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OPPORTUNITY SCHOOL 
BOARD Of TRUSTEES MEETING 

April 21·22, 1959 

The spring meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Opportunity School convened 
at the Opportunity School at 8:00 P. M. on April 21~ The following members were 
present: Dr. James F. Miles, Vice Chairman; Mrs. Harriet F. Johnson; Dr. Oliver 
ThoJIIaB; Dr. J. C. Holler, Secretary. Also preeent were Mr. J. S. Agnew, Dr. ViI 
LOu Gra,y, and Miss Marguerite Tolber •• 

The meeting opened vith prayer by Mr. J. C. Holler. Mr. J. S. Agnew, 
Director, presented a report shoving the accomplishments of the school during 
the present term. (Report to be attached) This report was followed' by a general 
discussion led by Vice Chairman Miles. 

Miss Tolbert, As:-d.:d .. ar!t iJl1'eoc:tor, nr, ~ ... !:t.ed a N"':'"'crt Sh(,lI'1flt.T the goals and 
possHJill nes for t.he future. (Report. t.o be attached) This report vas followed 
by a general discussion centered arour.d ways and means of achieving the goals 
as presented in Miss Tolbert's report. 

Chaiman Miles explai""d the plaT s for the Boar,j to meet as conunittees on 
the following morning. 

The evening was spent in general discussions with no official actions being 
taken. At 10:00 P. M. the Board recessed until nine o'.-clock 'Ilednesday morning, 
April 22. 

..' . 

At 9:00 A. M., April 22, the Boari reconvened. Rev. W. B. Webb and those 
in attendance the evening before "ere }resent. The meeting was opened vi th 
prayer by Mr. Webb. 

The lUi'nutes of the (1c ~(,l. r' IS Ine€ting were read, and after minor amendments 
they were approved. 

The Board then rAcessed tv meet :n the followinr committees: Buildinr- and' 
Orr>unds Committee, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Agnew, and Mrs. Johnson; Development Committee, 
MiBs Gray and Mr. Webb; EdLtrBti,"n Comm,.tte .. , -e, "i J~s. Miss Tolbert, an': 'M;', }k;1]",' 

The committees reassembled in MillS ;'olbert's house at 10: 30 A. M. for a 
delightful "kaffee kletch." After th;s informal recess, the Board was called 
back into business session by ChairmBJ Miles and the report ot" the Building and 
Grounds Committee "BS called ror. 

Mr. ,Thomas gave the' report for Uis committee. (Report to be attached) 

, The committee reconunended th at tl e rann be leaser! 'm an "xperimel: tal basis, 
beginning July 1, 1959, and extending through the calendar year 1960, to Mr. R. T. 
Bishop, the present farm manager and ~ gricul ture teacher, the amount of rental to 
be $1.00 per year." Mr. Agnew and Mr. Thomas explained that all presently operated, 
the farm was costing the schoo1 about ~12,OOO per year and that under the tenns of 
th'e lease the school loOul<l cont,inue. to derive substant·ially the same benefits 
by way of work scoolarshtps as are now available to Ule school. 
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';he Doard of '1rur.toell of the Opportuni t¥ 3choo1 io created by an Act 

~J?r 
(H.WS) 

1.'111 states that, "1,110 OpporLuni ty .Jchoo1 shall be Imdar ':.he 111lnaeelXltlt anti coo-

tro1 oE ., boo.r0 of cleven truatocs, &1VO,) oE I1hon shall be elected by tho Logis-

laturo, ,aad tuo 0:: lIhor,l ohull be olected by the Alumni ASDociatim of tho school., 

The trusteos GO elected Ghall be cltizem; 0:[ tho :itate uh" are intoro::Jtetl in the 

dir.JS and anbition:l of tho school. rno tnnth men:;cr ohan be tho State Suparin-

ter,dor. t of i-:(,ucatio,l u110 ;;hall c;nrvo 'JX ofneio. 1110 elJvcnth r.u:lIn!Jor shall be 

t.ho Governor ~lho ::;.'1ull bo a l.lcl'ilier of thc boarJ. ox o1'fi.cio, Dll'.i shall be chair-

