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OCS Governors Coalition
Action Items from May 6, 2013 Meetings 

Houston, TX

Review of May 6, 2012 Meeting:

• Media:
o Over 110 outlets carried coverage of the OCS Governors Coalition meeting at the 

Offshore Technology Conference. Wire services, including AP and UPl, ensured 
broad international and national coverage, including in each of the eight member 
states. These outlets reached over 200 million readers.

o Press releases issued by the member-states have been hyperlinked on the OCS 
Governors’ website, http://ocsgovernors.org/news/.

• Audio-visual capture:
o CEA contracted with the Offshore Technology Conference to capture video of the 

panel discussion as well as still photos in the green room and panel room. These 
will be available within one week. Clips of the event will be archived on the OCS 
Governors website. Please contact Shawn Martini
(smartini@.consumerenergvalliance.org).

Action Items:

• OCS Governors Letter to the Federal Congressional Delegations:
o The governors agreed to send a joint letter to each of the 85 Representatives and 

16 Senators discussing some of the current policy priorities of the Coalition and 
urging the Members to collectively support legislative initiatives that advance 
these policies.

o A draft letter is attached. Please send any edits to Nathan Butzlaff 
(nathan.butzlaff@alaska.gov) and Natalie Joubert 
(njoubert@consumerenergvalliance.org).

o Once the letter has been approved by each member state, please work with 
Governor Parnell’s office on autopens.

o Target sending date by the Coalition: End of May 2013.

http://ocsgovernors.org/news/
consumerenergvalliance.org
mailto:nathan.butzlaff@alaska.gov
mailto:njoubert@consumerenergvalliance.org


Next Meeting:
o Governor Parnell and Governor Haley have agreed to hold the next meeting of the 

OCS Governors Coalition in Charleston, SC in September 2013. Exact dates, 
times, location and agenda will be discussed with the OCS Governors 
representatives.

o Initial Objective for the next meeting:
■ Invite Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell to meet with the governors to 

discuss in detail some of the regulatory concerns that the governors have. 
Additional invites to White House officials and/or the member state’s 
federal delegation are also for consideration as the date nears.



The Honorable Sean Parnell, Governor of Alaska (Chair)
The Honorable Bobby Jindal, Governor of Louisiana
The Honorable Rick Perry, Governor of Texas
The Honorable Phil Bryant, Governor of Mississippi
The Honorable Robert Bentley, Governor of Alabama
The Honorable Nikki Haley, Governor of South Carolina 
The Honorable Robert McDonnell, Governor of Virginia 
The Honorable Pat McCrory, Governor of North Carolina

May XX, 2013

The Honorable [Name of U.S. House Member or U.S. Senator]
[Office Address]
[U.S. Senate or U.S. House of Representatives]
Washington, DC [Zip Code]

Dear [Title and Last Name of House Member or Senator],

The Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Governors Coalition is a group of coastal state governors who 
joined together in May 2011 to promote a constructive dialogue on OCS energy-resource planning 
and development between coastal state governors and federal policy makers. As governors, all 
Coalition members support policies that encourage expansion of all forms of American energy 
production - both onshore and offshore*. iiUv.

As required under the 1953 Outer Continental ShelfLands Act, federal decisions regarding energy 
exploration and production on the OCS must be made in consultation with affected states. 
However, in recent years, the federal government has taken significant actions affecting OCS energy 
development having had little consultation with the states. We have each joined the Coalition to 
foster a more productive dialogue between the federal government and the coastal states on OCS 
resource evaluation, sustainable development, and other offshore energy pohcy matters.

We believe the CoaEtion’s coUective voice has been effective at ampHfying support for OCS energy 
development. Yet, we can do more. During this Congress, legislators will consider several matters 
that directly and indirectly affect the future of offshore energy development. As our federal 
representatives, we strongly urge you to act in concert to champion OCS energy and, by effect, the 
vitahty of our coastal and state economies.

In particular, the OCS Governors Coahtion supports:

1) Advancing revenue sharing for all coastal states. Currently, the Atlantic coast states and 
Alaska are generally not eligible to share in revenues generated by oil, gas, and renewable 
energy development in the OCS. These states should be treated equitably with all states.

2) Expanding access to OCS frontier areas. The pace of lease sales has slowed. In August 2012, 
the Department of the Intenor (DOI) approved the Five-Year Plan for Oil and Gas Leasing 
for 2012-2017. In that plan, the Department did not open access to any new frontiers



Recipients 
[Date] 
Page 2

through 2017 — including leases in the Atlantic, despite the fact that a lease sale off Virginia 
had been included in a previous five-year plan — and postponed all Arctic OCS lease sales by 
one year from the date proposed in the draft plan. As it stands, 85 percent of America’s OCS 
is closed to oil and natural gas exploration.

3) Ensuring an efficient and consistent regulatory regime for development of oil, gas, and 
renewable energy resources in the OCS. Of note, the Coalition urges DOI to release its 
proposed rule that will govern the allocation of Phase II: Gulf of Mexico Energy Security 
Act (GOMESA) revenue-sharing funds to the Gulf Coast states.

4) Improving understanding of potential energy resources adjacent to coastal states. In the 
FY2010 House Interior Appropriations bill, Congress instructed DOI to provide a timeline 
for its completion of a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) that would 
allow seismic activity to occur in the Atlantic. At the time, DOI responded that a Final PEIS 
would be issued in April 2012. A final PEIS has yet to be issued.

The OCS Governors Coalition hopes to cultivate a substantive, ongoing dialogue with Obama 
Administration officials on the opportunities and challenges facing offshore energy development, 
including the priorities mentioned in this letter. As the Coalition pursues these efforts, we encourage 
Congress to develop similar relationships and encourage the administration to pursue decision­
making in a transparent, collective manner that values the opinion of state and local leaders. The 
Coalition has already communicated many of the concerns highlighted in this letter with Interior 
Secretary Sally Jewell. We hope you will do the same.

In closing, feel free to utilize the OCS Governors Coalition as a source of information and advocacy 
on OCS issues. If you would like more information about the OCS Governors Coalition, please visit 
our website at www.ocsgovemors.org or contact Mr. Kip Knudson, the Director of State/Federal 
Relations for Alaska Governor Sean Parnell, who serves as chair of the Coalition. You may reach 
Mr. Knudson at 202-624-5859 or via e-mail at kip.knudson@alaska.gov.

Regards,

The Honorable Sean Parnell 
Governor of Alaska (Chair)

The Honorable Bobby Jindal
Governor of Louisiana

The Honorable Rick Perry The Honorable Phil Bryant

http://www.ocsgovemors.org
mailto:kip.knudson@alaska.gov
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Governor of Texas Governor of Mississippi

The Honorable Robert Bentley
Governor of Alabama

The Honorable Nikki Haley 
Governor of South Carolina

The Honorable Robert McDonnell
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia

The Honorable Pat McCrory 
Governor of North Carolina

cc: [Name of State] Congressional Delegation



Baker, Josh

From: Natalie Joubert < NJoubert@hbwresources.com >
Sent: Friday, June 21, 2013 1:21 PM
To: Baker, Josh
Subject: OCS Gov. Coalition
Attachments: Congressional OSCGC Intro Letter Draft (043013).docx

Hi Josh,

In a follow-up to my voicemail, I would like to connect with you on a few action items coming out to the May 6th OCS 
Governors Coalition meeting in Houston.

Of note, the governors agreed to finalize a letter to the 101 U.S. Representatives and Senators representing the 8 OCS 
Governors' states. The letter introduces the group to the Members and reviews some current policy positions that the 
Governor support. The latest draft is attached. Most of the states have approved this version.

Second, as you may know, Governor Haley announced at the May meeting that she would like to host the next meeting 
of the Governors in Charleston in May.

Governor Parnell's staff, my colleagues and I have been discussing these items very tentatively with Kurt Pickhardt, but 
I'm uncertain where these discussions stand with Governor Haley and your staff.

If you could please reach out to me in the near future, I would very much appreciate it.

Sincerely,

Natalie

Natalie Joubert
Consumer Energy Alliance
1666 K Street, NW Suite 500
Washington, DC 20006
(202) 429-4931 (office)

ConsumerEnergyAlliance.org

1

mailto:NJoubert@hbwresources.com
ConsumerEnergyAlliance.org


The Honorable Sean Parnell, Governor of Alaska (Chair) 
The Honorable Bobby Jindal, Governor of Louisiana
The Honorable Rick Perry, Governor of Texas
The Honorable Phil Bryant, Governor of Mississippi
The Honorable Robert Bentley, Governor of Alabama
The Honorable Nikki Haley, Governor of South Carolina 
The Honorable Robert McDonnell, Governor of Virginia
The Honorable Pat McCrory, Governor of North Carolina

June XX, 2013

The Honorable [Name of U.S. House Member or U.S. Senator]
[Office Address]
[U.S. Senate or U.S. House of Representatives}
Washington, DC [Zip Code]

Dear [Title and Last Name of House Member or Senator],

The Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Governors Coalition is a group of coastal state governors who 
joined together in May 2011 to promote a constructive dialogue on OCS energy-resource planning 
and development between coastal state governors and federal policy makers. As governors, all 
Coalition members support policies that encourage expansion of all forms of American energy 
production - both onshore and offshore. \

As required under the 1953 Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, federal decisions regarding energy 
exploration and production on the OCS must be made in consultation with affected states. 
However, in recent years, the federal government has faken significant actions affecting OCS energy 
development having had little consultation with the states. We have each joined the Coalition to 
foster a more productive dialogue between the federal government and the coastal states on OCS 
resource evaluation, sustainable development, and other offshore energy policy matters.

We believe the Coalition’s collective voice has been effective at amplifying support for OCS energy 
development. Yet, we can do more; During this Congress, legislators will consider several matters 
that directly and indirectly affect the future of offshore energy development. As our federal 
representatives, we strongly urge you to act in concert to champion OCS energy and, by effect, the 
vitality of out coastal and state economies.

In particular, the OCS Governors Coalition supports:

1) Advancing revenue sharing for all coastal states. Currently, the Atlantic coast states and 
Alaska are generally not eligible to share in revenues generated by oil, gas, and renewable 
energy development in the OCS. These states should be treated equitably with all states.

2) Expanding access to OCS frontier areas. The pace of lease sales has slowed. In August 2012, 
the Department of the Interior (DOI) approved the Five-Year Plan for Oil and Gas Leasing 
for 2012-2017. In that plan, the Department did not open access to any new frontiers 
through 2017 - including leases in the Atlantic, despite the fact that a lease sale off Virginia 
had been included tn a previous five-year plan - and postponed all Arctic OCS lease sales by
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one year from the date proposed in the draft plan. As it stands, 85 percent of America's OCS 
is closed to oil and natural gas exploration.

3) Ensuring an efficient and consistent regulatory regime for development of oil, gas, and 
renewable energy resources in the OCS. Of note, the Coalition urges DOI to release its 
proposed rule that will govern the allocation of Phase II: Gulf of Mexico Energy Security 
Act (GOMESA) revenue-sharing funds to the Gulf Coast states.

4) Improving understanding of potential energy resources adjacent to coastal states. In the 
FY2010 House Interior Appropriations bill, Congress instructed DOI to provide a timeline 
for its completion of a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) that would 
allow seismic activity to occur in the Atlantic. At the time, DOI responded that a Final PEIS 
would be issued in April 2012. A final PEIS has yet to be issued.

5) Improving management and stewardship of coastal resources related to coastal and ocean 
activities. Sustainable production of our ocean energy resources remains a high priority for 
each of the governors.

The OCS Governors Coalition hopes to cultivate a substantive, ongoing dialogue with Obama 
Administration officials on the opportunities and challenges facing offshore energy development, 
including the priorities mentioned in this letter. As the Coalition pursues these efforts, we encourage 
Congress to develop similar relationships and encourage the administration to pursue decision­
making in a transparent, collective manner that values the opinion of state and local leaders. The 
Coalition has already communicated many of the concerns highlighted in this letter with Interior 
Secretary Sally Jewell. We hope you will do the same.

In closing, feel free to utilize the OCS Governors Coalition as a source of information and advocacy 
on OCS issues. If you would like more information about the OCS Governors Coalition, please visit 
our website at www.ocsgovernors.org or contact Mr. Kip Knudson, the Director of State/Federal 
Relations for Alaska Governor Sean Parnell, who serves as chair of the Coalition. You may reach 
Mr. Knudson at 202-624-5859 or via e-mail at kip.knudson@alaska.gov.

