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BetsyBlake remembersthe chaos of Hur­

ricane Floydall toowell.
"It tookpeople 21 hourstoget fromChar­

leston toColumbiaduring that evacuation
because they justwaited toolate toevacuate
andbecause they didn't redirect (Interstate)
26soon enough,"saidBlake, aprofessor in
the University ofSouth Carolina's College of

Pharmacy.
Blakeand herhusband, Kevin, lived in

Charleston andwere partof the massevac­
uation there in1999.For that reason, the
Blakes –whotoday have twochildren in
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Lexington 1 –understand
Gov. Nikki Haley'searly
call for evacuationsand
closingof manyarea
schools forthe restof the
week.
Butthat kind ofunder­

standing wasn't shared
among manyother work­
ingMidlands parents,who
were strugglingtofind
child care optionsfor
three days.
"It'sjust tooextreme,"

saidCarla Johnson, who
was atRiverbanks Zoo
Wednesday morningwith
her 8­year­old son, a Rich­
land 1elementary student.
"There'snoreason they
can'tbe inschoolat least
today, and probablythe
whole week."
Johnson, an employee at

aColumbia­area restau­
rant, saidshe hadtotake
Wednesday offwork be­
causeshe didnot have
adequate time toline up
child care forher son.
"I'man hourly employ­

ee," Johnsonsaid."Not
being there meansIdon't
get paid.... I don'twant to
beinsensitive towhat
others might go through
because of thehurricane
but this is morethanjust
an inconvenience for
those of us withkids."

Johnson wasn'tthe only
parent Wednesday trying
tomanage childcare –and
keep thekids entertained.
By 11 a.m.,zooemploy­

ees alreadywerestarting
tosee larger thanusual
crowds.
"I'mnot sure how many

people have comethrough
the gate alreadytoday, but
alot ofthe questions and
messageswe were receiv­
ingthrough socialmedia
this morning werefrom
people intheCharleston
area wantingtoknowas
they weredriving up with
their families ifwe were
open today,"saidSusan
O'Cain, public relations
manager for Riverbanks,
addingthat the zoowill be
monitoringconditions
over the nextseveral days
todetermine whether
remainingopen is safefor
visitors andzooinhabi­
tants.
O'Cain's ownchildren–

students inLexington­
Richland 5–are staying
with grandparents, as
O'Cainhelps monitor
conditions atthe zooand
her husbandworks extra
hoursthis week asamar­
keting directorfor the
stateelectric cooperative

inCayce.
Other Columbia­area

organizations offered
optionsto helpparents,
too.
EdVenture Children's

Museum, for example, has
increased and extendedits
Club Edventure hoursto
encompass awhole day.
And the StateMuseum
andColumbia Museumof
Artare offeringprice
breaksthrough Friday.
"We doexpect an influx

of kidsfromout oftown
tomorrow andthroughthe
weekend,"said Margaret
Clarkson, EdVenture's
marketingdirector. "We
have had set eventsonthe
calendarsand arenot
planning tocancel unless
the governor tellsus the
roadsare not safe.Today
we have hadagoodsteady
group andhave set activ­
itiesfor the restofthe
week/weekend."
Museumspokespeople

saidthey would bemon­
itoring weather conditions
throughthe weekend as
well.
Amongchild care cen­

ters, severaldecided to
stay open,with someeven
offeringextended hoursto
help parents over thenext
several days.
Someemployees re­

quiredtoreport towork
duringthe governor's
declared stateof emergen­
cywere fortunatetohave
their employers provide
on­site care. Thatwas the
case Wednesday at Pal­
metto Health campuses,
for example, wherea
"DayCamp" offered to
teammembers drew100
children, according to
spokeswoman Tammie
Epps.
Butparents without

these kindsof optionswill
have toget more creative.
"Iimmediately started

making plansbecause five
days shutinthe house is
not good,"saidLexington
residentand stay­at­home
mom DawnFrazier, who
was atRiverbanks
Wednesday morningwith
her threedaughters. "We
are atthe zootoday, we're
going tothemovies to­
morrow andthey've gota
sleepoverplanned at
grandma's."
ButFrazier isn't critical

of thegovernor's decision
toclose schools."At firstI
didn't understandclosing
the schoolsso early on,
but thenwhen I learned
that they were goingto
use the schoolsfor shel­
tersit made sense,"Fra­
zier said.
Like most students,

however, Frazier's daugh­
terswere onboard from
the momentof the an­
nouncement about school
closures. "We get togo do
funthings likecome tothe
zoo,"said9­year­old
fourth­grader Alyssa Fra­
zier. "And itmeans we
won'thave totake tests
this week."
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Abby, Alyssa andAva Frazierwatchsea lionsat
RiverbanksZoo, crowdedwithkids outofschool.

well.
Amongchild care cen­

ters, severaldecided to
stay open,with someeven
offeringextended hoursto
help parents over thenext
several days.
Someemployees re­
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duringthe governor's
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their employers provide
on­site care. Thatwas the
case Wednesday at Pal­
metto Health campuses,
for example, wherea
"DayCamp" offered to
teammembers drew100
children, according to
spokeswoman Tammie
Epps.
Butparents without

these kindsof optionswill
have toget more creative.
"Iimmediately started

making plansbecause five
days shutinthe house is
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residentand stay­at­home

mom DawnFrazier, who
was atRiverbanks
Wednesday morningwith
her threedaughters. "We
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sleepoverplanned at
grandma's."
ButFrazier isn't critical
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the schoolsso early on,
but thenwhen I learned
that they were goingto
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tersit made sense,"Fra­
zier said.
Like most students,

however, Frazier's daugh­
terswere onboard from
the momentof the an­
nouncement about school
closures. "We get togo do
funthings likecome tothe
zoo,"said9­year­old
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Communitygrieves'God'ssuperhero'
BY SALLEY
MCINERNEY

Contributing
columnist
Thereis never a good

day tosay good­byetoa
littleboy, but on Tues­
day, inthelate after­

noon,the small community of
Townville, nestledamongst
corn fields of westernUpstate
SouthCarolina, circled the
wagonsof grief andbegan its
farewell.
Farewell toinnocence.To the

presumption that something
like thiscould notpossibly
happenin suchan off­the­bea­

ten­path place.To a6­year­old
named Jacob Hall.
Jacob, a brown­hairedboy

who lovedsuperheroes, died
Saturday after being shot sever­

aldays earlieron
the Townville
Elementary
Schoolplay­
ground, along
with ateacher
andfellow stu­
dent who sur­

vived. A 14­year­
oldis charged.

On Tuesday,the last good­
byesbegan.

