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Paris

Mt. overlook

road set to close

Th erdrloek frem Towar Read on top of Pass Mountain is covned with trash and graifinl,

@ 1 heard the road 1o the Paris
Mountain overlook spot is going to be
a:mgl and closed te the public, s this
true?

Amy in short: Yes Graffiti, litter
and security concerns have led to
changes thar will bar the driving public
from the popular lookout,

A bit more: Known for its grans
views of Greenville, Tower Boad, the
smil] rossd that turns off AltEmont
Road and climbg toe the mountainton
wisere many & radio tower and besotted
tecnage couple ean be found, has i re-
cent years become the target of ram-
pant vandalism

Graffiti, some of it of a vulgar ar of-
fensive nature, covers mearly overy
reachable surlace, incleding building
walls and the road stselfl, Litter is wide-
spread. Chain link fences are pried
e,

Thingrs came to i head in the lost

Amy Clarke Burns

atapriligresesiieni tom

By

year or bwo when someone armed with
spray paint circumvented o fence anid
comoerting wire o deface Greenville
County emergency communication fa-
cilities located atop Parls Mountain.

“We ot tagged, and we got tagped
bad,” said Rick Blackwell, director of
Greenville County ERIL

HDGH HDUERUHHETARF

AL onc poant, the county painted
South Caroling ETV's transmatter facil-
ity, which shares a site with the county
equipment, cnly to have the geaffiti
back within a week.

“Folks are continuing 10 climb the
femce and come in there,” Blackwell
said. “It's a sccurity issue forus.”

He considered several options for
mldressing the problem, including per-
haps o park.

“Mayhe if we made it comething
where people wanted to go, maybe
they'd take better care of it,” he sald,

That iden would prove unfeasible,
and officials explored closing the road
i the public.

“1 don’t like the sfea of ug Laking
soarcthing away that's een such a hall-
mark,” Blackwell said. “1 don't sec an
other way around this thing, Omecc

See QEAMY, Page 98

FRILTTAST

L5 Sen. Lindsey Graham sald monsy to
duesign and build a courthowse i in bill,

Funding
found for
courthouse,
Graham says

RUDOLFH BELL

DRI CAT FHVLL DS OO

Money to desipn and build a new fed-
eral courthouse in dewntown Greenville
s been included ina yenrend spending
il that Congress is schedubed 1o vole on
Friday, according 1o LS. Sen. Lindsoy
Graliam's offee.

Geaham's office sabd late Thursday
that the kill includes about $92 million for
site design and construction of the long-
plannegd courthouse on what is now a
parking lat along East Morth Street next
to the Creocnville County Courthouse.

The total cost Is expected to be SH03
million and Congress had already appro-
priated $11 million, Groham's of fice said,
The twoedcre development site was pur-
chased in 201

Graham, a member of the Senate Agr
propriations Committer, prodicied the
courthouse would “soon become reality.”

“This has been a high prierity for com-
munity kenders for yenrs, and I'm very
pleased it looks like woo are now going 1o
ot it ovver the Tinish Lline,”™ he said in
statement.

The now courthouse would be 10 sto-
ries tall and called the Carroll A Camp-
bell Ir. Federal Courthouse after the for-
mer governot From Greenville.

The building would hkouse the courl
functions that mow lake plaoc @n the
Clement F. Haynesworth Federal Build-
ing along East Washington Strect,

Graham, who's seeking the Republi-
can  nomination  for  president,  sadd
Grecnville “loag ago oulprew™  that
“small federal bullding, forcing many
agencies o lease space in arcas less con-
venient for the public and making the
court’s aperations less efficient,”

Thie Howse ind Senale were scheubed
I vl Friday oo the bill, a %11 rrillion
measure o finance the federal govern-
ment, The Associated Press reported,

Greenville Mayor Kmox White said it
has been about a decade since Congress
firs! recognized the need for a new courd-
houge, “s0 we are glad the funding is fi-
mally in place. We approeciate Sen. Gra-
ham’s perslstence in moving this project
forward, He has been a great partmer
with the city of Greenville™

2 Chefs leaving Poinsett for Main + Stone






MATION: New Orleans to remove Confederate monuments. A7
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Deal could save Mt. Holly smelter

) seeking to operate plant at 50 percent

sapacily while lwmakers work on selution
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Women in combat:
Move sparks debate

Many say defense chief’s order long overdue; others disapprove
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Afize Barry, an Army veleras who served in frag a5 sn iniemegaton, will graduate from The CRadel in May snd wasis to move inbo
i bt rediw theat the mdlinaey hag opee ned thait O ko 1o wiodmesn .
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Manatee in trouble needs helping hand

Boakers on Cooper
asked to help look
for seeond sea cow
BY RO PETERSEN
[ e R T g

A huge, coascialed manalee han
boen sesread In the Gooper River
amd searchrs are breping an epe
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Syrian
refugees
settling
inS.C.

