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Impact of Confederate flag

A short time ago, there was abig
hassle concerning the Confederate rebel
battle flag flying over the Statchouse
grounds in Columbia. I understand
some people saw it as a symbol of slav-
ery and racism and wanted to remove
the flag. Gov. Nikki Haley agreed along
with a majority of legislators. I can as-
sure you that the young men in the Con-
federate army fighting in the Civil War
had no thoughts of a symbol, just want-
ed to get it over with and come home. [
understand. I was an infantry soldier in
Korea in the early 1950s. I didn’t know
why [ was there but [ was. Just like all
the men in my outfit, we wanted to get it
over with and come home.

In the late 1940s and carly 1950s, U.S.
Sen. Strom Thurmond was a Democrat
and ran for president on the Dixiccrat

ticket and carried the South. Later the
senator left the Democratic Party and
joined the Republican Party as it was
more in line with his political beliefs.
One of the main planks in the Dixiecrat
platform was “scgregation yesterday,
scgregation today and scgregation
tomorrow.” To me, I can’t sec a dime’s
worth of difference between segrega-
tion and racism. They are like brothers.
I realize some time a segregationist
—namely Gov. George Wallace of Ala-
bama — was popular with some people.

Thurmond, a segregationist, must be
quite popular in South Carolina. He has
a school named for him as well as a lake
and a highway.

[ guess that little flag was somewhat
larger than [ imagined. Just trying to
make sense of things.

Jim McGaughy
Aiken
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South Carolina marks solemn
milestone of domestic violence

BY MEG KINNARD
Associated Press

COLUMBIA — As he has
each year since taking office in
2011, Attorney General Alan
Wilson is preparing to mark a
solemn milestone.

On Thursday, the top pros-
ccutor takes part in the 18th
annual Silent Witness cer-
emony. On the steps of the
Statehouse, relatives, friends
and advocates holdup life-
size silhouettes representing
cach person killed in South
Carolina during the previous
year as a result of domestic
violence. A bell rings once for
each victim.

“Everybody has to own the
problem,” Wilson recently told
The Associated Press. “It’s
a societal problem, not just a
government problem.”

October is Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month. In
September, an annual report
by the Violence Police Center
again ranked South Carolina
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worst in the nation for deadly
violence against women, with
arate of 2.32 women killed per
100,000 people in 2013. That’s
more than twice the national
average and represents 57
known deaths, compared with
50 ayear eatlier, according to
the study, which uses the latest
data available from the FBI
for crimes involving one male
killing one female.

It marked South Carolina’s
fourth time atop the list, where
the state ranked second last
year and has been in the top 10
annually for the last 18 years.

Domestic violence and gun
ownership were widely dis-
cussed this year by the South
Carolina Legislature, which
ultimately approved a bill
aimed at stemming the state’s
persistently high rate. The bill

signed into law Gov. Nikki
Haley increases penalties,
gives prosecutors more options

for punishment and also bans
some batterers from having
guns.

Wilson has said the legisla-
tion has helped the state make
progress but that more advanc-
es are needed. A task force has
recommended more changes,
like training more 911 opera-
tors, improving documentation
of the crime scene and adding
more shelters.

Throughout South Carolina’s
46 countics, prosecutors like
Barry Barnette, solicitor for
Spartanburg and Cherokee

counties, said the cascs are
among the most emotionally
difficult to handle.

Last month, Michacl Lec
Larson was sentenced to life
in prison after pleading guilty
to shooting his wife to death a
day after her birthday in May
2014. Authorities said Larson
called 911, confessing that he
had killed Mitzi Yvonne Em-

ery Larson. A witness reported
seeing the couple argue before
the shooting, and a 12-gauge
shotgun was found near the
woman’s body.

In preparing for trial, Bar-
nette met with the victim’s
family, who told him of a gris-

ly discovery. In Mitzi Larson’s
Bible, her adult sons said they
found their mother’s hand-
written record detailing cach
time she’d been abused by her
husband, a chilling keepsake
Barnette said the likes of
which are all too common in
such cases.

