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Bracing for the worst

Loweountry gets ready for Matthew’s strong winds, torrential rain; evacuation underway
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Answers about the hurricane

Heres some info that
will help you gt ready
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TOWNVILLE SCHOOL SHOOTINGS

Community grieves ‘God’s superhero’

here is never o good Y al days earlicr on
day 1o say good-bye toa I Q the: Townwville
little boy, but on Tues- % Elementacy
doy, in the late after- School play-
neod, the small community of ground, slong
Towenvalle, pestbed amo s with a teacher
com fields of western Upstate - arnd fellow stu-
South Careling, circled the demt wha sugs
wagorns of grici and began its Jacob Hall  vived, A 14-year-
:"'" ":::i"n farcwell, ol is changed,
r.-:r ¥ Farewell to innocence. To the Om Tuesday, the last good-
"'I:' + presusnption that semething byes began.
like this could net possibly
happen in swch an off-the-bea- TUESDAY, 4 P.M.
tem=path place. To a G-year-pbd ‘The troffic an 1-85, west of
namsed Jacob Hall, Anderson, is light, There B ralk N e i ey
Jacaly, a brown-haired boy on thie car radio of Husricane Dale Ha, dressed as Superman. stands bedore the casket during
wha loved superheroes, died asuperhera-themed funeral serdce for b brather, ol
Batusday after being shot sever SEE HERDES, 6A
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HURRICANE MATTHEW

Thousands flee coast
as storm nears state

250,000 leave Charleston/Beaufort/Hilton Head; still more may flee Grand Strand

BY EAMMY FREETVWELL

ettt krsndr, com

Thousands of people
fled Sowth Carolina's coast
Wednresday, seching to
ccape the leaming threat
of Hurricane Matthiow and
the poteniially heavy tall
the stoam could take on
communilics across the
Loewonunizy.

Seare officials estimated
the namber of evacuees
froam the Charleston-
Besufort-Hilben Head
[sband areas ar 250,000,
Amnother 200,000 people
could be evacunted Thars-
day from the Grand
Serand,

The hurricane’s oye
wasn't projected 1o make
lasdfall in Sowth Carolina,
but forecasters said the
storm coubd have wide-
ranging effects far From its
cenber by Satarday.

Tropical storme-force
winds, heavy seas and
coastal Mooding were
likely in the Charleston
and Hilten Head 1sland
areas hefore the husricane
turns vast amd mos
farther out fo sea Satunday
aftereean, forecasters

AR AT W Jr"-.-\-lf'\-: L]
Road crews closed eastbound lanes of Interstate 26 from Columibia to Charleston on Wednesday,

UnexIPected SC school closures Qionma

sxriaals Faarrm s M Semdrie warmatlel i e A e b i

said,
Wz are trying Lo be

SEE STORM, A

L heecl theskate.com Thursday for updates on Huericane Matthew and
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HURRICANE MATTHEW
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Reabdents fill sandbags at the Bees Ferry fire itation in Charléston Wednesday to prepare for podsible flood ing from Hurricane Matthew.

Greenville Red Cross seeking volunteers

DONNA TSBELL WALKER AND TIM SMITH
THE SHEERWILLE HEwY

Gredenville County Schoals dispatched 300
achoal buses and drivers 1o the Lowasaniry on
Wiednsday 10 iransport residents fecing Hur-
ricane Matthew, but the couple dozen evacuces
wha showed up by mid-afternoon were sent to
Tocal shelters,

“What we Know mwy is nolns many Cvecuecs
showed up as anticipated,” said Davil Foag, a
trandportation coordinator  for  Greemville
County Schools, “So we have a large group of
folks whoare willing to stay overnight in antic-
pation of moTe evacuess lomormow,”

At the Charleston Area Cenvention Center
in Morth Charleston, authorities had expected

IO CVECEALE A5 Mmany as 7 5K |hr;|}plt1n sheliers
in the Upstate, Instead, about 50 drivers
steered their buses home while the rest bunked
doawryon cols i e North Charleston Coliseam
m The evenl They are reedied this marning.

