
Schoolaccountability
Lawmakersliketodebate

whetherpublicschoolsneed
moremoney.Sometalkabout
how"throwingmoneyat
problems"won'tfixthem.
Othersacknowledgethat
payingstaff,providingfacil­
itiesandofferingeducational
programsallcostmoney­
andevenmoremoneywhen
thosethingsareincreased.
Awell­informedgovernor

whohascloselyoverseenthe
superintendentandeducation
departmentandwhomight
concludethatadditionalstate
moneyneedstogotoschools
ismorelikelytostrikeachord
withthelegislatorswhoneed
toapprovethosefunds.
And,conversely,thegover­

norwouldbeinagoodposi­
tiontodetermineifrequests
formoremoneyarenotnec­
essary,orarenotbeingdirect­
edcorrectly.
Gov.NikkiHaleyandSu­

perintendentofEducation
MollySpearmancalledon

lawmakersinNovemberto
supportupcomingbillsthat
wouldmakethetopeducation
jobpartofthegovernor's
Cabinet.ThejobisaCabinet
positioninallbut13states.
"Insteadofmovingthe

stateforwardwithacommon
visionforeducationpriorities,
thisdividedleadershipstruc­
turecanresultinincompat­
iblepositions,alackofcoor­
dinationandfragmented
accountabilityforfailuresin
ourPreK­12educationsys­
tem,"Mrs.Haleytoldthem.…
InitsAbbevilleopinion,the

SupremeCourtsaidthatedu­
cationwasoneofthemost
importantfunctionsofstate
government.
Puttingthesuperintendent

inthegovernor'scabinet
shouldallowthestate'sefforts
tobemoreefficient,more
coherentandmoreeffective
ineducatingchildren.It's
timetomakethechange.

–Post&Courier
Charleston
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Haley'sleadership
(Gov.Nikki)Haleyplayeda

keyroleinpressingforthe
removaloftheConfederate
battleflagshortlyafterthe
fatalshootingofnineChar­
lestonchurchparishionersby
awhitesupremacist.
Thegovernorwasreallyon

hergameduringHurricane
Matthew.Wewereextremely
impressedwithhowshebal­
ancedserenitywithserious­
nessincommunicatingthe
dangersoftheapproaching
storm.
Shedidn'ttellSouthCar­

oliniansnottobestupid.She
didn'tsaythisstormwillkill
you.Herpoiseunderpressure
exudedleadership,arefresh­
ingbreakfromthenormal
chestthumpingweseefrom
governorswhoresorttorheto­
ric.
Perhapsthesewerethe

qualitiesPresident­electDon­
aldTrumpsawinHaley….
True,we'vebuttedheadsat

timeswithGov.Haleyover
herconfrontationalandocca­

sionalsingle­mindednesson
publicpolicyissues.
Butnoleaderenjoysuni­

versaladulation,norshould
they.Partofbeingaleaderis
stickingclosetoone'sideals
andrespondingtocritics.
NobodycanaccuseHaley

ofwafflingorflip­flopping.
Weknewwhereshestood.
Herleadershipduringpoten­
tiallydarktimesshineda
brightlightonSouthCarolina,
andwe'venodoubtshe'll
representAmericaadmirably
intheU.N.

–AikenStandard

''HERLEADERSHIP
DURING
POTENTIALLYDARK
TIMESSHINEDA
BRIGHTLIGHTON
SOUTHCAROLINA.

SC0148 Island Packet
Page Number: 7Publication Date: 01/17/2017

Haley'sleadership

15.34 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Hilton Head Island, SC    Circulation: 20015

Page: 1

65024-01-17_7001.pdf

County: Beaufort



LEGISLATURE

Legislators
readyto
workwith
dealmaker
McMaster
BY AVERYG.WILKS

awilks@thestate.com
COLUMBIA

After14 years ofcombative
Govs.Mark Sanford andNikki
Haley,S.C. lawmakersare ready
for adeal­maker.
Theythinkthey haveonein

soon­to­be Gov.HenryMcMas­
ter, aRonaldReagan Repub­
lican,former U.S.attorneyand
stateattorneygeneral knownfor
using hisdeepSouthern drawl
tobuildaconsensus.
"He's pragmatic,"said state

Rep. GregDelleney, R­Chester.
"Hegets peopletogether to
reach compromises.He doesn't
diginto oneposition, andyou're
either with him or you'renot."
Publicly,S.C. lawmakersoffer

mostly guardedassessmentsof
Haley andtheir optimism about
McMaster, whowill ascend to
the governor'soffice once Haley
is confirmed asU.S. ambassador
tothe United Nations inafew
weeks.

Privately, however,someare
giddy totradein Haley­a
44­year­oldRepublican who
bashed lawmakersintheGOP­
controlledLegislature onFace­
book andintheir hometowns,
offered failing"grades"to those
who disagreedwith her andtold
areal estategroup to"take a
good shower"after visiting the

SEEMCMASTER,9A

MOREINSIDE

With2emptyHouse seats,alook atpast
resignationsin S.C. Legislature.3A

FROM PAGE1A

MCMASTER
StateHouse ­for McMas­
ter,aGOP governor they
thinkwill work with them.
AnS.C. Republican

Partymainstay over the
pastfourdecades, the
69­year­oldMcMasterhas
stayedsilent onthe top
issuesfacing SouthCar­
olinasince Haley'snomi­
nationasU.N. ambassa­
dor.He declined tocom­
ment for thisstory
throughaspokesman.
Butlawmakershope a

different approach inthe
governor'soffice proves to
bethe missingingredient
tofindingsolutions tothe
state's crumblingroads,
improvingthe education
ofrural S.C. studentsand
fixingthe state's under­
fundedpensionsystem.
Somesay they look

forwardtoworking with
McMaster, agovernor
with nofuture political
aspirationsor need to
appeaseoutsidegroups
that couldhelp him climb
the laddertohigher office.
"Youthinksometimes

the 40­year­oldgovernor
is abreathof freshair,"
saidstateSen.Brad Hutto,
D­Orangeburg."Having
somebody whoactually
hasseen government from
manydifferent aspects
andhas watchedover the
years,Ithinkhe's gotan
opportunity tobeagreat
governor."

