
Legislature

Coastal Carolina's two biggest football fans
BY PHILLIP CEASE

The term "legislative state" gets
thrown around a lot by people try­
ing to describe the power structure
for South Carolina's government. It's
supposed to make the state's gross
imbalance of power seem like a rea­
sonable alternative ­ a "legislative
state," as opposed to an "executive
state," sounds like a legitimate thing.

Another problem with the term,
however, is that it implies the entire
legislature runs the state. In fact, a
better argument can be made that a
small group of legislative leaders run
it. Consider the recent controversy
over the expansion of Coastal Caro­
lina's stadium.

First, some context. Coastal Car­
olina University decided to move
from the Big South to the Sun Belt
Conference. In order to make this
switch, university officials needed to
increase the size of the school's sta­
dium and wanted to issue bonds to
cover the construction cost.

The Commission on Higher Edu­
cation (CHE) first had to approve the
bond request, but the agency denied
it ­ four times ­ citing insufficient
funding to cover the bond debt and
a board member's own experience
with the unforeseen costs of switch­
ing conferences. Normally that
would be the end of the story. But
thanks to that small group of power­
ful legislators in Columbia, Coastal
Carolina will get its stadium expan­
sion.

At the very end of the budget pro­
cess, legislators slipped in two pro­
visos (laws that expire at the end of
the fiscal year) that allowed Coastal
Carolina to circumvent the CHE's de­
cision. The provisos were sponsored
by Ways and Means Chairman Brian
White (R­Anderson). In the confer­
ence committee for the budget, Sen­
ate Finance chairman Hugh Leather­

man (R­Florence) agreed to the
House provisos. They were included
in the final budget.

(Why Leatherman and White
went out of their way to assist Coast­
al Carolina in this way is unclear
­ the school is not located in either
lawmaker's district. It's worth noting
that CCU has spent $15,000 on lobby­
ing in 2016.)

Gov. Nikki Haley vetoed the pro­
visos, noting in her veto message
that Coastal Carolina "deployed an
aggressive lobbying effort to bypass
CHE's statutory responsibility to
review and consider higher educa­
tion capital projects, resulting in this
proviso." She went on: "The project,
primarily funded by tuition­backed
debt, nearly doubled in cost since its
original proposal last fall."
The governor's vetoes were

overwhelmingly overridden in the
House. In the Senate, one proviso
was sustained ­ meaning the Sen­
ate agreed with the governor's veto.
But 10 minutes later, Senate leaders,
evidently unhappy with the result,
moved to reconsider ­ a parliamen­
tary maneuver allowing the chamber
to take up a veto again even though
members already sustained it. Both
White and Leatherman voted to
override the vetoes in their respec­
tive chambers.

The next step for Coastal Caro­
lina was to go before the Joint Bond
Review Committee (JBRC), a body
made up entirely of legislators. The
chairman and vice chairman of
the JBRC are none other than Sen.
Leatherman and Rep. White, respec­
tively. The committee approved the
bond proposal.

After it was approved by the
JBRC, the State Fiscal Accountability
Authority (SFAA) voted 3­2 to allow
the project to move forward. Leather­
man and White are on that five­
member board, too; they accounted

for two of the three "aye" votes.
In the end, White and Leather­'

man voted on the proposal no fewer
than seven times. Four for White
and three for Leatherman ­ and this
doesn't include White's own amend­
ment that introduced the two provi­
sos.

The governor, meanwhile ­ who,
unlike White and Leatherman, is
elected by the entire state, not mere­*;
ly by a single legislative district ­
only got to act on the measure twice:^
first with a veto, second with a vote
on the SFAA. In both cases, she was
outgunned by two legislative leaders.

Maybe the best term isn't "legisla­'
tive state" after all. Maybe we should
refer to South Carolina an "oligarchic
state."

Consider Leatherman. The Flor­
ence lawmaker has at least 46 boards
and commission seats he either
serves on or can appoint to. On some
boards he appoints more than one
member ­ for example the powerful
Judicial Merit Selection Committee,
which nominates judicial candidates
to the legislature for election.

A few years ago when the legisla­,
ture passed and the governor signed
a government restructuring bill that
supposedly "abolished" the Budget
and Control Board, lawmakers and
other politicos cheered the "historic"
victory for accountability. Judging
by the CCU stadium controversy,
however, the end results of the new
restructuring law were (a) that the
Budget and Control Board has a new
name ­ it's the SFAA now ­ and (b>
that the oligarchy remains firmly in
place.

But if you're a small university
wanting to fund a stadium expan­
sion, an oligarchy is just what you
may need.

¦
The writer is director of research

at the South Carolina Policy Council.
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NUCLEAR DISPOSAL

Plan
surfaces
for new
SC site
¦ Group's proposal would allow
spent fuel to be moved from
the state's four nuclear power
plant sites to be stored at
the new facility.
BY SAMMY FRETWELL

AND JEFF WILKINSON

sfretwell@thestate. com
jwilkinson@thestate.com
A plan has surfaced to establish

another nuclear waste disposal
ground in South Carolina, a state
with a history of taking atomic
refuse from across the country.
An organization called the Spent

Fuel Reprocessing Group wants
federal approval to open a disposal
area near Barnwell and the Savan­
nah River Site nuclear weapons
complex. Spent fuel, a type of high­
ly radioactive waste, would be
moved from the state's four nucle­
ar power plant sites and stored
indefinitely at the new facility,
records show.

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission in July received notice

of the plan. The proposal is a long
way from becoming reality, but if
eventually approved by the federal
government, it would create a
place for nuclear waste disposal
that is likely to draw opposition.
Several environmental groups

said this week they are preparing to
fight any effort to create what they
called an atomic waste dumping
ground. Politicians, including Gov.
Nikki Haley, also expressed reser­
vations Monday.
The subject of nuclear waste

disposal is a touchy one in South
Carolina because many people say
the state has shouldered more than
its share of the nuclear waste bur­

den.

