
Gov. Haley:Changesbeing madeto
fightdomesticviolence
BY MEGKINNARD
Associated Press

COLUMBIA
Progress isbeing made in

SouthCarolina's fight
against domesticviolence,
but moretime is neededto
study the problemand come
upwith ways tocombat it,
Gov. Nikki Haley said
Thursday.
AtaStatehousenews

conference,Haley told re­
porters shehas signedthree
new executive orders per­
taining tothe issue,which
was amajortopicduring last
year'slegislative session.
One wouldgivethe South
Carolina DomesticViolence
Task Force moretime to
continue finding ways to
fight theproblem.

Nationwide,South Car­
olinaconsistentlyranks
among theworst statesper
capitainwomen killed by
men.Ayear ago,Haley
created thetask forceto
comeup with systemic,
culturalchanges tocombat
theproblem.
InAugust, thepanel is­

sueddozens of recommen­
dations,including training
more911 operators,improv­
ingdocumentation ofthe
crime sceneand increasing
thenumber of shelters state­
wide.
Another orderwould

direct Cabinet agencies to
changehuman resources
policiestoprovidemore
guidanceonhow tohandle
employeeswho maybe
affectedbyabuse, suchas
providingthemwith leave

and available resources.
The third orderrequires

Cabinet agenciesthat reg­
ularly screenpeople for
benefits and other assist­
ance tolook for domestic
violence signs.
In thesession that ended

last summer, legislators
passed alaw that increased
penalties for domestic vio­
lence convictionsand gave
prosecutors moreoptionsfor
punishment.
On Thursday, flankedby

prosecutors fromacrossthe
state andother members of
the task force, Haley said
the panelis "going toogood
tostop" andneeds more
time past the Dec. 31, 2015,
deadline originally set upin
her orderthat created it.
Haley also saidthat her

executive budget for the

coming yearwould allocate
fundingto helpcombat the
problem, includingabout
$19 million tofundnew
prosecutors tohandle do­
mesticviolence cases, many
of whichare nowprosecuted
bylaw enforcement officers,
who areoften goingup
against privatelyfunded
attorneyson thedefense
side.
Several professional li­

censingboardsin thestate
have committed toinclude
domestic violence training
intheir continuing educa­
tion courses,Haley said.
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Haleysetting herownagendain State
ofthe Unionresponse
BY ANDREW SHAIN
ashain@thestate.com

Gov. Nikki Haley said
Thursday she plans to ad­
dress the challenges in
South Carolina and the
nation that she thinks are
the most important in her
Republican response to
President Barack Obama's
State of the Union address
next week.
Haley declined to reveal

details of what she plans to
say, except to repeat that
she is giving an "address"
to the nation rather a "re­
sponse" to Obama.
"I certainly am not one

to compete against the
president or try to imply
that I could be," Haley told
reporters. "I just wanted to
take this as an opportunity
to express the challenges
that I think we have seen in
our state but also in our
country and the solutions ...
and the opportunities that
can be there.
"This will be very much

just an address that allows
me to talk to the country in
a way that I think talks

about things that I believe
are important."
Haley, the first South

Carolinian to deliver the
State of the Union response
since the political counter­
points were started in 1966,
said she will write the ad­
dress with the help of her
staff. She said the Repub­
lican leaders in Congress,
who chose her for the
speech, will have no input
in the address, which will
air Tuesday after the presi­
dent's address.
"They have given us the

leeway to do this," she
said. "I have my process as
we do speeches. I know
what I think I know, what I
feel."
Haley's selection to de­

liver the response has led
to speculation about her
political future, including
how she could help the
GOP in a presidential elec­
tion year.
The nationally televised

speech bolstered chatter
the Lexington Republican is
a possible vice presidential
pick. Haley is coming off a
year where she gained
national attention for her

handling of the Charleston
church slayings, including
her successful call for the
removal of the Confederate
battle flag from the State
House grounds.
Haley brushed off vice

