
GIRL, 6, ALLEGEDLY VICTIM

Sex­predator
suitsettled
for$515,000
DSS, contractor
blamedfor attack
onMidlands child
By JOHNMONK
jmonk@thestate.com
The S.C. Department of

Social Services and a pri­
vate contractor it hires to
place children in foster
homes have agreed to pay
$515,000 after a 6­year­old
Columbia­area girl was al­
legedly sexually assaulted

bya teenage sexualpreda­
tor, according to court
records.
Thesettlementcomesat

a time when DSS is under
intense scrutiny for the
way it does, or does not,
care for the thousands of

childreninitscare.
In 2013, the

then­14­year­old, male
predator was under the
care of DSS and under the
supervision of DSS' pri­
vate, for­profit contractor,
according to legal papers

inthecase.
Thegirlwasaninnocent

victim who lived in the
neighborhood where DSS
and its contractor placed
theteeninasupposedlyse­
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cure house, court records
said.
Atthetimeofthealleged

assault,theteenhadtested
HIV­positive and was not
being properly supervised,
accordingtocourtrecords.
InadocumentfiledMon­

dayintheRichlandCounty
courthouse, DSS and the
privatebusiness,S.C.Men­
torInc.,deniedanyfault.
DSS and Mentor said

they were settling the case
"to resolve the parties' dif­
ferences and to avoid pro­
tracted discovery and liti­

gation," according to set­
tlementdocuments.Sucha
settlementallowsDSSand
Mentortoavoidanyscruti­
ny a public trial would
bring to the agency's prac­
tices of safeguarding chil­
dreninitscare.
Also,bysettling,thepar­

entsoftheyounggirlavoid
having her go through the
trauma of being forced to
testify in open court about
whattheteendidtoher.
Inrecentyears,DSShas

beenthetargetofunprece­
dented scrutiny by some
members of the Legisla­
ture and the public. Law­

makers have consistently
declinedtogivetheagency
themoneyitneedstoprop­
erly safeguard children,
criticscharge.
InJanuary,childadvoca­

cy groups filed a federal
lawsuit against DSS and
Gov. Nikki Haley, alleging
widespread systemic fail­
ureattheagency.
The lawsuit alleged that

a lack of funding endan­
gers children in the state's
child welfare system and
that excessive caseloads
for DSS workers prevent
adequate monitoring of
childreninfostercase.

Last October, the Legis­
lative Audit Council issued
a scathing report that
charges, among other
things, that the agency
doesn't have an adequate
systemtoscreenandplace
childreninsafehomes.
Thecasejustsettledwas

filed last year by a Colum­
bia area mother identified
onlyasJaneDoe.
She sought damages for

the suffering and medical
treatmentherdaughterun­
derwentand"willcontinue
to" undergo as a result of
theattack,thelawsuitsaid.
She alleged that in 2012,
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DSS removed the boy –
called J.B. in court records
–fromhisnaturalmother's
home after J.B. suffered
physical and sexual abuse
from his mother and oth­
ers.
DSSthenusedS.C.Men­

tor, a for­profit, private
company that recruits fos­
terparents,toplacehimin
aRichlandCountyhome.
ThelawsuitsaidthatS.C.

Mentor and DSS should
haveknownthatJ.B.hada
"propensity toward vio­
lence and sexual aggres­
sion toward others" and
that the foster parent who
was supposed to supervise
J.B."hadahistoryoffailing
to adequately supervise
fosterchildren."
J.B.'s foster parent al­

lowedJ.B.tovisitthegirl's
home and while there, J.B.

"violentlysexuallyassault­
ed"the6­year­oldandlater
admitted the attack to a
familycourtjudge,thelaw­
suitalleges.
The family court judge

ordered the criminal pro­
ceedingskeptsecret.
Neither the fate of J.B.

norhiscurrentlivingsitua­
tioncouldbelearnedTues­
day. He is now around 16
yearsold.
After the assault, the

girl's mother contacted
DSS to learn what she
could about J.B., but DSS
refused to tell the mother
"that her daughter had
beenexposedtothispoten­
tially deadly virus," the
lawsuitsaid.
It'sunclearhowthefam­

ily found out. And no one
involved would disclose
thegirl'sHIVstatus.
DSS and Mentor had a

dutytowarnparentsinthe
neighborhood that J.B.
poseda"specialdanger"to
theirchildren, butfailed to
do so, according to the
lawsuit.
A statement issued by

