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McMaster predicts
smooth hand-over
from Gov. Haley

BY SUSANNE M. SCHAFER
Associated Press

COLUMBIA — As he pre-
pares to take over South Caro-
lina’s top job, Lt. Gov. Henry
McMaster said Friday there is
“much work to be done” on the
state’s crumbling roads, strug-
gling schools and challenged
water supplies, but he shied
away from offering any con-
crete solutions.

“We will make progress,
great progress,” McMaster
predicted in his first public
comments since Gov. Nikki
Haley was tapped last week to
become President-elect Donald
Trump’s U.N. ambassador. She
must be confirmed to the post
by the U.S. Senate.

McMaster will assume the
governor’s role upon Haley’s
formal resignation. He would
serve out the remaining two
years of Haley’s current term
in office.

The lieutenant governor said
he and Gov. Haley have staff
members meeting in order to
plan for the change.

“When she becomes Ambas-
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sador Haley, we will have a very
smooth transition,” he said.
He declined to answer queries
about whom he would like to
see serve as his lieutenant gov-
ernor, and avoided answering
a question about whether he’d
support an increase in the gas
tax to help rebuild the state’s
roads.

“I think everyone recognizes
that our infrastructure, in
terms of roads, bridges, high-
ways, are critical to our future,
as well as our schools, educa-
tion, clean water and strong
people,” McMaster said. “We
have much work to be done.”

He spoke after standing in for
Haley at the governor’s annual
session with top U.S. military
commanders in the state spon-
sored by her Military Base Task
Force. The group was founded
to help stave off Pentagon base-
closure moves to shed unneed-
ed infrastructure as the size of
the uniformed military forces

was slashed in the post-Cold
War era.

Most of the seven military
commanders who spoke asked
McMaster for help in getting
Congress to reject new Penta-
gon budget cuts, known by the
term “sequestration.” Many
South Carolina Republican
members of Congress have
backed the automatic, across-
the-board cuts as a means of
controlling government spend-
ing.

Several of the military com-
manders also said their service
members are looking for im-
provements in local schools at-
tended by their children.

Although not outright criti-
cal of local schools, several
officers pointed out that their
service families rely on local
education because they can’taf-
ford private schools. The state’s
Supreme Court has ruled that
South Carolina has denied edu-
cational opportunities to poor
rural schools and has ordered
lawmakers to fix the system.

Fort Jackson commander
Maj. Gen. Pete Johnson noted

that two-thirds of his military
families don’tlive on his instal-
lation, and all service members’
middle and high school age
children attend local schools.

“Education remains one of
the most important factors”
for military families as they
ponder their constant moves
about the country, he said. Mili-
tary children must transfer six
to a dozen times during their
early school years, the two-star
general said.

Shaw Air Force Base com-
mander Col. Daniel Lasica
pointed out that many of his
installation’s families have
chosen to live an hour away in
Columbia instead of near the
installation so they could have
more school choices. Private
schools are too expensive for
many military families, he said.

They officers represented
the Army, Marine Corps, Air
Force, Navy and Coast Guard
and the South Carolina Na-
tional Guard.
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Lt. Gov. Henry McMaster will take over from South
Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley if Haley is approved as U.N
ambassador under President-elect Donald Trump.
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S.C. roads
chairman said
McMaster
could be an
‘infrastructure
governor’

m Whether presumptive Gov.
Henry McMaster will support an
increase to the state’s gas tax to
pay for road repairs is
unknown.

BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com

The head of the S.C. Depart-
ment of Transportation Com-
mission said Thursday he is
eager to learn Lt. Gov. Henry
McMaster’s position on higher
spending on the state’s roads
and bridges.

Whether McMaster will sup-
port an increase to the state’s
gas tax to pay to repair the
state’s crumbling roads and

bridges is un-
known.
McMaster is set
to become gover-
nor if Gov. Nikki
Haley is con-
firmed by the U.S.
Senate to become
U.S. ambassador
to the United
Nations. Since Haley’s nomi-

McMaster
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nation by President-elect Don-
ald Trump was announced last
week, McMaster has been quiet
- not responding to media in-
quiries

But McMaster could take the
lead on addressing the state’s
crumbling roads and bridges,
Transportation commission
chairman Mike Wooten said
Thursday. “He has a great op-
portunity to be an ‘infrastruc-
ture governor,’ and we haven’t
had one in a long time.”

After winning a second term,
Gov. Haley endorsed a gas-tax
increase but only if it were tied

to a much larger income-tax cut.

