
Senator set to sue
over succession
Selection of
next lieutenant
governor at issue
AMANDA COYNE
THE GREENVILLE NEWS

State Sen. Tom Davis is
prepared to file suit over
the selection process of
the next lieutenant gover­
nor.
If his fellow senators

do not unanimously agree
on Tuesday to resolve a
discrepancy between a
constitutional amend­
ment and the way it ap­
peared on voters' ballots
in 2012, the Beaufort
County Republican will
file a petition for original
jurisdiction with the
South Carolina Supreme
Court.

In 2012, South Carolina
voters chose to elect the
governor and lieutenant
governor on a joint ticket
starting in 2018. Since the
1800s, candidates for gov­
ernor and lieutenant gov­
ernor have been elected
separately. The new sys­
tem would ensure that the
governor and lieutenant
governor were members
of the same party. Under
the old system, a Republi­
can could be elected gov­
ernor and a Democrat
could be elected lieuten­
ant governor, or vice ver­
sa. The constitutional
amendment also allows a

governor to select his or
her own lieutenant gover­
nor with the advice and
consent of the senate if
the position becomes va­
cant.
When the 2012 consti­

tutional question passed,
it specified that the
change would not take
place until the 2018 elec­
tion. But when it was add­
ed to the South Carolina
Constitution, the phrase
"beginning with the gen­
eral election of 2018" was
omitted.

That omission could al­
low Lt. Gov. Henry
McMaster to choose his
own successor when he
assumes the governor­
ship in 2017. He will re­
place Gov. Nikki Haley
upon her confirmation to
the post of U.S. ambassa­
dor to the United Nations.
Davis requested Fri­

day that Senate President
Pro Tempore Hugh Leath­
erman and House Speak­
er Jay Lucas move on
Tuesday for a unanimous
"Sense of the Senate" and
"Sense of the House," re­
spectively, with the intent
of changing the amend­
ment's language when the
General Assembly con­
venes on Jan. 10. If those
motions do not succeed,
Davis has prepared pet­
itions to deliver to the
state Supreme Court the
same day.
"The General Assem­

bly has included within

the South Carolina Consti­
tution an amendment that
is materially different,
both in text and effect,
from the text the General
Assembly authorized for
consideration by the elec­
tors and the text those
electors approved," Davis
wrote in an email to Leath­
erman and Lucas. "This
goes to the very heart of
constitutional govern­
ance; the people's will, le­
gitimately exercised, has
not been effected, and this
wrong must be corrected,
immediately."
As president pro tem­

pore, Leatherman is next
in line for the lieutenant
governorship, according
to the South Carolina line
of succession. Leather­
man said last week that he
would not take the posi­
tion of lieutenant
governor. That would re­
quire him to resign his
role as president pro tem­
pore if the amendment's
language is clarified.
If the language is not

changed, the amendment
could be interpreted to
mean that McMaster can
choose whoever he wants
as lieutenant governor
and Leatherman could re­
tain his senate leadership
position.
Leatherman could not

be immediately reached
for comment Friday after­
noon.
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Dems plotto portray nominees as'swampcreatures'
SenateDemocratsaremocking Trump's "drain theswamp"

rhetoric andplantoreveal inconsistenciesin his Cabinet choices.
Butthey concedetheyhave little leverage tostophis nominees.
BY JENNIFERSTEINHAUER
The New YorkTimes

WASHINGTON

SenateDemocrats concede
they havelittleleverage tostop
DonaldTrump'sCabinet nomi­
nees.Butthat will not discour­
age themfromtrying tomake
lifeas uncomfortable aspossible
for manyof hischoices, withthe
hope offorcing their Republican
colleagues andTrump tosquirm
alongthe way.
Withnominees likeRep. Tom

Price, R­Ga., aproponent of
fundamental changesto Medi­
care, tobehealthsecretary, and
StevenMnuchin, aGoldman
Sachstrader turnedhedge fund
manager,as Treasury secretary,
Democrats hope touse thecon­
firmationhearingsto highlight
the wideriver ofincongruities

betweenTrump'scampaign
promisesand muchof the team
heis assembling. Thegoal: to
fuel anarrative that theincom­
ingpresident,and theRepub­
licans whosupport him,cannot
betrusted.
"President­elect Trumpprom­

isedthat hewas going toclean
upthe swamp,"said Sen.Chuck
Schumer, D­N.Y.,the incoming
Democraticleader, "and a
whole lotofhis nomineeshave
had their careerinthe swamp."
One byone, Schumersaid,

