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TODAY'S
WEATHER

‘Watmer with
peins.of sun
Flagh 500, bowe 34,

DETAILS 24

2 of the Pee Des

ee Dee split on Obama gun action

BY JESSICA IMBINED

form background checks. Mow

INSIDE sellers a1 gun shows, flea markees

For more information abowt and an thie Intemeet all must beli-

Preskdent Barack Obama’s censsl and provide backgroans
FLOREMCE —Presidemnt Barack  esecutive action see Page 44, checks in order vo sell Rreanms.

Obamas cxecutive omders on

puns ane |ir.||.1i||.j; HITE SUPPTL :Jl,lin-x anyone who s wzlling a
irearm o have a license and

and some skeplicism ansong
peopled Involved in thee fircanms
incustry inthe Poc Dee,

Ohamas execulive action e

Gov. Haley

to give GOP
response to
State of Union

The Aeiisciatnd Fromics

COLUMBIA — Scanh Carolina
Gow Mikki Haley will give the Be-
publican response 10 a S5ae of the
Unibon address than is suee to include
Preskdent Barack Obama’s plans for
li.gltlml'il'q.g_ Hun aabis,
seven monlls  aller
both spoke st funer-
als for the victims of
i meEssacre @l f hiss
tarie black clwch in
Charlestom,

Fliuse h'lb{'.\ku,'r Pl
Kyan and Senate M-
Jority Lesder Mitch MeConnell potm-
Iy announced Twesdaythas Haleyvwill
sqn.\:l: Taw IIL1L1|!1I3|':|1\. alter Glana's
Janm. 12 speech.

The South Carolina-bean dauglier
of [mbinn immigrants s the site's
first Bernaale and first minoeily goves-
o, Ar4F, Haley 15 also the couney's
FOUTGes! GOVEMTIo,

“In i yer whien I]m-:w.mtr}'ixl;l}'-
ing o for @ pesitive vision aind aler-
native to the staius quo, Gov. Haley is
the eanct right choboe.” Byansaidina
shlegment.

The selection will Kkely fieel specu-
latkor that Haley woald Joln a po-
I1,'||Ii'|l!1‘qq1z||:|||':::||:| adminisimibon in
2007,

Haley, governor of a siate tha
hodds the first-in-the-Sowls peesi-
dintial |:|ri||1:|r}'. becomes the thind
Foepublican wornan ever o give the
response. i0s a role typleally reserved
for & member of Congress, Last year,
Sen Jond Enst of loava g = o
sponse. Lo 2013, it was e Maroo
Rubio of Forida, who's now among
a crradiegd H.i-l:ﬂlirlil.'ﬂn ficdl r|.|nni|1p;
fow proesident.

Itz also an opporunity thar can
backfire:  Louisiana Gov, Bobby
firudal, who abandored his 2016
presibential bid, was widely panned
for what eritics sakd was a less-than-
\-.||u1:|-n|l:|r $EII,‘|.":]I i M,

The speech will furher e pro.
file of a govemor put in the nation-
al spotlight afier the Junc 17 mass
shaling a1 Charleston®  Emanuel
AME Clareh, in which the nine
kifled included fts pastor, state Sem
Clomenia I"l'uri.l:c:.'. Thee white man
charged with killing them could be
seei i photos brandishing the Coa-
fedierate baile flag.

Sinee taking olfice in 2011, Haley
s staunchly eriticized (Mkema on
evenyihing from health care reform
ter Emmmipraiion. Bud the fwo secmed

Haley

conduet
Currenthy, only fedeml licensed
g dleslors wre requined wo per

Him Wood, 3 oo-oumer of Blue
L !&!l-eu:-liu-j; Cienter in Flamenee,
saxied hee has no probbems with the
president’s ldea vo requine licens-
ing and background checks, spe-
cificalky =t guin shovws.

background  checks.

