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S.C. farmers are facing
significant crop losses
BY RODDIEBURRIS
rburris@thestate.com
Significant losses tothe

state's cotton crop and
moderatelosses tothe
soybean crop areexpected
as aresult ofHurricane
Matthew, stateagriculture
officialssaidTuesday.
And whilemany peanut

farmershad madehar­
vests prior tothestorm's
punch, morethanhalf the
state's peanut buying
locations arewithout pow­
er,so that crop'sstorage
needs couldsoonbeim­
pacted, theagriculture
department said.
Inaddition, futurehar­

vests of high­valuefall
fruits andvegetables will
beimpacted, thedepart­
ment said, thoughfarmers
were abletoextracttheir
initial harvests.
StateAgriculture Com­

missionerHughWeathers
andSouth CarolinaFor­
estryAssociation Exec­
utiveDirector CamCraw­
forddid an initialdamage
assessment Monday that
included aflyover of areas
inthe PeeDee impacted
bythe hurricane.
"Farmers are facing

very similarchallenges to

last October'sflooding,
andthis natural disaster
will beanothersignificant
setback toour state'sNo. 1
industry," Weatherssaid.
Hurricane Matthew's

foray into thestatecame
almost onthe anniversary
of last year'sOctober
flood, andaffected many
of thesame areas even as
those farmerswere still
trying torecover, state
officialssaid.
Jeremy Cannon, a

fourth­generation farmer
inTurbeville, last year was
an outspoken advocatefor
staterelief for farmers
whose crops werewiped
out bythe Octoberflood.
Cannon lost hiscotton,
soybean andtobacco crops
tothe destruction.
"We actually hadmore

flooding locally thanwe
had duringthe flood,"
Cannonsaid.Water inthe
fields rose faster andina
shorterperiod of time
thanduringthe flood, he
said, but alsoreceded
faster.
InMay, theLegislature

overrode Gov. Nikki Ha­
ley'sveto of $40 million

instateaid for farmers.
One ofthe biggest prob­

lemsfrom thehurricane
will bethe cottoncrop, 90
percent ormore ofwhich
remain inthe fields,he
said, andabout 40percent
of whichhad been defo­
liatedin preparationfor
harvesting. Withthe crop
missing the protectionof
the leaves, highwinds
fromthe hurricane blew
cotton right outof the
bolls, Cannon said.
"For that cottoneast of

Sumter, andcertainlythat
east of Interstate95 that
was defoliated,it tooka
bighit," saidCannon, who
estimatedthe loss tothe
cotton crop at about 50 to
60 percent. Peanutsmay
farebetter, hesuggested,
ifthey hadn't been dug
anddid not layunder
water for days.
Damageswill become

clearerover the next cou­
ple of weekswhen farmers
are abletoget back inthe
fields.
"We werefairly fortu­

nate,"saidHolly Hill
farmer DeanHutto, who

received about 13inches
of rainfromthe hurricane.
"But it'sgotten offreally
well andthe sunshine has
been verymuch wel­
come."
One ofthe biggest prob­

lemsafter last year'shis­
toric floodwas the days of
lingering rainfall and a
continued damp,dreary
environment that denied
crops the chance todry
out, Huttorecalled.
Hutto, whofarms about

3,700 acresof cotton,
soybeans, corn,wheat,
andpeanuts, saidhefin­
ished harvesting allhis
peanuts, picked about half
his cottoncrop and gath­
ered all hisearly soybeans
that would have been
damaged or destroyedin
the stormthedaybefore
the hurricane hit South
Carolina.
Farmers areencouraged

tocomplete Clemson
University's onlinedam­
age assessment formto
aid officialsindetermin­
ingthe full impactof the
hurricane. The formis
available online at: clem­
son.edu/public/emergen­
cy.
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MATTWALSH mwalsh@thestate.com

A floodedsoybeanfieldinthe PeeDee'sForkRetch community.
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OUR VIEW

Haley actedcorrectly
in advanceof storm
By The HeraldEditorial Board
Manycoastal evacuees

who drovefarther and
farther northvainly look­
ingfor amotel room no
doubt wereupset with
Gov.Nikki Haley when
Hurricane Matthewfinally
headed out tosea.They
were thinking,"I could
havestayed home,ridden
outthe storm and saved
myselfalotofworry and
expense."
While thousandsof

