
Report from your Representative
This week in Columbia

we hit the ground running
strengthening our gun laws,
streamlining government, and
continuing our work in legisla­
tive subcommittees.

Protecting Gun Rights
Due to a recent South Caro­

lina Supreme Court decision,
we had to go back and apply
a ix to an existing statute
pertaining to the Stand Your
Ground law. The ix sets forth
the judicial procedure to assert
the Castle Doctrine defense.
It also strengthens the exist­
ing Castle Doctrine which in­
cludes provisions that prohibit
criminals from using a Stand
Your Ground defense while
committing a crime. The mea­
sure is strongly backed by the
pro­second amendment Na­
tional Rile Association and it
passed the House unanimous­
ly.

Senate Roads Debate
A month into the 2016 legis­

lative calendar state senators
are no closer to inding a way
to ix South Carolina's crum­
bling roads but they spent
hours this week arguing over
their inability to oficially de­
bate the issue. The Senate
Majority Leader criticized his
colleagues for "dilly­dallying."
That prompted a debate on
what's blocking progress.

Many Republicans believe
Senate legislation that pro­
vides for increase funding for
roads, must also include tax
relief for citizens and reform
of SCDOT. Gov. Haley has
pledged to veto any legisla­
tion that increases gas taxes
without cutting income taxes
and restructuring DOT. Most
Democrats argue it's not nec­
essary to link the three issues

in one bill and they just want
to raise the gas tax. The debate
continues in the Senate as the
House waits their action.

Devils Backbone Road
On a local note, I have spent

much time working with DOT
oficials to increase the priori­
ty of the repair to Devils Back­
bone Road at Barr Pond. This
is a matter of great importance
to our community; the bridge
has been out since the Octo­
ber loods and necessitates
emergency medical personnel,
school busses, and residents to
an extensive detour while this
road remains closed. This is
costing tax payers increased
funds in the operation of our
school bus system as well as
preventing EMS from provid­
ing timely service to citizens
when an emergency arises. I
have been assured that this
road will be repaired in the
near future.

SC House Won't Waste
Time & Money

The S.C. House of Represen­
tatives will take off the week
of Feb. 15 in an effort to make
its case that the 6­month­long
legislative session should be
shortened. Nearly all major
legislation has been passed by
the House and awaits Senate
action. The week of unpaid
furlough will save SC taxpay­
ers about $77,000.

Virginia Reverses
Course on CWP

SC Concealed Weapons Per­
mit (CWP) holders will still be
able to carry legally in Virgin­
ia. This news story also gives
an update on our legislative
initiative to get CWP reciproc­
ity with Georgia.

Tightening SC's Emi­
nent Domain Law

This week, a Senate Subcom­
mittee approved an amended
version of S.828 regulating
any attempt by a petroleum
pipeline company when it
tried to exercise eminent do­
main to run a pipeline through
an owner's property. This leg­
islation does not allow private,
for­proit pipeline companies,
including publicly­traded,
for­proit companies that are
not public utilities to exercise
eminent domain to install
pipelines.

Other Statehouse News
in Brief...

Supreme Court Judge Elect­
ed: The House and Senate met
in joint session and elected the
newest justice on South Car­
olina's Supreme Court. Judge
John Few is the irst new jus­
tice tapped to the state's high­
est court since 2009.

Qualifying Magistrates: The
House approved and sent the
Senate H.4665, a bill that calls
for Magistrate candidates to be
screened by the Judicial Merit
Selection Commission (like all
other judges) to ensure that
the candidates meet the qual­
iications for the ofice.

Next in Line: The House vot­
ed to clarify a 2014 statewide
constitutional amendment
that allows the governor and
lieutenant governor to run on
the same ticket. H.4579 allows
the governor to assign duties
to the lieutenant governor,

very similar to the functional
relationship between the pres­
ident and vice president.

Saving Lives: The House

concurred in Senate amend­
ments to H.3145, a bill that
would give legal protection to
those who take actions to pre­
vent hot car deaths.

Mugshot Extortion: The
House and Senate adopted
compromises on S.255 that
establishes new provisions to
stop websites from demand­
ing payment to remove book­
ing photographs and other
booking records of those ar­
rested in SC.

Renewable Energy Income
Tax Credits: The House con­
curred with a Senate amend­
ment to H.3874 that provides
for an income tax credit to
a taxpayer who constructs,
purchases, or leases and plac­
es into service large­scale,
nonresidential, solar energy
equipment.