“She basically stayed with
him through the abuse,” Bar-
nette said of the couple that
had been together nearly 30
years.

ONLINE

For an extended ver-
‘¢ '~ 1 sion of this story, goto
: @ aikenstandard.com
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South Carolina Attorney Gen. Alan Wilson reads off the names of 46 people killed by loved
ones in South Carolina in 2013 as volunteers holdup silhouettes representing the victims at
the 17th annual Silent Witness Domestic Violence ceremony to honor victims of domestic
violence at the South Carolina Statehouse, in Columbia. As he has each year since taking
office in 2011, Attorney General Alan Wilson will take part in the 18th annual Silent Witness
ceremony on Thursday.
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McLeod solicits input from focus groups

FEMA continues to assist Horry County flood victims

BY MICHAEL SMITH
MICHAEL.SMITH@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

They never thought they'd be glad
to see someone from FEMA.

But when an inspector with the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency contacted them Tuesday;, it
eased some of the uncertainty that

came from losing their home to the
recent floods.

“Nobody knows what the process
is, what to expect,” Carolina Forest
resident Leah Hornberger said

Wednesday. “When he called me
yesterday, I don’t think I've ever been
so excited.”

Hornberger shares a home with

David Campbell in the BelleGrove
subdivision of Carolina Forest,
where at least a dozen homes suf-
fered from flood damage during tor-
rential rains Oct. 4-5.

More than 15 inches of rain fell in
Carolina Forest. Flooding was espe-

cially bad in BelleGrove, where
drainage failures at nearby outfalls

sent more stormwater gushing into
the Carolina Forest community.

Campbell said FEMA arrival
helped answer basic questions, such
as whether federal aid will temporar-
ily cover rent and if the home will be
repaired or rebuilt.

FEMA, A3

FEMA: More than 100 Horry County flood victims seeking aid

Continued from Page A1

“I'm glad he's here and that
he came here as fast as he
did,” Campbell said.

Spell couldn't officially dis-
cuss the nature of his work,
though he told Campbell and
Hornberger he'd personally
surveyed about 100 homes in
Horry County through
Wednesday morning.

The FEMA inspector is one
of many in Horry County
helping flood victims con-
tinue to assess the damage.

Randy Webster, the
county’s director of emer-
gency management, said
more than 2,000 people have
registered for federal aid.

At anews conference
Wednesday, Webster urged
affected residents to notify
FEMA. Even flood victims
with partial to no flood insur-
ance should contact the fed-
eral agency, he said.

“[Not having insurance]
has nothing to do with denial
or approval. It’s all based
upon need,” Webster said.
“So please don't let the fact
that you did not have flood
insurance prevent you from
seeking out help. It’s really
the opposite.”

Webster also said at the
news conference that FEMA
has opened two disaster re-
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County.

They are the best places to
go for anyone seeking FEMA
assistance, he said.

One is located at the North
Stand Recreation Center at
120 Hwy. 57 S. in Little River,
and the other is at the South
Strand Recreation Center at
9650 Scipio Lane south of
Myrtle Beach.

The centers will be open
seven days a week from 8
a.m. to 7 p.m. They will re-
main open until further no-
tice, according to a statement
from Gov. Nikki Haley.

FEMA officials will be on-
site at each recovery center to
answer questions flood vic-
tims may have.

Victims can also apply in
person for FEMA assistance,
though applying online in
advance is still preferred.
That can be done at
http://DisasterAssistance.gov.

Webster said that as of
Wednesday, about 2,000 peo-
ple had registered for FEMA
aid.

He didn't have an estimate
of how many FEMA repre-
sentatives were in Horry
County, but noted more are
on the way.

“Counseling issues, hous-
ing needs and other financial
help may be offered depend-
ing on what your needs are,”
Webster said.

From Oct. 4-5, between 12
and 24 inches of rain flooded
numerous communities in
Horry County, flooding more
than 320 homes excluding
the Conway area.