SouthCarolinians fol­
lowedthe governor'sor­
derstoevacuate coastal
communities that might
havetakenadirecthit
fromMatthew, many
othersdecided tostay put.
And most ofthemun­
doubtedlyconcluded that
they had madethe right
choice.
Butinall fairness, they

needto askthemselves
what mighthavehap­
pened ifthey hadn't been
so lucky, ifMatthew had
swervedslightlywestward
andslammed directlyinto
the SouthCarolina coast­
line as acategory 3 hurri­
cane.The damage would
havebeen farmore severe
andthe deathtollpossibly
much higher.
Withthat inmind, we

commendGov.Haley for
declaringastateof emer­
gency andordering evac­
uations early. Whenshe
did soon Tuesday,the
path of Matthewwas hard
topredict –asis always
the case with hurricanes –
but forecasters said it
couldbeas dangerousas

any the SouthAtlantic
coast hasseen inyears.
Haley not onlyordered

coastal residentstoleave
but also ordered theclos­
ingof schoolsand govern­
ment offices.Stateoffi­
cialsreversed lanes on
Interstate 26 andother
highways nearthecoast
around mid­afternoon
Wednesday tofacilitate
the massevacuations,
avoiding arepeat ofthe
epic trafficjam that oc­
curredwhen Hurricane
Floyd threatened thestate
in1999.
As Matthewlumbered

toward thecoast, South
Carolina wasprepared for
the worst.Hundreds of
National Guard troops,
including units from Rock
Hill, FortMill, Chester
andLancaster, were dis­
patched toCharleston and
other seaside communities
tohelp with whatever
emergenciesmight arise.
Relief agencies were

prepared toprovide food,
shelter andsupplies to
anyone displacedby the
storm. Red Crosscrews
were senttoColumbia
andcities alongthe coast
toassistif needed.
Upstate schoolssent

buses toCharleston to
help with theevacuation.
Volunteerworkers with
powercompanies pre­
pared torush tothecoast
andhelp restore powerin
communities hit bythe
storm.
The YorkCounty Board

of Disabilities andSpecial
Needs hosted 30hurri­
caneevacuees with special
needs fromDorchester
Countyduring thestorm.
Inthe end, statesalong

the EastCoastfrom Flor­
ida toVirginia were
spared theworst potential
devastationHurricane
Matthewmight have
wrought. Butit stillwas a
consequential storm,wip­
ingout roadsand homes
closeto thewater, causing
widespread flooding,
knockingout powerfor
hundredsof thousandsof
residents, toppling trees
and, ultimately, taking
lives.
Matthewwas responsib­

le forat least 26 deaths,
somewho were crushed
byfalling trees, more who
drownedin floodwaters.
While SouthCarolina
dodgedwidespread wind
damage, flooding remains
aproblem, andinNorth
Carolina, the water in
swollencreeks andrivers
hasyet tocrest.
Yes, theordered evac­

uation was aninconve­
nience for thousands.
Manyof those who fled
couldsafely havestayed
home.
Nonetheless, we thinkit

was smarttoerr on the
side of cautionand do
what wasnecessary to
bringabout an orderly
evacuationbefore the
hurricane hit. Under the
circumstances, Gov.Haley
madethe rightchoice.
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AfterMatthew: Some inS.C.haven't
seen this,others know ittoowell
BY MEGKINNARD

Associated Press
NICHOLS
To Natalie McDo­

well,whose family
haslived inNi­
cholsfor three

generations, the flooding
fromHurricane Matthew
that swamped the Marion
Countyhamletis like
nothinginmemory.
ButRawlings LaMotte

knowsitall toowell. The
Columbia resident wasin
Nicholson Tuesday
checking onhis mother­
in­law'shouse and helping
othersget around when
the onlyway todoso was
byboat.
He didthe same thing

justover a yearago ina
Columbia subdivision
when floodingfroma
1,000­year storm inun­
dated thestate's capital
city.
As SouthCarolina slow­

ly recovered fromMat­
thew onTuesday, Presi­
dent Barack Obamade­
clared 13counties disaster
areas, openingthe way for
federal aid tohelp local
governments andstate
agencies recoverfrom the
storm. Aidfor individuals
is notnow included.
Residents ofHilton

HeadIsland finally gotto

returntotheir homes four
days after the storm and
about 290,000electric
customers around the
stateremained inthe
dark.
Gov.Nikki Haley said