TUESDAY,4P.M.
The trafficonI­85,west of

Anderson,is light. There is talk
onthe carradioof Hurricane
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Matthew.The governor
hasordered coastal resi­
dents toevacuate.
Butat Exit 11,the con­

versation changes.
On abig blackhighway

sign–the kind set upby
the side ofthe roadto
announce delaysdueto
construction –flashes
another kindof message
inorange letters:
"PRAYERS TO THE
JACOBHALL FAMILY
ANDTOWNVILLE."
Itdoes nottake long

fromthe exittoreach
Oakdale BaptistChurch.
Atthe Townville Café, just
offthe interstate, they'll
tell youthe church isjust
upthe road, onthe right.
You'll say thank youand
note themessageposted
tothe café'sfront door.
"Thelanguage youuse in
church isappropriate
here."
Here. Townville. Home

tosome3,000 folks. The
backbone of America. The
kind ofplacewhere people
work hard,go tochurch,
worryabout the crops and

the weather,flythe Amer­
ican flagandkeep their
front porchesswept.
Indeed, thekind of

placethat keeps its head
down,shoulder tothe
plow, waitingfor the
country fair, which iscom­
ingsoon.
Butnow.
Now,the bucolic land­

scapehas changed. Lives
have been upended.
Heartshave beenbroken.
A littleboy hasbeen
killed, randomly, it would
seem.
On aschool playground,

for God'ssake.
4:30 p.m.
The Baptist church is

fairly new. "Andbythe
graceof God," saysalady
helpingfolks toget seated
inthe sanctuaryfor Tues­
day night's visitation ser­
vice, "it's paidfor."
The graceof God.No

oneis talkingabout that
right now.They are wait­
ingfor Jacob'sfamily to
arrive. They arechatting,
cautioningchildrennot to
run intheaisles or stand

onthepews. Theyare
grasping Kleenexesand
grapplingwith the un­
thinkable.
Atthe front ofthe sanc­

tuary, asmall bluecoffin
is set onarolling cart.
Flowersand balloons
surround it. A lifelike
blow­upfigure of Spider­
Manis set ontop ofa
piano.
Children,dressed in

their ownsuperhero out­
fits,admire it all. Itis
almost likeHalloween, so
many people–even the
adults –dressed upin
costumes,so many people
hereto paytheir respects
toalittleboy whois wear­
ingaBatman outfitand
haswith him a packof
Skittles. Who isinacas­
ket.
Rebecca Hunnicutt,

Jacob'sgreat­aunt, seems
tobeincharge of the Hall
family. Manyof its mem­
bers, gatheredaround the
casket, arewearing bright
blue T­shirtsthat say,
"TEAM JACOB."
"We aregoing totry

andget more securityin
ourschool systems," Hun­
nicutt says.
"Achild shouldbe safe

at home,at school andat
church. Whenamadman
can get toourchildrenon
aschool playground,
somethingis wrong. When
we have moresecurityin
ourprisons – whenprison­
ers aremore safeand
moreprotected thanour
kidsare –wegot a
problem. Wehave gotto
beJacob'svoice."
Jacob.
"IfJacob thoughtakid

was littlerthanhim, or
weaker thanhim,then
that's thekidhe cared
about,"Hunnicutt says.
"Hewas asuperhero.
God'ssuperhero."
And 7­year­old Ethan

Hyde's best friend.Ethan
andJacob have been in
the same classroomsince
kindergarten. Ethansits in
a pew withhis grand­
mother. Hegrasps arub­
bery actionfigure that
Jacob gavehim.
"Jacob was mybest
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friend," hewhispers."We
usedto play superheroes
together. I'mreal sad. Me
andJacob would go out­
side and runaround and
pretendwe were fighting
bad guys."
Who won?
Ethan looks up,his blue

eyes brightening.
"We did."
5:30 p.m.
Jacob'smother, Renae

Hall,arrives inthe sanctu­
ary. Shelooks exhausted.
Shereaches the casket
andleans over. Her shoul­
dersshake.
"This isthe firsttime

she has seenhim,"Hunni­
cuttsays. 'I'mjust telling
everybodytogive her
somespace. Sheneeds her
space."
And sheneeds tobe

commended. For she
asked everyonetowear
superhero costumesto the
visitation and funeral.She
told atelevision station,"I
don't wantsuits andties
andall that. There will be
alot ofchildren there and
I don'twant it tobescary
for them."
6p.m.
Fresh haybalessit in

just­cut fields oneither
side of Highway 24,lead­
inginto the heartof
Townville. A DollarGen­
eral ison oneside ofthe
road, surroundedby
small, white clapboard
homes.Brickbungalows.
Nothing fancy.Middle
America. Where some­
thinglike this doesn't
happen.
Butit did. A flagflies at

half­staff at the firesta­
tion. A signnearafield
full ofblack and white
cowssays, "GODISSTILL
INCONTROL. CONTIN­
UE TO PRAYFOROUR

TOWN."
And anoldred tractor,

strunginChristmas lights,
is parkedat the corner
where aroadleads tothe
elementary school.
Butfolks are notmaking

the turn toseethe tractor.
No,they are comingtosee
amemorial of flowers and
notes, balloons and
stuffed teddy bears,which
hassprung upat the
school's entrance.
Peoplestand quietly.

They come fromnot just
here, but otherplaces, like
Anderson. Like JillKinley.
"It really makes you

think, youknow? I saw
that little pictureof Jacob
onthe television andIhad
tocome."
Anolder manstands

nearby. He hasarelative
who works atthe school.
He recallsthe dayofthe
shooting. "Thelaw was
everywhere. Helicopters
filled the sky.Iain't never
seen anything like it."
6:15 p.m.
A yellow sign, listing

safety rules, isposted on
the gate totheplayground
behind the school.
One rule says "Play

safely andbecourteous of
others."
A mockingbird lightson

the topof asliding board.
Sixteen swingsare still.
The fencesurrounding the
playground is chainlink.
There is anew section,
justnearadoor tothe
school, likely wherethe
shooterran histruck into
it beforegetting outand
openingfire onJacob's
first­grade class,which
was goingout forrecess.
Thatshinysection of

fenceis the onlyvisible
evidence that anything out
of theordinary–anything

horrific–hashappened
here.
6:30p.m.
The sunis settinginthe

west. Townville is in
mourning.
Tomorrow will bean­

otherdifficult day.

WEDNESDAY,9A.M.
The sky isclear. The

winds arecalm. Hurricane
Matthewmight aswell be
amillion miles away.
Atthe church,inside the

sanctuary,pews are filling
fast.Extrachairs have
been broughtin. A little
girl wearingapinksweat­
er isrestless. Her mother
stands and rocksher back
andforth. Back and forth.
10:30a.m.
Pianomusic begins.An

announcementcomes
over the intercom,asking
folks tomoveover,to
make room formore peo­
ple.
10:38a.m.
The teachersand staff

of Townville Elementary
filein, wearingblue and
redcapes madeout offelt.
10:45 a.m.
SouthCarolina Gov.

Nikki Haley arrives.She
approaches the casketand
stands there for amoment
or two.Then shereturns
toher seat. Her faceis
drawn. Shehasthe coast
toworryabout. Andshe
hasyet another shooting
toworryabout.
Jacob'sfamily files in

shortlythereafter. Itisthe
saddest of processions.
Jacob'smother isabsent.
A maninaBatman suit
standsat thepodium,
clearshis throat.He says
that Jacob "knewhewas
going tobefamoussome­
day."
Butfor this? Surelynot

this.