Statehouse Prayer Rally
There was a Prayer Rally at

the Statehouse this past Tues­
day (Feb. 9th) at noon. It was
led by Dr. Franklin Graham
who is traveling to all 50 state
capitols with the simple mes­
sage to pray, vote and engage
on the local, state and national
levels. At this critical juncture
in America, I can't imagine a
more vital and timely moment
to call on God for guidance.
HE is in control, not man
or politicians. I will proudly
stand with Franklin Graham
in praying that GOD will inter­
cede and show us the way to
put America back on the path
of being a beacon of liberty
and high moral values for the
world to follow."

I'm Available
It is an honor and a privilege

to serve you. If you need assis­
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tance navigating state govern­
ment, or have any thoughts or
concerns about what we are
doing, please do not hesitate to
contact me at 803­315­4621.
As always, it is a privilege

and honor to be you Represen­
tative in the SC House.

Yours in Service,
Ralph Shealy Kennedy

Dear Friends:
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S.C.'s newdomestic violencegun law is
hard totrackincourt
BY JEFFREY COLLINS

Associated Press
South Carolina lawmakers

passed a law last year ban­
ning some people convicted
of domestic violence from
owning guns.
But the state's antiquated

court records system could
prevent advocates from
tracking how it is working.
Last year, Democrats and

Republicans came together
to pass the law giving a
lifetime gun ban for the
worst abusers and an auto­
matic three­ or 10­year ban
in other serious cases.
But in the least serious

third­degree domestic vio­
lence cases, whether some­
one convicted of the crime
can keep or buy guns is left
up to the judge. Advocates
fighting domestic violence
want to know how often a
judge rules to take away
guns, but is struggling to
collect data, said Sara Bar­
ber, executive director of
the South Carolina Coali­
tion Against Domestic Vio­
lence and Sexual Assault.
"We can't tell how well

the law is working if we
can't tell how judges are
using their discretion,"

Barber said.
A domestic violence task

force created by Gov. Nikki
Haley determined that 62
percent of domestic vio­
lence cases in South Car­
olina end with a not guilty
verdict. But the database is
so disjointed, that it is im­
possible to know if the de­
fendants in those cases
were found not guilty, ac­
cepted a plea bargain to a
lesser charge or the charges
were dropped. It is also
difficult to sort the data by
a criminal charge without a
defendant's name.
"When the governor signs

a bill it isn't over," Barber
said. "A lot of times imple­
mentation is the tougher
part."
Solicitor Duffie Stone,

who prosecutes criminal
cases for six Lowcountry
counties, said the new law
provides prosecutors with
another tool that can solve
the reporting problems – all
cases can be tried in Gener­
al Sessions court, the high­
est trial level court with a
much better system to track
records, instead of by a

lower­level magistrate.
"It also sends a message

to the offender to be tried
in the same court as a mur­
derer or rapist, instead of
where someone went 55
(mph) in a 35," Stone said.
Advocates said overall the

2015 law is a big step in a
state that has long ignored a
dangerous problem. FBI
data obtained by The Asso­
ciated Press shows 230
people have died in domes­
tic violence shootings in
South Carolina from 2006
to 2015. Only five other
states reported more deaths,
and four of them have twice
the population of South
Carolina.
The law did more than

ban guns. It also increased
penalties for repeat domes­
tic violence offenders based
on the severity of the at­
tack, the number of prior
offenses and other factors,
like whether the victim was
strangled, is pregnant or
was abused with children
nearby. It replaces an old
system that based punish­
ment mostly on the number
of offenses.
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DOMESTICVIOLENCEGUN LAW

Gun law
is hard
totrack
incourt
BYJEFFREY COLLINS

AssociatedPress
SouthCarolina lawmakers passeda

lawlast year banning somepeople con­
victed ofdomestic violence fromowning
guns.
Butthe state's antiquated courtre­

cordssystem couldprevent advocates
fromtrackinghow it is working.
Lastyear,Democrats andRepublicans

cametogether topass the lawgiving a
lifetimegun banfor the worstabusers
andan automatic three­ or 10­year ban
inother seriouscases.
Butinthe least seriousthird­degree

domestic violencecases, whether some­
oneconvictedof thecrime can keepor
buyguns is left uptothe judge.Advo­

catesfighting domestic violencewant to
knowhow oftenajudge rulestotake
awayguns, but is struggling tocollect
data, saidSaraBarber, executive director
ofthe SouthCarolina Coalition Against
DomesticViolence andSexualAssault.
"Wecan't tell howwell the lawis

workingif wecan't tell howjudges are
usingtheir discretion,"Barber said.
A domesticviolence task forcecreated

byGov. Nikki Haley determined that 62
percentof domestic violencecases in
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SouthCarolina endwith a not
guilty verdict. Butthe database
is so disjointed,that it isimpos­
sibleto knowifthe defendants
inthose caseswere found not
guilty,accepted aplea bargain to
alesser charge or the charges
were dropped.It isalso difficult
tosort thedataby acriminal
charge without adefendant's
name.
"When the governorsigns a

