
Church suspect competencyhearing
wrapsupwithno decisionmade yet

CHARLESTON

There'sno officialdeci­
sionyet onthe competency
ofDylann Roof tostand trial
inthekilling ofnine black
worshippers at aSouthCar­
olinachurch.
Court officials sayno

decisionwas reachedinthe
two­dayhearing that ended
Tuesday afternooninChar­
leston.
U.S.District JudgeRich­

ardGergelsays he'llrule
later this weekifthe trial
cancontinue.
Gergelclosed thehearing

amidconcern its contents
couldtaint potentialjurors'

views of Roof.
The hearing

came asGov.
Nikki Haley
attended a
prayer vigil
blocks away
atEmanuel
AMEChurch,

siteof the 2015 shootings.
The vigil was oneofmany
statewide Haley requested
toencourage prayerfor
South Carolinaduring the
trials ofRoof andformer
North Charlestonofficer
Michael Slager,aswell as
recovery fromHurricane
Matthew.

Roof
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Haley'leading candidate'
forUN ambassador,
newspaperreport says
S.C. Gov.Nikki

Haley isPresident­
electDonaldTrump's
"leadingcandidate"
for thenext ambassa­
dortothe United
Nations,accordingto
theWall StreetJour­
nal.
Haley wasrumored last weekto

beacontender forsecretary of state.
However,the WallStreet Journal
articlesaidTrump is leaningtoward
Mitt Romney.
Haley metlast week withTrump

inNew York,but details ofthe
meetingwere scarce.Haley also was
elected vice chair ofthe Republican
GovernorsAssociation last week.

­CASSIECOPE

Haley
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'A NEEDTO COME TOGETHER'
Worshipers prayed acrossthe stateTuesday, atthe requestofGov. Nikki Haley.

"There's a needto come together," saidDan Rogers, wholedanintercessoryprayer at anoonservice forthe vic­
tims ofthe Emanuel Churchshootingand thefamily of slain motoristWalter Scott. Seestory,Page 3A.

GERRY MELENDEZ gmelendez@thestate.com

Saint Joseph CatholicChurchholds aprayerservice, oneof several acrossthe state held atthe requestof Gov. NikkiHaley after Hurricane
Matthewand in the midstof tworacially­chargedmurdertrials in Charleston.
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Haley top contender for
UN ambassador, per report
AMANDA COYNE
THE GREENVILLE NEWS

Gov. Nikki Haley is the "leading can­
didate" to become U.S. ambassador to
the United Nations, the Wall Street
Journal reports.

Haley met with President­elect Don­
ald Trump last week amid reports she
was under consideration for multiple
cabinet positions in the coming Trump
Administration. One of those positions
is believed to be secretary of state.

Both secretary of state and U.N. am­
bassador are positions concerning di­
plomacy and foreign policy, areas in
which Haley has limited experience.
The two­term South Carolina governor
has led trade missions to countries in­
cluding India, Sweden and Germany
during her tenure, and the S.C. Depart­
ment of Commerce has offices in India,
Germany, Japan and China.
Haley and her staff have been tight­

lipped about what Haley and Trump
discussed during their meeting in the
president­elect's Manhattan office.
When asked about the meeting at a
Monday press conference, Haley said
she would not discuss details because it
was a private meeting. Haley's deputy

chief of staff Rob Godfrey character­
ized the meeting as a "good discussion"
in a statement released after the meet­
ing.
Haley's office did not immediately

respond to a request for comment Tues­
day.
If Haley accepted any job with the

Trump Administration before her term
as governor expires, Lt. Gov. Henry
McMaster would assume the governor­
ship.

SEAN RAYFORD/GETTY IMAGES

South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley met with
President­elect Donald Trump last week.
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Legislators,
others
respond
to story of
quadriplegic
TIM SMITH
TCSMITH@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

COLUMBIA ­ Lawmakers say they
are considering legislation in the
wake of a story in The Greenville
News concerning an Upstate quadri­
plegic who has battled state agencies
for nine years in an attempt to get the
nursing services ordered by her doc­
tors.
The legislators say they were sad­

dened and disturbed by Sunday's sto­
ry in The News that detailed the plight
of Brook Waddle, a 28­year­old quad­
riplegic living in her mother's home in
Landrum that is at risk of foreclosure.
Waddle is a former homecoming

queen, athlete and cheerleader who
was paralyzed in 2005 in an auto acci­
dent. She was treated at various hos­
pitals for two years before being
moved to her mother's home.

