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House of Representatives
State of Honth Qarplina

Harry C. Stille
District No. 11 - Abbeville-Anderson- 436-B Blatt Building
Greenwood Counties _ Columbia, SC 29211
P. O. Box 203
Due West, SC 29639 Tel. (803) 734-3066

Commiitee:
Education and Public Works
November 10, 2002

Enclosed is draft data for a study undertaken to assess retention and graduation rates for
public institutional student cohorts (1988 to 1995) Study Phase | and for freshman admissions for
public institutions (1994 to 2001} Study Phase Il

A third study phase for public institutional faculty dealing with faculty class loads and other
faculty obligations is in process (completed for South Carolina) as an example.,

Each area of the study is explained. If there are any critique comments concerning sources
or interpretations of data, please advise me. 1 wish to have the study as accurate and reliable as
possible.

Part of this study relates to those cohorts on four-year institutional campuses who will
never graduate. To my knowledge this is the first time negative rates and cost information have
been looked at in this way. The cost data for each state come from Research Associates of
Washington. This cost data may be deflated because It includes all levels of post secondary
allocation costs per student including two-year and graduate students. Trying to find each state’s
funding level for undergraduates on the four-year campus has proved to be an elusive piece of
information.

Again, | remind you | am open to any and all suggestions. These graduation data do not
include state graduation rates for transfers to another institution within a state. Transfer students
graduation rates may increase a state’s rate by 3.6%.

Our goal is quality public higher education for those who pay the costs--the student, parént
and the taxpayer.

Sincerely,

Dr. Harry Stille, Chairman

Post-Secondary Sub-Committee

House Education and Public Works
HS/sse/stille-1




Study Phase |
SOURCES ON DATA

GRADUATION - RETENTION RATE INFORMATION - TO NATIONAL DATA

Undergraduate Full Time Cohorts Enroliment

Undergraduate Freshman Full Time Cohort Enrollment

Institution

Retention Rates — Sophomore - Junior — Senior Percent Who Return

Graduation Rate — Cohorts Who Entered in 1988 through 1995 and Graduate in Four
Years, Five Years {(when available) and Six Years. (Native student graduation rates)

Class Institution — Money's Best Colleges — September 1996, pg. 138

Student Academic Level. When reporting on the most recent entering class, schools
assign a score from 1 to 5 to the typical freshman:

1.

5.

Student is from top 20% of high school class, has a GPA of B+ or better
and SAT scores above 1,200 or ACT scores above 28,

Top 40% of high school class; GPA of B or better, SAT scores between
1,100 and 1,199, ACT scores of 27 to 28.

Top half of class; GPA of B- or better, SAT scores between 950 and 1,099,
ACT scores of 23 to 26.

Top 60% of class; GPA of C or better, SAT scores between 800 and 949,
ACT scores of 19 to 22.

Grades/scores lower than above.

Admissions Selectivity Rating. (Princeton Review-Time) pg. 98 - 2001 Edition
A general assessment determined by class rank, average test score, acceptance
rate, enrollees. Scale (90-100-mega selective), {80-90 highly selective}, (70-79 -
selective), and under 70 - not selective.

JHM/hcstilesouwrcesondata.doc




South Carolina
Undergraduate Retention/Graduation Rates

ull Time

1993/94/95/96/97/98/99/00/01 1988,89,90,91,92,93,94,95 Cohort
Undergrad. Retention Grad Rates Class
gstudents Freshmen School So.Jr.8r. 4-yr 6-vr Inst.