Webster said county offi-
cials are waiting for floodwa-
ters to recede before a more
detailed assessment can be
done in the Conway area.

Longs saw the most rain at
23.74 inches, followed by
North Myrtle Beach at 21.9
inches, according to the Na-

tional Weather Service in
Wilmington, N.C.

A measuring station six
inches east from the center of
Conway reported 18.81
inches. Rain amounts down-
town Conway were not avail-
able.

Socastee got 17.8 inches,
while most reporting stations
in and around Myrtle Beach
saw between 15.4 and 17.85
inches. One location seven
miles north northwest of the
center of Myrtle Beach re-
ported 20.13 inches, the
weather service said.

Flooding caused by the tor-
rential rainfall exacerbated
when the Waccamaw River
crested Thursday at 16.2 feet.
Flood stage is 11 feet and
major flood stage is 14 feet,
the weather service said.

The Waccamaw River as of

Wednesday remained at 15.7
feet, placing it well above
major flood stage. Webster
said flooding issues will likely
persist into next week.

“We're in this for the long
haul,” he said.

FEMA representatives in
the field are all wearing cre-
dentials. Webster said anyone
questioning the legitimacy of
anyone saying they’re with
FEMA is asked to call emer-
gency management at 843-
915-5150.

“If you have not registered
with FEMA, please do so,” he
said. “That really is the start-
ing point to get assistance.”

Even if victims receive let-
ters from FEMA denying as-
sistance, Webster said that
doesn’t mean affected home-
owners still can't qualify for
some sort of assistance. He

said there’s an appeals
process and alternative pro-
grams for folks seeking finan-
cial help.

“That’s not the end. Please
understand there may be ad-
ditional programs that may
be available,” Webster said.
“We don't want people to
miss out on any opportuni-
ties that may be available
through the FEMA program.”

As an alternative, low inter-
est loans are available to
businesses, homeowners and
renters through the Small
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Business Administration. The
SBA announced that as of
Tuesday, it was opening a
business recovery center at
the Conway Chamber of
Commerce.

The SBA center will be
open from 9 am. to 5 p.m.
weekdays.

MICHAEL SMITH | MICHAEL.SMITH@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

FEMA inspector Bob Spell (center) catalogs the damage to the home of David Campbell (right) and Leah Hornberger in the BelleGrove subdivision of
Carolina Forest as Hornberger takes notes. The BelleGrove home was one of nearly a dozen to experience damage from the Oct. 4 flood.
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MICHAEL SMITH | MICHAEL.SMITH@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Carolina Forest resident Leah Hornberger walks past a pile of drywall and other debris recently removed from her home
on BelleGrove Drive that flooded Oct. 4. Hornberger is one of dozens of flood victims seeking FEMA assistance.
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Teach kids how to prevent domestic and sexual violence

Teach kids
how to prevent
domestic and
sexual violence

South Carolina has been in the top
10 states for women killed by men for
maore than 15 years, with 3 domestic
viclence rate more than twice the
natienal average. This won't change
until we unite as a community o
address this costly and deadly
problem, ‘

Despite the implici-
tion of its name, in-
terpersondl violencs
i=n"i a private matter
that should only be
addressed at home. We
Y must discuss this at
| school, ehuarch and

anywhere else people
pather. Domestic and sexual viclence
are costing our state miliions of dol-
lars each year and countless lives,

The best way by stém the tde of
viclente is to provide young young
people with primary violence preven-
ticn education a3 recommended by
the 17.5. Centers for Disease Control.
CQur Youth Violeace Prevention curr-
culur hélps young peopleé bidld com-
munijeztion, boundary serting and
oither relarionship skills that prepare
them to have healthy friend and dat-
ing relationships. They lsarn to safely
intervene as bystanders to end vic
lence much like the anti-smoking
campaign warked to dramatically
reduce the namber of new smokers,

