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ActressKate Walsh
teamed upwith 50 coast­
alleaders foraday of
lobbying Wednesday on
Capitol Hill,askingfeder­
alofficials toprotectthe
Atlantic coastfrom the
offshore drilling explora­
tion plannedbythe Oba­
ma Administration.
The group also met

with officialsof theWhite
House andthe Depart­
ment of theInterior,
which planstoholda
lease salefor theAtlantic
drilling sites in2021.
The two­dayCoastal

Voices Summit, organized
byconservation group
Oceana, kickedoffTues­
day at GeorgeWashing­
ton University withmore
than100 coastal leaders
andcelebrities, including
Ted Danson,known for
hisrole inTV's "Cheers,"
SamWaterston of "Law
&Order" andWalsh
from"Grey's Anatomy."
"It hasonlybeen six

years sincethe Gulfoil
spill, andit seemsas if
ourgovernment has for­
gottenthat it ever oc­
curred,"Walsh said at the
event."Everywhere
we've drilled,we've spill­
ed,and it'stime tostop
this dirty anddangerous
cycle beforeit starts in
the Atlantic.It's time for
PresidentObama tosay
notoEast Coastdrilling."
They were joinedby

U.S. Sen. Sheldon White­
house,D­R.I., U.S.Rep.
AlanGrayson, D­Fla.,and
localand stateelected
officials.
U.S. Rep.Mark San­

ford, R­Charleston, who
representsacoastaldis­
trict that includes Char­
leston andwho hasvocal­
ly opposedAtlantic off­
shore drilling,was sched­
uledto attendbut hadto
changehis travel plans
after ablizzard shut
down much ofthe East
Coastlast weekend.
Charleston,like 100

othermunicipalities

alongthe Atlantic coast,
formallyhas opposed
drilling off its shores
despite aproposed 50­
mile buffer alongthe
coastlinewithin which
drilling would beprohib­
ited.
The Bureauof Ocean

andEnergy Management
is expectedtorelease its
finalized five­yearplan
for offshoreoil and gas
drilling leases byMarch,
including –for the first
timein 30years –the
watersoff SouthCar­
olina, NorthCarolina,
Virginia andGeorgia.
Coastalcommunities

andenvironmental
groups havebeen fighting
stateleaderswho argue
openingthe coast tooff­
shore drilling is safeand
would bringjobsand
billionsinrevenue to
their states.The gover­
nors ofthe fourstates
under consideration have
asked the Bureauof
Ocean and EnergyMan­
agement tobeincluded in

the plan.
Butothers don'twant

drilling tomoveforward.
"Recently, wedelivered

aletter to(SouthCar­
olina) Gov.Nikki Haley
that was signedby over
430 small­business own­
ers askingherto change
herposition andoppose
offshore drilling,"Frank
Knapp Jr., chiefexecutive
of theS.C. SmallBusiness
Chamber ofCommerce,
said at the Tuesday event.
Morethan68,000S.C.

jobsdepend onocean
sectors, including tourism
andfishing, according to
areport by theMiddlebu­
ry Institute ofInterna­
tional Studies atMonte­
rey.
"Thehundreds of thou­

sands ofjobs dependent
onahealthytourism
economy aredependent
onahealthyocean,"
Knapp said."Nosmall
businessowner or CEO of
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COAST
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aFortune 500 company,
otherthan the petroleum
industry,would risk their
successfulbusiness by
startingan incompatible
sidebusiness.Only fool­
ishpoliticians would even
thinkof doing sucha
thing."
Coastal leadersmet

with 30 congressional
officesWednesday,in­
cluding U.S.Sen.Lindsey
Graham, R­Seneca,U.S.
Rep. TomRice, R­Myrtle
Beach,and Sanford.
South Carolina'scoastal

leadershaveplayed a
large role in Oceana's
anti­drilling efforts.San­
fordand CharlestonCity
CouncilmanMike Seek­

ingsare featuredpromi­

Danson

Walsh

Sanford

Waterston

nently in the organiza­
tion's"Protect Our
Coast" campaignvideo.
"As atrainedpetroleum

engineer andformer
roustaboutonoffshore
drilling rigs,Ican tell you
firsthand that workingon
therigsis a riskyjob,"
Peg Howell,aformeroil
company employeeand
spokespersonfor Stop
OffshoreDrilling inthe
Atlantic,based in Pawleys
Island,saidTuesday.
"I've also seen first­

handwhat offshoredrill­
ingdoestocoastal com­
munities, andIwill tell
youthat it hasnoplace
alongthe Atlanticcoast.
This is a forever deci­
sion."
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RALLYINGFOR ASCHOOL OFONE'SCHOICE
Advocatesofprivate and public­schoolchoice ralliedon the SouthCarolina

StateHouse steps Wednesday for"NationalSchool Choice Week."Gov. Nikki
Haley proclaimedJan. 24­30"School Choice Week."