South Carolina already stores
highly radioactive material from
around the country and world at
the Savannah River Site. It also has
a low­level waste dump in Barnwell
County that was used for decades
to bury nuclear garbage from pow­
er plants across the country. That
site has leaked radioactive tritium
into groundwater.
Now, the government is being

asked to allow a disposal site for
high­level nuclear waste from pow­
er plants in South Carolina. The
site would be near the Barnwell

SEE NUCLEAR, 2A
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NUCLEAR
low­level waste dump,
environmentalists said
Monday.
"I'dlike tolearnmore,

but I'm surethere will be
considerable concern,''
stateRep. James Smith,
D­Richland, said.
Contacted Monday,

Haley'soffice said: "South
Carolina willnot become
apermanent dumping
groundfor nuclear waste
regardless ofwhere it

would behousedor who
would house it."
Supporters of thedis­

posalsite plan couldnot
bereached Monday. But
recordsshow enthusiastic
support fromthe Spent
Fuel ReprocessingGroup.
A letterthe group sent

tothe NRCsaid thedis­
posalground isneeded to
help powercompanies get
ridof nuclear waste,
which is createdin the

generationof electricity.
Duke Energy, which

operates three ofthe four
commercial nuclear plant
sites inSouth Carolina,
was notaware ofthe plan
anddeclined comment.
Attempts toreach SCE&G,
which is buildingtwo new
nuclear reactors at its
FairfieldCounty power
plant,were unsuccessful.
Mike Stake,aformer

president ofthe Aiken

CountyTea Party, sub­
mittedthe proposal listing
himself aspresident of the
Spent Fuel Reprocessing
Group. He was notavail­
able Monday for com­
ment.
Inhis proposal,dated

July 26,Stake saidthe
group would formally
applyto thecommission
"atalater date" to"ac­
quire or buildastorage
facility"nearthe Savan­
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nah Riversite and Barn­
well. The letterstates"the
needto consolidate (spent
nuclear fuel) foreconomy
andsecurity andtolessen
the burdenon operating
nuclear powerplants in
South Carolina."
According totheplan,

the materialcouldeventu­
ally berecycledfor use in
nuclear reactors.
Efforts torecycle,or

reprocessspent fuel,have
never takenoff inthe
United Statesbecause the
idea is so controversial.
Reprocessingcan createa
waste stream that addsto
the nation'sburden of
atomicgarbage, but boost­
ers sayreprocessing used
nuclear fuel canbedone
safely andeffectively.
"Though the spent fuel

storage proposal isinits
formative stages,we be­
lieve that itistotally un­
necessary andpotentially
posesahost ofenviron­
mental andhealth issues,"
saidChris Hall,chair of
executive committee of
the SouthCarolina Chap­
terof theSierra Club.

A spokeswomanfor the
Nuclear RegulatoryCom­
mission saidthe agency
hasnever hadany inter­
action with Stake or the
group prior toreceiving
the Julyletter. Oncean
application is received, the
commissioncould take
three years or moreto
come toadecision,
spokeswoman Maureen
Conley said.
Inaddition tothe com­

mission review,the appli­
cation couldbe required
toundergo apublic hear­
ingprocess conducted by
the AtomicSafety and
Licensing Board.
Critics say developing

an interimstorage siteis
risky andcould eventually
mean SouthCarolina
couldbesaddled with the
material forever.
Environmentalists say

there is noneedtomove
spent nuclear fuel offof
atomicpower plantsites.
They contenditcan be
stored safely.Transport­
ingittoadisposal area
nearBarnwellwould in­
crease risks tothe public,

they said. If apermanent
disposal site were eventu­
ally developed nationally,
the materialwould haveto
betransported again from
the interimSouthCarolina
site, according toSavan­
nah RiverSite Watch, the
S.C. League of Women
Voters andthe stateSierra
Club.
"Packaging ofthe spent

fuel for transport,un­
loading it at theconsoli­
dated storagesite and
eventually repackagingit
totransport toafederal
facility wouldunneces­
sarily poseahigheconom­
iccost andalogistical
nightmare, bothof which
can beavoidedif thespent
fuel is leftwhere itisnow
stored until suchtime asa
geologic facilityis avail­
able,'' according tothe
groups.
Whatto dowith the

nation's usednuclear fuel
hasbeen problematic. The
government spent billions
of dollarsdeveloping a
permanent burial ground
inNevada, but nixedthe
idea after PresidentOba­

ma tookoffice. Since the
Yucca Mountainplan was
abandoned, nuclear power
plants havehad tostore
spent nuclear fuel on­site.
Initially the fuelis keptin
pools until itcools off.
Then itisput into dry
casksat the sites.
Utilities havefor years

expressed frustration the
Yucca Mountainsite is no
longer an option,saying
the federal government
went backonacommit­
ment totake the spentfuel
off their hands.
U.S. Rep.Mick Mulva­

ney, R­S.C., hasproposed
legislation inCongress
that would make iteasier
for utilities toship used
nuclear fuel toan interim
storage siteuntil aperma­
nent site toreplace Yucca
Mountain is found. Inter­
imsites have beendis­
cussed inTexas andNew
Mexico.
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Private group
wants new

nuclear disposal
ground in S.C.
BY SAMMY FRETWELL

AND JEFF WILKINSON

sfreWell@thestate.com
jwilkinson@thestate.com
COLUMBIA

A plan has surfaced to
establish another nuclear

waste disposal ground in
South Carolina, a state with a
history of taking atomic
refuse from across the coun­

try.
An organization called the

Spent Fuel Reprocessing
Group wants federal approv­
al to open a disposal area
near Barnwell and the Savan­

nah River Site nuclear weap­
ons complex. Spent fuel, a
type of highly radioactive
waste, would be moved from
the state's four nuclear pow­
er plant sites and stored
indefinitely at the new facil­
ity, records show.
The U.S. Nuclear Reg­

ulatory Commission in July
received notice of the plan.
The proposal is a long way
from becoming reality, but if
eventually approved by the
federal government, it would
create a place for nuclear
waste disposal that is likely to
draw opposition.
Several environmental

groups said this week they
are preparing to fight any
effort to create what they
called an atomic waste

dumping ground. Politicians,
including Gov. Nikki Haley,
also expressed reservations
Monday.
The subject of nuclear

waste disposal is a touchy
one in South Carolina be­

cause many people say the
state has shouldered more
than its share of the nuclear
waste burden.

South Carolina already
stores highly radioactive
material from around the

country and world at the
Savannah River Site. It also
has a low­level waste dump
in Barnwell County that was
used for decades to bury
nuclear garbage from power
plants across the country.
That site has leaked radio­

active tritium into ground­
water.

Now, the government is
being asked to allow a dis­
posal site for high­level nu­
clear waste from power
plants in South Carolina. The
site would be near the Bam­

well low­level waste dump,
environmentalists said Mon­

day.
"I'd like to learn more, but

I'm sure there will be consid­
erable concern," state Rep.
James Smith, D­Richland,
said.

Contacted Monday, Ha­
ley's office said: "South Car­
olina will not become a per­
manent dumping ground for
nuclear waste regardless of
where it would be housed or
who would house it."
Supporters of the disposal

site plan could not be
reached Monday. But re­
cords show enthusiastic

support from the Spent Fuel
Reprocessing Group.
A letter the group sent to

the NRC said the disposal
ground is needed to help
power companies get rid of
nuclear waste, which is cre­
ated in the generation of
electricity.
Duke Energy, which oper­

ates three of the four com­

mercial nuclear plant sites in
South Carolina, was not
aware of the plan and de­
clined comment. Attempts to
reach SCE&G, which is
building two new nuclear
reactors at its Fairfield Coun­

ty power plant, were un­
successful.

