
S.C.SUPREMECOURT

Ruling:Haley
can't appoint
DOT secretary
BY SEANNA ADCOX
Associated Press
COLUMBIA
AstateSupremeCourt

rulingWednesdaytempo­
rarilyputtheDepartment
ofTransportation'slead­
ershipinlimboand,ac­
cordingtolawmakers,
underscoredtheLegisla­
ture'sneedtopassaroads
bill.
Thejusticesthrewouta

clauseinthe2015­16bud­
getallowingGov.Nikki
Haleytocontinueappoint­
ingtheTransportation
secretary,sayingitwas
unrelatedtothebudgetand
thereforeunconstitutional
"log­rolling."
Theissueiswhether

"suspendingthetermina­
tionofthegovernor'sap­
pointmentpowerisreason­
ablyandinherentlyrelated
totheraisingandspending
oftaxmonies.Weholdthat
itisnot,"ChiefJustice
CostaPleiconeswrotein
the4­1decision.
Under the2007govern­

ment restructuring law
that put theTransporta­
tion agencyinthe gover­
nor's Cabinet, Haley's
ability toappointthe sec­
retaryshould haveexpired
July 1,2015. Legislators
intended toaddress that
as partof highway­fund­
inglegislation.
Whenthey couldn't

agree onfunding, legisla­
torstacked a one­year
extension ontothe budget.
The court's ordersays

the authority toappointa

new leader should have
reverted last Julytothe
Transportation Depart­
ment'scommission, res­
toring itsfull oversightof
the agency.
Therulingisanother

victoryforGreenvilleresi­
dentNedSloan,aretired
pavingcontractorwho,for
morethanadecade,has
successfullychallengedthe
legislativepracticeof"bob­
tailing"–tackingonebill
ontoanother.
Hours after theruling,

commissioners voted8­0
inan emergencymeeting
tokeep ChristyHall as
secretary andratifyher
decisions.
"Wehavenoissuewith

whothesecretaryis.Appar­
entlytheSupremeCourt
hasanissuewithhowshe
gotthere,"saidDOT
ChairmanMikeWooten.
"She'swhatSouthCarolina
needs,andweneedtokeep
herinthatpositionaslong
aswecan."
The Senateconfirmed

Hall assecretary inJan­
uary, but she'dbeen atthe
helm asacting secretary
since last summer.Itwas
her secondstint inthe
interimposition, following
the secondresignation of
aHaley appointee. Legis­
latorshave widelypraised
Hall'sleadership during
the February 2014 ice
storm andlast fall's cata­
strophicflooding.
Rep. Gary Simrill,who

hasledthe House's high­
way­fundingefforts, said
hewasn't surprised bythe
highcourt's ruling.
"We wereBand­aiding

the process," theRock Hill
Republican said.
Itdoesshowtheram­

ificationsofwhatcould
happeniftheLegislature
continuestodelayonlegis­
lationaimedatfixingSouth
Carolina'scrumblingroads,
andithighlightstheneed
tocombinereformwith
funding,Simrillsaid.
LaterWednesday, the

HouseWays andMeans
Committee unanimously
advancedabillmerging a
Senateborrowing proposal
with changesinthe DOT's
governance.It wouldcon­
tinue togive thecommis­
sionappointing powers,
with legislators' approval,
but allow thegovernor to
appointevery commis­
sioner. Currently, legisla­
torsappoint seven com­
missioners and thegover­
norappoints one.
The borrowing plan–

which theSenate ap­
proved aspart ofitsbud­
getproposal for 2016­17–
uses about$200 million in
existing fees, fines and
vehicle salestaxes tobor­
row $2billion over 10
years. Hall hassaid that
frees upother money the
DOTcan use toreplace
bridges and paveroads,
allowingfor more than$4
billion worthof work total.
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MEN'S COLLEGEBASKETBALL

Columbia,USC
finalizing bidto
host NCAA
men's regional
BY DAVIDCLONINGER
dcloninger@thestate.com

Sites for 2019­2022
tournamentstobe
announcedat end ofyear

RonMorrisleading
initiativeas aconsultant
tocity

Regionalcouldmean
$10­15 millioneconomic
impact for area
SouthCarolina will see

apredetermined postsea­
sonevent playedwithinits
bordersfor the firsttime
since 2005 whenthe SEC
Women's Basketball
Tournament isheld in
Greenville nextMarch.
Why stop there?
Columbia isfinalizing a

bid tohost an NCAA
men's basketball tourna­
ment regionalat Colonial
Life Arena.The NCAA
will considerhost sitesfor
regionals in2019,2020,
2021 and2022and the
city anduniversity are
aggressively lobbying to
beoneof them.
"It'sjust toogreat an

opportunity forthe city of
Columbia topass up,"said
Ron Morris,former col­
umnistfor The Stateand
the manwho hasspear­
headed Columbia's NCAA
basketball initiative. "This

couldhavean economic
impactof 10 to15 million
dollars forthe city andthe
Midlands, for oneweek­
end.There's never been
an eventinthe historyof
the citytohave that type
of impact."
Morris, a collegebasket­

ballfan for 50 years who
hascovered itfor several
publications andwrote
"ACC Basketball:An Il­
lustratedHistory," pro­
posed theidea tothe city
after theConfederate flag
was loweredinJuly.
Withthe NCAA's boy­

cott of predetermined
championship eventsin
the stateending, Morris
thought itwouldbeagood
idea ifthe city andUSC
would bidon afuture
NCAAtournament region­
al, or hiresomebody to
oversee theprocess.
The city agreedand

asked Morris tolead it.
Morris isbeing paid
$28,800 asaconsultantto
the city,or for20hours
per weeksince July. He
estimates he's workedup
to60 hoursperweek on
the project.
Morris interviewed 35 to