1:In;'l. : 10OOor:3 o~' th" ;"oard ,,11o are clected Jy thCl Le,;is]aturo shall serve for 

tel"lll1l 0:: fOUl" yC:.ll"S Ull" un til their sUCCCSS01"!) shull be 'llJ"o:in ted and :;hall quali_ 

three :1Oars, rL'l' chl"C)c ~'or four ~'o(lrG. '1ho t\10 eloc;to:' ljJ' tJl0 AIUl1lu "ssoclation 

aha1l servo for four year:;, 

"Tho ,:oar,: of '0"'; ;.Or)S ~h.3.ll Cl'lio1oy a director ilho :JI'~lll serve for such 

sh.:lll enploy 011 por:3ciliwl, "Uoj0'"t to approval ;ry the lJo::u-d of trustees, and 

. shall L!oEi....,o thJ5.r dl:tics. 'iho direct.or sha.ll pr::1Hcribc ... he courGe~ c.. -: study 

ond nake all rule!) mv: rctrJ.lct5.0ll!3 for tIL) OV8111r10nt of tho school 0:1<' 3hl111 

Hillo :"ourd o~ O;rus'vees i3 horeby dcclorer1 to be II uoctY poll tic, under '"h<, , 
•• 1lr.1O (2;1: otylo o~' "he> '-'OUtll Wu'Olilll1 Oppol'tunity .,chool. J.t shall lUlVO II scal, 

"Itich it nay cha.""o at its diacrotian. au:' in its nlll,l(l i'~ may ,Qon'tract for, pur­

chrule ll.;'U hole.' property "'or the> pill', ,OGOS provldeu for in tids act. It ua;y taka 

arw property or Ina1Cl".I ~iven or cOl1\'eyad lJy dead, deviSed or bequ.oatJlocl to the 

school, an~;, :101<1 tho :lane ~'or its be."lef'lt anel use. Tho c;:cndltions o;~ a!V snch 
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Gifts 01" CO"VO-J~lCO" shall Ll 110 caso be :D1COIlsistant lIith the purpooos 0::: tho 

school. and the board shall not by too acceptance thoreof incur 8lfT obllgat1cl1 en 

the part of the State. it Bhnll 9Ocure4' :Invest all i'IInds anu keep all propertq 

uhich 'lOJr3' come :Into it, poseessim. It I1IIlIY sue ami bo sued :In i\,8 nQDO anti ffIIq 

do all th:InCD necesss.y to canoy out the proviaien8 of this act." 
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lloet.1nes of the Board 

'Ihe l;o3.rd of il"Ustoes shall moet ro(,'u1ar~ 1b tho fall and spr:\ng of each 

year. 

::'poc~'ll meetin.;s of tho J.JOllI't1 shall 00 hole I1t any til.v CCl tho call of the 

ox officio Chairrnml or tho Vice.Chairmlll, or of tho il.irector 0,: the Opportuniv 

;:cho01, or at tile request of fom" r,ltlnIDcrs of tho .. oard. filed 1n writin{; with 

"j.ve n"!1bors 0;: the iloard shall constitute a qUOrw:l for tho transactiCCl of 

.' 
II 

1'5.r.1O and Place 0_' ;laetings 

Tho moe tines of t.l)o Doard shall be held nt tho Opportuni 1<1 School or in 

Coluxabil1, an,: at such t:iD3 and placo as tho Govemor of the State of South Caro-•' I linn or tho'lico.Chairmml of the Doard or T:rustees or tho l.liJ:'ector of tho Opp<n'-

tuni 1<1 School shall direct.. 

;lotice of the tiJ.lo a...d place oJ: all mootings of the Board of Trustees shaU 

Uc ,nailed to o.:1.;h u"'l.u;tee by tho ;,;ecretary, or his assistant, not leas than Q 1 ~ 

• 

III 

Officer:! ,of tho iloaz'd 
e/Y- t:JJ<~ 

Lbe chairnan,jor /#ho iloard of :ihwtoos shaU be the Governor of ::iouth Caro-

lina."rho.\Iholl proaont, shlll.l proa1cb a'~ all wet:l.nes of the 0J0ard., A~-

'" ~l 0"' tho 130ard shall. be electe": by vritten b3ll.ot by a majority vote of 

tho andro ;Joard at ita ra1l. meotin(;; ia each e-,oo yuar .. 0 lIO:ve for a term of 

,tuo yoaro or until his SUCC03S0r shall. be elected. The ~1rman ahall be 

oli;..iblo f01' re-election. A '-OCl'Otary shall be elected by uri tten ballot by a 

majoriV vote <)f tho ant1re Doard anti shall eorvo atAho pleasure of the l30ard 
," 

. .; 
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or UiltU llis succossor shall be ,elactod., 

lhe V1oe-(,'hsirruIn of tho iloard, in the a",senoe of the Govemor, shall pre_ 

a1.do at all meetines of the Boa"Cl, o.nd in addition, ho shall serve as Chairman 

and D. r.IOI:Ibor oj.' tho Exeouti \'e CORni ttea of tho Board anej shall perform Iluch othor 

_"ell as lll8¥ from time to time, be prescribed by tho Board. 