billit isn't over," Barber said."A
lotof timesimplementation is
the tougherpart."
SolicitorDuffie Stone, who

prosecutes criminalcasesfor six

Lowcountrycounties, saidthe
new law providesprosecutors
with anothertool that cansolve
the reportingproblems –all
casescan betriedinGeneral
Sessions court,the highest trial
levelcourt with amuch better
system totrackrecords, instead
of byalower­level magistrate.
"It also sendsamessage to

the offendertobetried inthe
same courtas amurderer or
rapist, instead of wheresome­
onewent 55 (mph) ina35,"
Stone said.
Advocatessaidoverall the

2015 law isabigstep inastate
that haslong ignored adanger­
ousproblem.
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LETTERS FROM OURREADERS

Haleyshouldopenprobeof Orangeburg Massacre
From her backroom

relationships with corpo­
rations and negotiating
business deals that under­
mine state businesses to
criticizing her own party
and her leadership in
bringing down the Con­
federate flag, Gov. Nikki
Haley has been a contro­
versial and courageous
governor.
If the governor wants to

crown her historic gover­
norship, she can commit
to another courageous and

bold act: Open an official
investigation into the
Orangeburg Massacre.
This tragic event oc­

curred Feb. 8, 1968, on
the campus of the then­
S.C. State College. Three
students were killed and
27 others wounded on the
third night of growing
tension over the refusal of
the town's only bowling
alley to allow black pa­
trons. Nine highway pa­
trolmen had been issued
deadly buckshot and giv­

ing authority to fire into a
crowd of students if they
felt their lives were being
threatened.
The officers were ac­

quitted of imposing sum­
mary justice, and then­
Gov. Robert McNair
blamed "black power"
influences for this tragic
event. Cleveland Sellers, a
civil rights activist, was
the only person jailed.
Twenty­five years later,
he received a full pardon.
He now serves as presi­

dent of Voorhees College
in Denmark.
If three students were

killed and 27 wounded at
the University of South
Carolina or Clemson Uni­
versity in 1968, do you
think there would not
have been a full investiga­
tion and someone held
accountable?
Truth and reconciliation

could lead to a brighter
day in South Carolina.

–Dwight Donald
Simpsonville

Haveyour say
Send letters,ofup to250words, to
stateeditor@thestate.com. Ifyou don't haveaccessto
email,youmay mail themtoLetters,The State,P.O. Box
1333,Columbia, SC, 29202.Include your full name, street
addressand day and evening phone numbers.

Guestcolumns of upto 700words should besent to
cscoppe@thestate.com.They should addressstate or
localtopics, demonstrateauthority andknowledgeof the
topic andmakepersuasive,information­backed
arguments.

Allsubmissions will beedited. Allsubmissions must be
exclusive to The State andbecome theproperty of The
State.
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FLEPHOTO/THE STATE

A ceremony is heldannuallytocommemoratethe OrangeburgMassacre,butthestatehasnotgone back and
undertakenathoroughinvestigation.

SEANRAYFORD Associated Press

Gov. NikkiHaleydeliversthe 2016 State ofthe State
addresstoajointsessionofthe GeneralAssembly.
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Haley needs to
match actions to
words
First, Gov. Nikki Haley

encouraged our legislators
to work together to make
our state a better place for
all. Then a few minutes
later, she told those same
legislators that unless they
approved her road plan,
she would veto their bill.
In other words, do what I
say or else. How's that for
working together?
Then, while talking

about bringing us all to­
gether, she proposed a tax
cut of $55 million to 379
wealthy South Carolinians
and nothing ­ yes, zero ­
to 1.1 million South Car­
olinians who don't earn
enough to file income
taxes, but do pay the gas
tax. Now, that's really
working for all of South
Carolina, right?
Instead, I trust and

hope that our legislators
and the governor will
come together as Gov.
Haley requested in her
speech with an equitable
and moral tax plan to
fund our infrastructure
and the education of our
children.