Though a doctor in 2007 ordered at
least 108 hours of skilled care per
week for Waddle, including 24 hours
of care by a registered nurse and at­
tendant care whenever a nurse was
not available, the state departments
of Disabilities and Special Needs and
Health and Human Services have
never approved that amount.
In fact, records show, the amount

of approved nursing care has been
steadily cut over the years and Wad­
dle has never had the regular care of a
registered nurse, despite a complex
medical condition.
An HHS hearing officer in 2013

found the agency improperly reduced
Waddle's hours, said the state had vio­
lated her due process rights and said
the state should have provided RN

care at least weekly since she was
home. In addition, the officer con­
cluded that Waddle should have re­
ceived the care her doctor ordered
until the end of her administrative ap­
peal. She ordered the state to pay
$140,148 to Waddle's mother for her
years as a caretaker.
The hearing officer's directives

have yet to be followed by the state,
according to Waddle's lawyer, Patri­
cia Logan Harrison.
The story has brought expressions

of frustration about the state's han­
dling of Waddle and sympathy for her
from readers, as well as by legisla­
tors.

See QUADRIPLEGIC, Page 6A

Quadriplegic
Continued from Page 1A

"It's a heartbreaking story that gets
increasingly worse," said Sen. Harvey
Peeler, a Gaffney Republican who chairs
the Senate Medical Affairs Committee.
Peeler said he tried contacting the

agencies to talk about Waddle's case but
was told they could not discuss it be­
cause of federal medical privacy laws.
"Which is frustrating, to say the

least," he said. "I wish there was some­
thing we could do legislatively, and I'm
going to take a look at it, but I don't want
to give anyone any false hopes because it
is tied up in the courts."
Rep. Leola Robinson­Simpson, a

Greenville Democrat who serves on the
House Medical, Military and Municipal
Affairs Committee, said she plans to
work on legislation because other fam­
ilies also are suffering who take care of
loved ones who are disabled.

"What really bothered me is how we
could have been more of a blessing to her
instead of an impediment," she said.
"Sometimes you can cope with things in
life that occur. But when you have sup­
port from your community and your gov­
ernment, it makes it more bearable. I
was very disturbed by that."

She said she is working with members
of the Silver­haired Legislature, an advi­
sory group created by the General As­
sembly to advocate for older residents,
on legislation that would provide assis­
tance to caretakers and parents of the
disabled.
"It is very much needed," she said. "I

think there have been unnecessary ob­
stacles to assisting families. It's touched
a nerve not only with me but a lot of peo­
ple. We can do better."
Sen. Glenn Reese, a Spartanburg

County Democrat who represents part
of Landrum, said he was unfamiliar with
Waddle's story but believes the hurdles
she faced are rooted in agencies not hav­
ing the funding they need to serve the
state's most vulnerable citizens.
"It's a bad situation, but if the House

and Senate are not going to be willing to
step up to the plate and fund the agen­

cies, we need to shut them down and not
take any responsibility if they are going
to be that way," he said.

Among those who were upset at Wad­
dle's handling was Roxanne Walker Cor­
donier of Taylors, who said she has been
a volunteer guardian ad litem for 16
years.
"Brook Waddle's compelling story is

yet another chapter in the endless saga
of the mismanagement of the DDSN,"
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she said. "I wish I could blame Nikki Ha­
ley for the mess that is this agency, but
the mismanagement preceded her ad­
ministration. I feel like South Carolina
denies services to the most vulnerable of
our residents simply because they can."

As a guardian, she said, she saw first­
hand how disabled children in state cus­
tody are treated.
"I've always known that poor people

and children can be abused because they
don't have any political power," she said.
"Even though Brook's parents have what
appears to be a very good attorney, the
system makes it impossible to navigate

or obtain the services you are entitled to.
I love this state, but our government is
starved of resources, mismanaged by
administrators and overrun by good ole
boys who only look out for themselves."
Several readers have asked about

how to donate to the Waddles.
Two women say they are working on a

GoFundMe account.
Patricia Logan Harrison, Waddle's

lawyer, said donations can be directed to
a trust fund for Waddle at the Arthur
State Bank.
Harrison also has notified the U.S.

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Ser­

vices of Waddle's case and asked for as­
sistance in forcing the agencies to com­
ply.