presidential speculation
Thursday, saying she
planned to be at the State
House in a year to tout the
successes of her efforts to
curb criminal domestic
violence, an initiative she
announced Thursday. "We
have got a lot more things
to do," said Haley, who
gave a prime­time speech
during the 2012 Republican
National Convention.
Haley's selection is seen

as part of the Republican
Party's attempts to win
over female voters, who
will have a chance to elect
the first female president if
Hillary Clinton is the Dem­
ocratic nominee. Haley, the
daughter of Indian im­
migrants, also helps ad­
dress a GOP weakness ­
diversity.
The nation's youngest

governor called such talk a
"waste of time" Thursday.
"I've never gotten into the

speculation of what people
think or feel, or why people
make decisions," Haley
said.
Democratic leaders said

they don't expect Haley to
share a complete picture of
South Carolina in her ad­
dress, citing the lack of
money to repair roads and
aid poor, rural schools.
"(W)hat they certainly

won't hear about is the
despair that has plagued
our state as a result of her
leadership," S.C. Demo­
cratic Party chairman Jaime
Harrison said. "While she's
smiling in front of the cam­
eras, normal people in our
state are struggling just to
get by."
Haley said she was in­

vited to deliver the re­
sponse by House Speaker
Paul Ryan, R­Wis., and
Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R­Ky.,
during the first week of
December ­ weeks before
learning the obligation will
cause her to miss her alma
mater, Clemson University,
playing for the national
college football champion­
ship in Arizona Monday.
"It is going absolutely to

kill me to not be at the
national championship, but
my heart will be in Arizo­
na," she said.
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?own envisions new facility with ???8M windfall, but legal ?uestions linger
???????????????????
sfastenau@beaufortgazette.com
843­706­8182
Just before Christmas, Port Roy­

al finance manager Chris Cana­
day walked into Town Hall with
a check made out to the town for
$1.8 million.
The insurance settlement from

the seafood market fire had finally
arrived, but the windfall brought
questions about who controls the
money and about plans to rebuild.
The property is owned by the S.C.

Ports Authority, but the town was
required to hold insurance on
the buildings through a licensing
agreement.
The town is seeking answers

about what it might be entitled to
for costs incurred to establish a
temporary seafood operation in an
adjacent building. The money ­ a
check from the state Insurance Re­
serve Fund for damage to the mar­

ket and an adjacent warehouse
­ is now in an escrow account.
Town manager Van Willis said

it's likely the money will eventu­
ally be turned over to the Ports
Authority.
The question would then turn to

plans to rebuild.
According to a development

???????????????????????
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Continued from 3A

agreement between the
town and Ports Authority,
the town will receive the
seafood market in a prop­
erty swap when the port
property sells.
Willis said he has asked

the town's attorney for ad­
vice on Port Royal's leverage
in the matter.
Ports Authority spokes­

woman Erin Dhand passed
questions from The Beau­
fort Gazette/The Island
Packet about the proceeds
and buildings to agency
attorneys, who did not im­
mediately respond late
Wednesday afternoon.
After a decade of failed deal­

ings, sale of the port property
was recently turned over to
the Department of Admin­
istration's General Services
division for auction.
The town wants answers

as to which entity to talk to
about the seafood market.
The large settlement and

clean slate is a chance for
the town to build a state­of­
the art seafood processing
facility, Willis said.
Port Royal has leased the

docks and market opera­
tion from the Ports Author­
ity. Operating the docks has
been a financial drain for
the town much of that time,
a burden town officials say
is necessary to maintain an
iconic part of Port Royal's
character and history.
"There is an opportunity

there to create something
special," Willis said.