Mike Stake, a former presi­
dent of the Aiken County
Tea Party, submitted the
proposal listing himself as
president of the Spent Fuel
Reprocessing Group. He was
not available Monday for
comment.

In his proposal, dated July
26, Stake said the group
would formally apply to the
commission "at a later date"
to "acquire or build a storage
facility" near the Savannah
River site and Barnwell. The
letter states "the need to
consolidate (spent nuclear
fuel) for economy and securi­
ty and to lessen the burden
on operating nuclear power
plants in South Carolina."
According to the plan, the

material could eventually be

recycled for use in nuclear
reactors.

Efforts to recycle, or re­
process spent fuel, have
never taken off in the United
States because the idea is so

controversial. Reprocessing
can create a waste stream

that adds to the nation's
burden of atomic garbage,
but boosters say reprocessing
used nuclear fuel can be

done safely and effectively.
"Though the spent fuel

storage proposal is in its
formative stages, we believe
that it is totally unnecessary
and potentially poses a host
of environmental and health

issues," said Chris Hall, chair
of executive committee of

the South Carolina Chapter
of the Sierra Club.

A spokeswoman for the
Nuclear Regulatory Commis­
sion said the agency has
never had any interaction
with Stake or the group prior
to receiving the July letter.
Once an application is re­
ceived, the commission
could take three years or
more to come to a decision,
spokeswoman Maureen
Conley said.
In addition to the commis­

sion review, the application
could be required to undergo
a public hearing process
conducted by the Atomic
Safety and Licensing Board.
Critics say developing an

interim storage site is risky
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and could eventually mean
South Carolina could be
saddled with the material
forever.
Environmentalists say

there is no need to move

spent nuclear fuel off of
atomic power plant sites.
They contend it can be
stored safely. Transporting it
to a disposal area near Barn­
well would increase risks to

the public, they said. If a
permanent disposal site were
eventually developed nation­
ally, the material would have
to be transported again from
the interim South Carolina

site, according to Savannah
River Site Watch, the S.C.
League of Women Voters
and the state Sierra Club.

"Packaging of the spent
fuel for transport, unloading
it at the consolidated storage
site and eventually repackag­
ing it to transport to a federal
facility would unnecessarily
pose a high economic cost
and a logistical nightmare,
both of which can be avoided
if the spent fuel is left where
it is now stored until such

time as a geologic facility is
available," according to the
groups.

What to do with the na­
tion's used nuclear fuel has
been problematic. The gov­
ernment spent billions of
dollars developing a perma­
nent burial ground in Neva­
da, but nixed the idea after
President Obama took office.
Since the Yucca Mountain

plan was abandoned, nuclear
power plants have had to
store spent nuclear fuel on­
site. Initially the fuel is kept
in pools until it cools off.
Then it is put into dry casks
at the sites.

Utilities have for years
expressed frustration the

Yucca Mountain site is no

longer an option, saying the
federal government went
back on a commitment to

take the spent fuel off their
hands.

U.S. Rep. Mick Mulvaney,
R­S.C., has proposed legisla­
tion in Congress that would
make it easier for utilities to

ship used nuclear fuel to an
interim storage site until a
permanent site to replace
Yucca Mountain is found.
Interim sites have been dis­
cussed in Texas and New
Mexico.
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Jones among South Carolina
Highway Patrol graduates

The South Carolina Highway
Patrol graduated 45 troopers
from Highway Patrol Basic
Classes 98 and 99 on Thursday,
Sept. 15. Among the graduates
was Daniel S. Jones of Laurens.
Jones has been assigned to Troop
3, Post B.
Gov. Nikki Haley once again

addressed the graduates. "You
now have earned the distin­
guished uniform, but the uni­
form doesn't earn you respect,"
Gov. Haley said. "You have to
earn respect in your actions, in
the way you interact with people,
in your relationships within the
communities in which you work
… You are probably coming into
this job at one of the hardest
times and as we see across the
country, it is just getting harder
and harder for law enforcement,
but what I want you to know:
we've got your backs."
The 98th class graduated from

the S.C. Criminal Justice
Academy on May 16, 2016. The

99th class graduated on Aug. 5,
2016. After graduating from the
Academy,
both classes
continued on
with special­
ized training
from the
Highway
Patrol in all
areas of law
enforce­
ment. The
SCHP Basic
T raining
Program
consists of 21 weeks of extensive
law enforcement training in­resi­
dence. After graduation,
Troopers must complete addi­
tional field training: a minimum
of six to eight weeks of field
training.
"Those who choose to serve

­ whether it is in the armed
forces or as law enforcement
officers ­ are the ones who
stand in the gap to protect us all

from crime and terrorism," said
SCDPS Director Leroy Smith. "I
am thankful that SCDPS is part
of that brave group of men and
women – our protectors. And
today – we will have 45 more
protectors throughout our state."
Highway Patrol Commander

Col. Mike Oliver told graduates:
"It isn't just about what you do in
uniform but about adopting a
lifestyle. These past 21 weeks,
you have learned core values:
selfless service, integrity,
responsibility. Now, it is time to
put those into practice. The life
of a state trooper is demanding
but equally rewarding."
The recent graduation brings

the total number of troopers in
South Carolina to 812, which
includes 48 trooper trainees in
the 100th Basic Class.
Additional precertified officers
will be joining the 100th Basic
Class on Oct. 14. The Highway
Patrol is currently hiring for the
January 2017 class.

Daniel S.
Jones
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UST Logical Systems
bringing HQ to Main St.
AMANDA COYNE
THE GREENVILLE NEWS

UST Logical Systems is
moving its headquarters from
Hendersonville, North Caroli­
na, to Greenville, South Caroli­
na, according to a release from
Gov. Nikki Haley's office.

The move will entail a $1.6
million investment and 50 new
jobs at 103 N. Main Street,
along the One City Plaza.
The logistics and transport

company says the move is to
accommodate continued
growth.
The company's first day in

the 6,000­square­foot office
space was Monday.
They held a ribbon­cutting

celebration Monday after­
noon.
Hiring for new positions at

the company's headquarters
will begin at the end of this
year. Those interested can vis­
it the company's website.
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ALSO...
A Michelin is advancingits plans toestablisha

distribution center inSpartanburg County.The new
development is projectedtobring morethan $270
million innew capital investment andlead tothe
creationof 350 new jobs.
A UST LogisticalSystems,anational third­party

logisticscompany,is launchingits first operationsin
Greenville County,Gov.Nikki Haley's office an­
nounced. The new development is projectedto
generate $1.6million innew capital investment and
bring50jobs totheUpstate.
Established in1998, USTis athird­partylogistics

company that specializes inthedelivery offurniture
andappliances.
A Issues ontheColonial Pipeline pressuredgas

prices higherin much of theSoutheast with the
Carolinas toppingthe nation's listoflargest weekly
increases: Alabama (+8cents), SouthCarolina (+7
cents),North Carolina(+5 cents),Georgia(+3
cents). NorthCarolina's current averageis $2.21,
whileSouth Carolina's current averagesitsat $2.11.
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Haley creates new
panel on vet issues

