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THE BUZZ

i sometimes irreverent look at S.C. politics

¥ :

Afier a rough patch, it's only fairto note that Gov.. .
likkki Haley had a good week last week. i

In vact, a really good week - even if she justwas
Ninimizing self-inflicted wounds and preaching to the
>hoir, at points. ; :

‘No. 1. A House committee cleared her of ethics
‘harges after - only minutes earlier — unanimously -
deciding there was good reason to look further into the
‘harges. The committee’s chairman said - ah, hmm -
the case against Haley couldn't be prosecuted further
because of vagueness = ah, hmm - in state law over
«hat constitutes illegal lobbying. ol

What The Buzz liked best, however, was Haley's
lefense. Having run on a platform of openness,

iransparency and cleaning up Columbia, that defense
oughly translated into: You guys really don't wanna go

“here 'cause you've been at the trough, too.

Officially, Haley's lawyer told the committee that
ailure to dismiss the complaint against the governor
vould risk opening a Pandora’s Box, casting :
illegations on other legislators’ jobs outside the State
louse, since Haley's “business activities and conduct
Jire commonplace in the Legislature, ..

(Now, that's rhoxie.) o

No. 2. Tt at same day, the S.C. House approved a
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new version of a bill to eliminate the state Budget and

Control Board and transfer more than 80 percent of its
; employees to a new Cabinet-level Department of

Administration that would be under Haley's control.
True, the bill now goes back to the state Senate,
which has passed a different version of the
restructuring bill. And, true, the final version may not
be exactly what Haley wanted.
But it looks like she is going to get a bill that
abolishes the budget board - a priority = and

. increases her clout, enough to break out Joan Jett and

declare victory. : : ! _
No. 3. A day Iater, a federal appeals court agreed
with a lower court's previous dismissal of a lawsuit
against Haley by the International Association of 2o
Machinists and AFL-CIO.
The two had teamed up to sue Haley after she

vowed last year: “We are going to fight the unions ,.."

The unions wanted Haley ordered to remain neutral

i union matters. However, last August, a federal judge

dismissed the suit, ruling labor laws don't prohibit: “the
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comments contained “nothing that we could plausibly
interpret as indicatingiin‘;minence” and “do not :
reference action at all” and are “broad and nebulous,”
Translation: She might as well have been vowing to
repel Attila the Hun and his horde - a more likely
threat, given the relevance of organized labor in the
Palmetto State - at the North Carolina border.

Haley's response to the federal'appeals court

Tuling? 3

Thank you AFL-CIO, for the chance to dish some)
more red meat. 1

~The efforts of union bosses to silence our free
speech and stop us from standing up for our v workers

‘'cohtinug

expression of political animosi ward unions,”.

- The appeals court judges agreed, saying - in effect
+ Haley had done nothing but pander, offering political
red meat to voters in one of the least unionized,

- most-labor-hostile states in the country.

The three-judge panel said Haley's anti-union

and businesses fiave failed - and we're going to
tvery clear: Unions are not needed,
MOt Wanted and ot Welcome in SGuth Caroling”

(For the tecord: Haley also will ot tolerate
opponents of her beloved Clemson Tigers recruiting
wizards from Hogwarts to play football. No way, no
how, no time! Take that, Duke!). )

No. 4. She didn't pen another memoir, calling
anyone ~ who she may have to work with in the future,
including the speaker of the House, the lieutenant
governor and various House committee chairmen -
corrupt, a sycophant, old or male. -

(Note to file, governor: Sometimes doing nothing is
the best thing to do of all.)