"We would appreciate some help from
CMS in requiring DHHS to pay the
amount ordered by its hearing officer so
that the Waddle home is not lost to fore­
closure, causing Brook to be institution­
alized, and to give CMS an opportunity to
help DHHS understand the importance
of providing the services the hearing of­
ficer ordered during the administrative
appeal," she wrote. "This case demon­
strates what a farce 'fair hearings' are in
South Carolina."

TIM SMITH
Brook Waddle is shown at her home in Landrum.
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Governor
namesnew
SC Revenue
director
S.C. Departmentof

Revenue directorRick
Reames isstepping down;
HartleyPowell willsucceed
him.

BY AVERYG.WILKS

awilks@thestate.com
S.C. Departmentof Reve­

nuedirector Rick Reamesis
stepping downafter three
years incharge,Gov. Nikki
Haley saidMonday.
The Republican governor

tappedHartley Powell of
Columbia,alawyer and

KPMGtax
professional,
tosucceed
Reames.
Haley said

Powell, whose
nomination

requires con­
firmation by
the stateSen­

ate,will focus moreonad­
visingcounties inhow to
createtax policiesthat help
attracteconomicdevelop­
ment.
"We willnow seethe De­

partment ofRevenue work
closely withthe counties and
with the DepartmentofCom­
merce aswe continue to
negotiatedeals, bringjobs,
continue tohavehigher num­

bersof people working,"
Haley said.
Powell andReames said

they will worktogether on
the transition untilPowell
takes over onJan. 2.
Haley praised Reamesfor

tacklingthe Revenue Depart­
ment'ssecurity issues,taking

SEEREVENUE,6A

FROM PAGE3A

REVENUE
ontaxfraud andbuilding
agency morale"backup
so that they couldbe
proudof whothey were."
Reames,who waspaid

$160,650last year,re­
centlyfeuded with Rich­
land Countyover itspen­
nysales­taxprogram.The
Revenue Department
allegedpossiblecorrup­
tion,fraud andmisuse in

connection with the coun­
ty's 1 percentsales taxfor
transportation projects.
InJune, astate judge

orderedthe Revenue De­
partment torelease $17
million inpenny sales
proceedsthat ithad been
withholdingfrom the
county. ButReames

Powell

claimedvictory inthe case
since thejudge ruledhis

agency cango forward
with itsclaims that Rich­
land Countyis wrongly
spending thetax money.
Reames ofFlorencesaid

hehas notdecided what
hewill donext inthe pri­
vate sector.

Avery G.Wilks:
803­771­8362,
@averygwilks

SC0148 State
Page Number: 3Publication Date: 11/22/2016

Governor namesnew SC Revenue director
BY AVERYG.WILKS awilks@thestate.com
23.40 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 1

67012-11-22_3003.pdf

County: Richland



CHARLESTON CHURCHSLAYINGS

Closedhearing onRoof's
competencyto continue
BY JOHN MONK

jmonk@thestate.com
CHARLESTON

A hearingtodetermine
whether Charleston church
killer Dylann Roofis mentally
fit tostand trialwill continue
Tuesdayinfederal courtin
Charleston.
The hearingbegan Monday

behind closed doors. U.S.Judge
RichardGergel saidlast week
that hehoped todecideon
Roof's competence afterthe
hearing.
A criminaldefendant must be

abletounderstand andpartici­
pateinlegal proceedings.
Gergelmaybe wrestlingwith

last­minute issuesraisedby

Roof's lawyers,
led byveteran
anti­death penal­
ty attorneyDavid
Bruck.
Fournonpublic

documents were
filed Monday,
making it impos­

sibleto sayif thematerial came
fromfederal prosecutorsor
Roof's lawyers. So far, 645doc­
umentshave beensubmitted,
most ofthem private.
Roof's competency hearing

was closedto thepublic despite
pleas toopen it frommorethan
ahalf­dozen African­American
survivors andrelativesof vic­
tims ofthe June2015 massacre
at historic MotherEmanuel
AME Church.

Gergelrefused, saying that
Roof's righttoafairtrialand
gettingan impartialjury
trumped those concerns.
A federal indictment inthe

case alleges Roof, 22,aself­
described white supremacist
fromthe Columbia area, wentto
Charleston tokill African­Amer­
icans to"inciteracial tensions
across thenation."Roofkilled
nine people, includingchurch
pastor stateSen.Clementa
Pinckney.
Gergelsaidhe wouldrelease a

censored transcriptofthe hear­
ing, openingthose portions that
don't affect Roof's rights.
The judgehas saidhewould

like juryselectionfor Roof's trial
tobegin Monday, assuming
Roof isfound competent.