GALLERY

ATTHESTATE.COM:Seemorephotos
from the rally

TIM DOMINICKtdominick@thestate.com

Advocatesof privateandpublic­school choice gatheredWednesday attheTownshipAuditorium for the My SCEducationRally.
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Out­of­state drivers pay
one­third of SC's gas tax
.............................................................................................

Questionarisesas senatorsdiscussraising
state'sgas taxas part of roadsdeal
.............................................................................................

Manysenatorswantanyroads dealalsoto
includeoffsetting taxcuts
.............................................................................................

Cutinstate'ssalestaxalso couldbe debated

BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com

Justunder a thirdof South
Carolina's gas taxis paidby
out­of­state residents, according
toestimates bythe S.C. Revenue
andFiscal Affairs Office.
The issue of whopays the

state's gas tax­now16.75 cents
agallon ­arose Wednesdayas
statesenators tried todecide
how muchintax cutswould be
needed tooffset agas­taxhike,
designed toraise money torepair
the state's crumblingroads.
Manysenators want any roads

deal ­including a gas­taxhike
andsome taxcut ­toaddup to
anet taxdecrease, said state
Sen. RayCleary, R­Georgetown.
Thatis because Gov.Nikki Haley
hassaid she will vetoany tax
increases.
SenateFinance Committee

members areconsideringin­
creasing the state'sgas taxby 12
cents agallon over threeyears
andhiking other driving­related

SEE GAS,7A

GAS
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fees.Those taxincreases
would raisean added
$665 million ayear to
repairthe state'scrum­
blingroads.
Those senatorsalso are

consideringcuttingstate
incomeand business
taxesbynearly $400
millionover fouryears.
However, once pro­

posed highergas taxes
andfees thatwouldbe
paidby out­of­stateresi­

dentsare factoredout,
the increasesand cuts
almost arein balance,
senators were told
Wednesday. Therewould
beroughly $70million
moreraised in newtaxes
thaninthe proposedtax
cutsfor S.C. residents
andbusinesses.
Still, othertaxcuts are

onthe table,Clearysaid
Wednesday,addingthere
are proposalsintheS.C.
Housetocut taxesfor
military personnel.In

addition,Wednesday
senators brieflydiscussed
reducing thestate's 6
percentsales tax.
Notall senators are

convincedanytax­hikeis
justified.
StateSen. Tom Davis,

R­Beaufort,is pushing for
lawmakerstospendmon­
eyfrom thestate'sone­
timesurplus­$1.2 bil­
lionthis year ­onroad
repairs.
"I knowthatagas­tax

increaseisn'tnecessary,"

saidDavis,who says
$750 million ofthatsur­
pluswill recur everyyear.
Other senators saya

one­timesurpluswill not
pay thebillions needed
over thenext decadesto
fixS.C. roads.
Theyalso say someof

thesurplusmoney should
bespent onotherneeds,
includingschools.

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope
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2016ELECTIONS

In SC stop, Trump touts
hisoutsider credentials
BY ANDREW SHAIN
ashain@thestate.com
GOP presidential front­

runnerDonald Trump
picked upakeyendorse­
ment Wednesday just
before tellingacrowd of
hundreds, crammed into
a Lexington Countybarn,
that he wouldnot become
another Republicanwho
goes alongwith the status
quo inWashington.

