
Santee Cooper
needs
Netmeteringplan
Lastyear,Gov. Nikki

Haley andourlegislators
unanimously adoptedpro­
solar policies sothat citizens
couldcompetefor new solar
jobsand savemoney. I was
proudtofill oneofthe first
jobscreated as aresult. The
greatnewsis that South
Carolinais nowamodelin
solarpolicy because of their
leadership.
However, the Grand

Strand hasnot seen the
energy savingsand jobsyet.
If Santee Cooperpassesa
recently proposedmix of
confusing incentives and
discriminatory solar fees,
that will not change.
I'm hopeful Santee Coop­

er will instead adopt anet
metering policythat allows
solar customers toget the
credit they deserve for ener­
gy they sendto thegrid.
As Richland County's

Republican ExecutiveCom­
mitteeman,Istronglybe­
lieve inthefree market.
Shouldn't allpeople inSouth
Carolina get tochoosetheir
energysource?
Net meteringenables

consumers todecidewhat's
best forthem. It'salready
producingresults for those
wholive inDukeand
SCE&Gterritories. Net
meteringwill work for the
Grand Strand too.
The writerissenior manag­

erfor publicpolicy atSunrun
Inc.
–Tyson Grinstead,Columbia
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Haley: Damage cost
from flood unknown
Associated Press

COLUMBIA ­ South Car­
olina Gov. Nikki Haley says
her state will rebuild from this
month's floods, but she can't
know how it will be paid for
until the damage estimate is in.
She insists she will keep her

promise to repair everything
that broke or washed away, but
needs to know the bill and how
much the Federal Emergency
Management Agency will pay
before figuring out how the
state will find the money.
"We're going to do the

assessments. We're going to
see what FEMA takes care of.
We're going to see what the
state needs to do after that. I'm
not touching any of the reserve
(funds) because we don't have
to at this point and time. If
that changes, we will deal with
that," Haley said Wednesday.

Lawmakers have almost
universally praised the gov­
ernor for her handling of the
floods. But some wonder if
the infrastructure damage was
made worse because roads
and bridges aren't being main­
tained.
Rep. Gilda Cobb­Hunter

thinks the governor can extend
the compassion she has for
flood victims or the people
affected by the church shoot­
ing to the poor in South Car­
olina looking for health care.
Under Haley, the state has
refused to take federal money
to expand Medicaid.
"I think the governor has

shown tremendous leadership.
I appreciate the fact she recog­
nizes South Carolina can't do
this alone and there is a role
for the federal government
to play," said Cobb­Hunter,
D­Orangeburg.
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Staterevenues onpace
for $260 million
surplus byyear'send
BYCASSIECOPE

ccope@thestate.com

The statehad a$18million sur­
plusduringthe firstquarterof its
fiscal year,asurplusthat could grow
byanother$47.8million once tim­
ingissuesare factoredin.
Ifthat growth continues,there

couldbeabout$260 million morein
thestate's generalfund budget for
lawmakerstospend when they re­
turn toColumbiainJanuary. The
surpluseswouldbring thegeneral
fundbudget toabout$7.9billion.
Lawmakerswillhearcallstospend

theaddedmoneytoresolveaschool
equitylawsuit,repairthestate'sroads
andpayforflooddamage.
The state'stax revenuesare col­

lected mostly fromsales,personal
incomeandcorporate incometaxes.
Thoserevenuesare running well

aboveprojected levels,chiefecono­
mistFrank Rainwatertoldthe state
Boardof EconomicAdvisors on
Thursday."We'reinavery good
growthspurt,and we'refeeling very
positiveaboutwhat's goingon."
Boardchairman Chad Walldorf

saidtheS.C. economy wasgrowing
atasteadypace throughthe spring,

addingrevenues havebeen excep­
tionally strongsince thesummer
and continuinginto September.
"Althoughwe expecttosee some

negative impactstorevenues dueto
the recentfloods, once weget past
that, weexpectthe very strong,
steady growthtocontinue," Wall­
dorf said.
Theincreaseinstaterevenuesis

drivenbymoreSouthCarolinians
findinggoodjobs,saidWalldorf,who
isappointedbyGov.NikkiHaley.
Goingforward,theremightbea

dipinsalestaxcollectionsbecauseof
thefloodingearlierthismonth,Rain­
watersaid.Butheexpectstheecono­
mytorecoverfully."Wedon'tantici­
pateanynegativeeffectsonrevenue