40city andathletic de­

partment officials at are­
nas andhost cities who
wonprevious bids,discov­
eringwhat it tooktogeta
bid andwhat Columbia
needed todotomake its
bid oneof thebest.
Working with USC ath­

letic officials RayTanner,
Kevin O'Connell and
Charles Waddell along
with ColumbiaMayor
Steve Benjamin,City
Manager TeresaWilson
andothers, Morris has
labored for 10 months on
aplan that will winan
NCAAregional.
Inthe middleof the

research, NorthCarolina
passed thecontroversial
HB2 billinto law.The
NCAA promptlyrespond­
ed bysaying discrimi­
nation hasno partintheir
business, andwould start
consideringhost sites
based onthe host'saccep­
tance ofall people.
NorthCarolina hasbeen

apopular spot for past
NCAA basketball region­
als,with Charlotte,
Greensboro andRaleigh
taking turns. Withthe new
law threateningtotake
NorthCarolina offthe list
of potentialhost states,
SouthCarolina couldben­

efit.
"We havebeenastate

that shows very strong
people, of faith, andof
kindness, andof accep­
tance,but also willingness
tomoveforward," Gov.
Nikki Haley said onMon­
day, whenGreenville was
chosen forthe SECwom­
en's tournament."Andso
this is reallyatributeto
the peopleof SouthCar­
olina, for showingthat we
are readytowelcome in
any tournament that
wants tocome."
Morris' planis tokeep

Columbia andUSC ahead
of thecurve inbeing ac­
commodating hosts. The
bid will befinalizedand
submitted bymid­August
(other cities andarenas in
SouthCarolina mightalso
bebidding) andthe NCAA
will doitsownchecking
into thesite, including
visits, andthenannounce
the winners bythe endof
the year.
"I'mso confident we'll

winand it willpay off in
the end,"Morris said."It's
not amatter of 'if,'but
'when.' Youjust can'tmiss
an opportunity tobringan
eventof that magnitude to
the cityof Columbia."
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''I'MSOCONFIDENTWE'LLWINANDIT
WILLPAYOFFINTHEEND.IT'SNOTA
MATTEROF'IF,'BUT'WHEN.'YOUJUST
CAN'TMISSANOPPORTUNITYTO
BRINGANEVENTOFTHATMAGNITUDE
TOTHECITYOFCOLUMBIA.
RonMorris

MATTWALSH mwalsh@thestate.com

ColonialLifeArena,whichhadaselloutfor theSouth
CarolinaandConnecticutwomen'sgame,could hostan
NCAAmen'sregional.
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S.C. House votes to override
Gov. Haley's $40Mfarm­aid veto
Housevoted112­2toreversegovernor'sfarm­aidvetoes

Two­thirdsof the state Senate alsomustvote tooverturn
veto

Housespeaker:Haley'intentionallyignored' pleaforhelp
fromfarmers
BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com
COLUMBIA

The S.C. Housevoted
Tuesday tooverride Gov.
Nikki Haley'sveto of $40
million instateaid tofarm­
ers whosecrops were dam­
aged inOctober's historic
rainfall andflooding.
Afterseveral speeches

fromthe Housepodium
pledgingtohelp farmers–
manylooking onfromthe
Housebalcony –representa­
tives voted112­2tooverride
thegovernor's veto,prompt­
ingapplausefrom thefloor.
S.C.HouseSpeakerJay

Lucas,R­Darlington,said
Haley"intentionallyignored
ourfarmers'pleaforhelpby
leavingthemout"ofare­
questthatshemadeforfed­
eralaidforS.C.homeowners.
"Because of thegover­

nor's refusal toadvocate on
behalf ofour state'slargest
industry, the GeneralAs­
sembly was forcedtotake
action," Lucas said.
SomeHouse members,

who saidtheyare farmers,
abstained fromvoting.
Tosend the aid tofarm­

ers,two­thirds of the S.C.
Senatealso must voteto
overturnHaley's veto.Sen­
atorsapproved the aid bya
veto­proof,33­3margin.
SenatePresidentProTem­

poreHughLeatherman,
R­Florence,saidheisconfi­
denttheSenatewilloverride
Haley'svetowithoverwhelm­
ingsupportonWednesday.
"Thisissomethingthatfarm­
ershavegottohave."
Haley vetoed theaid

package Monday.Inher
veto message, the Repub­
lican governor calledthe
money an "unprecedented
bailout" for a"vocal indust­