Haley, who fought
federal program,
airs her coneerns

BY CYNTHEA ROLDAN
croldangipoilinderuricr.oom

COLUMELL — A e age Syrian
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conding b e cepaniration belping
rehsali Ehe rofogne
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Berkeley
rejects

curbs on
shooting

Seunds of targel
wactice prompled
whdown of 3 schools

BY BRENT R1NINIE
Brindpngiportandcrsrier com

MO S CORNER — Afier Sanpgs
rec Bkmentary School and two-other
narby shoodvwere pet on bodkdown
Iecarie & edghbos wid L
priuciice, a Beroley Courr
man wanked bo maks vure & rrwr
happenod agas

"We (i regulsle comimon
wenc, bul W cas Iry brssale them
thisk the news dime that ey warg

1o the O B dncidend

Mewell progsiniad an didifs e that
wireld have hanned dhooling flze-
arms wiibin 2% varde of g hools,
Pesdisek, plavgrissals. parks s Sy
tares In wninéorporaled party
the Berkedy Cossty, but could
BEL el SUPPORT 10 pass ihe
Shdiuie.
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Brandon
Mcllwain
enrolling
early at USC
to play
football and
baseball, 1B

Will 26-day
break
affect
Tigers’
shcmnng at
Orang

anl'? 1E
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EXCLUSIVE | BULL STREET NEIGHEORHOOD

Student housing in

first residential plan

$55 MILLION

Progeatod invesbment

234

Aparbments in comphes

USC FOOTBALL 6.33
FRESHMAN
e o muaskedly defferent fooems Calhoun Strest, which i Acneage that val alow
PLAYER SHOT | Developerto U the high-rises that mos3 the sosthern bowndary of | for 8 compiss st mosphens
be last in line cheblancpftbestateion other new complexes BullStreer Commen,
Gamecocks fovtball have offered. aceording 1o architeciuzal
player Shameik Tor cou niy's Saudeny heating i The develaper, Haven  drawings that Haven schedubed ti open in
- coming to the Bull Sreet Campus Commeanilics of  submitted 1o city plan- April, bt dogm'l abat
Blzehshear shot an SM-percent neighborhood with about  Atlazaa, plans s buld ners, The site isbeyond  the stadiam.
Columbia spartment bre « 555 mtillion, dx-building 234 apanmcnts oa al- the eererfid sight line The projedt inslules a
complex. 1B tax break campis of aparimont and  mesd &5 acros 31 Grege al the diy-owned base-
g townhouses that are and Bamwell strects off bafl stadiom that is SLE AFAETMENTS. T8
| SC LEGISLATORS
Attorney
¥
general’s
* .
OpImIon
low to

ethics probes

WY LASSE €T
svepeithnTafe. i

Effons po expand the in-
vestigation of possills cibics
vialations by state lawmakers
have suffered a blow, thanks 1o
arindoes foom 5.0 Aoy
Gerral Alam Wilson's afiee.

[n a Dec. 11 opinion, Wilson's
affice said legistarors can spend
campasgn ey on husissisci
thaat they or their relafives run.
The oginion alao said 5.0
Flouse majonry |lesders can
send GOT cascus budingsa lin
\hezir aowen firmis.

Thie apinions were pogoested
by kar Civciit Sakicitor [havid
Pascor, whi ix invesiigating
lrwmmaloers named in a Stake
Law Erforcement Division
st Demacrat Pascos ook
over that investigation after
Repablican Wilson recused
hirssel, saying he might have a
sonflict of interest brcamse of
the Legislators named in the

AN AL RASAY il b T Wl

Landen Mchlee, Rachel Medlon, dhosigd a0 Princeis Leta, and Thomas Aetrey, dreied a3 Han Solia, wilt in ine Thursday ba enter the
theater 34 Columinlana Grande on the opening night of “Star Wars: The Foroe dwakens.

FORCE AWAKENS
THEATER CROWDS

Newest ‘Star Wars' film excites fans; screening helps children's shelter

SEEETHICS, 8A

n P e
The pop culte
‘PN?L ﬂ:e Stephen Miana's bippest fear in pHanning bis

"hrar Wars! The Farce Awakens™ charity event
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CLOSING IN ON

PARK GOAL

Beaufort County secures Huddle House
to clear way for Boundary Street park

Estahblished in 1897

The Huddle House on Boundary Street as seen on Thursday moming In Beaufort

“It's
kind

of this
perfect
morment
in time
when
all of

Lisa Lord,
Aumal and

A plisl T &l s

By STEFHEHN FASTENAL
sfagenan{Ebeaufortpnzetteoom » 843-T06-BIR2

eaufort County Council

took another step this

week toward ereating a
planned passive park and open
views along Battery Creek in
Beaufort.