If you go
‘What: Floeence Gum & Knife Show
Whare: Florenca Crac Cenber
Whenc 9am. bo Bpom. Saturday,
10am. bo4 pom Sunday

Tickets sodd at fhe door

iy doaded Breavis aliowed,

may be having bad ideas w be
able to go and buy a gun, be-
cagse there is no chieck.”™ YWood
sl *1ddon’t lave a proldem with
him s1opping that”

Mike Kent of MK Shows pro-
dhuces grin il Enile shows all
across the Soulheast. The Floe

ence Civie Conter will host the

“The gun show becomes an

sy s fiar somelody that

Sen GUNS, Page 44

HINES SWORN IN AS DARLINGTON MAYOR

Darlington™s new mayor, Gloria Himes, i swom in during a ceremony on Teesday aflernoon.

won i T election last Novernber by just F0vees, naking her not ooty the city’s fiest female miger bat the citg™s

Glnrta Cheescboro Hines was sworn in as Darlingion’s new mayor on Tuesday ovening in a filled chy counroom. Hines

first lack mayor as well. Hines told the crevd she intends 1o make Darlington the *Pearl of the Pee Dee” once again
an 1ake the cliy in a new direction, Maore phaotos on senotw.com.

Three Darlington council members take seats

BY MELISSA ROLLINS

DARLINGTON = Tl
room was packed Tues
day night s three a-large
b bk thie oath of
oifice for the Daclingron
Clry Counchl,

As one of the first orders
of nisiness during the first
councill meeting of e
new year, Carolyn Bouce,
Fohn Hill'ill.g il H!}'._'lnl:

ELEEL L LG KRS
Carolyn Brue, John Milling and Bryand Gardrer were swornin Tuesdaynight  Gardner were swom in by
as the three new at-lage Darlington City Cowndil members, Darfington  Darlingron city  anomey

lawyer Albsrt Jarmes 1 administered the oath of office,

Altsert James 1L

Council secks communications grant

In ot business, Fine
Chiel Par Cavanaugh got
unanimous approval from
the council 1o apply fer a
FEMA grant b upgrade
the radio communications
system used by thwe fire de-
prartmenl. Cavanaugh said
1ha che e system s no
awane it s a need. and [y
is only & matter of time be-
fore it s mguined to da the
jols

“The cument system we
ane us;i|1|:" i a VIS syslem
aind wetve lad it For yasms,”

S GOUNGIL. Page 34

Florence representatives preview 2016 at breakfast forum

EY FOSHUALLOYD
Whoining Hews
Fapdlies c e fom

District G1; and Jay Jondan, a
Its-puhlil;:lll lrogr District 63,
answered 2 slew of questions
about infrastruciune funding.
— A group of Bood-reloicd proflems, edu-

FLORENY

From left: Reps.
Phillip Lowse:
{R-Florencal,

Roger Kirky
1:DF_lnu_nu;|_and
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@ USATODAY SUV SALES LEAD AUTO INDUSTRY TO BEST YEAR EVER PAGE 5B

There’s more
than football
in Phoenix

Clemson fans can find plenty of

ways lo have fun, but sweet

el

tew isn’t on most menus

IAANE NOLAN

Fans vititing Phoenix can enjoy seme breathtaking views at Arizona Sonora Desert Museum in Tudcon

DONKNA ISBELL WALKER | powsysrnag a1 eIl RO OO0

owintown FPhoenix will be a sea of orange this wockend, and not just
froem all the Clemson fns wearing their Thger spirit on their sleeves.
The city's Downlown Ambassndors are clad in bright orange, and
their purpose is tohelp visiters find restaurants, fun attractions, or just
how toget to where they e going. Clemson fans golng to Phoenix to see the Tigers
take on Alabuara's Crimson Tide in the Callege Football Champienship cn Monday
might want 1o tike advantage of their compatriots in color,

Thats just ope bit of advice from
Seatt Dunn, sensor director of markeiing
and commauntcations for Visit Phoendx.

A three-time host city for the Super
Bowl, Phoenix is scecustomed 1o giaml
crowds of sports fans, and organizers ¢s-
Timale a5 many as 30,000 people Laking

part in the weckemblong rster of activ.
tties leading up to the game,

Withall those fans, there's suretobea
festive atmosphere, snid Dunn, a Ten-
nessee pative and fermer resident of Co-

i
=A% an SEC Tooabell fan whoe's from

the Soath, 'moreally excited about
Clemson amd Alalama and 1heir fan
bases being In Phoenix becausc those
are twa storied ms amd have
such great fan bases.” he said,