EFFECT ON THE SALE
The most recent potential

buyers said not knowing the
amount of the insurance
settlement played a part in
not closing the deal.
Palmetto Alliance, the de­

velopment group that made
a $15.42 million bid on the
property last summer, ter­
minated its contract with
the S.C. Ports Authority on
Dec. 11, the deadline to com­
plete due diligence.
At the time, Ports Author­

ity attorney Neil Robinson
said the sellers didn't know
the settlement amount and
would have turned over the
rights to the money at clos­
ing.
The Ports Authority al­

lowed the potential buyers
to cut from the deal a resi­
dential area viewed as over­
priced. That, along with the
$1.8 million in insurance
proceeds, would have made
closing a breeze, said Whit
Suber, who worked as a con­
sultant to the potential buy­
ers on the deal. He said the
group was within $300,000
of closing.
"It would be disingenuous

for me to say if (the settle­
ment) was 300 grand, we
would have closed," Suber
said. "But I can assure you,
at $1.8 million, it would
have no longer been a head­
scratcher."

MOVING FORWARD
Willis said Wednesday

that Gov. Nikki Haley's of­
fice has been responsive on
the issue of the port sale, that
the impending auction is on
the radar and the process is
moving forward.
The town has asked to

ensure the law is followed
regarding a required new
appraisal, that the appraiser
have knowledge of closed in­
dustrial sites and the process
account for environmental

and structural concerns.
State law does not include

a timetable for conducting
the appraisal.
A lawsuit against the Ports

Authority and town of Port
Royal related to a former rail­
road line right­of­way could
affect the schedule. Willis
told town council he expects
the town will be removed
from the suit, that it doesn't
own the property and has
not signed any agreements
related to the property.
When the topic of the port

was raised Wednesday at a
luncheon for the local leg­
islative delegation and later
during a town council work­
shop, the consensus was re­
lief that the process was out
of Ports Authority hands.
But when someone asked

council whether the Ports
Authority still had a hand
in the sale, no one affirmed
that.
"Nothing would surprise

us," councilwoman Mary
Beth Gray­Heyward said.

Follow reporter Stephen
Fastenau at twitter.com/
IPBG_Stephen.
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Governor
speaks on
domestic
violence
The Associated Press
COLUMBIA ­ Prog­

ress is being made in South
Carolina's fight against do­
mestic violence, but more
time is needed to study the
problem and come up with
ways to combat it, Gov. Nik­
ki Haley said Thursday.
At a Statehouse news

conference, Haley told
reporters she has signed
three new executive or­
ders pertaining to the is­
sue, which was a major
topic during last year's leg­
islative session. One would
give the S.C. Domestic Vio­
lence Task Force more time
to continue finding ways to
fight the problem.
Another order would

direct Cabinet agencies to
change human resources
policies to provide more
guidance on how to handle
employees who may be af­
fected by abuse, such as
providing them with leave
and available resources.
The third order requires

Cabinet agencies that reg­
ularly screen people for
benefits and other assis­
tance to look for domestic
violence signs.
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THE2016LEGISLATURE

Senator: Roads plan
could passnext month
With TransportationDepartment reformon thetable,
roadsplan couldpass by mid­February,says Senate
roads­plancritic

Senatorfilibusteredgas­taxincreaselastsession

Othersenatorsnot as optimistic,butexpect roads
plantopass thissession
BY CASSIE COPE
AND JAMIE SELF
ccope@thestate.com,
jself@thestate.com
The S.C. senator who

last year blockedapro­
posaltoincrease gas taxes
tofix thestate's crum­
bling roadssaid Thursday
heexpects a roadrepair
plantopass the Senate by
mid­February.
A billtoincrease the

state's gastax isamong
the firstissues the state
Senatewill take upwhen
lawmakers returntoCo­
lumbiaonTuesday.
"There's going tobea

lotmore appetite inthe
Senatethis year for re­
forms,"said stateSen.
Tom Davis,R­Beaufort.
Davis filibustered thelast
three weeksof the 2015
session, arguing state
budget surpluses and
existing revenues should
beused topay forroad
repairneeds.
Davis,who hasad­

vocated for givingcontrol
of thestate Transporta­
tion Department tothe
governor,said Thursday

the Senatelikely will pass
aroad­repair bill quickly
because othersenators
nowagree that agency
needs tobereformed.
Davis said senators