Regards,

The Honorable Sean Parnell 
Governor of Alaska (Chair)

The Honorable Bobby Jindal
Governor of Louisiana

http://www.ocsgovernors.org
mailto:kip.knudson@alaska.gov
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The Honorable Rick Perry
Governor of Texas

The Honorable Phil Bryant
Governor of Mississippi

The Honorable Robert Bentley
Governor of Alabama

Phe Honorable Nikki Haley
Governor of South Carolina

The Honorable Robert McDonnell
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia

The Honorable Pat McCrory 
Governor of North Carolina

cc: [Name of State] Congressional Delegation



Baker, Josh

From: Natalie Joubert <NJoubert@hbwresources.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2013 12:48 PM
To: Amy Dobson (AK); Chip Kline (LA); Chris Champion (MS); Cindy Sims (AK); David Holt 

CEA; Doug Domenech (VA); Elizabeth Bluemink (AK); Emily Domenech (TX); Garret 
Graves (LA); I'man Robinson (VA); Janie Mason (AK); Jeffrey Jones (AK); Jill Boxer (AL); 
Jose Romano; Baker, Josh; Haltiwanger, Katherine; Kim Genardo (NC); Kirk Sims (MS); 
Mark Robbins (AK); Martin Kent (VA); Natalie Joubert; Nate Hickman (TX); Nick Tew (AL); 
Randall Ruaro (AK); Sara Benhauser (VA); Shana Gooch (TX); Sharon Leighow (AK); 
Stefanie Moreland (AK); Tony Almeida (NC)

Cc: kip.knudson@alaska.gov; Nathan Butzlaff (nathan.butzlaff@alaska.gov)
Subject: OCS Gov Support for Offshore Legislation
Attachments: HR 2231 and HR 1613 Parnell OCS Governors Letter (062513).pdf

Dear OCS Governors Coalition Reps:

Governor Parnell's staff would like to alert you to a letter sent to U.S. House Speaker Boehner and Minority Leader 
Pelosi late yesterday on behalf of the Coalition. The letter underscores the governors' support for two pieces of 
legislation, H.R. 2231, the "Offshore Energy & Jobs Act," and H.R. 1613, the "Outer Continental Shelf Transboundary 
Hydrocarbon Agreements Authorization Act." This support is due to the bills' inclusion of measures that would expand 
revenue-sharing to all coastal states and would expand offshore leasing to new areas, including in the Atlantic. These 
two bills will be up for consideration by the full House later today. The letter is attached and will be available on the OCS 
Governors' website later this afternoon at this link.

On a related note, the Coalition has a pending letter to be signed by the full Coalition that will be sent to each of the 101 
U.S. Senators and Representatives from the 8 OCS Governors states. This letter introduces the Coalition to the 
Congressmen and reviews some of the group's policy objectives. Many of you have already approved the language and 
worked with Gov. Parnell's office on the electronic signatory process. If you have not done so, please contact Nathan 
(cc'd) or myself. Additional news on the status of the letter and its intended release date will be shared with the group in 
the near future.

Sincerely,

Natalie

Natalie Joubert
Consumer Energy Alliance
1666 K Street, NW Suite 500
Washington, DC 20006 
(202MgMggl(office)

ConsumerEnergyAlliance.org

CONSUMER ALLIANCE
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The Honorable Sean Parnell, Governor of Alaska (Chair) 
The Honorable Bobby Jindal, Governor of Louisiana
The Honorable Rick Perry, Governor of Texas
The Honorable Phil Bryant, Governor of Mississippi 
The Honorable Robert Bentley, Governor of Alabama 
The Honorable Nikki Haley, Governor of South Carolina 
The Honorable Robert McDonnell, Governor of Virginia 
The Honorable Pat McCrory, Governor of North Carolina

June 25, 2013

The Honorable John Boehner
Speaker of the House
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
House Democratic Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Boehner and Minority Leader Pelosi,

On behalf of the members of the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS ) Governors Coalition, I am writing 
to you in support of H.R. 2231, the Offshore Energy and Jobs Act, and H.R. 1613, the Outer 
Continental Shelf Transboundary Hydrocarbon Agreements Authorization Act. I understand that 
the House of Representatives will vote on these bills in the near future. These pieces of legislation 
advance the policy goals of the OCS Governors Coalition, namely expanding areas available for 
offshore energy development, and expanding OCS revenue sharing.

In particular, the Offshore Energy and Jobs Bill requires the Obama Administration to open new 
areas in the OCS for energy production by mandating a new OCS lease plan by 2015, conduct 
additional lease sales off the west and east coasts, and expand OCS revenue sharing beyond the Gulf 
Coast states. The Outer Continental Shelf Transboundary Hydrocarbon Agreements Authorization 
Act formally authorizes new oil and gas exploration and development along the United States- 
Mexico mantime border in the Gulf of Mexico.

The governors who are members of this coalition look forward to the enactment of these important 
pieces of legislation.

Governor of Maska
Chair, Outer Continental Shelf Governors Coalition



Baker, Josh

From: Natalie Joubert <NJoubert@hbwresources.com>
Sent: Monday, July 01, 2013 4:06 PM
To: Baker, Josh
Cc: kip.knudson@alaska.gov; Nathan Butzlaff (nathan.butzlaff@alaska.gov)
Subject: OCS Governors Coalition - Letter & Charleston Meeting
Attachments: Congressional OSCGC Intro Letter Draft (043013).docx

Hi Josh,

Thank you for chatting with me this afternoon. As we discussed, the Coalition would like to confirm Governor Haley's 
participation in a few upcoming activities.

First, the Coalition would like to send the attached letter to the 101 U.S. Senators and Representatives from the 8 
member states. The letter reviews the Coalition's policy objectives and urges the Members to act in concert on OCS 
energy issues. Each of the other states has agreed to sign-on to this language. Ideally, the Coalition would like to send 
next week. Please let us know at your earliest convenience if your office has any edits. If you approve the letter, please 
work with Nathan (cc'd) to authorize use of an electronic signature.

Second, we like to begin discussions about the next OCS Governors Coalition, to be tentatively held in Charleston on 
Sept 15-16 (in conjunction with the RGA meetings). As the host state, Gov. Parnell's office and CEA would like to begin 
coordinating with your office on invites, agenda, and other logistics. I understand your office is working to identify staff 
to coordinate this meeting. If possible, Gov. Parnell's staff and I would like to hold a teleconference after the Fourth of 
July holiday with your office to begin planning this meeting.

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to Kip, Nathan or myself.

Thank you,

Natalie

Natalie Joubert
Consumer Energy Alliance
1666 K Street, NW Suite 500
Washington, DC 20006
(202) 429-4931 (office)

ConsumerEnergyAlliance.org
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The Honorable Sean Parnell, Governor of Alaska (Chair) 
The Honorable Bobby Jindal, Governor of Louisiana 
The Honorable Rick Perry, Governor of Texas 
The Honorable Phil Bryant, Governor of Mississippi 
The Honorable Robert Bentley, Governor of Alabama 
The Honorable Nikki Haley, Governor of South Carolina 
The Honorable Robert McDonnell, Governor of Virginia 
The Honorable Pat McCrory, Governor of North Carolina

April 28, 2013

The Honorable [Name of U.S. House Member or U.S. Senator]
[Office Address]
[U.S. Senate or U.S. House of Representatives]
Washington, DC [Zip Code]

Dear [Tide and Last Name of House Member or Senator],

The Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Governors Coalition is a group of coastal state governors who 
joined together in May 2011 to promote a constructive dialogue on OCS energy-resource planning 
and development between coastal state governors and federal policy makers. As governors, all 
Coalition members support policies that encourage expansion of all forms of American energy 
production — both onshore and offshore.,

As required under the 1953 Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, federal decisions regarding energy 
exploration and production on the OCS must be made in consultation with affected states. 
However, in recent years, the federal government has taken significant actions affecting OCS energy 
development having had litde consultation with the states. We have each joined the Coalition to 
foster a more productive dialogue between the federal government and the coastal states on OCS 
resource evaluation, sustainable development, and other offshore energy policy matters.

We believe the Coalition’s collective voice has been effective at amplifying support for OCS energy 
development. Yet, we can do more. During this Congress, legislators will consider several matters 
that directly and indirecdy affect the future of offshore energy development. As our federal 
representatives, we strongly urge you to act in concert to champion OCS energy and, by effect, the 
vitality of our coastal and state economies.

In particular, the OCS Governors Coalition supports:

1) Advancing revenue sharing for all coastal states. Currently, the Atlantic coast states and 
Alaska are generally not eligible to share in revenues generated by oil, gas, and renewable 
energy development in the OCS. These states should be treated equitably with all states.

2) Expanding access to OCS frontier areas. The pace of lease sales has slowed. In August 2012, 
the Department of the Interior (DOI) approved the Five-Year Plan for Oil and Gas Leasing 
for 2012-2017. In that plan, the Department did not open access to any new frontiers



Recipients 
[Date] 
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through 2017 — including leases in the Atlantic, despite the fact that a lease sale off Virginia 
had been included in a previous five-year plan - and postponed all Arctic OCS lease sales by 
one year from the date proposed in the draft plan. As it stands, 85 percent of America’s OCS 
is closed to oil and natural gas exploration.

3) Ensuring an efficient and consistent regulatory regime for development of oil, gas, and 
renewable energy resources in the OCS. Of note, the Coalition urges DOI to release its 
proposed rule that will govern the allocation of Phase II: Gulf of Mexico Energy Security 
Act (GOMESA) revenue-sharing funds to the Gulf Coast states.

4) Improving understanding of potential energy resources adjacent to coastal states. In the 
FY2010 House Interior Appropriations bill, Congress instructed DOI to provide a timeline 
for its completion of a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) that would 
allow seismic activity to occur in the Atlantic. At the time, DOI responded that a Final PEIS 
would be issued in April 2012. A final PEIS has yet to be issued.

The OCS Governors Coalition hopes to cultivate a substantive, ongoing dialogue with Obama 
Administration officials on the opportunities and challenges facing offshore energy development, 
including the priorities mentioned in this letter. As the Coalition pursues these efforts, we encourage 
Congress to develop similar relationships and encourage the administration to pursue decision­
making in a transparent, collective manner that values the opinion of state and local leaders. The 
Coalition has already communicated many of the concerns highlighted in this letter with Interior 
Secretary Sally Jewell. We hope you will do the same.

In closing, feel free to utilize the OCS Governors Coalition as a source of information and advocacy 
on OCS issues. If you would like more information about the OCS Governors Coalition, please visit 
our website at www.ocsgovemors.org or contact Mr. Kip Knudson, the Director of State/Federal 
Relations for Alaska Governor Sean Parnell, who serves as chair of the Coalition. You may reach 
Mr. Knudson at 202-624-5859 or via e-mail at kip.knudson@alaska.gov.

Regards,

The Honorable Sean Parnell 
Governor of Alaska (Chait)

The Honorable Bobby Jindal
Governor of Louisiana

The Honorable Rick Perry The Honorable Phil Bryant

http://www.ocsgovemors.org
mailto:kip.knudson@alaska.gov


Recipients 
[Date] 
Page 3

Governor of Texas Governor of Mississippi

The Honorable Robert Bentley 
Governor of Alabama

The Honorable Nikki Haley 
Governor of South Carolina

The Honorable Robert McDonnell
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia

The Honorable Pat McCrory 
Governor of North Carolina

cc: [Name of State] Congressional Delegation



Baker, Josh

From: Natalie Joubert <NJoubert@hbwresources.com>
Sent: Friday, July 12, 2013 3:24 PM
To: Baker, Josh
Subject: RE: OCS Governors Coalition - Letter & Charleston Meeting

Hi Josh -

I'm following up to a voicemail that I left you on Wednesday regarding my discussion with Gov. Parnell's office on the 
OCS Gov. meeting in South Carolina.

If you could reach out to me when you're available, the Coalition would like to make a decision whether to move 
forward with planning for Sept 15-16 in Charleston or begin discussing alternative dates and location for its next 
meeting.

My desk is 202-429-4931.

Thank you,

Natalie

From: Natalie Joubert
Sent: Tuesday, July 09, 2013 5:40 PM
To: ’LeMoine, Leigh1
Subject: RE: OCS Governors Coalition - Letter & Charleston Meeting

Thank you, Leigh. I'll be in touch after I meet with Gov. Parnell's staff.

From: LeMoine, Leigh [mailto:LeiqhLeMoine(a)qov.sc.govl
Sent: Tuesday, July 09, 2013 5:07 PM
To: Natalie Joubert
Subject: RE: OCS Governors Coalition - Letter & Charleston Meeting

Hi Natalie, I'm in a holding pattern as we work on the Governor's schedule. I'm willing to speak with you on the 
prospective of the event, but I do not have clarity on the schedule at this point.