becauseofthestorm."
Oncemoney frominsurers kicks

intooffset losses andrebuilding
starts­withresidents replacing
furniture, carpet andappliances, for
example­thestate's taxrevenues
will rebound,Rainwatersaid.
University ofSouth Carolina

economist JoeyVon Nessentold the
boardthat heexpectseconomic
activity willbenefit from aboostin
spendingbecause ofthe flood.How­
ever,that burstinspending could
mask losses inwealth. Forexample,
floodvictimscould spendmore to
make repairsbut, todoso,could
spend someof their savings.
FiveSoutheastern economists

gavethe boardtheir predictionsfor
growthinthe state's economy.
The economistspredictpersonal

incomeinthe statewill growbe­
tween4.3 percentand 5.35percent
duringthe currentfiscal year,which
endsJune30. They also predicted
employmentwill growbyfrom 1.75
percentto3.1 percent.
The boardwill considerthose

estimates asit revises itsrevenue
projections andmakes a prediction
for nextyear.

ReachCope at(803) 771­8657.

S.C. isinagrowth spurt becauseof
addedjobs,chief economist says

State's economy shouldrecover
quicklyfrom storm asrebuilding
starts

South Carolinians' personal income
willgrowbetween4.3 percent and
5.35percent, economists predict
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InterimS.C.DOT leaderHallgetsjob
COLUMBIA

The interim directorof the
South CarolinaDepartment
of Transportationdid sucha
good jobhelping rebuild
South Carolinaroads after
this month's massivefloods
that Gov.Nikki Haley decid­
ed toignore hertypical prac­
tice oflooking for an out­
sider torunstate agencies.
Haley announced

Wednesday shewill ask the
state Senatetomake 20­
year DOTengineer Christy
Hall the permanent director
of the state'sroads agency.
The governor saidshe

offered Hall the jobon Sept.

30,but couldn't make the
announcementbefore the
massivefloodsfrom Oct.3
toOct.5crippledthe road
network. Nearly 600roads
andbridgeswere washed
outor damaged. Crews have
fixedall but about150of
them.
Hall willalso face chal­

lengesthat affected the
DOTlongbefore the waters
started torise. The state's
roadshavebeen crumbling
for years,with someesti­
matessaying DOTneeds
$500million extra ayear for
decades justtoget roads to
faircondition.

­THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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? LOCAL EFFECTS

Dams
damaged
in storm,
flooding
By ARIEL GILREATH
agilreath@indexjournal.com
After major rain and flood­

ing at the beginning of the
month, the Department of
Health and Environmental
Control has ordered 63 dams
in South Carolina be fixed or
replaced, three of which are in
Greenwood County.
The dams were apparently

damaged during what Gov.
Nikki Haley termed the "1,000
year storm" in the beginning
of October that led to flooding
across South Carolina.
DHEC said the dams in

Greenwood affected by the
storm are Town and Country
Dam 1 and Town and Coun­
try Dam 2, located in the Gate­
wood community on Gate­
wood Drive, and the Upper
North Lake Dam located on
Rocky Creek near Northlake
Drive.
Attempts to reach people

responsible for maintaining the
dams were unsuccessful.

"DHEC remains committed
to ensuring public safety and
will be aggressive in pursuing
all necessary safety measures to
make sure that dam owners are
making these needed repairs as
quickly as possible," Catherine
Heigel, director of DHEC, said
in a released statement.
DHEC put each dam into

one of three classifications: C1,
C2 or C3. According to DHEC's
website, the failure of dams put
in category C1 could mean
death or serious damage to
infrastructure, failure of dams
in C2 will not likely result in
death but may damage infra­
structure and the failure of
dams in C3 may result in lim­
ited property damage.
Owners of the dams are

required to submit a detailed
inspection and a plan of action
for the dams by Oct. 30 to
DHEC.
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? EX­LEGISLATOR

Viers gets 3 years
in money
laundering case

COLUMBIA ­ A former
South Carolina lawmaker who
was once a rising star in the
Republican party and was getting
noticed by the governor at con­
servative gatherings is heading to
prison for more than three years
for money laundering.
Thad Viers' three­year fall

from grace hit a new bottom
Tuesday as he was sentenced in
federal court in Florence to 37
months in prison and ordered to
pay back $875,000.
The 37­year­old attorney

helped his client, construction
company owner Marlon Weaver,
hide assets from an insurance
company looking to collect after
Weaver failed to fulfill a $6 million
state contract to pave part of Inter­
state 95, prosecutors said in a news
release.
Weaver cooperated with authori­

ties and was sentenced to a year in
prison. Viers pleaded guilty in April.
Viers also lied to the IRS and fed­

eral agents about what he did with
Weaver's assets, authorities said.
Viers served in the state House

from 2003 until 2012. He also was
a front­runner for South Carolina's
new U.S. House seat, created after
the 2010 Census.
At a 2011 Charleston gathering

sponsored by conservative blog
RedState, Gov. Nikki Haley rec­
ognized Viers in the crowd and
noted his run for Congress.