"The Republicansare
making it impossible,"
Trump said inGilbert,
wearing whathas become
his iconicredtruckerhat.
"We knowwhere the
Democrats are coming
from. Theproblem is
these Republican wesend
toCongress, andthey're
hollering, 'We're going to

stop Obamacare. We're
going tofight ISIS.'
"But, allof asudden,

they get toWashington
and theylook at the an­
gels onthe ceiling (ofthe
U.S. Capitol), they look at
the beautiful columns,

SEE TRUMP,7A

MOREINSIDE

AnAriailviewof Trump's debate
boycott,2C

How to watchThursdaynight's
GOP debate,7A

ONLINE

THESTATE.COM:More
photos,video fromTrump's
Lexington rally

TRUMP
FROMPAGE1A
theylook at the beautiful
marble floors andthey
keepraising their hands.
Whathappened tothem?
That'snot going tohappen
tome."
Afterreceiving asur­

priseendorsementfrom
S.C. Lt.Gov.Henry
McMaster,Trump went
throughthe listofissues
typical ofhis rallies,punc­
tuated with howheis an
outsiderwho wouldbring
hisbusiness experienceto
theWhite House.He crit­
icized thenuclear deal
withIran, bemoaned los­
ingmoney andbusiness to
China,called forstrength­
eningthe military tofight
terroristsandpromised a
wallonthe borderwith
Mexico.
"Theonly waythey

comethrough the wallis
that theycome through
legally,"he said,receiving
applausefrom thecrowd
atHarmon's Tree Farm.
Trumpalso continued

attackson hisGOP com­
petitors.
U.S.Sen. MarcoRubio

ofFlorida wasknocked for
having debt. FormerFlor­
ida Gov.Jeb Bushwas hit
forspending among the
mostmoney inthe cam­
paignwithout topping the
polls.
U.S.Sen. TedCruz of

Texas, thesecond­place
contender,was zinged for
being born inCanadato
an Americanmother.
"Howcan aguyrun for
office whenhe's got this
cloudover hishead?"
Trumpasked, rhetorically.
AndTrump talkedabout

polls­especially how
wellhe isdoing inthem
nationallyandinearly­
primary states.He leads
bymorethan 15percent­
agepoints inSouth Car­
olina.
The NewYork reales­

tatedeveloper, who hasno
experienceinpolitical
office,also keptmention­
inghowlittle money he
hasspent onthe campaign
comparedto hiscompet­
itors."We spend theleast
andhavethe best," he
said inanotherlinethat
drewapplause.
Trumpdid not mention

hisdecision tonottake
partinThursday's Repub­
licandebate inIowa be­
causeof afeudwith Fox
Newsanchor Megyn Kelly
andatongue­in­cheek
newsreleasefrom the
network.
Trumpis continuing a

tourtouching majorS.C.
marketseven as presi­
dential votingstarts Mon­
day inIowa.
Hehas visitedRock

Hill,Myrtle Beach and
Hilton Headinthe past
month,while stoppingin
Spartanburg, Charleston
andAikenduring the
month beforethat.
ButLexington County,

oneofthe state's biggest
GOPstrongholds, isakey
tosuccessinSouth Car­
olina.The county, just
outside Columbia, was
wonbythe GOP candi­
dateswho wentonto
victory intheparty'spast
twoS.C. presidentialpri­
maries.
The stopat Harmon's

TreeFarmwas abreak
fromthe arenas andlarge
conventionhallswhere

Trumpusually holdsral­
lies.The stage included
stacksof hayand awood­
en wallbackdrop. While
adding the redtruckerhat,
Trumpwent without atie.
Inwhat couldbethe

biggest shock inthe S.C.
primary this far,Trump
receivedan endorsement
Wednesdayfrom McMas­
ter,the secondhigh­rank­
ingS.C. politicianto back
a2016 hopeful. McMas­
ter'sendorsement of
Trumpwas asurprise
because theformer state
attorneygeneral, U.S.
attorneyandS.C. GOP
chairman isconsidered
oneofthe top establish­
ment membersinthe state
party.
Muchof theS.C. party's

establishment basehas
endorsedBush inthe GOP
race after initiallybacking
U.S.Sen. Lindsey Graham,
aSeneca Republicanwho
pulledout of thepresi­
dential race last month.
Graham,the onlyother
statewidepolitician to
endorse aWhiteHouse
hopeful,also is backing
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Bush.
Butit is Trump, whohas

runas theanti­politician­
in­chief,who holdsalarge
lead inS.C. polls.Bush is
fourth.
"He'samanofdecision.

