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FW: Information on Presidential Executive Order on Establishing Discipline and
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As information.
Lily

From: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO [mailto:Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, August 16, 2017 8:55 AM

To: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO

Subject: Information on Presidential Executive Order on Establishing Discipline and Accountability in the
Environmental Review and Permitting Process for Infrastructure

Dear Lt. Governors and Executive Assistants:

We thought you would find below information of interest as we had heard from many state officials of the
need for this action.

Sincerely,
Doug Hoelscher

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 15, 2017

PRESIDENT DONALD J. TRUMP WORKS TO REBUILD AMERICA’S INFRASTRUCTURE

“Crumbling infrastructure will be replaced with new roads, bridges, tunnels, airports, and railways gleaming across
our very, very beautiful land.” — President Donald J. Trump

MODERNIZING AN OUTDATED SYSTEM: The old system for completing environmental reviews was
fragmented, inefficient, and unpredictable to the American people.

» The Federal Government currently lacks a system for tracking the costs of the environmental
review and permitting process for major infrastructure projects.
o The Executive Order will require agencies to track the costs of conducting environmental
reviews and making permitting decisions.

« With regulatory red tape to jump through, major infrastructure projects are held up for years at
significant cost to our economy.
o According to a 2014 Government Accountability Office (GAQO) report, it takes 7 years on
average for a complex highway project to go through the entire environmental review
process.

o According to the National Association of Environmental Professionals, a single agency
can take 3.7 to 5 years on average to complete an environmental review.
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. o One study has found that the average delay of six years for major infrastructure projects
costs the U.S. economy trillions.

REMOVING ROADBLOCKS TO IMPROVED INFRASTRUCTURE: Today, President Donald J. Trump
signed an Executive Order Establishing Discipline and Accountability In the Environmental Review and
Permitting Process for Infrastructure Projects.

* The Executive Order will make the environmental and permitting processes needed for major
infrastructure projects more efficient and effective..

o Rather than allow for a patchwork of agency reviews, this Order implements a One
Federal Decision policy under which the lead Federal agency will work with other
relevant Federal agencies to complete the environmental reviews and permitting
decisions needed for major infrastructure projects.

= Each agency will sign a joint Record of Decision and all required Federal permits
will be issued 90 days later.

o The order establishes a two-year goal to process environmental documents for major
infrastructure projects.

 The entire environmental review and permitting process will be reviewed to improve
performance across the government and hold every Agency accountable. Under this order:
o The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) will develop and implement an action plan
to improve environmental reviews Government-wide.

o The CEQ will mediate disagreements between Federal agencies so a decision isn’t delayed
amid bureaucratic disputes.

o The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) will develop a two-year Government-wide
modernization goal and ensure Federal agencies take meaningful steps to achieve it.

o Agencies will modify their strategic plans to include agency-specific goals for improving
environmental review and permitting processes, and hold their officials accountable.

o OMB wiill establish a performance accountability system and score each agency on their
implementation of the Executive Order. Poor performance will be considered in budget
formulation and could result in the imposition of available penalties.

o Agencies will also be held accountable for implementing appropriate best practices that
are proven to enhance the environmental review and permitting process.

» The Executive Order makes clear that environmental protections will be maintained, and that
the process should focus more on decision-making and good environmental outcomes rather
than bureaucratic process.

BUILDING ON PAST SUCCESS: President Trump has made infrastructure a priority and has taken
action to rebuild America.

e President Trump has unleashed oil and gas development in the United States by expanding access to
resources and the infrastructure needed to get them to market.
o Approved the Keystone XL and Dakota Access pipelines, which is estimated to create over
42,000 jobs and $2 billion in earnings.
= Signed an Executive Order mandating future pipeline work to be done by American



o ) = workers and with American steel.
e Expedited new pipeline approval and production, such as the New Burgos Pipeline to Mexico.
 The President has dedicated $200 billion in his budget as part of a $1 trillion investment plan to
rebuild infrastructure.
o The Federal Government will help bring transformative projects to market that will bring
the country’s infrastructure into the 21t century.

o Rural America will receive grants to rebuild crippled bridges, roads, and waterways.
o States and cities will receive grants to meet their own infrastructure challenges.
o Qualified projects of regional and national significance, such as those created under the

Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act, will receive loans.