LINES INTHE SAND
While somelawmakers

alreadyare draftingtheir
wishlists, most say they
havenot heardfrom the

lieutenantgovernor about
the issueshemightcham­
pion thisyear.
StateSen.Kevin Bryant,

R­Anderson, saidMcMas­
terindicated inarecent
conversationthat he
wantstotackle therough­
ly $20billionin unfunded
debtinthe statepension
system. Butthat talk was
voidof specifics,Bryant
said."That isdefinitely a
priorityof hisandthe
Legislature."
However, McMaster's

stance onaproposed gas
taxincrease torepair
SouthCarolina'scrum­
bling roadsis amystery.
StateRep. GarySimrill,a
YorkRepublican and
outspokenadvocate of a
gas taxhike,said heplans
tospeak with McMaster

soonaboutaroadsfix, but
hasn't yet.
Somelawmakerssay

they hope foragovernor
whowill not drawlinesin
the sand, asHaley did in
announcing shewould
vetoanygas taxincrease
that didnot come with a
much larger incometax
cut.
"When the governor

madethe remarksshe
madeacouple ofyears
ago intheState ofthe
State, it kindof tookthe
wind outof thesails of us
accomplishingwhat we
hopedtoaccomplish with
an infrastructurebill,"
saidstateSen.Thomas
McElveen, D­Sumter.
Democrats alsohope

McMaster, aformer legis­
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lative aide tothelate U.S.
Sen.StromThurmond,
will bemoreopen than
Haley tootherideas, such
asabondbill topay for
collegerepairs andbuild­
ings.
"Gov. Haleywas very

clearonwhat shewould
andwould not do,"said
stateRep. GildaCobb­
Hunter, D­Orangeburg."I
am hopefulthat Gov.
McMastermight notbe as
rigidinhis thoughts about
direction andwhat public
policy issuesweought to
deal with or notdeal
with."

'HECAN SITDOWN AND
TALK ABOUT ISSUES'
Lawmakerssay they

havereasonto hope.
McMasteris nolonger

the politicalnovice who
vowedtobreakup the
"goodol'boy"network in
hisunsuccessful 1990
campaignfor S.C. lieuten­
antgovernor.
A near­decaderunning

the stateGOP,eight years
asthe state's attorney
generaland twomoreas
itslieutenant governor
havemoldedthe Colum­
bianativeinto adeal­
maker, legislatorssay.
"Heunderstands the

nuances, heunderstands
the personalities,and he
hasrelationshipsthat I
thinkwill beimportant,"
saidstateSen.John Cour­
son, R­Richland.
McMasterhas been

approachableand agood
listener aspresident ofthe
Senateduring thepast two
years,legislators say.
Forexample,when Sen.

Huttoasked if hecould
bringaclass ofUSC stu­
dents tomeetthe new
lieutenant governor,
McMasteragreed.
McMasterset out milk

andcookies,and spoketo

the studentsabout his
politicalcareer­Presi­
dent RonaldReagan,who
named McMasteras the
U.S. attorneyfor South
Carolina,andOperation
Jackpot,the flamboyant
anti­drugcampaign
McMasteroversaw as the
state's topfederal prose­
cutor, resultinginmore
than100convictions.
"Hespent a tonof time

with thestudents, and
they really appreciatedit,"
Huttorecalled.
As evidence that

McMastercan collaborate,
lawmakerspointtohis
work in2013 co­chairing a
Haley­appointed ethics
task forcewith former
DemocraticAttorney
GeneralTravis Medlock.
"They allsat down and

they workedtogether,"
saidstateSen.Katrina
Shealy, R­Lexington."He
cansit downand talk
aboutissues.... He thinks
things throughbeforejust
sayingit. I don't thinkhe's
going toget onTwitter
andtweet at us,"asHaley
did.
One ofMcMaster's best

qualities,according to
formerS.C. Democratic
Partychair Dick Harpoot­
lian, isthat hecan "dis­
agree withoutbeing dis­
agreeable."
"In allmy dealingswith

him aschairman of the
party,wherewe were
publicly antagonistic, we
had agood timetraveling
aroundand playingoff
each other,"Harpootlian
said."Neverameanword,
neveranyfingerpointing.
He'sagoodguy."
Harpootlian predicted

McMasterwill spend more
time talkingshopwith
legislators,possiblyat the
Governor's Mansionor at
ballgames, rather than
givingthem report cards

or jabbingthem bybring­
ingpigsinto the State
House, as Sanforddid to
protestwhat hesaidwas
pork­barrelspending.
"He's awarrior,"Har­

pootliansaidof McMaster.
"Heknows howtomake a
point.He knowshow to
work ajury. Heknows
how topersuade people."