Democrats will usethe confir­
mationprocess tohighlight
positions heldby nomineesthat
are either inconsistentwith
Trump'scampaign promisesor
raise thesorts of ethicalques­

tions Democrats triedinvain to
hang aroundTrump'sneck
duringthe campaign, like refus­
ingtorelease his taxreturns.
Sen.ElizabethWarren, D­Mass.,
who serveson committeesthat
are likelyhavecontentious hear­
ings, canbe counted ontowork
over manynominees.
"We shouldknowwhat direc­

tion this administrationis head­
ed in,"Schumersaid."They
didn't winthe electionbysaying
they were goingtohire people
who wanttocut SocialSecurity
and Medicare.Iwill also be
looking forany ethicaltrans­
gressions."
Forstarters,Democrats an­
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NOMINEES
nouncedlast weekthey
would pushfor arule
requiring allCabinet­level
nomineestoprovide Con­
gress with their taxre­
turns, amovemade to
suggest someof Trump's
selectionsmight share
conflict­of­interest andtax
issueswith the incoming
president.
Democrats havethem­

selves toblamefor their
weakenedposition in
challenginganominee.In
2013,the Senate voted
largely alongparty linesto
removethe 60­vote
threshold onCabinet­level
andnon­Supreme Court
judicial nominees.
Trump'snominees will
nowneed thesupport of
only51senators tobe
confirmed; Republicans
are expectedtohold52

seats next year.
"At theend of theday,

we werethe oneswho
changed it to51,"said
Sen.Claire McCaskill,
D­Mo.,who votedfor the
measure. "Ithinkit's
importanttoremember
how righteouswe were."
Itis highlyunusual for

Congress,even inan era
of dividedgovernment,to
outrightfilibusterCabinet
nominees.Republicans
haveshownbroad support
for Trump'schoices so far,
even those lawmakers
who havebeenotherwise
criticalof him.
Inone tellingmove,

Sen.Susan Collins,R­
Maine, gaveafastnod to
Trump'schoice ofat­
torney general, Sen.Jeff
Sessions,R­Ala., who

cameunder immediate
fire byDemocrats forhis
decades­old positionson
civilrightsissues andhis
hard­lineimmigration
stance that madehim an
early Trumpally.
Inshort, Republicans

say bringit on."Respon­
sibleDemocrats respond­
ed tothe electionbysay­
ingthey heard the mes­
sage ofthe American
people andpledged to
work with theincoming
administration andRe­
publicansinCongress to
moveAmerica forward,"
saidAntoniaFerrier, a
spokeswomanfor Sen.
Mitch McConnell,R­Ky.,
the majority leader.She
added,"We hope respon­
sibleDemocrats won'tbe
bulliedby theradical left

toturn the confirmation
process into somepolitical
sideshow."
ButDemocraticlaw­

makerscanmakethepro­
cessafflictive.Priceisex­
pectedtoreceiveapartic­
ularlyhotgrilling.Asa
congressmanfromGeorgia,
Pricehasbeenthechief
architectofaplantorepeal
theAffordableCareAct
andhaslongdesiredto
transformMedicareintoa
voucherlikeprogramfor
futureparticipants.
Sessionsislikelytoun­

dergotoughquestioning
aboutaccusationsofracial­
lyinsensitivecomments
fromthe1980sthat
doomedhisnominationto
beafederaljudgeandhis
tentativeembraceof
Trump'scallforabanon
Muslimimmigration.That
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effortseemsmostlikelyto
backfirebecauseSessions
hasservedintheSenatefor
morethanadecadeand
hasacomplexrecordon
civilrightsbackhomein
Alabama,andhisRepub­
licancolleagueswilllikely
bequick todefend him.
"Ourfriend,"said Sen.

