
Rubioto hold rally onHiltonHead
Republican presidential

candidate Marco Rubio
will make onefinal stopin
Beaufort Countytodayin
advance ofSaturday's
primary.
The U.S. senator from

Florida willholdarally at
SignatureFlightSupport
nearHilton HeadAirport
this afternoon as hecriss­
crosses SouthCarolina on
a last­minuteplanetour.
Rubio isexpected tospeak
inthe areaadjacentto the
terminal at 2:15 p.m.after
landing, according toa
news release.
Doors openat 1:15p.m.,

and attendeesareasked to
park onthe streets near
SignatureFlightSupport
onGateway Circle.Tickets
for the Hilton Headrally

are available athttp://
bit.ly/RubioRally0219or
marcorubio.com/events.
Rubiotrailed New York

businessmanDonald
Trump andSen. Ted Cruz,
R­Texas,in pollsreleased
byCNN and FoxNews
this weekbut picked upan
endorsement from Gov.
Nikki Haley onWednes­
day. Sen. Tim Scottand
Rep. TreyGowdy have
alreadyvoiced their sup­
port forRubio inrecent
weeks.Haley and Scott
will accompany Rubio
today.
Afterashortmeet­and­

greet,Rubiowillheadout
tohisnextdestination.He
hasalsoplannedstopsin
Charleston,Clemson,Co­
lumbiaandPawleysIsland.
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OTHER VIEWPOINTS

Week in Beaufortshows
JebBushstuckin time
BY SCOTLEHIGH
The BostonGlobe
BEAUFORT

SouthCarolina has
always beenafirewallfor
the Bushfamily. Thisyear,
it looks morelike afire
extinguisher.
Itwas hard toavoidthat

conclusion afterattending
both Donald Trumpand
Jeb Bush campaignevents
hereinthis beautiful city
inthe SouthCarolina
Lowcountry.
On Monday evening, a

driver, herwindow rolled
down toenjoythe lovely
weather,directed this
question myway:"Where
is allthis trafficcoming
from?"
Simple. Donald Trump

was scheduledtospeak at
the localhighschool.
Trump'sevent drew

suchacrowd that fireand
police officials turned
peopleaway not justfrom
the performancecenter
wherehe spoke,but from
the 700­plus­capacity
auditorium that servedas
an overflow room.
You couldn'thelp con­

trast thenumbers Trump
attracted with the200 or
so whocame outinmid­
morning onWednesday to
see JebBush.
Bush wasearnest,

smart, explanatory and
expansive. Toomuch so
for twoBush admirers I
spokewith,who left mid­
way through.

"I'mbored," onecon­
fided.
Leavinglater, other

long­time Bush supporters
said, sadly,that things just
weren't coming together
for him.
Before theevent, retired

schoolteacher Paula Butn­
er toldmeshe haddeep
respect for the Bushfam­
ily,and particularly
GeorgeW., but was lean­
ingtoward Trump.
"Ilike howdecisive he

hasbeen about immigra­
tion," shesaid.Given her
affection for theBush
family, wassheput off by
the wayTrump hasgone
after Bush forthe Iraq
invasion,saying hisad­
ministrationlied about
Iraq possessing weapons
of massdestruction?
No. "Ithinkit is just

partof the games they
play,"Butner saidof
Trump'saccusation.
The sense that the Pal­

metto tidehad turned
against Jebwas accentu­
atedon Wednesdayafter­
noon,when news broke
that Gov. Nikki Haley's
highly coveted endorse­
ment would go toMarco
Rubio, who isjostling with
Bush andGov. John Kas­
ich of Ohiofor therole of
establishment alternative.
As for Trumphimself,

his eventbrokenew

groundin theannals of
self­admiration. Fielding
softball questions from
former SouthCarolina
GOP chairman VanD.
Hipp Jr., thecandidate
shiftedvoices, the better
toboast about his own
prescience andprowess.
"Trumpwas talking

about Osama bin Ladena
year or twobeforethe
World Trade Center came
down," hedeclared.
Ofcourse,Trump's

candidacy is allbased on
the notionthat Trump is
possessed of unexampled
talents,intelligence and
abilities. Indeed, asTrump
presents it, allproblems
can besolvedbyapresi­
dent with hisintellect,
toughness and deal­mak­
ingprowess.
His pitch comes down

tothis: Trustme, I can.
Orrather: Trust Trump,

hecan.
And,talking tohis back­

ers,that seems tobe
enough forthem.
"Iam sick ofpoliticians.