'HE'SGOING TO TRYTO
GOVERN'
McMasterhas long

wanted tobegovernor.
Thatcould becomeone

of hisgreatest strengths,
somelawmakers say.
A white­hairedgovernor

with nodesireto moveup
the politicalladder owes
nothingtooutsidegroups
who canhelp with that
climb, they say.
"Hedoesn't haveany

hidden agendasother than
what'sbest for thepeople
of SouthCarolina,"Rep.
Delleneysaid. "Youhave
Gov.Haley, whohasaspi­
rations for higheroffice.
Wehad Gov.Sanford,who
had thesamethings at the
time. But,with Henry,
we've gotsomeone who is
pragmatic,knows howto
get things done,andI
thinkwe'llget things done
with him."
Beinggovernor is

McMaster's endgame,
somesay.
"He's going totryto

govern,"Harpootlian said.
"There'snoother jobhe
can runfor or wouldrun
for. He'sgotthe job he's
always wanted."

Avery G.Wilks:
803­771­8362,
@averygwilks

''HE'S PRAGMATIC.
HEGETSPEOPLE

TOGETHERTO
REACH
COMPROMISES.HE
DOESN'TDIGINTO
ONEPOSITION,
ANDYOU'RE
EITHERWITHHIM
ORYOU'RENOT.
State Rep. Greg Delleney,
R­Chester

''HE'SGOINGTO
TRYTO GOVERN.
THERE'SNO
OTHERJOBHE
CANRUNFOROR
WOULDRUNFOR.
HE'SGOTTHEJOB
HE'SALWAYS
WANTED.

Dick Harpootlian, former
S.C. Democratic Party
chair

.......................................................

HenryMcMaster
A Age:69

A Education: University of

South Carolina,
bachelor's and law
degrees

A Family: Marriedto Peggy

McMaster,two children

POLITICAL HIGHLIGHTS

A 2014­present: S.C.

lieutenantgovernor
A 2010: Unsuccessfullyran

for S.C. governor
A 2003­2011: S.C. attorney

general
A1993­2002:Chairman of

S.C. Republican Party
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A1990:Unsuccessfully ran

for S.C. lieutenant
governor

A1986:Unsuccessfullyran

for theU.S. Senate

A1981­1985:U.S. attorney,

appointedby President
Ronald Reagan

A1973­1974: Legislative

aideto U.S. Sen.Strom
Thurmond

TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

Sen. JohnCourson, right,getsalaugh from Lt. Gov. Henry
McMasterwith a teasing remark Tuesday asthe 2017
legislativesessionbegins.
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COMMENTARY

S.C. lieutenantgovernor succession
only seems complicated

By The EditorialBoard
The governor resignsinthe

middle of aterm andthe lieuten­
antgovernor takes the No. 1posi­
tion –that much isclear–but de­
termining the nextlieutenant
governor is cloudybecauseof
faultywording inaconstitutional
amendment.The S.C. Supreme
Court hasbeen asked tostraighten
outthe problem andwill hear
arguments this week.
This is morethanalegalnicety

because Gov. Nikki Haley isabout
toresign –assoon asthe U.S.
Senateconfirms heras ambassa­
dorto theUnited Nations. Presi­
dent­elect Donald Trumpnamed
Haley andher confirmationis
expected, without much opposi­
tion,when the Senatetakes upthe
matter. Lt.Gov. Henry McMaster
will beswornin asgovernor,and
SouthCarolina maybewithout a
lieutenant governorfor a period of
time.While that may notseemlike
agreat concern,the succession
question needstoberesolved
sooner, not later.
The stateconstitutionprovides

that should thelieutenant gover­
norposition becomevacant, the
statesenate presidentpro tempore
becomes lieutenantgovernor. A
constitutional amendment, ap­
proved in2014,will put thegover­
norand lieutenantgovernor candi­
dateson thesame ticket beginning
inthe 2018election.However, the
ratification wording,approved by

the GeneralAssembly, doesnot
specify 2018asthe startingdate
for thegovernor toappoint alieu­
tenantgovernor when the postis
vacant.
S.C. Sen.Tom Davis ofBeaufort

inDecember asked theSupreme
Court for aruling that agovernor
cannot appointalieutenant gover­
noruntil after the 2018election.
Should thecourt sodecide, the
president protempore, Sen.Hugh
Leatherman of Florence,would
becomelieutenant governor. And
there'sacatch. Leatherman has
madeclear hewill notbelieuten­
antgovernor. He would notgive
uphis powerfulSenate positions,
including chairmanship ofthe
Finance Committee, which has a
bigsay inthe statebudget.
Leatherman hasbeen astate

senator since1981 andwielded
greatpowerin stategovernment
even beforehe addedthe protem
positionin 2014.Abit ofback­
groundis instructive. Lt.Gov.
Glenn F. McConnell resigned;
SenatePresident Pro TemJohn
Coursonresigned (so hewould not
have tobelieutenant governor);
Sen.Yancey McGill was elected
president protempore and became
lieutenant governor;Leatherman
tookthe additional protemposi­
tion. McConnell wasSenate pro
tem, moving tothe lieutenant
governor positionwhen Ken Ard
resigned in2012.

Leatherman was re­electedpro
temin December,knowing Haley
likely wouldbe resigning,but
sayinghe wouldnot belieutenant
governor. The cageyLeatherman
asked the SupremeCourt tohold
offon thesuccession question
until Haley actually resignsand
McMasteris sworn inasgovernor.
Leatherman evidently hashis own
plan:totemporarily resign aspro
tem, steppingaside for Sen.Kevin
Bryant ofAnderson, whowould be
protem onlylong enoughtobe­
come lieutenantgovernor; then
Leatherman would benewlyelect­
ed protem. Itwill beinteresting to
see ifanysenators havethe nerve
tochallenge Leatherman.
Should theSupreme Court de­

cide McMastercanname anew
lieutenant governor,Leatherman's
set tocontinue torule the senate
andexercise his considerable
powerindetermining thefuture of
SouthCarolina.
ACONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT,
APPROVEDIN2014,WILL
PUTTHEGOVERNOR
ANDLIEUTENANT
GOVERNORCANDIDATES
ONTHESAMETICKET
BEGINNINGINTHE2018
ELECTION.
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STATE GOVERNMENT

S.C. lawmakersgiddy to
work withkey dealmaker
BYAVERY G. WILKS

awilks@thestate.com

COLUMBIA

After 14 years of
combativeGovs.
Mark Sanfordand
NikkiHaley, S.C.

lawmakersareready fora
dealmaker.