–Stan Frick
Columbia
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South end
firestation
takingshape
BY ANGELA NICHOLAS
For TheSun News

It hasbeen alongtime
coming but byyear'send,
Murrells Inlet­Garden City
Fire District station No. 79
will bereadyto respondto
the needs ofresidentsliving
inthe rapidly growing Bur­
gess community of south­
eastern Horry County.
Breaking groundFriday

for construction ofthe
4,100­square­foot station
marked the endof along
struggle toincrease fire

coverage inthe area.The
project washindered in
2014when Gov. Nikki Haley
vetoed ataxbill that had
successfully workedits way
through theSouth Carolina
legislature. The governor
saidat the timeshe vetoed
the bill"because I believe
the taxpayers deserve a
chance tovoteon taxin­
creases."
Murrells Inlet­Garden

City DistrictFire Chief Nor­

man Knightsaidthe veto
pushed the effort backtothe
beginning.
"We started the process to

get the taxmillageraised
around 2007when we iden­
tified aneed forafourth
station in thearea," Knight
saidprior tothe ground­
breaking. He saidthe same
process was being followed
that was usedin1992, when
the taxrate was successfully
doubled fromthe 5 mills

established when the fire
district was organizedin
1966.
"Fast forwardto 2007­'08

when we recognized that a
rapidly growing district
required moremoney to
operate offof," Knightsaid.
The fire district proposedan
increase to14 mills.
He saidwhen the idea of

SEE FIRE, 3C
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increasingthe millagewas
initially takentothe legisla­
ture, they wereencouraged
toput offthe request dueto
economic conditions at that
time.
"Ifwe hadknown then

that [the governor] felt it
was ataxincrease that peo­
ple inthe districtshould
have a sayin, wewould
have had areferendum
earlier," Knightsaid.
Successfinally came when

aspecial referendumwas
held inMarch2015 and
votersoverwhelmingly sup­
portedthe increase. The 14
mills, Knightsaid, would
addonly about $16ayear in
taxestoahome valuedat
$100,000.
Thatincrease will provide

24­hour fireand EMScov­
erage forrapidly growing
neighborhoods alongMcDo­
well ShortcutRoad and

Tournament Boulevardto
S.C. 707.
"Theaddition of afourth

fire station inourdistrict
will putevery resident with­
inabout 3 to3.5 milesof a
fire station,"Knightsaid.
"That'spretty strong. It will
help with responsetime and
availability ofequipment."
The $1.2 million,three­

bayfire station will bethe
fourthtoserve the district
that is uniquelysplit be­
tweenHorry andGeorge­
town counties.The taxin­
creasewill also supportthe
cost ofa$400,000 fire
truck andan estimated
$200,000in staffingfor
house 79that will include
three firefighters andatwo­
person medicunit per shift.
The totalstaff will consistof
15 people.
Knightsaidthe current

Insurance ServicesOffice
(ISO)rating of Class 2could
changeto thepreferred

Class 1 rating oncethe fire­
house isbuiltand staffed.
He saidthedistrict is cur­
rentlyonly twopointsaway
fromthe "ideal" ratingthat
helps insuranceproviders
measureahomeowners'
risk.
"That ismyhope," Knight

saidofobtaining the im­
provedrating, "butit still
fallsonus todo thejob."
Duringtheshort ceremo­

ny,fire district board chair
Al Hitchcockextended ap­
preciationto theresidents
whocast apositive vote for
thetaxincrease.
"Youdidthe right thing,"

hesaid."So, get outyour
shovelsand hammers, we're
readytobuildastation. The
votersspoke and theyspoke
loud."
HorryCounty Council

ViceChair TylerServant,
whorepresents District5
covering thesoutheastern

partof thecounty that in­
cludes theGarden City
Beachand Murrells Inlet
area, saidFridaywas an
excitingday for the Burgess
community.
"Itis a growingarea and

anytime youhave an oppor­
tunitytoimprove response
timetothe residents, it'sa
greatthing,"Servant said.
InternationalClub resi­

dent Rosemary Toth, who
volunteers at theMurrells
Inletfirehouse, saidshehas
watchedthe community and
theneed for anadditional
firestation grow since she
movedhere fromConnecti­
cut 11 years ago.
"Burgess isjust abeautiful

placetolive andthis will
addtothe safety ofour
residents,"shesaid.

Angela Nicholas isafreelance
reporter and canbereached
ataknicholas28@gmail.com
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THEBUZZ

MeetSC's topGOP donor–
andthe candidatehe likes
Allendalelumber
millownerhas
contributedmore
than$200,000
. ..........................................

HowLindsey
Graham dominated
S.C.presidential
contributions
. ..........................................

Senatortells
colleaguehegot
beat byagirl
. ..........................................

BY ANDREW SHAIN
ashain@thestate.com

South Carolina's top Republican
donor inthe2016presidentialrace
is a self­describedpragmatic
fiscal conservative whoruns a
230­employee lumbercompany in
Allendale.
ThroughCollum's Lumber

Products,Hank Scottdonated
$200,000toapro­MarcoRubio
political actioncommittee last
year,theonly six­figure contribu­
tiontied toacandidate inthe pres­
idential race fromaS.C. individual
or company,according tothe Fed­
eralElection Commission data.
Scotthasdonated another

$9,600 toRubio's campaignand a
pro­Rubio committee.
ScottmetRubio at theS.C.