need toshowtaxpayers
the stateis spendingwise­
ly themoney available for
roads anddeservesmore.
If senators properly allo­
catemoney and addition­
al moneyis needed,"at
that point and time, I've
gotno problemvoting for
a gastaxincrease," he
added.
Other lawmakers were

not asoptimistic asDavis
onthe timeline. Senate
Majority LeaderHarvey
Peeler,R­Cherokee, said
heexpects senatorsto
approve aroad­repair plan
bythe June end ofses­
sion.
Passing aproposal

couldtake time, allowing
senators towork outa
deal onhow toreformthe
Transportation Depart­
ment, howmuch tocut

stateincome taxes,and
how muchto increasethe

SEE FIXING ROADS,5A

House speakerpromises
'substantialprogress' on education
thisyear,5A

2016'skey
legislative
dates
Jan.12: First
dayofsession

March30:
Filing deadline
for primary
races forall
seatsin the
Legislature

May 1:
Crossover
deadline for bills
thathave not
passed either
the Houseor

Senate to be
consideredthis
year

June 2: Last
dayofsession

''THERE'SGOING
TO BE
ALOT
MORE
APPETITE
INTHE
SENATE
THIS
YEARFOR
REFORMS.
Sen. Tom
Davis
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FIXINGROADS
gas taxandotherdriving
fees.However, Democrats
likely willfight a large
incometaxcut, which
Republican Gov.Nikki
Haley hasdemanded as
partof aroads deal.
Sen. BradHutto, D­

Orangeburg, said the
argument that anincome
taxcut will make South
Carolina moreattractive
tobusinesses isafallacy.
"It wouldbe aradical tax
policy togive that much
money backto themost
well­to­do inthis state,
andto thepoint that it's a
competition (amongstates
for new industries)­
Boeing, Volvo, BMW, the

tirecompanies ­they're
all here.They didn'tlook
at our7percent (state
incometaxrate) and go
somewhereelse."
Whenfully enacted, the

roads­and­tax­cutplan put
forwardby SenateRepub­
licans wouldsave the
state's highest­earning
taxpayers ­those who
make morethan$2 mil­
lionintaxable income­
an average of$62,066a
year,according toprojec­
tions bythe stateRevenue
andFiscal Affairs office.
Meanwhile, 1.1million

S.C. residentswould not
get any taxcut because
they donot earnenough

topay incometaxes. That
includes theworking poor
andsome retirees, who
would pay highergas
taxesand feesrelated to
driving avehicle.
If lawmakers tryto

enact ataxplan that heav­
ily favors thewealthiest
taxpayers,"then we're not
going topass anything,"
Huttosaid.
Lawmakers alsospec­

ulated onwhether the
March30 deadline tofile
for the June primaries
would impede passinga
roads bill.
StateSen. Thomas

McElveen, D­Sumter, said
pressure fromthe business
community will force

lawmakers toact early.
ButHutto said some

lawmakers will bereluc­
tant tovotetoraise the
gas taxbeforethey know
whether they willface
primary opposition.
SenateRepublican lead­

er Peeler said votingfor a
road­repair proposal could
cut both waysonElection

Davis

Day.
"People will vote

against youifyouvotefor
a gas­taxincrease,and
they'llvote against youif
youdon't fix their roads."

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope JamieSelf:
803­771­8658,
@jamiemself
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Thisyear, willthe Legislaturedeliveraplantofixthe state'sbatteredroads?
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Haleysetting ownagenda
in State ofUnion response
Nationaladdressis achancetosharewhat shethinksis
important,Republicansays

Haleysayssheis writingtheaddresswithherstaff

Brushesoff commentsshewas selectedbecausesheis
aminoritywoman
BY ANDREW SHAIN
ashain@thestate.com