Theythinkthey haveone
insoon­to­beGov.Henry
McMaster, aRonaldReagan
Republican,formerU.S.
attorneyandstate attorney
generalknown forusing his
deepSoutherndrawlto

buildaconsensus.
"He's pragmatic,"said

stateRep. GregDelleney,
R­Chester."He getspeople
togethertoreach compro­
mises.He doesn'tdig into
oneposition, andyou're

either withhim or you're
not."
Publicly, S.C. lawmakers

offermostly guardedassess­
mentsofHaley and their
optimism aboutMcMaster,

State Rep. Gilda Cobb­Hunter,D­Orangeburg
who will ascendtothegov­
ernor'soffice once Haley is
confirmed as U.S.ambassa­
dor tothe United Nationsin
a fewweeks.
Privately, however,some

are giddy totradeinHaley –
a 44­year­oldRepublican
who bashedlawmakers in
the GOP­controlled Legisla­
ture onFacebookand in
their hometowns, offered
failing"grades"to those
who disagreed with herand
told areal estategroup to
"take agood shower"after
visiting the StateHouse –for
McMaster, a GOPgovernor
they thinkwill work with
them.
AnS.C. Republican Party

mainstay over the pastfour
decades,the 69­year­old
McMasterhas stayedsilent
onthe topissues facing
SouthCarolina since Haley's

nominationas U.N. ambas­
sador.He declined tocom­
ment for this storythrough a
spokesman.
Butlawmakers hopea

different approach inthe
governor'soffice proves to
bethe missingingredient to
findingsolutions tothe
state's crumblingroads,
improvingthe education of
ruralS.C. students andfix­
ingthe state'sunderfunded
pensionsystem.
Somesay theylook for­

wardtoworking with
McMaster, agovernor with
nofuture politicalaspira­
tionsor need toappease
outsidegroups that could
helphim climb theladder to
higheroffice.
"Youthinksometimesthe

40­year­oldgovernor is a
breathof freshair,"said
stateSen.BradHutto, D­

Orangeburg."Having some­
body whoactually hasseen
government frommany
differentaspects and has
watchedover the years,I
thinkhe's gotan opportuni­
ty tobeagreat governor."
While somelawmakers

alreadyaredrafting their
wishlists, most saythey
havenotheard from the
lieutenantgovernor about
theissues hemightcham­

SEEMCMASTER,2C

''GOV. HALEYWASVERYCLEARONWHAT
SHEWOULDANDWOULDNOTDO.IAM
HOPEFULTHATGOV. MCMASTERMIGHT
NOTBEASRIGIDINHISTHOUGHTS.

FROM PAGE1C

MCMASTER
pionthis year.
StateSen.Kevin Bryant,

R­Anderson, saidMcMaster
indicated inarecentcon­
versation that hewantsto
tacklethe roughly$20 bil­
lioninunfunded debtinthe
statepensionsystem. But

that talk wasvoidof specif­
ics, Bryantsaid."That is
definitely apriorityof his
andthe Legislature."
However,McMaster's

stance onaproposed gas tax
increase torepairSouth
Carolina's crumbling roads

isamystery. StateRep. Gary
Simrill,aYork Republican
andoutspoken advocate ofa
gastax hike,saidhe plansto
speak withMcMaster soon
about aroads fix,but hasn't
yet.
Somelawmakers say they

hope foragovernor whowill
notdraw linesinthe sand,
asHaley did inannouncing
shewould veto any gas­tax
increase that didnot come
with amuch larger income­
taxcut.
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"When thegovernor
madethe remarksshe made
acouple of years agointhe
Stateof theState, it kind of
tookthe windout ofthe
sails ofus accomplishing
whatwe hopedtoaccom­
plish with aninfrastructure
bill,"saidstate Sen.Thomas
McElveen, D­Sumter.
Democrats alsohope

McMaster, aformer legisla­
tive aide tothelate U.S. Sen.
Strom Thurmond, willbe
moreopen thanHaley to
other ideas,such asabond
billtopay for collegerepairs
andbuildings.
"Gov.Haley was very

clearonwhat shewould and

wouldnot do,"saidstate
Rep.Gilda Cobb­Hunter,
D­Orangeburg."I am hope­
ful that Gov. McMaster
mightnot beas rigidinhis
thoughts about direction
and what publicpolicy is­
sues weoughtto dealwith
or not deal with."
Lawmakers say theyhave

reason tohope.
McMaster isno longerthe

political novicewho vowed
to breakupthe "goodol'
boy"network inhis un­
successful 1990 campaign
for S.C. lieutenant governor.
A near­decade running

the stateGOP, eight yearsas
the state's attorneygeneral

and twomoreas itslieuten­
ant governor have molded
the Columbia nativeinto a
deal­maker, legislators say.
"He understandsthe nu­

ances, he understandsthe
personalities, and hehas
relationships that I thinkwill
be important,"saidstate
Sen. JohnCourson, R­Rich­
land.
McMaster hasbeen ap­

proachable andagoodlis­
tener as presidentof the
Senate duringthe pasttwo
years, legislatorssay.
For example, when Sen.