Thanks,
Leigh

From: Natalie Joubert rmailto:NJoubert@hbwresources.coml
Sent: Tuesday, July 09, 2013 5:01 PM
To: LeMoine, Leigh
Subject: RE: OCS Governors Coalition - Letter & Charleston Meeting

Hi Leigh,

I'll be meeting with Gov. Parnell's office tomorrow to discuss this event and map out a potential agenda. Would you 
have time tomorrow afternoon or later this week to discuss with Gov. Parnell's office and me?
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Thank you,

Natalie

Natalie Joubert
Consumer Energy Alliance
1666 K Street, NW Suite 500
Washington, DC 20006
(202) 429-4931 (office)
(202) 4MM0(mobile)
ConsumerEnerfiyAlliance.org
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From: Natalie Joubert
Sent: Wednesday, July 03, 2013 2:30 PM
To: leiqhlemoine@qov.sc.qov
Cc: Nathan Butzlaff (nathan.butzlaff@alaska.qov): Baker, Josh (JoshBaker@qov.sc.qov)
Subject: FW: OCS Governors Coalition - Letter & Charleston Meeting

Hi Leigh,

In following up to my voicemail, I wanted to discuss with you an upcoming OCS Governors Coalition meeting on 
September 15-16 that Governor Haley agreed to host with Governor Parnell in Charleston. Do you have availability to 
discuss this event with myself and Governor Parnell's staff early next week?

We would need to review with you logistics (event locations, timing), invitations, and the agenda for the meeting.

Please let me know your availability and I can forward teleconference information.

Sincerely,

Natalie

Natalie Joubert
Consumer Energy Alliance
1666 K Street, NW Suite 500
Washington, DC 20006
(202) 429-4931 (office)

(mobile)
ConsumerEnergyAlliance.org

CONSUMER INfWOT ALLIANCE
wet o* BuesH* oowsuwe*
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From: Baker, Josh [mailto:JoshBaker@qov.sc.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, July 02, 2013 11:28 AM
To: Natalie Joubert
Subject: RE: OCS Governors Coalition - Letter & Charleston Meeting

Natalie,

We're fine with the letter. For conference logistics, please coordinate with Leigh LeMoine, leighlemoine@gov.sc.gov; 
she's the best single point of contact for now.

Best,
Josh

From: Natalie Joubert rmailto:NJoubert@hbwresources.com1
Sent: Monday, July 01, 2013 4:06 PM
To: Baker, Josh
Cc: kip.knudson@alaska.qov; Nathan Butzlaff (nathan.butzlaff@alaska.qov)
Subject: OCS Governors Coalition - Letter & Charleston Meeting

Hi Josh,

Thank you for chatting with me this afternoon. As we discussed, the Coalition would like to confirm Governor Haley's 
participation in a few upcoming activities.

First, the Coalition would like to send the attached letter to the 101 U.S. Senators and Representatives from the 8 
member states. The letter reviews the Coalition's policy objectives and urges the Members to act in concert on OCS 
energy issues. Each of the other states has agreed to sign-on to this language. Ideally, the Coalition would like to send 
next week. Please let us know at your earliest convenience if your office has any edits. If you approve the letter, please 
work with Nathan (cc'd) to authorize use of an electronic signature.

Second, we like to begin discussions about the next OCS Governors Coalition, to be tentatively held in Charleston on 
Sept 15-16 (in conjunction with the RGA meetings). As the host state, Gov. Parnell's office and CEA would like to begin 
coordinating with your office on invites, agenda, and other logistics. I understand your office is working to identify staff 
to coordinate this meeting. If possible, Gov. Parnell's staff and I would like to hold a teleconference after the Fourth of 
July holiday with your office to begin planning this meeting.

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to Kip, Nathan or myself.

Thank you,

Natalie

Natalie Joubert
Consumer Energy Alliance 
1666 K Street, NW Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20006 
(202) 429-4931 (office)

ConsumerEnergyAlliance.org

25

mailto:JoshBaker@qov.sc.gov
mailto:leighlemoine@gov.sc.gov
mailto:NJoubert@hbwresources.com1
mailto:kip.knudson@alaska.qov
mailto:nathan.butzlaff@alaska.qov
ConsumerEnergyAlliance.org


LAWN ALLIANCE
w wo: & w< gwgw egwiuyii:

26



Baker, Josh

From: Williams, Kate (Energy) < Kate_Williams@energy.senate.gov>
Sent: Monday, July 15, 2013 11:49 AM
To: Baker, Josh; Pederson, Spencer (Scott)
Subject: 
Attachments:

RE: Revenue sharing hearing
130710 FAIR Act v2 Final JAC13446.pdf

Thank you Josh,

Attached is a copy of the bill (S.1273). Below is a summary of the bill. If you have any questions, please feel free to give 
me a call or email. Thanks again for your help.

Kate

Bill summary:
The bill extends offshore revenue sharing for oil and gas to all coastal states. 27.5% of these revenues are directed to 
coastal states. 25% of this amount is directed to "coastal political subdivisions" (county-equivalents. How these funds 
are spent is left to the discretion of the states and CPSs which are best positioned to determine their needs in light of 
and to respond to increased development. Coastal states may receive an additional 10% of offshore revenues if they 
establish funds in their treasuries to support projects and activities related to alternative and renewable energy, energy 
R&D, energy efficiency, or conservation. This amount is not shared with coastal political subdivisions. Revenue sharing 
is limited to states within a particular OCS region or planning area (i.e. Alaska OCS region, Pacific OCS region, Gulf of 
Mexico OCS region, North Atlantic planning area; Mid-Atlantic planning area, South Atlantic planning area). For 
example, this means that revenues from Virginia's OCS are shared only with other states in the Mid-Atlantic planning 
area, and would not be shared with any states in the North Atlantic planning area such as New Jersey.

In Alaska, 90% of the funds for coastal political subdivisions are divided between the boroughs closest to the leased 
areas and 10% are split evenly among other boroughs determined by the State of Alaska to be "significant staging areas" 
for offshore development. For CPSs in the other coastal states, these funds are divided between the CPSs based on the 
same formula used to distribute funds under the Coastal Impact Assistance Program (i.e. population, miles of coastline, 
distance from leased areas). The Alaska "exception" ensures only boroughs actually impacted by development receive 
revenue sharing funds. For example, the Municipality of Anchorage will not receive revenue sharing from Beaufort or 
Chukchi leases, unless the Muni is determined to be a significant staging area. Conversely, the North Slope Borough will 
not receive revenue sharing from Cook Inlet leases.

The bill also extends the offshore and onshore revenue sharing programs to revenues from the development of 
alternative and renewable energy sources. Alternative and renewable energy is defined to mean energy from wind, 
solar or ocean (tidal, wave, current) sources. Currently, states receive 50% of the revenues from the development of 
coal, oil and natural gas on federal lands within their borders (though language in the past several Interior 
Appropriations bills has taken 2% of the states' share for administration).

The bill amends the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006 so these states (Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas) 
may receive revenues from Gulf leases sooner, beginning in FY2014 rather than in FY2017. [Note: The Gulf states 
currently receive some revenues from a limited number of leases entered into before GOMESA.) Under GOMESA, 
revenue sharing for the Gulf states is capped at §500 million annually from FY2016-FY2055. Under the FAIR Act, revenue 
sharing is capped at $500 million in FY2014 with the cap increasing by $100 million each fiscal year until 2024. After 
2024, there is no cap on the amount of revenues the Gulf states may receive. In addition, beginning tn FY2014, $62.5 
million annually in Gulf of Mexico revenues is directed to the Land and Water Conservation Fund. This is similar to what 
already occurs under GOMESA, but ensures that the amount to the LWCF does not continue to increase as revenue 
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sharing payments to the Gulf states increases. The FAIR Act does not amend the percentage of revenue sharing the Gulf 
states will receive, which is 37.5% under GOMESA.

From: Baker, Josh [mailto:JoshBaker@gov.sc.gov]
Sent: Monday, July 15, 2013 11:37 AM
To: Pederson, Spencer (Scott)
Cc: Williams, Kate (Energy)
Subject: Re: Revenue sharing hearing

Spencer,

Thank you for the invitation and introduction to Kate.

I have put the Governor's schedule on alert and I expect to hear form her shortly. In the mean time, if you could send me 
information on the bill and the current bill itself, that would be helpful in focusing our remarks.

I'm out of the office most of this week, but will give you a call if when/if I get schedule confirmation.

Best,

Josh

From: Pederson, Spencer (Scott) rmailto:Spencer Pederson@scott.senate.qov1
Sent: Monday, July 15, 2013 10:55 AM
To: Baker, Josh
Cc: Williams, Kate (Energy) <Kate Williams@enerqy,senate.qov>
Subject: Revenue sharing hearing

Josh,
Good morning and I hope you two had a nice weekend. Thanks for the conversation last week about revenue sharing— 
it was helpful to better understand the Governor's perspective. I'm emailing because Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee is ready to send out invitations for the July 23 hearing on revenue sharing and they were hoping 
that Governor Haley would be able to make the trip up to testify. I know it's cutting it close but I am Ccing Kate Williams 
with Senate ENR who is handling this hearing for Ranking Member Murkowski and can answer any and all questions you 
might have.

It would be great it if worked out and I know Senator Scott would enjoy having the Governor testify if it works with her 
schedule. Thanks and look forward to speaking with you soon.

Spencer

Spencer Pederson
Legislative Assistant
LLS. Senator Tim Scott
1 67 Russell Senate Office Building
p. 202/224.6121
Website | Face book I YouTube I Twitter
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.JAC13446 S.L.C.

113tii CONGRESS
1st Session s.

To establish a partnership between States that produce energy onshore and 
offshore for our country with the Federal Government.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Ms. Murkowski (for herself and Ms. Landrieu) introduced the following
bill; which w;iis read twice and referred to the Committee on

A BILL
To establish a partnership between States that produce en­

ergy onshore and offshore for our country with the Fed­
eral Government.

1 Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tires of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

4 This Act may be cited as the ‘"Fixing America’s In-

5 ec|uities with Revenues Act of 2013” or the “FAIR Act

6 of 2013”.

7 SEC. 2. DISTRIBUTION OF REVENUES TO COASTAL STATES.

8 Section 9 of the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act

9 (43 U.S.C. 1338) is amended to read as follows:
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“SEC. 9. DISPOSITION OF REVENUES.

“(a) Definitions.—In this section-.

“(1) Alternative and renewable en­

ergy.—The term ‘alternative and renewable energy’ 

means energy derived from a wind, solar, or ocean 

(including' tidal, wave, and current) source.

“(2) Coastal political subdivision.—The 

term ‘coastal political subdivision’ means a county­

equivalent subdivision of a coastal State all or part 

of which—

“(A) lies within the coastal zone (as de­

fined in section 304 of the Coastal Zone Man­

agement Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1453)); and

“(B) the closest point of which is not more 

than 200 nautical miles from the geographical 

center of any leased tract.

“(3) Coastal state.—

“(A) In general.—The term ‘coastal 

State’ means a State with a coastal seaward 

boundary within 200 nautical miles distance of 

the geographical center of a leased tract in an 

outer Continental Shelf region adjacent to the 

State.

“(B) Exclusion.—The term ‘coastal

State’ does riot include a coastal State, the ma-
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joritv of the coastline of which is subject to a 

leasi n g nioratoriuin.

“(4) Distance.—The terms ‘distance’ and "dis­

tances’ mean minimum great circle distance and dis- 

ta nces, respectively.

“(5) Leased TRACT.—The term ‘leased tract’ 

means a tract or other area leased or made available 

for the exploration, development, or production of 

oil, natural gas, or alternative or renewable energy.

“(6) Leasing moratorium.—The term ‘leas­

ing moratorium’ means any State or Federal prohi­

bition on the development of oil, natural gas, and al­

ternative and renewable energy" sources, including 

preleasing, leasing, and related activities, on the 

outer Continental Shelf.

“(7) Outer continental shelf region.— 

The term ‘outer Continental Shelf region’ means— 

“(A) the Alaska outer Continental Shelf 

region;

“(B) the North Atlantic planning area (as 

described in the 2012-2017 Outer Continental 

Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program);

“(C) the Mid-Atlantie planning area (as 

described in the 2012-2017 Outer Continental 

Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program);
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“(D) the South Atlantic planning area (as 

described in the 2012-2017 Outer Continental 

Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program);

“(E) the Gulf of Mexico outer Continental 

Shelf region; or

“(F) the Pacific outer Continental Shelf 

region.

“(8) Secretary.—The term ‘Secretary’ means 

the Secretary of the Interior.