GOP's2012 Silver Elephant din­
ner,where the Floridian spokea
yearafter joining the U.S. Senate.
Butit was duringaprivate event
about twoyears ago that Scott
chose his2016favorite.
"Hehasthe best chance towin.

He'sless causticand mostlik­
able,"saidScott, chiefexecutive at
Collum's."Marcois the futureof
theparty."
Scottwantsawinner afterGOP

losses inthepast twopresidential
elections,defeats wherethe Abbe­
villeexecutive had money inthe
game.
Scottcontributed$65,000 to

Mitt Romney'spolitical commit­
tee in2012 and$7,500to John
McCain'spolitical committee in
2008inaddition todonations to

their campaigns, according to
electiondata.
"Ihave wasted asmall fortune

oncandidates for presidentand
didn't wanttodoit again," Scott
said.
Thistimearound, Scottpassed

onbackingformer Florida
Gov. JebBush, not wantingathird
memberof theBush family inthe
WhiteHouse. Hesaid hedidnot
likethe demeanorof U.S. Sen.Ted
Cruz of Texasor New Jersey
Gov. ChrisChristie.
"Theywere abit caustic, andI

guessI'm an oldSouthern boy and
manners matter," saidScott, a
Citadelgraduate who runs an
80­year­old businesswith salesof

SEEBUZZ,14A

SC0148 State
Page Number: 3Publication Date: 02/07/2016

MeetSC's topGOP donor– andthe candidatehe likes
THEBUZZ BY ANDREW SHAIN ashain@thestate.com
93.46 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 1

67012-02-07_3001.pdf

County: Richland



BUZZ
FROMPAGE3A
morethan $100 million a
year.
Scottsays heis "ascon­

servative as thenext guy,"
addingheis looking for
politicians tobetterwatch
over howWashington
spends its money.
A nomineewho heavily

pushessocial conservative
issues, likeCruz, will scare
away womenvoters in
swingstates likeOhio, he
added.
"I'mpragmatic," he

said."I'm nothungup on
socialissues, not ongay
marriage.Ihave my own
opinions, but the state
should notget involved.
It's calledfreedom."
Scottsaidhe isthe most

politicallyinvolved of his
brothers, whoalso work in
the family business.How­
ever,hehas broughtone
brother over toRubio.
The otheris sitting on

the fenceandhas flirted
with the ideaof backing
GOP front­runnerDonald
Trump, areal estatede­
veloperand reality­televi­
sionstar whohasoffered
fewdetails onhis promis­
es tofixthe nation's prob­
lems.
"Some of theseclowns,

what they arefeeding
people isnot goingto
happen," Scottsaid.

THE GRAHAM EFFECT
Looking back at

presidential fundraisingin
SouthCarolina last year,
it's impossiblenot tonot­
ice the effectofhaving a
homegrown candidate in
the field.
U.S. Sen.LindseyGra­

ham, R­Seneca,raised
$1.5 million inhishome
statelast year,more than
the topfive activeGOP

candidates combined
collected inSouthCar­
olina.Apro­Graham super
PACcollected another
$272,500in thestate.
SouthCarolina is far

fromthe wealthieststate,
making it difficult for
candidates toraise large
sums here.Still, Graham's
S.C. haul accountedfor
morethan 40 percentof
his contributionsnational­
ly fromindividuals.
Partof Graham's legacy

as thefirstS.C. politician
torun for theWhite
House inthreedecades
might turn outtobehow
hetook somePalmetto
Statesupporters –and
money –awayfrom other
candidates.
Former FloridaGov. Jeb

Bush likely was hurtmost
of all.Bush andGraham
had overlapping support­
ers,including manywho
backed the presidential
runs ofBush's fatherand
brother.
Consider:Charleston

billionaire businesswoman
AnitaZucker gave the
Grahamsuper PAC
$40,000onlytwomonths
beforeshe decidedtoback
Bush,after the senator
quit the race inDecember.
"The checkswere for

Sen. Graham. Idon't think
anyof themwere writing
checksfor 'President
Lindsey Graham,'"
Winthrop University polit­
ical scientist ScottHuff­
mon saidofGraham's
S.C. donors."They want­
ed tostay inthe senator's
good graces."
Except forSouth Car­

olina, Grahamdid not
crack thetop 10inthe
pollsduring hiscandidacy,
aperformance that fell
well shortofwhat he
needed todotomake the

main debate stage inthe
large GOP field.
Like manyof hisfi­

nancial supporters,Gra­
ham ended upendorsing
Bush.