Hutto asked ifhecould
bring aclassof USC stu­
dents to meetthe new lieu­

tenant governor,McMaster
agreed.
McMaster set outmilk

and cookies, andspoke to
the students about his politi­
cal career –PresidentRo­
nald Reagan, who named
McMaster asthe U.S. at­
torney for South Carolina,
and Operation Jackpot, the
flamboyant anti­drug cam­
paign McMasteroversaw as
the state's topfederal prose­
cutor, resultingin morethan
100 convictions.
"He spent aton oftime

with the students,and they
really appreciated it,"Hutto
recalled.
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TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

The South Carolina 2017 legislativesessionstartedon Tuesday. Lt.Gov. HenryMcMasterbeganhislast days presidingoverthe
state Senatebeforetakingover as governor.Here, Sen. JohnCoursonteasesMcMaster.
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CINDI ROSS SCOPPE • ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Suddenly, intrigue over
an office of little intrigue
A FAVORITE parlor

game in Columbia —
aside from guessing
which legislator will be

indicted next — concerns prog­
nostications about the legal

battle over
the next lieu­

tenant gover­
nor, about
which there
are three

insufficiently
understood

points:
• There

could be a lot
more at stake

than whether the Senate presi­
dent pro tempore assumes the
office or Lt. Gov. Henry McMas­
ter appoints his replacement if
he succeeds Nikki Haley as
governor.
• The convoluted language

lawmakers passed in 2014 to
change how vacancies are filled
was not an accident.

• We wouldn't be talking
about this but for what one
former Senate leader calls "the
Jake Knotts gift that keeps on
giving."
At issue is whether governors

get to fill vacancies in the office
now, as the official version of

the state constitution says, or
not until the end of 2018, as
voters overwhelmingly approved
in a 2012 referendum. On

Wednesday, the state Supreme
Court will hear oral arguments
in a lawsuit brought by Sen. Tom
Davis, which argues (as every­
one agrees) that what's in the
constitution is wrong. The ques­
tion is what happens as a result
of that.

Former Senate Judiciary
Chairman Larry Martin argues

that if the court concludes that

the Legislature improperly rat­
ified the change, it won't simply
clarify that the Senate president
pro tem becomes lieutenant
governor if Gov. Haley becomes
U.N. ambassador.

"If they declare the ratifica­
tion is defective, the new
amendment will never go into
effect," and lieutenant gover­
nors will continue to be elected

separately, Mr. Martin told me.
"It's either ratified correctly, or
it's ratified incorrectly."
I don't expect such a seismic

decision. It's clear that the Leg­
islature did not intend for gover­
nors to fill vacancies until 2018,
when they also get to start pick­
ing their running mates. There
are ways the court can acknowl­

edge that without any unin­
tended consequences.
But there is always some risk

that a court order will have unin­

tended consequences. Since
everyone agrees about what the
constitution is supposed to say,
those consequences could be
worse than the unsettling
thought of a constitution that for
two more years contains lan­
guage it's not supposed to con­
tain.

For his part, Sen. Davis says
he had to take that chance be­

cause without a court ruling, any
laws passed at least in the next
two years, possibly forever,
would be subject to legal chal­
lenge. When you try to spin out
what would have to happen to
make that nightmare scenario a
reality (and you really don't
want me to do that), it seems
incredibly far­fetched. But it's
how Mr. Davis justifies charging
that the Legislature "perpetu­
ated a fraud on the public" by

not joining him in his lawsuit.
I and other critics have pinned

the problem with the constitu­
tion to the fact that Sen. Mar­

tin's 2014 bill ratifying the
amendment didn't specify that
the governor couldn't fill a va­
cancy until 2018. But Mr. Martin
insists that wasn't needed be­
cause the 2014 bill repeatedly
referred to the amendment

"prepared under the terms of
Joint Resolution 289 of 2012" —
which did include the 2018 ef­
fective date. He blames the error

on sloppy work by the Legisla­
tive Council, which had the
ministerial duty of updating the
constitution pursuant to his bill.
If he's correct, the problem is
easily fixable — or ignorable.
Ordinarily he would be cor­

rect, but there's this one bit of
uncertainty: The ballot question
itself was drafted... inartfully.
And this is where we get to

what Mr. Martin refers to as "the
Jake Knotts gift that keeps on
giving." Mr. Knotts, who from
2002 through 2012 served as
one of the premiere obstruction­
ists our Senate has ever known,
detested Gov. Haley. So he
threatened to block the constitu­
tional referendum unless its

effective date was delayed until
2018, so she could never pick
her running mate. Without that
delay, the language in the con­
stitutional referendum would

have been perfect, and the 2014
bill would have needed no refer­
ence to 2018.

But when Mr. Knotts' delay
was added to the ballot question,
we ended up with an awkward
sentence in which one section

begins with the clause, "upon
the joint election" of 2018, and
is followed by four changes,
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each separated by a semicolon.
And a 1931 state Supreme Court
opinion said an introductory
clause only applies to the lan­
guage before a semicolon.
For the record, the 1931 court

was completely incorrect about
the rules of grammar. But of
course that doesn't matter; a
Supreme Court opinion is the
law, unless or until the law is

changed or the court changes its
opinion.
Our current court has focused

on making sure it does not read
any laws in a way that produces
an "absurd result" — even when
lawmakers intended their results

to be absurd. We can only hope
it will ignore that bad grammar
lesson and apply the same "no
absurd result" standard to the

constitution.