Critics said Haley’s plan would
have slashed spending on other
state services, including educa-
tion and law enforcement.

Earlier this year, Haley signed
aroad-spending plan that did
not include an increase to the
gas tax. However, Haley said
that stop-gap plan was “not of
the magnitude or sustainability”
needed to address the state’s
highway needs. She added find-
ing a long-term solution would
be the state’s No. 1 priority
when lawmakers returned to
Columbia in January for the
2017 legislative session.

“The governor, in a leadership
role, can do great things,” Woo-
ten said. “I'm hoping that Gov.
McMaster, when he is governor,
will do that.”

Cassie Cope: 803-771-8657,
@cassielcope
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OUR VIEW

Haley should

take a study
break

By The Herald Editorial Board

President-elect Donald Trump reportedly has refused
offers from the White House of daily classified in-
telligence briefings. We hope Gov. Nikki Haley is savvy
enough to accept any help she can get in preparing for
the challenging post of United Nations ambassador.

The Washington Post reports that a team of intelli-
gence analysts has been prepared to deliver daily brief-
ings on global issues and security threats to Trump
during the two weeks since he won. So far, however, he
has attended only two briefings.

By contrast, Vice President-elect Mike Pence has
arranged to attend nearly all of his briefings.

We are not certain what type of briefings might be
offered to Haley, who has been tapped by Trump to
serve as U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, but
she should take advantage of them and other advice
she might receive from seasoned foreign policy profes-
sionals. She has a chance now to ease off some of her
daily official duties as governor to make time to study
up for her new job.

One big question facing
the governor is how she will
square various public opin-
ions she has expressed with
differing stances expressed
by Trump on the campaign
trail. The two notably di-
verge on the issue of im-
migration and Muslim im-
migrants in particular.

In once such instance, the
Indian-American governor
was chosen to deliver the
GOP response to this year’s
State of the Union speech
and used the occasion to
take a swipe at Trump.

“Today, we live in a time

62033-12-04_26001.pdf

of threats like few others in recent memory. During
anxious times, it can be tempting to follow the siren
call of the angriest voices,” she said. “We must resist
that temptation. No one who is willing to work hard,
abide by our laws, and love our traditions should ever
feel unwelcome in this country.”

She also vociferously slammed Trump’s proposal to
ban all Muslims from entering the U.S.: “It’s just an
embarrassment to the Republican Party,” Haley said
during a news conference at the Governor’s Mansion.
“It’s absolutely un-American. It’s unconstitutional. It
defies everything this country was based on, and it’s
just wrong.”

Like many other Republicans, Haley, who originally
supported Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida in the Repub-
lican primary, has had to back away from many of the
critical statements she made about Trump during the
primary. In accepting the ambassador’s job, she appar-
ently has made peace with Trump and his contrasting
beliefs.

But as America’s representative to the UN, she is
likely to confront any number of sensitive situations
involving relations with nations that have large Muslim
populations. Her own background as a daughter of
Indian immigrants could be a plus in dealing with the
racial and ethnic diversity of fellow ambassadors and
others at the UN.

But she would be at a severe disadvantage if she is
forced to adopt and reflect Trump’s views on Muslims
and on what he perceives as the disadvantages of ad-
mitting immigrants from many nations to the U.S. In
short, we wonder whether she will be given the latitude
to approach the job based on her own professed beliefs
or whether she will merely be expected to serve as a
mouthpiece at the UN for the Trump administration.

We hope it will be the former and that she will use
this time to expand her knowledge of world affairs
before she assumes her new duties.
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The Trenton Chapter, Na-
tional Society Daughters of
the American Revolution

will hold a wreath placement
and proclamation reading

sent to the chapter from Gowv.
Nikki Haley on Wednesday at
10 a.m. at the Aiken Veterans/
Memorial Park on Richland
Avenue. This commemorative
event is in remembrance of
those who perished at Pearl
Harbor on this date 75 years
ago and to honor those few
who still remain. “Lest We
Forget.” The public is cor-
dially invited to attend. For
more information, call 803-
641-7073.
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Trump faces pushback from allies over Romney

BY JONATHAN LEMIRE
Associated Press

NEW YORK — As President-
elect Donald Trump stood on-
stage during the debut night of
his “thank you” tour and teased
that he was aboutto announcea
surprise Cabinet pick, some in
the Ohio crowd bellowed: “No
Romney! No Romney!”