Gov.Nikki Haley said
Thursday she plansto
address thechallenges in
SouthCarolina andthe
nation that she thinksare
the mostimportant inher
Republican response to
PresidentBarack Obama's
Stateof the Unionaddress
next week.
Haleydeclinedtoreveal

detailsofwhatsheplansto
say,excepttorepeatthat
sheisgivingan"address"
tothenationratherthana
"response"toObama.
"Icertainly am notone

tocompete againstthe
president or trytoimply
that I couldbe,"Haley
told reporters. "Ijust
wanted totake this asan
opportunity toexpressthe

challenges that Ithink we
haveseen inour statebut
also inourcountry andthe
solutions ...andthe oppor­
tunitiesthat can bethere.
"This willbe verymuch

justan address that allows
metotalk tothe country
inawaythat I thinktalks
about things that I believe
are important."
Haley,the firstSouth

Carolinian todeliver the
Stateof the Unionre­
sponse since thepolitical
counterpointswere started
in1966,said she willwrite
the address withthe help
of herstaff. Shesaid the
Republican leadersin
Congress,who chose her
forthe speech, will have
noinputinthe address,
whichwill air Tuesday

afterthe president'sad­
dress.
"Theyhavegiven us the

leewaytodothis," she
said. "Ihavemyprocess
aswe dospeeches.Iknow
whatIthinkIknow, what
Ifeel."
Haley'sselectionto

deliver theresponse has
led tospeculation about
her political future, in­
cluding how shecould
help the GOPinapresi­
dential electionyear.
The nationallytelevised

speechbolstered chatter
the Lexington Republican
is apossible vice presi­
dential pick.Haley is com­
ingoff ayear whereshe
gained national attention
for herhandling of the
Charleston church slay­

ings, including her suc­
cessful call forthe remov­
al ofthe Confederate
battle flag fromthe State
House grounds.
Haley brushed off vice

presidential speculation
Thursday, sayingshe
plannedto beat theState
House inayear totout the
successesof herefforts to
curbcriminal domestic
violence, an initiative she
announced Thursday.
"We havegotalotmore
things todo,"said Haley,
who gaveaprime­time
speechduring the2012
Republican NationalCon­
vention.
Haley's selectionisseen

as partof theRepublican
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Party's attemptsto win
over female voters,who
will have achance toelect
the first female president
ifHillary Clintonis the
Democratic nominee.
Haley, the daughter of
Indian immigrants, also
helps address aGOP
weakness ­diversity.
The nation's youngest

governor calledsuch talk a

"wasteof time"Thursday.
"I've never gotten into the
speculation of whatpeople
thinkor feel, or whypeo­
ple make decisions."
Democratic leaders said

they don'texpect Haley to
shareacompletepicture
of SouthCarolina inher
address, citing thelack of
money torepairroads and
aid poor, ruralschools.

"(W)hat theycertainly
won't hear about isthe
despair that hasplagued
ourstate asaresultof her
leadership," S.C.Demo­
cratic Partychairman
Jaime Harrison said.
"While she'ssmiling in
front ofthe cameras, nor­
mal people inourstateare
struggling justtoget by."
Haley said shewas

invited todeliver the re­
sponse byHouse Speaker
Paul Ryan,R­Wis., and
SenateMajority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R­Ky.,
during the first week of
December ­weeksbefore
learning the obligation
will causeher tomissher
alma mater, Clemson
University, playing for the
national college football
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championship inArizona
Monday. "It is goingabso­
lutelyto killmetonot be
at the national champion­
ship,but my heartwill be
inArizona," she said.

Gov.NikkiHaley

Haleyunveils anti­domestic
violence measures
Gov.NikkiHaley saidThursday shewants tospend$19
millionto add144 prosecutorsand three judgesto cut
the waiting time fortrials in criminaldomestic violence
cases.

The additionalmoney, whichHaley isincluding inher
proposed statebudget fornextyear, alsoends the
practice ofpolice officers sometimes prosecuting
domestic­violence cases. Thoseofficers canbeata
disadvantage whengoing against defense attorneys,
Haleysaid.