A preachertakes the
podium, sparing any plat­
itudes.
"Icannot understand

what hashappened in
Townville, inourcommu­
nity. Ican't make sense of
it. I cannotunderstand.
Thisisn't supposed to
happen."
11:34 a.m.
Jacob'smother comes

through aside door. She
appearshardly ableto
stand. Her grief ispalata­
ble.She isgiven astoolso
shecan sit beside the
casket.
Another preachertakes

the podium."Last week,
evil anddarkness cameto
Townville. Buttoday,
here, there'sgrace and
faith andhope andlove."
"Amens"roll through

the congregation.
Noon.
The governor leaves

through aside door. And
then, thecasket isrolled
away. Jacob'smother
reaches for it.
"Oh baby," shecries.

"Oh baby."
12:08p.m.
Jacob'scasket isloaded

into along, black hearseat
the side ofthe church.
Familyand friends gather
around and watchasit
pulls outof theparking
lot, onits way toAnder­
son, whereJacob'sbody
will becremated.
Itmakes onethink of

ashes.
Perhaps Jacob'swill be

spread acrossaworldin
direneed oflittle boys
who fightthe bad guys
andsuperheroes who can
saveus all.

Salley McAden McInerney
maybe reached byemailing
salley.mac@gmail.com.
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Jacob Hall

KEN RUINARD Associated Press

DaleHall, dressedas Superman,standsbeforethecasketduring
a superhero­themedfuneralservice for hisbrother,Jacob.
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PHOTOGRAPHS BYKEN RUINARD Associated Press

JohnBucklandofHuntington,W. Va., dressed as Batman,speaksduringa
superhero­themedfuneral serviceforJacobHall inTownville.
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Renae Hall,motherofJacobHall,reactsaftera
superhero­themedfuneral servicefor herson.
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HURRICANEMATTHEW

Thousands fleecoast
asstorm nears state

250,000leave Charleston/Beaufort/HiltonHead;still more mayfleeGrand Strand
BY SAMMYFRETWELL

sfretwell@thestate.com

Thousands of people
fled South Carolina's coast
Wednesday, seeking to
escape thelooming threat
of Hurricane Matthewand
the potentially heavytoll
the storm couldtake on
communities across the
Lowcountry.
State officials estimated

the number ofevacuees
from theCharleston­
Beaufort­Hilton Head
Island areas at 250,000.
Another 200,000 people
couldbe evacuated Thurs­
day from theGrand
Strand.
The hurricane's eye

wasn't projected tomake

landfall inSouthCarolina,
but forecasters saidthe
storm couldhave wide­
ranging effectsfar fromits
centerby Saturday.
Tropical storm­force

winds, heavyseasand
coastal flooding were
likely inthe Charleston
and Hilton HeadIsland

areas beforethe hurricane
turns east and moves
farther out toseaSaturday
afternoon, forecasters
said.
"We are tryingto be

SEESTORM, 7A
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STORM
extremely cautious,'' Gov.
Nikki Haley said. "Our
goal isto makesure that
nolives arelost, that peo­
ple get moved outsafely
andthat they get moved
back safely.''
Matthewwas expected

todumpas much asafoot
of rainonthe Lowcountry,
forecasters said.Wind
speeds ofupto70mph
couldbeexpected, even if
the storm doesnot landin
the Palmetto State, weath­
er expertssaid. TheCo­
lumbia area, incontrast,
should get nomorethan 2
inchesof rainwith only
moderatelygusty winds.
Forecast tracks Wednes­

day indicated that the
Myrtle Beacharea could
get heavyrainand high
winds,but not assevere as
onthe lower partof the
coast. Still,Haley said the
storm continuestobe
unpredictable as itmoves

upthe coast.
"This isgoing tozigzag

the entiretime,'' Haley
said of Matthew.
Manyof those leaving

the coastWednesday were
headed tohotels and shel­
tersinColumbia and
Greenville, both wellin­
landand unlikelytosee
much impactfromHurri­
caneMatthew. Manyof
the Columbiaarea's
11,000hotel rooms were
beginning tofill with those
who leftthe coast. Other
peoplewere headed to
cities inother states, in­
cluding Augusta and Char­
lotte.
The memory ofHurri­

cane Hugoin 1989, com­
bined with anOctober
2015floodthat swamped
much of thestate, per­
suaded some folkstoheed
the governor's call toevac­
uate. LanesonI­26 near

Charleston were reversed
Wednesday afternoonto
makeevacuation easier.
"Ifit bringsalot ofrain,

morethanthe storm last
year,whywould I wantto
stay?"asked Folly Beach
resident GabyTrompeter
assheloaded the carat
herbeachfront home in
preparationfor atrip to
Augusta.
Despiteevacuation

orders, trafficWednesday
afternoon didnot appear
clogged onany ofthe
majorhighwaysleading
awayfromthe Charleston
andHilton Head­Beaufort
areas.
Thatcouldbebecause

ofthe lane reversals,but
alsobecause not everyone
plannedtoleave.Some
coastalresidentssaid they
didn'tthink Matthewwas
enoughof astorm towar­
rantevacuation.
"Notunless it makes a

dramaticchange," Hilton
Head'sDale Woolsey said
ofwhether hewould evac­
uate.
"Notunless it looks like

we'dtake adirecthit.
Rightnow, it looks likeit
willbypass us."
Whetherthe stormhas

majorimpactson thestate
ornot, concern aboutits
potentialcaused major
disruptionstopeople's
lives fromthe coasttothe
Columbia area.
Haley ordered most

schools fromthe coastto
the Midlandsclosed, as
both aprecaution andto
help easetrafficduring the
evacuation. The University
of SouthCarolina an­
nounced Wednesday its
main campusinColumbia
would beclosed therest of
the week, andBenedict
College plannedtoshut
down Thursday until next
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week.
USC also wasmulling

optionsfor itsfootball
game with the University
of Georgia.On Wednes­
day night, the schoolis­
suedastatementsaying
the game wouldbe played
inColumbia. Adecision on
otherdetails ofthe game
­scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
Saturday at Williams­Brice
Stadium­willlikely be
announcedThursday, the
schoolsaid.
Eventhough theweath­

er isnot expectedto be
severe inColumbiaand no
morethan afewinches of
rainare expected, issues
arose aboutwhether law
enforcement would be
available tostaff thegame.
Haley said shecould not

commit stateresources to
help with thecrowd.
"Ican't take troopersoff

the roadtogo put themat
afootball game,'' shesaid.
Meanwhile, ShawAir

Force BaseinSumter
expected tomovefighter
jets outof what couldbe
bad weatherareas, offi­
cialssaid. Fort Jacksonin
Columbia waspreparingto
accepttroops from several
Lowcountry military in­
stallations, includingthe
MarineCorps Recruit
Depotat Parris Island.
Also,many stateand

localgovernment offices

shutdownWednesday and
willremain closed through
theweek.
Inpreparation forthe

hurricane,the cityof
Charleston handed out
more than 15,000 sand­
bags for peopletoprotect
their property fromflood­
ing. Cityoffices then
closed at midday.
Haleyand stateofficials