Meanwhile, Gov.NikkiHaley
is askingSouthCarolinians to
prayfor healing amidtwo racial­
ly­charged murdertrialsand
recovery fromHurricane Mat­
thew. Sheis urging placesof
worshipto holdaprayervigil at
noon Tuesday.Shealso wants
church bellstoberung state­
wide.The governor will beat
MotherEmanuel AMEChurch.
Besidesthe Roofhearing, the

trialof formerNorthCharleston
officerMichaelSlager is under
way. He'saccusedof fatally
shooting ablack motorist inthe
back ashefled. Haley says,"We
don't knowwhat'sgoing to
come outof these murder
trials."She says it'simportant
"weall cometogether"and
reflect.

Roof
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'A GOODMEETING'

Haley:
Trump
meeting
'private'
S.C. Gov. Nikki Haleywould notsaywhatshe

andPresident­electDonald Trumpdiscussed
in their meetinglastweek.Butshecontinues
tobe thefocus of talk about a potential
Cabinet appointment.

BY AVERYG.WILKS AND BRISTOWMARCHANT

awilks@thestate.com, bmarchant@thestate.com

S.C. Gov.Nikki Haley didnot
offer manydetails Mondayon
her meetingwithPresident­elect
DonaldTrump,even as she
continuestobe thefocus oftalk
aboutapotentialCabinetap­
pointment.
Haley would notsay what she

and Trumpdiscussed intheir
meetinglast week. The Repub­
lican governor,toutedas apos­
sibleCabinet appointeeunder
the NewYork realestate mogul,
saidthey had a"verynice"con­
versation aboutseveral topics.
"It wasaprivatemeeting,"

Haley saidMondayat apress
conference.
Haley held thepress conferenceat the State

House toannounce anew director ofthe state
Departmentof Revenue,but was questioned
aboutreports shecould benamed Trump's
secretary ofstate. Haley alsohas beenspec­
ulated tobeacandidate for secretary ofthe
Commerce Department.
"Iwas very happytobeinvited," Haley said.

"It wasagoodmeeting.We talkedabouta
multiplegroup of topics."

SEEHALEY,2A
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HALEY
Haley saidshehas been

intalks with the Trump
transition teamsince the
meetingand that shewill
continue tosupport the
president­elect.
"What wewant isavery

successful Trumptransi­
tion andadministration.
Thatonly helpsSouth
Carolina. Fromthat stand­
point, weshould allbe
praying for hissuccess."

Haley attributedher
nationalprofiletoS.C.
residents, especiallytheir
response totragedies and
natural disasters.
"It wasall aboutthe

team,"she said.

Haley wassharply crit­
icalof Trumpat times
duringthe GOP primary
campaign, but is oneof
several Trumpcritics
reportedly beingconsid­
eredfor jobsinthe presi­
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dent­elect'sadminis­
tration.
Haley saidMondayher

critiques ofTrump during
the campaignwere profes­
sional, not personal.She
added herrelationship
with Trump didnot need
mending duringlast
week's meeting.
"Hewas afriend and

supporter beforeheran
for president,andwas
kind tomethen.Butwhen
I seesomething Iam un­
comfortablewith,Isay it.

... Whenwemet, it was
friends whohad known
each otherbefore."
Trump previously had

contributedto aHaley­
backedpoliticalcommit­
tee,and theRepublican's
2010 and 2015 campaigns
for governor.
Trump metwith former

GOP presidentialnominee
Mitt Romneyover the
weekend, anotherfre­
quentcritic whoalso is
consideredacandidatefor
secretary of state.

AlsoonMonday, U.S.
Rep. MarshaBlackburn,
R­Tennessee,indicated
Trump wasplanning to
name womentopromi­
nent positionsin hisad­
ministration.
The president­electmet

MondayinTrump Tower
with U.S. Rep.Tulsi Gab­
bard ofHawaii, apopulist
Democrat whobacked
BernieSanders inhis
primary challengeto Hill­
ary Clinton.
Trump also wastomeet

Haley

Trump

with Oklahoma Gov.Mary
Fallinand formerTexas
governor andGOP presi­
dential rival RickPerry.
Trump aide Kellyanne

Conway toldFoxNews
that Perryis apossible
contenderto leadthe
Defenseor Energy depart­
mentsand that Fallinis
being consideredtohead
the InteriorDepartment.

The Associated Press
contributedto thisreport.
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Secondboard
member quits
Recreation
Commission
BYCYNTHIA ROLDÁN

croldan@thestate.com

A secondboard memberof the embattled
RichlandCounty RecreationCommission has
resigned,bringing the numberof remaining
commissionerstofive.