SEE VETO,12A

''BECAUSEOFTHEGOVERNOR'SREFUSALTOADVOCATEONBEHALFOFOURSTATE'S
LARGESTINDUSTRY,THEGENERAL
ASSEMBLYWASFORCEDTOTAKEACTION.
S.C. House SpeakerJay Lucas,R­Darlington
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VETO
ry," adding the same aid
was notavailable tosmall
businessesand homeowners
who alsosuffered losses in
the flood.
Butlawmakers supporting

the farm aid saidthestate
already sends millions to
businessesin theform oftax
benefits.
"South Carolina farmers

needour help,"said state
Rep. Gary Simrill,R­York,
speaking beforethe vote.
"Didyourealizethatwe

put$40millioninbeach
renourishmentinthebudget
thatpassedthisHouse?"he
askedothermembers,noting
beachesareimportantto
state'stourismsector.
StateRep. JustinBamberg

saidfarmingis key tohis
Bamberg community –the
same community, henoted,
whereHaley grew up.
"When shevetoedthe

farm­aidbill... shelooked at
eachand every farmer...
lookedtheminthe eyes and
toldthose farmers togo
backand walkthrough their
strugglingcrops and kick
rocks,"saidthe Democrat.
"Whilewe areon watch,our
farmerswill notkick rocks."
Ifthe Senatevotes to

overrideHaley's veto,farm­
erswill beable to applyfor
grantsfrom thestate. To
qualify, afarmermust have

lostat least 40 percentof a
crop. Thegrants will cover
20percent of that loss,not
toexceed $100,000.
Speaker Lucasalso chal­

lengedHaley's veto justifi­
cation,calling it "factually
incorrect."Haley argued
farmersalready have access
toenoughtaxpayer­funded
federal aid.
Butthe speaker'soffice

saidfarmersdonot have
accesstofederal disaster­
reliefprograms available to
small businessesor home­
owners. Federalprograms
for farmersare inadequate
indealing with disasters like
October's flood, Lucas'
office said.

Jamie Self: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself

''DIDYOUREALIZETHATWEPUT$40
MILLIONINBEACH
RE­NOURISHMENT
INTHEBUDGET
THATPASSEDTHIS
HOUSE?
Rep. Gary Simrill, R­York
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Farmers can
seek grants
after Senate
overrides veto
TIM SMITH
TCSMITH@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

COLUMBIA ­ South Carolina farm­
ers affected by last year's floods will
be able to apply for grants of up to
$100,000 after the Senate Wednesday
overrode the governor's veto of a $40
million farm aid bill.

The 39­3 vote followed a 112­2 vote

to override the veto in the House on
Tuesday.
Farmers, as they did Tuesday,

watched in the balcony and applauded
the result. Also watching was state
Agriculture Secretary Hugh Weath­
ers.

Gov. Nikki Haley, in her veto mes­
sage, described the bill as an "unprec­
edented bailout" of a single industry.

See GRANTS, Page 7A

Grants
Continued from Page 1A

She listed various federal resources available to farm­
ers and said she did not believe taxpayers should help
farmers just because they are vocal.
"Farms like any other small businesses, have ac­

cess to public and private programs that help them ac­
cess capital, recover from emergencies and find mar­
kets for their goods," Haley wrote. "Unlike most small
businesses, farmers are eligible for federally subsi­
dized insurance that covers up to 85 percent of their
business losses with the taxpayer covering an average
of 62 percent of the insurance premium costs."

She continued pleading with supporters Tuesday on
her Facebook page after the House vote, urging them
to contact senators and ask them to sustain her veto.
"There were no winners during last year's 1,000

year flood, and we will continue doing our best to help
all of our industries and property owners ­ fairly ­
through the recovery process," she posted.
That drew this reaction from Kathy Windham Bla­

keney
"People with homes and business had insurance too

but they received assistance!" she posted. "This is a
double standard, and I am not a farmer. I have support­
ed you in the past, but you have received incorrect in­
formation and made a costly mistake for small time
farmers!"
But Judy Odom thanked Haley for her veto.
"No one sector of SC deserves help at the expense of

other South Carolinians," she posted. "All of us were
affected by the 1,000 year flood...NOT JUST FARM­
ERS!"

Senate President Pro Tempore Hugh Leatherman of
Florence afterward called the veto "irresponsible."
"I'm proud of the leadership shown by the Senate

today in offering our farmers a lifeline that they des­
perately need," he said. "I was absolutely determined
that the farmers devastated by this flood would be pro­
tected following this irresponsible veto. This isn't

about offering some kind of bailout. It is a fiscally re­
sponsible way to support our family farms. Nothing is
more important than a stable food supply grown by our
farmers right here in South Carolina. In the end, this is
about doing what we think is right for the people of our
state."
A steady stream of senators went to the podium to

give speeches in opposition to the veto, just as House
members did the day before.
Sen. Thomas McElveen, a Sumter Democrat who

represents three counties dotted with farms, said
while he wasn't opposed to financial incentives offered
out­of­state industries, the state needs to look after its
own after a disaster.