said theywill reassess the
storm's threattothe Pal­
mettoStateearly Thursday
anddecidewhether to
move forwardwith evac­
uatingthe Grand Strand
fartherup thecoast from
Charleston.
Tohelp with theevac­

uations Wednesday, the
statereversedlanes on
severalmajorhighways
that linkedtoSouth Car­
olina'sinterior.
LanereversalsonI­26

eastbound weregoing well
asof 6p.m.Wednesday,
Haleysaid, urging Mid­
landsresidentstostay off
theroads toallowcoastal
traffictomovesmoothly.
OneLowcountry resident
toldThe Statethat before
thelanes were reversed, it
tookhermore than six
hourstoevacuatefrom the
coasttoColumbia.
Inthe Columbiaarea,

thecoastal evacuationwas
expectedtobring more
trafficthroughtown. The

Columbiapolice andfire
departmentsandthe Rich­
landandLexington county
sheriff's departmentsare
staffingmajor roadswith
at least 70 employeesat
intersectionsand choke
pointsnearinterstates.
Shelters also were open­

inginthe Columbiaand
Greenville areas.State­
wide, SouthCarolinahas
morethan 100 shelters
available,if necessary,that
couldaccommodate
66,000 residents, officials
said. By 5p.m., 32 ofthose
sheltershad opened.
Meanwhile, schooldis­
trictsinthe Midlandsand
Upstate sentschool buses
tothe coastto helpevac­
uate those who couldnot
leaveby automobiles.
Anevening update from

the NationalHurricane
Center showedMatthew
moving at 12miles per
hour north ofCuba. With
winds of120 mph,it was
forecast toslidealongthe
Florida andGeorgiacoasts
beforereaching an area
offshore between Hilton
HeadIsland andChar­
leston about2p.m. Sat­
urday. Thestorm then
would turn east,away
fromthe SouthCarolina
coast towardBermuda,
beforecurving southabout
2p.m. Sunday.
By Monday afternoon,

the storm wouldbewell
offshore roughlyparallel
with Jacksonville, Fla.,
according tothe storm
track. There wassome
concern the storm could
doaloopandthreaten the
mainland ofFlorida again.
Evenif Matthewcontin­

ues totrack seaward,the
storm's proximitytothe
SouthCarolina mainland
couldbring5to8feetof
water rising alongthe
coast andpossible flash
flooding, according tothe
National WeatherService.
Heavy beacherosion is
expected.
Octoberhurricanesare

not commoninthePal­
mettoState.University of
SouthCarolina geographer
Cary Mock said he'sfound
evidence that onlythree
haveoccurred inOctober
since 1900. One ofthose
was Hazel,the killer storm
that leveled partsof the
Myrtle Beacharea in1954.
The biggest storms inthe
pastquarter century,Hugo
andFloyd, struck inSep­
tember.

State staffwriters Clif
LeBlanc,Cynthia Roldan,
Jamie Self,JeffWilkinson,
CassieCope, IslandPacket
staff writerDavid
Lauderdale, and the
Associated Press
contributed.
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GERRY MELENDEZ gmelendez@thestate.com
Road crewsclosedeastboundlanes ofInterstate 26fromColumbiatoCharlestononWednesday.
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TRACY GLANTZ tglantz@thestate.com

Inmatesat WatereeCorrectionalInstitutioninRembertfillsandbagsinpreparationforfloodingwhenHurricane
Matthewmakes landfall.Thesandbagswill beshippedthroughoutthe state tocontrolflooding.
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Let's keep
perspective,
welcome

storm

evacuees
TAKE a DEEP BREATH. Take another one.

Count to 10 if you have to.
Yes, you're stuck with the kids out of

school for at least yet another day, even
though you're more than 100 miles inland of where
Hurricane Matthew will hit South Carolina, if it hits
South Carolina, on Saturday, or later.
Yes, you're paying city and county and state offi­

cials to not come to work because the governor or­
dered not only the schools but also the city, county
and state government offices 100 miles inland to
close starting Wednesday, in preparation for the
storm that might or might not hit our state, on Sat­
urday, or later.
And on top of all that, we're swamped with eva­

cuees, who are clogging our roads and our restau­
rants and most places we want to go — half of a state
smushed together in one small place.
This is where we need to remember a few things.

Those evacuees are not here because they want to
be. They are here because they were ordered to
leave their homes and businesses and head inland,
knowing that might not have been necessary. They
probably endured a traffic nightmare far worse than
the delays we're experiencing as a result of their
presence in the Midlands.
We can perhaps understand Gov. Nikki Haley's

caution in ordering evacuations so early: If she wait­
ed until it was clear that the storm would hit South
Carolina — if that does become clear — it would

have been too late to safely clear out the entire coast.
And it's not lost on us that she made her decision
one year to the day after our community and large
parts of our state were devastated by floods that we

never could have imagined or believed would occur;
we're sure it's difficult for her not to have that in the
back of her mind when deciding whether to do too
little or too much. The school and government can­
cellations 100 miles inland are a different story, but
there will be time to talk about that later.

For now, we need to do one more thing: We need
to remember who we are. We are the community
that cares. The community that helps our neighbors
when they are in need. Not just the neighbors we
know, but the neighbors we have never met. Not just
the neighbors next door, or across town, but surely
across the state.

We demonstrated our grace and graciousness and
charity after the floods, when we came together to
help friends and strangers alike. There is no reason
at this point to expect that Matthew will wreak dam­
age even remotely as great as the floods did, no
reason to think the upheaval even for our friends
along the coast will be as devastating or as long­
lasting.
But for today, and at least the remainder of this

week, they are refugees — forced from their homes
with only what they can carry with them, forced to
leave behind their jobs, missing important deadlines,
their personal plans interrupted, their lives disrupt­
ed. And many of them are here with us in the Co­
lumbia area.

We need to welcome them, to do what we can to
make their stay with us less unpleasant. At the very
least we need to resist the temptation to focus on
ourselves and our inconvenience. And when the

storm passes, we need to lend our help as needed to
get them back to their normal lives.
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HURRICANE MATTHEW

Midlands stores busy as
folks prepare for storm
BY JEFF WILKINSON

jwilkinson@thestate.com

For Carolyn Jones,
stocking up for Hurricane
Matthew was prudent on
Wednesday morning, as
her children and grand­
children were coming up
from the coast to stay with
her.
But unlike some cus­

tomers at the Piggly Wig­
gly grocery store on De­
vine Street, her cart had a
only a few staples such as
cereal and milk, not a
large stockpile of bread
and water that is typical
before a major storm.
"I wanted to get a little

extra, but not go crazy,"
the former University of
South Carolina adminis­
trator said. "I remember
last year's flood, and I
want to be respectful of
other people's needs too."
Gas stations, conve­

nience stores and hotels
all were doing a bustling
business on Wednesday as
Columbia residents piled
in supplies in preparation
for shortages, power out­
ages or guests. Mean­
while, evacuees from the
coast snapped up every
available hotel room.