He wasasuperbusiness­
man," saidSusanMcDo­
well, a SouthCarolina
retiree."You're doggone
right I'm going tovote for
him."
Back toBush. He actual­

ly doeshave an array of
reasonably well­thought­
out conservative plansand
proposals detailing what

heproposes to doonany
number ofissues, from
college coststo health
care for military veterans
tothe national debt. After
hespoke, hespent consid­
erabletime answering
questions fromthe audi­
ence.
Watching him,Ifound

himself thinking,yet
again, that Bushis a
smart,thoughtful, decent
guy­but onewho is
hopelessly stuck inanoth­
er time.
A timewhen a potential

president hadto demon­
strate areal understand­
ingof the issues,tooffer
somerealistic plans, totell
people whathe woulddo
if elected.
Thatall seemshope­

lessly antiqueinthis year's
Republican primary pro­
cess.
Bush had hopedthat a

strong South Carolina
finish couldframe this
race as Jeb versus Donald,
the serious, experienced,
conservative governor
against theerratic, unpre­
dictable, unpresidential
outsider.
Instead, themessage

seemsmore likelytobe
that the statethat has
shined onhisfamily is
nowdeclaring that the
Bush erais over ­and the
Trump odysseyhas
dawned.
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Trump, Rubio to make campaign stops in Pawleys
By Max Hrenda
mhrenda@southstrandnews.com
Georgetown County will

play host to two of the front­
runners for the Republican
presidential nomination on
the eve of the GOP primary.
Florida Sen. Marco Rubio
and New York businessman
Donald Trump are both
scheduled to appear in Paw­
leys Island Friday, Feb. 19.
Rubio is scheduled to speak
at Lowcountry Prepara­
tory School, 300 Blue Stem
Drive, at 11:45 a.m., while
Trump will appear at 3 p.m.
at Pawleys Plantation Golf &
Country Club, 70 Tanglewood
Drive.
The doors for Rubio's event

will open at 10:45 a.m., while
doors at Trump's event will

open at 2 p.m. Admission is
free for both events, but any­
one wishing to attend must
first register for tickets. To
check ticket availability, visit
the Georgetown County GOP
website at https://george­
town.gop.
Both Trump and Rubio are
counted among the front­
runners to receive the voters'
nods in the Feb. 20 primary.
As of Tuesday, Feb. 16, a com­
pilation of state polls by the
data aggregation news ser­
vice RealClearPolitics indi­
cated Trump commanded the
lead with 33.8 percent sup­
port, while Rubio finished in
third place with 16.3 percent;
Texas Sen. Ted Cruz was the

only other candidate to poll in
double digits with 21 percent.
The Rubio campaign may
have received a boost ear­
lier this week, however, when
South Carolina Gov. Nikki
Haley threw her support be­
hind the first­year U.S. Sena­
tor. Haley will join Rubio dur­
ing his event Friday morning,
as will U.S. Sen Tim Scott (R­
SC), who has campaigned for
Rubio over the past several
weeks.
According to Georgetown
County GOP Chairman
Randy Hollister, the appear­
ance of prolific Republican
candidates near the GOP
primary date is nothing new.
Then­Texas Gov. George W.
Bush visited the county near

the date of the primary dur­
ing his first run for president
in 2000, while Arizona Sen.
John McCain did the same
during his presidential run
in 2008.
"We typically will have a

few of the candidates stop in,"
Hollister said. "We will actu­
ally have had five of the six fi­
nalists in Georgetown County
during this election season. I
think that's pretty good, for a
small county."
In addition to Rubio and
Trump, Dr. Ben Carson vis­
ited Georgetown in May of
2015, while former Florida
Gov. Jeb Bush and Ohio Gov.
John Kasich each visited
Pawleys Island in early Feb­
ruary.

AP Photos

Republican presidential
candidate, Sen. Marco Ru­
bio, R­Fla. speaks during a
campaign stop, Tuesday, in
Summerville, S.C.

Billionaire Donald Trump
speaks to a crowd during
a campaign stop.
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Bush argues serious
leadership should
displaceTrump
BY STEPHEN FASTENAU

sfastenau@beaufortgazette.com
Jeb Bush pushedback

against Donald Trumpon
Wednesday inBeaufort,
painting theRepublican
frontrunneras an enter­
tainer unfittolead.
Bush,struggling inthe

pollsahead of Saturday's
S.C. Republican presi­
dential primary,told a
crowd at BeaufortInn's
Tabby Placethat serious
issues would arise forthe
next presidentand would
require aserious leader.
Afterthe town­hallstyle
event, Bush saidhe
thought Trump'sattacks
onhis brother,former
president GeorgeW.Bush,
duringlast week's debate
couldcost Trump onSat­
urday.
Trump "stepped init"

when heclaimed the
former presidenthad
advancedknowledge of
the Sept.11 attacks and
didn't stop themandknew
there weren't weapons of
massdestruction inIraq,
Jeb Bush said.
"The guygotunhinged

inthe debate,and his

tendency is todouble
down when hesays outra­
geousthings, because
somehowhe thinksthat it
helps him," Bush saidin
an interview withThe
Beaufort Gazetteand The
Island Packetafter the
rally.
The commentscome as

Bush is workingtoremain
inthe conversationfor the
Republican nomination,
effortsthat include abuzz­
worthyphoto ofahand­
gun posted toBush'sTwit­
teraccount this week.
Notlong after Bush's

Beaufort event,Sen. Mar­
coRubio earnedGov.
Nikki Haley'sendorse­
ment. Bush calledRubio a
friend but saidthesenator
lacked thenecessary for­
eignpolicy experience.
GeorgeW. Bushwas in

Charleston earlier inthe
week tocampaignfor his
brother. Former firstlady
BarbaraBush is expected
toarrive inSouthCarolina
onThursday night and
much ofthe Bush family
will beintown bythe end

of theweek, Jeb Bush said.