* Government will get out of the way to allow State and local governments to succeed at meeting

their unique challenges.
o Only 1/5 of infrastructure spending comes from the Federal Government, the vast
majority comes from states, localities, and the private sector.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 15, 2017

EXECUTI VE ORDER

ESTABLI SH NG DI SCI PLI NE AND ACCOUNTABI LI TY | N THE ENVI RONVENTAL REVI EW AND
PERM TTI NG PROCESS FOR | NFRASTRUCTURE PRQIECTS

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the
| aws of the United States of Anerica, and in order to ensure that the
Federal environnental review and permtting process for infrastructure
projects is coordinated, predictable, and transparent, it is hereby
ordered as foll ows:

Section 1. Purpose. Anerica needs increased infrastructure investnent to
strengt hen our econony, enhance our conpetitiveness in world trade, create
j obs and increase wages for our workers, and reduce the costs of goods and
services for our famlies. The poor condition of Anerica's infrastructure
has been estimated to cost a typical Anerican househol d t housands of
dol | ars each year. Inefficiencies in current infrastructure project
deci si ons, including managenent of environnental reviews and pernit
deci sions or authorizations, have del ayed infrastructure investnents,



i ncreased project costs, and bl ocked the Anerican people from enjoying

i mproved infrastructure that woul d benefit our econony, society, and
environnment. More efficient and effective Federal infrastructure decisions
can transform our econony, so the Federal Governnment, as a whole, nust
change the way it processes environnental reviews and authorization
deci si ons.

Sec. 2. Policy. It is the policy of the Federal Governnent to:
(a) safeguard our conmunities and maintain a healthy environnent;

(b) ensure that Federal authorities make infornmed decisions concerning
the environnental inpacts of infrastructure projects;

(c) develop infrastructure in an environnentally sensitive manner;

(d) provide transparency and accountability to the public regarding
envi ronnental revi ew and aut hori zati on deci si ons;

(e) be good stewards of public funds, including those used to devel op
infrastructure projects, and avoid duplicative and wasteful processes;

(f) conduct environnmental reviews and authorization processes in a
coordi nated, consistent, predictable, and tinmely nmanner in order to give
public and private investors the confidence necessary to make funding
deci sions for new infrastructure projects;

(g) speak with a coordinated voi ce when conducting environnental reviews
and maki ng aut horizati on deci sions; and

(h) make tinely decisions with the goal of conpleting all Federal
envi ronnental reviews and authorization decisions for major infrastructure
projects within 2 years.

Sec. 3. Definitions. The ternms of this order shall be applied
consistently with those defined under 42 U S.C. 4370m and i npl enenti ng
gui dance to the maxi mum extent possible. The follow ng definitions shal
specifically apply:

(a) "Authorization" neans any license, permt, approval, finding,
determ nation, or other admnistrative decision issued by a Federal
department or agency (agency) that is required or authorized under Federal
law in order to site, construct, reconstruct, or commence operations of an
infrastructure project, including any authorization under 42 U. S.C
4370m 3) .

(b) "CAP Coal s" neans Federal Governnent Priority Goals established by
the Governnment Performance and Results Act (GPRA) Mdernization Act of
2010, Public Law 111-352, 124 Stat. 3866, and commonly referred to as
Cross-Agency Priority (CAP) Coals.

(c) "Federal Permtting Inprovenent Steering Council" or "FPISC' means
the entity established under 42 U S. C. 4370m 1



(d) "Infrastructure project” neans a project to develop the public and
private physical assets that are designed to provide or support services
to the general public in the follow ng sectors: surface transportation,

i ncl udi ng roadways, bridges, railroads, and transit; aviation; ports,

i ncl udi ng navi gati onal channels; water resources projects; energy
production and generation, including fromfossil, renewable, nuclear, and
hydro sources; electricity transm ssion; broadband internet; pipelines;
stormnat er and sewer infrastructure; drinking water infrastructure; and
ot her sectors as may be determ ned by the FPI SC.

(e) "Mpjor infrastructure project” means an infrastructure project for
whi ch nultiple authorizations by Federal agencies will be required to
proceed with construction, the | ead Federal agency has determined that it
wi |l prepare an environnmental inpact statenment (EI'S) under the National
Environnmental Policy Act (NEPA), 42 U S.C 4321 et seq., and the project
sponsor has identified the reasonable availability of funds sufficient to
conpl ete the project.