“With the storm kind of wavering out there
and still net sure It's golng to slow dovwn, I'm
sure some people are still weighing their
chanees and their risk of whether 1o evacuate
or nel,” saigd Mike Boese, incilent commander
for the stite Forestry Commission’s Incident
Management Team, which is managing cvacua.
tbon efforts an the center:

Reynaldo Acosta, & resident of John's Island,
arrived at the Charleston Area Convenlion

See SHELTERS, Page 24
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Matthew
marching
L
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ONLINE

For updated
toverage af
Hurricane
Matihswy
throaghout
the day, visit
Greenvilie
Online.com

ERADMNLTILIZAP

Matthew track leaves
forecasters guessing

ELIZABETH LAFLEUR AMD TIM SMITH
Tl G EJERAASLE WEWE
TONYA MAKWELL

AHEELLE OFTICIN-THRE S

Roughly 250 (W0 residents and tourists fled
the Loweouniry by Wednesday ¢vening ahead
af an apprraching storm with a projected track
That baf Fled residemts, forecasters and stte ol
feckals. At beast as many more arc expected o
evacuate Thursday,

Westhaund traffic Mowed smoethly on bath
sices of Interstote 2605 evacuees headed out of

Sec FORECAST, Page 84

We must forgive, mourners at Jacob Hall service told

HIKIE MAY

B RSV OO O EPEMI ENTILAL CO8E
AND KIRKE BROWHN

AL RGN FINDOHT AL COM
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Disizict 4 plard therapy dogs, coundeling doe
first day back, Page 3C
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NRC could approve
permits for Gaffney
nuclear reactors

Dukg Energy could receave

a lietnse by the cnd of this
yeir b Buld and oporate twio
nuclear reactors near Gaffmey,
although it could be several
years befone the reactors are
Bailt, & Nucloar Regulatory
Commission spokesman said
Wednesday. C1

Tracy’s shooting
death still unsolved

A year has passed and
Markeith Tracy's killing is still
unsotved, He was shot on Oct,
6, 2005 i what police have
classificd as & robbery gome
ad. C1

NATION & WORLD

Identity crisis in NC

The Tar Heel State is having &
Bit of an identity crisis. Demo-
crats guinumber Republicans
by more than a half-million.

it the GOP has controlled the
legislature for six yoars = with
Supermajorities most of that
time — and has pushed through
a conservative agenda. “We are
nir longer viewed as a progres-
Sivie State bat a backwards
one,” Mayor Harold Weinbeecht
of Cary sald in September

after the town lost four NCAA
events, A3
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FLEEING THE STORM

HURRICANE MATTHEW

SPARTANBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA

rnal

South Carclina state troopers, right, lead the first wave of cars evacuating on the reverse lane of Interstate 26 on Wednesday afterncon as traffic

headed toward Columbia lrom the Charleslon area, MIC SUITH/THE ASSOCIATER FRESS

Troopers reverse
lanes on 1-26 to help
those evacuating

By Bruce Smith
The Assoclabed Press

FOLLY BEACH = South Car-
olina's largest evacuation in at
least 17 years started Wednes -
day as bundreds of thousands
of people began making their
way inland from Hilton Head
Island, Beaufort and Charleston
to avoid Hurricane hMatthew,

In addition to those arcas,
Gow, Wikki Haley said she plans
toorder an evacuation of Horry
and Georgetown counties at
noon today if the hurricane's
forecast track dees not change,

I all, about 500,000 peaple
may be ordered to leave their
homes = maore than 10 percent
of the state's population.

Here's a look at precautions

Hurricane Matthew

Florida may get hit asburg
twdee if the storm o :
makes a'loopas
forecast,
N

Room.

state officials are taking in
adwance of the storm’s arrival:

Lane reversals

Troopers turned the east-
bound lanes of Interstate 26
from Charleston to Columbia
into inland evacuation lanes for
the first timwe evier. The planwas
put into place after evacuations
during Hurricane Floyd in 1999
turned a typical two-hour trip
from Charleston to Columbia
into an up-to- 24 - hour ordeal,

Haley =aid Tucsday that she
was going to order evacuations
along the entire South Carolina
coast. But the storm slowed and
foreeasts shewed it hooking out
to sea farther south, prompt -
ing her to delay evacuations for
Georgetown and Horry counties
until today.