Council voted Monday to buy
the Huddle House property on
Boundary Streat for 5506,000.
The county's purchase is con-
tingent on Beaufort securing
Sea Eagle Market and Beaufort

S SR DR [, . PRSI I

deal currently under contract.
Those acquisitions seem im-
minent as the entities work to
clear the area from United Way
on the south side of Boundary
Street east to the cemetery.
The work would serve to cre-
abe an inviting gateway into the
city to pair with an overhaul
of Boundary Street during the
next two vears, city and county
leaders say.

PROFERTIES

* Sen Eagle Mar-
kit and United
Way bullding:
Thee county’s.
purchase of
Huddle House
s contingent cn
Beaufort secur-
ing Sea Eagle
Markot arnd
Beaufort County
Open Land Truest
Bryirg the Unit-
ed Way building.
a deal currentiy
ureder conkract,

GELAYMA EARLEY = =aalf phoon

75 cents

Report:
Obama

trips top
$70M

Far 2015, astimataes put the
cast of the Obamas® trips that
are all or largely personal at
more than $11 million.

By ANITA KUMAR
“Tribune Washington Bureau

WASHINGTOMN — Thoere was
thee weekend trip for President
Barack Obama and his douglhiters
toMew York, includimeg a Brosdway
show amed a private muscam tour,

The sk lrip tiv Aspren, Cobo, for
first kndy Michelle Obama in Feb-
ATy

And lots and 1oz of golf in Flor-
o, Samatheern Coliforniz and Mar-
ther's Wineyard, Mass.

Mow az the Obama

MORE family departs today
INSIDE ot 1% anaael hodicay
Far alist vacation to Hawabi,

of the mew estimates pat the
Obamas™  price igofthe Obam-
nps, o e S trips that are
toBA all or Bargely personal

at SILG million for
travel costs alone, nocondingg torthe
conservative group Judicial Watcl,
based on fisderal government pe-
cords. That bringgs the overall cost
of personal or largely personal
1wl 1o an legat £7005 million sinee
Ofbearma tosok office in 3008 accord
ing to the growp’s analysis,

The costs of Alr Force One and
other povernmient planes as well as
helicopters, linos and otherumnigque
parts of presidential travel often
e qmsl!inn:s abwonat Ve rused.

“Wly o, we can't afford it said
Tom Fitton, president of Judicial
Watch, which is pushing for less
personal trave]l and for security
changes.

But others call it a necessary part
of security and convenience for a
ORI Ille'l"'jEI'EIIIiL'F.

“In this environment, [ don't
think ampone on gither side of the
ai.-sl;: 1% ;bch'uc;l!ing lor l|u.:|:|1 ton ey
ess™ sadd Dave Carney, a2 White
Haouee political director for Presi-
dent Georyee HIW, Bush and a critic
of whnt e called posh Obama -
cations. “Mo one wanis o say we
need less security and then some-
thing happens,”

The White House disputes the
travel numbers, saying that some
of the trips the group cites inchede
work activities,

Oy’ bripeto Cal Homda in June,
for exammple, included a specch to
LS, Conference of Mayors in San
Frozueisco s well as |m|ri|1 Palny
o e
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Mike Brock named finalist for Caterpillar award

B ARTIE ARVIDSON
adrdscnBhan st e Nt Lom

Mike Brock, a mative aof the
Hareswille area, has  reeenily
been honomed by Caterpilkar
Brock’s Grading and Land Clear-
illt: COMPATY Wik aederted a5 a
fimalist fioe the Equiprsent Workd
2016 Comtractor of the Year
averard, which will be anmounced
in Las Vegas in March 2016,

Seven men
arrested in
drug sweep

et el s

DABLINGTON — The Darlingron
County Sherills Office Drug Unit
:Llun? with agents of the Bureau of
Abeahol, Tolaeeo, Fiesrms and Ex.
plosives and Hamaville city police
E:xtfr ise'-fra] amﬂ:i on D::hc I on

il el e el eleu i (=8

The ml.'enP:mmrmecqu]L?Im
between 10 years andlife in prison if
convicted of the charges.,

Dackington County Sherll Wayme
Byed sald the arrests are part of an
ongoing imvestigation with the ATE

“There was drug activity and deal-
erahip we weee aware of,” Byrd sabd
“We had enough o put wopether a
case”

Arvesledd in the Sl Wi

Andrew Joseph Boan, 31, federal
weapons charge.