SouthCarolina hasgone
frombattling ahurricane
todealing with flooding
andwarned the flood
threat, especiallyinthe
Pee Dee,may not easefor
days.
InNichols, about 10

milesfrom theNorth
Carolina line,McDowell,
herhusband Tim andtwo
sons, ages 10 and14were
having alate lunch Sun­
day after Matthewwas
headed tosea andthought
they had safelyweathered
astorm that had dropped
15 inchesof raininthe
area.
"We werefine from the

storm. There was nowa­
ter,"she recalledTuesday.
That's whywhat hap­

pened next wasso un­
expected.
Inonly 45 minutesthe

Lumber Rivermorethan a
mileaway rose soquickly
the water covered the
drivewayof their modest
ranchhouse north of

town. Just over an hour
after that they grabbed
somebelongings and
drovetothe nearby hospi­
tal wherethey both work,
spending thenight with
their family intwoun­
occupied patientrooms.
This week about 150

peoplefrom Nichols, a
community ofonly 400,
were rescuedfromrising
waters. On Tuesday the
National Guard had
closed allroads leadingto
the small businessdistrict
where buildings stoodin
several feetof water.
The water was overthe

porch andalmost tothe
bottom window sill ofthe
McDowell home.
"I've justnever seen

anything likethis" McDo­
well said asshe andher
husbandreturned byboat

SEE FLOOD, 6A

''I'VEJUSTNEVERSEENANYTHINGLIKETHIS.LUCKILYWEHADALITTLEBITOF
WARNING.SOMEPEOPLEHADNONE.
Natalie McDowell,whosefamilyhas lived inNichols
for three generations

FROMPAGE5A

FLOOD
torescue somemore be­
longings."Luckily wehad
alittle bit ofwarning.
Somepeople had none."
Water hasrisen

throughoutthe smallcom­

munity's downtown with a
square withacouple of
churches andpublic build­
ingsand amain street
with gracefulhomes with
verandas, oneowned by

LaMotte's mother­in­law.
He drovetoNichols on

Tuesday tocheck onthe
home which had standing
water inside. He also
helpedotherswho needed

togetaround just ashe
did ayear agofor resi­
dents inthe flooded Kings
Grant subdivision insub­
urbanColumbia.
"You havethousands of
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people inColumbiaready
tohelp each other. No­
body haseven heard of
Nichols," hesaid.
Now peoplein Nichols

can onlywait for theLum­
berRiver tofall, some­
thingthey hope will hap­
penby Friday.
Returningto herhouse

Tuesday reassured McDo­
well that herchildren's
baby pictures, which she
had left ontheupper shelf
of acloset,had survived
the flood.The water had
fallen abit fromMonday.
Despite herfamily's

loss, shewasthinking of
others.
"Somany other people

haveit so much worse
thanwe do,"shesaid.

In North Carolina
N.C HighwayPatrol identifies trooper inshooting

The N.C.Highway Patrolhas identified thetrooperwho
shot andkilledaman who they sayconfronted himand
other law enforcement officers asthey searched for
people trapped byflood waters.

A statementreleased bythe patrolTuesday saidSgt. J.F.
Hinsonand twomembers of theRobesonCounty
Sheriff'sOfficewere conductingasearchandrescue

operationin Lumbertonon Monday.Lt.Jeff Gordon said
the threeofficers encountered a man who becamehostile
towardtheofficers and displayed a handgun.

GordonsaidHinsonsaw the gunandshot theman.

Hinsonis a13­yearveteran assigned toTroop B,
Lumbertonpatroloffice in RobesonCounty.Gordon said
Hinsonhas been placedon administrative leave pending
an internal investigation,which isstandardoperating
procedure inany shooting involvingthe patrol.The State
Bureau of Investigation isconducting theinvestigation.

McCrorey: More flooding

North Carolina Gov. Pat McCrorywarns thatparts of the
stateare about to facefloodingleftby Hurricane
Matthew.

McCrory saidin anewsconference in Raleighon Tuesday
thatfloodingis expected to createbig problemsfor the
restof this week inGreenville,Rocky Mountand
Goldsboro.

McCrory saidcrewshaverescuedmorethan 2,000
people inmorethan 600rescue operations already.He
saidmost of thosehavebeen in Cumberland and
Robesoncounties.

More than1,000 National Guardsmenare assisting state
and locallaw enforcement andemergency responders.

Allferries havereturnedtonormal operations with the
exceptionof the Hatteras­Ocracoke run.But McCrory
saidN.C.12isclosed attheBonner Bridge.The storm
caused some damage in theequipment beingused in the
constructionof the replacement bridge.
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RAINIEREHRHARDT AP

TomChickos,ofAsheville,N.C. withBrotherWolfAnimalRescue,pulls aboat with
kennelsdownS.C. 9onTuesdayinNichols.