Gov. Nikki Haley is form­
ing a new committee to
advise state and local lead­
ers on veterans' issues. An
executive order signed
Monday creates the Veter­
ans Policy Advisory Com­
mittee. A similar veterans'
study committee created by
state law dissolved after
issuing its report earlier
this year. The new, 15­mem­
ber group will make recom­
mendations at least annually
to the state's 30­member
Military Base Task Force on
policies that can best serve
veterans' needs. South Caro­
lina is home to 10 military
installations. According to
Haley's order, more than
400,000 veterans live in
South Carolina. The new
advisory group will include
legislators, state agency
directors, veterans and
members of the Military
Base Task Force, which is
tasked with coordinating
efforts to maintain South
Carolina's military presence
and advising the governor
and legislators. ­ AP
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THEBUZZ

GOP donorswarmup to Trump
Some top S.C. GOPboosters

arehelping Donald Trump raise
money. ...One candidatefor
governor is gettingaheadstart
on fundraising ...and someone
missedthememo about S.C.
roads.
BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com
Ithas beenareluctantro­

mance. Butsome topS.C. Re­
publican fundraisers are coming
around toDonald Trump.
Spartanburgfinancial consul­

tantBarry Wynn,aleading
boosterfor the Bush presidential
campaigns, saidthe GOP presi­
dential nominee's folksreached
out tohim forthe firsttime in
recent weeks.
The formerS.C. GOP chair­

man saidhewould helpraise
money,but did not request any
formalrole onTrump's finance
team.
"Don't needone, don't want

one,"Wynn said,addingheis
happytohelp as Trump'saides
strivetoreach the GOP'sOld

Guard –to"bring insomeof the
wayward crowd."
"The galvanizing forcethere

is (that)people justcan't ima­
ginethe Clintonsback inthe
WhiteHouse," Wynnsaid.
Other topGOP boostersare

keeping lowprofiles this go­
around, too, onlyrecentlyhear­
ingfrom theTrump campaign.
"I'mgonna votefor Donald

Trump,and I'mgoing tocon­
tribute some,"saidFlorence
doctor EddieFloyd,atopGOP
fundraiser forGeorge W.Bush
and, this year,asupporter of the
failed bids for theGOP nomi­
nation byU.S. Sen.Lindsey
Graham andJebBush. "But
I'm not activelyinvolved inhis

campaign."
David Wilkins,aformer U.S.

ambassador toCanadaand S.C.
House speaker,saidhewould be
happytocirculate aTrump
solicitation for support."It's a
bigcountry. It looks likehe's got
agood teamput together based
onthat email I received."

FINANCE CO­CHAIRS
TAKESHAPE
Lastweek, Trump'sS.C.

chairman, EdMcMullen, said
he, formerS.C. Ports Authority
Chairman BillStern andS.C.
Lt.Gov. Henry McMaster–the
firststatewide elected official in

SEEBUZZ,6A
FROM PAGE 3A

BUZZ
the nation to endorse
Trump ­ would chair the
candidate's S.C. fundrais­
ing committee.
The campaign is build­

ing a list of finance co­
chairs who would give
money or raise at least
$100,000 for Trump.
So far, they are:
• Joe Taylor: The S.C.

commerce secretary under
Gov. Mark Sanford and
chief executive of South­
land Capital Partners said
he plans to make a "signif­
icant contribution" to
Trump's efforts and help
raise money. "I'm not sure
that free enterprise can
stand four more years or

eight more years of the
policies we've been hand­
ed over the last eight
years."
• Bob Royall: The S.C.

commerce secretary under
Gov. David Beasley and
U.S. ambassador to Tan­
zania under President

George W. Bush said he
is supporting Trump, in
part, because he thinks he
will "keep us safe."
• Jim Shore: A figurine

artist from York
• Van Hipp: Chairman

of American Defense
International, author of a
book about terrorism, and
former S.C. GOP chair­

man and deputy assistant

secretary of the U.S. Army
• Alan Clemmons: A

Myrtle Beach real estate
attorney and seven­term
Republican state repre­
sentative

ON THE ROAD AGAIN
Trump's Carolina fund­

raiser just can't keep still.
Last week, the cam­

paign announced a
Sept. 27 fundraiser south
of Charlotte at an undis­
closed location. Those
plans shifted the event
from a S.C.­based event in
Charleston to Charlotte,
putting it in a battle­
ground state.
However, after protests

over the fatal police shoot­
ing of Keith Scott rocked
downtown Charlotte,
McMullen said Friday the
campaign is looking for a
new Charlotte­area loca­

tion for a Trump rally and
fundraiser in the next two
weeks.

"It's just not the right
time to be in downtown

Charlotte," McMullen
said, adding the campaign
did not want to further
burden law enforcement
with the GOP presidential
candidate's entourage.

MCGILL: SC SUPPORTS
ME FOR GOVERNOR
Yancey McGill is wast­
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ing no time gaining a
fundraising edge in his bid
to be the 2018 Republican
nominee for governor.
The longtime state sen­

ator and brief lieutenant

governor, who raised
$155,000 in May and
June, will hold a fundrais­
er Oct. 6 in Florence.

According to the in­
vitation, 45 couples and 15
other people are hosting
the event ­ a "who's who"
of Pee Dee politics, accord­
ing to one GOP operative.
The fundraiser is one of

six that McGill has
planned, he told The Buzz.
"We've been all over

the state in all 46 coun­
ties, and we've realized
the support is there to be
elected the next governor
of South Carolina," McGill
said, adding he is confi­
dent he can raise the
$5 million or more that he

foresees spending to be
competitive in June's
wide­open GOP primary.
The longtime Demo­

cratic state senator from

Kingstree temporarily
filled a vacancy in the

lieutenant governor's
office when Republican
Glenn McConnell re­

signed.
After leaving office,

McGill switched to the

GOP, saying he had
stayed with the Democrats
because his district was

Democratic even though
he sided with Republicans
on abortion and spending.

SC'S COST EFFECTIVE'
ROAD SPENDING?
Someone did not get the

memo.

Critics of spending more
on South Carolina's roads
system say it is not a lack
of money, but a lack of
effective management
behind the state's subpar
roads. But, according to a
Reason Foundation report,
South Carolina's roads
system ranks first for
"cost effectiveness."
You would think that

S.C. roads chief Christy
Hall would be pleased by
that plaudit. She isn't.
Hall said the state's

road repair agency just
maintains roads with less

money ­ and that is not
good news. "(S)pending
the least per mile in the
nation means that some
needs are unmet and de­
ferred maintenance is

accumulating rapidly,"
Hall said.