Badeem  Bragg 24,

See DRUGS, Page 5A

Upgrad

federl

es of
public parking
lot coming
this weekend

Rl repbels

Dovnitowm Harisville visiiors will
ser infrastreciune i.1|1prm‘1:|:m'||r
wotk in the public parking lor on
East Camolina Avenue, near the
Harnsalle YMCA, on Saturday and
Sunchig as the Jot is 2el-coaged and
restriped.

T;m:]]pnu'u:un of the Jot closest
Cargill Way, Jones Family Eyecam
anel "|".’a|:|dt?i'| # Reed, Im".bliﬁr'}i;md-
uled 10 elose early Saurday mom
ing to allmw crews to seal-coal the
Iok Thee apea will chose again Sunch
msomming for e lot w be resteipe
and should reopen soon - aflier-
wand The adjacent parking ancas
il erwmieel by the ity of Haresville,
closest 10 Bizzells Food & Spiris
and the front door of the Hartsville
WMCA, will not be alfected by e
closres,

Carerpillar sponsors the oom.
1est, which i deslgned 1o hon.

1o marinate you, and then they

Fint responder

po through an

or  consirection
:l.:-lllEmir:- with
enl man
|| apemem practices
that have annual
s between
f3millionand 515
milkion,
“Someont  has

tagr 2"

_:___I,_

process,” Brock said “[0 was a
big deal o be homored in the

Brrock said his company is the
only one from South Carolina
among the top 12 finalists

I dan® know wls nominated
" e sakd “This i prenty pood
fior & poor boy from Pine Ridge
with not a ki of ediecation.”

Brrock stacted in the business

II'I'.W[SH'I“JI.

in 1998, He said there ane not
msany people in his indusmy
Brock owns a grading amd
hl}ll-(:ll:‘zliu:ﬁ business i Harts-
ville, with an office in Colum.
bix He t= a geveral commacior
He says his business Balls in the
23 anillice 1085 mmillzon can
“My gramdfaher ran a
diozer all my life,” he said
Leaming to operate ome wis
a nawral thing for o His

gramdfather, who tught lham, is
T 89 vears old, Broek said,
“He wanied to seemesuccesd,
and he still watches me. [ guess
T is prowd,” Brock said
HesaidhisgrandEather worked
Tar him inte his late 705
O Brrock  snacted  his  Dausiness
1‘5'““_ wiith the purchase of 53 acres of
land and some equipmmen,

Sec BROCK, Page 54
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L. Jamas Varey with the Hartsvill Fire Department has been mamed 2005 Firefighter of the Year,

Lt. James Veney honored as Hartsville Firefighter of the Year

BY ARTIE ARVIDSDN
ANnLBh S AlETE Lo Lo

L1 lames Veney has been named the
2015 Firefighrer of the Vear by his fellosw
firefighters at the Hartsville Fire Depart-
ment. The award was presented 2t e
anmsal Chrisineas dinner Des, 3

Veney has been with the depanment
fior Frve years. 16is his fest time {0 roceie
thie awsard

“Itks-an onor w0 be selected and work-
ing with these guys.” Veney said, “They
sk anee U firearan theat | ama They are
a grean group of g and Lady who [was
vored on by

Viersey said hoe was very surpised, hon-
omed and humbled by this recognition
from his prers

“1 rank this up theve with geling oae.
ried and having our kids,” he said,

Vienvey said he believes he was chosen
for this hosor because of his sbility ©
work and get the job done.

1 am abways available when someone
neeids of” hesasd.

“Lan jiese i lmable persan. [keep God
and Eapdly firse,” Tve said. 1 love sendng
the Lord, working with people, and | am
very thankhul”

Ve said swhart he most likes abaurhis
jolis that he is able to help someone on

what could be (he worst day of ther life,

“[t could be as simple a5 buming up the
popcam ine Ele macnrssve,” hee saixl,

Veney said he has abeays waneed 1o be
a firefighter

When he lived in Washington, DNC,

ving up, Venry saglt he vl arcanc
%mmmeriwn the fire station.