John Cornyn,R­Texas, the
No. 2Senate Republican,
referring toSessions,"is
undoubtedlyqualified and
prepared for this role as
attorneygeneralbecause
of thelong careerhespent
protectingand defending
ourConstitution and the
ruleof law."
BetsyDeVos, the Michi­

ganbillionaireTrump
chosetolead the Educa­
tion Department,will also
bequestionedby Demo­
crats forher unwavering
support ofcharter schools,
many ofwhich havefared
poorly inherstate, andtax
issuesconcerning her

summerhome.
"There arealotof

pointed questionsIplan to
ask,"said Sen.Ron Wy­
den, D­Ore.,the highest
ranking Democraton the
SenateFinance Commit­
tee,which oversees the
Medicare programand
requires taxreturnsfrom
nominees."These nomi­
nationhearingsare ex­
tremely importantinthat
they aregoing toprovide a

key opportunitytolay out
the concernswehave."
Democrats hope that

moderateRepublicans,
especially those upfor
re­electionintwo years,
will face an uncomfortable
voteonsomeone like
Price, giventhe popularity
of theMedicare program.
"Are Republicansgoing to
wantto voteforaguywho
wants toraisethe Medi­
careeligibilityage?"said
Sen.Sherrod Brown, D­
Ohio."I don'tthink it'sa

done deal."(Itprobably is
a donedeal.)
Butmost Democrats

seemmore interestedin
pointing outthat Trump's
nomineeslargely stand
out ofstep withhis cam­
paign promisesto"drain
the swamp"oflobbyists,
former bankersand Wash­
ingtoninsiders. Mnuchin
is a17­year veteranof
Goldman Sachs,and the
billionaireinvestor Wilbur
Ross,the choice forcom­
merce secretary,signed a
letter insupportof the
Trans­Pacific Partnership
trade deal,which Trump
hasridiculed as disas­
trous.
Democrats plantouse

the nominationprocess to
underscorethe dichotomy.
"He's fillingit with bigger
swamp creatures,"said
Sen.Patty Murray,D­
Wash., whois pressing for
nomineesto berequired
todisclose taxreturns.
And for whatever

bumps Priceor Sessions
might face,othernomi­
nees will probably breeze
through confirmation.
Gov.Nikki R.Haley,R­
S.C.,whom Trumphas
chosen tobehisambassa­
dor totheUnited Nations,
and ElaineL. Chao,a
former laborsecretary
whomhehas nominated
for secretary oftrans­
portation,have encoun­
tered littleopposition.
McConnell is especially

excitedfor Chao,his wife.
"Ithink it wasan out­
standing choice,"he said.

''THEREAREA
LOTOFPOINTED
QUESTIONSI
PLANTO ASK."

Sen. Ron Wyden, D­Ore.

AL DRAGONYT

Sen. Chuck Schumer (D­N.Y.) celebrates being namedminority leader
afterthe SenateDemocratic organizingmeeting onNov.16.
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STEPHEN CROWLEYNYT

Sen. ChuckGrassleywith attorneygeneral nominee
Sen. Jeff Sessions, whois expectedto get atoughgrilling.

AL DRAGONYT

SenateMajorityLeader Mitch McConnell, R­Ky., meetswith Betsy DeVos,
DonaldTrump's pick foreducation secretary, in Washingtonon Dec.1.
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Lt. Gov. McMaster predicts smooth
hand­over from Gov. Haley
BY SUSANNEM. SCHAFER

Associated Press
COLUMBIA

As he prepares to take
over South Carolina's top
job, Lt. Gov. Henry McMas­
ter said Friday there is
"much work to be done" on
the state's crumbling roads,
struggling schools and chal­
lenged water supplies, but
he shied away from of­
fering any concrete solu­
tions.
"We will make progress,

great progress," McMaster
predicted in his first public
comments since Gov. Nikki
Haley was tapped last week
to become President­elect
Donald Trump's U.N. am­
bassador. She must be con­
firmed to the post by the
U.S. Senate.
McMaster will assume

the governor's role upon
Haley's formal resignation.
He would serve out the
remaining two years of
Haley's current term in
office.
The lieutenant governor

said he and Gov. Haley
have staff members meet­
ing in order to plan for the
change.
"When she becomes

Ambassador Haley, we will
have a very smooth transi­
tion," he said. He declined
to answer queries about
whom he would like to see
serve as his lieutenant gov­
ernor, and avoided answer­
ing a question about wheth­
er he'd support an increase
in the gas tax to help re­
build the state's roads.
"I think everyone recog­

nizes that our infrastruc­
ture, in terms of roads,
bridges, highways, are crit­
ical to our future, as well as
our schools, education,
clean water and strong
people," McMaster said.
"We have much work to be
done."
He spoke after standing

in for Haley at the gover­
nor's annual session with
top U.S. military command­
ers in the state sponsored
by her Military Base Task
Force. The group was
founded to help stave off
Pentagon base­closure
moves to shed unneeded
infrastructure as the size of
the uniformed military
forces was slashed in the