"Let's don't forget the partner who brought us to the
dance," he said of farmers.

Sen. Nikki Setzler, leader of Senate Democrats, said
he believes the bill is "sound legislation" that has been
vetted by lawmakers with safeguards to protect tax­
payers. He said crop losses last year totaled $375 mil­
lion, with $250 million not covered by crop insurance.

Setzler said the $40 million "won't touch the losses
they incurred."

"Aid has been given to homeowners," he said. "Aid
has been given to businesses. Aid has been given to the
state of South Carolina as a result of the flood. And the
farmers? We're going to turn our backs and say no?
You may, I won't."

Sen. Tom Davis, a Beaufort Republican who voted
against the original bill, said he wasn't opposed to
farmers but is opposed to favoring certain groups to
receive tax money. He said he has opposed certain eco­
nomic incentives for that reason.
Davis also said he is opposed to granting funds

based on emotion.
"There are many compelling stories out there," he

said. "Where do we draw the line?
In order to apply for a Farm Aid grant, a farmer

must have a loss of at least 40 percent of total agricul­
tural commodity, House Speaker Jay Lucas said Tues­
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day. Grants awarded would be equal to 20 percent of
the total loss, with a maximum grant of $100,000.
Grants could only be used for agricultural production
expenses and losses due to October's flood and ex­
cludes the purchase of new equipment.
Sen. Luke Rankin, an Horry County Republican,

went through each of Haley's points in her veto mes­
sage and took issue with them.
"It's not a bailout," he said of the farm aid. "It's a

lifeline. And it is a sinful that we have not done better
by them."

SOUTH CAROLINA FARM BUREAU
Water submerged peanut crops after the flood.
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SENTENCED TO RETIREMENT

JUDGE HANGS
UP HER ROBE
Chief Magistrate Diane Cagle celebrated by friends and colleagues

ANGELIA DAVIS
DAVISAL@GREENVILLEONLINE.COM

At the end of May, Greenville County Judge
Diane Cagle will begin serving a sentence she's
imposed upon herself ­ life in retirement.
The verdict comes after Cagle's 32 years of

service in Greenville County's magistrate court
system, most of which have been as chief magis­
trate.
Cagle's plan to retire recently brought together

state supreme court justices, former governors,
magistrates, members of the law enforcement
community, and others to honor her for her ser­
vice.

Cagle has quite a legacy in Greenville County
and South Carolina, said former state Lieutenant
Governor Nick Theodore,who was among those
thanking her for her "service and many years of
deep consideration."
A native of Greenville and graduate of Berea

High School, Cagle was vice president of Dixie
Iron and Metal, Inc. before she was appointed a
magistrate in 1984.

When that position initially opened, Cagle, who
attended the National Judicial College five times
from 1987 through 2000, said she'd gone to sena­
tors to request it for a friend who was a clerk of
court.
"Each response that I got was 'No, we are not

going to appoint him. We are going to appoint
you,'" Cagle said. "They talked me into doing it
and it has been a blessing."

She responded to the role "beautifully," Theo­
dore said.
She advanced to associate chief magistrate in

1987 and became chief magistrate in 1989. She
held that position until 2014.
During her tenure, Cagle earned so much "re­

spect and confidence" of the constituents in her
area, Theodore said.
State Supreme Court Justice John Kittredge

SeeCAGLE,Page6D

Cagle
Continued from Page 1D

said he attempted to approxi­
mate the number of cases that
Cagle handled over 32 years

"I simply couldn't do it. It's
an impossible task," he said. "To
say that the number is well in
excess of 100,000 would be a
modest estimate."

"We marvel when we think
of the number of people who
came to you for help along the
way, when we think of the num­
ber of people whose cases were
resolved by you," he said to
Cagle. "That,by itself, would be
a remarkable career."

But in addition to that, Kit­
tredge said, under Cagle, the
magistrate court system here in

Greenville County excelled in
adapting to increased workload
and structural changes, and an
increase in the complexity of
cases.
Beyond that, other initiatives

and programs were started in
Greenville County, including
the central bond court and
transfer court.

Also, because of her leader­
ship, in 2001, Chief Justice Jean
Toal appointed Cagle to serve
as the head of the pilot program
for the statewide court manage­
ment system, Kittredge said.
Cagle cites that appointment

as one of the highlights of her
career. Another highlight, she
said, was talking helping to get
a Greenville Technical College

satellite branch placed in the
northwest edge of the county,
where she could sentence peo­
ple to get their GED.

Of the 200 people sentenced,
only one did not get the diplo­
ma, she said.
Cagle is highly regarded and

respected by all in the justice
system and in law enforcement
because of her uncompromis­
ing commitment to fairness and
high ethical standards, said
Gov. Nikki Haley, who awarded
Cagle the Order of the Silver
Crescent.

Cagle, who is married to
David Holcombe, elevated the
judiciary to a new level through
her guidance, integrity and
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dedication and civic involve­
ment, said a letter signed by
Haley.
Working in the court system

had not been among Cagle's
aspirations, but she found joy in
it because "it was always some­
thing different every day and,
every now and then, you got the
opportunity to help somebody."