A native of Lee County, Iee is married o
Brauty Veney Hee has fore chikinen, sov-
en gradehildren and an eighth on the
Wil

He is. a Mason and voluntecr Arefighter
with the Lew Counly Fire Department.
He previously watked with EMS in Lee
Ciountg

Cuker College celebrates wmter 2015 commencement

Froam st reports






IN SPORTS: Former Crestwood star going bowling with Georgia State B1
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New crop of toys
teaches kids
codingskills A6

Hyatt Place coming to Main Street

Thi: commities approved the
hatel designs during the mesting.
Moerslith Dieakeford of Dk
ford Architects said the four-sto-

ry hadal will b i tolal of S@
roamis, [ive of which will be
handicap-aceessible doulle
re<sms on the first Noor,

The Hyatt Place willl be located
a1 14-2¢ M. Main 51, and will fea-

tare: the company”'s signatuire
roaftop design. known as the
“edges” an asymmetrical reflec
tive structure, above the drive.
way entrance that will Dee b
twoen the hotel and C. Anthony's
Menswear.

Hotel amenitios will inglude 2

The beaad architect for a new
dmwilown el annauneesl dues
ing Sumier Historie Preservation
Deslgn Beview Committess
meeting Thursday that it will be
a Hyatt Mlace that will grace

it Sdrec, SEE HOTER, PRCE A7

Toys for Tots in need of donations

REITHGEORMEE | THE SBMER FEM
Diane Degman bags up a toy to be distributed o children by the Toys for Tots program at the collection point on Bultman
Dirive an Thersday. Mayor Joteph T. McElveen and Sumter County Cowncil Chalrwoman Meomi Sanders have officially pra-
claimed December “Toys for Tots™ month, Toys Tor Tots is the annual drive campalgn by lecal WS, Marines to collect new toys
for needy children in the area, Unfortunately, the campalgn has more toy requests than toys or checks with Christmas raped-
Iy approaching, said Harvey Senter, local Toys for Tats coordinator. Bt's not too late to make a donation, however, he said.
“Anyone whe Wants to denate money can mail a check made aur 1o Tays for Tots 1o 699 Bultman Drive of doop it aff a1 The
Sumter ftem” at 20 M. Magnolia St., Senter said, “They can also call us at (803) T74-4747." Donations can also be made
thecugh the website, wewlapsfartots.org.

h.l.'.l‘!ilhl'.'l:h FRIAIED

Main Street elevation of the new Hyatt Place hotel.

Superintendent
explains audit

School district ended the fiscal
VP 245240 in the hlack
BY KONSTANTIN VENGEROWSKY

onstanEngrheirn fom

The Sumiter Trerm sat down with Sumiter
Schweal District Superintemient Frank
Baker on Wednesday evening to further
diseuiss details of e 2005
Miscanl v kg

Tial revegiises for H014-15
wiere 5107 million, which ex-
weeded the revenibe original-
T badgesteal by E25 million,
Todal cxpenditures were
2102 million. Thi= Taxlget
wans balancod by $1.405,848
revennee receivesd from ather Mnancing
spurees, including sales of capital asscts
and fund transfers,

[nstructional expenditeres eame in
1.8 mllilon less than budgeted.

Supporting service expemditures ax-
oeedod budgeted expenditures by 258
ikl Crperating and smaintemnos of
plant expenditures exceaded budgeted
avcpewhitares Ty B9 million, mmld stodent
transportation expenditures exceeded
Tavalgetiary expemliinres by S22 million.

Despite variances in revegnees maul ox-
el itares, Baker said the disrict emlesd
the H005 Mscal year o Junse 30 with o
alesain stdil anml in Che Haek. Tl Fuind
Tabnnes mereased by $45,241 over st
wear for A fotal of 14 million.

Varianees in expemlitures included
transportation salaries which Baker said
were “way” underdadgeted in the sum:
mer of 2014, Baker said he belioved the
reason [or the under-bisdgeting was an
oversight by the district’s former chiel
Mnancial olTioer:

One of the lems that was umnder bud-
el included transporiation salares,

SEE AUPDAT, PRGE A7

ReWalk Robotics service engineer Tom
Coutber prepares a Rewalk device to
allow paralyzed Ammy veteran Gene
Lawreana to walk on Wednesday in
Baanx, Mew York, The Department aof
Veterans Affales has agreed to pay for
rabotic legs that could allow scores of
paralyzed veterans with spinal cord in-
Juies 1o walk agaim,

BY JULIE WATSON

T A SURIATED FRESS The fssocisied Prss

has agreed to pay for robaotle legs:

b Wl ApEain.