The governoralso signedexecutive orders thatrequire
the state's17 Cabinet agencies to adoptpolicies for
aiding employees withdomestic­violenceissues;mandate
that11stateagencies screenclients for risksof domestic
violence; andextend the deadline forworkbyher
135­member domestic­violencetaskforce.

­ANDREWSHAIN
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Abbeville state
senatordies at77
Staff and Wirereports
StateSen. BillyO'Dell,

R­Abbeville, died Thurs­
day at 77.
Greenwood County

Coroner Sonny Coxsaid
his office respondeda
little before11 a.m. tothe
lawmaker's home,where
hewas pronounced dead.
Coxsaid the causeof
deathis thoughtto be
related toaheart condi­
tion.
SenateMajority Leader

Harvey Peeler,R­Chero­
kee, calledfor a moment
of silenceinannouncing
O'Dell's deathat aState
House meeting.

"When I
thinkof
Sen. O'Dell,
Ithink of
hissupport
forThe
Citadeland
hisgreat
love of

SouthCarolina," Peeler
said later. "Hebrought a
calmnesstothe Senate.He
was veryreasoned. He
didn't talk much,but when
hedid, we listened."
SenatePresident Pro

Tem HughLeatherman,
R­Florence, called O'Dell
an "exceptionalman."
"Hewas aconsensus

SEE O'DELL,7A
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O'DELL
builderand reached
across partylines,"Leath­
erman said. "TheSenate
will sorely misshis voice
and hisleadership."
O'Dell graduatedfrom

The Citadel in1960 and
was CEOof the O'Dell
Corp., a mop,broomand
dust­mop manufacturing
company started byhis
father. O'Dell wasamem­
berof the Senatefor 26
years andchaired its Gen­
eral Committee. Healso
sat onthe Senate's bud­
get­writingpanel.
Gov.Nikki Haley said of

O'Dell, "HemadeSouth

Carolina abetterplace."
U.S. Rep.Jeff Duncan,

R­Laurens, said O'Dell
was "a passionate public
servant whocared deeply

BillyO'Dell

about ourstate andits
people." O'Dell had been
vice chairman of theWare
Shoals SchoolDistrict 51,
president ofthe Ware
Shoals Chamber ofCom­
merce,adirectorof the
S.C. Chamber ofCom­
merce andpresident of
the Ware Shoals Commu­
nity Foundation.

­THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
AND ANDREW SHAIN
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The OneSCFund awardsgrants to
nonprofitsforflood recovery
BY AVERY G.WILKS
awilks@thestate.com
The One SC Flood Relief

Fund has awarded its first
round of grants, totaling
$500,000, to support
more than a dozen non­
profits working on recovery
from the historic flooding
Oct. 4.
The 13 nonprofits that

received grant money are
based in hard­hit areas
across South Carolina.
The nonprofits' projects

range from mold remedia­
tion to complete home
rebuilding, according to a
news release from the Cen­
tral Carolina Community
Foundation, which runs the
fund and accepts donations
at www.onescfund.org.
"We've asked the people

of South Carolina to step
up, and what we've seen so
far is the best in our state –
but there's more work to

be done," Gov. Nikki Ha­
ley said in the release. "If
you were blessed and did
not have damage to your
home, if you were blessed
and able to get back into a
safe place, pay it forward.
Give whatever you can to
support the One SC Flood
Relief Fund."
Nonprofit organizations

can apply for the second
round of grants until 6
p.m. on Friday.

Fourwaystogive
1. Online atwww.onescfund.org

2.Viatextmessage, by textingONESCto 33923

3.Sendingchecks madepayableto Central Carolina
CommunityFoundation­OneSCto Central Carolina
CommunityFoundation­OneSC,2711MiddleburgDrive,Suite
213,Columbia,SC 29204

4.CallingJenni Meyer at(803) 873­2050,ext. 325
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One SCFundawards
grantstononprofits
for flood recovery
BY AVERY G.WILKS
awilks@thestate.com

The One SC FloodRe­
liefFund has awardedits
firstroundof grants,total­
ing$500,000, tosupport
morethan adozen non­
profits workingon recov­
ery fromthe historic
flooding Oct.4.
The 13 nonprofits that

received grantmoney are
based inhard­hit areas
across SouthCarolina.