Cagle said health and a de­
sire to spend more time with
her family helped her conclude
that now is the time for her to
retire. Her last day will be May
31.

What she'll miss most are the
people – "the offenders, the
officers, the clerks, the secre­
taries – everybody."

Her only son, Alan Cagle,
said retirement is going to be
an adjustment for his mother.

But, he said, "I am personal­
ly thrilled to know that she's
going to enjoy life a little bit
more and stress a little bit less,
while continuing to be a mentor.

And. "most of all, still to me,
mom," he said.
Among the gifts presented to

Cagle during her retirement

celebration was a 1955 Ford
Thunderbird.

HEIDI HEILBRUNN/STAFF

The Honorable Judge Diane Cagle hugs Rose Griffith during a party celebrating her retirement at the Veranda at the
Global Trade Park on Monday.
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PHOTOS BY HEIDI HEILBRUNN/STAFF
Former U.S. Education Secretary Dick Riley, right, and Betty Farr, left, speak with the Honorable Judge Diane Cagle
during a party celebrating her retirement at the Veranda at the Global Trade Park on Monday.

A party was held to celebrate the
career of The Honorable Judge Diane
Cagle, who is retiring at the Veranda
at the Global Trade Park on Monday.
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German company
announces plant
Will bring 45 jobs to Pickens County
RON BARNETT
RBARNETT@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

Project Big Apple came to fruition Wednesday,
with the announcement that the world's leader in high­
speed railway couplings is moving its North Ameri­
can manufacturing headquarters to Pickens County.

County Council gave final approval to a fee­in­lieu
of taxes agreement and other incentives in a special
meeting at Alliance Pickens headquarters to make
way for the announcement that German­based era­
contact would be building a $3.6 million facility in the
Pickens County Commerce Park that will create 45
jobs.
The company had been referred to as Project Big

Apple in county documents to shield its identity dur­
ing negotiations because it will be moving its only op­
eration in the U.S. from New York to Pickens County.

"This world leader could have gone anywhere, but
they chose Pickens County," council chairman Jenni­
fer Willis said.
Jochen Kurz, general manager of the family­

owned company, said the Pickens County School Dis­

trict's Career and Technology Center was one of the
key selling points in the decision to locate in the park
near Liberty.

"It was love at first sight," he said of his visit to the
county while prospecting for a site.
The company will be needing sales people, engi­

neers and technicians, and it expects to be recruiting
students right out of the career center and training
them for jobs, he said.
The 38,000­square­foot facility is expected to be

completed in the first quarter of 2017, he said.
The company's market in the USA is similar in size

to its business in China, where it employees about 200
workers, and Kurz told The Greenville News he ex­
pects to have that large a workforce here eventually.
"It's always a great day in our state when we can

welcome a company like era­contact USA to the South
Carolina family," Gov. Nikki Haley said in a statement
released by the Department of Commerce. "Their de­
cision to create 45 new jobs in Pickens County is a
huge win for the people of South Carolina and is a real
reason to celebrate across the state."
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RON BARNETT

Artist rendering of a facility to be built by era­contact in the Pickens County Commerce Park.
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S.C. lawmakers ban
abortions at20 weeks
BY JAMIESELF

jself@thestate.com
COLUMBIA
S.C. lawmakers Tuesday

passed abillthat would ban
abortion at20 weeks orlater
– aproposalthat hasbeen
struck down bycourts in
three otherstates asuncon­
stitutional.
The S.C.House voted

79­29to give finalapproval
to thebill. After itis ratified,
it will headto Gov.Nikki
Haley'sdesk.
The bill'spassage inthe

Legislature is ahugevictory
forabortion opponents. They
pushed the 20­week ban
asserting thatafetus canfeel
pain atthatage – apoint
disputed inthemedicalcom­
munity.
Haleyis expected to sign

thebill intolaw. "Ican't
imagine anyscenario in
whichIwouldn'tsign it," the
Lexington Republican said in
March,adding she wanted to
see thedetails beforemaking
afinal decision.
"Iamso excited. Thisis

something that we've been
workingon forfour years,"
saidstate Rep. WendyNan­
ney, R­Greenville, sponsor of
thebill."It isanice ending
to alotofhard work."
Thebill offers noexcep­

tionsforrape or incest–
omissionsthatopponents say

will harmsomeofthe state's
most vulnerablewomen.
Nanney's billdoes provide

anexception forcases of
severefetal anomalies,
whichwould prevent achild
fromsurviving with orwith­
outmedical intervention.
An abortion at20weeks of

pregnancyor later, calculat­
ed astheweeks past fertil­
ization,also would be legalif
adoctorsays it isnecessary
to protectthemother from
deathor severebodily im­
pairment.
Nanney saidshe ispleased

theproposal does notinclude
exceptionsfor casesofrape
orincest. Those exceptions
wereincluded in theS.C.
Senate's versionofthebill
but removedin acompro­
mise bill.
"In thecaseofthe moth­

er'slife or thebabyis
deemednot goingto live,
I'm OKwith (those excep­
tions)," she said.
Abortion­rights advocates

say the billtargetsasmall
number of womenwhose
pregnancies arewanted but
decide, later, to terminate
them asaresult ofsevere
complications.
State Rep. BethBernstein,