(f) "Permtting tinetable" neans an environnental review and
aut hori zati on schedul e, or other equival ent schedule, for a project or
group of projects that identifies ml|estones -- including internediate and
final conpletion dates for action by each agency on any Feder al
envi ronnental review or authorization required for a project or group of
projects -- that is prepared by the | ead Federal agency in consultation
with all cooperating and participating agencies.

Sec. 4. Agency Performance Accountability. Federal agencies should
follow transparent and coordi nated processes for conducting environnmental
revi ews and maki ng aut horization deci sions. These processes nust include
early and open coordi nati on anong Federal, State, tribal, and | ocal
agenci es and early engagenent with the public. Holding Federal agencies
accountable for their progress on inplenenting the policy set forth in
section 2 of this order should, anong other things, produce neasurably
better environnental outconmes wth respect to infrastructure devel opnent.

(a) Performance Priority Goals.

(i) CAP Goal. A CAP Goal is a Federal tool for accelerating
progress in priority areas that require active collaboration
anong nmul tiple agencies to overcone organi zational barriers and
to achieve better performance than one agency coul d achi eve on
its own. Wthin 180 days of the date of this order, the Director
of the Ofice of Managenent and Budget (OVB), in consultation
with the FPI SC, shall establish a CAP Goal on Infrastructure
Perm tting Mdernization so that, where permtted by | aw

(A) Federal environnmental reviews and authorization
processes for infrastructure projects are consistent,
coordi nated, and predictable; and

(B) the tinme for the Federal Government's processing of
envi ronnental reviews and aut hori zati on deci sions for new



maj or infrastructure projects should be reduced to not nore
than an average of approxinmately 2 years, neasured fromthe
date of the publication of a notice of intent to prepare an
envi ronnent al inpact statenment or other benchmark deened
appropriate by the Director of QVB.

(ii) Agency Goals. Al Federal agencies with environnental
review, authorization, or consultation responsibilities for
infrastructure projects shall nodify their Strategic Plans and
Annual Performance Pl ans under the GPRA Mdderni zation Act of
2010 to include agency performance goals related to the

conpl eti on of environnental reviews and authorizations for
infrastructure projects consistent wwth the new CAP Goal on
Infrastructure Perm tting Mdernization. The agencies shal
integrate the achi evenent of these performance goals into
appropri ate agency personnel performance plans, such as those of
the agency Chief Environnental Review and Permitting Oficers
(CERPGCs) or other appropriate officials, consistent with

gui dance to be provided by OVB, in consultation with the Ofice
of Personnel Managenent. Progress on these goals shall be

revi ewed and anal yzed by agency | eadership, pursuant to the GPRA
Moder ni zati on Act of 2010.

(b) Accountability. Wthin 180 days of the establishnment of the CAP Goal
on Infrastructure Permtting Mdernization, as described in subsection (a)
of this section, or such |onger period of tinme as determ ned by the
Director of OvB, OVB, in consultation with the FPI SC, shall issue guidance
for establishing a performance accountability systemto facilitate
achi evenent of the CAP CGoal.

(1) Tracking of Major Infrastructure Projects. The performance
accountability systemshall track each major infrastructure
project. The performance accountability system shall include, at
a mnimum assessnments of the agency's performance with respect
to each of the follow ng areas, as applicabl e:

(A) whether major infrastructure projects are processed
usi ng the "One Federal Decision” nechanism as described in
subsection 5(b) of this order;

(B) whether major infrastructure projects have a permtting
timet abl e;

(C whether major infrastructure projects follow an
effective process that automatically el evates instances in
which permitting tinetable mlestones are m ssed or
extended, or are anticipated to be m ssed or extended, to
appropriate seni or agency officials;

(D) whet her agencies are neeting the established m | estones
in the permtting tinetable;

(E) the tine it takes to conplete the processing of



environnental reviews and authorizations for each major
i nfrastructure project; and

(F) the costs of the environnmental reviews and
aut hori zations for each major infrastructure project.