The Seoretary shall preside at l11getings of the Board in the absence of the 

Qovemo~ and the Vice-Chairman of the Board, and tno SocretarT she] 1 be a med>er 

of the Executive COIIIlIittee of the Board. 

IV 

Ultios of the Board 

The :.loard of Trustees, direotl3 or through ita authorized cCllllldtteeo, ehall 

establish tho eene~al polioiss of the Opportunity School, shall l.B;y out its broad 

program of educaticnal nctivity, shall annu~ at its fall rJeeting fix anti ap­

prove the Opportunity School's applicat:ion for appropriatioo to tho lloard of Dud.-

.' eat and Control for tho eucceedinG fiscal. year and, a~ its spring meetine, shall 

a.>pr0V9 the budget for the next fiscal. year. 

• 

'lhe Board or' Trustees shall, wo, eloot a Diroctor to serve at thiI v1ll 

• of tile Board. 

v ;' .. 

Duties .£! ~ Direotor .2! ~ Opportuili V Schoo1 
, ' 1. , 
• Jr, 

'lhe lJirector of the LJpportun:ity Sohool shall. be tho oh:1ef eJCBcut:ive olfioer 

of Ute Opportunity .>Ohool cIulr<..;ed wiUt tIlu duty to carry out the genera1 policies 

r1xou by ili3 Doard olll'ustoes. iie shal.l 3Ubmit to tho i3oard, or :its appropriate .' comn1ttoos, recOl:n9ndationa anti i.nfomat:ion cOiloar.}jn{!; any plUlD8 00: the Oppor_ 

tunity School polic:,r or adr.I1nistratian as nay soem proper in the pl'QlIOticm and 

develornent of the Opportunitor School. ~ul>ject to the Qpploval of the Board. and 

w1.tM..'1 tilo budget limitations of the ~tunity School, the 'iiroctor shall be 

authorized to make such appointnsota to and to cront sush promotiona in faculty 

.. ' 
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or adr.uniDtratiw staff of the Opportunity School as JDq be appropriAte, and 

to tel"lllillate any appointJoonts or employment, both in tac:ulty or adm1nistrat.i'18 

staff, in kee;ling with the (,ooeral and tenure (so far as applicable) policies as 

may be established by the Board ot 'rNsteesJ and ho shall dul¥ report IID7 action 

toJcen by IUm at the l;ext suoceeding -t1.nc ot the Doard." 

He shall be I"8Spma:1ble for submitt1ne to the Board for its consideration a 

proposed application for appropriat_on at each tall -tine 01' 'ibe Dovd tar the 

succeed1ne fiscal year and shall present to the Doard for its consideration at 

its sprinG meetine a proposeci budget f'ortle 8\lCc;teding year. 

110 shall perform such otller duties as mIV be dul;y alJB1.cned to h1IIl by the 

Board ofrrustoes or may be a:lpl'Opr1ate to h:is ge!leral duties and responsibilities. 

lie shall. also, siJ1 all diplDmas, cert.U1cates and all contracts or instru­

ments Llu'.;.hqriBod or issued b"1 authority of the Doanj or an;y propor4' author1aed 

COI/IlI1ttee thereof. He may app.,int a booklc8eper, secretary and aasistants there­

to. ami ongage other employees, .t1x:lnc; their W8CB.' and tenus o! enplo,pJnsnt within 

thIt llmitat1ms or the Lludeet (! the Opportunity ~;chool. 

