.Da_\; ;&T NQ.QSJY\—

@\)@N\w -
A Feave (-jchLCQV\S o@emél us w\j L—jcgﬁ §i@ﬁ€'~
,, ?Nd“’()rawc T Secter T \/\&J-Ov'e sees Cauonl T \'\"@\*

" ) _/\-*\ Al Eo{\‘ evw o Sy -ZC/v\_e_z fg\k/v»_,é:)fldl_‘vsi‘&

MOWM\( Y@V il & L be\@pﬂaﬁq_‘z_-ui/\e_f YR S

[k an lnkegth Vepoton Tsis andit’s 7

o Liatellc Fual L%wvzs wwur s 80 ),.Ceovn n Gg ) WMV\%(

e e Fovial w it Qsger, Phot e Nes t{m;. ol

Seuds Avovie will Beca, e Mare M ldurs i 18

%(‘}JIGO’V\ Gaacl @rﬂ\\m_fbém\&%‘é& oL
‘?f?w\m,xm@ﬂnﬂsc_mnm—k& (vvhmz Cosh Hevoillpe

G| /dt Qq To Y M Ht\w"\tp

W\&?QZ ne _{'L¢ Q«A;_zkb

| = ‘ -
- . L & .
3A¥m (~+(['\\< TV & ticlas ii%ﬁxcwtyéﬁl?

l\_{d § L lt(_ Vi d_lﬁ_
fl’(ﬂﬁ \c;‘/dc Qe;(wm Schodl alliey %S%dldm

EWLS b&*\u \ ey Citiles @wd Schoolk M

;.(/I\\e;.. | C a&kﬂ g&\t{' /)u_i/‘ \3—4 ot e Y S/U{' e iak Mced

/V\ed Ca i Ranell éd&lﬂﬁﬂ_ﬂ&m; hf\';crw\‘o.m

?C@xv\@_cj‘c.&"b A_A Ao 6 a\:ig_.vw\'\(da bohv ST afe

lhas ‘ YC’LQS_ wg@h—b(;k\giVVmQE‘*&Mii

,)“\& A S M@_.L‘gmwart@’/\dn

Ay Tt oD Cd&vah&\?’(‘hb | T‘r @(*?g_&»_a
: LLQ Qg,aﬁ [&g‘b@*{a Qv&@&&cﬁgg

i
W ﬂmllcq;ﬂ _i'tl (e ggyn lies @M%\Qm
./‘*\a.v _,LCP_M,_M@ dlC ey mf’leﬁ%




~ AnKara
"TURKEY

ya Gaziantep

%

prUs Beirut g ¢
LEBANON P

f Aviv-Yafo
JSRAEL

Adana

Nicosia

'Y Arman”

jcal

Tponeyikimedia.org/NoMR

wildly exceeded expectations,” Doran tells Citizen. He
expected 500 people to register; more than twice that
number attended.

And at the end, “there was a sense we had achieved
a breakthrough moment, that actually raising aware-
ness and harnessing this was possible,” he says. ‘I
can't tell you how many Middle Eastern Christians
approached me to say, ‘In all my years of this work,
I've never seen anything like this."”

IDC’s goal is to be “the first permanent presence for
Middle East Christians exclusively inside the Wash-
ington Beltway, and to be an advocacy organization
for Christians experiencing persecution around the
world.” The group has a multifaceted, bipartisan board
of advisors, which includes Dr. James Zogby, direc-
tor of the public-opinion research firm that bears his
name; former U.S. Attorney General John Ashcroft;
former Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood; Dr.
Philip Salem, director of the Cancer Research Pro-
gram at St. Luke’s Hospital in Houston; and Baylor
University Prof. Byron Johnson.

Plans are already underway for a 2015 summit. A

trip by Christian leaders from the U.S. to the Middle
East is also being planned, as is a conference with
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policy think tanks to discuss the role of institutional
Christianity and its relationship to the government.
In most Middle East countries, government and reli-
gion are not separate, as they are in the West; some
ancient churches have a “place” in society because
they predate Sharia law and have visible structures
and spokesmen.

“There is a lot of work ahead,” Doran says. “We're
in the midst of it now.” i

FOR MORE INFORMATION
To learn more about the plight of Christians in the

Middle East, visit indefenseofchristians.org.
TAKE ACTION \/_

To help Christian schools in Lebanon or Syria, email
Nabil Costa at costanabil@gmail.com. He would par-
ticularly like help from those who teach special-needs
children. If you would like to sponsor a refugee family,
contact International Christian Outreach at interna-
tionalchristianoutreach.org.

Connie Marshner is a freelance writer who lives in
Front Royal, Va.
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Christians are under attack
from terrorists—~particularly
in the Middle East. A new
organization is seeking to
protect them.
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1e The conflict between The European Court of
gay rights and religious Human Rights issued some
freedom puts wedding rulings this year that may
vendors on the front lines.  surprise you.