Boardsecretary WestonFur­
gess Jr.turnedinaresignation
letterFriday announcinghe was
steppingdown,said DavidStrin­
ger,human resourcesdirector
forthe commission.
While thecommission didnot

immediately publicizeFurgess'
resignation, hisnameplate was
noticeably absentfromthe

board daisduringMonday's commissionmeet­
ing.
Inthe letterdated Nov. 17andaddressed to

Gov.NikkiHaley, Furgesssaidhe hopes his
decisiontoresign willhelp "lift thecloud

hangingover the agencyand that they willbe
abletomoveforward inprayer."
"Mytenure with the agencywas uplifting

andagreatopportunityto servethe citizensof
RichlandCounty,"Furgess saidinthe letter.
Furgessis the secondboard membertoquit

inrecentweekssince Haley moved tofirethe
commission's seven­memberboard. Members
ofthe board canappeal Haley'sdecisionto

SEERECREATION, 2A

MOREINSIDE

Clemson QBDeshaun Watson willtry to competehis hat trickofvictories against three
USC head coaches: Spurrier,Elliott andMuschamp,1B

ONLINE

THESTATE.COM:Videoof the tigerburn

FROM PAGE1A

RECREATION
removethem onNov. 30,
thoughatimeor placehas
not beenset.
Haley acted at theurg­

ingof legislators after
monthsof lawsuitsalleg­
ingsexualharassment by
Recreation Commission
director JamesBrown III,
who retiredlast month
after hewas indictedfor
misconductinoffice.
CommissionerWilbert

Lewis was thefirstboard
member toresign, onNov.
15. Lewis was notoneof
the fiveboard members
that someof statelegisla­

tors accusedof allowing
unwarranted pay raises
and widespreadnepotism
at the commission.
CommissionerThomas

Clark also wasnot asked
toquit. Both heand Lewis
had beenmore criticalof
Brown.
Furgess wasamong the

fiveboard members that
10 statelegislators of the
Richland Countydele­
gation wanted toseego.
The otherfourinclude
board chair J.Marie
Green,vicechair Barbara
Mickens, GeorgeMartin

Jr. andJoseph Weeks.
Green saidinOctober

she wouldnot seekreap­
pointment andstepdown
when herterm ends in
February.Furgess' ap­
pointment wasset toex­
pireonFeb. 27,2020. He
had servedsince Feb.27,
2010.
The remainingcommis­

sioners declinedtocom­
ment onhis resignationon
Monday.

CynthiaRoldán:
803­771­8311
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MATTWALSH/MWALSH@THESTATE.COM

University of South Carolinafans burnatiger sculptureforthe 2016 Tiger Burn onMonday beforethe rivalry game between USC andClemson.
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TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

Thetraditional burningofthe tiger sculpturewas held at
the Greene Street IntramuralFields inadvanceof the
Carolina­Clemson footballgame.Thehistory andtradition
of Tiger Burn datesback to1902.This year's tigerwas built
by thestudentgroupAmerican Society ofMechanical
Engineers.

Furgess
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Appointed
superintendent
As the state's chief exec­

utive, the governor should
have a lot more to say about
the direction of public educa­
tion, as one of the state's
preeminent responsibilities,
The best way to accomplish
that would be to give the gov­
ernor authority to appoint the
state superintendent of educa­
tion....

Both Gov. Nikki Haley and
state Superintendent Molly
Spearman are endorsing the
change, and are urging the
Legislature to put the question
to a vote in the next general
election.
In a letter to lawmakers this

week, they point out that
South Carolina is one of only
13 states where the superin­
tendent is an elected official,
"wholly separate from the
administration of the gover­
nor."
The result?

"Instead of moving the
state forward with a common

vision for education priorities,
this divided leadership struc­
ture can result in incompat­
ible positions, a lack of coor­
dination and fragmented
accountability for failures in
our pre­K­12 education sys­
tem."

And there is an unfortunate

record of failure in public
education in South Carolina,
which typically ranks among
the bottom tier of states in

many measures of student
achievement.

­ Post & Courier
Charleston

44
SOUTH CAROLINA IS
ONE OF ONLY 13
STATES WHERE THE
SUPERINTENDENT IS
AN ELECTED
OFFICIAL, 'WHOLLY
SEPARATE FROM THE
ADMINISTRATION OF
the governor:
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