The run on grocery
stores began at noon yes­
terday, store owner Ha­

rold Miller said. And when

Gov. Nikki Haley ordered
evacuations beginning
Wednesday, the deluge
began.
"By midafternoon, peo­

ple were buying strong,"
he said.
Miller said the store

plans to get delivery trucks
in Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday in preparation
for the the rocky weather
and the influx of evacuees
from the coast.

"We've got our supply
lines open," he said,
standing in front of the
decimated bread aisle.
"We should be fine tomor­
row."
Irmo Town Council­

woman Kathy Condom
spent an hour waiting to
park at a local supermar­
ket in order to stock up on
food that doesn't need to
be heated should power go
out in the storm.
But inside the store she

found "a very congenial
attitude" as shoppers
shared cartons of eggs and
other items in short sup­
ply.
"It was terrible, but

wonderful, at the same

time," she said.
Denise Cooper, manag­

er of the Family Dollar
store on Rosewood Drive,
said customers began
coming in about 2 p.m.
Tuesday, wiping out her
inventory of water, flash­
lights and batteries.
"We're hoping to get

more on Friday," she said,
"If the truck can get
here."
Local hotels were al­

ready filled for a big foot­
ball weekend as the
Gamecocks are scheduled

to play the Georgia Bull­
dogs on Saturday night at
Williams­Brice Stadium.
No decision had been
made Wednesday evening
about whether the game
would be postponed or
moved because of Hurri­
cane Matthew.
David Erbacher, direc­

tor of sales for the Hyatt
Place Columbia Down­
town on Gervais Street in
the Vista, said football
cancellations are rolling in
and bookings from people
evacuating the coast are
beginning to snap up the
rooms.

Rates are typically high
on football weekends.

Currently, the rates are
$229 Wednesday and

Thursday and $399 Friday
and Saturday.
But Erbacher said the

hotel is lowering the
weekend rate for everyone
to $229.
"We won't know who is

coming in for the football
game and who is evacuat­
ing," he said. "So we're
lowering it for everyone
just to be accommodating
and do our part."
He added the hotel will

also be refunding all can­
cellations, despite requir­
ing pre­payment on foot­
ball weekends.
At the Inn at USC ­ a

hotel located on campus ­
general manager Andrew
Lucas said cancellations

have yet to come in.
"We're sold out and

people are waiting to see
what happens with the
game," he said. "But our
phone is ringing off the
hook."
Lucas advised those

wanting to book a room to
go to the property's or
company's website rather
than a booking clear­
inghouse site because
rates will likely be volatile.

Staff writer Tim Flach
contributed to this report.

SC0148 State
Page Number: 14Publication Date: 10/06/2016

Midlands stores busy as folks prepare for storm
BY JEFF WILKINSON jwilkinson@thestate.com
63.55 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 1

67012-10-06_14004.pdf

County: Richland



JEFF WILKINSON jwilkinson@thestate.com

A shopper buys some of the few remaining bottles of water at the Piggly Wiggly store on Devine Street on Wednesday.
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HURRICANEMATTHEW

Nearly2Malong coast
urged to evacuate
BY MIKE SCHNEIDER
AND KELLI KENNEDY
Associated Press
MELBOURNE BEACH, FLA.

Hurricane Matthewmarched
toward Florida, Georgiaand the
Carolinas andnearly2million
peoplealong thecoast were
urged toevacuatetheir homes
Wednesday, a massexodus
ahead ofamajorstorm packing
powerthe U.S. hasn'tseen in
morethan adecade.
Matthewwas adangerous and

life­threatening Category 3
storm with sustainedwinds of
120mph asit passedthrough
the Bahamas, andit was expect­
ed tobevery nearFlorida's
Atlantic coastby Thursday eve­
ning. Atleast 16deaths inthe
Caribbean have beenblamed on
the storm,with heavydamage
reportedinHaiti.
Aftermoving pastHaiti, Mat­

thew rolledacross acorner of
Cuba andthenbegan pounding
the southern Bahamaswith
winds of120 mphandheavy
rainonacourse expectedto
take it nearthecapital city of
Nassau.
The storm wasforecast to

scrape muchof the Floridacoast
andany slight deviation could
meanlandfall or it heading
farther outtosea. Eitherway, it
was goingtobeclose enoughto
wreak havoc alongthe lower
partof the EastCoast, and
many peopleweren't taking any
chances.
InMelbourne Beach,nearthe

Kennedy SpaceCenter, Carlos
andApril Medina movedtheir
paddle board andkayak inside
the garageand tookpictures off
the wallsof their home about

500feet fromthe coast. They
moved thepool furnitureinside,
turnedoff the water,discon­
nectedall electrical appliances
andemptied their refrigerator.
They thenhopped inatruck

filled with legaldocuments,
jewelry andadecorativecarved
shell that hadonce belonged to
April Medina'sgreat­grand­
father andheaded west toOr­
lando, where theyplanned to
rideout thestorm with their
daughter'sfamily.
"The waywe seeit, ifit main­

tains its currentpath, weget
tropicalstorm­strength winds.If
it makes alittle shift totheleft,
it couldbeaCategory2or 3and
I don'twant tobeanywhere
nearit," CarlosMedina said.
"We arejust beingalittlesafe, a
littlebit more cautious."
About 20miles awayinthe

town ofCape Canaveral, John
Long saidHurricaneMatthew is
justhype as hisneighborsinhis
RV parkpacked up andevacuat­
ed inland. Eventhough his32­
footRV isjust feetfrom the
BananaRiver andahalf mile
fromthe beach, hehad noplans
toleave.
Long,who ownsabikeshop

andhas lived alongthe Space
Coastfor 30 years,saidhe hasa
generator andenough foodand
water for himself andhis catsto
last aweek.
"There'salways tremendous

buildup, andthenit's nostron­
ger thanan afternoon thunder­
storm," hesaid."I'm notantici­
pating that much damage."

The last Category 3storm or
higher tohitthe United States
was WilmainOctober 2005. It
made landfallwith 120 mph
winds insouthwest Florida,
killingfive peopleas it pushed
through theEverglades andinto
the FortLauderdale and Palm
Beach area.It causedan esti­
mated $21 billionindamage
and leftthousands ofresidents
without powerfor morethan a
week. Itconcludedatwo­year
span whenarecord eight hurri­
canes hitthe state.
As of 5p.m. Wednesday, Mat­

thew wascentered about 400
milessoutheast of WestPalm
Beach andmoving northwest,
according tothe National Hurri­
caneCenter. Hurricane­force
winds extended45miles from
the center.
"When ahurricane is forecast

totake atrack roughlyparallel
toacoastline,as Matthewis
forecast todofromFlorida
throughSouth Carolina, it be­
comes very difficult tospecify
impacts atanyone location,"
saidNational HurricaneCenter
forecaster Lixion Avila.
Florida canexpect as much as

10 inches ofraininsome areas.
InSouth Carolina, Gov. Nikki

Haley reversedthe lanes of
Interstate 26 sothat alllanes of
trafficwere headed west and
out ofCharleston. Itwas the
firsttime thelanes had been
reversed.Plans toreverse the
lanes were putin placeafter
hours­long trafficjams during
Hurricane Floydin1999.
The governor plannedtocall
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for moreevacuations onThurs­
day, whichwould bringthe total
toabout 500,000people inthe
state.Florida urged or ordered
about 1.5 million toleave the
coast,saidJackie Schutz,
spokeswoman forGov. Rick
Scott.Georgia hadaround
50,000peopletold togo.
AtFolly Beach, S.C.,south­

west of Charleston,Gaby

Trompeter loaded hercarto
evacuate toAugusta,Ga. A year
ago when afloodinundated the
statethere was so muchwater
onthe roadnearher house she
couldn't get outfor three days.
"Ifit brings alotof rain,more

thanthe storm last year,why
would I wanttostay?"she said.
PresidentBarack Obama

visited theFederal Emergency

Management Agency'shead­
quartersWednesday tobe
briefed onpreparations. FEMA
hasdeployed personneltoemer­
gency operationcentersinFlor­
ida, Georgia,South Carolina
and NorthCarolina.It's also
positioning commodities and
othersupplies at FortBragg in
NorthCarolina andinAlbany,
Ga.