He'samanofaction,"
McMastersaidinintroduc­
ingTrump."Hespeaksthe
truthasheseeitinwords
everybodyunderstands.
And,ladiesandgentlemen,
that'ssomethingunusualin
politics.It'sadelightful
thingtosee.
"Hehasno hidden

agenda, andthe onlyobli­
gationis toyou, the people
ofthe United Statesof
America. He hasgreat
confidence inthis country,
andthat comes outevery
timehespeaks. He speaks
ofthe greatness ofthe

United States­how it
wasand howit can be
again."
McMaster, anally of

RepublicanGov.Nikki
Haley,joinsformer state
Sen. Jake Knotts,R­Lex­
ington, inbackingTrump.
Knotts,who likeTrump
built areputation for say­
ingwhat'sonhis mind
even it isnot politically
correct, isaHaley foewho
oncecalled the daughter
ofIndian immigrants a
"raghead"onan Internet
show.Knottswas defeated
in2012 byanother Repub­
lican, KatrinaShealy, who
received$139,000 inads
fromapro­Haley political
group.
McMaster's endorse­

ment couldaffect his
expectedrun for governor

in2018.Inthat race, the
RichlandCounty Repub­
licanwill seekthe backing
ofthe state's Republican
establishment,as hehad
inother races.In a twist,
McMasterlosttothe up­
startGOP candidate inthe
2010 governor'srace,
Haley.
"NooneinS.C. politics

ismore disappointedthan
me,"tweetedTrey Walk­
er,aformer McMaster
aide.
Twoother GOP mem­

bersof SouthCarolina's
congressional delegation
haveendorsed2016 can­
didates. U.S.Rep. Mick
Mulvaney, R­Indian Land,
isbacking U.S.Sen. Rand
Paul ofKentucky. U.S.
Rep.Trey Gowdy,R­Spar­
tanburg, hasendorsed
Rubio.

Haley,who isinher
secondterm asgovernor,
didnot give atimetable
foran endorsement
Thursday,saying shedoes
notneed along timeto
decide. "Idon't work like
that,where Iplan really
farahead," thegovernor
toldreporters. "It's usually
onceImake a decision,I
go withit."
Butit doesnot appear

Haley willjoin McMaster
inbackingTrump. Shehas
criticized Trump'scomba­
tive campaigning three
times, including inana­
tionallytelevised Stateof
theUnion response this
month.
SouthCarolina holdsits

Republicanpresidential
primary Feb.20 after Iowa
andNew Hampshire.

GOPpresidential debate
What:Last debate beforethe firstvotesof the 2016
primary seasonare castMonday in Iowa

When:Thursday ­main debate,9p.m.;"undercard"
debate,7p.m.

Who:Main debate ­JebBush,Ben Carson, Chris
Christie,TedCruz,JohnKasich, RandPaul and Marco
Rubio; Undercard­Carly Fiorina,Jim Gilmore,Mike
HuckabeeandRick Santorum.(Front­runner Donald
Trumphas saidhewill not participate.)

Where: Iowa EventsCenterin DesMoines

TV:FoxNews
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''MCMASTER'S
ENDORSEMENT
OFTRUMPWAS
ASURPRISE
BECAUSE HE IS
CONSIDEREDONE
OFTHETOP
ESTABLISHMENT
MEMBERSINTHE
STATEGOP.

GERRY MELENDEZ gmelendez@thestate.com

Donald Trumpgets an endorsement fromLt.Gov.HenryMcMasteratHarmon'sTree FarmnearGilbert.
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GERRY MELENDEZ gmelendez@thestate.com

MiguelMontielwaits inline toseeDonaldTrumpat Harmon'sTree Farm.
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Has Haley
switched parties?
I remember when Gov.

Nikki Haley was a tea
party sweetheart. Then she
became an establishment
Republican.
Now she is criticizing

Republican frontrunner
Donald Trump and calling
for new taxes (on gas). It
sounds to me like she has
crossed over to the Demo­
crats.

­ Jim Clark
Columbia
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SC'sfifthtiremakercranks up
Spartanburg factory
BY RUDOLPH BELL
The Greenville News
SPARTANBURG
SouthCarolina is al­

readyproducing more
tiresthanany otherstate,
andthat doesn't count the
Trelleborg Wheel Systems
plant that wasdedicated
inSpartanburgon
Wednesday.
As Gov.Nikki Haley

was quick topoint out
duringacolorful ceremo­
nymarking the plant's
grand opening, Trelleborg
is thefifth foreign­owned
tirecompany tobring
manufacturing toSouth
Carolina.
The industry cluster

began in1975, when Mi­
chelinNorth America
launched its U.S. 1 plant in
southern Greenville Coun­
ty.
Itgrew over the yearsto

include Bridgestone, Con­
tinental, Giti, andnow
Trelleborg, a Swedish
company whosetire busi­
nessis based inItaly.
Trelleborg isstill ramp­

ingup productionat the
150,000­square­foot plant
inSpartanburg andinthe
process of hiring150
workers.
The plant makes huge

tiresthat go onheavy

equipmentused infarm­
ingand forestry.
Paolo Pompei,president

of Trelleborg's business
unit for agricultureand
forestry tires,said the
industry presence that was
already inSouth Carolina
was onereasonthe com­
pany pickedSpartanburg
for the investmentof
about 50million euros
($54 million).
"We considerSouth