ADDRESSING
UNDECIDED VOTERS
MatPaulick, a 39­year­

oldBeaufort resident,
arrivedat the rally un­
decided.
And hismind still

wasn't madeup when
Bush'sstaff allowedhim
tochange hisbaby daugh­
ter's dirtydiaper aboard
the campaignbus.
Paulick wantedto ask

Bush howhe wouldunite
both partiesinCongress to
get things done.He wasn't
called upon,but was
pleasedwith otherBush
answers, when thecandi­
datesought tofindcom­
mon groundwith a young
woman whois pro­choice
and talkedtothe mother
of alesbian Air Force
veteranabout gayrights.
"Genuine, honest, frien­

dliness,welcoming ­I
liked what I sawthere,"

SEE BUSH,5A
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BUSH
FROMPAGE3A
saidPaulick, who istorn
between Bush andOhio
Gov. John Kasich.
Longtime Beaufort

residentNorman Morrall
saidheand agroup of
friends werestill deciding
andhad seen Rubio and
Trump. Morrall, an 82­
year­oldretired airline
pilot, eliminated Trump
after hisappearance in
Beauforton Tuesday.
"Hedoesn't go into any

detail,"Morrall said.
Beaufortresident Andy

Kinghorn wroteoff Trump
as "adisaster"andis
deciding between Bush,
Rubio andKasich. He is
afraid the similarcandi­
datesmight dilute the
support.
"Ijust hope thecountry

will give(Bush) or oneof
the other seriouscandi­
datesachance," Kinghorn
said.

PLANTOOVERHAUL
VA,BUILD UPMILITARY

Bush calledfor com­
pletereform ofthe Veter­
ans Administration, which
hesaidis bloatedwith too
many administratorsand
toofew caregivers.
He advocatedveterans

being given cards and
allowedtogo outside of
the VA for care,citing
horrorstories of longwait
times fortreatment. Bush
likened theadditional
optionsto schoolchoice in
his statewhilehe was
Florida governor andsaid
competition will makethe
VAbetter.
"It'sclear thebureau­

cracy needsto bechal­
lenged andmodified and
simplified,"Bush said.
"Everything theydo isjust
mind­numbingly incompe­
tent."
Bush also advocated

more militaryspending.
He saidthe Armywas too
small, manyMarines don't
meetthe definition of
readiness andthat planes
are olderthantheir pilots.

STILL MIFFED
BY TRUMP
Ingoing after Trump,

Bush saidthe frontrun­
ner's appealis that "he is
the bighorse onstage."
He referenced someof

Trump'sfailed business
dealings asevidence of a
blemishedrecord. Bush
sounded miffedthat
Trump'scampaign wasn't
derailed bycommentslike
onelast summer, when he
saidArizona Sen. John
McCain wasn't a warhero
because hewas captured,
and later whenTrump
mockedaNewYork
Times reporter with a
disability.
Maybe Trump'sattacks

onGeorge W.Bush willbe
enough, Jeb Bush said.
"I thinkhe's dropping

and we're moving up,"
Bush said."Sowe'll see."

Stephen Fastenau:
843­706­8182,
@IPBG_Stephen
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Haley gives
endorsement
toRubio
U.S.senatorfrom Floridawins
support ofS.C.governor
.......................................................................

Haleyisstate'smostpopularGOP
politicianafter handling of
Charlestonshooting
.......................................................................

JebBushwasHaley'sotherlikely
endorsement choice
BY ANDREW SHAIN

ashain@thestate.com
Gov.Nikki Haley said Wednes­

day sheendorsed U.S. Sen.Marco
Rubio, R­Fla., for presidentbe­
causehe isbest suited torestore
GOP principles oflimited govern­
ment andcutting debtto Wash­
ington.
"Iwant apresident whounder­

stands they havetogo back to
Washington, D.C., andbringa

conscienceback toourRepub­
licans," Haley,aLexingtonRe­
publican, toldacrowd ofhun­
dreds gatheredoutside a Chapin
warehouse.
Haley said shemade thedeci­

sionas amother who wantsa
safer, moreprosperous nation for
her childrenandas thewife ofa

combat veteranwho wantsmore
support forthe military.
Haley didnot say whyshe

didn't chooseotherscandidates
running inSaturday'sGOP pri­
mary.
"We havegoodpeople running

SEE HALEY,6A

FROMPAGE1A

HALEY
for president, andIthank
themtoday for their sacri­
fice andtheir willingness
toserve," shesaid."But
myjob wastofind the
person I thoughtwho
coulddoit the best.
"Iwanted someone with

fight. I wantedsomebody
with passion. Iwanted
somebody whohas the
conviction todothe right
thing," shesaid."But I
wanted somebody humble
enough (who)remembers

that youwork for allthe
people."
Haley,the state's most

popular GOP politician in
pollsand arising national
GOP star,was SouthCar­
olina's most coveted Re­
publican endorsementin
the 2016presidential race.
"She embodies forme

everything that Iwant the
Republican Partyand
conservativemovement to
beabout,"Rubio told the
Chapincrowd.