Because throwing out the
results of the public referendum
over what everyone agrees was a
simple and likely even minis­
terial mistake would indeed be
absurd.

Ms. Scoppe can be reached
at cscoppe@thestate.com
or at (803) 771­8571.
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Lawmakers
ready for

deal­maker
McMaster

TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

Lt.Gov. Henry McMasterbeganhis lastfew days presidingover theS.C. Senatelast week–asGov. NikkiHaley departs,
he'll soonbe assuming newdutiesin the job he's always wanted: governor.
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Soon­to­be governorseenas consensus­buildertheycangetalong with
BYAVERYG. WILKS
awilks@thestate.com

After 14 years of combative
Govs.Mark Sanford andNikki
Haley,S.C. lawmakersare ready
for adeal­maker.

Theythinkthey haveoneinsoon­to­be
Gov.HenryMcMaster, a RonaldReagan
Republican,formerU.S. attorneyand state
attorneygeneralknown for usinghis deep
Southerndrawltobuildaconsensus.
"He's pragmatic,"said stateRep.Greg

Delleney, R­Chester."He getspeopleto­
gether toreach compromises.He doesn't dig
into oneposition, andyou're either with him
or you're not."
Publicly,S.C. lawmakersoffer mostly

guardedassessmentsof Haley andtheir
optimism aboutMcMaster, whowill ascend
tothe governor'soffice once Haley iscon­
firmed asU.S. ambassadortothe United
Nations inafew weeks.
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DEALS
Privately, however,someare

giddy totradein Haley–a44­
year­oldRepublican who bashed
lawmakersinthe GOP­con­
trolled Legislature onFacebook
andin theirhometowns, offered
failing"grades"to those who
disagreed with herand tolda
real estategroup to"takeagood
shower"after visiting the State
House –forMcMaster, a GOP
governor they thinkwill work
with them.
AnS.C. Republican Party

mainstay over the pastfour
decades, the69­year­old
McMasterhas stayedsilent on
the topissuesfacing SouthCar­
olinasince Haley'snomination
as U.N.ambassador. He de­
clinedtocomment forthis story
throughaspokesman.
Butlawmakers hopeadiffer­

entapproach inthe governor's
office provestobe themissing
ingredient tofindingsolutions
tothe state's crumblingroads,
improving theeducation of rural
S.C. students andfixing the
state's underfunded pension
system.
Somesay they look forwardto

working withMcMaster, a gov­
ernor withno futurepolitical
aspirationsor need toappease
outsidegroups that couldhelp
him climbthe ladder tohigher
office.
"Youthinksometimes the

40­year­oldgovernor isabreath
of freshair,"said stateSen.
BradHutto, D­Orangeburg.
"Having somebody whoactually
hasseen government from
many differentaspects and has
watched over theyears,Ithink
he's gotan opportunity tobea
greatgovernor."

LINES INTHE SAND
While somelawmakers al­

readyare draftingtheir wish
lists, most saythey havenot
heard fromthe lieutenantgover­
norabout theissueshe might
champion thisyear.
StateSen.Kevin Bryant, R­

Anderson,saidMcMaster in­
dicatedinarecentconversation
that hewants totacklethe
roughly$20billioninunfunded
debtinthe statepensionsystem.
Butthat talk was voidof specif­
ics, Bryantsaid. "Thatis defi­
nitely apriorityof hisand the
Legislature."
However, McMaster's stance

onaproposedgas taxincrease
torepairSouth Carolina'scrum­
bling roadsis a mystery.State
Rep. GarySimrill,aYork Repub­
lican andoutspoken advocateof
agas taxhike, saidheplans to
speak with McMastersoon
aboutaroadsfix,but hasn't yet.
Somelawmakers saythey

hope for agovernor who willnot
drawlinesinthe sand, as Haley
did inannouncingshe would
vetoanygas taxincrease that
did notcome with amuch larger
incometaxcut.
"When the governor madethe

remarksshe madeacouple of
years ago intheState ofthe
State, it kindof tookthe wind
out ofthe sailsof us accomplish­
ingwhat wehoped toaccom­
plish with an infrastructurebill,"
saidstateSen. ThomasMcEl­
veen,D­Sumter.
Democrats also hopeMcMas­

ter, aformer legislativeaide to
the late U.S.Sen.StromThur­
mond, will bemoreopen than
Haley tootherideas, suchasa
bondbill topay for collegere­
pairsand buildings.
"Gov. Haley wasvery clearon

what shewould andwould not
do,"saidstate Rep.Gilda Cobb­
Hunter, D­Orangeburg."I am
hopefulthat Gov.McMaster
might notbeas rigidinhis
thoughts aboutdirection and
what publicpolicy issueswe
oughtto deal withor not deal
with."

'HECAN SIT DOWN AND
TALKABOUT ISSUES'
Lawmakerssay they have

reasonto hope.
McMasteris nolonger the

politicalnovice who vowedto
breakup the"goodol' boy"
network inhisunsuccessful
1990 campaign forS.C. lieuten­
antgovernor.
A near­decaderunning the

stateGOP, eightyears as the
state's attorneygeneraland two
moreas itslieutenant governor
havemoldedthe Columbia
nativeinto adeal­maker, legis­
latorssay.
"Heunderstands the nuances,

heunderstands the person­
alities, andhehas relationships
that I thinkwill beimportant,"
saidstateSen. JohnCourson,
R­Richland.
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Democrats also hopeMcMas­

ter, aformer legislativeaide to
the late U.S.Sen.StromThur­
mond, will bemoreopen than
Haley tootherideas, suchasa
bondbill topay for collegere­
pairsand buildings.
"Gov. Haley wasvery clearon

what shewould andwould not
do,"saidstate Rep.Gilda Cobb­
Hunter, D­Orangeburg."I am
hopefulthat Gov.McMaster
might notbeas rigidinhis
thoughts aboutdirection and
what publicpolicy issueswe
oughtto deal withor not deal
with."