(ii) Scoring. The accountability systemshall include a scoring
mechani smthat shall follow, at a mininum the follow ng
pr ocedur es:

(A) agencies will submt information to OVB, consi stent
with existing reporting nechanisns to the maxi num ext ent
possi bl e, on the assessnent areas described in subsection
(b)(i) of this section;

(B) at |east once per quarter, OVB will produce a scorecard
of agency performance and overall progress toward achieving
CAP Coal targets;

(C where an agency's inability to neet a permtting
tinmetable mlestone results in a significant delay of the
project tineline, after consulting with the project sponsor
and rel evant agencies, agencies will submt (based on OVB
gui dance) an estimate of the delay's costs to the project;
and

(D) the Director of OMB wll consider each agency's

per formance during budget fornul ation and det erm ne whet her
appropriate penalties, including those authorized at 23 U
S.C. 139(h)(7) and 33 U.S.C. 2348(h)(5), nust or should be
i nposed, to the extent required or permtted by law, for
those that significantly fail to neet a permtting
tinmetable mlestone or in other situations deened
appropriate by the Director of OVMB after considering the
causes of any poor perfornance.

(i1i1) Best Practices. Agencies shall inplenment the techni ques
and strategies the FPISC annually identifies as best practices
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 4370m 1(c)(2)(B), as appropriate. The
performance accountability systemshall track and score agencies
on the incorporation and inplenmentati on of appropriate best

practices for all infrastructure projects, including the
i npl ement ati on of such best practices at an agency's field
| evel .

Sec. 5. Process Enhancenents. In furtherance of the policy described in
section 2 of this order, Federal agencies shall follow a nore unified
envi ronnental review and aut hori zati on process.

(a) Processing of Major Infrastructure Projects. In processing
environnental reviews and authorizations for major infrastructure
proj ects, Federal agencies shall:



(b) One

(1) use "One Federal Decision" described in subsection (b) of
this section;

(ii) develop and follow a permtting tinmetable, which shall be
reviewed and updated at |east quarterly by the | ead Federal
agency in consultation with Federal cooperating and

partici pating agencies; and

(i1i1) follow an effective process that automatically el evates

i nstances where a permtting tinetable mlestone is mssed or
extended, or is anticipated to be m ssed or extended, to
appropriate senior agency officials of the | ead Federal agency
and the cooperating and participating Federal agency or agencies
to which the m | estone applies.

Feder al Deci si on.

(i) Each major infrastructure project shall have a | ead Federal
agency, which shall be responsible for navigating the project

t hrough the Federal environnmental review and authorization
process, including the identification of a primary Federal point
of contact at each Federal agency. Al Federal cooperating and
participating agencies shall identify points of contact for each
project, cooperate with the | ead Federal agency point of

contact, and respond to all reasonable requests for information
fromthe | ead Federal agency in a tinmely nmanner.

(ii) Wth respect to the applicability of NEPA to a maj or
infrastructure project, the Federal |ead, cooperating, and
partici pating agencies for each major infrastructure project
shall all record any individual agency decision in one Record of
Deci sion (ROD), which shall be coordinated by the | ead Federal
agency unl ess the project sponsor requests that agencies issue
separate NEPA docunents, the NEPA obligations of a cooperating
or participating agency have already been satisfied, or the |ead
Federal agency determ nes that a single ROD woul d not best
pronote conpletion of the project's environnental review and

aut hori zation process. The Federal |ead, cooperating, and
participating agencies shall all agree to a permtting tinetable
that includes the conpletion dates for the ROD and the federally
requi red authorizations for the project.

(iti1) Al Federal authorization decisions for the construction
of a major infrastructure project shall be conpleted within 90
days of the issuance of a ROD by the | ead Federal agency,
provided that the final EI'S i ncludes an adequate | evel of detail
to i nform agency decisions pursuant to their specific statutory
authority and requirenents. The | ead Federal agency may extend
the 90-day deadline if the |l ead Federal agency determ nes that
Federal |aw prohibits the agency fromissuing its approval or
permt within the 90-day period, the project sponsor requests
that the permt or approval follow a different tinmeline, or the
| ead Federal agency determ nes that an extension woul d better



pronote conpletion of the project's environnental review and
aut hori zati on process.