post­Cold War era.
Most of the seven mil­

itary commanders who
spoke asked McMaster for
help in getting Congress to
reject new Pentagon budget
cuts, known by the term
"sequestration." Many
South Carolina Republican
members of Congress have
backed the automatic,
across­the­board cuts as a
means of controlling gov­
ernment spending.
Several of the military

commanders also said their
service members are look­
ing for improvements in
local schools attended by
their children.
Although not outright

critical of local schools,
several officers pointed out
that their service families
rely on local education
because they can't afford
private schools. The state's
Supreme Court has ruled
that South Carolina has
denied educational oppor­
tunities to poor rural
schools and has ordered
lawmakers to fix the sys­
tem.

Fort Jackson commander
Maj. Gen. Pete Johnson
noted that two­thirds of his
military families don't live
on his installation, and all
service members' middle
and high school age chil­
dren attend local schools.
"Education remains one

of the most important fac­
tors" for military families
as they ponder their con­
stant moves about the
country, he said. Military
children must transfer six
to a dozen times during
their early school years, the
two­star general said.
Shaw Air Force Base

commander Col. Daniel
Lasica pointed out that
many of his installation's
families have chosen to live
an hour away in Columbia
instead of near the installa­
tion so they could have
more school choices. Pri­
vate schools are too expen­
sive for many military fam­
ilies, he said.
They officers represented

the Army, Marine Corps,
Air Force, Navy and Coast
Guard and the South Car­
olina National Guard.
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MARY ANNCHASTAIN AP

SouthCarolinaLt. Gov. Henry McMasterwill assume the
governor's role uponcurrent Gov. Nikki Haley'sformal
resignation,after she is appointedas ambassadorto the
UnitedNations.He wouldserve out the remainingtwo years
ofHaley'scurrent termin office. McMastersaidFridayin
publiccomments thatthere is "muchworkto bedone" on
thestate's crumblingroads, struggling schools andchallenged
watersupplies, buthe shied away from offeringanyconcrete
solutions.
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Soon­to­beGov. McMaster mum
on gas­tax hike,his successor
Lt. Gov. McMaster will becomegovernor iftheU.S. Senate

confirms Gov. Nikki HaleyasU.S. ambassadortothe United Nations.
BY CASSIECOPE

ccope@thestate.com

Lt.Gov.Henry McMasterwas
silent Fridayonwhether he
would supportan increase tothe
state's gas taxandwho should
succeed himas lieutenant gover­
nor.
McMasterwill rise tothe gov­

ernor'soffice if theU.S. Senate
confirms Gov.NikkiHaley tobe
ambassador totheUnited Na­
tions.
Whowill becomelieutenant

governor ifMcMaster ascendsto
the Governor'sMansion isun­
clear.
Historically,the presidentpro

temporeof theSenate rises to
lieutenantgovernor, asstatelaw
hassaidinthe past.However,
somesay a2014 change tothe
stateConstitution enables

McMastertoappointalieutenant
governor.
"That'snot uptome,"

McMastersaid,adding, "It'sup
tothelaw."
McMasterwould notsay how

heinterprets thelaw.
The ColumbiaRepublican

addressedreportersafter ameet­
ingwith thecommanders ofS.C.
militarybases, a gathering
normallychairedbythe gover­
nor.Itwas thefirst timeMcMas­
terhasaddressedreporterssince
newsbrokethat President­elect
DonaldTrumpwould nominate
Haley,aLexington Republican
who ismidway throughher sec­
ond andfinal term asgovernor,
for the U.N.post.

McMasterwas the firststate­
wideelected official nationwide
toendorse Trump for theGOP
presidential nomination.He also
delivered aspeechnominating
Trump for theGOP nomination
at the Republican
National Convention in
July.
Whenasked about

top issuesFriday–
funding S.C.schools,
includingrural
schools that suedthe
statefor more money,
and thestate's crum­
bling roadsand bridges, McMas­
terwas vague.
"We willmake progress –great
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progress,"hesaid.
McMasterwould not say

whether hesupports in­
creasing the state's 16.75­
cent­a­gallongas taxto
pay for roadrepairs.South
Carolina'sgas taxis the
secondlowest inthena­
tion.
On Thursday,the head

of thestate's roads com­
missionsaidMcMaster
hasthe opportunity tobe
an "infrastructure
governor."
"Everyonerecognizes