Spending little also
comes with a cost ­ in
human lives. South Car­

olina was among the worst
four states for road fatality
rates, according to the
Reason report.

BUZZ BITES
Bucking ETV: S.C.

Educational Television's
decision not to televise
election debates this fall

apparently is unpopular
enough that some ETV
donors are sending their
pledges elsewhere.
Two S.C. residents sent

2nd District Democrat

Arik Bjorn's campaign a
combined $290 that they
said otherwise would have
been donated to ETV,
according to letters Bjorn
showed The Buzz.
The letter writers said

they hope redirecting the

donations sends the net­
work a message. ETV has
caught flak since deciding
not to show any debates
this fall, including a
planned 2nd District de­
bate between Bjorn and
U.S. Rep. Joe Wilson,
R­Springdale.
McMaster lends help­

ing hand: S.C. Gov. Nik­
ki Haley isn't the only top
S.C. Republican playing
kingmaker. Lt. Gov.
McMaster is hosting a
fundraiser on Oct. 11 at his
Columbia home for North
Carolina Lt. Gov. Dan

Forest. The Republican is
running for re­election in
battleground North Car­
olina, where the presi­
dential race is tight and
other Republicans ­ in­
cluding Gov. Pat McCro­
ry and LT.S. Sen. Richard
Burr ­ face tough re­elec­
tion opposition. McMaster
is asking for donations
ranging from $100 to
$5,100.

Reporters Cassie Cope,
Bristow Marchant and
Avery Wilks contributed.
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BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com
Valerie Williams

remembers as a
child being dis­
tracted byrain­
drops falling from

the ceiling ofthe classroomin
her Denmark elementary
school.
Today, morethantwode­

cades later,the 1950s­era
elementary school stillhasa
leaky roof. Itsboiler over­
heats classroomsinwinter.
And, inthesummer, air­
conditioning window units
buzzinclassrooms whilethe
tar­patched roof melts, send­
ingblack tar oozing earth­
wardover the awnings.
"When is it goingto

change?" saidthe 36­year­old
Williams, whosethree daugh­
ters–ages17, 15 and9–at­
tend the district'sschools.
Despite promises toim­

provepublic education for all
students, SouthCarolina's
GOP­controlled stategovern­
ment hasnot addressed the
disparities between poor
school districts –almostall in
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AIn1993, threedozen

predominantly black,
poor rural schools
sued the state, seeking
more money.

AIn2014, theS.C. Supreme

Court ruled the way the
state'spublic schools are
funded was unfair
and unconstitutional.
Twoyearslater, littlehas
changed,rural schools say.
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Findings
ATwo­plusdecadesafterpoorschoolssuedthestate,South

Carolina'sspendingoneducationhasfailedtokeeppace with
inflationand student growth.

ATwoyearsafterthe S.C. SupremeCourt saidthe stateneeds to

spendmoreonitspoorest students,legislatorshavepassedonlyfour
reformsin response.Twocalledforstudies. Oneorderedthe state
EducationDepartment todosomethingit already wasdoing.The
fourth requiresschoolstograduate morecapablestudentsbut
includesnoaddedmoney.

AWhilelawmakerstoutotherreforms–theyhave passedspending

moreonstudentsin povertyand payingfor technologyand reading
coaches,for example–their impacthasbeen limited.The added
moneytranslatedintoone readingcoachfor Bamberg 2's 650
students,for instance,and didnothingtoeliminatethe disparitiesin
fundingfromdistricttodistrict.

APart ofthe solution,says SouthCarolina's schoolssuperintendent,is

anewschoolfundingformula.Thatwillmeantakingmoney from
more affluent schooldistrictsand sharingthe addedincomeamong
allschoolsfromnewindustriesluredtothestate by taxpayer­paid
incentives.
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Aby­the­numberslookathow
thestate's school funding system
failsits poorest students,11A

VIDEO

THESTATE.COM:Students,
educatorsin two rural S.C.school
districts talkabout the challenges
theirdistricts face.

RebuildingSC
Fifthin a monthlyseries: A
decadeafterthe GreatRecession,
South Carolinastate government
isreeling.Dams failunder poor
regulation.Social Services
caseworkers are overworked and
underpaid,andchildren die.
Roadsarecrumbling.Andpoor
students arebeingabandoned.
Why? Andwhatcan be done?
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black communities and in Dem­
ocratic areas of the state ­ and

wealthy districts ­ most in white
Republican communities ­ that
have been decades in the mak­
ing.
• This year, state lawmakers

agreed to spend $430 million
more on education than nine
years ago, before the Great
Recession. But that 18 percent
growth ­ most in this year's
budget ­ is not a windfall of new
spending. Instead, state spend­
ing is only slightly higher ­ in
inflation­adjusted dollars ­ than
nine years ago. Those dollars go
to educate 6 percent more stu­
dents than before the recession.

• At Gov. Nikki Haley's en­
couragement, lawmakers have
spent more in recent years on
reading coaches, technology
and students in poverty. But this
year, legislators failed to pass
Haley's proposal ­ the first of its
kind in nearly two decades ­ to
spend state money to help poor
districts build and renovate
schools. For decades, districts
have had to raise money locally
to upgrade facilities ­ leaving
wealthier districts with strong
tax bases with a huge advantage
in facilities over poorer ones.
• Of four new education laws

passed this year, two call for
studies and another one calls for
the S.C. Department of Educa­
tion to continue an existing
program. The fourth new law
sets higher achievement stan­
dards for students, but does not
include any new state money to
help them reach those goals.
S.C. Superintendent of Educa­

tion Molly Spearman said she
plans to use the new law ­ re­
quiring high school graduates to
be ready for 21st century jobs or
educations ­ to hold state lead­
ers' "feet to the fire."
"We're breaking the law in

South Carolina because we said
that every student has to be
prepared," she said.
Spearman also says the state's

system for funding public edu­
cation ­ one that leaves some

districts receiving far more
money per student ­ needs an
overhaul.
A solution should include

sharing taxes raised when the
state lures major corporations to
the state with tax breaks paid
for by all taxpayers, Spearman
said. All school districts should

benefit, not just the district
where the company locates.
"All of South Carolina sup­

ports when incentives are given
(to new companies), so we've
got to look at that," said Spear­
man, a Republican. "Otherwise,
the disparity is going to continue
to widen."

Spearman also said rural
school districts need to look at

consolidating or sharing servic­
es.

