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Re: Updated Drafi
Mission, Goals. and Functions of the Commission
H
I. Mission

The first recommendation of the State Budget and Control Board's Management Review for the
South Carolina Commission on Higher Education is that "The Commission should intiate 2

document, staff will draft a new statement thar contains language on roles, priorities. and mission
dppropnate o the agency's current responsibilities.  The Executive Commitiee of the

Commission will review the draft Mission Statement prior to its consideration at the January
1998 meeting of the Commission.” .

At its meeting-en December 4, the Executive Committee examined the new draft Commission
mission Statement, paying panticular atention to language that had been added or modified as a
result of the passage of Act 359 of 1996. As a result of that meeting, as well as suggestions by
other Commission members, additional changes were made. The Executjve Committee reviewed
the revised mission statement at its meeting on February 5, and recommends approval by the full
Commission of the statement found below:

"The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education will promote qualfty and
efficiency in the State system of higher education with the goal of fostering
economic growth and human development in South Carolina *

. Roles and Functions
When the Commission’s mission Statement was considered in 1990, it was approved along with

goals, functions, and an assessment plan. (Note: The Commission administers many State
programs, several Southern chio_m_al_ Education Board programs, and several federal programs.
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f Charleston - In its original analysis, the staff commines's primary concern
535"31 ‘t'hc mission s:atem;m anticipated the offering of doctoral degrees, which was
clearly not within the mission stated in Act 359. There was aiso concern abour the

Recommendation: Approval ]

Francis Marion University - The staff committes requested that there be delineation of
specific levels of graduate programs and that the size of the institution shouid be stated

Recommendation: Approval, conditional upon USC Board approval on April 23.

USC Aiken - The initia] review of this mission statement pointed out that the instirution
needed to delineate specific levels of undergraduate degrees, at least partially because

USC Aiken, like USC Spartanburg, has an assaciage degree nursing program, Concems
were aiso expressed about the description of institutional size and the lack of specificity
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USC Beaufort - The original analysis of the INISSION Statement suggested that it shou
include the availability of a baccalaureare program in nursing offered through USC-
Aiken, should clarify the role of the Graduate Regiona] Swdies Office, and provide a date

of approval by the USC Board. The suggested changes havcbccnm_adiand the revised
statement will go to the USC Board of Trustees for approval on April 23.

Recommendation: Approval, conditional upon US? Board approval on April 23,

Recommeéndation: Approval, conditional upon USC Board approval on April 23.

USC Salkehatchie - The review commitee suggested a number of changes including
more specificity concerning the degrees offered, the size of the institution, its setting, and
the students it recruits. The date of approval by the USC Board of Trustees was aiso
needed. The regional campus has all of areas concern, although the committee
feels that the current statement is unnecessarily long and detailed, garn‘cularly with
Tespect 1o its list of Goals. The revised statement wil] £0 to the USC Board of Trustess
for approval on April 23,

Recommendation: Approval, with the suggestion that jt be reviewed again to reduce
length and complexity and conditional upon USC Board approval on April 23,

Recommendation - Approval, conditional upon USC Board approval on April 23,

USC Union - The original staff analysis Suggested that the mission statement needed to
clarify the institution's role with regards to baccalaureate degrees. In addition the date of
approval by the USC Board of Trustees was needed. Appropriate revisions conceming the
baccalaurcate degrees have been made and the revised statement is due to go to the Board
of Trustees on April 23, _

Recommendation - Approval, conditional upon USC Board approval on Apnl 23,
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revised statement was approved by the Central Carolina Technical College Area
Commission on November 7. 1997,

Recommendation - Approval

Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College - The original staff analysis suggested that
there needs to be more focus on what types of students the institution hopes 10 arrract,
what graduates will be able 10 do, and what essential beliefs or values are important to the
instiution. The revised mission statement appropriately addresses all of these marters.

Recommendation - Approval

Recommendation - Approval




