsibilities under sections 2 and 3 of 

Executive Order 13766 shall be satisfied by referring the project to the 

FPISC Executive Director, the Secretary of Transportation, or the 

Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works, as appropriate.

 

  (e) Council on Environmental Quality.

 

(i) Directives. Within 30 days of the date of this order, the 

CEQ shall develop an initial list of actions it will take to 

enhance and modernize the Federal environmental review and 

authorization process. Such actions should include issuing such 

regulations, guidance, and directives as CEQ may deem necessary 

to:

 

(A) ensure optimal interagency coordination of 

environmental review and authorization decisions, including 

by providing for an expanded role and authorities for lead 

agencies, more clearly defined responsibilities for 

cooperating and participating agencies, and Government-wide 

applicability of NEPA decisions and analyses;

(B) ensure that environmental reviews and authorization 

decisions involving multiple agencies are conducted in a 

manner that is concurrent, synchronized, timely, and 

efficient;

 

(C) provide for agency use, to the maximum extent permitted 

by law, of environmental studies, analysis, and decisions 

conducted in support of earlier Federal, State, tribal, or 

local environmental reviews or authorization decisions; and

 

(D) ensure that agencies apply NEPA in a manner that 

reduces unnecessary burdens and delays as much as possible, 

including by using CEQ's authority to interpret NEPA to 

simplify and accelerate the NEPA review process.

 

(ii) Dispute Resolution. Except where dispute resolution 

processes are otherwise provided for in law, including under 42 

U.S.C. 4370m-2, or by Executive Order or other Presidential 

directive, upon request of a lead Federal agency, cooperating 

agency, or participating agency, CEQ may mediate interagency 

disputes arising between Federal agencies concerning Federal 

environmental review or authorization decisions for any 



infrastructure project pertaining to any environmental law, 

regulation, order or policy, and shall facilitate resolution of 

any conflicting positions of the relevant agencies.

 

(iii) Agency Procedures. CEQ shall form and lead an interagency 

working group, consisting of the Director of OMB, agency CERPOs, 

and such other representatives of agencies as CEQ deems 

appropriate. The working group shall review the NEPA 

implementing regulations and other environmental review and 

authorization processing policies of agencies that are members 

of the FPISC to identify impediments to efficient and effective 

environmental reviews and authorizations for infrastructure 

projects. The working group shall also identify those agencies 

that require an action plan to address identified impediments. 

Based on this review, agencies shall develop action plans that 

set forth the actions they will take and timelines for 

completing those actions, and they shall submit those action 

plans to CEQ and OMB for comment. Each agency's action plan 

shall, at a minimum, establish procedures for a regular review 

and update of categorical exclusions, where appropriate.

 

  (f) Federal Permitting Improvement Steering Council.

 

(i) Organizational Support. Unless otherwise determined by the 

Director of OMB, the General Services Administration (GSA) shall 

provide necessary administrative and organizational support to 

the FPISC, including personnel, procurement, and budget support. 

The GSA Administrator, or the head of another agency designated 

by the Director of OMB, may delegate any authority to the FPISC 

Executive Director necessary for the operation and 

administration of the FPISC and the Office of the Executive 

Director, and the Executive Director may redelegate these 

authorities, as appropriate.

 

(ii) Additional Duties. In addition to the duties and 

responsibilities charged to the FPISC Executive Director under 

42 U.S.C. 4370m–4370m-12 and this order, the FPISC Executive 

Director may, upon request of a FPISC member agency or a project 

sponsor, work with the lead agency or any cooperating and 

participating agencies to facilitate the environmental review 

and authorization process for any infrastructure project 

regardless of whether the project is a "covered project" under 

42 U.S.C. 4370m, including by resolving disputes and promoting 

early coordination. The FPISC Executive Director, the Director 

of OMB, or the Chairman of CEQ may establish any appropriate 

policies or procedures concerning the FPISC Executive Director's 

facilitation of the environmental review and authorization 

process under this subsection. Agencies must cooperate with the 

FPISC Executive Director with respect to the implementation of 

these additional duties.

 

  (g) Energy Corridors. The Departments of the Interior and Agriculture, 

as appropriate, shall be the lead agencies for facilitating the 



identification and designation of energy right-of-way corridors on Federal 

lands for Government-wide expedited environmental review for the 

development of energy infrastructure projects.

 

  (h) The Department of the Interior shall provide to OMB a strategy and 

recommendations for a multi-agency reorganization effort that would 

further the aims of this order. OMB, in consultation with the Department 

of the Interior, shall coordinate with the heads of other agencies 

affected to incorporate the strategy, as appropriate, into the 

comprehensive reorganization plan developed under Executive Order 13781 of 

March 13, 2017 (Comprehensive Plan for Reorganizing the Executive Branch).