CRAIG LENIHAN AP

Landscapersridealongastretch ofroad that's partiallyflooded fromrain triggered by thearrival of HurricaneMatthewinNassau,Bahamas, onWednesday.
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BRUCELIPSKY AP

RobEmahiser,top, andKenneth
Bonnof Jacksonville Beach
Ocean Rescueshutterthe
lifeguardstationonWednesday.
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'GREATEST SIGNLANGUAGEGUYEVER'

Meet Gov. Haley's
interpreter forthe deaf
BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com
COLUMBIA

You may have seen him
ontelevision or the in­
ternet –standing nextto
Gov. Nikki Haley and
other S.C. officials this
weekas they discussHur­
ricane Matthew­his
handsand armsmoving in
rapid, calculated motions.
Jason Hurdich, anation­

ally certified deafinter­
preter,hasbeen sharing
with deaf S.C.residents
what theyneed toknow
about the approaching
storm andthe state's
plans.
The Charleston­based

counselor forthe State
Agency of Vocational
Rehabilitation –who once
interpreted for President
Barack Obama–has cre­
atedsome buzzonTwitter
frompeople watching
Haley'snews conference.
"NikkiHaley hasthe

GREATEST SIGN LAN­
GUAGE GUY EVER!"one
tweeterwrote.
Another tweetsaid

Hurdichupstaged Haley:
"Thesign languageinter­
preter isthe best partof
Nikki Haley'spresscon­
ference," andadding his
facial expressionswere
hot –expressed bythree
flame emojis.
Hurdichis anewcomer

tothe Palmetto State.
The New YorkCity

nativemoved toChar­
leston onlytwomonths
ago.
"I'manewbie tothe

state.Ilove it. It'sabeau­
tifulstate.People areso
friendly," Hurdich, who
was born deaf,told The
Statethrough interpreter
Shonna Magee,with
whom heworks at Voca­
tional Rehabilitation.
Hurdichsaidhe didnot

expect tobecome partof
the storythis week, add­
ingheis a humbleguy
who ishappyjust tohelp
get information tothe
peoplewho needit.
"My jobis notabout

me,"hesaid."It's about
the stateandwhat they
needand the governor
needs. I'mjust givingthat
information andinterpret­
ingit tothe deaf citizens
of SouthCarolina."
Inhis everyday low­

profilestate gig,Hurdich
counselsthe deaf and
hard ofhearing.
Havingworked with the

deaf formore than20
years,Hurdich saidhe
finds thecounseling re­
warding. He appreciates
"reallyseeing deafpeople
succeedand knowthat
they candoanything ex­
cept hear,"he said.

BecauseHurdich cannot
hearwhat Haley andother
stateofficials are saying
about the state's hurricane
plans, Magee sitsinfront
of him,listeningtoHaley
andothers speak,and
thensigning that informa­
tion toHurdich.He then
reinterprets the informa­
tion foradeaf audience.
"Interpreting work is

not easy,"he said."It's
hard work."
Butsometimes it alsois

exciting, like whenhe
interpreted for Obama,
who wascampaigning in
Florida, hesaid."When
youget tointerpret for the
president, it's an honor.
It's an honorbecause
you're also servingyour
country."

JamieSelf: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself
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JEFFREY COLLINS AP

JasonHurdich,anationallycertifieddeaf interpreter,conveysthe informationas Gov.
NikkiHaleyannouncesevacuationplansTuesday aheadofHurricaneMatthrew.
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HURRICANEMATTHEW

Columbiaplays hostto
evacueesfrom coast
The Capital Cityis a maindestination forthousands

of evacuees fromSouth Carolina'scoast. Restaurants,
bars andattractions expect tosee abig spike in
business astheS.C. LowcountrymovestotheMidlands.

BY JEFF WILKINSON
jwilkinson@thestate.com
COLUMBIA SC
Alexand StefanyMarks

andtheir three children
left Beaufortat 9a.m.
Wednesdayand arrivedat
the Chapinhome of Stefa­
ny's parents atabout 1
p.m., takingback roads all
the way.
The Markses expect to

beinthe areauntil at least
Saturday, whenAlex, a
pastor at FirstScots Pres­
byterianChurch, has to
decide whether tohave
Sunday services.While
they arehere they planto
attend the Orangeburg
CountyFair, ifpossible, go
toamovieandvisitRiver­
banks Zoo.
They are notalone.

Aboutahalf­millionpeo­
ple across theentire coast
are expectedtoevacuate
the SouthCarolina coast
inadvance ofHurricane
Matthew.And many will
beguests offriends, fam­
ily,hotels and shelters in
the CapitalCity.
"Allyour crazycousins

are comingtotown,"
Marks said."Ifyou have
tobestuck somewhere,
Columbia isn't abad place
tobe."
Gov. Nikki Haley on

Wednesday ordered the
evacuation firstof Beau­
fortand Charlestoncoun­
ties. Thatstarted inear­
nest mid­afternoon. And
Horry Countywill evac­

uate Thursday. Haley
called foreveryone to
move100 milesinland.
That's Columbia.And

the CapitalCity, now
expected tobeminimally
impacted bythe storm,is
preparingtohost a hurri­
caneparty.
"Basicallywehavethe

reverseoftheentiresum­
merpackedintothree
days,"saidattorneyKyle
Michel,aboardmemberof
FirstThursdays,amonthly
openhouseandfestival
heldupanddownMain
Street."Insteadofthe
wholestategoingtothe
beachsometimeinJune,
JulyorAugust,wehavethe
wholecoastcoming(here)
fortheweekend."
Michelsaidthe Main

Street merchantscon­
templated cancelingthe
eventbut decided togo
ahead anyway,as rough
weather isnot supposed to
arrive beforeFriday.
"We haven'tprojected

whether wewill have a
crush ofpeople down
here, but wemight," he
said.
Restaurants andbars

are expectingbig business
this weekend, especiallyif
University ofSouth Car­
olinaofficialsdecide to go
forwardwith the USC­
Georgiafootball game,
which nowlooks likely.
"Alotofpeoplewillbe

comingtotownandstaying
withfriendsandrelatives,"
saidRyanDukes,who
ownstheColumbialand­
markrestaurantBlueMar­
linwithhisfather,Bill.
Gail Hawkins, Woody