that ourinfrastructure, in
terms ofroads, bridges,

highways, are criticalto
the future,"McMaster
said.
Ed McMullen,aColum­

biabusinessman whois
assisting McMasterinhis
transition tothe gover­
nor's office after also
working onTrump'stran­
sition,saidthe goal is fora
"seamless transition be­
tweenGov. Haleyand
Gov.McMaster."
"This isavery different

transition (than
Trump's),"McMullen said
Thursday, addingheex­
pects there tobeless turn­

over inthe state'sexec­
utiveagencies thanin
Washington,where Trump
hasto appointsome
4,000officials.
"Hewill fulfill hiscon­

stitutional role with avery
qualified team,"McMul­
len saidof McMaster.
"This isvery different
thanif it hadbeen after an
election.
"We'llmeet onsettinga

timelineover the next
couple days.... We're
trying tomake surewe
haveaseamlesstransition
betweenGov.Haley and

Gov.McMaster."

Bristow Marchant
contributed.Cassie Cope:
803­771­8657,@cassielcope

MCMASTER
ENDORSEDTRUMP
FORREPUBLICAN
NOMINEEEARLYIN
PRIMARYSEASON

SC0148 State
Page Number: 3Publication Date: 12/03/2016

Soon­to­be Gov. McMaster mum on gas­tax hike,his successor
BY CASSIE COPE ccope@thestate.com
48.51 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 1

67012-12-03_3002.pdf

County: Richland



SC0148 State
Page Number: 3Publication Date: 12/03/2016

Soon­to­be Gov. McMaster mum on gas­tax hike,his successor
BY CASSIE COPE ccope@thestate.com
48.51 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 2

67012-12-03_3002.pdf

County: Richland



Trump taps Carson
for HUD secretary
NEW YORK ­ Donald

Trump chose retired neu­
rosurgeon
Ben Car­
son on
Monday to
be secre­
tary of the
Depart­
ment of
Housing
and Urban
Develop­
ment, raising fresh concerns
about the lack of experience
some of Trump's Cabinet
picks have with agencies
they're now being chosen to
lead.
Carson, who opposed

Trump in the Republican
primaries, has no back­
ground in government or
running a large bureaucracy.
In addition, South Caro­

lina Gov. Nikki Haley,
Trump's choice to be ambas­
sador to the United Nations,
has no foreign policy expe­
rience. Steve Mnuchin, a
former Goldman Sachs
partner and Hollywood
executive, is Trump's man
to lead the Treasury Depart­
ment but has never worked
in government. And retired
Gen. James Mattis, a wide­
ly praised battlefield com­
mander, spent decades
in the Marines but now is
tapped to run the nation's
largest government agen­
cy, the Defense Depart­
ment, with 740,000 civilian
employees in addition to 1.3
million service personnel.

BEN
CARSON
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Mistrial declared in motorist's shooting
By BRUCE SMITH
and SEANNA ADCOX
Associated Press
CHARLESTON ­ A South Caro­

lina judge declared a mistrial Monday
after a jury deadlocked in the murder
trial of a white former police officer
charged in the shooting death of an
unarmed black motorist.
A panel of one black and 11 white

jurors ­ who had seemed close
to a verdict to convict Friday, with
apparently only one holdout ­ said
Monday they were unable to reach a
unanimous decision after deliberat­
ing more than 22 hours over four
days.
"We as a jury regret to inform the

court that despite the best efforts of
all parties we are unable to come to
a unanimous decision," said Circuit
Judge Clifton Newman, reading a

note from the jury before declaring
a mistrial.
Former patrolman Michael Slager

was charged with murder in the April
4, 2015, shooting death of 50­year­
old Walter Scott. The judge had said
the jury could also consider a lesser
charge of voluntary manslaughter.
Outside the courtroom, Scott's

mother and brother said justice will
eventually prevail.
"I'm not sad, because I know jus­

tice will be served," Judy Scott said.
Asked whether he could forgive

Slager, Anthony Scott said he could
eventually "find the peace" to forgive
the ex­officer but not before justice
is served.
"He gets to spend Christmas with

his family," he said of Slager.
Cellphone video taken by a

bystander that showed Scott being
shot in the back five times was shown
widely in the media and on the inter­
net and shocked the country, inflam­
ing the national debate about how
blacks are treated by law enforcement
officers.
After the video went public, Slager

was fired by the police department
and charged with murder. Scott's
family called for peace in the North
Charleston community. Their calls
for calm are believed to have helped
prevent the kind of violence that