Despite the crimson and orange
tide of visitors swelling the <ily, fans
will findl thar Phoenix is a elean and
velatively =afe city, Dunn said,

Here are & few more tips from
Dunn on maximizing your trip to
Phaenii:

n “The Mo | thing vou want odois
cxperience The Sonora Desert be-
cause B oreally §s different,” Dunn
said. For starters, it'sthe only place in
the world to see the iconic saguaro
cactus. There are many ways o ex-

See FANS, Page 44

Malloy,
senator’s
wife at
speech

Honor a sad echo of
Charleston church

shooting last summer

MARY ORNDORFF TROYAN
THE GREE I MPAS

WASHINGTON - South Camding
state Sen. Gerald Malloy bad a froat-
row seat at the White House on Tues-

when  President Obama  am-
rouneed his executive actions to curb
gunvidlenee, bul the honor came with
 certain sense of fegrel.

“This is a terrible place for us o
end up being,” said Malloy, D-Harts-
ville, o friend of the lnte Sen. Clemen-
ta PMinckrey, who wis shot dead inhis
Charleston church last summer.

Malloy sccompanied Pinckney's
wife, Jennifer, his daughters, to
the White House event and it was an-
other sad reminder of the terror that a
bone gunmein can inflict.

Pinckney amd cight others, adl
black, were shot and killed during an
cvening Bible snudy at Mother Eman-
wel African Alethodist  Episcopal
Church in June, Dvlann . who is
white, is facing stote and federanl
charges, including murder and hate
crimes. The death penalty is possible.

“We have lost a loved one that re-
quires ustobe here,” Malloy saidinan
imerview after Obama's announce-
meent, “But Fennifer, .. is now ol s
club no American swants 1a join.™

See SPEECH, Page SA

AROOLHNYY MERTRVAP
Jenmiter Pincknay o wictims of gun
wiolence at the White House Tuesday.

Most doctors will be required to use prescription database

Announcement will go out

in February on mandate
SEANNA ADCOK

ARSOCIATID FRESS

The changes will direct amy doctor
wha wants to bill elther Medicaid or the
stote health plan to use the database
that's been voluninry sinee 2008, said
Christian Soura, director of the stale's
Department of Health and Human Ser-
viees,

other step thrown into the mix,” sald its
CEQ, state Rep. Todd Atwater.

“Somc say it will slow me down anoth-
er minute and half 1 don't have, but real-
ly?* snid Atwater, R-Lexington. “Some-
timbes you have 10 have a little inconves
nicnee to dothe right thing and get some

few years and it's boen useful in reduc-

ing ina late prescriptions.
q'%‘cpgorﬁgnstﬂt it for p ients whers
somegoneern is raised, whether thrugh

behavier, history or presentalion,” he
said, “like if & patien! has been in the ER
multiple times a year, always with pain
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Activists protest Slager’s release in killing

Call it very sad day in Charlesten] while

others sav move sensible due 1o

FY aNDEEW KMAFF

amd CHEISTING FELAMORE
alrappapratendi i n
celmiraa pvtankisuniercom

Mikchaed Haper spend 13 maorn wevks
behind Bas than the seven offken

| delay

e dombizeid. The batl he pisted
rarir thivweck, $200,000, wa kigh
£f than most amoanis s i fendng
(i -afed miunder (e,

Bul ity tae collphanc viden o the
fosrmer BB Charbron peliooman
shancdl Py W iner S0k LA e b b it

FOSTANDOOURTEROOM

thurat telbeir commeant pwiboahould
racet vy g granied Eroodonn whibe
arwalting kil

WINHEII OF THE 2015 PULITZER PRIZE FOR PURLIC SERVICE

Charkston S0 SROD

coencenn ey chelays in the case whibe
Slager has pusbied e sgeedy 2lal.