RAINIER EHRHARDT AP

A welcomesignis submerged infloodwatersinfrontof
the NicholsMethodist Churchon Tuesday.
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RAINIEREHRHARDT AP

NatalieMcDowell, left, speakswithRawlingsLaMotte asshe walkstoherflooded homeonTuesdayinNichols.About150 peoplewere rescuedby
boatsfrom floodinginthe riversidevillageonMonday.
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HiltonHead
reopens, despite
some objections
InHilton Head'sgated

communities, many
residentswere advised
tostay awayuntil
Wednesday orlater.
BY ERIN HEFFERNAN
eheffernan@islandpacket.com

HiltonHeadIsland
reopenedTuesday after­
noon, andthousandsre­
turned home ­despite
objectionsfrom some
HiltonHeadneighbor­
hoodleaders who said
they were notyet ready
for residentstoreturnso
soon afterHurricane Mat­
thew.
While there wasabout

an hourwait toget across
the bridge at thestart of
the 3p.m. re­entry pro­
cess, trafficsoon beganto
flow with nobackups
reportedon anyofthe
island'smajor arteries,
according toBob Brom­
age, spokesman for the
Beaufort CountySheriff's
Office.
Someresidents reached

the islandonly tofind
their homesinaccessible
and manysecondary roads
impassablebecause of
fallen treesandstanding
water.
Christine Wilkins re­

turned toherFolly Field
home tofind alarge tree
lyingon hercar.It wasthe
firsttime shehad been
home since last Wednes­
day's mandatoryevac­
uation order issuedby

Gov. Nikki Haley.
"How arewe goingto

get that off?" shesaid,
shaking her headand she
stared upat thelarge tree.
"Ihave noidea," said

her neighbor GinaHunt,
who returnedtoher home
with tears inher eyesand
three shakencatsinher
car.
The lower levelof

Hunt's home wasflooded
with about twofeet of
water.
InHiltonHead'sgated

communities,manyresi­
dentswereadvisedtostay
awayuntilWednesdayor
later.LeadersatSeaPines,
PalmettoHallandHilton
HeadPlantationadvised
townleadersthattheywere
notreadyforresidents
becauseoffallentrees
blockingroads,flooding
andlimitedutilities.InSea
Pines,forexample,57
secondaryroadswere
blockedfromtrafficduring
thedayandmanyhomes
hadnopower.
"Re­entry meanswe

have todeal with all the
residentsthat are coming
onto the propertyand
inhibit the work that we
are doing toget things

clear,"saidPeter Kristian,
generalmanager of Hilton
HeadPlantation. "Many
of themare goingtobe
without services.Many are
not goingtobe abletoget
back totheir homes.And
thenthey're goingtohave
tofind somewhere togo."
Still, somereturning

residentsfared better than
anyone expected.
Jack Daly,aSouthFor­

restBeach residentand
owner ofthe Frozen Moo
ice cream storeinColigny
Plaza, knewhis house
sustained nomajordam­
age thankstoan update
from aneighbor. ButDaly
was worriedabout theice
cream left athis store.
"The powerwentout, so

I was scared,"Daly said.
"But I wentand checked,
and mostof the ice cream
was stillfrozensomehow.
We're openingtomorrow!
Hopefully someother
businesses opensoon.
Peoplewant somesense
of normalcyand toget an
idea that their home is still
there."

Erin Heffernan:
843­706­8142,
@IPBG_Erinh
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HURRICANEMATTHEW

Flooding
unexpected
for some
Associated Press
NICHOLS

ToNatalie McDowell,
whose family haslived in
Nicholsfor three gener­
ations,the flooding from
Hurricane Matthewthat
swamped the Marion
Countyhamlet islike
nothing inmemory.
ButRawlings LaMotte

knowsit all toowell. The
Columbia residentwasin
Nicholson Tuesday
checking onhis mother­
in­law's houseand helping
others get around when
the onlyway todoso was
byboat.
He didthe same thing

justover a yearago ina
Columbia subdivision
when flooding froma
1,000­year storm inun­
dated the state'scapital

city.
Gov. Nikki Haley said

South Carolinahasgone
frombattling a hurricane
todealing with flooding
andwarned the flood
threat, especiallyinthe
Pee Dee,may not easefor
days.
InNichols, about 10

milesfrom theNorth
Carolina line,McDowell,
her husbandTim andtwo
sons, ages 10and14 were
having alate lunch Sun­
dayafter Matthewwas
headed tosea andthought
they had safelyweathered
a stormthat haddropped
15 inchesof raininthe
area.
"We werefine from the

storm. There was nowa­
ter,"she recalledTuesday.
That's whywhat hap­

pened next wasso un­
expected.
Inonly 45 minutesthe

Lumber Rivermorethan a
mileaway rose soquickly
the water covered the
driveway of their modest
ranch house northof
town. Justover an hour
after that they grabbed
somebelongings and
droveto thenearby hospi­
tal wherethey both work,
spending thenight with
their family intwoun­
occupied patient rooms.
Thisweek about 150