The governor'sendorse­
ment comes at acritical
time forRubio.
The Florida senator

needs todowell inSouth
Carolina afterfinishing
fifth inNewHampshire
following arattled debate
performance. Rubiotrails
GOP front­runner Donald
Trump andU.S. Sen.Ted
Cruz ofTexas withjust
twodays togo before
Saturday's primary.
Haley joinsU.S. Sen.

Tim Scottof NorthChar­
leston,the onlyAfrican­
American Republicanin
the Senate, andU.S. Rep.
TreyGowdy, theSpartan­
burg Republican who
heads apanel investigat­
ingthe Benghazi attack,in
endorsing Rubio.
Haley backed the GOP

establishment candidate
considered tohavethe
best chanceof challenging
Trump andCruz.
Former FloridaGov.Jeb
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Bush,who hasshared

ERICTHAYERNew YorkTimes

Rubio speaksatarally the sameday HaleyendorsedhisWhiteHousebid.

adviceon education issues
with Haley andhelpedher
raise money forher 2014
re­election bid, alsowas a
contendertowin Haley's
endorsement. Bush's fath­
er andbrother, bothform­
er presidentswho wonthe
S.C. primary,reached out
toHaley inrecent weeks.
ButBush has laggedin

recent S.C. polls, falling to
fifth inthesix­candidate
GOP field. Rubiois in
third, according tomost
polls.
Haley'sdecision wasa

reversal. Tuesday,Haley
said shehad not madeup
her mindabout whoto
endorse.
Sheendorsed Mitt Rom­

ney inthe 2012 presi­
dential race. While the

former Massachusetts
governor wonthe GOP
nomination, helostthe
S.C. primary toformer
U.S. HouseSpeaker Newt
Gingrich, breaking the
state's three­decade streak
of votingfor the GOP
candidate wholanded on
the November ballot.
Haley andRubio share

similarbackgrounds. Both
are 44­year­old children
of immigrants whowere
electedtooffice inthe Tea
Partyfervor of 2010.
Rubio initiallymet Ha­

ley whenthey firstwere
running for theircurrent
offices. The senator spoke
at the S.C.GOP's annual
dinnerin2012and started
building relationshipsin
the early­primary state.
They have communicated

whileRubio hasbeen on
the campaigntrail.
During stops inSouth

Carolina thisweek, the
senator hassaid Haley
would make agood vice
president. Haleybecame a
favorite tomake vice pres­
idential shortlistsafter
herhandling of last year's
Charleston slayingsand
hersuccessful call tore­
movethe Confederate flag
fromthe S.C. Statehouse
grounds. Shealso gavethe
GOP response toPresi­
dent Barack Obama's
Stateof the Unionlast
month.
Haley'sendorsement,

whilearriving later than
expected, was notasur­
prise.
Shehad said she would

not backTrump. She

urged votersnot tolisten
tothe "angriestvoices" in
her Stateofthe Union
response andhas crit­
icized Trump forhis com­
bative campaigning.
Trump hassaid Haley is

not doing enoughto
protect SouthCarolina
fromSyrian refugees and
the possibilityof Guanta­
namo prisoners being
transferredtothe Navy
brig outside Charleston.
Haley hasprotested both
issues tofederal officials.
Haley hasnot criticized

Cruz, but shehas notkept
inregularcontact with the
Texassenator.

AndrewShain:
803­771­8619,
@AndyShain
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ERICTHAYERNew York Times

Sen.MarcoRubioandGov.NikkiHaley arriveWednesday for Rubio'scampaignrallyinChapin.
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S.C. SENATE

Whoto
watch as
debateon
road fixes
begins
BY JEFFREY COLLINS
Associated Press
COLUMBIA

South Carolina's Senate
promises an extensive
debate, startingWednes­
day, onhowto getmore
money tothe state's roads
and highways.
On Tuesday,Senate

PresidentProTem Hugh
Leatherman told members
of thechamber togetto
the Statehousetwo hours
early Wednesdayfor a
session that couldgo well
into theevening.
The proposal gettingthe

most attention intheSen­
ate would raisethe gas tax
by12 cents a gallonover
three years andincrease
or addsome other fees.In
fiveyears, an estimated
$723 million extrawould
beput into roadsyearly to
repave potholefilled in­
terstates androads, repair
agingbridges andexpand
somehighways. Butplenty
of amendmentschanging
those figures are likely
fromRepublicans who
don't wanttoraise alotof
taxesand Democratsleery
about widespread taxcuts.
Another bigissue: Who

gets torun the S.C.De­
partment ofTransporta­

tion?Some conservatives
oppose aplan tohavethe
directors of10 regional
government councils each
pick threecandidates for
the DOTboard tosend to
the governor tomake the
final choice. Gov.Nikki
Haley wantsmore power
over whois appointed to
the board at theroads
agency. Legislators cur­
rently pickseven mem­
bers, with the governor
choosing the eighth.
Here are peopleto

watchas theroads debate
begins inearnest:

RAY CLEARY AND
JOELLOURIE
Cleary,aRepublican

fromMurrells Inlet,and
Lourie, a Democratfrom
Columbia, are thelaw­
makerstrying topull to­
gether acompromise.
They volunteered in

partbecause theyaren't
running for re­election
this year andfeelthey can
herd the Senatetomake
what couldbesomeun­
popular decisions onrais­
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ing andcutting taxes.
"There'snobodyinhere

who is goingtoget every­
thingthey want,"Lourie
toldsenators.