Acibrintyralbed cotutele the Choardoi-
o oty ) Tososduy msmi g amed
prosesers gathernd in fronl of North
Chirdeston City Hall later in the doy,
hoging prowsaton could wmbow
appeal the deciaion amd revoke the
bl B e it Bt domt L fraabior (it
micse wEhin e day they said the
sciivisis proemisnd moer proseis

By b, Wb, B i B L ey

inora,

I3 i very sad diy in Thaslenen,”
Mallonal Action Metwork stale Pro-
St famaes folmann sakd. “Make ro
I absoti I —= wWe'pe uniied and
wewilifight™

Elghs moniha aficr Scotty deatd,
there’s il no sonse of Bealing, #ill
fo pocenciliinion,” sakl Blsck Lives
Maller crganiocr Muoyidind Baba,

Fiefthomend Slager't releane s 3 "alip
Imihe face”

charged In Kigh- peolile polbic.io-
wwhoed ..Huln.mé:

beag and falis

chrtl sl 30t vl and protetior cit-
vl again Tegadluy In babebing Sager 3

Judge Clifoon Mowman deleredihe
ruling aday carlter, when he cxpressed

Pinckney’s widow
backs action on guns

Emanuel AME survivor joins Obama as he unveils plans

o MR (R
B

Erankdent Haesch b L

BY [EXNIFER BERRY HAWES
Funecagipoulandeounior.com

Tkt o Epnaerse] AME CRurch's slaln
pastor wha sesvived the shooling viood on
stage with Frovidens Rarack Obama om Tuce-
ity as bt prveibnd Emecutive ackons 10 bodier
backyround checks s impeove gea 1akty
Erchnodiogy,

In & sirring speech, Chama paitiad off ihe
Aalbon’s mnl fodenl mis ibootign and other
Eppes o gun whsbence that dlalm 5500 e
ayear

Fves saore are Iniped By lecarmd.

“hlary hae had B lesen o Toe wilh a dis-
ablity o kearsed 0 lhve without Ehe kg -of
cheeir 1ife” he caid
& Jennifer Pinck
ncy shood stebeally
behirad him

She hid In &n
Emanucl AME
Charch offldc
with her 6oyear
old daugkier o
hew hudbard, pat-
bor and slaie Son,
Clemeia Flackney and oaghl oiliers wete
premed derwmon Joze 17,

The man charged with the mendere pur-
chated @ g Ve s nshs befone the shoon
g evem Uhoesgh 3 prisper bk grossmd s bk
uhwumln&em‘.rw:-..ndngﬂr

The Pinckmeya’ swee vowneg dighaers, b
elading one wha saribved the :h\h.llll‘-é.
nat Inr:f;: Tremt rorw hesde 1he lale pastos’s
friemd and fellow chate Sem, Gerald
BLulhry

“Penntier xead bes pichuaee pariola chdthey
reallydon’twantin b 3 paat of,” Malloy ol
And thaschab s growing

Picass wee SBAMA, Fupe A%

ationBa T ghlees gun
el e e e T G
o partandrourier,
gl no ot

MWW & £

1 5en. £

feegair B10

PSRPEARS Y Pl ST G

scknay's widow, Jersifler Pinckney, on Turiday at the White Houie.

0 ponents trade fire on
hot 1ssue for S.C. voters

Crug attacks plan for
‘taking awsy our guns;
MUSC dhoe backs Clinton

TLER KRN

Mnll."ﬂlllnkmrkrauw
Iuusergipotmdennicr com

it bt i bugger paet of South Cares
Eina'v 2008 peosidential primary bat ik
\_'-':nmuj.rrj.ﬁuu.-:tumurmhdhu

unitsteral paciags of eurcothve neliorma Tooe
daw, the Bloscbuci from Repabians on the
camrpaabn (radl s bowid aoed inrediate.

Sowort he words off ot From D ratn,

“Wcon's bt b had eve by taking swavour
rored,” Repuiicad TocFes wid on e i
Howea. “We'e b the bod ey By ming o pusa™

Acrisn thy aid, Domooratic Bopeiud Ferae
Bafebers volirrared, T Beoodme sRar this ne
a2 bt i e bovw b o Bbsendy.
will imspire Hepasblicans o put chibdrem and
NCCETR A maeTkans over tha inderosis of the
Nathoeral Bl Asciociition.”

Pivase e PEBIET, fage A4

Executive steps on gun violence

President plans new
policics for sales, aims
to research ‘smeart guns”
At Peen

WASHIRGTEN < The Oftama sdirdnisra.
Eian b arsoundiag a sno ol conouthee siop
aimed 38 curing gren viedinge, Indiuding
o backgeoaursd checis ard the higing of
bl speciakat b e o checks.