In an interview Monday with
The State newspaper, Haley
would not endorse creating a
statewide approach to funding
schools. Instead, the Lexington
Republican said she wants to
focus spending on programs that
are needed, and work to ensure
school districts are spending
money wisely and consolidating
resources when possible.
Haley also touted recent in­

creases in spending on students
in poverty as "one of the best
things we could have done" to
make school funding more equi­
table.
Representatives of the dis­

tricts that sued the state two

decades ago say the recent
changes, while welcome, barely
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In an interview Monday with
The State newspaper, Haley
would not endorse creating a
statewide approach to funding
schools. Instead, the Lexington
Republican said she wants to
focus spending on programs that
are needed, and work to ensure
school districts are spending
money wisely and consolidating
resources when possible.
Haley also touted recent in­

creases in spending on students
in poverty as "one of the best
things we could have done" to
make school funding more equi­
table.
Representatives of the dis­

tricts that sued the state two
decades ago say the recent
changes, while welcome, barely

scrape the surface of the
problem.
The changes in funding

amount to a tweak that did

nothing to untangle the web of
federal, state and local tax dol­
lars that leaves some school
districts receiving much more
money than others, critics say.
The differences in what school

districts receive is big ­ as much
as $18,507 a student in the Fair­
field School District and as little
as $7,546 a student in Dillon 3.
Meanwhile, the added money

for reading coaches and tech­
nology in poor school systems ­
touted by Haley as "transforma­
tional" ­ has been too little,
critics say.
Bamberg 2, for example, re­

ceived enough added money to
hire one reading coach for its
roughly 650 students ­ an addi­
tion Superintendent Thelma
Sojourner said the district appre­
ciates. The district, one of the
poor school systems that sued
the state, also spent about
$37,000 over two years on tech­
nology, including computers
and technical assistance for
staff, according to a state educa­
tion oversight agency.
Bolder reforms are in order,

advocates of the state's poor,
rural students say.
"Have they (legislators)

passed any reforms this year?"
Clarendon 2 Superintendent
John Tindal asked rhetorically.
"As a member of the plaintiff

districts, I would have liked to
have seen a more expeditious
approach to enacting some
things that could help us right
away," said Tindal, adding his
district needs help recruiting
and retaining teachers.

SLOW START TO REFORMS
Rural S.C. school districts

have waited a long time for
long­term solutions.
Two years ago, the S.C. Su­

preme Court issued a sweeping
condemnation of the public
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Clarendon 2 Superintendent
John Tindal asked rhetorically.
"As a member of the plaintiff

districts, I would have liked to
have seen a more expeditious
approach to enacting some
things that could help us right
away," said Tindal, adding his
district needs help recruiting
and retaining teachers.

SLOW START TO REFORMS
Rural S.C. school districts

have waited a long time for
long­term solutions.
Two years ago, the S.C. Su­

preme Court issued a sweeping
condemnation of the public
school system, ruling it has
failed to provide all children
with the quality education guar­
anteed by the state Constitution,
especially children in poor, rural
districts.
The court ordered state lead­

ers and the school districts to

come up with solutions together,
setting a deadline for legislation
that it later abandoned.
Four new education laws

passed the Legislature this year,
but they did not go far enough,
according to the school districts
that sued.
The laws were gleaned from

dozens of recommendations

that a S.C. House panel of law­
makers, business leaders and
school district representatives
developed over a year of
meetings.
One new law sets higher stan­

dards for the skills that every
S.C. high school graduate must
have to succeed in college, and
in technology and manufactur­
ing jobs ­ positions employers
say they are having a hard time
filling.
That law, however, does not

require lawmakers to give
enough money to school dis­
tricts to ensure they can to meet
the new standards, the districts
that sued the state have said.
Another new law requires the

S.C. Department of Education to
start doing something it already
was doing before the law was
passed ­ increasing the technical
assistance it gives to struggling
school districts.
The other two new laws call

for studies to identify obsolete
education laws and a survey of
college students to see what
would attract them to teach in
rural communities.
The Center for Educator

Recruitment, Retention and
Advancement at Winthrop Uni­
versity has been surveying
school districts for years about
why S.C. teachers leave their
jobs, the districts that sued the
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state noted in a memo to the

court.

Teachers leave their jobs
because of low pay and working
conditions, the center's director,
Jane Turner, said.
Another college student sur­

vey "can't hurt," but funding
schools more equitably would
help, Turner said.
"I just don't see how anybody

could argue that our funding
system isn't in serious need of
review. Just the fact that we
have districts out there with

crumbling buildings and holes
in the ceiling and that kind of
thing, obviously something isn't
working."

REBUILDING S.C SCHOOLS
The leaders of the S.C. House

and Senate wrote to the Su­

preme Court that the legislation
they passed this year and still
are weighing builds on three
decades of legislative efforts to
improve public education.
Since the 1993 lawsuit, the

state has adopted a free 4­year­
old kindergarten for students in
poverty and an education lottery
that pays for college scholar­
ships and some K­12 needs.
To give students and families

more choices, lawmakers cre­
ated charter schools and passed
a tax credit to help children with
disabilities attend private
school.

In January, Haley also asked
lawmakers to approve
borrowing up to $200 million a
year to send to districts to help
renovate and build new schools.

The state last chipped in for
school facilities in 1999, when
Democratic Gov. Jim Hodges
and lawmakers agreed to bor­
row $750 million for the state's
more than 80 school districts,
averaging about $9 million a
district.

Haley's proposal was vague
and did not pass. However,
lawmakers have vowed to take it

up in January, during the next
legislative session. Meanwhile,
the state is doing another study,
surveying the building needs of
districts.

Still up for debate is whether
schools will have to repay the
money they get for building
projects. How much money
would be available for districts

would depend on how much
money lawmakers agree to
spend.
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In January, Haley also asked
lawmakers to approve
borrowing up to $200 million a
year to send to districts to help
renovate and build new schools.

The state last chipped in for
school facilities in 1999, when
Democratic Gov. Jim Hodges
and lawmakers agreed to bor­
row $750 million for the state's
more than 80 school districts,
averaging about $9 million a
district.
Haley's proposal was vague

and did not pass. However,
lawmakers have vowed to take it
up in January, during the next
legislative session. Meanwhile,
the state is doing another study,
surveying the building needs of
districts.

Still up for debate is whether
schools will have to repay the
money they get for building
projects. How much money
would be available for districts

would depend on how much
money lawmakers agree to
spend.
Without help from the state,

S.C. school districts have tried
to pay their own way to better
buildings.
Since 1999, voters across the

state have approved almost
$7 billion in borrowing to help
upgrade school facilities and
technology, according to the
S.C. School Boards Association.

However, during that same
period, other districts saw nearly
$2 billion in proposals fail at the
ballot box.

'RUNNING ON
BORROWED TIME'
In Abbeville, one of the school

districts that sued the state, the
district's students generally
outperform students in similar
districts and statewide.
But facilities have not

changed much in years.
"We're kind of running on

borrowed time in our facilities,
and I'm worried that we could

have something break tomorrow
that we wouldn't be able to fix,"
said Superintendent Jonathan
Phipps.
With two high schools built in

the 1950s, Abbeville School
District leaders are studying
what it would cost to upgrade
air­conditioning, plumbing and
electrical systems at those facil­
ities. The costs could reach
$18 million or more, Phipps
said.
Getting older buildings up to

newer building and safety codes
means higher costs, he added.
Phipps said, for example, his

district wanted to add a culinary
program to its cosmetology and
building construction classes ­
its career courses.
But the kitchen at Dixie High

School needed a lot of work.