Degrrbment of Viderans Allaics

bt ol albony soores of peeraly ol
velerans with spinad cord injurics

d VA to provide robotic
legs to paralyzed vets

canmnof allord the S77.000 needed o
ey Bisr Uhe o] escskoledon
called il ReWalk. The device was
approvasl by the LS. Food and Dreag
Administratben in 2004 for individu-
atls Lo nhse ad heodrae. WA allicials fold
The: Assecinhed Pross that that the
AP S0l G reniodsasligm Dee, 10
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B CHRISTMAS SAFETY

Tips to stay
safe during
the holidays

By DAMIAN DOMINGUELZ
ddomingueriindesjoumal com

Gireenmrooad’s first respaond -
S WARE B eTkee 3 sale holiday
season for all rockbents,

Whether travalieg or the Bed-
by or staying al home. there
are somme 1ips that can help nuake
chie st afer. When Wi
or Sctling up prosent:, kooping
oo, for h':;;h-pﬁkm Hent o
ol slght when throwing them
mway Is good practice, accond
Eng b0 Capt. Prade Kiitks, com-
mursty services commander in
the Cireemvood County Sherilfs
Ot

“Ike aware of whal people
cam sec o vour frons lven be
sael. “Any bases people Gn sce

of TV or

SafetyVideo et fomiids

B Check out 2 k= an inwvi-

teoe safetyviden  talion for
al ndexournal tom  banghir”

Having

i bt mivated Ii;,ﬁh can h;l;\.
by sakil. If holidny plans mobe
any iravel let neighbors know
bectore boaving. so amthing s
plctoaas can be peportod, he sakd

“H o see scenethieg suspl-
o, e el e e, "l
o vou're godng oul of fosers don’i
Fecsitde bo pive s 2 Gl ansd 'l
oome by on patrol and do cruise
chocks”

Pusting a hedd on sl &
important because a balging
sl cam sigeal an cmpay
Ermee, e sabd. Even lvwn care
can hedp keep 2 home safier, be
Akl Tall hnlﬁn i ool of win-
oy can proice 2 hiding: space
B e wWisding to brcakl in
while a homemsner & sy be

There are stegs e take when
decomting & home o nuake sure
the holidays are safe, s well,
sahd Derik Kinoey, emorgency
services directior. Checking light
ateands fioe frays ad kevging sy
Christmas trees well-walered
cary feduce fiee hazands, be wad

Whether oul shopping ar
while traveling, being nuore cau-
ticus whitle deving: can comgen-
=ate for meore treacherous road
enisditbons 2wl heavter 1ralfic,
P i,

“The bypass gets band of inter-
esting during this tme of vear”
b sakl. "YW gel an Incnease in
e vehbche accidents”

e Bast li|| Elinney had wis
1o chrck pharmacy hours to
enswre that any nevessary pre-
scripthons are filled, in case the
prarmacy doses for the holidovs

THE FANS AWAKEN

Foroe Rwakers.”

F ooy hedt, Will Mocee as Kylo Ren, Logan Day a5 a Stormtrooper, Moy Monk a5 Yoda
and Hydi Mank a5 Darth Vader pose with ther weapons of choice durng the Avtn
Drreedn’s coshame conbest at the “Star Wars: The Force Awalens™ premiere Thursday
night.

[ xasn'rm'ss -uu'm'.it.am
Will Moore of va wields a lightsaber as Kylo Ren duing the futo Drivedn’s costume contest before Thursday night's preniens of *Star Wars: The

Lightsaber-wielding
characters battle

in ‘Star Wars’
costume contest

By MARY KATE MoGOWAN
e jouroul com

Dressed as Darth Bane,
Ardey Hendrick was caught
in o lightsaber duel minutes
letore the premiere of "Star
Wars: The Porce Awakens!
bt Hendrick, a II:H::\-nt; “Hlap
Wars” fan. had one lask to
cansplete before enpving the
newest indtallment of the “Star
wWwars” franchise at Green-
wodsls At Dirive-In.

Htth,ED:ljlldgl:l:hl.'mu-uuk
conlesl

As trucks and vams and
cars pulled into spots at the
25 Dirives[n 1o be some of the

“Star Wars" apers in Lakelands
W R=ad sboul other Lakelands
residents excited about bhe

ey “Star Wars” mowie an 44,

figse oo e ik mvovie Iey Giroen-
wood. crextures from the
Bepublic ard the Empire gath-
eredl b Comnpsete in the contest.

Hendrick, the leader af
a local lightsaber enthusi
aats group callod Caroling Jodi,
sabd crcativity 2l h.win'.s Fum
were of the highest importamcoe
for the codumis.