Hewe are somee of the Righlights

B rrmmed
High 51 [ Buimn 8 ddmorih
Codveplete -y ity - E1 B

T

Expandild Fachgroumd chocks

The prasichers’s actoms will maks chear that
o wha's bt The business of seling gurs
muntobtan alkere, mgasoad whetha
sell fircarme.onbns or 2t gan thos, amd mug
it sk s dbescilnon dh e CusionieTs.
Cuirveritly, oaly lederaly b gon deikrs.
oot back ground checka oe baven

The White | Sowsse nave thore e threthold
min e o ke Thit will rigees e Hoerimine
srgquirermmil. and that cven adow Iramaclion
may by enough o cutablich that 3 pemcn e
engaped b T besireess of selling gurs.

Picans o EREERS, Tiage A%

- T e
A S £
1 ek
e T Tl o B

changeof circmmilaneon i the canc
or 3 violation of Hager's rebane oon

Flean wor SABIR, Page A4

Haley will
give State
of Union

response

Big GOP moment
next week follows
summer in spotlight

BY SCULYLER KROP
e ]

Croe, Mikke Fladey hax boen choaen
s dheliver the Republican resposes to
President Badack Ot Maal Sue
oitise Limion address nexl wovk, ghvi
hera naioead plalfiorm beading isin
U il I i i ety o,

The roawe dimmss
an Jakey's profile
Pias b bevated
In fecent monlhs
21 3 ponible vice
P‘ﬂ:’:l.l:ﬂlldl. rim_

li

biggenl vasssees
i e prdbtcalica-
Pt o1 That wak
Manked by the
fure 17 Emareac]
AME Cherch
sheoling asd
ke pemuoval of
the Conlodorate
battd: Sl from
S0 Salehauie

Tuesday's an
REIBETHEL Wis
maide petnthy by
House Speaker
Paul Byen and
Cenale Major-
v Lesder Mitch

South Caralin-
lan Ba Beem given gh role. By Is

thve hird Wit i & fow pot up by
Ihe Bepudslicass o deliver Lse party's
maln oppoition mowsge

1o year when che SCUNETY B ary
g el ot 0 pomitcive wiskon meed alicr
nalive to Phe dalus qu, Gow, Haly
15 the exact right chodor o Seliver
e Republican Addres oo 1he N
D™ Byan, B-Wia. sxid In a media

reheass,

Matonndl BoEy. called Halzy a
piven Teasber aesd cueresiod refoern
er. o Alakey ket the Amirican
Divns 3ol Wands 10 000 very A
can shase in i be added

The prentdeat’s State of the Union
soech b act for 8 pum, Taesday,

Fieawe voc RALEY, Fape AT

Inside

LOCAL
Riley thankful for ‘extended
opperiunily’ i senoe Chas AS

BUSINESS
Santen Conper under review
after Mount Holly deal. 81

FooD

Chinese-5outherm oubing
thriwes at M. Chas. estery. D1

Valet Dry Carpet Cleaning



From
Howard to
SWINnney,
Clemson
connections
to Alabama
are many, 1B

N
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VIDED AT THESTATE.COM:
Dabo's preview of Alabama
game

USC MEN'S BASKETEALL

USC opens
SEC play
with road
win against
Auburn, 1B
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LOCAL

GOMZALEZ GARDENS
RAZING GETS OK

#City Council endorses helping
with $1 million in demolition costs
but stops short of granting funds.
wAlio, committes proposes new
pet males, 34

STATE OF THE UNION RESPONSE
HALEY TO GET
NATIONAL STAGE

5.C, Gov, Nikki Haley will deliver
the GOP response to President
Rarnck Obama’s Stote of the
Union speech next week, 34

CARDINAL NEWMAN SITE

FOREST ACRES
PANEL OKS PLAN

Toughly 120 Forest Acres resi-
dents antend meeting: some of
them koo at the end; plans still
must oo 10 Citv Counctl for an-

€100 | 0L DSTH, e 1

S1kr {OMARL PTG THESTANE L0

i E B a0, TTHE STATEREWS |
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FALLOUT FROM PROBE OF PENNY SALES TAX

Local leaders failed
to pay taxes, SC says

Lo TEOKR FETEY CLOUEY
<) = TESTERDWY: F2 &4 110 75 R ool Spmdior
I meosm

Lo B

| DEPUTY)
| SHERIFF)

e

Erian DeGuincey Hewman, second feom left, and his attomey Bakari Sellers, second from right, leave court after Mewman's

apEEAnOD G 1550 tax changrs.