D­Richland, said thebill
would "cause much suf­

fering" formothersand
children born only to die
shortly after."This is notan
easy decision, andwe're only
making it moredifficult,"
Bernstein said.
In South Carolina, an

average of 28 abortions a
year areperformed at20
weeks or later, according to
the S.C.Department of
Health and Environmental
Control.
"Abortion later inpreg­

nancy is extremely rareand
often takesplace incomplex
and difficult situationswhere
awoman and herdoctor
need every medicaloption
available," saidAlyssa Miller
with Planned Parenthood
South Atlantic, apro­abor­
tion rightsgroup.
"In states that have passed

similar abortion bans, some
women and their families
have been put intounimagin­
able situations ­needingto
end apregnancy forserious
medicalreasons but unable
to doso."
Millersaid the proposalis

part of"anextreme political
agenda"designed to "chip
awayataccess to safe and
legalabortion."
Stateshavepassed aspate

ofbills attemptingto limit
access to abortion.

If Haleysigns thebillinto
law,South Carolina will
become the17th state to pass
anabortionban at20weeks
or earliersince 2010. South
Dakotapassed asimilar law
inMarch.
Those banshavebeen

challenged inthree states–
Arizona, Georgia andIdaho.
Eachwas struckdown as
unconstitutional by courts,
according to theNational
Women's Law Center.
But theU.S.Supreme

Court, whichhassaid abor­
tionis legalthrough the
secondtrimester, hasnot
weighedin onwhether the
20­week abortion bansare
unconstitutional.
OnTuesday, HouseDem­

ocrats warned South Car­
olinawill face alegalchal­
lengefor itsabortionban –
one thattaxpayers will pay
for.
State Rep. JamesSmith,

D­Richland, aimedhis crit­
icism atRepublican House
members, 71 ofwhom voted
forthebill, joinedby eight
Democrats. "When it comes
to apolitical agenda, then
spending taxpayers' dollars
is not aproblem," Smith
said.
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HOUSE PANEL MERGES PLANS TO BORROW FOR
ROADREPAIRS, REFORM ROADS AGENCY

AS.C.HousepanelTuesday merged a plantoborrow more
than $4billionfor road­repair projects withproposed
changesto thestructure of thestate Transportation
Department.

Theresultingbill could bewhatlawmakerspass thisyearas a
stop­gap roadsfix.

TheHouse paneltook theroad­financing proposal and
addedproposedchangesto thecommissionthatoversees
theTransportationDepartment.That commissionnowis
legislativelycontrolled.But,under theproposed
restructuring, the eight­member commissionwould be
appointedby the governor.

Someof the addedroad­repairmoney wouldbeused tofix
Malfunction Junction,thepoorly designed, congested
interchangesaround theintersection of Interstates20 and26.

However,the addedmoney couldnot beused tobuild any
new roads,including proposals toextend Interstate526 in
Charlestonor build Interstate 73toMyrtleBeach. That
prohibition appealsto anti­growth coastalconservation
groupsandothers,who want existing roadsrepairedbefore
new onesare built.

­FROMTHE (COLUMBIA) STATE
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SENATE LIKELY TOAGREE

SCHouse
overrides
Haley veto
of farmaid
BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com

The S.C. Housevoted Tues­
day tooverride Gov. Nikki
Haley'sveto of $40million in
stateaid tofarmers whose
crops were damaged inOcto­
ber's historic rainfall andflood­
ing.
Afterseveral speechesfrom

the Housepodium pledgingto
help farmers–many lookingon
fromthe House balcony–rep­
resentatives voted 112­2to

override thegovernor's veto,
promptingapplause fromthe
floor.
S.C. HouseSpeaker Jay Lu­

cas, R­Darlington, saidHaley
"intentionally ignored our
farmers' plea forhelp byleav­
ing themout" ofarequest that
she madefor federal aid for
S.C. homeowners.
"Because of the governor's

refusal toadvocate on behalfof
our state'slargest industry,the
General Assemblywas forced
totake action,"Lucas said.
Some Housemembers, who

saidthey are farmers, abstained
from voting.
To sendthe aid tofarmers,

two­thirds of the S.C. Senate
alsomust vote to overturnHa­
ley'sveto. Senators approved

theaid by aveto­proof, 33­3
margin.
SenatePresidentProTempo­

reHugh Leatherman,R­Flo­
rence, saidheis confident the
Senatewill overrideHaley's
veto with overwhelmingsup­
porton Wednesday."This is
somethingthat farmershave