"The easiest way to say it is that
area was condemned," he said.
Phipps said the district found

about $200,000 to upgrade the
kitchen, but the costs to bring it
up to code were much higher
than they would have been in a
newer building.
"It is so unfair that the ge­

ographic location of where our
kids are determines the facilities
they have," he said.

FUNDING IS KEY,
SCHOOLS CHIEF SAYS
To level the playing field for

students, the state should adopt
a statewide approach to funding
public education, S.C. schools
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kitchen, but the costs to bring it
up to code were much higher
than they would have been in a
newer building.
"It is so unfair that the ge­

ographic location of where our
kids are determines the facilities
they have," he said.

FUNDING IS KEY,
SCHOOLS CHIEF SAYS
To level the playing field for

students, the state should adopt
a statewide approach to funding
public education, S.C. schools
chief Spearman said.
Butpersuading lawmakers to

dothat will bedifficult, shesaid.
The idea is notnew and willbe
difficult topass through the
Legislature.
"It'sgoing torequire some

legislators voting…against
revenuestaying intheir own
communities," saidSpearman, a
former staterepresentative.
"That'sadifficult thingfor

legislators todo.You trytodo
what'sbest for yourconstitu­
ents."But, sheadded, "youare
alegislator for thewhole state
of SouthCarolina. We'llsee if
we canget there."
Rural districts alsomust be

willingto compromise bycon­
solidatingoperations or sharing
resources, shesaid.
Butlawmakers alsomust

commit the moneynecessary to
give allstudents achance at
success, shesaid, notingthe
new statelaw requiringthat
every S.C. studentgraduate
readytosucceed incollegeor a
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chief Spearman said.
Butpersuading lawmakers to

dothat will bedifficult, shesaid.
The idea is notnew and willbe
difficult topass through the
Legislature.
"It'sgoing torequire some

legislators voting…against
revenuestaying intheir own
communities," saidSpearman, a
former staterepresentative.
"That'sadifficult thingfor

legislators todo.You trytodo
what'sbest for yourconstitu­
ents."But, sheadded, "youare
alegislator for thewhole state
of SouthCarolina. We'llsee if
we canget there."
Rural districts alsomust be

willingto compromise bycon­
solidatingoperations or sharing
resources, shesaid.
Butlawmakers alsomust

commit the moneynecessary to
give allstudents achance at
success, shesaid, notingthe
new statelaw requiringthat
every S.C. studentgraduate
readytosucceed incollegeor a

career.
Evenas that lawpassed, the

EducationDepartment already
was preparingtoallow some
students tocontinue taking
standardizedtests using pencil
andpaper because those stu­
dents donot knowhow touse a
computer.
The problem highlightsthe

varyingaccess S.C. students
have totechnology andcomput­
er courses,Spearman said, add­
ingthe disparities have "got to
change."

STUDENTS SEE
THE DISPARITIES
SomeS.C. students have no­

ticed their schoolshave less
thanothers.
Thosedifferences can be

huge,agroup ofSwansea High
School studentsinthe Lexing­
ton 4School Districtlearned.
The students formed agroup,
called StudentVoice, toraise
awareness about inequalities in
education across thestate.
Duringarecent visittothe

StateHouse, the students re­
ceived a"canned answer" from
legislators about whysome
districts have moremoney than
others, saidDawnSargent,the
group'sadviser.
"They weretold that the rea­

sonwe cannotdo equitable
fundingacross the stateis be­
causethey have constituents in
wealthy schooldistricts …who
would bevery angryifwe equal­
izedeverything across the
state,"Sargent said.
"Ijust remembersaying, 'Are

youkidding? You justtold my
students that their wealthy con­
stituents ...are moreimportant
thanstudents who goto rural
schooldistricts.' ...Iwas an­
geredby that answer."
The Swansea High students

say theyhave alotof pridein
their school.But theywish it

Duringarecent visittothe
StateHouse, the students re­
ceived a"canned answer" from
legislators about whysome
districts have moremoney than
others, saidDawnSargent,the
group'sadviser.
"They weretold that the rea­

sonwe cannotdo equitable
fundingacross the stateis be­
causethey have constituents in
wealthy schooldistricts …who
would bevery angryifwe equal­
izedeverything across the
state,"Sargent said.
"Ijust remembersaying, 'Are

youkidding? You justtold my
students that their wealthy con­
stituents ...are moreimportant
thanstudents who goto rural
schooldistricts.' ...Iwas an­
geredby that answer."
The Swansea High students

say theyhave alotof pridein
their school.But theywish it

had moretooffer, such asmore
thanoneforeign language:
Spanish.High school perform­
ances alsotake placeon asmall
stage inthe school's cafeteriaas
guests watchfromroundlunch­
room tables.
Locatedabout 25 milesfrom

Swansea High, RiverBluff High
School, also inLexington Coun­
ty but inthe affluentLexington
1 SchoolDistrict, hasalarge
performing artscenter oncam­
pus.The high schoolalso offers
fiveforeign languages, including
Spanish.
"Ifthe stateis goingto say…

these arethe standards that
everybodyhas tomeet, then
everybodyinthe stateshould
have the same opportunities and
resources,"saidLeah Knight, a
Swansea junior.
Lexington 4voters will decide

inNovember whether toap­
proveborrowing $25million to
buildanew performingarts
center at Swansea High while
also improvingcareer andtech­
nology facilities, andsomeof
the school's ballfields andpark­
ingareas.
Butrecruiting and retaining

talentedteachers isLexington
4'sbiggest obstacle, especially
when teacherscan go toneigh­
boringdistricts and make more
money,Superintendent Linda
Lavender said.
The statesets the minimum

salaries that districts must pay
toteachers, based ontheir years
of experienceandeducation.
Butsome districts choosetopay
more–givingtheman advan­
tage inrecruiting andretaining
quality teachers.
The statecouldhelp poorer

districts competewith wealthier
neighborsby focusingresources
onthe districts that needa
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talentedteachers isLexington
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when teacherscan go toneigh­
boringdistricts and make more
money,Superintendent Linda
Lavender said.
The statesets the minimum

salaries that districts must pay
toteachers, based ontheir years
of experienceandeducation.
Butsome districts choosetopay
more–givingtheman advan­
tage inrecruiting andretaining
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boost, Lavendersaid.
"Being equitabledoes not

meanbeing equal," sheadded.
"In arural schooldistrict,in
order torecruitandretain
teachers, you're probablygoing
tohave topay more."