“(b) Coastal State Revenue Sharing for

Ou

“(1) In general.—Subject to the other provi­

sions of this section, for fiscal year 2014 and each 

subsequent fiscal year—

“(A) the Secretary of the Interior shall de­

posit in a special account in the Treasury, 37.5 

percent of all revenues derived from all rentals, 

royalties, bonus bids, and other sums due and 

payable to the United States from the develop­

ment of oil, natural gas, and alternative and re­

newable energy on the outer Continental Shelf; 

and

“(B) the Secretary shall, in accordance 

with subsection (b), disburse—
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“(i) 27.5 percent of the revenues de­

scribed in subparagraph (A) to coastal 

States and coastal political subdivisions; 

and

“(ii) 10 percent of the revenues to 

coastal States that establish funds in the 

treasuries of the coastal States to support 

projects and activities relating to alter­

native or renewable energy, energy re­

search and development, energy efficiency, 

or conservation.

“(2) Exclusions.—The revenues described in 

paragraph (1) do not include—

“(A) the qualified outer Continental Shelf 

revenues described in the third proviso under 

the heading ‘ocean energy management’ 

under the heading ‘BUREAU OF OCEAN EN­

ERGY Management’ of title I of the Depart­

ment of the Interior, Environment, and Related 

Agencies Appropriations Act, 2012 (division E 

of Public Law 112-74; 125 Stat. 994);

“(B) revenues from the forfeiture of a 

bond or other surety securing obligations other 

than royalties, civil penalties, or royalties taken 

by the Secretary in-kind and not sold; or
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“(C) revenues generated from leases—

“(i) subject to—

“(I) section 8(g);

"(II) section 8(p)(2)(B);

"(III) the Gulf of Mexico Energy 

Security Act of 2006 (43 U.S.C. 1331 

note; Public Law 109-432); or

“(ii) in the Gulf of Mexico before the 

date of enactment of the Gulf of Mexico 

Energy Security Act of 2006 (43 U.S.C. 

1331 note; Public Law 109-432).

“(3) Allocation among coastal states

AND COASTAL POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS.—

“(A) In GENERAL.—Subject to subpara­

graph (B), for each fiscal year, the amount 

made available under paragraph (1) from any 

lease shall be allocated to each coastal State in 

amounts (based on a formula established by the 

Secretary by regulation) that are inversely pro­

portional to the respective distances between 

the point on the coastline of each coastal State 

that is closest to the geographic center of the 

applicable leased tract and the geographic cen­

ter of the leased tract.
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“(B) Limitation.—The allocable share of 

a coastal State is limited to the revenues col­

lected from a leased tract located no more than 

200 nautical miles from the coastline of the 

coastal State and within the outer Continental 

Shelf region of the coastal State.

“(C) Payments to coastal political 

subdivisions.—

“(i) In general.—The Secretary 

shall pay 25 percent of the allocable share 

of each coastal State, as determined under 

subparagraph (A), to the coastal political 

subdivisions of the coastal State.

“(ii) Allocation.—The amount paid 

by the Secretary to coastal political sub­

divisions shall be allocated to each coastal 

political subdivision in accordance with 

subparagraphs (B), (C), and (E) of section 

31(b)(4).

“(iii) Exception for the state of 

ALASKA.-—For purposes of carrying out 

this subparagraph in the State of Alaska, 

of the amount paid by the Secretary to 

coastal political subdivisions—
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“(I) 90 percent shall be allocated 

in amounts (based on a formula es­

tablished by the Secretary by regula­

tion) that are inversely proportional to 

the respective distances between the 

point in each coastal political subdivi­

sion that is closest to the geographic 

(‘enter of the applicable leased tract 

and the geographic center of the 

leased tract; and

“(II) 10 percent shall be divided 

equally among each county-equivalent 

subdivision of the State of Alaska, all 

or part of which lies within the coastal 

zone (as defined in section 304 of the 

Coastal Zone Management Act of 

1972 (16 U.S.C. 1453), that —

"(aa) is more than 200 nau­

tical miles from the geographic 

center of a leased tract; and

“(bb) the State of Alaska 

determines to be a significant 

staging area for oil and gas serv­

icing, supply vessels, operations, 

suppliers, or workers.”.
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SEC. 3. REVENUE SHARING FOR CERTAIN ONSHORE EN­

ERGY SOURCES.

Section 35 of the Mineral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 

191) is amended by adding at the end the following:

“(d) Revenue Sharing for Certain Onshore 

Energy Sources.—The Secretary of the Interior shall 

disburse 50 percent of all revenues derived from all rent­

als, operating fees, royalties, bonus bids, rights-of-way, 

and other amounts due and payable to the United States 

from the development of alternative or renewable onshore 

energy sources to the State within the boundaries of which 

the energy source is located.”.

SEC. 4. DISTRIBUTION OF REVENUES TO GULF PRODUCING 

STATES.

(a) Definition of Qualified Outer Conti­

nental Shelf Revenues.—Section 102(9) of the Gulf 

of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006 (43 U.S.C. 1331 

note; Public Law 109-432) is amended by striking sub­

paragraphs (A) and (B) inserting the following:

“(A) Ln general.—The term ‘qualified 

outer Continental Shelf revenues’ means all 

rentals, royalties, bonus bids, and other sums 

due and payable to the United States received 

on or after October 1, 2013, from leases en­

tered into on or after the date of enactment of 

Public Law 109-432 for the portions of the
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Western Gulf of Mexico planning area, the Cen­

tral Gulf of Mexico planning area, and the 

Eastern Gulf of Mexico planning area not sub­

ject to a leasing moratorium under section 

104(a) of the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security 

Act of *2006 (43 U.S.C. 1331 note; Public Law 

109-432).

“(B) Exclusions.—The term ‘qualified 

outer Continental Shelf revenues’ does not in­

clude—

“(i) the qualified outer Continental

Shelf revenues described in the third pro­

viso under the heading ‘ocean energy 

management' under the heading ‘BUREAU 

of Ocean Energy Management’ of title 

I of the Department of the Interior, Envi­

ronment. and Related Agencies Appropria­

tions Act, 2012 (division E of Public Law 

112-74; 125 Stat. 994);

“(ii) the qualified outer Continental

Shelf revenues described in the third pro­

viso under the heading “offshore safety 

and environmental enforcement’ 

under the heading ‘Bureau of Safety 

and Environmental Enforcement’ of
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title I of the Department of the Interior, 

Environment, and Related Agencies Appro­

priations Act, 2012 (division E of Public 

Law 112-74; 425 Stat. 995);

“(iii) revenues from the forfeiture of a 

bond or other surety securing obligations 

other than royalties, civil penalties, or roy­

alties taken by the Secretary in-kind and 

not sold; or

“(iv) revenues generated from leases 

subject to subsection (g) or (p)(2)(B) of 

section 8 of the Outer Continental Shelf 

Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1337).”.

(b) Disposition of Qualified Outer Conti­

nental Siielf Revenues.—Section 105 of the Gulf of 

Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006 (43 U.S.C. 1331 

note; Public Law 109-432) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), in the matter preceding 

paragraph (1), by striking “shall deposit” and all 

that follows through the period at the end of para­

graph (2)(B) and inserting the following:

“shall deposit-—

“(1) in a special account in the Treasury—

“(A) 37.5 percent of qualified outer Conti­

nental Shelf revenues, which the Secretary shall
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disburse to Gulf producing States in accordance 

with subsection (b); and

“(B) $62,500,000, which the Secretary 

shall disburse to provide financial assistance to 

States in accordance with section 6 of the Land 

and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 (16 

U.S.C. 4601-8), which shall be considered in­

come to the Land and Water Conservation 

Fund for purposes of section 2 of that Act (16 

U.S.C. 4601-5); and

“(2) the remainder of qualified outer Conti­

nental Shelf revenues in the general fund of the 

Treasury.”.

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking “(1) ALLOCATION'” and 

all that follows through “subsection

(a)(2)(A) ” in subparagraph (A) and insert­

ing the following:

“(1) Allocation among gulf producing 

STATES.—

“(A) In GENERAL.—Effective beginning in 

fiscal year 2014, the amount made available 

under subsection (a)(1)(A)”;

(ii) in subparagraph (A)—
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(I) by inserting “each historical 

lease site and the geographic center of 

the historical lease site, as determined 

by the Secretary” after “closest to the 

geographic center of”; and

(II) by striking “the applicable 

leased tract, and the geographic center 

of the leased tract”; and

(iii) by striking subparagraph (15);

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking “(2)” and 

all that follows through “(C) historical lease 

sites” and inserting “(B) HISTORICAL lease 

SITES”;

(C) in paragraph (l)(B)(i) (as so redesig­

nated)—

(i) by striking “subparagraph (A)(ii)” 

and inserting “subparagraph (A)”; and

(ii) by striking “December 31, 2015” 

and inserting “December 31, 2012”;

(D) by redesignating paragraph (3) as 

paragraph (2); and

(E) in paragraph (2) (as so redesignated), 

in subparagraph (A), by striking “paragraphs

(1) and (2)” and inserting “paragraph (1)”; 

and
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(3) by striking’ subsection (f) and inserting the 

following:

“(f) Limitations on Amount of Distributed 

Qualified Outer Continental Shelf Revenues.— 

“(1) Distribution to gulf producing

STATES.—

“(A) In GENERAL.—Subject to subpara­

graphs (B) and (C), the total amount of (nulli­

fied outer Continental Shelf revenues distrib­

uted under subsection (a)(1)(A) shall not ex­

ceed $500,000,000 for fiscal year 2014.

“(B) Cap increase for gulf producing 

states.—In the case of the qualified outer 

Continental Shelf revenues distributed to Gulf 

producing States under subsection (a)(1)(A), 

the cap on amounts specified in subparagraph

(A) shall be for—

“(i) fiscal year 2015, $600,000,000; 

and

“(ii) each of fiscal years 2016 through 

2024, the applicable amount for the pre­

vious fiscal year increased by 

$100,000,000.

“(C) Subsequent fiscal years.—For 

fiscal year 2025 and each fiscal year thereafter,
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all (nullified outer Continental Shelf revenues 

made available under subsection (a)(1)(A) shall 

be made available without limitation for alloca­

tion to the Gulf producing States in accordance 

with subsection (b).

“(2) Pro rata reductions.—If paragraph (1) 

limits the amount of qualified outer Continental 

Shelf revenues that would be paid under subsection 

(a)(1)(A)—

“(A) the Secretary shall reduce the amount 

of qualified outer Continental Shelf revenues 

provided to each recipient on a pro rata basis; 

and

“(B) any remainder of the qualified outer 

Continental Shelf revenues shall revert to the 

general fund of the Treasury.".

SEC. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act and the amendments made by this Act take 

effect on October 1, 2013.



Baker, Josh

From: Natalie Joubert <NJoubert@hbwresources.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2013 4:23 PM
To: Amy Dobson (AK); Chip Kline (LA); Chris Champion (MS); Cindy Sims (AK); Dan Wilmot 

(TX); David Holt CEA; Doug Domenech (VA); Elizabeth Bluemink (AK); Garret Graves (LA); 
I'man Robinson (VA); Janie Mason (AK); Jeffrey Jones (AK); Jill Boxer (AL); Jose Romano; 
Baker, Josh; Haltiwanger, Katherine; Kim Genardo (NC); Kirk Sims (MS); Mark Robbins 
(AK); Martin Kent (VA); Nate Hickman (TX); Nick Tew (AL); Randall Ruaro (AK); Sara 
Benhauser (VA); Shana Gooch (TX); Sharon Leighow (AK); Stefanie Moreland (AK); Tony 
Almeida (NC)

Cc: Nathan Butzlaff (nathan.butzlaff@alaska.gov); kip.knudson@alaska.gov
Subject: OCS Gov Letter to Congress - Releasing This Week
Attachments: AK_Senator BegichjDCS Govsjuly 2013.pdf

Dear OCS Governors Representatives,

On behalf of Governor Parnell's office, thank you to everyone who helped review and approve the OCS Governors 
Coalition letter to the congressional delegations of our eight member states. Now that we have received final approval 
for the letter, Governor Parnell's staff will begin circulating letters later this week to each of the 101 U.S. Senators and 
Representatives from our member states (AK, AL, LA, MS, NC, SC, TX and VA). Each Member of Congress will receive a 
unique letter, and we will distribute those letters sent to your congressional delegation to each governor's office 
separately. I've attached a copy of a final letter as an example.

As a reminder, this letter introduces the Coalition to each member's congressional delegations and urges these 
Members of Congress to support policies important to the mission of the OCS Governors Coalition.