Jones andhis servicedog
Chinadoll arrivedinCo­
lumbiafromCharleston
around 1 a.m., Wednes­
day, afterspending about
six hoursinstop­and­go
trafficon Interstate26.
Hawkins, anurse, said

her employerVibra Hospi­
tal ofCharleston, senther
toaccompany patients
that have been transferred
toContinued Care at
Palmetto Health Baptist
Hospital inColumbia.
Hawkinssaidshestrug­

gledtofindahotelthrough
theweekendbecausetoo
manyroomsarealready
bookedfortheUSC­Geor­
giafootballgame.
Joeand KaylaPenta met

their friends Derek King
andCallie Campbell when
they adoptedpuppies from
the same litter.On
Wednesday, the Pentas
are hostingthe couple,
who areleaving their
NorthCharleston home in
anticipationof Hurricane
Matthew.
They planto stay infor

aquiet dinner beforeDe­
rek andCallie driveonto
Asheville. ButJoePenta,
area managerfor Marco's

Pizza, saidheexpects a lot
of businessfor Columbia's
barsand restaurants.
"We'realreadybusier

thanwe wouldbe," he
saidat about 2p.m.
Wednesday at thechain's
RosewoodDrive store.
"There aregoing tobea
lotof peopleout doing
things, trying toput their
worriesaside."
Columbia's movie

houses are almostanat­
ural drawfor localsand
their out­of­townguests.
The Nickelodeon Theat­

re,weather permitting,
will opentwo popular
films onFriday, according
toKristin Morris, market­
ingmanager: "TheBirth
of aNation," depicting the
efforts of aliterate slave,
Nat Turner, tolead are­
volt, andthe documen­
tary, "Cameraperson,"the
film memoir of world
photographer Kirsten
Johnson.
"Ifthere is badweather,

people dowanttogo to
the movies,"Morris said.
"As longaswe are open
andwe've got power,I
would anticipatethat we
would probably seesome
crowds."
Somepeople seethe

stall fromthe weather asa
prime opportunityto visit
the localzoo.By 2:30
Wednesday afternoon,
3,000guests had gone
through theturnstiles at
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Riverbanks Zoo,according
toSusan O'Cain, thezoo's
public relations manager.
The normal expected

drawfor aday in themid­
dle of theweek inOctober
is about 1,000visitors,
O'Cainsaid.
Riverbanks Zoo,widely

acclaimed asthe most
popular touristattraction
inSouth Carolina, fielded
numerous inquiriesearly
Wednesday viaFacebook
asking if thepark would
beopen, O'Cain said.
RiverbanksZoonormal

operatinghoursare9a.m.
to5p.m.,sevendaysa

week.Theparkwillremain
openaslongasweather
permits,O'Cainsaid.
Pets also occupy ahigh

placeon thelistwhen it
comes tonew arrivals in
town.
AtShandon­Wood Ani­

mal Clinic nearMelrose
Heights, callswere com­
inginfrom thecoast on
Wednesday insearch of
boarding space."We're
fully booked for large
breed dogs,"said Mary
Tresca Hoefer,which is an
abnormality for anon­
holidayweek, she said.
Thesameheldtrueat

ElamAnimalHospitalon

ForestDrive."Ourboard­
ingisveryfilledup,"said
ChelseaWilliams."We'rea
fullhousethisweekend."

State staffersRoddie
Burris, Cynthia Roldan
and Avery Wilks
contributed.

''IFYOUHAVETOBESTUCKSOMEWHERE,COLUMBIAISN'TABAD
PLACETOBE.
Alexand StefanyMarks andtheir threechidlrenof
Beaufort,staying withrelatives inColumbia
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TRANSPORTATION

Lane reversals, evacuationroutes:
Here'swhat youneed toknow
AsHurricaneMatthew approaches theLowcountry,

theSouth Carolina DepartmentofTransportation will
reversesomelanesonsomehighwaysin aneffort to
make theevacuationsmoother.

BY ERIN HEFFERNAN
eheffernan@islandpacket.com
Here's whatyouneed to

knowabout evacuation
routes andlane reversals
inthe Lowcountryfor
Hurricane Matthew.
Emergency crewsre­

versedlanes ontwo major
BeaufortCounty highways
Wednesday toallow resi­
dents tocomply withGov.
Nikki Haley'scall for all
coastal residentstoevac­
uate inpreparation for
Hurricane Matthew.
Haley calledfor all the

state's coastalresidents to
evacuate andmove100
milesfrom thecoast,be­
ginningwith greater Char­
leston andBeaufort coun­

ties Wednesday afternoon.
Georgetown andHorry
county willbe calledto
evacuate Thursday morn­
ing, Haley said.
The lane reversals will

remain ineffect until
tropicalstorm conditions
hit the area,said Capt.
Bob Bromageof theBeau­
fortCounty Sheriff'sOf­
fice.
AHiltonHead/ Bluff­

ton ­Onelane is re­
versedtocreate three
lanes traveling west on
U.S. 278. Thereversal
begins at the intersection
of SpanishWellsDrive
andends at MossCreek

Village Drive when the
highwayexpands tothree
lanes after the bridgesto
Hilton Head, according to
Wendell Mulligan, with
the S.C. Department of
Transportation Beaufort
office.
Emergency officials

planto keepone laneopen
headingeast, which driv­
ers will beabletouse to
driveback tothe island
duringthe evacuation,
pending conditionsof the
storm, Mulligansaid
Wednesday.
The reversal lane is

approximately twomiles
inlength anddoesnot

continue furtherinto
Bluffton. Bluffton Parkway
will notbe reversed.
Afterdrivers continue

onU.S. 278 throughBluff­
ton,the right lane will exit
at S.C. 170,where the
highwaynarrows totwo
lanes, anddrivers inthat
lane will proceedtoS.C.
462 and eventuallybe
directed toI­95 Northat
Exit 28.The centerand
left lanes will continue on
U.S. 278.
The center lane will

thenbecome theright
lane andwill bedirected
toI­95Northat Exit 8.