The domestic violence law sigmed
by Gov, Nikki Haley this sumner

County: Beaufort
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requires schools to educate students
on domestic viclence; Erin's Law
requires them to provide education on
sexyal violenge for grades K12 Tn-
fortunately, there’s no-mechanism 1o
make schools comply, so parents and
community members must-advocate
for youth to veceive the appropriate
eduration,

Primary prevention addresses the
societal problems that tead to domes-
tic and-sexual violence. Itis often
illustrated with a story of a person

standing a1 & river watching people

Roat by and drows, The person can-
noft save the hundreds of people who
comtimee 1o drown, but instead goes
upsiream and finds where they are
Falling into the river and builds a
bridge. We must serve people impact-
ed by domestic and sexual vielence,
burt ik 5 izresponsible pot o go up-
stream and build 3 bridge.

Plesase join 18 in building the bridpe
that wilf end domestic and sexual
violence in our comrunity. Maks sure

your schools or yeuth groups have

invited Sexual Trauma Services of the
Midlands o implement our curricu-
lum. Tatk torthe young people in your
Life about sexual and domestic vio-
lence andd the important mle we all
play in ending vialence. Don't delay
acting; our future depends on you,
, - Ginny Waller
Exeeutive Divector, Sexual Trauma
Services of the Midlands
Calumbia
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Paying for roads
after the floods

For now, a special session of
the Legistature to deal with
Aooding doesn't seem lke the
best 1use of public dollars, espa-
clally since the state doesn’™
have estimates on the extent of
the problem.

However, dealing with the
flood — and its impact oo the
state’s infrastruchure — must
ba the top pricrity when law-
makers return. This dialogue
should also reinforce the need
to find a lang-tevm, eotmpre-
tiensive plan to deal with our
needs related o roads, bridges,
and dams.

This issue largely became a
political pow for the Legislature
this past segsion with the de-
bate becorming bogged down
by certain demands of legisla-
tars, a3 well as 5.C. Gov. Nikki
Haiey.

However, the longer the
state waits to tmake an initial
investment in road funding,
the greater it will cost to pay
fer upgrades. This doesn’t
mean the General Assembly
shionld write a blank check to
the state's Department of
Transgertation. The resl trou-
ble with South Carolina's roads
isn't wholly-a lack of money.
Any real effort ta address these
roads issues must aleo involve
taking a elazer look at the bu-
reaucratic.strocture of the
gtate’s Trangpariation Depart-
ment. The agency and the
current system of pricritization
and funding roade projects haxg
been mamed by critivisms of
little wangparency and being
generated through a complex
formmla

- Atkent Stardard

County: Beaufort
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CIND? ROSS SCOPPE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
THE SYATE

We can’t
throw

these
kids
away

BRAHAR Lincoln.
Thomas Edison. Ben
Franklin. Bill Gates.
The voice on the mes-
gape followed each man's rame
with the meager amount of
schooling ke completed. The
Efarvard dropout who turmed us
into cyborgs looks Jike a schelas-
tic overachiever alongside his
predecessors: OF course they are
separated by centuries that have,
for better and worse, exponen-
tially increased the need for
formal educatiom, and of course
that’s beside the caller’s point.
His polnt was that while it was
“statistically” aceurate to say

that a better education leads to s ;

better outcame, the many nota-
ble exceptions negated my sug-
gestion that South Carcling

needs to provide a decent educa-

tom toall children.

Then kit bottom line;: When
childeen don't get a good educa-
tion, it's not the schools’ faulr —
and by extension, it’s not the
state’s fanldt; it’s the children's
tault. Children who waut an
education will get one no matter
how bad the schock; children
wha do not want & good educa-
Hon will oot get ane, ne matter
how good the school.

Trusth be told, thers®s a lot of

truth to that last part; much less,

buat: stilk a tiny bit, to the first
part. But even if we imagine that

65006-10-20_8001.pdf

- thiz reality: We can't wash our

. ourselves ageinst them. They

there are no shortcomings in our
poorest schools, and that the
probiem is the children instead
of the schools, we are left with

hands of the problam.