For this distribution, Gov. Parnell's office has decided not to issue a press statement, but will post the letter to the OCS 
Governors website, ocsgovernors.org. However, the Coalition encourages each member state to issue its own release 
and share a copy of the letter with its media contacts.

Governor Parnell's office will share any feedback that it receives from the letter with the group, and they encourage 
other offices to do the same.

We can discuss additional follow-up steps to the letter on the next OCS Governors Coalition teleconference, for which a 
notice will be circulated in the near future.

Thank you, and please let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Natalie

Natalie Joubert
Consumer Energy Alliance
1666 K Street, NW Suite 500
Washington, DC 20006
(202) 42JM931 (office)

(mobile)
ConsumerEnergvAlliance.org

1
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The Honorable Sean Parnell, Governor of Alaska (Chair) 
The Honorable Bobby Jindal, Governor of Louisiana
The Honorable Rick Perry, Governor of Texas
The Honorable Phil Bryant, Governor of Mississippi
The Honorable Robert Bentley, Governor of Alabama 
The Honorable Nikld Haley, Governor of South Carolina 
The Honorable Robert McDonnell, Governor of Virginia 
The Honorable Pat McCrory, Governor of North Carolina

July 17, 2013

The Honorable Mark Begich
111 Russell Senate Office Building
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Begich:

The Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Governors Coalition is a group of coastal state governors who 
joined together in May 2011 to promote a constructive dialogue on OCS energy-resource planning 
and development between coastal state governors and federal policy makers. As governors, all 
Coalition members support policies that encourage expansion of all forms of American energy 
production - both onshore and offshore.

As required under the 1953 Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, federal decisions regarding energy 
exploration and production on the OCS must be made in consultation with affected states. 
However, in recent years, the federal government has taken significant actions affecting OCS energy 
development having had little consultation with the states. We have each joined the Coalition to 
foster a more productive dialogue between the federal government and the coastal states on OCS 
resource evaluation, sustainable development, and other offshore energy policy matters.

We believe the Coalition’s collective voice has been effective at amplifying support for OCS energy 
development Yet, we can do more. During this Congress, legislators will consider several matters 
that directly and indirectly affect the future of offshore energy development As our federal 
representatives, we strongjy urge you to act in concert to champion OCS energy and, by effect, the 
vitality of our coastal and state economies.

In particular, the OCS Governors Coalition supports:

1) Advancing revenue sharing for all coastal states. Currently, the Atlantic coast states and 
Alaska are generally not eligible to share in revenues generated by oil, gas, and renewable 
energy development in the OCS. These states should be treated equitably with all states.

2) Expanding access to OCS frontier areas. The pace of lease sales has slowed. In August 2012, 
the Department of the Interior (DOI) approved the Five-Year Plan for Oil and Gas Leasing 
for 2012-2017. In that plan, the Department did not open access to any new frontiers 
through 2017 - including leases in the Atlantic, despite the fact that a lease sale off Virginia 
had been included in a previous five-year plan - and postponed all Arctic OCS lease sales by
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one year from the date proposed in the draft plan. As it stands, 85 percent of America’s OCS 
is closed to oil and natural gas exploration.

3) Ensuring an efficient and consistent regulatory regime for development of oil, gas, and 
renewable energy resources in the OCS. Of note, the Coalition urges DOI to release its 
proposed rule that will govern the allocation of Phase II: Gulf of Mexico Energy Security 
Act (GOMESA) revenue-sharing funds to the Gulf Coast states.

4) Improving understanding of potential energy resources adjacent to coastal states. In the 
FY2010 House Interior Appropriations bill, Congress instructed DOI to provide a timeline 
for its completion of a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) that would 
allow seismic activity to occur in the Atlantic. At the time, DOI responded that a Final PEIS 
would be issued in April 2012. A final PEIS has yet to be issued.

5) Improving management and stewardship of coastal resources related to coastal and ocean 
activities. Sustainable production of our ocean energy resources remains a high priority for 
each governor.

The OCS Governors Coalition hopes to cultivate a substantive, ongoing dialogue with Obama 
Administration officials on the opportunities and challenges facing offshore energy development, 
including the priorities mentioned in this letter. As the Coalition pursues these efforts, we encourage 
Congress to develop similar relationships and encourage the administration to pursue decision­
making in a transparent, collective manner that values the opinion of state and local leaders. The 
Coalition has already communicated many of the concerns highlighted in this letter with Interior 
Secretary Sally Jewell. We hope you will do the same.

In closing, feel free to utilize the OCS Governors Coalition as a source of information and advocacy 
on OCS issues. If you would like more information about the OCS Governors Coalition, please visit 
our website at www.ocsgovemors.org or contact Mr. Kip Knudson, the Director of State/Federal 
Relations for Alaska Governor Sean Parnell, who serves as chair of the Coalition. You may reach 
Mr. Knudson at 202-624-5859 or via e-mail at kip.knudson@alaska.gov.

Regards,

Governor of Alaska (Chair)
The Honorable Bobby Jindal
Governor of Louisiana

http://www.ocsgovemors.org
mailto:kip.knudson@alaska.gov
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The Honorable Rick Perry
Governor of Texas Governor of Mississippi

The Honorable Robert Bentley
Governor of Alabama

The Honorable Nikki Haley 
Governor of South Carolina

The Honorable Robert McDonnell
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia

The Honorable Pat McCrory 
Governor of North Carolina

cc: Alaska Congressional Delegation



Baker, Josh

From: Natalie Joubert < NJoubert@hbwresources.com >
Sent:
To:

Wednesday, July 17, 2013 4:59 PM 
Baker, Josh; Haltiwanger, Katherine

Subject: 
Attachments:

FW: OCS Gov Letter to Congress - Releasing This Week
SC.Rep Clyburn_OCS Govsjuly 2O13.pdf; SC_Rep Duncan.OCS Govsjuly 2013.pdf;
SC_Rep Gowdy_OCS Govsjuly 2013.pdf; SC_Rep Mulvaney_OCS Govsjuly 2013.pdf;
SC_Rep Rice_OCS Govsjuly 2013.pdf; SC_Rep Sanford_OCS Govsjuly 2013.pdf; SC.Rep 
Wilson.OCS Govsjuly 2013.pdf; SC_Senator GrahamjDCS Govsjuly 2013.pdf;
SC_Senator Scott_OCS Govsjuly 2013.pdf

Josh and Katherine,

Per the communication below, please find attached all of the letters that Gov. Parnell will send to the South Carolina 
delegation this week. Nathan from Gov. Parnell's office or I will confirm with you once these letters have been sent.

Thank you, and please let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Natalie

From: Natalie Joubert
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2013 4:23 PM
To: Amy Dobson (AK); ’Chip Kline (LA)'; 'Chris Champion (MS)'; 'Cindy Sims (AK)'; Dan Wilmot (TX); David Holt CEA; 
'Doug Domenech (VA)'; 'Elizabeth Bluemink (AK)'; 'Garret Graves (LA)'; T'man Robinson (VA)'; 'Janie Mason (AK)'; 'Jeffrey 
Jones (AK)'; Jill Boxer (AL); Jose Romano; 'Josh Baker (SC)'; 'Katherine Haltiwanger (SC)'; Kim Genardo (NC); 'Kirk Sims 
(MS)'; 'Mark Robbins (AK)'; Martin Kent (VA); Nate Hickman (TX); 'Nick Tew (AL)'; 'Randall Ruaro (AK)'; 'Sara Benhauser 
(VA)'; 'Shana Gooch (TX)'; Sharon Leighow (AK); Stefanie Moreland (AK); Tony Almeida (NC)
Cc: Nathan Butzlaff (nathan.butzlaff@alaska.qov); kiD.knudson@alaska.gov
Subject: OCS Gov Letter to Congress - Releasing This Week

Dear OCS Governors Representatives,

On behalf of Governor Parnell's office, thank you to everyone who helped review and approve the OCS Governors 
Coalition letter to the congressional delegations of our eight member states. Now that we have received final approval 
for the letter, Governor Parnell's staff will begin circulating letters later this week to each of the 101 U.S. Senators and 
Representatives from our member states (AK, AL, LA, MS, NC, SC, TX and VA). Each Member of Congress will receive a 
unique letter, and we will distribute those letters sent to your congressional delegation to each governor's office 
separately. I've attached a copy of a final letter as an example.

As a reminder, this letter introduces the Coalition to each member's congressional delegations and urges these 
Members of Congress to support policies important to the mission of the OCS Governors Coalition.

For this distribution, Gov. Parnell's office has decided not to issue a press statement, but will post the letter to the OCS 
Governors website, ocsgovernors.org. However, the Coalition encourages each member state to issue its own release 
and share a copy of the letter with its media contacts.

Governor Parnell's office will share any feedback that it receives from the letter with the group, and they encourage 
other offices to do the same.
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We can discuss additional follow-up steps to the letter on the next OCS Governors Coalition teleconference, for which a 
notice will be circulated in the near future.

Thank you, and please let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Natalie

Natalie Joubert
Consumer Energy Alliance 
1666 K Street, NW Suite 500
Washington, DC 20006

^202^<iBfii <office*
ConsumerEnergyAlliance.org
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The Honorable Sean Parnell, Governor of Alaska (Chair) 
The Honorable Bobby Jindal, Governor of Louisiana
The Honorable Rick Perry, Governor of Texas
The Honorable Phil Bryant, Governor of Mississippi
The Honorable Robert Bentley, Governor of Alabama 
The Honorable Nikki Haley, Governor of South Carolina 
The Honorable Robert McDonnell, Governor of Virginia 
The Honorable Pat McCrory, Governor of North Carolina

July 17, 2013

The Honorable James Clyburn
242 Cannon House Office Building
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515-4006

Dear Representative Clyburn:

The Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Governors Coalition is a group of coastal state governors who 
joined together in May 2011 to promote a constructive dialogue on OCS energy-resource planning 
and development between coastal state governors and federal policy makers. As governors, all 
Coalition members support policies that encourage expansion of all forms of American energy 
production — both onshore and offshore.

As required under the 1953 Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, federal decisions regarding energy 
exploration and production on the OCS must be made in consultation with affected states. 
However, in recent years, the federal government has taken significant actions affecting OCS energy 
development having had little consultation with the states. We have each joined the Coalition to 
foster a more productive dialogue between the federal government and the coastal states on OCS 
resource evaluation, sustainable development, and other offshore energy policy matters.

We believe the Coalition’s collective voice has been effective at -amplifying support for OCS energy 
development. Yet, we can do more. During this Congress, legislators will consider several matters 
that directly and indirectly affect the future of offshore energy development. As our federal 
representatives, we strongly urge you to act in concert to champion OCS energy and, by effect, the 
vitality of our coastal and state economies.

In particular, the OCS Governors Coalition supports:

1) Advancing revenue sharing for all coastal states. Currendy, the Atlantic coast states and 
Alaska are generally not eligible to share in revenues generated by oil, gas, and renewable 
energy development in the OCS. These states should be treated equitably with .ill states.

2) Expanding access to OCS frontier areas. The pace of lease sales has slowed. In August 2012, 
the Department of the Intenor (DOI) approved the Five-Year Plan for Oil and Gas Leasing 
for 2012-2017. In that plan, the Department did not open access to any new frontiers 
through 2017 - including leases in the Atlantic, despite the fact that a lease sale off Virginia 
had been included in a previous five-year plan - and postponed all Arctic OCS lease sales by
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one year from the date proposed in the draft plan. As it stands, 85 percent of America’s OCS 
is closed to oil and natural gas exploration.

3) Ensuring an efficient and consistent regulatory regime for development of oil, gas, and 
renewable energy resources in the OCS. Of note, the Coalition urges DOI to release its 
proposed rule that will govern the allocation of Phase II: Gulf of Mexico Energy Security 
Act (GOMESA) revenue-sharing funds to the Gulf Coast states.

4) Improving understanding of potential energy resources adjacent to coastal states. In the 
FY2010 House Interior Appropriations bill, Congress instructed DOI to provide a timeline 
for its completion of a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) that would 
allow seismic activity to occur in the Atlantic. At the time, DOI responded that a Final PEIS 
would be issued in April 2012. A final PEIS has yet to be issued.

5) Improving management and stewardship of coastal resources related to coastal and ocean 
activities. Sustainable production of our ocean energy resources remains a high priority for 
each governor.

The OCS Governors Coalition hopes to cultivate a substantive, ongoing dialogue with Obama 
Administration officials on the opportunities and challenges facing offshore energy development, 
including the priorities mentioned in this letter. As the Coalition pursues these efforts, we encourage 
Congress to develop similar relationships and encourage the administration to pursue decision­
making in a transparent, collective manner that values the opinion of state and local leaders. The 
Coalition has already communicated many of the concerns highlighted in this letter with Interior 
Secretary Sally Jewell. We hope you will do the same.

