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Today and in the days ahead, many of our state's young adults will don the traditional cap and 
gown to receive their all-important diplomas. Signaling the transition of many South Carolinians 
into the workforce, the graduation ceremonies conducted by our in-state schools underscore the 
important role young professionals play in advancing our economy.


Though many different ingredients are needed to foster an exceptional workforce, the retention 
and attraction of young professionals to our state is one of the most crucial. According to the 
Alliance for Science & Technology Research in America, 85,000 STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) related jobs will need to be filled in South Carolina by 2018. Moreover, the 
continued surge of manufacturing jobs in our state indicates an ever-increasing need for skilled 
labor. Only by keeping young talent in-state can we meet the workforce needs of our growing 
economy.


As Team South Carolina works hard to bring jobs to the Palmetto State, it's imperative that we 
continue investing in those who will one day succeed us in propelling our state to even greater 
heights.

  

     
Bobby Hitt, Secretary of Commerce

 

 
Just Announced 

 
Techtronic Industries
is expanding operations in 
Anderson County. The 
$85 million investment is 
expected to create 216 
new jobs.

Read More

SOPAKCO, Inc.
is expanding operations in 
Marion County. The $4.5 
million investment is 
expected to create 56 
new jobs.

Read More 
 

Upcoming Events
 
Full Calendar of Business 
Events 
 

 
 