AY [N MR

Jreimbpribodtaty g om

Farmer Colunsias Ciy
Commeziman FBrian DeCin-
ooy Mewman avoided prison
Tuesday end was sencenced
T probatsan fes Faing 1o file
imcome fax relurns and fail-
irgg b pay stase taces For two
yeass

The guilty plea feom Mow-
man, 30 aticrmey who ooce
warled for the Sth Cireulr
s er"s olhee aml whose
Fagher is a Mol judge, was
only part of an unexpected
day ol criminal o charges
brought =gainst Richland
County leaders.

The stace Depammsn of
Reverue alus brought cbasg-
o apaims mumend Richiand

S

o fﬁ 5 .

Washangton

County Comnalman Belvin

1 Kelvin Washing
fxcing 3 counts of falng 1o file tax refurns

Ewicence sntaded during fales bax probe

Lawyers (or both men a=

Washingtom. He was charged  well as the prosscutor in

with falluee 10 (e sane ine
cinme tagcs Tos three years
and faces a maximuam three
years in prison and S350 000
e fised He is Tece an bomdl
The charges apainst Mow-
man and Washirgion came
it ol an oogedng DOR i
wosEgalion inta the Richlamd
County penny X program,
which was passed in 2012
when Washiaglon was the
County Coancil chaimman,

Newman's case sistal
Tuwesday's changes wone
persoral and bave nothing o
dowith the alleged pablic
ciTuplio investigalion.
Sate [udpe Cordoll Mad-
dox gave Hewman two years”
probacion but xasd it weoakl
e shegtonesd 1o six memiba
once Mo had paid
SL0 443 in back taxes for
HH2 and 2013, That susn
imebwdios $1,000 in oo

{omeciman poopos change. 4o
penny il fax manugement, B

i,

Newman paid DOR
LU0 443 Imer Toesday ofter
AN, A3 1 PR ACTAER 3
wix-mmoml probaiion, his
attoemey Balmri Sellers said
Teresaday eveming.

Newman, I3, wha was
raised in Columbia asd
semved on Chy Council from
2OL015, alse wil have 1o pay
an as-yol-undetermined
amouns io the Depanmend of
Revenue in istenest and
penallics on his enpadd taxes,

Anisther of Newman's
lwwyers, Pete Strom, told the

SEE TAXES, 74

s

PRESIDENT TAKES ON GUN VIOLENCE
Slain senator’s widow

- backs Obama’s efforts

Y soni ed



NEWS: Dancing with the Stars of Darlington County. 6A

THE HARTSVILLE

M

Drarlington Conmiys Nets Leader Since 1893

GER

50 &

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 6, 2016

WHW.HARTSVILLEMESSENGER.COM

House speaker to push for more resolutions in 2016

5.6, House Spesuer Jay Lucas,

New Year’s

DUI arrests

increase
from 2014

HY JESSICE MEMED
B4 Mleiy

‘The number of DUI arrests made
in Sowth Carolina this New Year's
hu]iﬂil:.’ weckend isjl:.ﬂ s.]igll!:r higll-
of tran Llast year's atals, accosding o
a prelimdnary reporn fom the Souh
Carofina Highweay Patrol.

Th averige rmamber of DU ar-
rests made per day was mose than
54, In the four days begween Dec. 31
ama [am 3, 2019 armests wene made Iy‘-
SCHEThis number can anill increses,
pending law enforcemient reporis
bring submitted

SCHP also released the number af
amresrs nexde during theie “Sober or
Slammer” campaign. Between Dec
18 and Jam. 3, 682 people woere arres -
od for UL An average of 40 people
wete anrested per day

In 2014, the date mange of the
| i;:_;:l s foar |:|il,:|-'ﬂ. lu:ug«,'r andd
cestd e in 840 ronal areesia [ this
year's campaign woubd have run for
that amount of time, it is predicied
the SCHP would have armsted a .
tal of approximately &42 people for
UL

'T]lcul?1 [FET] :.'l:ﬂ'r's. |:|1un|.'.rrs.1|.ﬂ|rl:.-'
wreor this year's, the wial amouni is
iill wery high. Spt. Bob Beres of the
South Carolina Highvway Fatrol said
Cleesse bostiaks e Eronshilivng,

“Over BOE people were arrested for
DAL dn just a feaw weeks,” Bees sabd,
I’ a conoem, because statistically
e 40 percent of vadfic Enaliies ane
aloohol related.”