Bautling with ned oaly -
lunse design, the compelilors

Zea STAR WARS, nape 44

First Steps volunteers deliver books to help prepare students

By MARY KATE McGOWAN
T b el i

about 1500 books fo Groomwood TR,
and Abbeville coundies since 2007, . =

s
He sabl the todal books bs nre tha &
A week before Christmat Eve, mf.;::;am Izls]mlm et e e JI =~
Abbeviile County and Greemeood ’ -
! With i b l\. i
Coumiy Birst Sleps delivered & sue- L Jg“ J.rrmpr wlg Dooxs - _.L oy







SPORTS West Florence hangs on down stretch to deal Darlington first loss.

Page 1D

TODAY'S
WEATHER

'Windly and cooler
with chearing,
High Bl ke 28,

DETAILS 28

of the Pee Des

Minister

arrested
on sex
charges

DARLINGTON = A& Darlington
yourth minkster has been armested on
twi counits of third-degree criminal
sgmatad oot im'la]vi:lg A mairer,
acconding 1o the Dardington city po-

lice.

The Rew. Komron
Fugene Reames ol
Georgiana Lane
was arresbed Thurs-
|:|i|_'_|.' afer il|k'r‘l.‘|;||:|.'
tonpcdvinge @ make ju-
venlle  inappropr-
mely on at least woe
[LR S E[FIT TS pelice:
Chiel Daniel Warson sail

The alleged viciim reported the
conduct to adulis amd the I'.Iu:iing-
o Paliee Depanment indtiated an
inwestigatbon.

Watson sakl Reames was armesied
s.]l-:lr!l:,' alter ihe invisligation, when
“eompelling  evidence  supporting
thee comyplalng was subsiantkaied.”

According 1o the Centrml Bopeist
Church welwile, Heames @ oan @
socixle pasior for Central Snrdemt
Ministries. He has been with Central
Hilptixl Choerch sinee 20032,

I'ullcmi.l:;; luis gamest, Beanies was
taken vo the Dardinglon County De-
temtiom Center, where b is set to be
arraigned this nuendng,

Expanded
bus service
planned

BY BOE PEREY
Mor ningr Poews.
e e e

Reames

FLORENCE — The Pec Dee Re-

BY JOSHIMS LEOYD
o N
[ L

FLORENCE —  Samia
(s B coming o Ha
— o a decorative floar,
surrganded by mownied
hiarses, r:||,'i||.§; fr-carts anl
e mighiy sowmd af a high
school manching banwd.

Santa will ride in during
the: Flasence Chirdsimas .-
rade on Saueday, starting

The Florence Christmas Parade will retum In downbown
Florence Saturday,

Darlington

&l 11 a.m. This years moute
will b the shme moale as
vears past — down Fvans
Sireet from Fdiste Drive
to the BT I:liiln;li1|g thram-
[Lafh e

Whide the Chriszmas pa-
mide 5 ofen considercd
Fu'l.--i’:hrixllll:m Imeditione,
just five years ago that
wasn't the case for the city
of Flarenee,

Linaa Pacade, & memdaer
of the parade commmites

il

|

Semaj Moses. 9, beft, and Zi'yon Barr, 9, play outside in between rain showers on Thursday afterncon in Florence,

RAINY DAY PLAY

whiy was president of the
Furent-Teacher Associntion
for Morth Vista Hememary
duriing that tlme, sald chil-
dren ahl.'.'l:,w axsked hoer i
they wonshd esver be alale 1o
be a pan of a parsde and
she-didi’t knoy what 1o1edl
thin.

1 remeEmber whei 1 was
a child how excited | was
cvery year for the pamade,”
Baecoste saicl. “F usiedd 1o walkk
witl my mother and situp

Re-establishing a Christmas tradition

front 1o sec Sania Claus, [t
wits Ll et exeting tinmie
for e and | couldn’t stand
to take that feeling of ex-
Citermen away frome ghie
childron in Florenoe”
Along with Par Gibson-
Hye Moore, Becote kearmed
thie formeer organizers ware
no lenger  interested i
forming a parade so they
toak it into theeirown hamds

Sez TRADITION, Page 44

some hoops of play other games. [t was wet but not cold, Today is expected 1o bea litde cooler

D espite the intermittent drizzles, Thursday was a day that beckoned voungsters outside to shoot

bt not enough 1o discourage the urge o get outdoors,

Leave the lightsabers in your X-Wing

“Star Wars' opening weekend
brings costume restrictions
B DEDORAH SWEARINGIN

Mg Hews
St Egen (N NOHEWS D0

FLORENCE — “Star Wars: The Foroe
Awakens® opened Thursday evening al
theaters across the nation.

Bui Tans |||;||1ni||3 ter see B oad the Fh-gal
Swamp Fox Cinenas in Florence should

leave thelr lightsalbers and Danh Yader §

masks at home,

A gign ouatsile the cinema moad s “Guests _'

of all ages with masks. props, f2ce paintar
weapons are not allowed [me Regal Enter-
tainment Group locations, This inclues
lighasabers and fceolscuring bowds.”