518 Citadel

1,999 603 74 - 60 70 3
1,914 478 76 59 73

1,887 506 73 67 77

1,814 538 80 56 73

1,801 484 81 60 77

1,854 517 80 60 70

1,876 553 77 59 72

2,013 570 77 63 71

2294 Clemscn U.
11,473 2886 B6- 38 72 3
11,695 2899 86 39 72
11,717 2514 85 38 70
11,907 2474 84 35 70
12,223 2706 84 37 72
12,694 2891 83 38 72
13,288 3034 84 37.5 71
13,140 2543 86 38 69
733 Coastal

3,095 56l Carolina 58- 16 37 4
3,097 604 61 i5 35

3,368 569 62 10 31

3,544 585 61 14 34

3,623 859 63 12 30

3,568 766 66 12 30

3,675 792 65 12 32

4,007 941 67 14 37

1522 Coll. of Chas.

7,121 1058 81- 37 54 3
7,484 1253 80 40 53

7,406 1140 81 38 56

g,128 1434 79 34 54

8,354 1935 78 33 52

8,634 2074 80 32 52

B, 688 2001 80 32 53

8,960 1974 : 80 38 54




South Carclina ~2-

Full Time

1993/94/95/96/97/98/99/00/01 1988,89,90,91,92,93,94,95 Cohort
Undergrad. Retention Grad Rates Class
Students Freshmen School $o.Jr.Sr. 4-vr 6-yYr Inst.

784 Francis .

3,086 796 Marion 63 459 16 39 4
2,952 811 64 14 38

2,823 787 62 15 40

2,597 735 63 10 36

2,648 646 62 13 34

2,532 571 67 16 32

2,450 609 €9 12.6 34

2,586 637 70 16 34

491 Lander Univ.

1,890 354 71 58 27 53 4
2,057 349 68 22 47

2,079 464 66 15 39

2,077 421 67 19 47

2,137 478 67 16 42

2,133 497 69 16 42

2,119 515 68 18 44

2,198 491 67 30 44

613 SC State

3,685 697 79- 16 50 4
3,713 816 78 5 42

3,487 915 79 11 51

3,412 888 79 10 47

3,609 739 79 13 45

3,532 680 78 13 47

3,252 610 79 13 47

3,149 615 79 16 45

2298 uUsC-Cola.

12,410 2993 80- 33 62 3
12,403 2780 80 33 62
12,3759 2474 80 30 €3
12,708 2591 79 _ 25 56
12,847 2750 79 26 56
12,676 2668 80 30 60
12,538 2542 81 27.5 55

13,092 3287 81 37 58




South Carolina -3-

ull Time

1993/94/95/96/97/98/99/00/01 1988,89,90,91,92,93,94,95 Cohort
Undergrad. Retention Grad Rates Class
Students Freshmen School So.Jr.Sr. 4-vyr 6-yr Inst.

300 USC-Aiken

1,802 360 71 €1 14 38 4
1,787 402 63 18 39

1,865 411 71 15 42

1,782 333 68 15 33

1,997 440 71 10 33

2,082 473 71 14 37

2,195 543 71 12 34

2,157 458 72 13 36

315 uscC-

1,984 421 Spartanburg 66 48 14 39 4
1,863 452 64 17 40

2,147 431 72 17 37

2,311 474 64 12 32

2,370 547 60 15 35

2,491 601 63 15 36

2,597 569 64 15 33

2,911 616 66 15 34

3,356 821 Winthrop 76- 26 50 3
3,580 946 76 28 51

3,571 802 80 36 57
. 3,653 654 76 31 51

3,660 826 75 32 53

3,940 971 76 32 55

4,032 907 77 33 53

4,201 946 76 33 54

(93)10,625

51,901 (94)11,655(22%) 75% 31% 58B% 3.55
53,328 (95)11,890(22%) 77.6% 30% 57%
52,733 (96)10,823 (20.5%) 79% 29% 57%
53,934 (97)11,127 (20.6%) 76% 26% 54%
55,269 (98)12,429 (22.5%) 76% 27% 54%
56,136 (99)12,709 (22.6%) T7% 29% 55%
- 56,750 (00)12,675 (22.3%) 78% 28% 54%

58,414 (01)13,078 (22.4%) 78% 32% 54%




South Carolina

1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1953
1994
15895

* Tncludes

# of Undergraduate Students on Campus Who Will
(1988-94)

Data

- 58%
- 57%
- 57%
- 54%
- 54%
- 55%
- 54%
- 54%

T A T

Source:

