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Friday, 11 July 2008 

If you're one of Howie Rich's GOP targets, 
how do you feel about Katon Dawson right 
about now? 

For a very short news item in today's paper, this one raised 
more than its share of questions and observations: 

    The New Yorker pouring money into South 
Carolina’s political races in a push for school 
choice says he won’t give up anytime soon. 

    “I am not going away, and my groups are not 
going away,” real estate investor Howard Rich 
says in a video released Thursday by South 
Carolinians for Responsible Government. 

    The Rich-funded school choice group taped the 
conversation at the Columbia home of state 
Republican Party chairman Katon Dawson on 
Monday. The GOP has written into its platform 
support for school choice, vouchers and tax 
credits. 

Of course, we all knew about what the first sentence says -- this 
is one New Yorker who doesn't give a flying flip what people in 
South Carolina think or want; he's determined to make us do 
what he wants. His way of doing that is to finance misleading 
campaigns ostensibly based on other issues, since his issue 
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doesn't sell with the voters, until he gets enough people in the 
Legislature to back his boy Mark Sanford, and he can remake 
South Carolina to his liking. 

As for the other two grafs: 

Does this sort of behavior remind you of anybody? You 
know, a guy with deep pockets, an extreme vision of how 
the world ought to be, and the willingness to go to 
extreme lengths to make it so? A guy you never see, 
except that periodically he puts out these videos through 
his faithful followers, and the message in the videos is 
along the lines of "I'm still alive, and still committed to the 
cause, and I'm not going away?" Isn't there somebody 
that reminds you of?  
This was taped, not in a cave on the Upper East Side, 
but at Katon Dawson's house? Katon, the chairman of 
the same party that most of Howard Rich's targets are in 
-- the very lawmakers he wants to take out -- is part of 
the Howard Rich conspiracy? If I'm one of a number of 
GOP officeholders this guy has paid for lying ads about, 
I've got a lot of questions to ask Katon right about now. I 
don't have a lot of respect for political parties anyway, 
but even I thought they didn't do stuff like this to each 
other. If you're chairman of a party that is split between 
Mark Sanford and Jim DeMint on one side, and Lindsey 
Graham and the majority of legislative incumbents on the 
other, in what way is it considered kosher to do 
something like this?  
Howard Rich was in town, and he didn't drop by to see 
me or even call? Kidding aside, there are a lot more 
straightforward ways to get your message out than 
funneling money through surrogate entities and taping 
subterranean videos. That is, if you are at all interested 
in open, honest political debate. Which some people 
aren't.  
How come I can't find the video on the SCRG Web site? 
Am I looking in the wrong places? 

Posted by Brad Warthen at 02:13 PM in 2008 S.C., Blogosphere, Elections, 
Mark Sanford, Parties, South Carolina, The Nation, Video 
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Comments 

Are you seriously comparing a political philanthropist to a 
militant terrorist? That is really embarassing. Are you going to 
compare George Soros to Saddam next?  

Posted by: Sven Thompson | Jul 11, 2008 2:40:45 PM 

I'm sure you'll play it down, but comparing Howie Rich and this 
video to Osama bin Laden absolutely crosses the line. 
Unbelieveable. 

Posted by: Daniel | Jul 11, 2008 3:49:57 PM 

Post a comment 

 Remember personal 
info? 

 

Comments: 

 

    Preview Post 

Name: 
 

Email Address: 
 

URL: 
 

Weather  
Women  
Words  
Working  
Write your own caption  

Archives 
July 2008  
June 2008  
May 2008  
April 2008  
March 2008  
February 2008  
January 2008  
December 2007  
November 2007  
October 2007  
September 2007  
August 2007  
July 2007  
June 2007  
May 2007  
April 2007  
March 2007  
February 2007  
January 2007  
December 2006  
November 2006  
October 2006  
September 2006  
August 2006  
July 2006  
June 2006  
May 2006  
April 2006  
March 2006  
February 2006  
January 2006  
December 2005  
November 2005  
October 2005  
September 2005  
August 2005  
July 2005  
June 2005  
May 2005  

Page 3 of 4Brad Warthen's Blog: If you're one of Howie Rich's GOP targets, how do you feel about ...

7/11/2008http://blogs.thestate.com/bradwarthensblog/2008/07/howard-rich-was.html



breakthrough?  

Syndicate this site   

Add me to your TypePad People list  

About TheState.com | About the Real Cities Network | Terms of Use & Privacy Statement | About Knight Ridder | Copyright 

Page 4 of 4Brad Warthen's Blog: If you're one of Howie Rich's GOP targets, how do you feel about ...

7/11/2008http://blogs.thestate.com/bradwarthensblog/2008/07/howard-rich-was.html