people fromNichols, a
community ofonly 400,
were rescuedfromrising
waters. On Tuesday the
National Guard had
closed allroads leading to
the smallbusinessdistrict
where buildings stoodin

several feetof water.
The water was overthe

porch andalmost tothe
bottom window sill ofthe
McDowell home.
"I've justnever seen

anything like this"McDo­
well saidasshe andher
husbandreturned byboat
torescue somemore be­
longings."Luckily wehad
a littlebit ofwarning.
Somepeople had none."
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RAINIER EHRHARDT AP

ANationalGuardhigh­watervehicledrivesthroughNicholsonTuesday.About150people
wererescuedbyboatsfromfloodingintheriversidevillageofNicholsonMonday.
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BYDAVIDLAUDERDALE

Hurricanebaby
born after young
parents evacuated
MatthewPooser's Hur­

ricane Matthewstory has
a biblicalplot.
He evacuated from

HiltonHeadIsland tothe
land ofhis upbringing
with hiswife, Lee, great
with child.
And it cametopass that

they had ahurricane baby.
Annslee Carlyle Pooser

was born inahospital in
Huntersville, N.C.,at 8:17
p.m. Friday,Oct. 7.
She checkedinto this

world at7pounds6ounc­
es atthe same time Hurri­
cane Matthewstarted
knockingin earneston
their door backhome in
Heritage WoodsinSea
Pines.
Tuesdaymorning,asthe

couplepreparedtotakethe
babytoanunknownpedi­
atricianforherfirstcheck­

up,thePoosersstilldidnot
knowhowtheirhouse
faredinthehurricane.
Butthe hurricane baby

who arrivedright onher
duedate wasjust fine.
"This isgoing tobeone

heck ofastoryinafew
years," Lee said.
Itstarted brewing a

weekbefore the evac­
uation. Matthewstarted
worrying when hesaw
models of HurricaneMat­
thew putHilton Headin
its path.
On Tuesday,Oct. 4,

they had their scheduled
visitwith their obstetri­
cian.
That's the dayGov.

Nikki Haley warnedevery­
oneonthe coast that
they'd needtoflee by3
p.m. thenext day.
The doctor laidouta

couple of options.
They couldcheck into

the hospitalimmediately.
They couldinduce labor.
And they'd have ababy in
handfor the evacuation.
Or, they couldevacuate

and findaroom neara
hospital.
The Poosersopted to

head toafriend'shouse in
NorthCarolina, near
where shegrew upin
Mooresville andhegrew
upinCornelius.
Evacuation wasnew to

them.They moved tothe
island inJune. He checked
whether their insurance
was goodinNorth Car­
olina, andthey opted to
leaveTuesday nightas
linesstarted snaking from
every localgas station.
Whenthe twoboys ­

Stephen Gaskins, 12,and

Peyton Gaskins, 10­got
home fromschool, they
heard the plan.
"Howcomeyoudidn't

tellmewehadaCategory
4hurricanecomingatus?"
oneasked,startingtocry.
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"Ithink it wasthe not

knowing about what was
tocome," Matthewsaid.
And it wasaconcern for
the fateof hisvideo
games.
They all loadedinto the

Ford Explorer,with food
andwater in case theygot
stuck intraffic:the father,
the mothergreat with
child, twoboys andtwo
3­year­oldrescue dogs,
Doc andCash.

By thetime they gotto
Columbia, Lee washaving
contractions. And they hit
abackup intrafficdue to
nighttimeroadwork onthe
freeway.
Matthewwas fretting

andLee, whohas beena
nurse,was timingthe
contractions.
Shewas grabbing her

stomach, but insisting
they presson.
"We hadheard that a

changein barometric
pressure coulddothat,"
shesaid later. "Andit
couldhave been the stress
and anxiety."
The arrivednorth of

Charlotte between 1 and
2a.m. Wednesday.
"We allheld it togeth­

er," Matthewsaid.
Two days later,Lee's

water broke.
Now the oldestbrother

is "smitten,"shesaid.The

younger oneis overly
excited.
And asLee ponders

these thingsinher heart,
shesays, "Hurricane Mat­
thew broughtus pretty
much backhome. Itwas
actually niceto behere
with family andmore
friends."