S.C. Mentor state director
Stan Butkus said in part
thatthecompanystrivesto
ensure safe conditions for
thoseinitscare.
"We are committed to

continuous quality im­
provement,andseriousin­
cidents in our programs
are extremely rare," he
said.
According to its Internet

site, S.C. Mentor's head­
quarters are in Columbia
andithasfiveotheroffices
around the state. It de­
scribes itself as a "leading
home­ and community­
basedhumanservicespro­
vider" offering programs

to youths and others with
emotional and behaviorial
challenges.
DSS issued a brief state­

ment late Tuesday. "The
parties Doe and DSS and
S.C. Mentor state that the
abovematterhasbeenset­
tled by payment of
$515,000totheminorchild
plaintiff," DSS officials
said in an email. "The par­
ties will have no further
comment."
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AttorneyandactivistRainey
recalledasS.C.'s'conscience'
By JEFFWILKINSON
jwilkinson@thestate.com
Camden attorney John

Rainey was remembered
Tuesday at a memorial ser­
viceinColumbiaas"thecon­
scienceofSouthCarolina."
Known for his philanthro­

py, political fundraising,
senseofintegrityanddogged

determination, Rainey often
was critical of other wealthy
SouthCaroliniansfor"sitting
on their wallets" rather than
usingtheirmoneytoadvance
the state, Chartles T. "Bud"
FerilloJr.toldapackedsanc­
tuaryatTrinityEpiscopalCa­
thedralinColumbia.

Rainey died of an undis­
closed illness Saturday at
Palmetto Health Baptist in
Columbia.Hewas73.
A Vietnam combat veter­
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an,Raineywasburiedwith
full military honors Sun­
dayonPawley'sIsland.
The crowd at Tuesday's

memorial service included
political, business and so­
cial leaders from across
South Carolina and Rain­
ey's second home in
Colorado.
Among them were Col­

lege of Charleston presi­
dent Glenn McConnell,
formerS.C.commercesec­
retariesBobRoyallandJoe
Taylor,andstateSens.Vin­
cent Sheheen, a Camden
Democrat, and John Cour­
son, a Columbia Republi­
can.Civilrightsactivistthe
Rev. Joseph Darby was
part of the officiating
clergy.
U.S.Rep.MarkSanford,

whomRaineyhelpedputin
office and later served as
his chairman of the S.C.
Board of Economic Advi­
sors, arrived separately
from his former wife,
Jenny.
Thecrowdalsowasfilled

with lawmakers from both
parties who cut short pro­
ceedings at the State
House across Sumter
Streetfromthecathedral.
Ferillo asked the crowds

to raise their hands if they
were Republicans, Demo­
crats or members "of

John's party, the Whigs," a
19th­century party that
supported the supremacy
of Congress over the
presidency.
The son of an Anderson

doctor,Raineyraisedmon­
ey for Republican Govs.
Carroll Campbell and Da­
vidBeasley.Healsobacked
the presidential candida­
cies of George H.W. Bush,
George W. Bush and John
McCain.
State Sen. Kevin Bryant,

R­Anderson, said follow­
ing the service that when
he first wanted to run for
office, Rainey surprisingly
threw a fundraiser at the
ancestral Rainey home in
Anderson, called "the big
houseontheBoulevard."
"They've had presiden­

tial candidates, U.S. sen­
ators, U.S. congressmen
there,"Bryantsaid."Idon't
thinkanylittlestateSenate
race had ever been repre­
sentedinthathouse."
In the 1990s, Rainey led

the public utility Santee
Cooperoutofthedepthsof
a corporate scandal. Later,
he chaired the state's
Board of Economic Advi­
sors for eight years under
Sanford, a period that in­
cluded the worst recession
since the Great
Depression.
"Every time there was a

crisisorahardjobthathad
to be done – there were
goodmeninthestate–but
John was always there,"
Graham Tew, a longtime
Republican Party oper­
ative and lobbyist, said af­
ter the service. "He never
shied away from a fight he
thought was worth fight­
ing. But he was always a
gentleman. He was such a
graciousman.
"He came from the old

school,"Tewsaid."Hetried
to do it the right way. It
didn'tmatterifitwasaRe­
publican or a Democrat
thathewasstandingupto,
hedidit."
Most recently, Rainey

