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Female Pelvic

Medicine &
Reconstructive Surgery
leffrey B. Garris, MD

Thomas L. Wheeler Il, MD
Karen M. Stewart, MSPAS PA-C

Gynecology

Denise A. Broderick, MD
William A. Coleman, MD
Bruce H. Drukker, MD
Kimberly S. Holloway, MD
). Gregory Johnson, MD
Sabine A. Kelischek, MD
Benjie B. Mills, MD

Cecil L. Quattlebaum, MD
Laura T.H. Wang, MD
Andrea A. Alexander, WHCNP

Maternal-Fetal
Medicine

Shelley J. Chapman, MD
John V. Dacus, MD

Eric H. Dellinger, MD
Thompson A. Gailey, Jr., MD
Sharon D. Keiser, MD

Bill C. Mabie, MD

Francis S. Nuthalapaty, MD
Amy H. Picklesimer, MD
Kenneth F. Trofatter, Jr,, MD, PhD
Adam B. Tyson, MD

Reproductive
Endocrinology &
Infertility

William R. Boone, PhD
David A. Forstein, DO

H. Lee Higdon Ifl, PhD
Bruce A. Lessey, MD, PhD
Creighton E. Likes Iil, MD
Paul B. Miller, MD

Christine W. Nix
Diractor of Operations
(864) 455-6444
cnix@ghs.org

890 W. Faris Road
Suite 470
Greenville, SC 29605

890 W. Faris Road
Suite 510
Greenville, SC 29605

101 Halton Village Circle
Greenville, SC 29607

333 5. Pine Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302

2000 E. Greenville Street
Suite 4600
Anderson, SC 29621

UNIVERSITY MEDICAL GROUP

Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology

Donald W. Wiper Ill, MD
Medical Director/Chairman

September 14, 2011

RECEIVE[)

Anthony E. Keck

Director . SEP 1 9 2011
South Carolina Department of Health and Human Services

Medical Services %ﬂ.ﬁﬂ.ﬁ:&sﬁzﬁgg
P. O. Box 8206 OF THE DIRECTOR

Columbia, SC 29202-8206

Re: Public Notice 11-016
‘Department of Health and Human Services

Dear Director Keck;

While the details pertaining to the proposed update of the Medicaid State Plan to
allow enrollment and reimbursement to Freestanding Birthing Centers are not clear
to me at this point, I would ask that SCDHHS remain totally committed to quality
and safety issues related to the care of pregnant women. I am aware of several
recent incidents in which lay midwives in our area have provided substandard care
in such facilities. I have also received reports that some of the lay midwives are not
following DHEC regulations.

My OB/GYN Department remains committed to certified nurse midwives and the
Birthing Center concept but only with the support and supervision of physicians and
institutions which have the necessary training, expertise, and location to insure
quality and safety for pregnant women, their unbom children and subsequent
newborns.

As any policy pertaining to pregnant women is updated, I ask that careful attention
be paid to the quality and safety needs of the pregnant woman and her newborn and
that the Perinatal Care Guidelines of the American Congress of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists and the American Academy of Pediatrics be followed.

890 W. Faris Road e Suite 470 ¢ Greenville, SC 29605
(864) 455-1600  (864) 455-3095 Fax
www.ghs.org/womenshealth



I and my Maternal-Fetal Medicine Faculty are committed to the care of pregnant
women. We would welcome any opportunity to work with SC DHHS in the
perinatal arena.

I look forward to meeting you and to your visit here later this year.

Sincerely,

D

Donald W. Wiper
Medical Director/¢Zhairman

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology

University Medical Group

Greenville Hospital System University Medical Center
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fay 133

&g\_g@m : . Anthony E. Keck, Director
M Immnn—a @ T_S an mmw‘(gﬂmm Nikki R. Haley, Governor

October 5, 2011

Donald W. Wiper, lll, MD

Medical Director/Chairman

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
890 West Faris Road, Suite 470
Greenville, South Carolina 29605

Dear Dr. Wiper:

Thank you for your lefter regarding coverage of Freestanding Birthing Centers and the quality of the
services that are delivered in these facilites. We welcome the opportunity to be of assistance and
appreciate your concems.

As you may be aware, the coverage of Freestanding Birthing Centers and Licensed Midwives are
protected by state regulations. The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control
{SCDHEC) has the statutory responsibility of licensing both the birthing center and the licensed midwife.
The regulations can be found in South Carolina State Register Volume 17, Issue 7, Chapter 61. As a
result of the Affordable Care Act, States have been given the option of covering these services, however
because of our States regulation, this service has already been covered for many years. Our recent

Public Nofice brings our policy in line with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
updates.

In an effort to ensure that recipients who receive services in this setting are being monitored
appropriately, the South Carolina Department of Health and Human Services (SCDHHS) requires all
providers (licensed midwives and certified nurse midwives) to work closely with a physician. The
physician must assess the patient medical status at least twice during a pregnancy, write appropriate
prescriptions for any medications that the midwife may administer at the time of delivery, and to evaluate
and treat the patient in the event of a complication. Essentially, it is the agencies position that this service
is utilized only in those situations that a physician has deemed appropriate.

Thank you for bringing your concerns to our attention and for your continued participation in the South
Carolina Healthy Connections Medicaid program. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact
your Program Manager in the Office of Physicians, Pharmacy, and Enhanced Care Services at (803) 898-

2660.
Sincerely,
gm_msammw._ Giese, RN
Deputy Director

MG/wr

cc: Gwendolyn Thompson, Director SCDHEC

Medical and Managed Care Services
P. O. Box 8206 Colurnbia South Carolina 29202-8206
(803) 898-0178 Fax (803) 255-8235
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