TOM DAVIS
Davisfilibustered the

roadsbilllast year andis
the most vocalcriticof
how the DOTspends its
money. The Republican
from Beauforthasn't ruled
out voting for agas tax
increase, but isdemand­
ing reformat both the
DOT andthe StateInfra­
structure Bank,which
pays forlarger projects
withoutthe same kind of
rankingprocess lawmak­
ersrequire of theDOT.
Davissuggested last

weekthat lawmakers use
extrarevenuetospend
$65million immediately
andget almost allthe
pavement onexisting
interstatesuptogood
condition,so they can take
more timeto get aroads
fundingbillright.
"Whenyou swallow an

elephant,you doitalittle
atatime,"Davis said.

NIKKISETZLER
AsSenate Minority

leader,Setzler answersto
Democratic memberswho
wantgoodroads, but
aren'tsure SouthCarolina
needstobecutting taxes
whenit's under acourt

ordertocome upwith a
plan toimprove poorer
school districts,and with a
stateemployeeworkforce
that's onlyreceived small
raisesinthe pasteight
years.
TheWest Columbia

Democratalso thinks
improvingSouth Car­
olina'sinterstates isthe
keytokeeping thestate
growing.He wants to
widennearlyall ofthe
morethan900 milesof
interstatehighwaysinthe
statetoat least threelanes
ineachdirection. That
costsat least $10million a
mile,or atotal price tag
closeto$9billion.There
arenocurrent plansto do
that.

HARVEY PEELER
Peelerhas spentmuch

ofhis 35 years intheSen­
atetrying toget20or so
milesofInterstate 85
widened inCherokee
County,where hishome
inGaffney islocated. It's
oneofonly threetwo­lane
segments ofI­85inthe
265 milesof highway
between Durham,N.C.,
andAnderson.
Peelerhas longfelt road

fundingis toopoliticized,
aspowerful lawmakers
alongthe coastget money
forprojects that aren't as
important.
Peeler,theSenate Ma­

jorityLeaderwhose dis­
trict includesparts of

westernYork County,
mustget a wide variety of
Republicanson board –
fromconservatives ret­
icentto raisetaxesto
moremoderate members
worriedinfrastructure
problemswill never get
solvedwithout asteady
revenuestream.

GARY SIMRILLAND
NIKKIHALEY
TheSenate isnot the

endof theroad forhigh­
wayfunding. Whatever
comesout must go backto
theHouse, where Rep.
Simrillhelpedguide abill
throughlast year that
wouldhaveraised about
anadditional $500 mil­
lionayear for roads.
TheRock Hill Repub­

licansays he's watching
theSenate carefully, en­
couragedbyitsdiscussion.
Hedoesn't agree withall
theSenate ideas,but
knowsthe billwill likely
endupas acompromise
between theSenate and
theHouse.
"Ithinkinconference

wecan workout details,"
Simrillsaid.
Haleyhas said shewill

onlysignabillthat re­
formsDOTand offsets
any increaseinthe gas tax
withacomparable taxcut.
Shehasn't said whether
shelikes theSenate's plan.
Andshe wieldsthe veto
pen.

SC0148 Herald
Page Number: 3Publication Date: 02/17/2016

Whoto watch as debateon road fixes begins
BY JEFFREY COLLINS Associated Press
49.91 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Rock Hill, SC    Circulation: 34688

Page: 2

62033-02-17_3003.pdf

County: York



CINDI ROSSSCOPPE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
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Akey
ingredient
is missing
from
Senate's
DOT
reform
plan
IFYOUR BOSSboss can't

fireyou, she's notyour
boss.If noonecan fireyou
­or evencut your pay or

reduce or increase yourrespon­
sibilities or inany other way
influence yourwork conditions
­ thenyoureally don'thave a
boss.
The members ofthe state