(iv) The Council on Environnental Quality (CEQ and OVB shal
devel op the framework for inplenenting One Federal Decision, in
consultation with the FPI SC.

(A) The framework should be consistent with the nodel
processes established under 42 U S. C. 4370m 2, 23 U S.C
139, 33 U.S.C. 2348, the 2015 "Red Book" (officially
entitled "Synchronizing Environmental Reviews for
Transportation and Gther Infrastructure Projects"), and CEQ
gui dance on efficient and tinely environnmental reviews
under NEPA.

(B) The framework shall al so include gui dance on the
devel opnent of permtting tinetables by the | ead Federal
agencies, in collaboration with Federal cooperating and
participating agencies. Permtting timnmetables shal
identify estimated intermedi ate and final conpletion dates
for all environnental reviews and authorizations that are
reasonably antici pated as bei ng needed for a project,

i ncluding the process for granting extensions of any
establ i shed dates. The gui dance shall specify that |ead
Federal agencies need not include the estinated
internedi ate and final conpletion dates of any such reviews
or authorizations until the design of a project has
sufficiently advanced so that they can be devel oped. In
such cases, the guidance shall instruct |ead Federal
agencies to estinmate when the project's design will be
advanced enough to determ ne such dates. The tinelines
shall account for any federally required decisions or
permts that are assuned by, or delegated to, State,
tribal, or local agencies and the extent to which any
approval or permt to be issued by a Federal agency is
dependent upon the issuance of such a decision or permt.

(C© CEQ and OMB shall al so devel op gui dance for applying
One Federal Decision whenever the | ead agency is a State,
tribal, or |ocal agency exercising an assignnent or

del egati on of an agency's NEPA responsibilities.

(c) Dashboard. Al projects subject to 23 U.S.C. 139 and "covered
projects” under 42 U. S.C. 4370m shall be tracked on the Dashboard
establ i shed under 42 U . S.C. 4370m 2(b). Other projects or classes of
projects subject to special environnental review and authorization
stream i ning processes simlar to those referenced in this subsection may
al so be tracked on the Dashboard at the discretion of the FPI SC Executive
Director. The dates for mlestones of all projects tracked on the
Dashboard shall be updated nonthly, or on another appropriate tineline as
may be determ ned by the FPI SC Executive Director

(d) Executive Order 13766. For purposes of inplenenting Executive Oder



13766 of January 24, 2017 (Expediting Environnmental Reviews and Approvals
for Hgh Priority Infrastructure Projects), all infrastructure projects
that neet the criteria for, and are subject to, 23 U S. C 139, 33 US.C
2348, or 42 U S.C. 4370m-4370m 12 shall qualify as high priority projects
under Executive Order 13766. Ot her projects or classes of projects subject
to special environnmental review and authorization stream ining processes,
simlar to those referenced in this subsection as nmay be determ ned by the
FPI SC Executive Director in consultation with OMB and CEQ shall also
gqualify as high priority infrastructure projects under Executive O der
13766. The CEQ Chairman's responsibilities under sections 2 and 3 of
Executive Order 13766 shall be satisfied by referring the project to the
FPI SC Executive Director, the Secretary of Transportation, or the

Assi stant Secretary of the Arny for Cvil Wrks, as appropriate.

(e) Council on Environnmental Quality.

(i) Directives. Wthin 30 days of the date of this order, the
CEQ shall develop an initial list of actions it will take to
enhance and noderni ze the Federal environnental review and

aut hori zation process. Such actions should include issuing such
regul ati ons, guidance, and directives as CEQ nay deem necessary
to:

(A) ensure optimal interagency coordination of

envi ronnmental review and aut horizati on deci sions, including
by providing for an expanded role and authorities for |ead
agencies, nore clearly defined responsibilities for
cooperating and partici pati ng agenci es, and Government-w de
applicability of NEPA decisions and anal yses;

(B) ensure that environnmental reviews and authorization
decisions involving nultiple agencies are conducted in a
manner that is concurrent, synchronized, tinmely, and
efficient;

(C provide for agency use, to the maxi num extent permtted
by | aw, of environnental studies, analysis, and deci sions
conducted in support of earlier Federal, State, tribal, or
| ocal environnmental reviews or authorization decisions; and

(D) ensure that agencies apply NEPA in a manner that
reduces unnecessary burdens and del ays as nmuch as possi bl e,
including by using CEQ s authority to interpret NEPA to
sinplify and accel erate the NEPA review process.