DavidLauderdale:
843­706­8115,
@ThatsLauderdale
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BEAUFORTCOUNTY

Somemaynothave
power until nextweek
About 40,000 Beaufort County residentsremained

without power Tuesdayafternoon. Thatfigure isdown
from theroughly 73,000 PalmettoElectric Cooperative
andSCE&G customerswhowerein the darkSunday
night. Some SCE&Gcustomersmay nothavepower
restoreduntilnextweek.
BY LUCASHIGH
lhigh@islandpacket.com

About40,000Beaufort
Countyresidents spent
Tuesday without power,
andsome ofthem could
remain inthedark for
another week.
CrewswithSCE&Gand

PalmettoElectricCooper­
ativeworkedthroughthe
weekendtorepairlinesin
theaftermathofHurricane
Matthew,butthousandsof
localsthroughoutthecoun­
tyremainaffected.

SCE&G expects tohave
powerrestoration inBeau­
fortCounty "substantially
complete"by Oct.17,
according tothe utility's
website.
However, because ac­

cesstosome areasis limit­
ed, "theoutageson Dau­
fuskie Island,Fripp Island
andHunting Island could
potentially exceedthis
estimatedtime ofrestora­
tion," thesite said.
AsoflateTuesdayafter­

noon,theutilityhadmore
than20,000localcustom­
erswithoutpower.Palmet­
toElectricreportedmore
than16,000outages.
A Most businessesand

homesinBluffton have
power, but portionsof the
Heritage atNew River­
side, HeritageLakes,and
HiddenLakes neighbor­
hoodsare stillinthe dark.
There are alsoreports of
outages inneighborhoods
nearBluffton Middle

School, as wellas streets
around AlljoyRoad and
FernlakesDrive. Some
outages have beenreport­
ed inOld Town,including
inthe areaof Thomas
Heyward Street.
A On Hilton HeadIs­

land, thousandsremain in
the dark.However, reports
Tuesday indicate that
powerin portionsof North
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Forest Beach,Hilton Head
Plantation, Wexford Plan­
tation andPalmetto
Dunes hasbeen restored.
Most ofthe homesin
Palmetto Hall are without
poweras arehomes in
SpanishWells Plantation.
Power is also reportedly
spotty inthe Long Cove
area.
A Power remains spotty

north ofthe BroadRiver.
Most ofPort Royalis out
of power,as well asthe
MossyOaks, Belleview
Circle, MinkPoint Boule­

vard, andShell ParkCircle
areas ofBeaufort. Some
streets offParrisIsland
Gatewayare also report­
edly powerless. Many
Lady's Island neighbor­
hoods, includingTide­
water Creek Drive,pock­
ets of RoyalPinesand
streets neartheBeaufort
CountyAirport, are also
without power.Electricity
remains offinareas near
Orange GroveRoad andin
parts ofthe CoffinPoint
areaof St. HelenaIsland.

Power hasbeen restored
tomany ofthe businesses
alongSams PointRoad.
A There were reports

Tuesday that vast swaths
of HardeevilleandLevy
remain withoutpower.
According toamessage

posted Tuesday to
Palmetto Electric's
Facebook page, crews
were workinginanumber
of areasaround the coun­
ty. Thoseincluded numer­
ouslocations inand
around Bluffton andon
Hilton HeadIsland.

Lackof powerplayed a
majorrole inthe Beaufort
CountySchool District's
decisionto closeschools
until Monday,district
spokesman Jim Foster
said.
There were stillsix

schools withoutpower as
of lateTuesday, down
fromadozen onMonday,
hesaid.
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Gov. Nikki Haley saidas
of Tuesday afternoon
there were stillnearly
300,000residents state­
wide without power.
While normal water

servicehas beenrestored
tomost ofthe county,

there is aboiladvisory in
effect for drinkingwater
onHilton Head Island.
While there appearsto

benoevidence of water
contamination, "theHil­
ton HeadPublicService
District advises its cus­

tomers tovigorously boil
their water for at leastone
full minuteprior todrink­
ingor cooking,"according
toanews releasefrom the
Beaufort­Jasper Waterand
Sewer Authority.
A previous boiladvisory

for St. HelenaIsland,Cat

Island,Cane Island, Dis­
tant Island,WarsawIsland
andVivian's Island was
liftedTuesday, according
tothe water authority.

Lucas High: 843­706­8128,
@IPBG_Lucas

JAY KARR jkarr@islandpacket.com

AnelectricalcrewreplacesapowerpoleonRibaut Road
atNorthStreet onSaturdayinBeaufort.