VI 
\ . " 

Iuties ~ llookkaepe:: 

lbo DooIdalepsr, under t;le supervision or the Director, shall be responsible 

for all account1nc fUnotions 'ani for all f'unds of the Opportunity Schoolo He 

or she shall tum1.sh to the Ullector at ~ time requested a financial stata_ 

I r:IIII1t of tho {JppOl-tun1ty Schoolllllu shall quarterly, du~ 9&Oh fiscal year, 

supply all _;"ors of tho Uoar: of Tru:;toos \lith a combined revenue' and axpend1-

t.ures re~)Qrt of, tile Opportunity:.cbool. Ho shal.:" pori'arm IJUCh oUlar duiiea&s 
" 

~ be aIJB~d to him b tbo Jllvd or by the Uirector. 

VII I \' , \ . 

1l1t1.es .~ ~ ;.eoret41l 2!. ~ Board 

'J11CJ S<JC1'B~ of tile Coard Ill' his U:.;isten1 sIll1ll rooor<i thCJ miDltes of aU 

'. 
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• Copiel ot such meet:ll1t;s. He shall give notice of al1 _t.1ng1 of the Board. 

He shall keep a copy of each report of cIul¥ appointed committees of the Doard, 

and he shall perform such other duties md functions all ma;y be prescribed by the 

VIII 

CoIIIIIitteOI oi: the Boord --
'DIere shall be tour standing ccma1ttees of tho Board of hlltonr. the 

Executive CClIIIId.ttee, the EduCf.tion COIIIII1ttee, the Dl!lld1ngs and Groundll CaDm1ttee 

and the School l.Qvelopaent C<HII1ttee. Each stand1ne cClllllittee shall consist or 

throe mambers wo shall serve for a term of two;yaare. i:ach committee except the 
t 

Executive Committee shall self,ot ita CIIIl cha1mail. 'lbs Vice-Cbairmml of the 

Board shall serve as Cha1.nIan of the Ezecutiw COIIIIl11ttee by virtue of h1s poe1-

t10n and the Secretal';Y of the Doard shall 88"" alao as a looll'·er of the JncNt1 ... 

• Committee. All. other staruHnt: COIIIII1ttee uai>eJ'IJ she" be appointed b.1 the V1ce­

Cba1rIIan or Ute Board. 

\ 

'!.'be Board ua.v appo1nt suctl spec1al ccna1tteea fl"Cllll t1ma to t1Jle as lUtoellli. 

dlllmandli. Appointment or Special cOlll!l1ttees shall be 1n acoordauce with the teru 

or the 1'8solnt1cm creating SUCIl cCIIIII1ttees. 

1be ll1roctor of the OpporturUv School. shall se1"V'8 as !! ott1c1o IIItIIIIber or all 

standing cOlllClltteea of the Board, with full rlu;ht to participate in tho caJlllittee t s 

discussion but uithout the r1{;lt to vote OIl ~ matter. 1he Director Emeritus 

IIhall serve as ex officio mamblr ot the 'jChool ilevelopmant Conn1 ttee. -
II .f 

\ - , ",! 

---
lbe lllmcutive ~ommitt.ee sllall perfOl'll' INch dnt1ea as aball. beass1i;ned 

\ 

apecil'ical.l\f to it at 8111' _tin« ot the i3oard, shall haw general. superv1s1OD 

• of tho 1'1naaces 01 the OpportuId.V oJchool, shall have paver and 8IlthorlV to 
-

inwst and rem'VUt all tunds l.eld as an ondmmlont or in trust for the use and 
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purposes of the Opport\n~tv School and said CCIIII:l1tt.e I!Ihall h!mt all the powva 

or the Board of Trustees chIr1ng tho interUi beMan meetings of t.he lloard but no\ ' 

tba power to do anytldne inconsistent wUh t.he polley of tho Soard or inCU1Bistent 

with action theretofore talam by ths noard., 

'ibis CCXlllll1:t.tee shall provide an appropriate FideliV 8U1'1V bend for those 
... 

rospalsibla for funds, ruld shall 8sloct a bank or banks for funds of the 0ppor-

tunity :,chool anu determine the method of iSsuinc:; cheelat 8{;ainSi.. BUeb tIalds. 