'HECAN SIT DOWN AND
TALKABOUT ISSUES'
Lawmakerssay they have

reasonto hope.
McMasteris nolonger the

politicalnovice who vowedto
breakup the"goodol' boy"
network inhisunsuccessful
1990 campaign forS.C. lieuten­
antgovernor.
A near­decaderunning the

stateGOP, eightyears as the
state's attorneygeneraland two
moreas itslieutenant governor
havemoldedthe Columbia
nativeinto adeal­maker, legis­
latorssay.
"Heunderstands the nuances,

heunderstands the person­
alities, andhehas relationships
that I thinkwill beimportant,"
saidstateSen. JohnCourson,
R­Richland.
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Privately, however,someare
giddy totradein Haley–a44­
year­oldRepublican who bashed
lawmakersinthe GOP­con­
trolled Legislature onFacebook
andin theirhometowns, offered
failing"grades"to those who
disagreed with herand tolda
real estategroup to"takeagood
shower"after visiting the State
House –forMcMaster, a GOP
governor they thinkwill work
with them.
AnS.C. Republican Party

mainstay over the pastfour
decades, the69­year­old
McMasterhas stayedsilent on
the topissuesfacing SouthCar­
olinasince Haley'snomination
as U.N.ambassador. He de­
clinedtocomment forthis story
throughaspokesman.
Butlawmakers hopeadiffer­

entapproach inthe governor's
office provestobe themissing
ingredient tofindingsolutions
tothe state's crumblingroads,
improving theeducation of rural
S.C. students andfixing the
state's underfunded pension
system.
Somesay they look forwardto

working withMcMaster, a gov­
ernor withno futurepolitical
aspirationsor need toappease
outsidegroups that couldhelp
him climbthe ladder tohigher
office.
"Youthinksometimes the

40­year­oldgovernor isabreath
of freshair,"said stateSen.
BradHutto, D­Orangeburg.
"Having somebody whoactually
hasseen government from
many differentaspects and has
watched over theyears,Ithink
he's gotan opportunity tobea
greatgovernor."

LINES INTHE SAND
While somelawmakers al­

readyare draftingtheir wish
lists, most saythey havenot
heard fromthe lieutenantgover­
norabout theissueshe might
champion thisyear.
StateSen.Kevin Bryant, R­

Anderson,saidMcMaster in­
dicatedinarecentconversation
that hewants totacklethe
roughly$20billioninunfunded
debtinthe statepensionsystem.
Butthat talk was voidof specif­
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nitely apriorityof hisand the
Legislature."
However, McMaster's stance
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breakup the"goodol' boy"
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1990 campaign forS.C. lieuten­
antgovernor.
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stateGOP, eightyears as the
state's attorneygeneraland two
moreas itslieutenant governor
havemoldedthe Columbia
nativeinto adeal­maker, legis­
latorssay.
"Heunderstands the nuances,

heunderstands the person­
alities, andhehas relationships
that I thinkwill beimportant,"
saidstateSen. JohnCourson,
R­Richland.

McMasterhas beenapproach­
ableand agood listeneras pres­
ident of theSenate duringthe
pasttwo years,legislatorssay.
Forexample,when Sen.Hutto

asked ifhe couldbringaclass of
USC students tomeetthe new
lieutenant governor,McMaster
agreed.
McMasterset out milkand

cookies,andspoke tothestu­
dents abouthis politicalcareer–
PresidentRonald Reagan,who
named McMasteras theU.S.
attorneyfor SouthCarolina,and
Operation Jackpot,the flam­
boyantanti­drug campaign
McMasteroversaw as thestate's
top federalprosecutor, resulting
inmore than100convictions.
"Hespent a tonof timewith

the students,andthey really
appreciated it," Huttorecalled.
As evidence that McMaster

cancollaborate, lawmakers
pointtohis work in2013 co­
chairing aHaley­appointed
ethicstask force withformer
DemocraticAttorney General
TravisMedlock.
"They allsat down andthey

workedtogether,"said state
Sen.Katrina Shealy, R­Lexing­
ton. "Hecan sitdownand talk
aboutissues.... He thinksthings
throughbefore justsaying it.I
don't thinkhe's goingtoget on
Twitterand tweetat us,"as
Haley did.
OneofMcMaster'sbestqual­

ities,saidformerS.C.Democratic
PartychairDickHarpootlian,is
thathecan"disagreewithout
beingdisagreeable."
"In allmy dealingswith him

as chairman ofthe party,where
we werepublicly antagonistic,
we hadagoodtime traveling
aroundand playingoff each
other,"Harpootlian said."Nev­
er amean word, neveranyfin­
ger pointing. He'sagood guy."
Harpootlian predicted

McMasterwill spend more time
talking shopwithlegislators,
possiblyat the Governor'sMan­
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sionor at ballgames, rather
thangiving themreport cardsor
jabbing thembybringing pigs
into theState House, asSanford
did toprotestwhat hesaidwas
pork­barrelspending.
"He's awarrior,"Harpootlian

saidof McMaster."Heknows
how tomake apoint.He knows
how towork ajury.He knows
how topersuade people."