The “liberal" reason is fair-
ness: When chifdren don't value
education, it's often becayse
their parents don’t valve it. Are

we reilly willing to doom a ckild |
to a life of failure becayse she |
hag bad parents? For how many
generations will we visit the sing: |
of the parents upor the children? |
The “censervative™ reason is
this practical fact: We ean't
throw those children away.
Can't ship them off to another
stare, The children who don't

. geta decent education in our

state arethe ones who will stay
here, and they will continue to
drag us down,

They will end up with lonsy
Jobs; held afloat by government
safety-net programs. Some will
become criminals, and we will
have 1o spend mare on police
and cowrts end jails to defend

will raise childrer who are just
Tike them.

And this takes us back to that
argument zbout Messieurs Lin-
cotn, Edigon, Franklin and
Gates, which seems 50 reason-
able ... until you take about 10
seconds t¢ think abeut it

Then you recall that “statisti-
caliy” speaking is the only way
we can speak of whole pop-
ulations, particularly when the
statistics are so lopsided.

Youremeraber that exceptions
are ... exceptions — and that the
overwhelming majority of us are
not 50 extraordinaty as our Re-
nalssance men. Our society
could not have built the techno-
Iegicat foundation from which
Mr. (Gates boilt st much more if

. we had relied solely on the few

geninges among us. 4 good edu-
cation aliows the mediocre —

i which, statistically speaking, is.
i most of us — ko become produic-
 tive and ereative. It gliows thoge
i who ace below-averagetobe- |

| come contributing members of

Gur commmmities.

You realize that Gov. Wikki
Haley and the Legislature would
not be under court order to
provide a decent education to
the children in South Carolina's
Caorridor of Shame ¥ those chil-
dren had access to the exelusive
preparatory schoal Mr. Gates
attended, muach less his two
years at Haryard,

1§ 2 were placing blame for the
children who don't work hard
encugh to overcome the obsta-

i cles our state puts in their paths,
{1 1'd place it on the parents. It is
Page: 1
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¢ the parents” responsibility to
i make sure childten get the best

education they can. But when
parents can't or won't instill in
theéir children the valde of edu-
cation, can't or won't insist that
they do their homework every
aight, can't or won't make sure
they read books over sumimer
wvacation, we as g society have to
do that. & net cut of altruism,
then out of pure seif-inteyesl.

We have ta teach children to
value education. Then we have
to make education take, whatev-
er their learning sivie. And the
place we do that is:in the public
scheols.

It is difficult to know how to

do that — ajthough it would be
much legs difficult if we stopped
worrying about turf protection
and job protections and making
sure the vight peopte pet lncra-
tive contracts and pursuing our

65006-10-20_8001.pdf

idetlogical goals.

It is difficult to get our legisla-
tors and our governor to ignore
those distractions. But it is their
job to do that.

Once we Bgure oot how we
nead to change the siructire and
governance and curricula and
funding of.our schools so that
they will deliver a decent ednca-

- tion even to the kids who don't

want it, the jobs of teachers will
become much more difficull.
The jebs of everyone who tou-
ches education will become
more difficulr.

But when have Americang s=id
we won't do zomething just
beczuze it's difficult?

Doesn’t Américan exceplion-
alism How from our willingness
to do the difficult work in order
o achieve success?

Aren'l we the nation that was
inspiréd to rocket to the maon
and defeat the Soviet Union and

Publication Date: 10/20/2015 Page Number: 8

become the most prospercus
peaple on the planet aftera
president réminded us that *We
choose to ga to the moon i this
decade and do the other things,
not becausge they are easy, but
because they are hard™?

The sad thing is that as diffi-
cult as it will b for our leaders
todevelop a plan and our teach-

- ers to implement it, the hardest

part could be convincing our-
selves that it's worth doing.

Ms. Scoppe can be reached
at crcoppe@ihestate.com
orat (803) 771-8571.

€

. ARE WE REALLY

. WILLING TO DOOM A
. CHILD TO A LIFE OF

. FAILURE BECAUSE SHE
. HAS BAD PARENTS?
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