At such r.Jt>stinGs of t.he Board tho JWcut.i-w l,;OJIIII.ittee shall. report, in 

writini,;, all action taken or authorized by it in the prece<Unc:lnter.ta. 

x 
• 

Dutie's ~ Builcline;s and Grounds COIlmitteo· 

The Duildinils and Grounds \~1ttee shall be Charged with the r,"8I'1enl. 

supervision and control of all board mat.te" atfect.1ni tho bu1ld:1nt;s and ground8 

oft.be Opportunity ~ool. the design and looatiCll of new 'oll1Jdjnga and the ~ 

proV8JllBnt. or remodeling of old buildings, tho landscaping of the g1'OUndB Cld 

web other r.l4tters as uay relate to the pb.ysical care and preservat.:l.an of tba 

property of tho Opportunity .jchool. It. shall, ol.so, be tho duty of th1B CGIIIIlttM, 

under aut.horiza~ion of the Board and subject. to law, to make and let. all contracts 

for tho erectic:n of no'.] buildines, tor extensive improvements and repairs to old 

~dings, and for extensive :Inprovements in tho grounds or the OpportuniW School. 

The Camnittee shall report all act.ion taken by it, in writinC;, at. tho next reeu­

lar4 called meetin(, of tho i.loard fot" approval by tho Doard. 

n 

ihe l>du.cat.ilm. ~ttee shall be cbu'pd 14th the responsjb1 H if' for the, - -
eeneral eduoat1onal ~ and well special pbues or instruct.:len and l.eamin£ 

.. are all:~ed in by the Opportunity School.. It 8bal.l be the resp<Iloibili V or 
tads Ccn:d.tteo to oc:nsidar all matters cordna ~rore the Board wInch partain to 

- --, ----'----------~~--"---"--~ ,,' 
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• educational pl'O!;TQIlIII, an<.l 1ltkl:in1strative, faculty 1lIl<.l ftUdent ralatio:nsh1p8 to 

eduoat1mal protrOJllll. lh1a Cabitteo lliball evaluate tie educlltional 1lct1v1t1ea 

ot the Opportunl ~ School and ::;ball r,J,-ort and raccm:xnd to the full iJoard act10n 

to be token th.eracn. 

• 

• \ 

XII 

lAtt1ss 2!. Scho,e! DeveJ..op:Ient Cca;dtteo 

'Ihe :.;chool J.lewlo~t Cormtteo shall be char{>'91 \11th tho reap<ll1si01l1ty 

for promotine tho ceneral 'Wlrara or th) Opportunity ~'chool 8Sp8C1olJy as it per­

tIlins to :,ublic support other than by State Le~islati<n or approprj.at1cn. :ill1s 

Canmittee shall handlo such IlIIltte~ camille oot01'O i:.ho i3oorc; \Ih:;'ch pel.-t.a1n to 

public relations of tho Opportunity School, news rele(sos. fund roi.e:1nt;, endOll­

mente. r.I9ITlOrialB, schol.srsh1ps and &\lards. 1his C<lIlE.ttee shall be reapcnsible 

for all pranoticnal prot,;I'WIUI of the ~Iortunity School and shall seek to obtam 

funds for erecticn of new tuilcl:1ngs, l'ElIIldeling of oJ,.: bui.ld:!nes. andollllalts, 

J:I8I!IOrialB ancl student schol.Drships SUbject to B.,Pl'O'VLl. by i.lw Doard. 

'lh:! Il1rector Emeritus shall be all ~ officio meJ:lter of the School .uewlop:Jmt 

Car.mittee • ) 

nIl \ 
\ 

EmcutJ.:YO SosltiQls o£ the Doord ------
1!han8V91' _tte1'll ~ to tho Opportunity School are or such nature 

as the Vice..chaiman sIlall daem it deall'aIJla, he shall call the Iloal'd of 'l'ruatMa 

to an ExDcutive Dellllicn for i'urther conduct ot JUsiness. All _"hero of the 

Joard of TnlatMs fIIJJfT attend J::xecutivo Sossicns of iJlO Doard, but otbor pe1"8ClllD 

shall. attend Exacutift SE,'>sicnll of tho Doord onl,y at tho. pleaeuro of the l3oGrd. 

A.t the next sucoelllliw .,etine or the Board thoro shall be a report in wr1t.Ll(; 

of policies aciopted or a.rt.1on taken. at. the l:xecutive ~ss1cn of tho Doard. 

.,' 
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XIV 

12 Change ~~ 

These by-laus nw;y be chan~od or a!1Dndod at any tu.Ie at any regular ar specia1 

meet:ine of the Board of TrusteosJ honover. if 11 chango or ar.l6ndmant is cals1dered 

at a special r.lBeting. copies of proposed changes I!II1st be ma1led to each member of 

the Board not less than five da;ys before the meot:lng. 

'. 

---~~~~~---~--------~-------------
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