Newsmakers
 
American becomes 2nd 
US airline to use Boeing 
787 Dreamliner

BMW profits rise on 

mailto:South%20Carolina%20Department%20of%20Commerce%20%3Cmarketing@sccommerce.com%3E
mailto:DougMayer@gov.sc.gov
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=e9b89cb6-a504-4107-a9e5-160e3d0d20c6&c=aa6eece0-68c1-11e3-9e74-d4ae52844279&ch=aa7332a0-68c1-11e3-9e74-d4ae52844279
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cG8xk97wGtOlxlRN_QvL4tNR9W0Spmlzl8-B4Q3Uw9xBDSjKryKhIIpLLOdiupWsKUt-jO6rPKQGxFpYMuLkoFPUMFFdOQd5VFtJ1MnbJ2hb5j95K3eWyisaTEFJcMyfnmbJsjvHEtdoPgS-vexc4mHdwMNcRcP9er-DCzwGv5o=&c=c_fQSgnw1T-jpcDOp_yfFP5QqkJj0iIP2_ZfWv2Eo05oILkUgVSrhw==&ch=OdAgksEMnrmFfEeAm_hwgAxYN-pWnIklUK1RbQi_Ciyqfa_DjJR_PA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cG8xk97wGtOlxlRN_QvL4tNR9W0Spmlzl8-B4Q3Uw9xBDSjKryKhIGKsCtyW2UWK8P3mKJRsHwiboIaZBHkPHqt9kHEFdsHtYww3fQOzrUcEUV5pJ4qGaU7kgrAqXpdz5nQG20F9rUhcAw0ouifgjeNDBcAqCFPjLO3qDE_KZXoXieWnVJMRj7R6EDBiJWbL&c=c_fQSgnw1T-jpcDOp_yfFP5QqkJj0iIP2_ZfWv2Eo05oILkUgVSrhw==&ch=OdAgksEMnrmFfEeAm_hwgAxYN-pWnIklUK1RbQi_Ciyqfa_DjJR_PA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cG8xk97wGtOlxlRN_QvL4tNR9W0Spmlzl8-B4Q3Uw9xBDSjKryKhIGKsCtyW2UWKNc3bN32Wv9JkNQ7AI_S7sgp1RAoNBt1hooHdSd9fdIpfViCU8Id2g5tJfrZmeYwyyPpQL_1SYPejRp8shh6A8-sdAele6pxG9r6JAKdkT-SqnilPGnLfiQ==&c=c_fQSgnw1T-jpcDOp_yfFP5QqkJj0iIP2_ZfWv2Eo05oILkUgVSrhw==&ch=OdAgksEMnrmFfEeAm_hwgAxYN-pWnIklUK1RbQi_Ciyqfa_DjJR_PA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cG8xk97wGtOlxlRN_QvL4tNR9W0Spmlzl8-B4Q3Uw9xBDSjKryKhIGRHdiWLsEPEkzlniIWuKRvWj9rJR2xia3vPhIEpTzQHnmdSBov57e9azp1vLvYsyyviIuQ0OvlQRHUU5nrB9JoPdMow15uiiwhLfX7vhjzGlYXFzuvLeF_2kuWGKYKqhe8T17j5s4kjo5qPenLKoSxFg3b-ZNtumFJoObbqd1lel2O4i4WS5OY=&c=c_fQSgnw1T-jpcDOp_yfFP5QqkJj0iIP2_ZfWv2Eo05oILkUgVSrhw==&ch=OdAgksEMnrmFfEeAm_hwgAxYN-pWnIklUK1RbQi_Ciyqfa_DjJR_PA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cG8xk97wGtOlxlRN_QvL4tNR9W0Spmlzl8-B4Q3Uw9xBDSjKryKhIGRHdiWLsEPEwrPSrnbcjL0OAMijK63r7sYXeONICIc3PeXznwhatB2c_8P3EWMcW2mJvBko3OmpxQozESnR6lCORgGLOIkpZidW--g3S9TrRn9Hr18d2P5mJpDm1PBomxdnQssQ1GD4&c=c_fQSgnw1T-jpcDOp_yfFP5QqkJj0iIP2_ZfWv2Eo05oILkUgVSrhw==&ch=OdAgksEMnrmFfEeAm_hwgAxYN-pWnIklUK1RbQi_Ciyqfa_DjJR_PA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cG8xk97wGtOlxlRN_QvL4tNR9W0Spmlzl8-B4Q3Uw9xBDSjKryKhIGKsCtyW2UWK87lp9TJXzpAkC9VCY0L4ujE-HdXegyCdzZGI9pUG4LGzGCCMDmnwrlQdRuIDrHfil5ZxBa7txOcWNEr73_AlaAolNGs41QTM9QH1u_pJ8ljHwhCI7g2kxg==&c=c_fQSgnw1T-jpcDOp_yfFP5QqkJj0iIP2_ZfWv2Eo05oILkUgVSrhw==&ch=OdAgksEMnrmFfEeAm_hwgAxYN-pWnIklUK1RbQi_Ciyqfa_DjJR_PA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cG8xk97wGtOlxlRN_QvL4tNR9W0Spmlzl8-B4Q3Uw9xBDSjKryKhIJ2X4OLN5-tTPYzPJthoTF-Exdh7aUJrCEvxkfBxqH8g_6OLvIZ4GfPXLYZH2cuBb1rw-anMlBvaClgWXevQAPWJBGUSPhRPuuAu7lmPyFkZ4W7mApiMZM0HpVJdZgN07w==&c=c_fQSgnw1T-jpcDOp_yfFP5QqkJj0iIP2_ZfWv2Eo05oILkUgVSrhw==&ch=OdAgksEMnrmFfEeAm_hwgAxYN-pWnIklUK1RbQi_Ciyqfa_DjJR_PA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cG8xk97wGtOlxlRN_QvL4tNR9W0Spmlzl8-B4Q3Uw9xBDSjKryKhIEuNMlvHBek4ZiUyuKSIW2hs0Lzf4lw-Qg4dEq6XvPUwn9pRKBd4PYWSNKUW4tmeyPtTev7-PktA6tgAUtiq7GmDhH50LmPvRBUKUrb3kyqcbSV4L4ZPjqmVrW3zZUQ9ng==&c=c_fQSgnw1T-jpcDOp_yfFP5QqkJj0iIP2_ZfWv2Eo05oILkUgVSrhw==&ch=OdAgksEMnrmFfEeAm_hwgAxYN-pWnIklUK1RbQi_Ciyqfa_DjJR_PA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cG8xk97wGtOlxlRN_QvL4tNR9W0Spmlzl8-B4Q3Uw9xBDSjKryKhILHo0AxtK56KJGkg9h2vy2DoU9wQeKkwwwHXILuVyTq8QZGVogxvVNZPPKni7graAuUGPAO1iipvsgtB2YZobSUlCyY23mbSJ4-Z6boXfHAp2We1O_uy_PI3RCiPOfl1_8kb3kaZ4PuyiEo7R1c1xPgXRbSPk-Q0R_jnjYBvifqMPMMFZqlfJKW6Z2gVo4Qs24r1JXsmOGpCb6f-4tltb3xXJInU6VyF3g==&c=c_fQSgnw1T-jpcDOp_yfFP5QqkJj0iIP2_ZfWv2Eo05oILkUgVSrhw==&ch=OdAgksEMnrmFfEeAm_hwgAxYN-pWnIklUK1RbQi_Ciyqfa_DjJR_PA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cG8xk97wGtOlxlRN_QvL4tNR9W0Spmlzl8-B4Q3Uw9xBDSjKryKhIIcnQJa--CrdYEomjVFxVyo91Cnl4Dvof9BfaP1Pq9M-jkVYtPmyJhkJz8ibn4PutKR0MHpW_rdY69PnnAib0bE-wvU9ggMbD8YWlUxlZJyWiRnGig-BESE=&c=c_fQSgnw1T-jpcDOp_yfFP5QqkJj0iIP2_ZfWv2Eo05oILkUgVSrhw==&ch=OdAgksEMnrmFfEeAm_hwgAxYN-pWnIklUK1RbQi_Ciyqfa_DjJR_PA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cG8xk97wGtOlxlRN_QvL4tNR9W0Spmlzl8-B4Q3Uw9xBDSjKryKhIEuNMlvHBek4cIaRYavhOfKp7tGUlIuA3YdUXjauR10p5LKMG2jE9Rh9Z8O1ki8gHI6Jxb8UjPk5xRufNzHDlmau3PUOXjVF8onYpheTct8VUuOB2zTwev5p_vLgdhi1jnKzgMn7csLLMyEtpZ-gEp23KM0piGojMupSP398Ld3rlbRBMqFEMCW0526agQs0dVEH-rXU24sO&c=c_fQSgnw1T-jpcDOp_yfFP5QqkJj0iIP2_ZfWv2Eo05oILkUgVSrhw==&ch=OdAgksEMnrmFfEeAm_hwgAxYN-pWnIklUK1RbQi_Ciyqfa_DjJR_PA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cG8xk97wGtOlxlRN_QvL4tNR9W0Spmlzl8-B4Q3Uw9xBDSjKryKhIJx_DcARGZO5EpRI-zOnd-WCPUqtQjPKmB_X165OQrR-4GW3EPairRqwv5ithzN8QsNOIkcBupaLOfL8n1sZ2x_X2-qb3prYQ5hD2BfEu2e9bXV7iXI7UlCVHB57zTNRslN16yXLwJ3kRJBwEDD5MO_sjxoDmhFEzQ==&c=c_fQSgnw1T-jpcDOp_yfFP5QqkJj0iIP2_ZfWv2Eo05oILkUgVSrhw==&ch=OdAgksEMnrmFfEeAm_hwgAxYN-pWnIklUK1RbQi_Ciyqfa_DjJR_PA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cG8xk97wGtOlxlRN_QvL4tNR9W0Spmlzl8-B4Q3Uw9xBDSjKryKhIJx_DcARGZO5EpRI-zOnd-WCPUqtQjPKmB_X165OQrR-4GW3EPairRqwv5ithzN8QsNOIkcBupaLOfL