
From: Wingo, Karen <Karen.Wingo@dss.sc.gov>
To: Nina ZelicNZelic@lirs.org

Pisarik, HollyHollyPisarik@gov.sc.gov
CC: Bethany R VauseBVause@lscarolinas.net

Bedrija JazicBJazic@lscarolinas.net
Addison, DorothyDorothy.Addison@dss.sc.gov

Date: 5/13/2016 4:01:16 PM
Subject: RE: check in re. Charleston

Nina,
Thank you again for your willingness to dialogue about how this Department can best serve the refugee population in 
the next fiscal year. We are so appreciative of the partnership with Lutheran Services and will look forwarding to 
working with the agency to serve the populations below. Dorothy Addison, our Refugee Resettlement Coordinator, is 
out of the office today, but I have copied her on this email and I will ask her to send a letter of support, consistent 
with those in the past, the first of next week. Thanks again.
 
All the best,
Karen
 
Karen Luchka Wingo
Director of Communications and Legislative Affairs
South Carolina Department of Social Services
1535 Confederate Avenue
Columbia, South Carolina 29202

Office Phone: (803) 898-8030
 
Email: karen.wingo@dss.sc.gov
www.dss.sc.gov
 
 

 
Privacy Notice: This message may contain information that is protected from disclosure by federal and/or state law, or is otherwise 
privileged or confidential.  This communication is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  If you 
are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the recipient, you are hereby 
notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this message is strictly prohibited and violations of applicable federal and/or 
state law may subject you to civil and/or criminal penalties.  If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
immediately by telephone and delete this message
 
 
Do not use this email to make a report of abuse or neglect.  To make a report of abuse or neglect, please call your local DSS office or law 
enforcement immediately.
 
From: Nina Zelic [mailto:NZelic@lirs.org] 
 
Sent: Friday, May 13, 2016 3:51 PM
 
To: Pisarik, Holly <HollyPisarik@gov.sc.gov>; Wingo, Karen <Karen.Wingo@dss.sc.gov>
 
Cc: Bethany R Vause <BVause@lscarolinas.net>; Bedrija Jazic <BJazic@lscarolinas.net>
 
Subject: RE: check in re. Charleston
 
Hello Holly or Karen,
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We wanted to let you know that as part of our efforts to open a successful new resettlement office in 
Charleston, South Carolina we have decided it is best to focus on the below listed populations:
 
Afghan, Bhutanese, Burmese-Karen, Burmese-Chin, Congolese, El Salvadorian, Eritrean, Guatemalan, 
Honduran, Iraqi.
 
By focusing on the above mentioned populations, our affiliate partner will be able to build up their capacity to 
potentially serve additional populations, in future fiscal years. We know that there will be significant numbers 
of Congolese no-UST refugees coming to the United States and because of their heightened vulnerability we 
feel that a new office is best set up to succeed when it can better focus on one large scale vulnerable population.
 
Please let me know if you have questions, and please be in touch directly with Bethany and Bedrija regarding 
the letters of support they have requested for the Charlestown office submission.  
 
As I said yesterday, we are just so grateful for your continued support of the US refugee resettlement program, 
particularly in South Carolina, and we hope we can count on that strong support going forward.
 
Nina
 

--
Nina Zelic
Director for Refugee Services | NZelic@lirs.org | 410-230-2765 | 410-404-7593 (cell) 
 

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 
700 Light Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21230 | www.lirs.org

From: Pisarik, Holly [mailto:HollyPisarik@gov.sc.gov] 
 
Sent: Friday, May 13, 2016 10:34 AM
 
To: Nina Zelic <NZelic@lirs.org>; Bedrija Jazic <BJazic@lscarolinas.net>; Wingo, Karen <Karen.Wingo@dss.sc.gov>
 
Cc: Bethany R Vause <BVause@lscarolinas.net>
 
Subject: RE: check in re. Charleston
 
Nina,
 
It was nice talking with you all yesterday.  We look forward to your e-mail around 4:00 today.
 
Thanks, Holly
 
From: Nina Zelic [mailto:NZelic@lirs.org] 
 
Sent: Friday, May 13, 2016 10:22 AM
 
To: Bedrija Jazic; Pisarik, Holly; Wingo, Karen
 
Cc: Bethany R Vause
 
Subject: RE: check in re. Charleston
 
Dear Holly and Karen,
 
I hope all is well. It was really good to be able to speak with both of you yesterday. I just want to let you know that I should 
have some clarification around which populations LIRS thinks will best be suited for opening a new office in Charleston 
around 4pm today. At that point I will send you an email update and we can continue to move forward with the support of the 
great state of South Carolina.
 
All the best,
 
Nina
 

--
Nina Zelic
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Director for Refugee Services | NZelic@lirs.org | 410-230-2765 | 410-404-7593 (cell) 
 

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 
700 Light Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21230 | www.lirs.org
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