Carolina theSilicon Valley
of thetirebusiness," he
told The GreenvilleNews.
"Ifyouare looking for

expertise,if youare look­
ingfor people whoknow
the business, thenof
course this is thestateto
come to."
According toestimates

byBruce Davis,special
projectsreporter for Tire
Business, a tradepubli­
cation, eight factoriesin
South Carolinahavethe
capacityto make102,000
tiresperday, morethan
any otherstate.
Thatdoesn't count the

Trelleborg plant orthe
Giti plantinChester
Countythat hasn't opened
yet.
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LAUREN PETRACCA/THEGREENVILLE NEWS

Gov.NikkiHaley getsatourof thenewTrelleborgWheelSystemsplant inSpartanburgonWednesday.
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Haley asks S.C. prosecutor
to sue feds over MOX project

MEG KINNARD
Associated Press

COLUMBIA ­ Gov. Nikki
Haley on Tuesday moved
forward with her threat to
sue the U.S. Department of
Energy for the agency's fail­
ure to meet a Jan. 1 nuclear
fuel
dead­
line,
asking
South
Caroli­
na's top
pros­
ecutor

to pur­
sue lit­
igation
and
collection of $1 million
daily fine.
"The federal government

has, once again, failed to keep
its promise to the people of
our state," Haley wrote to At­
torney General Alan Wilson
in a letter obtained by The
Associated Press. "South
Carolina will not sit idly by
while DOE continues — in
violation of federal law — to
ignore its commitment to the
people of South Carolina."
The Savannah River Site's

mixed­oxide project —
known as MOX — is intended
to turn weapons­grade plu­
tonium into commercial nu­
clear reactor fuel. It is years
behind schedule, and billions
over its original budget.

Officials with the Depart­
ment of Energy did not im­
mediately return a message
seeking comment Tuesday.
MOX is intended to help

the United States fulfill an
agreement with Russia to
dispose of at least 34 met­
ric tons apiece of weapons­
grade plutonium. Govern­
ment officials say that's
enough material for about
17,000 nuclear warheads.
Construction began in

2007. The General Account­
ability Office has said the
project is more than three
years behind its completion
deadline — and, at $8 billion,
at least $3 billion over budget.
Since MOX is not operat­

ing, by law the federal gov­
ernment was supposed to
remove 1 metric ton of plu­
tonium from South Carolina
by Jan. 1 or pay $1 million a
day for "economic and im­
pact assistance," up to $100
million yearly, until either
the facility meets produc­
tion goals or the plutonium is
taken out of state for storage
or disposal elsewhere.
A clause in the law, how­

ever, makes the fine "sub­
ject to the availability of
appropriations."
Haley warned Energy Sec­

retary Ernest Moniz in De­
cember that the state would
be forced to sue if his agency
didn't start making pay­
ments. In writing to Wilson,
Llaley also enclosed a letter

she received this month from
Moniz, who said the admin­
istration remains commit­
ted to removing the surplus
plutonium from the Savan­
nah River Site and reiterated
South Carolina's "critical
role" in the country's non­
proliferation efforts.
Haley copied Tuesday's

letter to the state's congres­
sional delegation. U.S. Sens.
Lindsey Graham and Tim
Scott and U.S. Rep. Joe Wil­
son — father of the state's
attorney general — have
previously encouraged the
governor to sue to keep the
project going.
South Carolina did sue the

Obama administration in
2014 after officials said they
wanted to shutter the project,
citing cost overruns and de­
lays. In that lawsuit, the state
said the federal government
had made a commitment to
South Carolina and shouldn't
mothball the effort, noting it
legally couldn't use money
intended to build the plant to
shut it down.
The state dropped the suit

several months later, when
the administration commit­
ted to funding the project
through that fiscal year. But
the administration has since
said it's searching for a less
expensive way to dispose of
the plutonium, such as im­
mobilizing it in glass or pro­
cessing it in different kinds
of reactors.
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Gov. Haley asksS.C. prosecutortosue feds overnuclear issue
BY MEGKINNARD