The recipients inRichland
Countyinclude Central
SouthCarolina Habitatfor
Humanity,Home Works
of America,St. Bernard
Project,United Church of
ChristDisaster Ministries
andUnited Way ofthe
Midlands.
The nonprofits'projects

rangefrom moldremedia­
tion tocompletehome
rebuilding, according toa
newsrelease fromthe
Central CarolinaCommu­
nity Foundation,which

runs thefund and accepts
donations at
www.onescfund.org.
"We've asked the peo­

ple of SouthCarolina to
stepup, and whatwe've
seen so faris the bestin
ourstate –but there's
more workto bedone,"
Gov.Nikki Haley said in
the release.
"Ifyouwere blessed

and didnot havedamage
toyour home,if youwere
blessed andable toget
back intoasafeplace, pay
it forward.Give whatever
youcan tosupportthe
One SC FloodRelief
Fund."
Nonprofit organizations

can applyfor thesecond
roundof grants until 6
p.m. onFriday.

Four ways
to give
1.Online at
www.onescfund.org

2.Via text message,by
texting ONESCto33923

3. Sending checksmade
payable to Central
Carolina Community
Foundation­One SCto
CentralCarolina
Community
Foundation­One SC,2711
MiddleburgDrive,Suite
213,Columbia, SC29204

4. Calling JenniMeyerat
(803) 873­2050,ext. 325
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Relocating?SClooms as
2nd­most­popularchoice
BY AMANDA COYNE
The Greenville News

SouthCarolina remains
the second­most­popular
destination for state­to­
statemoves, according to
anew studyfrom United
VanLines.
The national moving

company analyzed its
customers'moving data
for its annual National
MoversStudy. Oregon was
the most popular destina­
tion for thethird consec­
utiveyear,but South Car­
olinawas closebehind.
United VanLines handled
4,069 movesto andfrom
the Palmetto State, and
2,538of them(62.4 per­
cent) were incoming
moves.Oregon hadan
incoming moverate of
69.0 percent.
The growthof industry

inSouth Carolina, andthe
growthof manufacturing
inparticular, can becited
as an underlyingreason
for the state'scontinued
growth, according to
Clemson University eco­
nomics professorScott
Baier.
The state's status asa

"right towork"state,
meaning employees can­
not berequiredtojoina
labor union,as wellas

FILE PHOTO The State

VolvoCEO LexKerssemakersandGov. NikkiHaleysign
thedeal for theautomakertobuildaplant inS.C.Big
projects likethismake S.C.amore attractivechoice.

attractivetaxrates make
companies morelikely to
relocate toSouthCarolina
thanotherstates, Baier
said. When largecompa­
nies like Michelin and
Volvoestablish operations
inSouth Carolina, it also
becomes moreattractive
for smallercompanies that
supply the larger onesto
moveas well.
Withthose company

relocations andexpan­
sions comenew jobs,
attracting people from
otherstates, including the
Northeast andMidwest,
both ofwhich saw high
ratesof departure, accord­
ingtoUnited Van Lines.
The increase injob

locationflexibility that has
come with easiertele­

commuting optionshas
also increasedpeople's
ability tochoosewhere
they livewith less regard
for wheretheir job islo­
cated,Baier said.
"Youdon't needto

come into abrick­and­
mortar office every day to
beemployed," Baiersaid.
Baier also cited more

traditional reasonsfor
South Carolina's contin­
uedgrowth: awarmer
climate, lower income
taxesand lower housing
prices. Between2010 and
2014,South Carolina's
population grew by4.5
percent, outpacing the
national population
growthrate of 3.3 percent,
according tothe U.S. Cen­
susBureau.
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