'SHEHAS MISSEDOUT'
Williams'daughter Za'Taveya

Williams,aseniorat Denmark­
OlarHigh School inBamberg 2,
saidshebegan noticing the
differences between her school
andothers whiletraveling to
otherschools forsporting
events.
"It mademefeel likemy

schoolwas very poor, andwe
weren't getting the thingswe
should have hadlike other
schools," saidthebasketball
playerand cheerleader, who
also ison astudent committee
advising statelawmakers.
Za'Taveyasays shewants

moreopportunities for her
younger sistersand other youth
inthe Bamberg schooldistrict.
"Iwant morefor them,"she

said."There aremore opportu­
nities outthere,and I want
themtobe abletoseethat for
themselves."
Za'Taveya's mother, Valerie,

saidshe isoverjoyed with her
oldest daughter'sacademic
success. Still, sheknows her
oldest daughter "hasmissed out
onsome things."
WhenZa'Taveya goes tocol­

lege nextyear, "she'sgoing to
have tostudy a bitharder than
someof the other kids…justto
maintainagreat GPA(grade­
point average), justtoget the
experiencethat she needsfor
that course andto helpher with
life," hermother said.
InNovember, votersinBam­

berg 2will decide thefate ofa
$38million school bondrefer­
endumthat could improvethe
schools forZa'Taveya's younger
sisters.
The money would buildanew

school forkindergarten through
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inthe Bamberg schooldistrict.
"Iwant morefor them,"she

said."There aremore opportu­
nities outthere,and I want
themtobe abletoseethat for
themselves."
Za'Taveya's mother, Valerie,

saidshe isoverjoyed with her
oldest daughter'sacademic
success. Still, sheknows her
oldest daughter "hasmissed out
onsome things."
WhenZa'Taveya goes tocol­

lege nextyear, "she'sgoing to
have tostudy a bitharder than
someof the other kids…justto
maintainagreat GPA(grade­
point average), justtoget the
experiencethat she needsfor
that course andto helpher with
life," hermother said.
InNovember, votersinBam­

berg 2will decide thefate ofa
$38million school bondrefer­
endumthat could improvethe
schools forZa'Taveya's younger
sisters.
The money would buildanew

school forkindergarten through

eighth grade,moving students
out ofthe 1950s­era elementary
and middleschools, saidBam­
berg 2SuperintendentSojourner
while givingreporters atour of
the elementary school.
The playground there was

mostly an openfield with one
clusterof fadedplastic equip­
ment inthe corner. Boys played
basketball inagymwithout air
conditioning. The gym's bath­
rooms lackeddispensers for
soap and toiletpaper, andceil­
ingtilesslumped.
While shehopes the borrow­

ingproposal will pass, Sojourner
says shehasfought theidea that
her students–94 percentliving
inpoverty –cannot learn inthe
schools that she,too, attended.
Sojourner says sherefuses to

call her students"at risk"or
utter the phrase"Corridor of
Shame" –thetitle ofadocu­

eighth grade,moving students
out ofthe 1950s­era elementary
and middleschools, saidBam­
berg 2SuperintendentSojourner
while givingreporters atour of
the elementary school.
The playground there was

mostly an openfield with one
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ment inthe corner. Boys played
basketball inagymwithout air
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says shehasfought theidea that
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call her students"at risk"or
utter the phrase"Corridor of
Shame" –thetitle ofadocu­
mentary about the state's poor­
est, ruralschools–now widely
usedto describethe state's
poorest, ruralschools.
"When childrenget off the

bus andcome into ourbuild­
ings, they shouldhave the op­
portunity tobe providedthe
same education as achildwho
enters any building inthestate
of SouthCarolina," Sojourner
saidof herdistrict's students,
who performedbetterthan
students insimilardistricts on
academic testslast year but still
laggedbehind students state­
wide.
"Oureconomic status –that

doesn't tell us whowe are.We
are heretoprovide an education
for ourchildren."

JamieSelf: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself
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''WE'REBREAKING
THELAWIN
SOUTHCAROLINA
BECAUSEWE SAID
THATEVERY
STUDENTHASTO
BEPREPARED."–
S.C. Superintendent of
Education Molly
Spearman

U
OUR ECONOMIC STATUS ­ THAT DOESN'T TELL
US WHO WE ARE. WE ARE HERE TO PROVIDE AN
EDUCATION FOR OUR CHILDREN."
­ Bamberg 2 Superintendent Thelma Sojourner

a
I JUST DON'T SEE HOW ANYBODY COULD ARGUE THAT OUR FUNDING SYSTEM ISN'T IN SERIOUS NEED OF REVIEW. JUST THE
FACT THAT WE HAVE DISTRICTS OUT THERE WITH CRUMBLING BUILDINGS AND HOLES IN THE CEILING AND THAT KIND OF
THING, OBVIOUSLY SOMETHING ISN'T WORKING." ­
Jane Turner, Center for Educator Recruitment, Retention and Advancement

SC0148 State
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 09/25/2016

SC IS IGNORING POOR SCHOOLS
BY JAMIESELF jself@thestate.com
370.60 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 5

67012-09-25_1006.pdf

County: Richland



PHOTOGRAPHS BYGERRY MELENDEZ gmelendez@thestate.com

TheBamberg 2schooldistrictis home tosomeof theoldestinadequateschoolbuildings.
Top photo: Partsofthe gymnasiumfloorat Denmark­OlarElementary Schoolarebuckling.
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY GERRY MELENDEZ gmelendez@thestate.com

Thelma Sojourner, superintendent of Denmark­Olar Schools, talks about some of the problems at the elementary school.
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Repair issues can be found throughout Denmark­Olar schools. Left to right: A broken window in the elementary school's gymnasium; water damage can be seen throughout the
elementary school; parts of the gymnasium stands in the middle school need to be replaced; damage to the floor under a drinking fountain at the high school.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY GERRY MELENDEZ gmelendez@thestate.com

Asthe economy hasrecovered,legislators have givenall K­12 schoolsmore money,butbigissuesremain
unresolved.
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Za'Taveya Williams,asenioratDenmark­OlarHighSchool,said she
began noticingthedifferences betweenherschoolandotherswhile
travelingtoother schoolsfor sportingevents.
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Barrel
maker
opening in
Bamberg
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAMBERG ­ A new company will
soon be rolling out the barrels in Gov.
Nikki Haley's hometown.
The governor returned to Bam­

berg on Wednesday where she helped
cut the ribbon at Black Water Barrels
LLC.
The new company, which is creat­

ing about 60 jobs, will make white oak
barrels in which to age bourbon. The
company is investing $3.6 million to
start the operation in an old automo­
tive plant.
Black Water President Greg

Pierce thanked local officials for the
support they have given the endeavor.
Haley said that neighbors helping

neighbors is still the old hometown
she remembers.
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