Trump’s administration selec-
tions have largely been cheered
by close allies and supporters.
Manyhave deep ties to Washing-
ton and Wall Street that would
seem contradictory to the popu-
list, outsider campaign Trump
ran with a promise to “drain
the swamp” of corruption and
elitism in government.

But the possible selection
of Romney, who has been on
Trump’s shortlist for secre-
tary of state despite being a
forceful critic throughout the
campaign, has been met with
trepidation from many of the
working-class voters that pro-
pelled the Republican to his
astonishing victory.

Kim Doss loudly cheered
Trumpatthe Cincinnatirallybut
willnotforgive Romney, the 2012
Republican nominee, for the
“witch hunt” he held “to make
sure Trump wasn’t the nominee.”

“I'think he went out of his way
to make that happen, which
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totally backfired on him,” said
Doss, a46-year-old accountant
from Hebron, Kentucky. “He
obviously said some really ugly
things about (Trump).”

Some of Trump’s most prom-
inent allies, including his cam-
paign manager, have taken the
unprecedented step of using
national television interviews to
bash Romney. And nearly a doz-
en Trump backers who attended
the Ohio victorylap vehemently
denounced Romney as a choice
to be the nation’s top diplomat.

Then there’s the Russia twist:
Russian politiciansare concerned
about reports that Trump would
even consider Romney as secre-
tary of state because of Romney’s
harsh stance on Russia. Trump
has said he wouldlike to improve
U.S.-Russian relations.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin said in an interview with
the NTV channel that Trump’s
business accomplishments
show him to be a “smart man.”

Headded that “ifheisa smart
man, that means that he will
fairly soon become aware of a
different level of responsibility.
We expect that he act with these
considerations in mind.”

Rally-goer Josh Kanowitz said
he was willing to give Trump the

benefit of the doubt for some of
his establishment-friendly picks
— including former Goldman
Sachs partner Steve Mnuchin
for Treasury secretary — but he

visibly recoiled at the suggestion
that Romney would bea team-of-
rivalsstyle selection from Trump.
Romney, the GOP’s 2012
president nominee, eviscerated
Trump in a March speech, de-
livering broadsides against the
New York businessman who he
deemed “aconman”and “afake.”
“His domestic policies would
lead to recession,” said Romney.
“Hisforeign policies would make
America and the world less safe.
He hasneither the temperament
nor the judgment to be president
and his personal qualities would
mean that Americawould cease
to be a shining city ona hill.”

Unlike many establishment
Republicans, Romney never wa-
vered in his opposition to Trump
during the campaign and did
not reveal whether he voted for
him. Despite that, Trump, who
deeply prizes loyalty and rarely
forgives foes, summoned him
to his New Jersey golf club last
month to interview for secre-
tary of State. After the meeting,
Trump was said to be taken

by the way Romney “looks the
part” of a globe-trotting diplo-
mat, according to people close
to the transition process.

In nominating Romney, Trump
would be signaling his willing-
ness to heal campaign wounds
and reach out to traditional
Republicans who were deeply
skeptical of his experience and
temperament. The president-
elect has added at least one other

former critic to his team: South
Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley, who
attacked the businessman for
being slow to denounce support
from white supremacists, was
Trump’s pick to be ambassador
to the United Nations.

Trump’s team last week named
four contenders for secretary of
State, including Romney. The
other three are former New York
City Mayor Rudy Giuliani, Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Chairman
Bob Corker and former CIA
director David Petraeus. But on
Sunday, the Trump camp said
the president-elect had expanded
the pool of potential candidates.
Vice President-elect Mike Pence
on ABC’s “T'his Week” added a
freshreference toformer U.S. Am-
bassador to the United Nations
“John Bolton or others who may
beaddedtothelist” of candidates.
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President-elect Donald Trump gestures toward reporters as he arrives for a party at the
home of Robert Mercer, one of his biggest campaign donors, Saturday.
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McMaster moves toward governor’s mansion

Security detail is set

up at his residence

BRISTOW MARCHANT
THE STATE

COLUMBIA - Henry
McMaster has not yet made any
public comment on his move
into the Governor’s Mansion,
but part of the mansion already
has come to him.

The lieutenant governor’s
private residence now has a se-
curity detail from the state Bu-
reau of Protective Services, the
agency that normally provides
security for the governor.

An emergency communica-
tions trailer has been set up in
the median of Columbia’s Sen-

ate Street, outside McMaster’s
home. A Protective Services car
could be seen parked nearby.