'I HOPEIDIDN'T
OFFEND'
While senators were

debating thefact that they
were notdebating roads
Thursday, stateSen.Vin­
cent Sheheen, D­Ker­
shaw, blamed the impasse
onGov. Nikki Haley's
insistence that an income
taxcut beincluded inany
road­repair billthat also
raises gas taxes.
SenateMajority Leader

Harvey Peeler,R­Chero­
kee, wentback andforth
with Sheheen overthe
causeof the delay.
Then, Peeler referredto

Sheheen losingtoHaley in
the 2010and2014gover­
nor's races.
"Ifeel sorryfor you,"

Peeler told Sheheen.
"You've beenbeat up
twice byagirl."
Lastyear,the topic of

sexism under theState
House domewas debated
after stateSen.Tom
Corbin,R­Greenville,
madean offensive joke to
Sen.Katrina Shealy,
R­Lexington, the Senate's
onlyfemale S.C. senator
at the time.
ButPeeler saidhe did

not thinkhiscomment to
Sheheen wasinappropri­
ate.
"It wassaid injest,"

Peeler said."Ihope I
didn't offendthe gover­
nor, andIhope I didn't
offendthe senator from
Kershaw, andIhope I
didn't offendthe public."

A NEW HOPE
FORREPUBLICANS
HopeWalker, who

workedfor the S.C. GOP
beforerunning Mike
Huckabee's2016presi­
dential campaignin South
Carolina, was named the
stateparty's executive
director last week.
MattMoore hasbeen

both theS.C. GOP's party
chairman andexecutive
director sincelate 2013.
He will remainchairman.
Walker, an Irmonative,

previously hasbeen the
state, political andmem­
berservices directorfor
the party.Huckabee drop­
pedout ofthe race Mon­
day.

STATE HOUSERACES
The Buzz siftedthrough

ethics filings,social media
andnews releasesfor a list
publishedlast Sunday of
contested StateHouse
seats.
Seemsthere are afew

more.
S.C.House
ADistrict15: Samuel

Rivers,R­Charleston, has
aprimary challenger,
Steven Smith,apastor
who works incorporate
finance for Verizon Wire­
less.
ADistrict79:The seat

being vacated byMia
McLeod, D­Richland,has
another challenger, at­
torneyVan Williams Jr.,
who willrun asaDemo­
crat againsttwoother
contenders.
ADistrict110:

Rep. Chip Limehouse,
R­Charleston, is retiring,
and Will Freeman,who
works inthe tourism
industry,will compete
against threeothers for
the GOP nomination,
includingthe sonof a
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former S.C.House speak­
er.
ADistrict119: State

Rep. LeonStavrinakis,
D­Charleston, hasachal­
lengerinthe generalelec­
tion –LeeEdwards,a
Republican whoowns an
entertainment company.
Knowof acampaign

that Buzz hasn'theard of
yet? Email

thebuzz@thestate.com
The Buzz willadd toits

list of contested racesas
morecandidates are an­
nounced.

2016INSC
John Kasich:The Re­

publican Ohiogovernor
will holdeventsWednes­
day inMountPleasant and
Charleston; townhalls

Thursday inPawleys Is­
land, NorthMyrtle Beach
andFlorence; and attenda
S.C. Chamber ofCom­
merce lunch Fridayas well
as holdeventsinOrange­
burg andBluffton.
MarcoRubio:The

Republican U.S.senator
fromFlorida will holda
rally Wednesday inSpar­
tanburg.

Donald Trump:The
Republican developer
fromNew Yorkwill holda
rally Wednesday atClem­
sonUniversity's EdGarri­
sonArena.
A You canfind more

details onpresidential
candidates visiting South
Carolina atthes­
tate.com/the­buzz

­STAFF WRITER CASSIE
COPE CONTRIBUTED.
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Report: SC
workers make
less, paymore
forbenefits
BY SEANNA ADCOX

Associated Press
A report onstateworkers'

salaries shows they'reunderpaid
compared with their counter­
parts inotherstatesandlocal
governments withinSouth Car­
olina, plusthey give upmoreof
their paycheck forhealth care
andretirement benefits than
other public workers.
Rep. MikePitts saidFriday

the findings confirmwhat he
thought whenhe pushedfor the
state­paid study duringlast
year'sbudget debate.
"We certainly can'tcompete

with privateindustry …but we
should becompetitive with
other states, andespecially with
localgovernments,"saidPitts,
R­Laurens, chairman ofaHouse
budget­writing panelfor state

law enforcement agencies.
Stateofficers canearnan

additional $5,000or more by
going toalocalpolice or sher­
iff's department, costingthe
statemillions inrevolving­door
training, Pittssaid.
The Highway Patrolaloneis