Associated Press
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BriarcliffeAcresvotes
againstoffshoredrilling
BY EMILYWEAVER

eweaver@thesunnews.com

In a storm of debate over
offshore drilling, Briarcliffe
Acres surfaced as the latest
coastal town to join a united
front against seismic testing
and drilling for oil and natural
gas off of South Carolina's
beaches.
The town council unani­

mously (minus councilwoman
Abby Stewart, who was visiting
family on the west coast)
passed a resolution Monday
joining 23 other S.C. coastal
towns in a stance against off­
shore drilling.
"We understand what dam­

age can ensue from any spill
that could happen out there,"
said Councilman Huston Huff­
man. "We don't want to take

the risk of a spill out there
polluting the beaches."
For many the rallying cry

against offshore drilling echoes
the loss of tourism dollars that
could cripple coastal econo­
mies. But for Briarcliffe Acres,
a "bedroom community" of
about 500, any damage would
not just hit a tourist destina­
tion, it would hit home.
The resolution had been in

the works for a couple of
months, Huffman said, but
other issues pushed the matter
to Monday's agenda.
A news release from the Stop

Oil Drilling in the Atlantic
Leadership Team on Monday
called the vote an "incredible
show of unity, and a strong

message," appealing to legisla­
tors to "stop Washington from
forcing this on South Caroli­
na."
Legislators say the region's

SEEOFFSHORE, 13A

500
Rough population ofBriarcliffe
Acres
Towncouncil unanimously
passes resolution
....................................................................

BriarcliffeAcresjoins other 23
coastal townsin S.C.
....................................................................

Drillingopponentsworried
about destruction of natural
environment
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OFFSHORE
resolutions may do little to
stop offshore drilling if the
project is ultimately ap­
proved.
The Interior Depart­

ment's Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management an­
nounced a draft proposed
program in January that
opened up two planning
areas for testing along the
coast from the Maryland­
Virginia state line to the
Georgia­Florida line.
The coast of Virginia was

proposed for a potential
offshore drilling site five
years ago, but plans fizzled
in the wake of the disas­
trous Deepwater Horizon oil
spill in the Gulf of Mexico.
Buzz of where the poten­

tial rigs will actually go
abound among opponents,
with doom scenarios mar­

ring the coastlines from
Georgetown to Wilmington,
N.C. Advocates banned
together – bridging the gap
between party lines – to
send a clear message to
legislators that residents
don't want the rigs off the
$18 billion tourism­rich
South Carolina coast.
Jim Watkins, a retired

Presbyterian minister who
lives in Pawley's Island,
helped form the Stop Oil
Drilling in the Atlantic alli­
ance, which he describes as
a "grassroots citizens' or­
ganization which works on
'just this one issue of drill­
ing.'"
The group praised Briar­

cliffe Acres for joining other
municipalities like Myrtle
Beach, North Myrtle Beach
and Surfside Beach that

have all passed similar
resolutions in recent
months.
Briarcliffe Acres' action

brought all of Horry Coun­
ty's coastal towns on board
against offshore drilling,
said Jean Marie Neal, a
SODA representative.
"The vote today means

every coastal municipality
in South Carolina has said
no to offshore drilling off
our beaches," Watkins said
in the release.
Myrtle Beach City Coun­

cil passed a resolution Aug.
11 saying it wanted to pro­
tect the beaches from po­
tential oil spills, joining at
least 18 other municipal­
ities opposing offshore
drilling at the time. The
decision was greeted with
applause from 100 specta­
tors in the audience.

Opponents say offshore
drilling would hurt marine
life, pumping into the At­
lantic the potential of spills
and sound waves that
would send sea creatures
scurrying. And the risk to
the state's high dollar tou­
rism industry makes the
idea demand a price too
high to pay.
Advocates say the drill­

ing can be done safely and
tapping into an oil or nat­
ural gas reserve could help
the country move away
from its dependence on
foreign oil, helping in turn
with national security. The
underwater goldmine
would mean more jobs and
tax dollars.
"The possible jobs and

revenue gained from drill­
ing is miniscule compared
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to the dollars tourists
spend in Horry County and
the rest of coastal South
Carolina," Watkins said in
the release. "Giving our
coast to the oil and gas
industry simply does not
make economic sense."