Angie Anderson, the manager at the
Swamp Fox, sald the segulations were
SCompEmy p:ll'il::l" Lant wonld commment no
funber. Arcernpis we reach a represcmative
from Regal Entertalnment Group's corpo-
rate offioes were wnsuocessiul,







FAHEY: JOHNSON’S URBAN FARM NOW OPEN /B
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Blackshear recovering from gunshots

South Carolina freshman defensive end Shameik Blackshear, of Bluffton, injured at apartment complex

By HARRISOM CAHILL
Tl (Culumbia)d Stane

COLUMBIA — South Careling
freshman defensive end Shameik
Blackshear was shot multiple
times Wednesday evening at an
apartment complex marketed o
University of South Carolina stu-
dents,

Sources close to the incident
confirmed Blackshear as the vie-
tim ol the shooting amd gabd he was

| shot intheupper and

oane of the apartment
basild by

According w the
1 Columbia police,
whor dlid not identify
Blackehear ll}' [{=TRITEN
the victim of the sheoting was in
serivus condition Thursday, One
souree told Tl Seste that Blacks-
hear isexpected o be OB

Codumbia police officials said

Toweer body outside of - thae shaoting eoourmed at the Club

at Carmling Stadivam, located at 1040
Catawha Cirele — just a stone's
throw from the Founder's Park
stadivm used by the USC baseball
tenm — b B30 pome Wesdnesdnw
Columbia police collected fis-
rensic evidence and talked with
people ot the scene following the
.du'-|1['||1|.c.1.n1't':||:i;j|5 sl ]:rn.'sli;m-
tors are working to determine a

motive for the shooting, while at-
termpting o identify a suspect or
suspects,

Blackshear, from Blwlon, wat
one of the state’s most heavily
recraited players the past thres
sensions. He was |.||:.;t|1'i:|1|:i|.15:!3.'
considered a four-star prospect
amd had scholarship offers from
Greorgia, LST and Clemson, smongy
tlthl_'m

Blackshear was loaking for a

frosh atart at USC after some trou-
bhesome times in higgh school.

He was injured for much of his
junbor season, then tore an ACL in
e second game of his senior year
at Bluffton High, Blackshear's col-
lizge career almost was derailed
before it started by an offseason
arvest and petit larceny change, but
theosme charges were later droppaed.

Pleasa sod SHOTS on 86

‘EYESORE’
NOMORE

Best Western signals new life for old South Forest Beach area

Ji¥ KARR = Saff photo

Cousins Harl Johal, left, and Sam Johal say a few words to the crowd during the ribbon cutting last week for thefr new Best
Western hotel. The cousing restored the decaying property in the Metropoditan Hotel annex on South Forest Beach and turned it
into & 63-room hotel. The cousing next plan to tum thelr attention to a restoration of the Metropolitan Hotel itself.

By ZACH MURDOCK
smardockimslandpacket,com « 8437008147

noe an eyesore near Hilton Head's busy tourist
centern, the recently renovated Metropolitan
Horel annex is the first domino to 1l in what

IROMMAN RACE

NC spot
bumps
Hilton
Head

According to one lronman
afficial, erganizers had been
negotiating with Wilmington
for about six months.

By MIKE McCOMBS
mmoonmbsdlislnndpackeboome
S43-T0E-R120

Hiltom Head's loss was Wilming-
Toan's gnin.

Oy eonrs afber infoeming Hilon
Hewd Tsland /Bluffton Chamber of
Commerce officials that an Iron-
man rice “'ﬂl.'lldﬁ'l h-u L'\G:lllllill.x L[4
the Loweountey in 2000, the Worlkd
Triathlon Corp.

"Butitwas ,,pounced
I'GB]'E!? um 1% website,
a Tromman,com,
road in that the group
had purchased
I'E’S-P’E‘Ettﬂ the Beach2
getting Battleship tri-
athlom in Wilm

al] the '||1|.di:||t. MO
pla'n'ﬂ.its The event
will be penamisd
and Ironman Morth
certainly Carolina, and
registration
in fur the Oct. 22,
respect to 200, event will

= opren Friday.
addressing certainly
the sheriff @& hetspot for
_ trinthlon ned o
n I'Eﬂﬂl'dﬂ !u.r'l:-;ml for us”
to road Steve  Meck-
fessel, manag
I'.'.J.OBLI.I'EB." ing director
SO o e T R



Brian Symmes
Cell: 803-673-9437
Office: 803-734-0304