SEEFARMERS,7A

FROMPAGE 3A

FARMERS
gotto have."
Haley vetoed theaid package

Monday.In herveto message, the
Republican governor calledthe
money an "unprecedented bailout"
for a"vocal industry," addingthe
same aid was notavailable tosmall
businesses andhomeowners who
also sufferedlosses inthe flood.
Butlawmakers supportingthe

farm aid saidthe statealready
sends millions tobusinessesin the
formof taxbenefits.
"South Carolina farmersneedour

help," saidstateRep. GarySimrill,
R­York,speaking beforethe vote.
"Did yourealize that weput $40

million inbeachrenourishment in

thebudget that passedthis House?"
heasked other members, noting
beachesare important tostate's
tourismsector.
StateRep. JustinBamberg said

farmingis key tohisBamberg com­
munity–the same community,he
noted,where Haley grew up.
"When shevetoed thefarm­aid

bill... shelookedat each andevery
farmer ...looked theminthe eyes
andtold those farmerstogo back
andwalk throughtheir struggling
crops andkick rocks," saidthe
Democrat."While weare onwatch,
ourfarmerswill not kick rocks."
Ifthe Senatevotes tooverride

Haley's veto,farmers willbeable to
apply forgrants from thestate. To

qualify, a farmer must have lostat
least 40percent ofacrop. The
grants will cover20 percent ofthat
loss, notto exceed$100,000.
Speaker Lucas also challenged

Haley's veto justification,calling it
"factually incorrect."Haley argued
farmers alreadyhave access to
enough taxpayer­funded federal
aid.
But thespeaker's office said

farmers donothave accesstofed­
eral disaster­relief programsavail­
ableto small businessesor home­
owners. Federalprogramsfor farm­
ers are inadequateindealing with
disasters like October'sflood, Lu­
cas' office said.
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SEANRAYFORD online@thestate.com

JimmieLee ShawspraysforpestsinacottonfieldMondayat
Overbridge Farms inNewberry.

SC0148 State
Page Number: 3Publication Date: 05/18/2016

SCHouse overrides Haley veto of farmaid
BY JAMIESELF jself@thestate.com
42.47 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 2

67012-05-18_3003.pdf

County: Richland



MEASUREGOESTOGOVERNOR

Bill puts
20­week
limit on
abortions
By79­29vote,S.C.Housegivesfinal
approvalto proposal
...........................................................................................

Proposal includesnoexceptionsfor rapeor
incest
...........................................................................................

Gov.NikkiHaleyexpected tosignproposal
into law
BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com
S.C lawmakers Tuesday passed abillthat

would banabortion at 20 weeksor later –a
proposal that hasbeen struck down by
courtsinthree other states asunconstitu­
tional.
The S.C. Housevoted 79­29togive final

approval tothebill. Afterit is ratified, itwill
head toGov. Nikki Haley'sdesk.
The bill's passage inthe Legislature isa

huge victory for abortionopponents. They
pushed the20­weekban assertingthat a
fetuscan feelpainat that age –apoint dis­

puted inthe medical community.
Haley is expectedtosign thebill intolaw.

"Ican't imagineany scenario inwhich I
wouldn't signit," the Lexington Republican
saidinMarch, addingshewanted tosee the
details beforemaking afinal decision.
"Iam so excited. This issomethingthat

we've been workingonfor four years," said
stateRep. Wendy Nanney, R­Greenville,

SEEABORTION,7A
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ABORTION
sponsorof the bill."It isa
nice endingtoalot of
hard work."
The billoffers noexcep­

tions for rape or incest –
omissionsthat opponents
say willharm some ofthe
state's most vulnerable
women.
Nanney's bill doespro­

vide an exception for
casesof severefetal
anomalies, which would
prevent achild fromsur­
vivingwith or without
medical intervention.

Anabortion at 20 weeks
of pregnancyor later,
calculated asthe weeks
pastfertilization, also
would belegal ifadoctor
says it isnecessary to
protect themother from
deathor severe bodily
impairment.
Nanney saidsheis

pleased theproposal does
not includeexceptions for
casesof rape or incest.
Thoseexceptions were
included inthe S.C. Sen­
ate'sversion of thebill but

removed inacompromise
bill.
"In the case ofthe

mother'slife or thebaby is
deemed not goingtolive,
I'm OKwith (those excep­
tions)," shesaid.
Abortion­rights ad­

vocates saythe billtargets
a smallnumber ofwomen
whose pregnancies are
wanted but decide,later,
toterminate themasa
result ofsevere complica­
tions.
StateRep. Beth Bern­

stein, D­Richland,said the
billwould "cause much
suffering" for mothers and
childrenborn only todie
shortlyafter."This is not
an easy decision, and
we're only makingit more
difficult," Bernstein said.
InSouth Carolina, an

average of28 abortionsa
year areperformed at 20
weeks or later,according
tothe S.C. Department of
Health and Environmental
Control.
"Abortionlaterin preg­
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nancy is extremely rare
and oftentakes placein
complex anddifficult
situations whereawoman
and herdoctor needevery
medical optionavailable,"
saidAlyssa Miller with
Planned Parenthood South
Atlantic,apro­abortion
rightsgroup.
"In statesthat have

passed similarabortion
bans,some womenand
their families have been
put intounimaginable
situations ­needing to
end apregnancy for se­
rious medical reasonsbut
unable todoso."
Miller saidthe proposal

is partof "anextreme

political agenda" designed
to"chip away ataccess to
safeand legalabortion."
States have passeda

spateof billsattempting to
limit accessto abortion.
If Haley signsthe bill

into law, SouthCarolina
will becomethe 17thstate
topass an abortion banat
20 weeksor earlier since
2010.South Dakota
passed asimilarlaw in
March.
Thosebans have been

challenged inthree states
–Arizona, Georgiaand
Idaho.Each wasstruck
down asunconstitutional
bycourts, according to the
National Women's Law