McMaster will assume the
state’s highest office if Gov.
Nikki Haley is confirmed as the
new U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations, following her
nomination by President-elect
Donald Trump.

McMaster and Haley met
last week to plan the transition
between their two offices, ac-
cording to a news release Tues-
day from the lieutenant gover-
nor’s office.

McMaster also has named
two Columbia-area business-
men, Ed McMullen and Bill
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Stern, to lead his transition.
McMullen is a former exec-
utive at the conservative Heri-

tage Foundation and the S.C.
Policy Council who recently
chaired Trump’s S.C. presiden-
tial campaign. Bill Stern, a de-
veloper, is chairman emeritus
and a current board member of
the state Ports Authority.

While the transition could be
months away, the state’s securi-
ty agencies already are treating
South Carolina’s second-in-
command as an incoming chief
executive.

“This would be the same pro-
tocol that we use for the gover-
nor-elect during the transition
following an election,” said
Sherri Iacobelli, communica-
tions director for the state De-
partment of Public Safety,
which includes the Bureau of
Protective Services.

Protective Services will pro-
vide security for the next gover-
nor’s home before McMaster
moves into the Governor’s Man-
sion. McMaster also has been
provided with a State Law En-
forcement Division-led securi-
ty detail, which also includes of-
ficers from Public Safety and

the Department of Natural Re-
sources, for his personal securi-

ty.

There are other signs
McMaster is moving into the
governor’s role.

McMaster will fill in for Ha-
ley as the chair of Friday’s
meeting of the S.C. Military
Base Task Force, which brings
together the governor with the
commanding officers of the
state’s military bases.

Public Safety officials did
not provide a cost associated
with the extra security Tuesday,
although Iacobelli said it was
“within the normal scope of our
duties and would be done with
any transfer of power.”

“The cost would be absorbed
into our day-to-day budget and
operating expenses,” she said.

SLED spokesman Thom Ber-
ry declined to cite a cost differ-
ence between the protection
McMaster would receive as an
incoming governor and the se-
curity service he already re-
ceives as lieutenant governor.
He cited the agency’s policy of
not disclosing any specifics per-
taining to security operations.
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DOT chief hopes for
aid with roads, bridges

McMaster
remains quiet

on future plans

CASSIE COPE
THE STATE

The head of the state
Department of Trans-
portation Commission
said last week he is ea-
ger to learn Lt. Gov.
Henry McMaster’s po-
sition on higher spend-
ing on the state’s roads
and bridges.

Whether McMaster
will support an in-
creasetothe state’s gas
tax to pay to repair the
state’s crumbling
roads and bridges is
unknown.

McMaster is set to
become governor if
Gov. Nikki Haley is
confirmed by the U.S.
Senate to become U.S.
ambassador to the

United Nations. Since
Haley’s nomination by
President-elect Donald
Trump was announced
last week, McMaster

Lt. Gov. Henry McMaster

has been quiet - not re-
sponding to media in-

quiries

But McMaster could
take the lead on ad-
dressing the state’s
crumbling roads and
bridges, Transporta-

tion commission chair-
man Mike Wooten said
Thursday. “He has a
great opportunity to be
an ‘infrastructure gov-
ernor,” and we haven’t
had one in along time.”
After winning a sec-
ond term, Gov. Haley
endorsed a gas-tax in-
crease but only if it
were tied to a much
larger income-tax cut.
Critics said Haley’s
plan would have
slashed spending on
other state services,
including  education
and law enforcement.

INDEPENDENT MAIL FILE PHOTO

Earlier this vyear,
Haley signed a road-

spending plan that did
not include an increase
to the gas tax. Howev-
er, Haley said that stop-
gap plan was “not of the
magnitude or
sustainability” needed
to address the state’s
highway needs. She
added finding a long-
term solution would be
the state’s No. 1 priori-

ty when lawmakers re-
turned to Columbia in
January for the 2017
legislative session.

“The governor, in a
leadership role, can do
great things,” Wooten
said. “I’m hoping that
Gov. McMaster, when
he is governor, will do
that.”
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B WHAT OTHERS SAY
Haley needs to prepare

for possible new post

The following is the opinion of the newspaper represented and
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Index-Journal.

On Nov. 22, Gov. Nikki Haley asked us all to pray
for South Carolina, which has faced and continues to
face significant challenges. Today, we all need to pray
for Gov. Haley, as she prepares for a very different and
very difficult challenge.