G:\5C97.8TL

2%
2%
2%
2%
2%
5%*
5%
5%

-4 -

non-graduation

= non-graduation

]

non-graduation

= non-graduation

non-graduation
non-graduation
non-graduation
non-graduation

inter-system graduates

rate -
rate -
rate -
rate -
rate -
rate -
rate -
rate -

40%
41%
41%
44%
44%
40%
41%
41%

n

(1989-95) =

{1990-96)

(1991-97) =

{(1992-98)
(1993-99)

(1994-00) =
(1995-01) =

1888 cost
1989 cost
1590 cost
1991 cost
1992 cost
1993 cost
19%4 cost
1995 cost

$4700
$4700

$5000

®OeBHEBe e

$5200

$5000 =

$4900 =
$5100 =
$5200 =

Never Graduate

20,760
21,864

= 21,621

23,731
24,318
22,454
23,268
23,950

$ 97,573,880
= $102,763,050
$108,102,650
$118, 655,000
$119,158,200
$114,517,440
$120,993,600
= $124,538,640

Commission on Higher Education Data

Institutional Data

U. S. News & World Report - 2003

Peterson's Guide -

2003

Time - Princeton Review - 2002
NCaA - 2001
Barron's Educational Series - 2003




SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS OF STUDY PHASE |

GRADUATON AND RETENTION RATES

Graduation and retention rates at four public institutions are only considered for those
freshman cohorts who enter at any given year and are tracked through that entry institution. All
cohorts are full time degree seeking first time freshman.

This study tracks these students and how many return as sophomores and finally graduate
in six years or less. These are for years 1988 through 1995 cohorts.

It seems at most public institutions in the United States, administrators and faculty do not
care much for that students “hang around” and take extra years to complete their degrees, or in
many cases, never get a degree at all. Most states have more four year institutions in which the
gradustion rates are fifty percent or below than above. In the United States, there are thirty-two
states having system wide graduation rates below fifty percent.

This means for these institutions and states over a six year period of freshman admissions,
there are more students on campus any academic calendar year that will never graduate than
those students who will graduate.

Cost analysis of non-graduates for each state are included. This cost does not include
student/parent costs or federal or state grants and loans. Include these and you increase the non-
graduation costs by three times -- about $24 billion dollars nationally.

Sophomore retention rates in most instances are the key resource to admissions. Selecting
better-qualified and prepared freshman applicants is rewarded in sophomore returnees. Some say
graduation rates don't mean much. When a college has high rates, they use these data in
promoting the institution, but if the graduation rates are low, there are always reasons they are of
no value. Both retention and graduation rates are important in evaluating quality college
education.

All students arrive having taken the same SAT/ACT tests and come from the same high
schools, so there is no reason not to compare all public senior institutions. Academic quality
should be the same for the first time full time degree-seeking students during any given year of
entry.

These data speak for themselves.

HS/sse/stille-2




Study Phase )l
SOURCES ON DATA

Four-Year Public Institutions
Freshman Admissions — Fall - 1994 to 2001

Total Undergraduate Enroliment — Full Time/Part Time Students
Full Time Freshman -~ Those Applied - Accepted — Enrolled with percentages.

SAT 25-75™ Percentile {Old SAT Scores Used in 1994). - (When single scores appear, these
are 50™ percentile scores.)

High School Class Rank — Percent in Top 10% - 25% - 50% of Class.
Percent Freshman from within the State.

State Freshman SAT/ACT Score Average.
All Students Tested on SAT, ACT or Both.
All Converted to Both SAT and ACT.

State Freshman National SAT/ACT Score Rank.