Transportation Commission
don't have a boss.If the plan
approved by theSenate
Transportation Committeeto
"reform" the commissionbe­
comes law, they still won'thave
a boss.And that's aproblem, a
problem that significantly di­
minishes the benefit ofover­
hauling thecommission ­and
significantly reduces the bang
we'll get forour transportation
bucks.
It wouldbewonderful ifwe

could widenand improveand
even buildnew roadsevery­
whereanyone wanted them.But
even ifweraised thegas taxby
$2agallon (legislatorsare con­
sidering 10to12cents), westill
couldn'tafford that.
So it'sessential that wetarget

ourlimited transportation dol­
larsto ourgreatestneeds. If the
roadconditions, population

density andtraffic volumedem­
onstrate that weneed more
roadwork inthe Upstatethan
theLowcountry, thenwe needa
Transportation Department that
candevote moreresources to
theUpstate thanthe Lowcoun­
try.If weknowobjectively that
thereis a greaterneedfor road
improvementsinurbanareas
thaninruralareas, we needa
Transportation Department that
isnot forced tospend money on
lower­needprojects inrural
areas.
To have that sortof agency,

we needaTransportation Com­
mission that makes decisions
about which roads tobuild,
improve and repairbased onthe
needs ofour staterather than
the needs ofthe regionsof our
state. Yetaregional visionis
almost guaranteedunder the
current arrangement, whereby
each of seven separategroups of
legislators appoints onecom­
missioner. Thatis onereason
we're seeing lessimpressive
results thanwe oughttofrom
our roadfunding.
Allowing the governor to

appoint thecommissioners
creates the possibilitythat they
will focus onthe needsof the

entire state, rather thantheir
regions. Italso creates thepossi­
bility that we canholdsomeone
accountable for thestate ofour
roads, which simply cannotbe
done when roaddecisions are
made bypeople appointedby
170legislators.
But justletting the governor

appoint thecommissioners
doesn't guarantee astatewide
perspective, and it doesn'tguar­
antee that thegovernor can be
held accountable for thecom­
mission's decisions.The other
essential component isletting
the governor fireher commis­
sioners ifshe thinksthey're
making bad decisions.
Nothing like that ispossible

with the Legislature'scommis­
sioners. They are appointedfor
fixed termsand canberemoved
only ifthey breakthe lawor can
bedemonstrated tobeguilty of
"malfeasance, misfeasance,
incompetency, absenteeism,
conflicts of interest,miscon­
duct, persistent neglect ofduty
inoffice, or incapacity."
There are alot ofstatesen­

ators whotalk agood game
about letting the governor con­
trol theTransportation Depart­
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ment, andthe billapproved
earlier this month bythe Senate
Transportation Committee gives
her that authority. Sortof. Butit
doesn't let herfire the commis­
sioners.
If the governor can'tfireher

commissioners, then theonly
way they'llhave a statewide
perspective isif thegovernor
somehow managestoappoint
people whovoluntarily maintain
that perspective rather than
doing what transportation com­
missioners alwayshave done:
trade votestomake sure their
own partof thestategets justas
much roadwork as every other
part ofthe state, even ifthe
need isn't asgreat.
The Senate Transportation

Committee billmakes it extra
difficult for governors toappoint
state­focused commissioners,
because it doesn't actually let
her appointthe peopleshe
wants toappoint:Itmakes the
10regional Councilof Govern­
ment districts the new Trans­
portation Commission districts
(thinkCentral MidlandsRegion­
al Councilof Government)and
requires the governor toappoint
commissioners fromalistof
nominees submittedbyeach
council.
Perhaps the councils willshed

their parochialism for this exer­
cise, but that'sdifficult toima­
gine, since theyexist forthe
very purposeof lookingafter
their part ofthe state.Toexpect
themto nominatepeople who
focus onthe goodof theentire
statewould belike expecting
the governor toappointsome­
onetoafederal transportation
panel whofocuses onneedsof
the nationasawholerather
thanjust SouthCarolina.
Itmight benice toimagine

that this would happen, butit's
not realistic.
Gov. Nikki Haley hasbeen

quite successfulat getting the
DHEC board todoher bidding,
even thoughher appointeesto
that board have this same pro­
tectedstatus as transportation
commissioners. Butthe issues
before theDHEC board have a
lottodo withpolitical philoso­
phy,and governors canalways
find peoplewho agreewith their
political philosophy.
The Transportation Commis­

sion decides whereroadmoney
is goingto bespent,and absent
someintervening force, that has
little todowith political philoso­
phy andlots todowith regional­
ism.And that's somethingwe
can'tafford.

Ms. Scoppe canbereached

at cscoppe@thestate.com.

''IFYOURBOSSCAN'TFIREYOU,SHE'SNOT
YOURBOSS;IFNOONE
CANFIREYOU,YOU
DON'THAVEABOSS.
THECOMMISSIONERS
DON'THAVEABOSS.
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IFYOUR BOSSboss can't

fireyou, she's notyour
boss.If noonecan fireyou
­or evencut your pay or

reduce or increase yourrespon­
sibilities or inany other way
influence yourwork conditions
­ thenyoureally don'thavea
boss.
The members ofthe state