A CLOSER LOOK
The Bureau of Ocean

Energy Management has
the power to open the At­
lantic up for oil leasing
with or without any state
input, said Congressman
Tom Rice.
And the idea that South

Carolina would profit from
any offshore drilling is not
a possibility in federal leg­
islation – yet. Rice said his
office is working on a bill
that would change that.
The bureau is reviewing

if and where oil and gas
leases might be issued on
the Atlantic Outer Conti­
nental Shelf, but the draft
plans call for only one
lease to be issued. Plans
also include a 50­mile
buffer from the coastline.
The buffer would keep the
operation out of immediate
sight from a shoreline, but
would also keep any poten­
tial revenue gain out of the
state's coffers.
The state would only

reap revenue if the oper­
ation falls within South
Carolina's coastal territory,
which is about three miles
from the shoreline.
"There's a special law

that allows the Gulf states
to get a revenue share of
37.5 percent," Rice said,
but no law exists for the
mid­ to south­Atlantic
coastal states, which have
never been opened to fed­
eral oil leases before.
Sen. Lisa Murkowski

(R­Alaska) submitted a bill
that provides for revenue
sharing for the states, but

the bill also does away with
the buffer zone, Rice said.
The congressman added

that they are working on a
bill now that would keep
the 50­mile buffer zone in
play, while giving South
Carolina a 37.5 percent
revenue share.
"We don't even know

what's out there. We don't
know if there's gas, if
there's natural gas or if
there's crude oil," Rice
said.
The last time the ocean

floor was scanned for po­
tential reserves, the probe
was conducted with tech­
nology from the 1980s.
Technology has changed
since then. "There appears
to be formations that
would likely have some
type of reserves," Rice
said, but we "don't know
what or how much."
Rice has said the issue of

offshore drilling needs
more review.
"My position has been

let's do the seismic test­
ing," he said. "Let's find
out what's out there and
then we can make rational
decisions."
Rice said that he also

wants to know what can be
done to "safeguard our
tourism revenue" and that
a study could find the re­
serves aren't worth the
trouble and expense of
drilling.
Rice had planned to call

a public forum last
Wednesday with a profes­
sor from Coastal Carolina
University, a professor
from the University of
South Carolina, a repre­
sentative from the Coastal
Conservation League, a
public official from Mobile,
Ala., and the director of
BOEM to address the issue,
talk about the process, the
time­lines of any project

and when and where along
that time­line the public
will have input. The forum
was postponed in the wake
of the state's recent histor­
ic flooding. Rice said that
his office is working on
rescheduling the forum.
In the last six weeks,

Rice said he has visited oil
fields in two states and the
offshore drilling rigs in
Louisiana to get a closer
look at the operations.
"They opened up oil

fields off of Alaska like a
month or two months ago,"
he said. "And the oil com­
panies have pulled out
saying it's not economically
feasible."
The same could happen

here, he said.
"It may be that this nev­

er becomes feasible to drill
off the Atlantic," he said.
The potential section of

Atlantic coastal exploration
fell in an area where state
governments have been
known to support expanded
energy development off­
shore.
Gov. Nikki Haley sup­

ports offshore drilling and
is a member of the Outer
Continental Shelf Gover­
nors Coalition. The coali­
tion operates on a mission
to, among other things,
"influence a sensible path
forward for the develop­
ment of America's offshore
energy resources."

Emily Weaver:
843­444­1772, @TSNEmily

''WEDON'TEVENKNOWWHAT'SOUT
THERE.WEDON'TKNOWIFTHERE'SGAS,
IFTHERE'SNATURALGASORIFTHERE'S
CRUDEOIL.
Congressman TomRice
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Keeping up with the 'Times'
By Mark A. Stevens
mstevens@southstrandnews.com
It was another week full of events,

happenings and news, and, as usual,
the staff of The Georgetown Times
was there to keep readers in the
know.
In last week's editions of the Times,

readers found out about ...
Roads to recovery

Flooding from what Gov. Nikki Haley
called a 1,000­year event continued
to dominate the news.
Floodwaters trapped residents in

Andrews, Dunbar, Oatland and other
Georgetown communitites.
The National Guard assisted local
efforts to help residents escape the
rising waters.