In closing, feel free to utilize the OCS Governors Coalition as a source of information and advocacy 
on OCS issues. If you would like more information about the OCS Governors Coalition, please visit 
our website at www.ocsgovernors.org or contact Mr. Kip Knudson, the Director of State/Federal 
Relations for Alaska Governor Sean Parnell, who serves as chair of the Coalition. You may reach 
Mr. Knudson at 202-624-5859 or via e-mail at kip.knudson@alaska.gov.

Regards,

Governor of Alaska (Chair)
The Honorable Bobby Jindal
Governor of Louisiana

http://www.ocsgovernors.org
mailto:kip.knudson@alaska.gov
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The Honorable Rick Perry
Governor of Texas Governor of Mississippi

The Honorable Robert Bentley 
Governor of Alabama

The Honorable Nikki Haley 
Governor of South Carolina

The Honorable Robert McDonnell
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia

The Honorable Pat McCrory 
Governor of North Carolina

cc: South Carolina Congressional Delegation



The Honorable Sean Parnell, Governor of Alaska (Chair) 
The Honorable Bobby Jindal, Governor of Louisiana
The Honorable Rick Perry, Governor of Texas
The Honorable Phil Bryant, Governor of Mississippi
The Honorable Robert Bentley, Governor of Alabama 
The Honorable Nikki Haley, Governor of South Carolina 
The Honorable Robert McDonnell, Governor of Virginia 
The Honorable Pat McCrory, Governor of North Carolina

July 17, 2013

The Honorable Jeff Duncan
116 Cannon House Office Building
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515-4003

Dear Representative Duncan:

The Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Governors Coalition is a group of coastal state governors who 
joined together in May 2011 to promote a constructive dialogue on OCS energy-resource planning 
and development between coastal state governors and federal policy makers. As governors, all 
Coalition members support policies that encourage expansion of all forms of American energy 
production — both onshore and offshore.

As required under the 1953 Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, federal decisions regarding energy 
exploration and production on the OCS must be made in consultation with affected states. 
However, in recent years, the federal government has taken significant actions affecting OCS energy 
development having had little consultation with the states. We have each joined the Coalition to 
foster a more productive dialogue between the federal government and the coastal states on OCS 
resource evaluation, sustainable development, and other offshore energy policy matters.

We believe the Coalition’s collective voice has been effective at amplifying support for OCS energy 
development. Yet, we can do more. During this Congress, legislators will consider several matters 
that directly and indirectly affect the future of offshore energy development. As our federal 
representatives, we strongly urge you to act in concert to champion OCS energy and, by effect, the 
vitality of our coastal and state economies.

In particular, the OCS Governors Coalition supports:

1) Advancing revenue sharing for all coastal states. Currently, the Atlantic coast states and 
Alaska .ire generally not eligible to share in revenues generated by oil, gas, and renewable 
energy development tn the OCS. 'Ihese states should be treated equitably with all states.

2) Expanding access to OCS frontier areas. The pace of lease sales has slowed. In August 2012, 
the Department of the Interior (DOI) approved the Five-Year Plan for Otl .and Gas Leasing 
for 2012-2017. In that plan, the Department did not open access to anv new frontiers 
through 2017 - including leases in the Arianne, despite the fact that a lease sale off Virginia 
had been included in a previous five-year plan - ,md postponed all Arctic OCS lease sales by
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one year from the date proposed in the draft plan. As it stands, 85 percent of America’s OCS 
is closed to oil and natural gas exploration.

3) Ensuring an efficient and consistent regulatory regime for development of oil, gas, and 
renewable energy resources in the OCS. Of note, the Coalition urges DOI to release its 
proposed rule that will govern the allocation of Phase II: Gulf of Mexico Energy Security 
Act (GOMESA) revenue-sharing funds to the Gulf Coast states.

4) Improving understanding of potential energy resources adjacent to coastal states. In the 
FY2010 House Interior Appropriations bill, Congress instructed DOI to provide a timeline 
for its completion of a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) that would 
allow seismic activity to occur in the Atlantic. At the time, DOI responded that a Final PEIS 
would be issued in April 2012. A final PEIS has yet to be issued.

5) Improving management and stewardship of coastal resources related to coastal and ocean 
activities. Sustainable production of our ocean energy resources remains a high priority for 
each governor.

The OCS Governors Coalition hopes to cultivate a substantive, ongoing dialogue with Obama 
Administration officials on the opportunities and challenges facing offshore energy development, 
including the priorities mentioned in this letter. As the Coalition pursues these efforts, we encourage 
Congress to develop similar relationships and encourage the administration to pursue decision­
making in a transparent, collective manner that values the opinion of state and local leaders. The 
Coalition has already communicated many of the concerns highlighted in this letter with Interior 
Secretary Sally Jewell. We hope you will do the same.

In closing, feel free to utilize the OCS Governors Coalition as a source of information and advocacy 
on OCS issues. If you would like more information about the OCS Governors Coalition, please visit 
our website at www.ocsgovemors.org or contact Mr. Kip Knudson, the Director of State/Federal 
Relations for zMaska Governor Sean Parnell, who serves as chair of the Coalition. You may reach 
Mr. Knudson at 202-624-5859 or via e-mail at kip.knudson@alaska.gov.

Regards,

The Honorable Sean Parnell 
Governor of zllaska (Chair)

The Honorable Bobby Jindal
Governor of Louisiana

http://www.ocsgovemors.org
mailto:kip.knudson@alaska.gov
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The Honorable Rick Perry
Governor of Texas Governor of Mississippi

The Honorable Robert Bentley
Governor of Alabama

The Honorable Nikki Haley 
Governor of South Carolina

The Honorable Robert McDonnell
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia

The Honorable Pat McCrory 
Governor of North Carolina

cc: South Carolina Congressional Delegation



The Honorable Sean Parnell, Governor of Alaska (Chair) 
The Honorable Bobby Jindal, Governor of Louisiana
The Honorable Rick Perry, Governor of Texas
The Honorable Phil Bryant, Governor of Mississippi
The Honorable Robert Bentley, Governor of Alabama 
The Honorable Nikki Haley, Governor of South Carolina 
The Honorable Robert McDonnell, Governor of Virginia 
The Honorable Pat McCrory, Governor of North Carolina

July 17, 2013

The Honorable Trey Gowdy
1404 Longworth House Office Building
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515-4004

Dear Representative Gowdy:

The Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Governors Coalition is a group of coastal state governors who 
joined together in May 2011 to promote a constructive dialogue on OCS energy-resource planning 
and development between coastal state governors and federal policy makers. As governors, all 
Coalition members support policies that encourage expansion of all forms of American energy 
production - both onshore and offshore.

As required under the 1953 Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, federal decisions regarding energy 
exploration and production on the OCS must be made in consultation with affected states. 
However, in recent years, the federal government has taken significant actions affecting OCS energy 
development having had little consultation with the states. We have each joined the Coalition to 
foster a more productive dialogue between the federal government and the coastal states on OCS 
resource evaluation, sustainable development, and other offshore energy policy matters.

We believe the Coalition’s collective voice has been effective at amplifying support for OCS energy 
development. Yet, we can do more. During this Congress, legislators will consider several matters 
that directly and indirectly affect the future of offshore energy development. As our federal 
representatives, we strongly urge you to act in concert to champion OCS energy and, by effect, the 
vitality of our coastal and state economies.

In particular, the OCS Governors Coalition supports:

1) Advancing revenue sharing for all coastal states. Currently, the Atlantic coast states and 
Alaska are generally not eligible to share in revenues generated by oil, gas, and renewable 
energy development in the OCS. These states should be treated equitably with all states.

2) Expanding access to OCS frontier areas. The pace of lease sales has slowed. In August 2012, 
the Department of the Interior (DOI) approved the Five-Year Plan for Oil and Gas Leasing 
for 2012-2017. In that plan, the Department did not open access to any new frontiers 
through 2017 - including leases in the Atlantic, despite the tact that a lease sale off Virginia 
had been included in a previous five-year plan - and postponed all Arctic OCS lease sales by
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one year from the date proposed in the draft plan. As it stands, 85 percent of America’s OCS 
is closed to oil and natural gas exploration.

3) Ensuring an efficient and consistent regulatory regime for development of oil, gas, and 
renewable energy resources in the OCS. Of note, the Coalition urges DOI to release its 
proposed rule that will govern the allocation of Phase II: Gulf of Mexico Energy Security 
Act (GOMESA) revenue-sharing funds to the Gulf Coast states.

4) Improving understanding of potential energy resources adjacent to coastal states. In the 
FY2010 House Interior Appropriations bill, Congress instructed DOI to provide a timeline 
for its completion of a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) that would 
allow seismic activity to occur in the Atlantic. At the time, DOI responded that a Final PEIS 
would be issued in April 2012. A final PEIS has yet to be issued.

5) Improving management and stewardship of coastal resources related to coastal and ocean 
activities. Sustainable production of our ocean energy resources remains a high priority for 
each governor.

The OCS Governors Coalition hopes to cultivate a substantive, ongoing dialogue with Obama 
Administration officials on the opportunities and challenges facing offshore energy development, 
including the priorities mentioned in this letter. As the Coalition pursues these efforts, we encourage 
Congress to develop similar relationships and encourage the administration to pursue decision­
making in a transparent, collective manner that values the opinion of state and local leaders. The 
Coalition has already communicated many of the concerns highlighted in this letter with Interior 
Secretary Sally Jewell. We hope you will do the same.

In closing, feel free to utilize the OCS Governors Coalition as a source of information and advocacy 
on OCS issues. If you would like more information about the OCS Governors Coalition, please visit 
our website at www.ocsgovernors.org or contact Mr. Kip Knudson, the Director of State/Federal 
Relations for Alaska Governor Sean Parnell, who serves as chair of the Coalition. You may reach 
Mr. Knudson at 202-624-5859 or via e-mail at kip.knudson@alaska.gov.

Regards,

//
/

The Honorable Sean Parnell 
Governor of Alaska (Chair)

The Honorable Bobby Jindal
Governor of Louisiana

http://www.ocsgovernors.org
mailto:kip.knudson@alaska.gov
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The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas Governor of Mississippi

The Honorable Robert Bentley
Governor of Alabama

The Honorable Nikki Haley 
Governor of South Carolina

The Honorable Robert McDonnell
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia

The Honorable Pat McCrory 
Governor of North Carolina

cc: South Carolina Congressional Delegation



The Honorable Sean Parnell, Governor of Alaska (Chair) 
The Honorable Bobby Jindal, Governor of Louisiana
The Honorable Rick Perry, Governor of Texas
The Honorable Phil Bryant, Governor of Mississippi
The Honorable Robert Bentley, Governor of Alabama
The Honorable Nikki Haley, Governor of South Carolina 
The Honorable Robert McDonnell, Governor of Virginia 
The Honorable Pat McCrory, Governor of North Carolina

July 17, 2013 

'rhe Honorable Mick Mulvaney
1207 Longworth House Office Building
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515-4005

Dear Representative Mulvaney:

The Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Governors Coalition is a group of coastal state governors who 
joined together in May 2011 to promote a constructive dialogue on OCS energy-resource planning 
and development between coastal state governors and federal policy makers. As governors, all 
Coalition members support policies that encourage expansion of all forms of American energy 
production — both onshore and offshore.

As required under the 1953 Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, federal decisions regarding energy 
exploration -and production on the OCS must be made in consultation with affected states. 
However, in recent years, the federal government has taken significant actions affecting OCS energy 
development having had little consultation with the states. We have each joined the Coalition to 
foster a more productive dialogue between the federal government and the coastal states on OCS 
resource evaluation, sustainable development, and other offshore energy policy matters.

We believe the Coalition’s collective voice has been effective at amplifying support for OCS energy 
development. Yet, we can do more. During this Congress, legislators will consider several matters 
that directly and indirectly affect the future of offshore energy development. As our federal 
representatives, we strongly urge you to act in concert to champion OCS energy and, by effect, the 
vitality of our coastal and state economies.

In particular, the OCS Governors Coalition supports:

1) Advancing revenue sharing for all coastal states. Currently, the Atlantic coast states and 
Alaska .ire generally not eligible to share in revenues generated by oil, gas, and renewable 
energy development tn the OCS. These states should be treated equitably with all states.