Transportation Commission
don't haveaboss.If the plan
approved by theSenate
Transportation Committeeto
"reform" the commissionbe­
comes law, theystill won'thave
a boss.And that's aproblem, a
problem that significantly di­
minishes the benefit ofover­
hauling thecommission ­and
significantly reducesthe bang
we'll get forour transportation
bucks.
It wouldbewonderful ifwe

could widenand improveand
even buildnew roadsevery­
whereanyone wanted them.But
even ifweraised thegas taxby
$2agallon (legislatorsare con­
sidering 10 to12cents), westill
couldn'tafford that.
So it'sessential that wetarget

ourlimited transportation dol­
larsto ourgreatestneeds. If the

roadconditions, population
densityandtraffic volumedem­
onstrate that weneed more
roadwork inthe Upstatethan
theLowcountry, thenwe needa
Transportation Department that
candevote moreresources to
theUpstate thanthe Lowcoun­
try.If weknowobjectively that
thereis a greaterneedfor road
improvementsinurbanareas
thaninruralareas, we needa
Transportation Department that
isnot forced tospend money on
lower­needprojects inrural
areas.
To havethat sortof agency,

we needaTransportation Com­
mission that makes decisions
about which roads tobuild,
improve and repairbased onthe
needs ofour staterather than
the needs ofthe regionsof our
state. Yetaregional visionis
almost guaranteedunder the
current arrangement, whereby
each of seven separategroups of
legislators appoints onecom­
missioner. Thatis onereason
we'reseeing lessimpressive
results thanwe oughttofrom
our roadfunding.
Allowing the governor to

appoint thecommissioners

creates the possibilitythat they
will focus onthe needsof the
entire state, rather thantheir
regions. Italso creates thepossi­
bility that we canholdsomeone
accountable for thestate ofour
roads, which simply cannotbe
done when roaddecisions are
made bypeople appointedby
170legislators.
But justletting the governor

appoint thecommissioners
doesn't guarantee astatewide
perspective, and it doesn'tguar­
antee that thegovernor can be
held accountable forthe com­
mission's decisions.The other
essential component isletting
the governor fireher commis­
sioners ifshe thinksthey're
making bad decisions.
Nothing like that ispossible

with the Legislature'scommis­
sioners. They are appointedfor
fixedterms and canberemoved
only ifthey breakthe lawor can
bedemonstrated tobeguilty of
"malfeasance, misfeasance,
incompetency, absenteeism,
conflicts of interest,miscon­
duct, persistent neglect ofduty
inoffice, or incapacity."
There are alot ofstatesen­

ators whotalk agood game
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about letting the governor con­
trol theTransportation Depart­
ment, andthe billapproved
earlier this month bythe Senate
Transportation Committee gives
her that authority. Sortof. Butit
doesn't let herfire the commis­
sioners.
If the governor can'tfireher

commissioners, then theonly
way they'llhaveastatewide
perspective isif thegovernor
somehow managestoappoint
people whovoluntarily maintain
that perspective rather than
doing what transportation com­
missioners alwayshavedone:
trade votestomake suretheir
own partof thestategets justas
much roadwork as every other
part ofthe state, even ifthe
need isn't asgreat.
The Senate Transportation

Committee billmakes it extra
difficult for governors toappoint
state­focused commissioners,
because it doesn't actually let
her appointthe peopleshe
wants toappoint:Itmakes the
10 regional Councilof Govern­
ment districts the new Trans­

portation Commission districts
(think Central MidlandsRegion­
al Councilof Government)and
requires the governor toappoint
commissioners fromalistof
nominees submittedbyeach
council.
Perhaps the councils willshed

their parochialismfor this exer­
cise, but that'sdifficult toima­
gine, since theyexist forthe
very purpose of lookingafter
their part ofthe state.Toexpect
themto nominatepeople who
focus onthe goodof theentire
statewould belike expecting
the governor toappointsome­
onetoafederal transportation
panel whofocuses onneedsof
the nation asawholerather
thanjust SouthCarolina.
Itmight benice toimagine

that this would happen, but it's
not realistic.
Gov.Nikki Haley hasbeen

quite successfulat gettingthe
DHEC board todoher bidding,
even thoughher appointeesto
that board havethis same pro­
tectedstatus as transportation
commissioners. Butthe issues

before theDHEC board havea
lottodo with politicalphiloso­
phy,and governors canalways
find peoplewho agreewith their
politicalphilosophy.
The Transportation Commis­

sion decides whereroadmoney
is goingto bespent,and absent
some interveningforce, that has
little todowith politicalphiloso­
phy andlots todowith regional­
ism.And that's somethingwe
can'tafford.

Ms.Scoppe canbereached
at cscoppe@thestate.com

''IFYOURBOSSCAN'TFIREYOU,SHE'SNOT
YOURBOSS;IFNOONE
CANFIREYOU,YOU
DON'THAVEABOSS.
THECOMMISSIONERS
DON'THAVEABOSS.
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Billswouldraise
minimum wage,repeal
rightto worklaw
BY SEANNA ADCOX

Associated Press
COLUMBIA
Proposalstoraisethe

minimumwageinSouth
Carolinaandrepealan
anti­unionlawhavevirtual­
lynochanceofpassingin
theRepublican­dominated
Legislature,butDemocrats
hopetosparkadebateas
thenation'sattentionturns
tothefirst­in­the­South
primarystate.
Rep. GildaCobb­Hun­

ter, whosponsored both
bills, said it's timetodis­
cuss livingwages inastate
that ranks46th inchild
poverty, 48th inpercapita
incomeand last inunion
membership.
"Wekeephearingall

theseglowingnumbers
abouthowgreatthings
are,"shesaidofjobstouted
byGOPGov.NikkiHaley.
"Yetwegetreportsthat
showwe'rerankinginthe

bottom.…I
don'tsee
whywe
can'tatleast
starttalking
aboutthe
realityof
whatit
meansto
workin