losing roughly100 troopers a

SEESTATE, 8A

STATE
FROMPAGE3A
year,hesaid.
"We're losingmore

troopersthanwe'retrain­
ing,"he said."Theprob­
lem's alreadycriticalin
law enforcementand
corrections."
According tothe re­

port,statesalaries in
SouthCarolina lag other
states' wagesin compara­
blejobs byan averageof
15 percent;in­state public
jobs, by16percent; and
in­state private­sector
jobs, by18percent.
"This creates challeng­

es bothinrecruitment
andretention of qualified
employees," readsthe
report byCalifornia­
based KenningConsult­
ing."Unlike insome
otherstateswhere the
overall competitiveness
of thebenefitspackage
offsetsthe levelof com­
petitivenessof salaries,
this is notthe case."
South Carolinawork­

ers'8.2 percentpension

contributions arethe
highest among allSouth­
eastern statesand3per­
centhigherthanthe na­
tional averagefor state
workers.The 21 percent
shareemployees pay for
their healthinsurance is
higherthan thetypical
rangeof 7to15 percent
workersinotherstate
governmentspay,ac­
cording tothereport.
It pointsoutthe state's

salary structurehasn't
changedsince 1995.
Although Pitts hopes

the report leadstoasala­
ry overhaul,hedoesn't
expectthe Legislatureto
respondtothe findingsin
this year'sbudget. House
budget panelsare putting
together thatchamber's
spending proposalfor
2016­17.
After areview laterthis

year,Pitts said,salary
boostsshould bephased
inover the nextfouror
fiveyears.
"The cost tothestate

won'tbeasmallprice

tag," hesaid.
CarltonWashington,

executivedirector ofthe
StateEmployees Associ­
ation,saidhedidn'tex­
pect legislatorsto make
anysweeping salary
changesthis year. That's
whyhis group ispushing
for a5percentcost­of­
livingincrease inthe
budget forall statework­
ers.
A bipartisan group of

senatorsheld anews
conference last monthto
callfor thatincrease. Its
chancesareunclear.
Employees haven't

received a5percentraise
across theboardinat
leasttwodecades.The
closestwas4percentin
2005,accordingto the
stateRevenue and Fiscal
Affairs Office.
Last fall,employees

making lessthan
$100,000 receiveda
one­time$800bonus.
Otherwise,employees
havereceived twoacross­
the­boardraises since

2008 ­3percent in2012
and2percentin2014.
But pastbudgets have

selectively grantedhigher
raises. In2014,state law
enforcementofficerswho
madeless than$50,000
gota5percent boost.
Lastyear,legislators
approvedraises ofup to
15 percenttoDepartment
of SocialServicecase­
workerstohelp with
retention. Also,state law
allowsagency directors
togive raises attheir
discretion.
Washington saidsuch

"cherry­picking" is dis­
couraging foremployees
"whoare doingaservice
andnot being paida
livingwage."
The 2015­16budget

designated upto
$300,000 for thestudy,
after legislatorsover­
turnedGov.Nikki Ha­
ley'sline­item vetoof it.
Itultimately costthe
stateabout$217,700,
accordingtothe Depart­
mentofAdministration.

SC0148 State
Page Number: 3Publication Date: 02/06/2016

Report: SC workers make less, paymore forbenefits
BY SEANNA ADCOX Associated Press
40.45 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 1

67012-02-06_3001.pdf

County: Richland



SUPER BOWL 50

ARE THEPANTHERS
SOUTH CAROLINA'STEAM?
Collegefandomtraditionallyrunsstrongerthan
proallegiance

Localstoressell verylittleteamgear

NootherNFLteam has greater pullin­state

BY BENBREINER

bbreiner@thestate.com

Mick Mixonis
quick to point
out this odd
little fact:the

Carolina Pantherslogo
was designed tomimicthe
outline of NorthandSouth
Carolina.
It's moresubtle than

someothervisual tricks in
teamlogos, but it's anod
tosomethingthose who
run theteam believe: The
Panthers, despite astadi­
umin Charlotteand jer­
seys ashade of TarHeels
baby blue,are verymuch
SouthCarolina's team.
The team's website even
boldly declares, "Two

states, oneteam."
Butit's sometimesnot

clearhow much that rings
true.
"South Carolina isun­

iquebecause of how
prominentthe colleges
are," saidMixon,who
workedinColumbia radio
inthe 1980sand nowcalls
play­by­play for thePan­
thers onradio. "Itis not a
statethat has reallybeen
touched, unlessyou count
racing,that has been
touchedby professional
sports inthe waythat, say,
Charlotte hadbeen. The

SEEPANTHERS,9A

MOREINSIDE

Former Gamecock DarianStewartstarting at safetyfor Broncos
in Sunday's big game,1B.