(ii) D spute Resolution. Except where dispute resolution
processes are otherw se provided for in |aw, including under 42
U S C 4370m 2, or by Executive Order or other Presidential

di rective, upon request of a | ead Federal agency, cooperating
agency, or participating agency, CEQ may nedi ate i nteragency

di sputes arising between Federal agencies concerning Federal
envi ronnental review or authorization decisions for any



infrastructure project pertaining to any environnmental |aw,
regul ation, order or policy, and shall facilitate resol ution of
any conflicting positions of the rel evant agenci es.

(ii1) Agency Procedures. CEQ shall formand | ead an interagency
wor ki ng group, consisting of the Director of OB, agency CERPGCs,
and such ot her representatives of agencies as CEQ deens
appropriate. The working group shall review the NEPA

i npl enmenting regul ati ons and ot her environnental review and

aut hori zation processing policies of agencies that are nmenbers
of the FPISC to identify inpedinments to efficient and effective
environmental reviews and authorizations for infrastructure
projects. The working group shall also identify those agencies
that require an action plan to address identified inpedi nents.
Based on this review, agencies shall devel op action plans that
set forth the actions they will take and tinelines for

conpl eting those actions, and they shall submt those action
plans to CEQ and OMB for comment. Each agency's action plan
shall, at a mninmum establish procedures for a regular review
and update of categorical exclusions, where appropriate.

(f) Federal Permtting |Inprovenent Steering Council.

(i) Organizational Support. Unless otherw se determ ned by the
Director of OWB, the General Services Adm nistration (GSA) shall
provi de necessary adm nistrative and organi zati onal support to
the FPI SC, including personnel, procurenent, and budget support.
The GSA Adninistrator, or the head of another agency designated
by the Director of OVB, nay del egate any authority to the FPISC
Executive Director necessary for the operation and

adm nistration of the FPISC and the Ofice of the Executive
Director, and the Executive Director nmay redel egate these
authorities, as appropriate.

(ii) Additional Duties. In addition to the duties and

responsi bilities charged to the FPI SC Executive Director under
42 U.S.C. 4370m-4370m 12 and this order, the FPI SC Executive
Director may, upon request of a FPISC nenber agency or a project
sponsor, work with the | ead agency or any cooperating and
participating agencies to facilitate the environnmental review
and aut hori zation process for any infrastructure project
regardl ess of whether the project is a "covered project” under
42 U.S.C. 4370m including by resolving di sputes and pronoting
early coordi nation. The FPI SC Executive Director, the Director
of OVB, or the Chairman of CEQ may establish any appropriate
policies or procedures concerning the FPI SC Executive Director's
facilitation of the environnental review and authorization
process under this subsection. Agencies nust cooperate with the
FPI SC Executive Director with respect to the inplenentation of
these additional duties.

(g) Energy Corridors. The Departnments of the Interior and Agricul ture,
as appropriate, shall be the | ead agencies for facilitating the



identification and designation of energy right-of-way corridors on Federal
| ands for Governnent-w de expedited environnmental review for the
devel opnent of energy infrastructure projects.

(h) The Departnent of the Interior shall provide to OVB a strategy and
recommendations for a nulti-agency reorgani zation effort that would
further the ains of this order. OVB, in consultation with the Departnent
of the Interior, shall coordinate with the heads of other agencies
affected to incorporate the strategy, as appropriate, into the
conpr ehensi ve reorgani zati on plan devel oped under Executive Order 13781 of
March 13, 2017 (Conprehensive Plan for Reorgani zing the Executive Branch).

Sec. 6. Executive Order 13690 of January 30, 2015 (Establishing a
Federal Flood R sk Managenent Standard and a Process for Further
Soliciting and Considering Stakehol der Input), is revoked.

Sec. 7. Ceneral Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed
to inpair or otherw se affect:

(i) the authority granted by |law to an executive departnent,
agency, or the head thereof; or

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Ofice of Managenent
and Budget relating to budgetary, adm nistrative, or |egislative
proposal s.

(b) This order shall be inplenmented consistent with applicable | aw and
subject to the availability of appropriations.