Associated Press
COLUMBIA
Gov. Nikki Haley onTues­

day moved forwardwith her
threat tosue the U.S. De­
partment ofEnergy for the
agency'sfailure tomeet a
Jan. 1 nuclear fueldeadline,
askingSouth Carolina's top
prosecutor topursue litiga­
tion andcollection of $1
million daily fine.
"Thefederal government

has, once again,failed to
keep its promise tothe peo­
ple ofour state,"Haley
wrotetoAttorney General
AlanWilson inaletter ob­
tained byThe Associated
Press. "South Carolinawill
notsit idly bywhileDOE
continues –inviolation of
federal law–toignore its
commitment tothe people
ofSouth Carolina."
The Savannah RiverSite's

mixed­oxideproject isin­
tendedtoturn weapons­
gradeplutoniuminto com­
mercialnuclear reactor fuel.
Itis yearsbehind schedule,

andbillionsover its original
budget.
Officialswith the Depart­

ment ofEnergy did not
immediatelyreturn a mes­
sageseekingcomment
Tuesday.
MOX is intended tohelp

the United Statesfulfill an
agreement with Russia to
dispose of at least34 metric
tons apieceof weapons­
grade plutonium.Govern­
ment officials say that's
enough materialfor about
17,000 nuclear warheads.
Construction beganin

2007.The GeneralAccount­
ability Office hassaidthe
project isover three years
behind its completion dead­
line – and,at $8 billion, at
least $3billion overbudget.
Since MOX is notoper­

ating, by lawthe federal
government was supposed
toremove1metric tonof
plutoniumfrom SouthCar­
olinaby Jan.1or pay $1
million aday for "economic

andimpact assistance,"up
to$100 million yearly,until
either the facilitymeets
production goals or the
plutoniumis takenout of
statefor storage ordisposal
elsewhere. Aclause inthe
law, however, makes the
fine "subject tothe avail­
ability ofappropriations."
Haley warned Energy

Secretary Ernest Moniz in
December that thestate
would beforced tosue ifhis
agency didn't startmaking
payments.In writing to
Wilson,Haley also enclosed
aletter shereceived this
month fromMoniz,who
saidtheadministration
remainscommitted tore­
moving thesurplus plutoni­
umfromthe Savannah River
Site andreiteratedSouth
Carolina's "critical role"in
thecountry's nonprolifer­
ationefforts.
Haley copiedTuesday's

lettertothe state's congres­
sionaldelegation. U.S. Sens.

Lindsey GrahamandTim
ScottandU.S. Rep. JoeWil­
son–father ofthe state's
attorneygeneral–have
previously encouragedthe
governor tosue tokeep the
projectgoing.
SouthCarolina didsue the

Obama administration in
2014after officialssaidthey
wanted toshutter the pro­
ject, citingcost overruns and
delays. Inthat lawsuit, the
state saidthefederal gov­
ernment had madeacom­
mitment toSouth Carolina
and shouldn't mothballthe
effort, notingit legally
couldn't use money intend­
ed tobuild theplant toshut
it down.
The state droppedthe suit

several months later, when
the administration commit­
ted tofundingthe project
through that fiscal year. But
the administration hassince
saidit's searching foraless
expensive way todispose of
the plutonium.
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Panelweighs $400Min tax
cuts aspart ofroads deal
...................................................................

Senate panelapprovesgovernor
appointingcommissionthat
overseesTransportation
Department
...................................................................

Senate FinanceCommittee
considers12­cent­a­gallonhike
ingastax,someoffsetting tax
cuts
...................................................................

BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com
Aftertaking "babysteps"

Tuesday, senatorswill try
Wednesday towork outadeal
onaroad­repair bill.
Senators onatransportation

panelagreed Tuesday togive
the governor controlof thecom­
mission that oversees the state
Department of Transportation.
The Senate's full Transportation
Committee will takeup that
proposal Wednesday.
Meanwhile, theSenate Fi­

nance Committee discussed
raising anadded $665million a
year forroad repairsbyincreas­
ingthe state's 16.75­cent­a­
gallongas taxby 12cents and
hiking other driving fees.The
committee also considered cut­
ting nearly$400 million in
incomeand businesstaxes.
"This isabout taking baby

steps towardaconsensus,and I
thinkwe tookacouple ofbaby
steps today,"said state Sen.Joel