JAY KARR jkarr@islandpacket.com

Arowof powerpoleswereknocked downby HurricaneMatthewalongSpanishWells
Road nearSassafras LaneonHiltonHeadIsland.
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Obamadeclares
Beaufort County
adisaster area
BY WADE LIVINGSTON

wlivingston@islandpacket.com

Beaufortis among 13 South
Carolina countiesdeclared a
federal disaster areaby Presi­
dent Barack Obamaafter the
winds andrainsof Hurricane
Matthewpummeled the state.
Gov. Nikki Haley announced

Tuesday that the orderallows
federal aid tohelp localand
staterecovery effortsincounties
most severely affectedbyHurri­
caneMatthew.
"It meanstome that some­

one's payingattention," Beau­
fortMayorBilly Keyserling said
Tuesday evening.
"Wehavealotofpeoplewho

aresortofwanderingaround
needingattention,"hecontinued,
rattlingoffquestionscitizens
haveabouthomerepairs,insur­
ance,drinkingwater,sewersand

gettingbacktowork."Hopefully
whatthismeansisthatresources
willcomeavailabletohelpthe
communityanswersomeofthese
questionsandprovidehelpto
citizensthataremostneedy."
Thedeclarationallowsthe

federalgovernmenttoreimburse
localgovernments,stateagen­
cies,somenonprofitorganiza­
tionsandelectriccooperativesfor
someexpensesincurredafterthe
storm.Disasteraidisnotcurrent­
lyavailableforindividuals.
"The president's declaration

came veryquickly,"Hilton
HeadIsland Town Manager
Steve Rileysaid."And we're
gladfor that."
Rileysaid federalreimburse­
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ments would help the
town moveforward on
some ofits initiatives,
especially those that in­
volve the island'sprivate
communitiesand roads.
"We'llbeabletoget

someof that money
back,"he said,"and rein­
vest it inthecommunity."
Attempts earlyTuesday

eveningtoreach Beaufort
CountyAdministrator
GaryKubic andHilton
HeadMayorDavidBen­
nett wereunsuccessful.
The declaration applies

toBeaufort, Berkeley,
Charleston,Colleton and
Darlington counties.Oth­
er countiescovered in­
clude Dillon,Dorchester,
Florence, Georgetown,
Horry, Jasper,Marion and
Williamsburg.
"It'sagoodthing,"Key­

serlingsaid."It'swellac­
cepted,andIhopewetake
goodadvantageofitand
managewhateverresources
areavailablewisely."

WadeLivingston:
843­706­8153,
@WadeGLivingston
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Inland havens in N.C.
watchedin shock
as waters rose
BY JESSBIDGOOD,
LIZETTE ALVAREZ AND
CAMPBELL ROBERTSON
New YorkTimes News Service

CERRO GORDO, N.C.
Diamond Hansenand

DarrylClark rented a
room inaSuper 8for a
month,hoping it was a
springboardto afresh
start inMyrtleBeach.
Thenthe evacuationorder
camefor Hurricane Mat­
thew,so they climbed into
Clark'sVolvo anddroveto
aplace that seemedsafe,
hisuncle's house well
inland inruralNorth Car­
olina.But it wasfar from
the haventhey expected.
Overthe weekend, after

the storm droppedtorren­
tial rain, thewater rose
waist­high outside the
uncle's FairBluff house
andthe couple evacuated
again, thistime byboat.
"My carisflooded,

water clearover the top,"
Clark,38,saidat ashelter
inahighschoolhere. "It
kind ofhurtalittlebit," he
added. "But youcan'tget
mad withGod."
Somehigher powermay

knowexactly where hurri­
canes aregoing, but even
with moderntechnology,
humans have toguess.As
countless residentsand
public officials learnedin
the last fewdays, this
makes the questionof
evacuations­whetheror
when toflee, whois in
danger andwho issafe ­
an extraordinarily compli­
cated call,and onepartic­
ularlyvulnerable tosec­
ond­guessing.
"You've gottobalance

the issue ofcrying wolf,
andwhether people will
pay attention thenext
time ifthe storm doesnot
strike, with thepotential
for harm," saidJim Hodg­
es, a formergovernor of
SouthCarolina, who was
criticized for not being
moreforceful inordering
evacuationsahead of
Hurricane Floydin1999.
"You have toconsider the
economic issues, but I will
say that thescales are
tilted very heavilyinfavor
of publicsafety."
Floodingworsened on

Monday inawaterlogged
area ofNorthCarolina
southof Raleighas the
authorities scrambled to
rescue peopleinLumber­
ton andnumerous other

cities facedrising waters.
Morethantwo dozen

people have beenrescued
byhelicopter since the
storm hit over theweek­
end, stateofficials said.
The storm left at least

15 peopledead inNorth
Carolina, officialssaid.
Unconfirmed estimatesof
deathsinHaiti have been
as highas1,000.
The authorities inNorth