 

  Sec. 6. Executive Order 13690 of January 30, 2015 (Establishing a 

Federal Flood Risk Management Standard and a Process for Further 

Soliciting and Considering Stakeholder Input), is revoked.

 

  Sec. 7. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed 

to impair or otherwise affect:

 

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department, 

agency, or the head thereof; or

 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management 

and Budget relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative 

proposals.

 

  (b) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and 

subject to the availability of appropriations.

  (c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or 

benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any 

party against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, 

its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person.

 

 

 

  DONALD J. TRUMP

 

 

 

THE WHITE HOUSE,

  August 15, 2017.
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  THE PRESIDENT: Hello, everybody. Great to be back in New York with all of our friends, and some great friends 
outside the building, I must tell you. I want to thank all of our distinguished guests who are with us today, including 
members of our Cabinet: Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, OMB Director Mick Mulvaney and, of course, our 
Transportation Secretary -- who is doing a fabulous job -- Elaine Chao.
 

Thank you all for doing a really incredible and creative job on what we’re going to be discussing today, which 
is infrastructure. We’ve just had a great set of briefings upstairs on our infrastructure agenda. My administration is 
working every day to deliver the world-class infrastructure that our people deserve and, frankly, that our country 
deserves.

That’s why I just signed a new executive order to dramatically reform the nation’s badly broken infrastructure 
permitting process.
 

Just blocks away is the Empire State Building. It took 11 months to build the Empire State Building. But today, 
it can take as long as a decade and much more than that -- many, many stories where it takes 20 and 25 years just to 
get approvals to start construction of a fairly routine highway. Highway builders must get up to 16 different approvals 
involving nine different federal agencies governed by 29 different statutes. One agency alone can stall a project for 
many, many years, and even decades.

Not only does this cost our economy billions of dollars, but it also denies our citizens the safe and modern 
infrastructure they deserve. This overregulated permitting process is a massive self-inflicted wound on our country -- 
it’s disgraceful -- denying our people much-needed investments in their community.

And I just want to show you this because it was just shown to me, and I said, I think I’m going to show it to the 
media -- both real and fake media, by the way. This is what it takes to get something approved today. Elaine, you see 
that? So this is what it takes. Permitting process flowchart -- that’s a flowchart.

So that can go out to 20 years. This shows about 10, but that can go out to about 20 years to get something 
approved. This is for a highway. I’ve seen a highway recently in a certain state -- I won’t mention its name -- 17 years. 
I could have built it for four or five million dollars without the permitting process. It cost hundreds of millions of 
dollars, but it took 17 years to get it approved and many, many, many, many pages of environmental impact studies.

This is what we will bring it down to. This is less than two years. This is going to happen quickly. That’s what 
I’m signing today. This will be less than two years for a highway. So it’s going to be quick, it’s going to be a very 
streamlined process. And, by the way, if it doesn’t meet environmental safeguards, we’re not going to approve it. 
Very simple. We’re not going to approve it. Maybe this one will say, let’s throw the other one away. Would anybody 
like it from the media? (Laughter.) Would anybody like that long, beautiful chart? You can have it.
 

So my executive order also requires agencies to work together efficiently by requiring one lead agency for 
each major infrastructure project. It also holds agencies accountable if they fail to streamline their review process. So 
each agency is accountable. We’re going to get infrastructure built quickly, inexpensively -- relatively speaking -- and 
the permitting process will go very, very quickly.
 

No longer will we tolerate one job-killing delay after another. No longer will we accept a broken system that 
benefits consultants and lobbyists at the expense of hardworking Americans.
 

Now, I knew the process very well -- probably better than anybody. I had to get permits for this building and 
many of the buildings I built -- all of the buildings I built in Manhattan and many other places. And I will tell you that 
the consultants are rich people. They go around making it very difficult. They lobby Congress, they lobby state 
governments, city governments to make it very difficult so that you have to hire consultants, and that you have to 
take years and pay them a fortune. So we’re streamlining the process, and we won’t be having so much of that 



anymore.
No longer will we allow the infrastructure of our magnificent country to crumble and decay. While protecting 

the environment, we will build gleaming new roads, bridges, railways, waterways, tunnels, and highways. We will 
rebuild our country with American workers, American iron, American aluminum, American steel. We will create 
millions of new jobs and make millions of American dreams come true.

Our infrastructure will again be the best in the world. We used to have the greatest infrastructure anywhere 
in the world, and today we’re like a third-world country. We are literally like a third-world country. Our infrastructure 
will again be the best, and we will restore the pride in our communities, our nation, and all over the United States 
we’ll be proud again.
 

So I want to thank everybody for being here. God bless you. God bless the United States.
-----
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