See MISTRIAL, page 4A

MISTRIAL
Continued from 1A
erupted elsewhere when
black men were killed in
encounters with law enforce­
ment.
It's the second time in

recent weeks a jury has dead­
locked in an officer­involved
shooting. A mistrial was
declared Nov. 12 when a jury
in Cincinnati couldn't reach a
verdict in the case of a former
campus police officer who
was also charged with shoot­
ing a black motorist.
The video in the Scott slay­

ing renewed debate about
how blacks are treated by
white law officers. There have
been similar debates over
race and policing in places
from New York to Ferguson,
Missouri, and from Tulsa,
Oklahoma, to North Caro­
lina.
Slager's wife, Jamie, cried

after the jurors were dis­

missed and briefly put her
head on the bench in front
of her. She said "thank you
for everything" to the defense
lawyers as they left the court­
room. She did not respond
when reporters asked if she
wanted to comment.
One female juror wiped

away tears with her hands
and a tissue as the attorneys
addressed them and thanked
them for their hours of work.
There were no outbursts

in the courtroom. Slager's
lawyer, Andy Savage, did not
comment.
Scott's family again called

for peaceful protests.
"We're not going to tear up

this city," Anthony Scott said.
"We're not happy. But we're
not sad."
Solicitor Scarlett Wilson

praised Scott's family for their
patience and understanding.

"They have not received
the credit they deserve in
their calm leadership for the
community," she said in a
statement. "The Scotts have
been a sterling example of
dignity and grace in extraor­
dinary circumstances."
Slager also faces trial next

year in federal court on
charges of depriving Scott of
his civil rights.
Gov. Nikki Haley said that

she understood there will be
"a new trial where the Scott
family and all of South Caro­
lina will hopefully receive the
closure that a verdict brings.
Justice is not always imme­
diate, but we must all have
faith that it will be served I
certainly do."
While Slager is white and

Scott was black, the video,
not the races of the men,
dominated the trial.

Scott was pulled over in
North Charleston for having
a broken taillight on his 1990
Mercedes and then fled the
car, running into a vacant lot.
Family members have said
he may have run because he
was worried about going to
jail because he was $18,000
behind on child support.
The prosecution argued

that the 35­year­old Slager let
his sense of authority get the
better of him.
The defense maintained

that the two men wrestled
on the ground, that Scott got
control of Slager's stun gun
and then pointed the weap­
on at the officer before the
shooting. The defense also
contended there was no way
the officer could tell if Scott
was unarmed.
Last year, the city of North

Charleston reached a $6.5
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million civil settlement with
Scott's family. In the wake
of the shooting, the city
also asked that the U.S. Jus­
tice Department conduct a

review of its police depart­
ment policies with an eye
toward how the department
can improve its relationship
with residents.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Michael Slager, left, walks from The Mills House Hotel to the Charleston
County Courthouse under the protection from the Charleston County
Sheriff's Department during a break in the jury deliberations for his trial
Monday in Charleston, S.C.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Pastor Thomas Dixon, left, prays during a prayer vigil
in front of the Charleston County Courthouse as the
jury deliberates in the Michael Slager trial Monday in
Charleston, S.C.
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Leatherman's call
ThumbsuptoS.C.Sen.

HughK.Leathermanforpass­
ingonachancetoascendtoa
statewideofficeaslieutenant
governorsohecancontinueto
representthepeopleofFlo­
renceCountywhohaveelect­
edhimagainandagain(and
againandagainandagain…).
Hesaidthisweekthathe
wantstostaywhereheis,
whichmeanshewillremainas
chairmanoftheSenateFi­
nanceCommittee.Inthat
role,Leathermanholdsas
muchpowerasanyoneinthe
state.…
SouthCarolinavotersdecid­

edtwoyearsagotostopelect­
ingalieutenantgovernor.
Rather,thegovernorwillget
toappointalieutenantgover­
nor.Butthatlawisnotsup­
posedtogointoeffectuntil
2018.Itcouldbeacourthasto
decidewhowillreplaceHenry
McMaster,whowillreplace
departingGov.NikkiHaley(if
theU.S.Senateapprovesher
appointmentastheUnited
States'ambassadortothe
UnitedNations).

–MorningNews
Florence
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