Lourie, D­Richland.
Evenif theproposals survive

the Senate­where somemem­
bersmay filibuster,saying a
gas­taxhikeis not necessary ­
they face anuncertain future.
The Senateplan meetssome

of thedemands ofathree­part
roadsdeal set by theS.C. House
andGov. NikkiHaley. Forex­
ample, it would givethe gover­
norcontrol of theTransporta­
tion Department,now con­
trolled bylegislators.
However, theHouse passeda

far differentroads planlast
year,proposing a10­cent­a­
gallongas­tax hiketoraise just
morethan $400 million ayear
for roadrepairs.The House
plan, nowbefore theSenate,
also includessmaller taxcuts.
Also, Haley hasinsistedany

gas­taxhikebe offsetby alarger
income­tax cut.
The SenateFinance Commit­

tee will consideritstax­cut pro­

SEE ROADS,7A

Yoursavings
A panelof senatorsisdiscussing
cuttingtheincometaxespaid by
SouthCaroliniansby$314 million.
Atthesame time,however,they
would increasethestate'sgastax by
12 centsagallon.Alook atthe
proposedincometax cuts:

$42: Theamount South
Carolinianswith taxable income
of between$5,000 and$10,000
would save annually

$191: The amount an S.C.taxpayer
with taxable income of between
$40,000and $50,000ayear
would save

$11,985:The amountthe state's
highest­income taxpayers­
thosewith taxable income of
morethan $2 millionayear ­
would save
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FROMPAGE3A

ROADS
posalagain Wednesday.
Whenfully phased in,
after three years,the pro­
posalthat would cut in­
come taxespaidby S.C.
residentsby $314 million,
includingreducing the
state's topincome tax
bracket to6.8 percent,
down from7percent.
The proposal also would

adjust thestate's tax
bracketsso that a taxpayer
would begin payingtaxes
after earning $3,710 in
taxable income, upfrom
$2,920.
If passed, thehighest

taxbracket also would be
revisedupward, kickingin
for taxable incomeabove

$18,500,upfrom
$14,600.
Other proposals include:
AAdjustingupward the

state's taxcreditfor two­
wage­earner families to
include taxableearnings
upto$45,000from
$30,000, increasing the
maximum creditto$315
from$210.
A Increasing the credit

for collegetuition to
$1,500 ayear, upfrom
$850 ayear for studentsin
four­year colleges and
$350ayearfor students at
two­yearcolleges.
A Making thetaxcredit

for students with special

needs whoattend private
schoolpart oflaw, instead
of requiringitsrenewal
each yearas partof the
statebudget.
A Cutting about $84

million inbusiness taxes,
including dropping the
propertytax onmanu­
facturers to8.5 percent
from10.5 percent.
A Establishing astate

earned­income taxcredit,
mirroring theexisting
federal credit, forlow­
incometaxpayers. Rough­
ly 500,000 S.C.tax filers
would get an average
creditof $85, based on
2013 federal statistics.
The proposedearned­

incometax creditraninto
opposition fromstate Sen.
LarryGrooms, R­Berke­
ley, who said income­tax
relief shouldgo onlyto
taxpayers.
Someone should notget

a refundfor more thanthe
amount that theypay in
taxes, hesaid.
However, stateSen.

DarrellJackson, D­Rich­
land, said low­income S.C.
residents, whowould
qualifyfor the taxcredit,
would bepaying higher
taxesinthe formof the
higher gastax.

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope

THEPROPOSEDEARNED­INCOMETAX
CREDITRANINTOOPPOSITIONFROM
STATESEN.LARRYGROOMS,
R­BERKELEY,WHOSAIDINCOME­TAX
RELIEFSHOULDGOONLYTO
TAXPAYERS.
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CINDI ROSSSCOPPE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Afew
corrections
on the
State of
the State
GOV. NIKKIHaley had

alot offamiliar items
onher Stateof the
Statebrag listlast

week:
A"Number oneinforeign

investment."
A"The numberone exporter

of tires."
A"Oneof the fastestgrowing

economies onthe EastCoast."
A"Thanks toyour support, we

changed the fundingformula so
that noonecanever say again
that weeducate childrenbased
solely on wherethey are born
and raised."
Huh?
Did I mishear that? DidI

misunderstand thechange the
Legislature made tothe state's
basic education funding formula
a couple of yearsago? Didthe
Supreme Courtmisunderstand
it, when it continuedtoinsist
that thestatewas unconstitu­
tionally failing toadequately
educate children …basedon
where theyare born and raised?
I checked with ahandful of