“Because the storm changed
we are changing with the
starm, " Haley said.

SEE STORM, A4

Hurricane
WRFTH N =—
waalich  w—
B Tropical store
5 wienling —

wiith —

Red Cross volunteers, including Keith Maurer, gathered at the

Spartanburg Expo and Events Center Wednesday night to set
up tats = anticipation of e arrival of evacuees from the South
Carolin eoask, JOHN ENRUM/IOHN, BYRUARTSHLCOM

County prepares
to take In evacuees

Ey Daniel 1, Gross
daniel.grossashjcen

The American Red
Cross is preparing to
open the Spartanburg
Expoand Events Center
as the first Upstate
cmergency shelter
for evacuees from the

Loweountry.

if the storm’s track
doesn't change.
Heather Kanipe, 2 Red
Cross spokeswoman,
said the Spartanburg
Expo Center at 66585
Pottery Road can hold
up Lo 3,300 EVACBECS.
Thiee othey Upstate
Facilities, twoin Ander-
son County and one in
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TOWNVILLE SCHOOL SHOOTING

‘WE MUST FORGIVE’

PHOTOS BY KEN RUARARD AROEFEROENT MAJL
A man dressed as a Teenage Minja Turtle pats Dake Hall, rght, brother of Jacod Hall, moments before the funeral for the G-year old boy on Wedesday at Oakdale Baptist Church in Townvilla,

More than School gets
1,500 attend permanent
boy’s funeral police officer

NIKIE MAYD W—
E MY D EPEHDIEHTMAILE M AKD . .
:{:ﬁﬁ BROWRM ; After the Sept. 28 sheoting at Town-

ville Elemcentary School, Anderson
Lehwal District 4 plans T have 8 porma-
nent school resource afficer,

The Anderson County Council voted
Tuesday to authorize the ereation of an
SRO position for Townville Elementary
School, sald Anderson County Admin-
istrator Husty Burns. At the time of the
shisding, thiere was not an officer on

KT BROWIEHHCEPE MO E N DO M

As more than 1,500 people gathered
Wednesday for the funeral of | Iwnvi!lc
Elerentary School student Jacoly Hall,
the: messigee they heard againand again
wils clear; We must forgive.

Jncob, 6, was mortally wounded Sept.
28 when & shooter opened fire on the

school playground. Jacoh dicd Saturday, ! : S = dhaty at the school,
surrounded by Tamily and weapped in'a Maumnars andiva at Oakdak Bagtist Churdh in Townwille for Jacol Hall's funeral Wadnosday, Superintendent Joanne Avery said
Teenage Mutant Ning Turthes blanket. Hall loved suparharons, so the Tamily made hero costumes 2 big part of the sendoe. Pendicton-based District 4 is working
A tegnaper, Mevearold Jesse Os with the sherifi™s office 5:' have a per-
bome of Townville, is accused in the iy - mancnt SKO at the schaol.
shoating, in which a first-rade teacher — HET0 shirts help bring students together As of now, it will be Distriet 4% re-
and twa ather students were also hurt. sponsibility o puy for that positien,
T can't make sense of it 1 cannot,” MIKE ELLIS fifth-prader ot the Lh_m;_n[awﬁdm snid Distriet 4 sehool board Chairman
saild Tim Marcengil], associate pastor of MABE EREISENTEPINDINTAIIL SO was hunkered ;j,o.-.-.-,-. safely with his Tom Dradbrbins,

Bar Ninhhineg <ntd e heslieves thie dis-

TiEslkalalis Ramracr CSBareB 1 Tohavmia bl o O B e [ TP TR S
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Hurricane NMatthew

SC braces as storm moves north

Storm evacuees flood

Florence-area hotels

B JOE FERRY
Lidod ring: Nepary.
Ty PR R W R LT

FLOREMCE — Two werks
ht] Mikeand !.1|,~ga|:| Sl
reved from Philadelphia
e settbe along the coast of
South Carcling,

“Welcoant to the south,”
Mike joked Wednesday af-
ternoom. “We wene used o
ENOWEIOITIG ...