Help from churches

Church congregations had boots
on the ground in Georgetown last
week to help the community follow­
ing the historic flooding.
Dozens of volunteers met at the
Georgetown Church of Christ to
help with disaster­relief efforts.
"This is part of our mission,"
said Debbie Justice, a Georgetown
Church of Christ.

Congratulations!
Luvenia Frasier celebrated her
100th birthday Oct. 15.
Friends and family helped the
Georgetown native celebrate with
a party at Prince George Healthcare
Center.

House calls by boat

Dr. Lizina Green already made
housecalls, but during the historic
flooding she and her team mem­
bers from Tidelands Health were
assisting patients via boat and
sometimes helicopter.

• • •

Those are some of the stories found
in last week's issues of The George­
town Times.
You can keep up with all the news
in Georgetown County by subscrib­
ing to the Times.
A subscription is only $39 per year,

and that gets you 104 issues per year,
plus our special publications like the
annual Tidelands magazine and,
every Friday, Parade magazine. Call
843­546­4148 for details.
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Roads?Bonuses?AQ&A on
SC'sflood recovery
BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com
As SouthCarolina shifts

into recoverymode after
historic rainfalls andflood­
ingthis month, questions
are swirlingabout what the
S.C. GeneralAssembly will
dotohelp floodvictims and
at whatcost.
The Buzzhas somean­

swers:
Will the S.C.Legislature

comeback early toad­
dress flood damage?
No.
StateHouse Reps. Rick

Quinn,R­Lexington, and
JamesSmith, D­Richland,
havecalled foran emergen­
cysession toborrowmoney
for roadsand helphome­
owners withcosts of re­
building not coveredby
insurance or federaldisaster
aid.
Butstate Sen.Hugh

Leatherman,R­Florence –
the leader ofthe Senate–
saidTuesday hedoes not
plantocall senatorsback to
work beforeJanuarybe­
causelawmakers donotyet
haveclearestimates of the
damage.Leatherman ap­
pointed aspecialpanel Fri­
day toassess flooddamage.
Gov.Nikki Haley said

Wednesday shedoesnot
foresee lawmakers needing
an emergencysession.
And HouseSpeakerJay

Lucas,R­Darlington, said
hischamber's statebudget­
writing committee will hold
hearings incoming weeksto
determine theimpact ofthe
floodand potentialcosts of
the recovery.Aspokesper­
sonfor the speaker would
not saywhether Lucas

thinksthat work will contin­
ue until January,which
would ruleoutan emergen­
cysession.
Arestate employees'

bonusessafe?
Yes, allyoupeople email­

ingThe Buzz!
One­time$800 bonuses

for stateemployees, who
earn less than$100,000 a
year,went outlate last
week.(Check your bank
account). The bonusdoes
not applytoschool teachers
who arepaid byschooldis­
tricts.
Will lawmakers consid­

er relieffor homeowners?
Anyone's guess.
Quinn andSmith –the

bipartisan Houseduo –are
pushing for aid tohome­
owners. ButLeatherman
saidusingthe statebudget
toassisthomeowners victi­
mized bythe floodwould
"havetobe lookedat very
carefully."
Translation: He'snon­

committal.
StateSen.Larry Martin,

R­Pickens, saidthestate
likelycan dosomethingfor
homeowners,but it should
notbein theform ofgrants.
"Wewant tobeashelpful

aswe canbe, andmaybe we
canset upaspecificflood
victims programto, maybe,
dosomelow­interestloans,"
Martin said. "But Idon't see
us payingoff mortgageson
houses or writing acheckto
ahomeowner."
What other ideasare

being discussed?
Borrowing moremoney

forroads.

StateSen.John Courson,
R­Richland,saidaproposal
toborrowmoney formain­
tenanceat statecolleges and
universities couldbeex­
pandedtoinclude money
fortransportation when
lawmakers returntowork in
January.
Leatherman saidlast

weekheplans topushthat
borrowingpackage for edu­
cationagain next year.
Howmuch federal aid

could the statereceive?
Perhaps,alot.
IfHurricane Hugo isany

guide, withinthe first 60
daysafter that hurricane
hammered thestate, federal
aid hadtopped $250 mil­
lion.
Will the statehaveto

spend moneyon the re­
covery?
Yes.
Inmid­1990, theS.C.