2) Expanding access to OCS frontier areas. The pace of lease sales has slowed. In August 2012, 
rhe Department of the Intenor (DOI) approved the Five-Year Plan for Oil and Gas Leasing 
for 2012-2017. In that plan, the Department did not open access to anv new frontiers 
through 2017 - including leases in the Atlantic, despite the fact that a lease sale off Virginia 
had been included tn a previous five-year plan - and postponed .ill Arctic OCS lease sales by
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one year from the date proposed in the draft plan. As it stands, 85 percent of America’s OCS 
is closed to oil and natural gas exploration.

3) Ensuring an efficient and consistent regulatory regime for development of oil, gas, and 
renewable energy resources in the OCS. Of note, the Coalition urges DOI to release its 
proposed rule that will govern the allocation of Phase II: Gulf of Mexico Energy Security 
Act (GOMESA) revenue-sharing funds to the Gulf Coast states.

4) Improving understanding of potential energy resources adjacent to coastal states. In the 
FY2010 House Interior Appropriations bill, Congress instructed DOI to provide a timeline 
for its completion of a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) that would 
allow seismic activity to occur in the Atlantic. At the time, DOI responded that a Final PEIS 
would be issued in April 2012. A final PEIS has yet to be issued.

5) Improving management and stewardship of coastal resources related to coastal and ocean 
activities. Sustainable production of our ocean energy resources remains a high priority for 
each governor.

The OCS Governors Coalition hopes to cultivate a substantive, ongoing dialogue with Obama 
Administration officials on the opportunities and challenges facing offshore energy development, 
including the priorities mentioned in this letter. As the Coalition pursues these efforts, we encourage 
Congress to develop similar relationships and encourage the administration to pursue decision­
making in a transparent, collective manner that values the opinion of state and local leaders. The 
Coalition has already communicated many of the concerns highlighted in this letter with Interior 
Secretary Sally Jewell. We hope you will do the same.

In closing, feel free to utilize the OCS Governors Coalition as a source of information and advocacy 
on OCS issues. If you would like more information about the OCS Governors Coalition, please visit 
our website at www.ocsgovemors.org or contact Mr. Kip Knudson, the Director of State/Federal 
Relations for Alaska Governor Sean Parnell, who serves as chair of the Coalition. You may reach 
Mr. Knudson at 202-624-5859 or via e-mail at kip.knudson@alaska.gov.

Regards,

The Honorable Sean Parnell 
Governor of Alaska (Chair)

The Honorable Bobby Jindal
Governor of Louisiana

http://www.ocsgovemors.org
mailto:kip.knudson@alaska.gov
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The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas Governor of Mississippi

The Honorable Robert Bentley 
Governor of Alabama

The Honorable Nikki Haley 
Governor of South Carolina

The Honorable Robert McDonnell
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia

The Honorable Pat McCrory 
Governor of North Carolina

cc: South Carolina Congressional Delegation



The Honorable Sean Parnell, Governor of Alaska (Chair) 
The Honorable Bobby Jindal, Governor of Louisiana
The Honorable Rick Perry, Governor of Texas
The Honorable Phil Bryant, Governor of Mississippi
The Honorable Robert Bentley, Governor of Alabama 
The Honorable Nikki Haley, Governor of South Carolina 
The Honorable Robert McDonnell, Governor of Virginia 
The Honorable Pat McCrory, Governor of North Carolina

July 17, 2013

The Honorable Tom Rice
325 Cannon House Office Building
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515-4209

Dear Representative Rice:

The Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Governors Coalition is a group of coastal state governors who 
joined together in May 2011 to promote a constructive dialogue on OCS energy-resource planning 
and development between coastal state governors and federal policy makers. As governors, all 
Coalition members support policies that encourage expansion of all forms of American energy 
production - both onshore and offshore.

As required under the 1953 Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, federal decisions regarding energy 
exploration and production on the OCS must be made in consultation with affected states. 
However, in recent years, the federal government has taken significant actions affecting OCS energy 
development having had little consultation with the states. We have each joined the Coalition to 
foster a more productive dialogue between the federal government and the coastal states on OCS 
resource evaluation, sustainable development, and other offshore energy policy matters.

We believe the Coalition’s collective voice has been effective at amplifying support for OCS energy 
development. Yet, we can do more. During this Congress, legislators will consider several matters 
that directly and indirectly affect the future of offshore energy development. As our federal 
representatives, we strongly urge you to act in concert to champion OCS energy and, by effect, the 
vitality of our coastal and state economies.

In particular, the OCS Governors Coalition supports:

1) Advancing revenue sharing for all coastal states. Currently, the Atlantic coast states and 
Alaska ire generally not eligible to share in revenues generated by oil, gas, and renewable 
energy development in the OCS. These states should be treated equitably with .ill states.

2) Expanding access to OCS frontier areas. The pace of lease sales has slowed. In August 2012, 
rhe Department of rhe Interior (DOI) approved the Five-Year Plan for Oil and Gas Leasing 
for 2012-2017. In that plan, the Department did not open access to any new frontiers 
through 2017 - including leases in the Atlantic, despite the fact that a lease sale off Virginia 
had been included in a previous five-year plan - and postponed all Arctic OCS lease sales by
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one year from the date proposed in the draft plan. As it stands, 85 percent of America’s OCS 
is closed to oil and natural gas exploration.

3) Ensuring an efficient and consistent regulatory regime for development of oil, gas, and 
renewable energy resources in the OCS. Of note, the Coalition urges DOI to release its 
proposed rule that will govern the allocation of Phase II: Gulf of Mexico Energy Security 
Act (GOMESA) revenue-sharing funds to the Gulf Coast states.

4) Improving understanding of potential energy resources adjacent to coastal states. In the 
FY2010 House Interior Appropriations bill, Congress instructed DOI to provide a timeline 
for its completion of a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) that would 
allow seismic activity to occur in the Adantic. At the time, DOI responded that a Final PEIS 
would be issued in April 2012. A final PEIS has yet to be issued.

5) Improving management and stewardship of coastal resources related to coastal and ocean 
activities. Sustainable production of our ocean energy resources remains a high priority for 
each governor.

The OCS Governors Coalition hopes to cultivate a substantive, ongoing dialogue with Obama 
Administration officials on the opportunities and challenges facing offshore energy development, 
including the priorities mentioned in this letter. As the Coalition pursues these efforts, we encourage 
Congress to develop similar relationships and encourage the administration to pursue decision­
making in a transparent, collective manner that values the opinion of state and local leaders. The 
Coalition has already communicated many of the concerns highlighted in this letter with Interior 
Secretary Sally Jewell. We hope you will do the same.

In closing, feel free to utilize the OCS Governors Coalition as a source of information and advocacy 
on OCS issues. If you would like more information about the OCS Governors Coalition, please visit 
our website at www.ocsgovernors.org or contact Mr. Kip Knudson, the Director of State/Federal 
Relations for Alaska Governor Sean Parnell, who serves as chair of the Coalition. You may reach 
Mr. Knudson at 202-624-5859 or via e-mail at kip.knudson@alaska.gov.

Regards,

The Honorable Sean Parnell 
Governor of Alaska (Chair)

The Honorable Bobby Jindal
Governor of Louisiana

http://www.ocsgovernors.org
mailto:kip.knudson@alaska.gov
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The Honorable Rick Perry
Governor of Texas Governor of Mississippi

The Honorable Robert Bentley
Governor of Alabama

The Honorable Nikki Haley 
Governor of South Carolina

/"*N

The Honorable Robert McDonnell
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia

The Honorable Pat McCrory 
Governor of North Carolina

South Carolina Congressional Delegation



The Honorable Sean Parnell, Governor of Alaska (Chair) 
The Honorable Bobby Jindal, Governor of Louisiana
The Honorable Rick Perry, Governor of Texas
The Honorable Phil Bryant, Governor of Mississippi
The Honorable Robert Bentley, Governor of Alabama 
The Honorable Nikki Haley, Governor of South Carolina 
The Honorable Robert McDonnell, Governor of Virginia
The Honorable Pat McCrory, Governor of North Carolina

July 17, 2013

The Honorable Mark Sanford
322 Cannon House Office Building
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515-4001

Dear Representative Sanford:

The Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Governors Coalition is a group of coastal state governors who 
joined together in May 2011 to promote a constructive dialogue on OCS energy-resource planning 
and development between coastal state governors and federal policy makers. As governors, all 
Coalition members support policies that encourage expansion of all forms of American energy 
production - both onshore and offshore.

As required under the 1953 Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, federal decisions regarding energy 
exploration and production on the OCS must be made in consultation with affected states. 
However, in recent years, the federal government has taken significant actions affecting OCS energy 
development having had little consultation with the states. We have each joined the Coalition to 
foster a more productive dialogue between the federal government and the coastal states on OCS 
resource evaluation, sustainable development, and other offshore energy policy matters.

We believe the Coalition’s collective voice has been effective at amplifying support for OCS energy 
development. Yet, we can do more. During this Congress, legislators will consider several matters 
that directly and indirectly affect the future of offshore energy development. As our federal 
representatives, we strongly urge you to act in concert to champion OCS energy and, by effect, the 
vitality of our coastal and state economies.

In particular, the OCS Governors Coalition supports:

1) Advancing revenue sharing for all coastal states. Currently, rhe Atlantic coast states and 
Alaska are generally not eligible to share in revenues generated by oil, gas, and renewable 
energy development in the OCS. These states should be treated equitably with all states.

2) Expanding access to OCS frontier areas. The pace of lease sales has slowed. In August 2012, 
the Department of the Interior (DOI) approved the Five-Year Plan for Oil .ind Gas Leasing 
for 2012-2017. In that plan, the Department did not open access to anv new frontiers 
through 2017 - including leases in the Atlantic, despite the fact that a lease sale off Virginia 
had been included in a previous five-year plan - and postponed all Arctic OCS lease sales by
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one year from the date proposed in the draft plan. As it stands, 85 percent of America’s OCS 
is closed to oil and natural gas exploration.

3) Ensuring an efficient and consistent regulatory regime for development of oil, gas, and 
renewable energy resources in the OCS. Of note, the Coalition urges DOI to release its 
proposed rule that will govern the allocation of Phase II: Gull of Mexico Energy Security 
Act (GOMESA) revenue-sharing funds to the Gulf Coast states.

4) Improving understanding of potential energy resources adjacent to coastal states. In the 
FY2010 House Interior Appropriations bill, Congress instructed DOI to provide a timeline 
for its completion of a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) that would 
allow seismic activity to occur in the Atlantic. At the time, DOI responded that a Final PEIS 
would be issued in April 2012. A final PEIS has yet to be issued.

5) Improving management and stewardship of coastal resources related to coastal and ocean 
activities. Sustainable production of our ocean energy resources remains a high priority for 
each governor.

The OCS Governors Coalition hopes to cultivate a substantive, ongoing dialogue with Obama 
Administration officials on the opportunities and challenges facing offshore energy development, 
including the priorities mentioned in this letter. As the Coalition pursues these efforts, we encourage 
Congress to develop similar relationships and encourage the administration to pursue decision­
making in a transparent, collective manner that values the opinion of state and local leaders. The 
Coalition has already communicated many of the concerns highlighted in this letter with Interior 
Secretary Sally Jewell. We hope you will do the same.

In closing, feel free to utilize the OCS Governors Coalition as a source of information and advocacy 
on OCS issues. If you would like more information about the OCS Governors Coalition, please visit 
our website at www.ocsgovernors.org or contact Mr. Kip Knudson, the Director of State/Federal 
Relations for Alaska Governor Sean Parnell, who serves as chair of the Coalition. You may reach 
Mr. Knudson at 202-624-5859 or via e-mail at kip.knudson@alaska.gov.

Regards,

The Honorable Sean Parnell 
Governor of Alaska (Chair)

The Honorable Bobby Jmdal
Governor of Louisiana

http://www.ocsgovernors.org
mailto:kip.knudson@alaska.gov
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The Honorable Rick Perry
Governor of Texas Governor of Mississippi

The Honorable Robert Bentley
Governor of Alabama

The Honorable Nikki Haley 
Governor of South Carolina

'Phe Honorable Robert McDonnell
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia

The Honorable Pat McCrory 
Governor of North Carolina

cc: South Carolina Congressional Delegation



The Honorable Sean Parnell, Governor of Alaska (Chair) 
The Honorable Bobby Jindal, Governor of Louisiana
The Honorable Rick Perry, Governor of Texas
The Honorable Phil Bryant, Governor of Mississippi
The Honorable Robert Bentley, Governor of Alabama 
The Honorable Nikld Haley, Governor of South Carolina 
The Honorable Robert McDonnell, Governor of Virginia 
The Honorable Pat McCrory, Governor of North Carolina

July 17, 2013

The Honorable Joe Wilson
2229 Raybum House Office Building
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515-4002

Dear Representative Wilson:

The Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Governors Coalition is a group of coastal state governors who 
joined together in May 2011 to promote a constructive dialogue on OCS energy-resource planning 
and development between coastal state governors and federal policy makers. As governors, all 
Coalition members support policies that encourage expansion of all forms of American energy 
production - both onshore and offshore.

