
NOTES FOR GOVERNOR E DWA RDS 

S ILAS PEARMAN RETIR EMENT DINNER 
FRIDAY, JUNE 25 ,1976 

S ILAS PEARMAN HAS BEEN A FORCE OF CONTINUITY Ol=- THE 

GROWTH O F OUR STATE ' S HIGHWAY SYSTEM . HE HAS SERVED E ITHE R 

AS STATE HIGHWAY E NGINEER OR AS CHIEF HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER 

UND e R EIGHT GOV E::-R NORS . 

HE BECAME STATE HIGHWAY ENGINEER IN 1947 , UNDER 

G OVERNOR STROM THURMON D . AND DURI N G GOVERNOR HOLLINGS ' 

T ERM, HE WAS APPOINTED CHIEF HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER. 

AS GOVE RNOR, I HAVE GAINED A GREAT APPRECIATION OF 

MR . F:J E,6..RMAN'S DISTINGUISHED C A I=<EER A ND THE PROGRES S HE HAS 

L:3ROUGHT TO O U R STATE . 

A L THOUG H HE IS RE L UCT A NT TO TAKE ALI_ THE CREDIT 

FOR TH E ACCOMP LIS HMENTS OF HIS CAR EER ... HE 0 FTEN SAYS HE 

COULD NOT HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT THE SUPPORT OF THE PEOPLE OF 

THE S TATE , THE LEGISLATURE , TH E HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER , AN D 

THE G OVERNORS OF THIS STATE. 



SILAS PEA RMAN HAS PROVID E D THE LEA D ERSHIP NEEDED TO TAKE 

OUR HIGHWAY SYSTEM INT O T HE MOD ERN WORLD OF TRANSPORTATION . 

SOUTH C A ROLINA HA S BENEFITE D GREAT LY FOR EVER Y 

DOLLAR THAT HAS BEEN INVESTE D IN OUR GREAT SYSTEM OF HI GHWAYS. 

THE 680 MTLES OF INTERSTATES THAT STRETCH ACROSS OUR STATE 

H A VE OPENED NEW AVENUES T O TOURISM AN D TRANSPORTATION 

I N DUSTRI E S AS WELL AS I NDUSTRIA L D EVELOPM E NT. 

TODAY , WE ALMOST TAKE OUR S U PERIOR H I GHWAY SYSTEM 

FOR GRANTED. B UT WE MUS T REALJZE THAT W THOUT THIS S Y STEM , 

, 
THE ECONOMIC PROGRES S OF RECENT DECADES WOU L D NOT HAVE 

BEEN POSSIBLE . 

IN ADDITION , MR . PEARMA N'S ADMIN I STRATION BROU GHT 

-(-

A B OUT THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE F A R M T O MARKET ROA D SYSTEM 

BEGUN I N THE 1950 ' s . THIS PRO GF<AM HAS BEEN OF BENEFI T TO OUR 

AG~=<ICU L TURAL COMMUNITY AS WE LL AS DRAWING NEW INDUSTRY . 
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WHEN SILAS PEARMAN BECAME STATE HIGHWAY ENGINEE R 

IN 1947, THE HIGHWAY DEATH T OLL IN OUR STATE WAS 12 . 1 PERSONS 

PER HU DRED MILLION M ILES OF TRAVEL . LAST YEAR , THAT DEATH 

RATE WAS REDUCED T O 4 . 0 .. . THE LOWEST IN THE STATE 'S HISTORY . 

THlS FACT IS A TRIBUTE T O THE ROLE THE HIGHWAY D EPARTME NT HAS 

PLAYED IN PROMOTING HIGHWAY SAFETY . 

M R . PEARMAN'S LON G CAREER IS A N EXAMPLE OF THE 

K H-J D OF L EADERSHI P THAT HAS GIVEN OUR STATE S O MUCH PROGRES S . 

HIS LEAD ERSHIP CA N SERVE A S A N EXAMP LE TO OTH ERS, IN THE Y EARS 

TO COME . WE OWE HIM A GREAT DEBT OF GRATITUDE . I A M PLEASED 

T O BE A PART OF THIS EVENT . .. AND T O PAY TRIBUTE TO MR . S I . 
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