GeneralAssembly agreed to
borrow $31 million topay
costs relatedtoHugo,which
hitthe stateon Sept.24,
1989.The money included
$18million inmatching
funds forthe FederalEmer­
gencyManagement Agency.

BUZZ BITES
A Gov.Nikki Haley was

inGeorgiawhen the historic
rainstormstruck Columbia
onOct.3­4. Haley leftSouth
Carolinafor aRepublican
Governors Association's
retreat inSeaIsland after
giving amedia briefing
about the threat of flooding
at the S.C. Emergency Man­
agement Center onOct.2,
her office said. The retreat

draws largedonors tothe
association. Shereturned to
South Carolinaabout noon
Oct. 4."Gov. Haley has
been working onthe flood
all day,every day, since
beforeit began," saidRob
Godfrey,Haley's deputy
chief ofstaff.
A A StateEthics Commis­

sionhearing intoLt.Gov.
Henry McMaster'spos­
sibleexcessive campaign
contributions,scheduled for
Wednesday, has beenpost­
poned. The twosidesare in
settlement negotiations,
commissiondirector Herb
Hayden said. A final order
couldbeissued withinsev­
eral weeks.McMaster was
charged withaccepting
$72,700 inimproper contri­
butions from51 donorsto
pay offdebt from his2010
bid for theGOP nomination
for governor.
TheBuzz is alook back at
theweekin politics compiled
by reporters atTheState.

2016 IN SC
Where thepresidential

candidates willbe thisweek:
A JebBush, Florida's

formerGOP governor,will
joinU.S. Sen.TimScott,
R­N.Charleston,for a town­
hallmeeting at BishopEng­
landHigh School onDaniel
Island at9a.m.Saturday.
A Republican CarlyFiori­

na willattend aGreenville
CountyRepublican Wom­
en'sluncheon at thePoin­
settClub at noon Thursday.
OnFriday, the former Hew­
lettPackard chiefexecutive
willspeak at the University
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ofSouth Carolina­Beaufort's
auditorium at 2p.m.and at
MagnoliaHall inSun Cityat
4p.m.
A U.S. Sen.LindseyGra­

ham, a SenecaRepublican,
will speak tothe S.C. Con­
struction FinancialManage­
ment Association about the
threat ofradical Islamon
Monday at 12:15 p.m. at the
Poinsett Club inGreenville.
A U.S.Sen.Marco Rubio,

R­Fla., will joinS.C. At­
torney General AlanWil­
son, R­Lexington, inWest
Columbia onFriday fora
Conservative Leadership
Project presidential forum
on legalissues.The event
starts at 5:30 p.m.at Brook­
land Banquetand Confer­
ence Center,1066 Sunset
Blvd.Rubio will speak ata
Concerned Veteransof
America town hallin Green­
ville at 11 a.m.Saturday.

A RepublicanDonald

Trump willhold a rally at
the Anderson CivicCenter
on Mondayat 6p.m.

Staff writers Cassie Copeand AndyShain
contributed. Jamie Self: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself

State employee bonusesare safe

Legislatorsdivided overgrants to homeowners

Five Republican presidential candidates visitthe Palmetto
State thisweek
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Paying for roads
afterthefloods
For now,aspecialsessionof

theLegislature to deal with
floodingdoesn't seemlike the
bestuse ofpublicdollars, espe­
ciallysince thestate doesn't
haveestimatesonthe extentof
theproblem.

However, dealing withthe
flood ­andits impact onthe
state's infrastructure­must
be thetoppriority whenlaw­
makers return. Thisdialogue
shouldalso reinforce theneed
to findalong­term, compre­
hensive plan to dealwith our
needs related to roads,bridges
and dams.
Thisissue largely became a

political pox fortheLegislature
this past session withthe de­
bate becoming bogged down
by certain demandsoflegisla­
tors, aswell asS.C. Gov.Nikki
Haley.
However, thelongerthe

state waits to make aninitial
investment inroad funding,
the greaterit will costto pay
forupgrades. Thisdoesn't
meanthe GeneralAssembly
shouldwrite a blankcheck to
the state'sDepartment of
Transportation. Thereal trou­
blewith South Carolina'sroads
isn'twholly a lackofmoney.
Any realeffort to addressthese
roads issuesmust also involve
takingacloser look atthebu­
reaucratic structure ofthe
state's Transportation Depart­
ment.The agency andthe
current systemofprioritization
and fundingroads projectshas
been marredby criticisms of
little transparencyandbeing
generatedthrough acomplex
formula.

– AikenStandard
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