legislators onThursday, and
while somehad missed that
line, oneleading education
advocate who is otherwise en­
thusiastic about Gov.Haley's
public education agendatold me
it jumped outat him. Ridiculous,
he said.
For allthe accomplishments

the governor can takecreditfor
and allthe smart initiatives she
proposed, there were ahandful
of dissonant chords inheran­
nual address. Claimsthat were

at best misleading.If I'm going
to praiseherfor hersmart
proposals,Ifeelobliged topoint
outthose problem notes.
Theproblem with herschools

claimisn't that lawmakers
didn'tgo along withher planto
addapoverty weighting tothe
fundingformula ­theydid, and
itwas along­overdue change.
Theproblem is that shegrossly
overstated theeffect of that
change­aproblem that was
compounded byher decisionto
appropriatethe languageof the
legaland politicalargumentthat
childreninpoorschool districts
stillaren't receivingadecent
education.
Whenyousay "noone can

eversay again that weeducate
childrenbasedsolely on where
theyare bornandraised,"
you're saying theproblem has
been solved.It hasn'tbeen,as
thegovernor herselfimplicitly
acknowledged with her educa­
tion proposals ­particularly the
plan torecruitteachers tothe
Corridor ofShame.
Asimportant asit was forthe

statetoofficiallyacknowledge
that itcosts more toeducate
poorchildrenthantheir better­
offpeers, simplyadding that
weightingdidn't provide enough
moneytothe poorest districts to
addressthat part ofthe problem.
Of course,that's notthe only

reasonchanging the funding
formuladidn't fix those dis­
tricts,and bysuggestingthat it
did, oreven could, the governor

embracedthe very "moneyis
thesolution" argument that she
andother Republicans rightly
reject.Money isaproblem, but
allthe money intheworld won't
getpoorchildreneducated until
wemake changesin governance
that willresult ingood teachers
beingwilling andableto move
toandremain inthose schools.
Thegovernor's next off­key

claimcame inherquite reason­
ableargumentthat replacing
dilapidatedschools inthe im­
poverisheddistricts is more
importantthanconstructing
morecollegebuildings. "No one
canlook at thetuition hikes
parents andcollegestudents
haveseen over thelast decade,"
shesaid,"and tell methat high­
ereducation doesn'thave
enoughmoney."
Perhaps she'sright that col­

legeshaveenough money,but
herimplicationthat they've
gougedstudents is terriblymis­
leading.The factis that colleges
haveraisedtuitionas adirect
resultof thestate defunding its
colleges.
We'venever adequately fund­

edour colleges, andthings only
gotworse after lawmakers de­
cidedthat lotteryscholarships
were"college" funding, and
scaledback onthe actualfund­
ingtocolleges.
Butscholarships merely

changethe nameonthe check,
nothow muchmoney colleges
receive. So collegeshad to
choosebetween reducing qual­
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ity andraisingtuition; they
raisedtuition.During the reces­
sion, lawmakers cutfunding
more,and collegesraised tuition
more.
Thegovernor also presented a

falseimpression whenshe right­
lycalled outsenators who have
refusedtopass legislation allow­
ingan independentbody to
investigatetheir compliance
withthe stateethics lawand
requiringthemselvesto report
thesources of their income.
"TheSenatehas refusedto

evenvote on either," shesaid.
"Repeatedly."
It'strue that theSenate never

votedonthose twoitems indi­
vidually.Butthe Senatehas
votedonethics reform, andall
theversions it votedon included
incomedisclosure.And inthe
crucialvote inFebruary,GOP
Sens.HughLeatherman and
LukeRankin,the most out­
spokentea­party Republicans,
andallthe Democrats succeed­
ed inpassingan amendment
that strippedindependent over­
sight fromthe ethicsbill.
SomeDemocrats said they

supported independentover­
sight but weren't willingtolet
other reformsdie inorder toget
that. The senatorswho worked

thehardest forreform were
willingtolet the billdie, be­
causethey feared that ifthey
allowedit topass without inde­
pendentoversight, it would be
decades beforethey'd get an­
other chance.
Thatwasn't theresult Gov.

Haleyor I or anyother reform­
erswanted, but it wasavote.
Andto denythat is notjust
wrong;it'sunwise for anyone
whohasany hopesof reviving
ethicsreform.

Ms.Scoppecanbe reached
atcscoppe@thestate.com
or at(803) 771­8571.
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