There’s a lot of distance between Thanksgiving and
Ambassador Haley. And theres no guarantee that
the Senate, even a Republican Senate, will confirm
someone with no foreign policy experience, much less
diplomatic experience, as ambassador to the United
Nations.

Although it isn’t our most important foreign policy
position, it is extremely important. And frankly, it’s
a stretch. For all that President-elect Donald Trump
and the governor’s supporters say about her deal-
making prowess, we've only seen that on display in
deals between corporations that wanted to locate in
our state and a state that wanted those corporations to
locate here.

The challenge she has met, in other words, was
coming up with a deal between two parties that want-
ed to make a deal. That’s very different than the chal-
lenges facing a UN ambassador. We certainly hope
that her talents can translate to this new role, but we
simply don’t know because she is untested.

Gov. Haley said Wednesday that she had not antici-
pated leaving her current job before it's completed.
But she noted that, “When the President believes you
have a major contribution to make to the welfare of
our nation, and to our nations standing in the world,
that is a calling that is important to heed””

She’s absolutely right about that. While there are
some positions that a sitting governor probably
should reject — positions that are more about allow-
ing a loyal supporter to cash in than about serving
the nation — this isn’t one of them. Anyone has an
obligation to seriously consider a president’s request

ounty: Greenwood
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to serve in an important position, regardless of who
the president is or how committed that person might
be to her current position.

The governor also said she would remain our gov-
ernor until her confirmation, in part because “We
still have much to do in South Carolina, and my com-
mitment to the people of our state will always remain
unbreakable”

That is honorable. But while we would not ask her
to resign yet, we would urge her to informally turn
many of her responsibilities over to Lt. Gov. Henry
McMaster, sooner rather than later.

We are accustomed to UN ambassadors who have
extensive foreign policy experience, and usually diplo-
matic experience as well. In the absence of either, Gov.
Haley owes it to our nation to spend the time between
now and her confirmation doing everything she can
to make up for that lack of experience — meeting not
just with handlers trained to guide her through the
confirmation process but also with experts who can
help bring her up to speed on all the issues that need
to be mastered by the UN ambassador of the most
important country in the world.

The Senate, too, owes it to our nation to make sure
that Gov. Haley is prepared — that she has the appro-
priate temperament, judgment and knowledge base
to serve in this position. Confirmation hearings for
someone with her experience should not be particu-
larly easy — and that is why she needs the next two
months to prepare for them.

Gov. Haley is a bright and talented politician, and
we hope that she will be able to scale the extremely
steep learning curve that lies ahead. Assuming she is
able to make the Senate comfortable with her ability
to serve our nation in this very different sort of job,
we wish her all the best in her new position.

— Nov. 25, The State
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Transition from
Haley expected
to be smooth

SUSANNE M. SCHAFER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

COLUMBIA - As he
prepares to take over
South Carolina’s top job,
Lt. Gov. Henry McMas-
ter said Friday there is
“much work to be done”
on the state’s crumbling
roads, struggling
schools and challenged
water supplies, but he
shied away from offer-
ing any concrete solu-
tions.

“We will make pro-
gress, great progress,”
McMaster predicted in
his first public com-
ments since Gov. Nikki
Haley was tapped last
week to become Presi-
dent-elect Donald
Trump’s U.N. ambassa-
dor. She must be con-
firmed to the post by the
U.S. Senate.

McMaster will as-
sume the governor’srole
upon Haley’s formal res-
ignation. He would
serve out the remaining
two years of Haley’s cur-
rent term in office.

The lieutenant gover-
nor said he and Gov. Ha-
ley have staff members
meeting in order to plan
for the change.

“When she becomes
Ambassador Haley, we
will have a very smooth
transition,” he said. He
declined to answer que-
ries about whom he
would like to see serve
as his lieutenant gover-
nor and avoided answer-
ing a question about
whether he’d support an

increase in the gas tax to
help rebuild roads.

He spoke after stand-
ing in for Haley at the
governor’s annual ses-
sion with top U.S. mili-
tary commanders in the
state sponsored by her
Military Base Task
Force. The group was
founded to help stave off
Pentagon base-closure
moves to shed unneeded
infrastructure as the
size of the uniformed
military forces was
slashed in the post-Cold
War era.

Most of the seven mil-
itary commanders who
spoke asked McMaster
for help in getting Con-

gress to reject new Pen-
tagon budget cuts,
known by the term “se-
questration.” Many
South Carolina Republi-
can members of Con-
gress have backed the
automatic, across-the-
board cuts as a means of
controlling government
spending.