SEEROUTES,4A

FROMPAGE3A

ROUTES
The left lane willcontinue
ontoU.S. 278 toHampton
Countyand eventually
NorthAugusta.
Somelane changing

may bepossible on the
evacuation route but could
becomedifficult anddriv­
ers may have tobedi­
vertedaway fromtheir
intended destination,
Mulligan said.
ABeaufort­U.S. 21 is

reversedtocreate three
lanes at U.S. 21 Business
nearthe intersectionwith
ParrisIsland Gateway
until U.S. 17. U.S. 21 isthe

onlyroad with lanerevers­
als innorthernBeaufort
County, according toS.C.
DOT.
The remainingright

lane will bedirectedto
U.S. 17NorthtoS.C. 303
toWalterboro. The left
lane will bedirectedto
U.S. 17South, thentoU.S.
17Alt/U.S.21 toYemassee
andultimately toNorth
Augusta.
ACharlestonto Co­

lumbia ­Afull, four­lane
reversal onI­26inChar­
leston begins at thein­
terchange of I­26and

I­526. The full reversal
continues west until the
I­26crossover toI­77just
outside Columbia inLex­
ingtonCounty.
AHorry County­

Horry Countyhastwo
four­lanereversals: S.C.
544 toU.S. 378and S.C.
22(ConwayBypass) to
S.C. 576nearMarion
County.
All otherroadsnot list­

ed aboveshould have
normal lane directions,
according toS.C. DOT
officials Wednesday.
Lowcountryresidents

were discouraged bythe
governor andfirstrespon­
dersfrom stayinginthe
areaafter Wednesday
afternoon. Thosewho do
stay, however, shouldbe
abletotravel freely inthe
areaduring theevac­
uation. If weathercondi­
tions deteriorate, that is
subject tochangeinthe
coming days,saidBrom­
age ofthe BeaufortCoun­
ty Sheriff's Office.
Comfort stationsare set

upalong theevacuation
routes includingwater and
bathrooms forevacuees,
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Haley saidinaWednes­
day morning pressconfer­
ence.
Most hotel roomsinthe

Midlands werebooked by
Wednesday morning, but
there were stillopenings
inthe Upstate, Haley said.
InGeorgia, Gov. Nathan

Deal issuedastateof
emergencyfor 13 coastal
counties, and residentsof
the state's coastalislands
were urgedto evacuate.
Secretary of Trans­

portation ChristyHall

urgesdrivers touse ex­
treme cautionduring
hurricane conditions,
particularly those using
reversedlanes to evacuate
the coastalareas.
"The usualrulesof the

roadare changed inre­
versedlanes. The revers­
als aredesigned to keep
trafficflowing; however,
traveling speedswill be
slower thannormal. Driv­
ers needtopay extra at­
tention whileinreversed
traffic,"saidHall.

ErinHeffernan:
843­706­8142,
@IPBG_Erinh

''THEREVERSALSAREDESIGNEDTOKEEPTRAFFICFLOWING;HOWEVER,
TRAVELINGSPEEDSWILLBESLOWER
THANNORMAL.
ChristyHall, S.C. Secretaryof Transportation

REBECCA LURYE rlurye@islandpacket.com

Traffic waslightWednesdayeveningas lanesalongU.S.278werereadiedfor theevacuationaheadofHurricane
MatthewinBeaufortCounty.
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Evacuationbegins, but
where is thetraffic?

Thousands ofBeaufort County residentswereexpected tobegin
evacuatingWednesday inadvanceofHurricaneMatthew, butmany
people appeared tobewaiting.Meteorologistssay thestorm is
likely toreach coastal SouthCarolinalate Friday orearly Saturday,
bringingwith it the potentialfor torrential rains, floodingand
highwinds.

BY LUCASHIGH AND TERESA MOSS
lhigh@islandpacket.com
tmoss@islandpacket.com
U.S. 278on Hilton HeadIs­

landand throughBluffton was
largely vacant onWednesday
evening, even thoughthe high­
way's trafficwas set tobere­
versed for evacuations related to
Hurricane Matthew.
Gov. Nikki Haley earlierthis

weekordered a 3 p.m.evac­
uation of thecounty ­andas
that deadline approached, mil­
itaryand lawenforcement per­
sonnel were positionedat most
majorintersections alongU.S.
278 andS.C. 170.
Joy Riley,Lowcountry pro­

grammanager for SouthCar­
olina Department of Trans­
portation, said she witnessed
first­hand thedifference be­
tweenthe Charleston andBeau­
fortCounty evacuations while
driving fromColumbia earlier in
the day.
"It wasapparent peoplewere

leaving Charleston andheading

toward Columbia,"Riley said.
"... I don't knowwhatis happen­
inghere inBeaufort.Idon't
know if theyleft alreadyor if
they arestill workingontheir
houses."
Capt.Bob Bromage, spokes­

man forthe BeaufortCounty
Sheriff's Office, said thousands
of peopleleft priorto theofficial
start ofthe evacuation. He said
it is possible manypeople are
watching the trackof thestorm

SEE HURRICANE, 8A

Here's whatyouneed to know
AStoresand businesses acrossBeaufortCounty

were closedon Wednesdayas trafficflow
reversalswere putintoplace tohandlethousands
of evacuees ahead ofHurricane Matthew.

AMeteorologists say the Lowcountry canexpect

to seetheworstwind andstormsurgeimpacts
onSaturday andthrough Saturdaynight.

ABeaufortCounty could see anywhere from4to

15 inches of rain startingThursday eveningand
goingthrough Saturday.

AThe storm batteredHaitiand Cuba,killing at

least11peopleand washingoutroadsand
bridges.The deathtollwas expectedto rise.
..................................................................................................

MOREINSIDE

A What youneed to

knowabout lane
reversals, 3A
A Will the waterand

power be shutoff?5A
A Meetthe governor's

sign language
interpreter,6A
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Visitislandpacket.com
and
beaufortgazette.com
for videos,photos and
thelatestBeaufort
Countystormnews.
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HURRICANE
andseeing that it won'thit
until the weekend.
The worryis that every­

onecouldleave at once
right before thestorm hits,
hesaid.
While driversmay have

put abit ofwear andtear
ontheir brakesduring
stop­and­go trafficnear
the Interstate95inter­
changes, the county's
evacuation was going
smoothly asof late
Wednesday afternoon,

BobKudelka ofthe S.C.
Department of Trans­
portation said.
"Ihaven't heard ofany

major(transportation)
problems," hesaid.
Leading uptothe evac­

uation,area gas stations

soldout offuel and bot­
tledwater flew offgrocery
storeshelves aslocals
either prepared tohightail
it outof town or hunker
down at home.
Manystores andbusi­

nessesshutdown
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Wednesday afternoon,but
someowners vowed to
keep their establishments
open aslong aspossible.
DavidMartin, ownerof

the PigglyWiggly storein
Coligny Plaza onHilton
HeadIsland, saidhe"will
stay open aslong (he) has
the stafftodo it."
"It'sreally not about

making moresales," he
said."We aretrying to

provide aservice."
While the forecastre­

mains uncertain,Beaufort
Countycouldsee four to
10inchesof rainstarting
Thursday evening and
throughSaturday, Nation­
alWeather Servicemeteo­
rologist James Carpenter
saidWednesday.
Meteorologists at the

WeatherChannel are

DREW MARTIN Staff photo

S.C. DOTworkersplacepylonsinaneastbound laneof U.S.278as therecently completedBlufftonFlyoverloomsover thebarren highway. Thepylonswereplacedas partofthe
state's plantoreverse an eastboundlanetoease congestion for thoseevacuatingHiltonHead Island.Crews startedan hour laterthanplanned, butthetrafficnevermaterialized.

predicting10 to15 inches
of rainincoastal partsof
the county.
Carpentersaidthe area

couldsee 100 mphwinds,
life­threatening ripcur­
rents, isolated tornadoes,
torrentialrains andflash
flooding betweenFriday
andSaturday.

Lucas High: 843­706­8128,
@IPBG_Lucas
Teresa Moss:843­706­8152
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