8n1sZ2x_X2-qb3prYQ5hD2BfEu2e9bXV7iXI7UlCVHB57zTNRslN16yXLwJ3kRJBwEDD5MO_sjxoDmhFEzQ==&c=c_fQSgnw1T-jpcDOp_yfFP5QqkJj0iIP2_ZfWv2Eo05oILkUgVSrhw==&ch=OdAgksEMnrmFfEeAm_hwgAxYN-pWnIklUK1RbQi_Ciyqfa_DjJR_PA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cG8xk97wGtOlxlRN_QvL4tNR9W0Spmlzl8-B4Q3Uw9xBDSjKryKhIGKsCtyW2UWK8P3mKJRsHwiboIaZBHkPHqt9kHEFdsHtYww3fQOzrUcEUV5pJ4qGaU7kgrAqXpdz5nQG20F9rUhcAw0ouifgjeNDBcAqCFPjLO3qDE_KZXoXieWnVJMRj7R6EDBiJWbL&c=c_fQSgnw1T-jpcDOp_yfFP5QqkJj0iIP2_ZfWv2Eo05oILkUgVSrhw==&ch=OdAgksEMnrmFfEeAm_hwgAxYN-pWnIklUK1RbQi_Ciyqfa_DjJR_PA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cG8xk97wGtOlxlRN_QvL4tNR9W0Spmlzl8-B4Q3Uw9xBDSjKryKhIEuNMlvHBek4UpaB8KWENhVQRjktTpW2HDUELx9NoCJC6o0db47QU4XP8FZIiNh6s23-j-GJuW-cw8l6cky3jxsHlcSHFXUUYxRAyIeXsg02tfaQeyU2MU5QliX4FkDsj1XqUHoI8jY0asQpn11z4s5_uFxbEBGo3i9iV7eWfurf-T8LKJbnt8fkW2TzdCsZuMFAEREnbur0HmIZwihH1fSuGU4C238eBBcmXINFl7dJWHKQqRE4hJIFR86LB28-DrWfPwa0-7EL&c=c_fQSgnw1T-jpcDOp_yfFP5QqkJj0iIP2_ZfWv2Eo05oILkUgVSrhw==&ch=OdAgksEMnrmFfEeAm_hwgAxYN-pWnIklUK1RbQi_Ciyqfa_DjJR_PA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cG8xk97wGtOlxlRN_QvL4tNR9W0Spmlzl8-B4Q3Uw9xBDSjKryKhIEuNMlvHBek4UpaB8KWENhVQRjktTpW2HDUELx9NoCJC6o0db47QU4XP8FZIiNh6s23-j-GJuW-cw8l6cky3jxsHlcSHFXUUYxRAyIeXsg02tfaQeyU2MU5QliX4FkDsj1XqUHoI8jY0asQpn11z4s5_uFxbEBGo3i9iV7eWfurf-T8LKJbnt8fkW2TzdCsZuMFAEREnbur0HmIZwihH1fSuGU4C238eBBcmXINFl7dJWHKQqRE4hJIFR86LB28-DrWfPwa0-7EL&c=c_fQSgnw1T-jpcDOp_yfFP5QqkJj0iIP2_ZfWv2Eo05oILkUgVSrhw==&ch=OdAgksEMnrmFfEeAm_hwgAxYN-pWnIklUK1RbQi_Ciyqfa_DjJR_PA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cG8xk97wGtOlxlRN_QvL4tNR9W0Spmlzl8-B4Q3Uw9xBDSjKryKhIEuNMlvHBek4UpaB8KWENhVQRjktTpW2HDUELx9NoCJC6o0db47QU4XP8FZIiNh6s23-j-GJuW-cw8l6cky3jxsHlcSHFXUUYxRAyIeXsg02tfaQeyU2MU5QliX4FkDsj1XqUHoI8jY0asQpn11z4s5_uFxbEBGo3i9iV7eWfurf-T8LKJbnt8fkW2TzdCsZuMFAEREnbur0HmIZwihH1fSuGU4C238eBBcmXINFl7dJWHKQqRE4hJIFR86LB28-DrWfPwa0-7EL&c=c_fQSgnw1T-jpcDOp_yfFP5QqkJj0iIP2_ZfWv2Eo05oILkUgVSrhw==&ch=OdAgksEMnrmFfEeAm_hwgAxYN-pWnIklUK1RbQi_Ciyqfa_DjJR_PA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cG8xk97wGtOlxlRN_QvL4tNR9W0Spmlzl8-B4Q3Uw9xBDSjKryKhIEuNMlvHBek4w3ixXoxiIZ3QM_BsJr4CmO--XgZjv4VLCRfrrer4GjKbOiImDXFTS5AEtKTY8Xu7J0UWmU95mf1ocNXW8yVlCkdr1Bz-7dS6srqbRQ-w5DxqElViEzC5FrKPacxRuNoEFr7gs1whlKnUBjSrLsDhG5J6nW0Uha50xw9jnfOnHfV5GJWRlYaXbXKXF9K7GrviitGTrukTYcNMwCH2xsofRKU8SdANRaMtoYUVKVvUIp-TdtJd3vw2tiuRExBMgSVK&c=c_fQSgnw1T-jpcDOp_yfFP5QqkJj0iIP2_ZfWv2Eo05oILkUgVSrhw==&ch=OdAgksEMnrmFfEeAm_hwgAxYN-pWnIklUK1RbQi_Ciyqfa_DjJR_PA==