Several of the mili-
tary commanders also
said their service mem-
bers are looking for im-
provements in local

schools attended by
their children.
Although not outright

critical of local schools,
several officers pointed
out that their service
families rely on local
education because they
can’t afford private

schools. The state’s Su-
preme Court has ruled
South Carolina has de-
nied educational oppor-
tunities to poor schools
and ordered lawmakers
to fix the system.

Fort Jackson com-
mander Maj. Gen. Pete
Johnson noted that two-
thirds of his military
families don’t live on his
installation, and all ser-
vice members’ middle

and high school age chil-
dren attend local
schools.

“Education remains
one of the most impor-
tant factors” for mili-
tary families as they
ponder their constant
moves about the coun-
try, he said. Military
children must transfer
six to a dozen times dur-
ing their early school
years, the two-star gen-
eral said.

Shaw Air Force Base
commander Col. Daniel
Lasica pointed out that
many of his installation’s
families have chosen to
live an hour away in Co-
lumbia instead of near
the installation so they
could have more school
choices. Private schools
are too expensive for
many military families,
he said.

The officers repre-
sented the Army, Marine
Corps, Air Force, Navy
and Coast Guard and the
South Carolina National
Guard.
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Sen. Bryant looking at
lieutenant governor

KIRK BROWN
KIRK.BROWN
@INDEPENDENTMAIL.COM

State Sen. Kevin Bry-
ant is maneuvering to be-
come South Carolina’s
next lieutenant governor.

“I would be honored to
serve the people of South
Carolina in such a capac-
ity,” Bryant said in a text
message Friday morning.
“'m humbled to have
heard from several mem-
bers of the South Carolina
Senate with positive sup-
port.”

Bryant is a Republican
from Anderson who won a

A

FILE PHOTO
Sen. Kevin Bryant is
considering taking on the
lieutenant governor position
should Gov. Nikki Haley join
the Trump admin.

position.

Bryant said the lieu-
tenant governor’s job ap-
peals to him because he
would not be required to
spend additional time in
Columbia. Bryant also
said he is familiar with the
issues facing the state’s
elderly residents because
he serves seniors every
day at his family-owned
pharmacy in Anderson.
He declined to discuss
how becoming lieutenant
governor would affect his
future political aspira-
tions.

Bryant’s bid could cre-
ate a series of political

fourth Senate term this dominoes in Anderson
year. tempore since 2014, is- County.

The lieutenant gover- sued a statement earlier If Bryant becomes
nor’s seat could become this week saying that he lieutenant governor, a

vacant early next year, as
President-elect Donald
Trump is expected to
nominate South Carolina
Gov. Nikki Haley to be-
come the U.S. ambassa-
dor to the United Nations.
If she is confirmed by the
U.S. Senate, Lt. Gov. Hen-
ry McMaster would be-
come the state’s governor.

Under existing rules,
the Senate president pro
tempore would then fill
the lieutenant governor’s
seat. The state’s lieuten-
ant governor, a part-time
position, presides over
the state Senate and
serves as the head of the
South Carolina Office on
Aging.

Sen. Hugh Leather-
man, a Republican from
Florence who has served
as Senate president pro

has no interest in becom-
ing lieutenant governor.

Bryant said Friday that
he has spoken to Leather-
man and McMaster about
the process that could re-
sult in him becoming lieu-
tenant governor until the
next statewide election in
2018. Leatherman and
McMaster could not be
reached for comment Fri-
day.

According to Bryant,
Leatherman would resign
his leadership post when
McMaster becomes gov-
ernor. Bryant would then
seek to replace him as
president pro tempore.
Once elected by senators
to that position, Bryant
would immediately be-
come lieutenant governor
and Leatherman would
return to his leadership

special election would be
held to fill his Senate seat.

State Rep. Anne
Thayer, a Republican
from Anderson who won a
fourth term last month,
said Friday that she would
be interested in running
for Bryant’s Senate seat.
Former Pendleton Mayor
Carol Burdette, who nar-
rowly lost to Bryant in the
June Republican primary,
said she also would con-
sider running for the seat
again.

Another special elec-
tion would be needed to
fill Thayer’s seat in the
South Carolina House of
Representatives if she be-
comes a senator.

Follow Kirk Brown on
Twitter @Kirk-
Brown_AIM.
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