made headlines when he
unsuccessfully sued Gov.
Nikki Haley over what he
believed were her unethi­
calconsultingactivities.
Rainey said Haley be­

came unnerved when he
raised questions about her
non­legislative jobs, in­
cluding her work as a con­
sultant, which later be­
came part of the subject of
his lawsuit alleging ethics
violations.
Haley, the daughter of

immigrants from India,
said in her autobiography,
"Can't Is Not an Option,"
that Rainey insulted her
family's heritage by possi­
bly linking them to terror­
ists in a private meeting
duringher2010gubernato­
rialcampaign.
Sheheen, who twice ran

unsuccessfully again Ha­
ley, said after the service,
"South Carolina has a cul­
tureofacceptanceofmedi­
ocrity and he rebelled
against the status quo and
did it loudly, consistently
andconstantly."

Rainey was a major
backer of S.C. Educational
Television. He was found­
ing legal counsel of the
ETV Endowment, past
president of the ETV En­
dowmentBoardandchair­
man of S.C. Educational
Communications.
He was executive pro­

ducer of "Corridor of
Shame," a 2005 documen­
tary that highlighted edu­
cational deficiencies along
theInterstate95corridorin
SouthCarolina.
The Vietnam veteran

was a strong supporter of
military service, raising
money for projects that
honored veterans, includ­
ing the World War I monu­
mentinColumbia'sMemo­
rial Park and plaques and
palmetto trees honoring
World War II's Doolittle
Raiders along Gervais
Street.
Rainey raised money for

life­size, bronze statues
celebrating two Camden­
born national figures ­
African­Americanbaseball
legend Larry Doby and
Jewishfinancierandpresi­
dential adviser Bernard
Baruch. Rainey also was
chairman of the fund­rais­
ing committeefor the Afri­
can­American History
Monument on the State
Housegrounds.
"He was about lifting up

the spirit of this state and
unifying it," McConnell, a
former president pro tem
of the S.C. Senate who
workedwithRaineyonthe
African­American monu­
ment, said following the
service. "He understood
differences,andhetriedto
bridge the gulf in this
state."

ReachWilkinson
at(803)771­8495.
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Rainey

graciousman.
"He came from the old

school,"Tewsaid."Hetried
to do it the right way. It
didn'tmatterifitwasaRe­
publican or a Democrat
thathewasstandingupto,
hedidit."
Most recently, Rainey

made headlines when he
unsuccessfully sued Gov.
Nikki Haley over what he
believed were her unethi­
calconsultingactivities.
Rainey said Haley be­

came unnerved when he
raised questions about her
non­legislative jobs, in­
cluding her work as a con­
sultant, which later be­
came part of the subject of
his lawsuit alleging ethics
violations.
Haley, the daughter of

immigrants from India,

said in her autobiography,
"Can't Is Not an Option,"
that Rainey insulted her
family's heritage by possi­
bly linking them to terror­
ists in a private meeting
duringher2010gubernato­
rialcampaign.
Sheheen, who twice ran

unsuccessfully again Ha­
ley, said after the service,
"South Carolina has a cul­
tureofacceptanceofmedi­
ocrity and he rebelled
against the status quo and
did it loudly, consistently
andconstantly."
Rainey was a major

backer of S.C. Educational
Television. He was found­
ing legal counsel of the
ETV Endowment, past
president of the ETV En­
dowmentBoardandchair­
man of S.C. Educational

Communications.
He was executive pro­

ducer of "Corridor of
Shame," a 2005 documen­
tary that highlighted edu­
cational deficiencies along
theInterstate95corridorin
SouthCarolina.
The Vietnam veteran

was a strong supporter of
military service, raising
money for projects that
honored veterans, includ­
ing the World War I monu­
mentinColumbia'sMemo­
rial Park and plaques and
palmetto trees honoring
World War II's Doolittle
Raiders along Gervais
Street.
Rainey raised money for

life­size, bronze statues
celebrating two Camden­
born national figures ­

legend Larry Doby and
Jewishfinancierandpresi­
dential adviser Bernard
Baruch. Rainey also was
chairman of the fund­rais­
ing committeefor the Afri­
can­American History
Monument on the State
Housegrounds.
"He was about lifting up

the spirit of this state and
unifying it," McConnell, a
former president pro tem
of the S.C. Senate who
workedwithRaineyonthe
African­American monu­
ment, said following the
service. "He understood
differences,andhetriedto
bridge the gulf in this
state."
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