SouthCarolinaonone
handandstillbeeligible

forassistanceontheoth­
er."
Cobb­Hunter,D­Or­

angeburg, held anews
conference onthe billslast
weekafter a Housepanel
officiallyadjourned de­
bate onboth.Asecond
hearing is notexpected.
One billwould set the

state's minimum wage at
$10.10an hour. South
Carolina isamong 21
stateswhere employers
can payas low as$7.25an
hour, thefederal mini­
mum since 2009.
Proponents call $10.10 a

start. That'sthe minimal
pay for federal contrac­
tors, asper PresidentBa­
rack Obama's 2014 exec­
utiveorder.
"We'llcontinuetofight

for$15"anhour,saidRa­
chelNelsonofCharleston,
whomakes$9anhourat
Hardee'safter10yearsasa
fastfoodworker.
The mother ofthree

children, ages8to12,told
the Housepanel she'dlike
togetoff ofpublic assist­
ance, but herpaychecks
make it impossible.

SEE LEGISLATION,5A
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"With mylast check, I

was onlyabletopay my
light bill,"Nelson said.
"Trying tokeep aroof
over ourheads is acon­
stant stresserinmy life."
Morethan2,600 state

employees make lessthan
$10.10an hour, or about4
percent ofthe state­paid
workforce. Just over half
of those employeesare
considered temporary,
according tothe Depart­
ment of Administration.It
noted the numbers could
behigher sincepublic
colleges aren'trequired to
send theagency dataon
temporaryworkers.
Rep. ToddAtwater,who

sitsonthe subcommittee,
contendsraising themini­
mum wage isbad for the
economy because it in­
creasesproducts' cost and
eliminates entry­level jobs
oftenfilled by highschool
andcollege students.
"It hurtsthe workers

they'retrying to help,"
said Atwater,R­Lexington.
The answer, hesaid, is

bettertraining, so students
graduate fromschool with
skills that enable themto
getahigher­payingjob.
Cobb­Hunter's other bill

would repeal thestate's
right­to­work law.
About half ofstates

havesuch laws, which
means unionscan'tforce
employees acrossan en­
tireworksite topay mem­
bership duesas acondi­
tion ofemployment.
Haley,who frequently

lambasts unions, consid­
ers the state'slow union
membership an economic
development tool.
About 41,000 people–

or just2.1 percent ofSouth
Carolina's workers – be­
long tounions,leapfrog­
gingNorth Carolinain
2015 torank last nation­
wide, according toaJan­
uaryreport bythe Bureau

Cobb­Hunter

of Labor Statistics.
Seth Holzopfel,with the

International Association

of FirefightersinMyrtle
Beach,said the law should
berenamed the "right to
work for less"– contending
it's madeSouth Carolinaa
virtual sweatshop–or
"right tofreeload,"as it
allows peoplein aunion­
covered jobtoreceive
benefits without paying
dues.
As expected, the state's

Chamber of Commerce
adamantlyopposes the
proposal.
MikeeJohnson,president

ofCoxIndustries,saidit
wouldhaltthestate'seco­
nomicmomentum.
"We've gotto havethe

jobs beforewe getthe
wages. This is oneofthose
things that wouldstop
companies fromcoming to
South Carolina,"hesaid,
adding that none of his
500workers make less
than$10 an hour. "South
Carolina workers donot
need fewerchoices when
it comes tohow theywork
every dayor added costs
forced upon them."
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Analysis: Pope shines spotlight
on GOP minority challenges
BY STEVE PEOPLES
Associated Press

SPARTANBURG ­ The
Republican Party's tug­of­
war over its relationship with
black and Hispanic voters was
underway long before Pope
Francis decided to answer a
question about Donald Trump.
On one side, Marco Rubio

and others insist the GOP
must attract more minorities
to win the presidency. On the
other, leading rivals Trump
??????????????????????????
rhetoric designed to motivate
angry white conservatives.
Complicating it all is immi­
gration, the issue the party's
pragmatic professionals can't
square with the passions of
their most faithful voters.
Pope Francis on Thursday

shined an international spot­
light on the intraparty debate
when asked about Trump's
call to build a massive wall on
the U.S.­Mexican border, he

said those who seek to build
walls instead of bridges are
not Christian.
It's a high­stakes clash that

could determine much more
than South Carolina's Repub­
lican primary election today,
but also whether the GOP
nominee succeeds in Novem­

ber's general election.
"I don't think conservatism

has ethnic boundaries," Rubio
told The Associated Press on
Thursday as he campaigned
alongside South Carolina's
Indian­American Gov. Nikki
Haley and African­American
Sen. Tim Scott.

AP PHOTO/JOHN BAZEMORE

Republican presidential candidate Sen. Marco Rubio, R­Fla.,
speaks as South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley looks on during a
rally Friday in Columbia.
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