Spotlight: South Carolina Technical College System
 
Some of Commerce's greatest allies in workforce development are those that comprise the South 
Carolina Technical College System. Through 16 colleges across South Carolina, readySC and 
Apprenticeship Carolina, the primary goal of the South Carolina Technical College System is to 
support economic and workforce development in our state.
 
Reaching more than 250,000 South Carolinians each year, the SC Technical College System is the 
state's largest higher education system because of its accessibility and affordability. In fact, 58 
percent of all South Carolinians enrolled as undergraduates in public higher education in the state 
attend a technical college. 
 
Another key part the Technical College System plays is how it responds to the needs of business. 
With the automotive and aerospace industries being two of the state's most prominent, the role 
that our technical colleges play in preparing skilled workers for these jobs is critical to ensuring our 
place in the global market.

Photo courtesy of: the South Carolina Technical College System. 

SUVs, strong sales in UK, 
US

O'Neal Inc. partners with 
The Beck Group in Mexico

AVANTech opens new 
manufacturing center in 
southeast Columbia

AFL acquires Australia-
based fiber-optic firm AFC

Clemson to launch STEAM 
Network at Artisphere in 
Greenville

Sonoco earns spot on 100 
Best Corporate Citizens 
List

Gov. asks women to get 
involved in industry, 
government

MeadWestvaco merger 
among the South's 
biggest so far this year

Small businesses lead in 
job creation

Spring tourism solid along 
the Grand Strand

Commerce Capture: Rise of the Rest Tour Stops in Charleston 
 
On Wednesday, AOL co-founder Steve Case made a stop in Charleston as part of Revolution Ventures' Rise of the Rest Road Trip. The 
one-week, five-city tour is focused on celebrating progress, investing in local startups and recognizing people and companies that are 
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working together to advance both their respective communities and the nation. At each stop, a pitch competition is held in which the 
winner receives a $100,000 investment from Case himself. Bidr, a mobile technology firm that specializes in silent auction software and 
applications, won Case's $100,000 investment during Wednesday's event. Attended by both Governor Nikki Haley and Secretary of 
Commerce Bobby Hitt, the Rise of the Rest tour stop also featured a fireside chat with the Governor and Case regarding the importance 
of entrepreneurship.  

Photos courtesy of: Rise of the Rest.
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