When itcomes o comparing traffic
Fanalinges frewm 2015 oo 20106, the stde
has imnproved thus far. Berween lan
Land lan, 3, 2006, theee people died
on state highways During the same
tirne peerigd i 2005, cipht weee kilk),
Beges sald i s good thar the num-
ber has decmeased, but the objective

See ARRESTS, Page 34
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HARTSVILLE — [n a recent
imterview with BELD Media, 5.0
Speaker of the House fay Lucas
(R-Darlingion] spoke on his
first year in the posiion. He
e ilns.irJl[ on his oo im-
Portant momsen in 2005 and &
look into what might come in
the: mext begislative session.

I Wheat were some highlighis
during the 2015 legislative ses-
sian for you?

A By and large [ think the
House had a very good year
Obviously the one major peeoe
ol legislarion we passed wis 2n

Infrastruetune bill. That wasthe
farst tiane we've meally taken a
] D] boarke an Dsove e Funed
rods, bridges and highways
in South Carolina Some of the
other achisveanents we had in
e Howse were tee passage of
theomnibus edthicsbill, andthe
13 smaller ethics components
of gl Ll 1 think piven where
we were al the time and where
we ane now, ethics refonm was
an msee we needsd 10 addeess
aueickly in de Howse, and we
ezsentially did that in Januang
v Voo also Booked at our bud-
gjling practice, [ think for the

raa ime i a bong i we had
a supplemental budges in the
Heouse, We actually budgeed
a surplus through a sepacate

budgeting process. [ think that
was e anspacm and it
gt ondee mernbers invobed,
which rs abways a pood thing.

Q: What |:|i§.'|!|l1|;|il‘lf{'l;| you
Lvsa year?

B We had been woeking on
an infrastructure bill for about
mime months, amd for Souh
Carolina, it s withow a doubt
the biggest need we face as a
slate IEwas clisa ||1u'ir|tingl,h.1l
wie clidd o et & ball baek Trom
the Senate. Bur Pve spoken
wilh Sen. (Hugh) Leatherman,
anch ] belisve heintends o pas
an mfrasrructiune bill the st
year of the legilative sessiom

@ Do you think the Semle

bill will be the same as what
thee Elause passed in 20157

A Mo 1 hiEnk it will bee dilfor-
enl., but in this case diffenent
is mot necessarily a bad thing,
Theres not one specific way 10
fix roacks and higﬂ:.u'_\'.‘. [ think
irwaodd be nice o have input
[ram the upper chamber, and
'.'V.'rrdilltn' W G dngay gl any
differences  amd  accomplish
ihat,

Qe BEducuion reform was a
ooz tople in 2015 thar included
a task loree and multiple work-
ing, comnoitless, but we diin’t
see much resolution. Whes
does the House stand on that

See LUGAS, Fage 24

Recreating history
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James Wallers of Florence looks oves his moded of the Flomnoe 34 ockade, which be & donating to the DasEngton Historical Society.

Man donates Florence Stockade model to Darlington Historical Society

James

‘Waliurs

2 portrait
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B DEEDRAH SWEARINGEN
EHMeda
FLORENCE — Though he consid-

o ©rs himsell an avid history lover,

Jagnies Waliers wis never p:ulhlhrl:,'
ingeresedd in che Civil W,

Ul he visqied the sive of te Flor-
ence Stockade, that is

Thi Flarenee Stockade was 3 Con-
ledegare prisomer-ol-war camgp lo
cated on the outskirts of Florence
dhering, the Civil Waz Many Ungon

 soldiers disd thene and ultincely
| wete buiried inwhat ks now the Floe

ence National Cemeteny.

When Walters, 76, visited the
gronncls foe thee fest time, 1 was in
spired immediately, He went home
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