'HE'SGOING TO TRYTO
GOVERN'
McMasterhas longwanted to

begovernor.
Thatcould becomeoneof his

greatest strengths,some law­
makerssay.
A white­hairedgovernor with

nodesire tomoveupthe politi­
calladder owes nothingtoout­
sidegroups who canhelp with
that climb, they say.
"Hedoesn't haveanyhidden

agendas otherthanwhat'sbest
for the peopleof SouthCar­
olina,"Rep. Delleneysaid."You
haveGov.Haley, whohas aspi­
rations for higheroffice. Wehad
Gov.Sanford,who had thesame
things atthe time. But,with
Henry,we've gotsomeone who
is pragmatic,knowshow toget
things done,andIthinkwe'll
get things donewith him."
Beinggovernor is McMaster's

end game,somesay.
"He's going totrytogovern,"

Harpootlian said."There'sno
otherjob hecanrun for or
would runfor. He'sgot thejob
he's always wanted."

Avery G.Wilks: 803­771­8362,
@averygwilks
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HenryMcMaster:
SC's perennial bestman
Inhis political career, S.C. Lt.Gov.Henry McMasteroften has been
thePalmetto State'sbest man, notits bridegroom.

THE INFAMOUS DRUG TEST

After being appointedU.S. attorney forSouth Carolina by
President RonaldReagan, McMaster challengedincumbent
Democrat FritzHollings for theU.S. Senate.At the time,
Republicans were not South Carolina's dominant party, and
McMaster–hopingto capitalize on hisreputationas a
drug­busting prosecutor –challengedHollings to a drugtest.
Hollings replied, "I'lltake a drugtest whenyou take anI.Q.
test."Hollings won re­electioneasily.

FAILED RUNFORLIEUTENANTGOVERNOR

McMasterfaredno better in1990,losing to DemocratNick
Theodore inthe lieutenant governor's race.

ELECTEDS.C. ATTORNEY GENERAL

Finally,in 2002,McMastersucceeded politically,winning the
firstof two consecutive terms asS.C. attorneygeneralby
defeatingDemocrat SteveBenjamin, now mayor of Columbia.
McMasterwas unopposedwhen hewon re­election.

FAILED BID FOR GOVERNOR, SUCCESSFULENDORSEMENT

In 2010,however, McMasterplaced thirdin theGOP primaryfor
governor. Beforethe Republican runoff,however, McMaster
endorsedthe front­runner inthe GOP primary, then­stateRep.
Nikki Haley,who went onto win election. Subsequently,Haley
appointedhersupporter to co­chair a high­profile committee
on ethicsreform,one of herhighest priorities.

BEATINGHALEY'S CANDIDATE

In 2014,McMasterran again forlieutenant governor,taking on
Haley'sfavoredcandidatefor thepost, developerPat
McKinney. McMaster won theGOP nominationin a runoffand
defeated DemocratBakari Sellers–morerecently,aCNN
commentator –inthe general election, 59­41.

ANOTHER SUCCESSFULENDORSEMENT

Aslieutenant governor,McMaster provedonce again hecould
pickawinner,becomingthe firststatewide­electedpolitician to
endorse DonaldTrump forthe GOP presidentialnomination.
Subsequently, TrumpnamedMcMaster to deliverapresidential
nominating speechfor thebombastic billionaire attheGOP
convention.Then, Trumpclearedtheway forhis supporterto
becomeS.C. governor, nominatingHaley –aone­time
outspokenTrumpcritic–to become theU.S. ambassadorto
the UnitedNations.
Staff reports
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HenryMcMaster
S.C.'s lieutenantgovernor, whowill
become governorif Nikki Haleyis
confirmedasthe U.S.ambassador
to theUnited States

Age:69

Education:Universityof South
Carolina,bachelor's and law
degrees

Family: Marriedto Peggy
McMaster,two children

POLITICAL HIGHLIGHTS

2014­present: S.C. lieutenant
governor

2010: Unsuccessfullyranfor S.C.
governor

2003­2011: S.C. attorney general

1993­2002: Chairmanof S.C.
Republican Party

1990:Unsuccessfullyranfor S.C.
lieutenantgovernor

1986:Unsuccessfully ranfor the
U.S. Senate

1981­1985:U.S. attorney,
appointedby PresidentRonald
Reagan

1973­1974: Legislativeaideto U.S.
Sen.StromThurmond
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TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

Sen. John Coursongetsalaugh from Lt. Gov. HenryMcMasterwith a teasing remark as the2017 legislative
sessionbegins. Colleagues say McMastercan pushhispositionswhile being confrontational.
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HOLD THAT TIGER
Haley calls on all South Carolinians
to congratulate Clemson on its title
Associated Press
 COLUMBIA ­ Gov. Nikki Haley is

calling on all South Carolinians to con­
gratulate the Clemson Tigers for their
national title.
The Clemson graduate designated

Saturday as "Clemson Tigers National
Football Champions Day."
Her proclamation encourages "all

South Carolinians to join together in

congratulating the Clemson Tigers
football team and coaches for their
awesome performance" during the 2016
season and Monday's title game victory
over against Alabama.
A Clemson University flag flew over

the Statehouse on Tuesday on Haley's
order.

In her farewell State of the State
address Wednesday, she said "driving to
the Statehouse and raising that orange
flag over the Capitol dome with my
daughter, Rena, is a memory I will trea­
sure forever."
Her daughter attends Clemson.
It's Clemson's first national football

title since 1981.

More on Clemson's celebration in Sports, 1B
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PHOTOS BY ASSOCIATED PRESS
Clemson head coach Dabo Swinney, right, with his wife Kathleen, and sons,
Clay, Drew, and Will ride in a vintage car Saturday during a parade honoring
the college football champions in Clemson.
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Clemson alumni and their families march during Saturday's parade.
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