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or
benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any
party against the United States, its departnents, agencies, or entities,
its officers, enployees, or agents, or any other person.

DONALD J. TRUWP

THE VWH TE HOUSE
August 15, 2017.

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release August 15, 2017

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT TRUMP



ON INFRASTRUCTURE

Trump Tower
New York, New York

3:58 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Hello, everybody. Great to be back in New York with all of our friends, and some great friends
outside the building, | must tell you. | want to thank all of our distinguished guests who are with us today, including
members of our Cabinet: Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, OMB Director Mick Mulvaney and, of course, our
Transportation Secretary -- who is doing a fabulous job -- Elaine Chao.

Thank you all for doing a really incredible and creative job on what we’re going to be discussing today, which
is infrastructure. We’ve just had a great set of briefings upstairs on our infrastructure agenda. My administration is
working every day to deliver the world-class infrastructure that our people deserve and, frankly, that our country
deserves.

That’s why | just signed a new executive order to dramatically reform the nation’s badly broken infrastructure
permitting process.

Just blocks away is the Empire State Building. It took 11 months to build the Empire State Building. But today,
it can take as long as a decade and much more than that -- many, many stories where it takes 20 and 25 years just to
get approvals to start construction of a fairly routine highway. Highway builders must get up to 16 different approvals
involving nine different federal agencies governed by 29 different statutes. One agency alone can stall a project for
many, many years, and even decades.

Not only does this cost our economy billions of dollars, but it also denies our citizens the safe and modern
infrastructure they deserve. This overregulated permitting process is a massive self-inflicted wound on our country --
it’s disgraceful -- denying our people much-needed investments in their community.

And | just want to show you this because it was just shown to me, and | said, | think I’'m going to show it to the
media -- both real and fake media, by the way. This is what it takes to get something approved today. Elaine, you see
that? So this is what it takes. Permitting process flowchart -- that’s a flowchart.

So that can go out to 20 years. This shows about 10, but that can go out to about 20 years to get something
approved. This is for a highway. I've seen a highway recently in a certain state -- | won’t mention its name -- 17 years.
| could have built it for four or five million dollars without the permitting process. It cost hundreds of millions of
dollars, but it took 17 years to get it approved and many, many, many, many pages of environmental impact studies.

This is what we will bring it down to. This is less than two years. This is going to happen quickly. That’s what
I’m signing today. This will be less than two years for a highway. So it’s going to be quick, it’s going to be a very
streamlined process. And, by the way, if it doesn’t meet environmental safeguards, we’re not going to approve it.
Very simple. We’re not going to approve it. Maybe this one will say, let’s throw the other one away. Would anybody
like it from the media? (Laughter.) Would anybody like that long, beautiful chart? You can have it.

So my executive order also requires agencies to work together efficiently by requiring one lead agency for
each major infrastructure project. It also holds agencies accountable if they fail to streamline their review process. So
each agency is accountable. We’re going to get infrastructure built quickly, inexpensively -- relatively speaking -- and
the permitting process will go very, very quickly.

No longer will we tolerate one job-killing delay after another. No longer will we accept a broken system that
benefits consultants and lobbyists at the expense of hardworking Americans.

Now, | knew the process very well -- probably better than anybody. | had to get permits for this building and
many of the buildings | built -- all of the buildings | built in Manhattan and many other places. And | will tell you that
the consultants are rich people. They go around making it very difficult. They lobby Congress, they lobby state
governments, city governments to make it very difficult so that you have to hire consultants, and that you have to
take years and pay them a fortune. So we’re streamlining the process, and we won’t be having so much of that



anymore.

No longer will we allow the infrastructure of our magnificent country to crumble and decay. While protecting
the environment, we will build gleaming new roads, bridges, railways, waterways, tunnels, and highways. We will
rebuild our country with American workers, American iron, American aluminum, American steel. We will create
millions of new jobs and make millions of American dreams come true.

Our infrastructure will again be the best in the world. We used to have the greatest infrastructure anywhere
in the world, and today we’re like a third-world country. We are literally like a third-world country. Our infrastructure
will again be the best, and we will restore the pride in our communities, our nation, and all over the United States
we’ll be proud again.

So | want to thank everybody for being here. God bless you. God bless the United States.
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