A5 Hurrbcane  Manhew

Changes
coming to
Florence
Christmas
parade

B POSHIA LLOYD
Wl rirg Hews:
P e DS o4

FIORENCE <Theannuad
Chrisineas parade through
downiown  Florence will
be lield earlier this year o
inchide mare local bigh
school bamds anmdd berter
availability for people on
I1|,aii|;|i|:|'l:m':|k.

The parade is npically
held the thind weckend in
Devember but organizers
hatve baiped it to U sec-
cavif weekend in the month,
This year the pammde will be
ooy Tz, D6k

Christmas & il a lew
rankhs away bl we want-
cd people to kiwew the date
has chansgisd far |1|:|||||:i||.1;
purpases,” said City Couwn.
cltwoman Pal Glbson-Hye
Moore, a pamde coondina-
po “Dm e past mest Bigh
school bamds werent alde
e panicipate  because
school was out fer winter.
This vessr they Tl e alde 10
b i the parade.”

Moore said the parmic
comnritler i working on
deails but plans are 10
have a stage on Sowth Dar-
int] Sireet with lwe music
anel caroling, ansoag otler
activities,

“We'ne indng 10 make it
I:iw'r and bedier tsan 1
fore,” Moore said.

Thie parade’s pail has not
changed from last years
ropte, It will aravel down
Evans Street from Edisio
Drive 1o the BTC bullding
inghraniown Flamenoe

Tor cover the expenses of
the parade, there will be
a Tee of 550 per undt in the

chumed north and an wn-
told number of folks Fled
the caast, e Sgaubs abe.
citbed Tuesday evening 10
evacuate thelr new apart-
ment on o Danied  sland
iI.II.1| Eﬁllll.tl it oo il [Ill.'
Counyard Marrlott along
Haospitality Boulevard, Be-
gy wnsune about how well

teaflie wiould O, thie col- Mike and Megan Staub week on their laptops Wednesday al
phe “irted to beat the nush,  the Cowrtyard Marrioht, where the couple stayed Tuesday night
alter Damiel lslaewd, which lies between Chasbeston

See HOTEL Page 44 and Mount Plesa

From i3 regoets.

WILMINGTON, iy F
— As it churms up the Bast
Cepgs Eowvard Sovtle Carg-
lina, Hurricane Mauhow is
projected 1o ake a tum for
the betier today,

Forecasters  expect e
slamm tostan making a
wite, swinging tum 1o the
st in oo are that will ae
lesast spin the high wind
amd heavy rain out Inio
the Atlantic Ocean by car-
by Swnlay moming. But
Eorecasters at the National
Weather Service In Wilm-
iuglml stressed in a bricl-

ing a7 oprome Wednesday

PILOTS N PAWS

The Lucky Seven

that t|tl,':|'.;ll'|," I:g.' EIE IS
cortain of the stam oack.

“The lavest  harricane
irzck  Brings  Hurricane
Maithew nanthward along
the Florida coast and ofT
the South Caroling coass
before curving back to the
sl There i 2 Eliﬁh =]
of uncenaingy of this mack
anee i1 Is north of Georgla
as sivernd woenther madels
Brinng the wack closer o
the ceast and recurve the
storm laten” acconding o
the hedefing.

The easterly tend in the
irzck cominued one thas

Ses MATTHEW, Page 44

SO Y LT I WA W

Lela Joseph (JeFt) and Wendy Wikton {center) ay goadbye to Rhebt the Chihuahis as Scobt Messenger (right) gets ready bo transpart him and sir other

dggs from the Florence Arca Humane Society to Last Dog Rescur in Pennsybvania,

Florence shelter dogs board plane north to find forever homes

BY JESSICA INBIMED
Wioreng s

frnsbailoneant i st

FLORENCE — Seven sheliers dogs
fram the Forence Area Homane
Foviery were Town Wednesday tooa
mescue In Pennsybvania where they
can find loving homes. The flighs
wis courtesy af thi
Pilats N Paws volun.  ONLINE
eer organtzatdon, Moge photos

Pikms N Paws al- and avideo
lows volunteer pi= s anline at
lois o asslst with  geneweam.
animal transporia-
tin, In this case, @ |:i|v|,r1 armnged
a rescue Might from the Florece
anganization e Last Dog RBescue in
Penmsvlvanin for seven older, and
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