
From: Tuck, Angela <ATuck@greenvillenews.com>
To: Danny VaratDannyVarat@scstatehouse.gov

Date: 1/11/2018 1:12:28 PM
Subject: RE: Opinion Submission from Lt. Governor Bryant

Thanks so much Danny. I will try and get this one in soon.
 

From: Danny Varat [mailto:DannyVarat@scstatehouse.gov] 
 
Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2018 1:00 PM
 
To: Tuck, Angela 
Subject: Opinion Submission from Lt. Governor Bryant
 
 
Please see below a submission from Lt. Governor Kevin Bryant
 
 
 

Budget Writers Can, and Must, Do More to Protect Our Most Vulnerable Children
 
State budget projections tell us that government will take in nearly half a billion dollars more of your money in the 
coming fiscal year over last year, and I know you’re not shocked to discover that the tax collectors already plan to 
spend every dime.
 
My position, however, is the same this year as every year. All so-called new revenue should be returned to the 
taxpayers or used to pay off debt--a return to the taxpayers of future generations. The establishment should fund 
your government with the money you've already surrendered, because you've given plenty.
 
I also encourage the General Assembly to pass two budget initiatives this year that will dramatically improve the lives 
of children in need of a little extra help. Their price tags are small, but their impacts will be tremendous for children, 
born and unborn.
 
I pledged in 2017 to ratify no more budgets that funded facilities in South Carolina that perform abortions other than 
to save the mother. I will keep that pledge, and there is a simple solution.
 
The vast majority of abortion funding flows from Washington into South Carolina through federal Medicaid law to a 
line item in the state budget called “Family Planning”. This year it totals just over $15 million. Family planning also 
covers services that have nothing to do with abortion, and we all agree that those in need of services, such as pre-
natal care, should receive them.
 
But, federal regulations allow clinics that receive these funds also to kill unborn children. SC abortion mills killed over 
5700 children in 2016, alone, and they have put to death almost THIRTY THOUSAND innocent children since 2012. 
That must end.
 
The solution, however, requires more than the governor’s policy of begging Washington for permission to stop paying 
Planned Parenthood. The solution lies in simply rejecting the federal money and the regulations that go with it. South 
Carolina should replace federal dollars with state dollars and make its own rules.
 
My rule is that no facility in South Carolina may receive state Family Planning dollars unless DHEC certifies each 
month that no abortions were performed by the facility for any reason other than an immediate danger to the life of 
the mother.
 
It’s time we spend $15 million to end elective abortion in South Carolina, and the lives of the tens of thousands we 
will save are worth every penny. This is NOT a political issue, it is a moral obligation and we should not wait another 
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year to act.
 
We also must expand school choice for families in South Carolina. We already enjoy incredible success with the very 
limited scholarship program for children with exceptional learning needs. That program is capped at $13 million, and 
that is claimed within the first half of each school year. The program could process another $1 million of scholarships 
right now, if the statute allowed for it. We can do more for exceptional needs children, and other children in special 
circumstances, for very little money. We must double the exceptional needs scholarship program cap and include 
children in foster care and children in South Carolina military families.
 
Foster children have endured circumstances that affect them in many ways, including the classroom. They, and their 
foster parents, need access to the learning environment best suits their circumstances. Military children often 
experience both physical relocation and a parent absent to deployment. Their families deserve access to the learning 
environment that meets their unique needs. State estimates project that these families could benefit from school 
choice for as little as $13 million. That would be money well spent for these children and their families.
 
My voting record in the Senate reflects my belief that Columbia does not have a revenue problem; it has a spending 
problem. State funds available will exceed $8 billion in the coming year. ​We should return all “new” money to your 
pockets and spend your money already in Columbia to serve children and families who right now are in dire need, 
some in life-threatening situations. Please join me, and tell your legislators to get the priorities right.
 
 
Lieutenant Governor Kevin Bryant can be reached at LtGovernor@scstatehouse.gov
 

 
Danny Varat
Chief of Staff
Office of the Lieutenant Governor
Cell: 864-787-4150
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