DenverreceiverEmmanuelSanderssays Panthers' defensiveback
JoshNormanis a"mediacreation,"2B
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Charlotte Hornets and
later the Bobcats."
The state's reputation as

having acollege sports
benthasbeen earned by
the loyaldedication to
both theUniversity of
SouthCarolina andClem­
son.When thePanthers
firstcame intoexistence,
they needed atemporary
home, andthen­University
of SouthCarolina athletics
director MikeMcGee was
steadfastly againstallow­
ingthe teamtoplay there.
Currently, afew local

businessesseemed to
reflectsome levelof am­
bivalence inthe products
they stocked.Aninformal
pollof three Columbia­
areaTarget Stores, three
Wal­Martsand apair of
Dick's Sporting Goods
locationsshowed mosthad
relatively little intheway
of Panthersparaphernalia
inthe days right after
Carolina earneditstrip to
the SuperBowl.
Atmost,twoofthree

Targetshadinfantjerseys.
TwoWal­Martshada
smallerselectionofsweat­
shirtsandT­shirts,while
onehadnothing.Oneof
theDick'sSportingGoods

boastedteamapparel,and
moreofitwasNFCcham­
pionshipitemsthanregular
stock
That'sincomparison to

a Gastonia,N.C. Wal­
Mart, which, according to
an employee, hadafull
rack ofjerseys.
Panthersgames are

broadcast by 16radio
stations inSouthCarolina,
compared to34 inNorth
Carolina. ButNorth Car­
olina alsohas nearly10
million people toSouth
Carolina's 4.8million,
according totheU.S. Cen­
sus Bureau.
Butthere'salso acase

those beyond Rock Hill
and YorkCounty have
embraced the NFL team
across the border,and that
starts with the team's
history.
SouthCarolinagovernor

CarrollCampbellpartnered
withhisNorthCarolina
counterparttoformthetask
forcetoexploretheoption
ofthestatesgettingapro­
fessionalteaminthelate
1980sandearly1990s.
"SouthCarolinais,in

manyways,groundzerofor
football,"saidBobMcAl­
ister,alongtimeaideand
friendofCampbell,who

diedin2005."Thereare
notmorerabidcollegefans
inthecountry.Whetherthe
citizensofSouthCarolina
wouldacceptthePanthers
wasnevermuchofaques­
tionmark.Thequestion
waswoulditdetractfrom
collegesports."
Considering the interest

inGamecock football,it
hasn't.
Although thePanthers

were barred fromplaying
inColumbia, they made
Clemsontheir home inthe
firstseason.Owner Jerry
Richardson attended Wof­
fordCollege inSpartan­
burg,and theteam still
holds itspreseason train­
ingcamp there (Rich­
ardson wasalso good
friends withCampbell and
attended hisfuneral).
It's also fairtosay,it's

not asif any otherNFL
teamshaveencroached on
the Palmetto State.Face­
book postedcounty­by­
county mapsof thelargest
fanbasesby its data.More
than halfof SouthCar­
olina's countieshad more
Panthersfans than any
others(the DallasCow­
boys andPittsburgh Steel­
ers were well­represented,
plus onecounty washeavy

on Atlanta Falcons fans).
Mixonsaidheregularly

comesintothePalmetto
Stateforpromotionsat
localradiostationsThe
team'sdirectorforcommu­
nityrelations,RileyFields,
saidthePanthers'outreach
­grantstohighschools,
militarybasevisits,raising
moneyaftertheflooding
thisyear­impactedSouth
Carolinaandwasn'tcon­
centratedinthepartofthe
statenearCharlotte.
Panthergameshavealso

hadpriorityinthestate's
televisionmarkets.Initially
itirritatedsome,butnowa
generationofyoungSouth
Carolinianshavegrownup
watchingtheteam.
McAlistersaid heplans

to rootfor thePanthers in
Sunday's Super Bowl
against the DenverBron­
cos, and mostfolks around
him will as well.But he
couldn't haveimagined
doing that 10 years ago.
"Ittook awhilebecause

we're notused topulling
for anybody inCarolina
blue," McAlister said. "We
are justgeneticallypre­
disposed tonotlike any
sports teams fromNorth
Carolina.
"Overtime, they grew

on us."
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TRACY GLANTZ tglantz@thestate.com

CarolinaPantherslinebackerThomasDavisslaps handswithLeaphartElementary Schoolstudents,partof the team's
communityoutreachlocally.

JEFF SINER jsiner@charlotteobserver.com

CarolinaPanthersowner Jerry Richardsonescorts
S.C.Gov.NikkiHaley aroundthe practicefield during
theteam'spracticeJuly30,2012,atWoffordCollege.
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