All Above Data From US News 1996 through 2003.
America’s Best Colleges, 2400 N. Street, N. W., Washington, DC 20037-1 196.
NCAA - Enrollment and Persistence Reports, 1994 through 2000.
, Overland Park, Kansas 66211-2422.
Peterson’s Guide — 1996 to 2003. P. 0. Box 2123, Princeton, NJ 08543
Time - Princeton Review - Time-Life Bldg., Rockefeller Center, NY 10020
Barron’s - Profiles of American Colleges - 2003 - 250 Wireless Blvd.,
Hauppauge, N.Y. 11788

State Student Academic Level Institutional Average.

State Student Academic Level National Rank.
These data are from Money’s College Guide, September 1996, page 138. For each
Institution and State Average.
Student Academic Level. When reporting on the most recent entering class,
schools assign a score from 1 to 5 to the typical freshman:
1. Student is from top 20% of high school class, has a GPA of B+ or
better and SAT scores above 1,200 or ACT scores above 28, '
2. Top 40% of high school class; GPA of B or better, SAT scores
between 1,100 and 1,199, ACT scores of 27 to 28,
3. ° Top half of class; GPA of B- or better, SAT scores between 950 and
1,099, ACT scores of 23 to 26.
4, Top 60% of class; GPA of C or better, SAT scores between 800 and
949, ACT scores of 19 to 22.
5. Grades/scores lower than above.

Time/Princeton Review Admissions Competitive Rate vs. Other Institutions
JHM/hcstillesourcesondata.doc
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SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS OF STUDY PHASE Il

FRESHMAN ADMISSIONS

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS FALL OF 1994 TO 2001

The quality of academic ability of the entering freshman cohort student is the key
ingredient to future success and enhances the ability of these students to do college work
and graduate.

There are too many students enrolled each year at public institutions who should
never be on the four year campus as freshman. Those students less academically prepared
should be tracked through the two year system where they can find better success in
making the transition from high school to college.

The enclosed data clearly shows many unqualified students are coming to the four
year campus unfit to do college required studies.

All across the United States, university people in their zest to keep campus student
numbers up to meet budgets allow poorly academically prepared students to enter the four
year system only to fail, drop out or withdraw, never to go back again.

The quality of the entering freshman class is noted in two pieces of data. The
lower side 25" percentile SAT/ACT scores and the percent of those freshman enrolled who
were in the top ten percent of their high school class. Also, in addition those freshman
students enrolled who are in the lower 50" percent of their high school class. It is clear
these latter group of students who are academically in the bottom half of their high school
class should not be on the four year campus as freshman except in rare circumstances.

We must make the four year campus a place where qualified academically prepared
freshman students are allowed to enter and succeed to graduation. Those other students
can track through the two year system and if successful there, these students can then
move on to the four year system.

The number of students from within their own home state is used to show the
academic potential derived from taking the SAT or ACT test for entrance to college. Those
students from states whose average test scores are poor on these tests should be more
diligent in restricting lower half high school class graduates from entering the four year
campus directly from high school.




ey

STUDY PHASE Il (CONTINUED...)

No four year campus should have an open admissions policy.

The whole system as it is now supports the bloated bureaucracy within the
institutions and is excessively costly to taxpayers, students and parents.

The reason the combined means for the SAT or ACT test scores are shown is to
denote how state scores compare for those years shown. Combined means also show all
test takers from a state for that year.

For example, if South Carolina ranks 49" in combined SAT/ACT scores, it is even

more important to limit those students who fall into their lower 50™ percentile of the
graduating class to enter the four year campus.

HCS/rhl/65j-2,3
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Comparative Institutional Listings

The purpose of the following ranks of public and private research institutions is to
determine if there is any degree of correlation between the U. S. News “Best Colleges
2000” ranking of national universities. The Time/Princeton Review “ Best College for You
2000” and The Freshman Academic Admissions Rank proposed by this research analyst.

The data enclosed indicates a correlation of .75 and a reliability of .56 for the
comparison to the public sector institutions.

This data indicates a correlation of .94 and a reliability of .88 for the comparison to
the private sector institutions.

Dr. Harry C. Stille

HS/vhr{2000nov2-10
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