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Oral Health -  Evidence and Strategies to 
Improve Care and Reduce Costs

Oral health is linked to overall health, and mounting evidence suggests
that addressing oral health can improve patient care, improve population health, and reduce
costs. In this webinar, a leading researcher will share findings from a study of private insurance
claims linking treatment of gum disease with significantly lower costs for individuals with diabetes
and other chronic conditions. You will also hear about a program under way at Hennepin Health in
Minnesota to connect patients with regular dental care and prevent costly visits to hospital
emergency departments. NASHP will provide an overview of a new brief and online toolkit that 
explore these topics and draw out lessons for state policymakers.

This webinar is supported by the Washington Dental Service Foundation.

Speakers:
Marjorie K. Jeffcoat, Professor and Dean Emeritus, University of Pennsylvania School of 
Dental Medicine

Julie E. Bluhm , Clinical Program Manager, Hennepin Health

Bob Russell , Public Health Dental Director, Iowa Department of Health
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Moderator:
Andrew Snyder , Program Manager, National Academy for State Health Policy

National Academy for State Health Policy

The National Academy for State Health Policy (NASHP) is an independent academy of state 
health policymakers who are dedicated to helping states achieve excellence in health policy and 
practice. A non-profit and non-partisan organization, NASHP provides a forum for constructive
work across branches and agencies of state government on critical health policy issues. For more 
information visit www.nashp.org .
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National Academy for State Health Policy 
10 Free St., 2nd Fl 1233 20th St. NW 
Portland, ME 04101 Washington, DC 20036
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