Carolina fearedthat swol­
len rivers would continue
torise, andthe National
WeatherService reported
majorflooding in more
thanadozen areas, in­
cluding Goldsboro,Rocky
Mountand Manchester.
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Somelocal governments
ordered residentstoevac­
uate, andrivers were pre­
dicted toremainhigh for
days.
"This storm isstill im­

pacting peopleinabig
way," saidGov. Pat
McCrory, whosurveyed
hurricane damage on
Monday inFayetteville.
"You have tosee it to
believeall thedevastation
that hasoccurred."
Sincethepoorlyplanned

evacuationofNewOrleans

asHurricaneKatrinaap­
proachedin2005,when
thousandswereleftstrand­
ed,citiesandcountieshave
increasinglydeveloped
detailedevacuationplans.
Suchplanswereputinto
actionlastweekfromFlor­
idaupthroughtheCar­
olinas,asmillionswere
orderedbystateofficialsto
leavecoastalareas.
Gov. Rick Scottof Flor­

ida repeatedly urged peo­
ple toevacuate, warning
of apotentially catastroph­

icstorm.
InSouth Carolina, Gov.

Nikki Haley opted tostart
evacuationsfour days
beforethe storm.
InNorth Carolina,

which facedan already
weakenedhurricane, pla­
cesfar fromthe oceanlike
Lumberton or FairBluff
seemed unlikelytobe
danger zonesand inneed
of evacuations.Buton
Monday, someresidents,
awashinflooding from
the LumbertonRiver,

were stunned afterthe
areas werehit with more
thanafootofrain and
floodwaters coursedthe
street. Afew wereirate
andwished they had been
evacuated.
"Friday, wego get a

packof ham andaloafof
bread," saidRobbie Cha­
vis, 50,aresidentof the
Back Swamp areaof Lum­
berton, whereby Sunday
roadshad turned to
ponds, farmland to
streams,and neighbor­
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hoodsinto series of
houses or trailersseparat­
ed bycanals. "Wehad no
warning about this."
Worriedbut helpless,

Debra Holiday, 65,said
her 91­year­old mother
was stuck athome. "Her
house is surroundedby
water,"she said.
"My sister'scar isun­

derwater," Holidayadded.
"She's beenhere 91years,
andshe says she's never
seen it like this."

Officials saythe deci­
sions toevacuatecan be
extremely difficult.
"There'snohandbook

or manual that tellsyou,
'Ifthis happens, evacuate
this,' "saidMayorLenny
Curry ofJacksonville, Fla.
He added that evacuating
the areasclosest tothe St.
Johns Riverwas obvious
but that it was aharder
call for communities
slightlyfarther away.
Someexperts worry that

alull inhurricanes hitting

the stateover the past
decade couldbreed false
complacency. Butmany
Floridians disagree.
"I've beenthrough five

or six evacuations,"said
DavidR. Nelson, 54,who
droveon Fridayfrom
Cape Canaveral toashel­
terinan Orlando middle
school.Dramatic warnings
bygovernment officials
can betiresome,heac­
knowledged.That does
not meanhewas going to
ignore them.

"Let'ssay nothing hap­
pens andpeoplesay they
exaggerated," Nelson
said."But they werein the
right. Nobody hasacrystal
ball."

MIKE SPENCER AP

Aswiftwaterrescueteammakes itsway onMonday downastreetcovered by
floodwaters causedbyrain fromHurricaneMatthewinLumberton,N.C.
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MIKE SPENCER AP

Peopledisplacedbyfloodwaterscausedby rainfromHurricaneMatthewlookthrough
donatedclothingonTuesday at theBillSappRecreationCenterinLumberton, N.C.
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Thirteen counties are
declared disaster areas
ASSOCIATED PRESS
COLUMBIA ­ President

Barack Obama has declared
13 counties in South Carolina
federal disaster areas after the
winds and rains of Hurricane
Matthew pummeled the state.
Gov. Nikki Haley an­

nounced Tuesday that the
order allows federal aid to
help local and state recovery
efforts in counties most se­
verely affected by Hurricane
Matthew. The declaration al­
lows the federal government
to reimburse local govern­

ments, state agencies, some
nonpro?t organizations and
electric cooperatives for some
expenses they have incurred
after the storm. Disaster aid
is not currently available for
individuals.
The declaration applies to

Beaufort, Berkeley, Charles­
ton, Colleton and Darlington
counties. Other counties cov­
ered include Dillon, Dorches­
ter, Florence, Georgetown,
Horry, Jasper, Marion, and
Williamsburg.
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