Center.
Butthe U.S. Supreme

Court,which has said
abortion islegal through
the secondtrimester, has
not weighed inonwhether
the 20­weekabortion bans
are unconstitutional.
On Tuesday,House

Democrats warnedSouth
Carolina willface a legal
challenge forits abortion
ban –onethat taxpayers
will pay for.
StateRep. James Smith,

D­Richland,aimed his
criticism at Republican
House members, 71 of
whomvoted forthebill,
joined byeight Demo­
crats. "When it comes toa

political agenda, then
spending taxpayers'dol­
lars is notaproblem,"
Smith said.

The Associated Press
contributed.Jamie Self:
803­771­8658,
@jamiemself
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There'snothingfair about a
flood,or thegovernor's veto
InOctober, ourstate

was hitwith an un­
precedented natural
disaster. Manyfam­

ilies andcommunities
suffereddevastating losses:
homesdestroyed, busi­
nessesshutdown, vital
infrastructure damaged.
Sadly, someeven lost
friends andlovedones.
The historic flooding

touchednearly everycor­
nerand everycitizen of
SouthCarolina insome
way. While government
assistance, hardworking
volunteers, charitiesand
countless individualshave
helpedmany, we stillhave
along wayto gobefore we
fully recover.This isespe­
ciallytrue forour farmers.
SouthCarolina's farmers

were among those hardest
hit bythe storm. They
sufferedmore than$376
million incrop loss. Crop
insurance willcover about
athird of that. Believeme:
Crop insuranceis justnot
like normalbusiness insur­
anceor your homeowners
insurance.
Todate, FEMA haspaid

approximately $375 million
for homeowners through
flood­insurance claims and
other assistance. An addi­
tional $157million is com­

ingtoSouth Carolinafrom
the federal budgetpassed
inDecember. Farmers
were excludedfrom this
financial assistance, and
there's noneonthe way.
Chances are,youor

someone youknow missed
work andwages because of
the flooding. For many
families, losingjust afew
days of work canmean a
late carpaymentor post­
poningamedical proce­
dure or someotherimpor­
tant purchase.
Imagine, though,if the

floods costyouan entire
year ofwork and income.
How would andyour fam­
ily cope?
Thatis exactly the sit­

uation ourfarmers face.
Like every year,they in­
vested moneytoput a crop
inthe groundin2015.
When theOctober floods
washed crops awayright at
harvest time, the invest­
ment was losttoo, andnow
farmershave towait until
the 2016crop is harvested
toproduce incometolive
onand pay thebills.
The Palmetto Farm Aid

bill representsthelast real
chance tohelp farmersleft
out ofall theotherassist­
ance flowinginto thestate.
Itcreates aone­time $40

million fund tohelp those
farmshit hardest bythe
storm. Only those farmers
most affectedby this disas­
terare eligiblefor grants,
and thegrant canonly pay
upto 20percent ofwhat
was lost.
Our legislators under­

stand how importantthis
assistance is toourfarm­
ers. Thatis whythis bill
passed theHouse byan
overwhelming bipartisan
voteof 95­6, andthe Sen­
ate by33­3.
Unfortunately, Gov.

Nikki Haley doesnot sup­
port this help forfarmers,
calling it abailout. Itisnot;
it's justalifeline. To those
who have likenedthe Pal­
metto Farm AidBill tothe
bank bailout of 2008, there
is amajor difference:Un­
like thebanks, farmersdid
not make themess theyare
in, andnoamount ofpre­

planning or investment in
crop insurance couldhave
prevented theloss and
devastation wesaw.
Now, Gov. Haley has

vetoed thelast bit of hope
for many. Thisisconsis­
tent with herprevious
decision toleavefarmers
out inherrequest for help
for SouthCarolina from
Washington. However, it is
not consistentwith her
numerous statements
about fairness andtreating
everyone equallywhen it
comes toproviding fi­
nancial assistance.
The consequences of this

flood wereextreme and
should betreated assuch.
Thisone­time funding of
$40million is onlyfor
those hardest hit.While
this aid will notmake
farmers whole, it willpro­
vide an opportunity for
them tocontinue produc­
tion in2016.Helping those
farmers whodoso much
for all ofus ­and who
have been left outof most
the financial assistance
coming intothe state­isa
simple matter offairness.

Mr.Weathers isS.C.
agriculture commissioner;
contact him at
hweathe@scda.sc.gov.

HUGH E. WEATHERS
GuestColumnist
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