As required under the 1953 Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, federal decisions regarding energy 
exploration and production on the OCS must be made in consultation with affected states. 
However, in recent years, the federal government has taken significant actions affecting OCS energy 
development having had little consultation with the states. We have each joined the Coalition to 
foster a more productive dialogue between the federal government and the coastal states on OCS 
resource evaluation, sustainable development, and other offshore energy policy matters.

We believe the Coalition’s collective voice has been effective at amplifying support for OCS energy 
development. Yet, we can do more. During this Congress, legislators will consider several matters 
that directly and indirectly affect the future of offshore energy development. As our federal 
representatives, we strongly urge you to act in concert to champion OCS energy and, by effect, the 
vitality of our coastal and state economies.

In particular, the OCS Governors Coalition supports:

1) Advancing revenue sharing for all coastal states. Currently, the Atlantic coast states and 
Alaska are generally not eligible to share in revenues generated by oil, gas, and renewable 
energy development tn the OCS. These states should be treated equitably with all states.

2) Expanding access to OCS frontier areas. The pace of lease sales has slowed. In August 2012, 
the Department of the Intenor (DOI) approved the Five-Year Plan for Oil and Gas Leasing 
for 2012-2017. In that plan, the Department did not open access to any new frontiers 
through 2017 - including leases in the Atlantic, despite the fact that a lease sale off Virginia 
had been included in a previous five-year plan - .md postponed all Arctic OCS lease sales by
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one year from the date proposed in the draft plan. As it stands, 85 percent of America’s OCS 
is closed to oil and natural gas exploration.

3) Ensuring an efficient and consistent regulatory regime for development of oil, gas, and 
renewable energy resources in the OCS. Of note, the Coalition urges DOI to release its 
proposed rule that will govern the allocation of Phase II: Gulf of Mexico Energy Security 
Act (GOMESA) revenue-sharing funds to the Gulf Coast states.

4) Improving understanding of potential energy resources adjacent to coastal states. In the 
FY2010 House Interior Appropriations bill, Congress instructed DOI to provide a timeline 
for its completion of a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) that would 
allow seismic activity to occur in the Atlantic. At the time, DOI responded that a Final PEIS 
would be issued in April 2012. A final PEIS has yet to be issued.

5) Improving management and stewardship of coastal resources related to coastal and ocean 
activities. Sustainable production of our ocean energy resources remains a high priority for 
each governor.

The OCS Governors Coalition hopes to cultivate a substantive, ongoing dialogue with Obama 
Administration officials on the opportunities and challenges facing offshore energy development, 
including the priorities mentioned in this letter. As the Coalition pursues these efforts, we encourage 
Congress to develop similar relationships and encourage the administration to pursue decision­
making in a transparent, collective manner that values the opinion of state and local leaders. The 
Coalition has already communicated many of the concerns highlighted in this letter with Interior 
Secretary Sally Jewell. We hope you will do the same.

In closing, feel free to utilize the OCS Governors Coalition as a source of information and advocacy 
on OCS issues. If you would like more information about the OCS Governors Coalition, please visit 
our website at www.ocsgovemors.org or contact Mr. Kip Knudson, the Director of State/Federal 
Relations for Alaska Governor Sean Parnell, who serves as chair of the Coalition. You may reach 
Mr. Knudson at 202-624-5859 or via e-mail at kip.knudson@alaska.gov.

Regards,

The Honorable Sean Parnell 
Governor of Alaska (Chair)

The Honorable Bobby Jindal
Governor of Louisiana

http://www.ocsgovemors.org
mailto:kip.knudson@alaska.gov
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The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas Governor of Mississippi

The Honorable Robert Bentley
Governor of Alabama

The Honorable Nikki Haley 
Governor of South Carolina

The Honorable Robert McDonnell
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia

The Honorable Pat McCrory 
Governor of North Carolina

cc: South Carolina Congressional Delegation



The Honorable Sean Parnell, Governor of Alaska (Chair) 
The Honorable Bobby Jindal, Governor of Louisiana
The Honorable Rick Perry, Governor of Texas
The Honorable Phil Bryant, Governor of Mississippi
The Honorable Robert Bentley, Governor of Alabama 
The Honorable Nikld Haley, Governor of South Carolina 
The Honorable Robert McDonnell, Governor of Virginia 
The Honorable Pat McCrory, Governor of North Carolina

July 17, 2013

The Honorable Lindsey Graham 
290 Russell Senate Office Building 
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Graham:

The Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Governors Coalition is a group of coastal state governors who 
joined together in May 2011 to promote a constructive dialogue on OCS energy-resource planning 
and development between coastal state governors and federal policy makers. As governors, all 
Coalition members support policies that encourage expansion of all forms of American energy 
production - both onshore and offshore.

As required under the 1953 Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, federal decisions regarding energy 
exploration and production on the OCS must be made in consultation with affected states. 
However, in recent years, the federal government has taken significant actions affecting OCS energy 
development having had little consultation with the states. We have each joined the Coalition to 
foster a more productive dialogue between the federal government and the coastal states on OCS 
resource evaluation, sustainable development, and other offshore energy policy matters.

We believe the Coalition’s collective voice has been effective at amplifying support for OCS energy 
development. Yet, we can do more. During this Congress, legislators will consider several matters 
that directly and indirectly affect the future of offshore energy development. As our federal 
representatives, we strongly urge you to act in concert to champion OCS energy and, by effect, the 
vitality of our coastal and state economies.

In particular, rhe OCS Governors Coalition supports:

1) Advancing revenue sharing for all coastal states. Currently, the Atlantic coast states and 
Alaska are generally not eligible to share tn revenues generated by oil, gas, and renewable 
energy development in the OCS. These states should be treated equitably with all states.

2) Expanding access to OCS frontier areas. The pace of lease sales has slowed. In August 2012, 
the Department of the Interior (DOI) approved the Five-Year Plan for Oil and Gas Leasing 
for 2012-2017. In that plan, the Department did nor open access to anv new frontiers 
through 2017 - including leases in the Atlantic, despite the fact that a lease sale off Virginia 
had been included in a previous five-year plan - and postponed all Arctic OCS lease sales by 
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one year from the date proposed in the draft plan. As it stands, 85 percent of America’s OCS 
is closed to oil and natural gas exploration.

3) Ensuring an efficient and consistent regulatory regime for development of oil, gas, and 
renewable energy resources in the OCS. Of note, the Coalition urges DOI to release its 
proposed rule that will govern the allocation of Phase II: Gulf of Mexico Energy Security 
Act (GOMESA) revenue-sharing funds to the Gulf Coast states.

4) Improving understanding of potential energy resources adjacent to coastal states. In the 
FY2010 House Interior Appropriations bill, Congress instructed DOI to provide a timeline 
for its completion of a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) that would 
allow seismic activity to occur in the Atlantic. At the time, DOI responded that a Final PEIS 
would be issued in April 2012. A final PEIS has yet to be issued.

5) Improving management and stewardship of coastal resources related to coastal and ocean 
activities. Sustainable production of our ocean energy resources remains a high priority for 
each governor.

The OCS Governors Coalition hopes to cultivate a substantive, ongoing dialogue with Obama 
Administration officials on the opportunities and challenges facing offshore energy development, 
including the priorities mentioned in this letter. As the Coalition pursues these efforts, we encourage 
Congress to develop similar relationships and encourage the administration to pursue decision­
making in a transparent, collective manner that values the opinion of state and local leaders. The 
Coalition has already communicated many of the concerns highlighted in this letter with Interior 
Secretary Sally Jewell. We hope you will do the same.

In closing, feel free to utilize the OCS Governors Coalition as a source of information and advocacy 
on OCS issues. If you would like more information about the OCS Governors Coalition, please visit 
our website at www.ocsgovemors.org or contact Mr. Kip Knudson, the Director of State/Federal 
Relations for Alaska Governor Sean Parnell, who serves as chair of the Coalition. You may reach 
Mr. Knudson at 202-624-5859 or via e-mail at kip.knudson@alaska.gov .

Regards,

The Honorable Sean Parnell 
Governor of Alaska (Chair)

The Honorable Bobby Jindal
Governor of Louisiana

http://www.ocsgovemors.org
mailto:kip.knudson@alaska.gov
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The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas Governor of Mississippi

The Honorable Robert Bentley
Governor of Alabama

The Honorable Nikki Haley 
Governor of South Carolina

The Honorable Robert McDonnell
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia

The Honorable Pat McCrory 
Governor of North Carolina

cc: South Carolina Congressional Delegation



The Honorable Sean Parnell, Governor of Alaska (Chair) 
The Honorable Bobby Jindal, Governor of Louisiana
The Honorable Rick Perry, Governor of Texas
The Honorable Phil Bryant, Governor of Mississippi
The Honorable Robert Bentley, Governor of Alabama
The Honorable Nikki Haley, Governor of South Carolina 
The Honorable Robert McDonnell, Governor of Virginia 
The Honorable Pat McCrory, Governor of North Carolina

July 17, 2013

The Honorable Tim Scott
167 Russell Senate Office Building
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Scott:

The Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Governors Coalition is a group of coastal state governors who 
joined together in May 2011 to promote a constructive dialogue on OCS energy-resource planning 
and development between coastal state governors and federal policy makers. As governors, all 
Coalition members support policies that encourage expansion of all forms of American energy 
production - both onshore and offshore.

As required under the 1953 Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, federal decisions regarding energy 
exploration and production on the OCS must be made in consultation with affected states. 
However, in recent years, the federal government has taken significant actions affecting OCS energy 
development having had little consultation with the states. We have each joined the Coalition to 
foster a more productive dialogue between the federal government and the coastal states on OCS 
resource evaluation, sustainable development, and other offshore energy policy matters.

We believe the Coalition’s collective voice has been effective at amplifying support for OCS energy 
development. Yet, we can do more. During this Congress, legislators will consider several matters 
that directly and indirectly affect the future of offshore energy development. As our federal 
representatives, we strongly urge you to act in concert to champion OCS energy and, by effect, the 
vitality of our coastal and state economies.

In particular, the OCS Governors Coalition supports:

1) Advancing revenue sharing for all coastal states. Currently, the Atlantic coast states and 
Alaska are generally not eligible to share in revenues generated by oil, gas, :ind renewable 
energy development tn the OCS. These states should be treated equitably with all states.

2) Expanding access to OCS frontier areas, The pace of lease sales has slowed. In August 2012, 
the Department of the Interior (DOI) approved the Five-Year Plan for Oil and Gas Leasing 
for 2012-2017. In that plan, the Department did not open access to any new frontiers 
through 2017 - including leases in the Atlantic, despite the fact that a lease sale off Virginia 
had been included in a previous five-year plan - ,ind postponed all Arctic OCS lease sales by
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one year from the date proposed in the draft plan. As it stands, 85 percent of America's OCS 
is closed to oil and natural gas exploration.

3) Ensuring an efficient and consistent regulatory regime for development of oil, gas, and 
renewable energy resources in the OCS. Of note, the Coalition urges DOI to release its 
proposed rule that will govern the allocation of Phase II: Gulf of Mexico Energy Security 
Act (GOMESA) revenue-sharing funds to the Gulf Coast states.

4) Improving understanding of potential energy resources adjacent to coastal states. In the 
FY2010 House Interior Appropriations bill, Congress instructed DOI to provide a timeline 
for its completion of a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) that would 
allow seismic activity to occur in the Atlantic. At the time, DOI responded that a Final PEIS 
would be issued in April 2012. A final PEIS has yet to be issued.

5) Improving management and stewardship of coastal resources related to coastal and ocean 
activities. Sustainable production of our ocean energy resources remains a high priority for 
each governor.

The OCS Governors Coalition hopes to cultivate a substantive, ongoing dialogue with Obama 
Administration officials on the opportunities and challenges facing offshore energy development, 
including the priorities mentioned in this letter. As the Coalition pursues these efforts, we encourage 
Congress to develop similar relationships and encourage the administration to pursue decision­
making in a transparent, collective manner that values the opinion of state and local leaders. The 
Coalition has already communicated many of the concerns highlighted in this letter with Interior 
Secretary Sally Jewell. We hope you will do the same.

In closing, feel free to utilize the OCS Governors Coalition as a source of information and advocacy 
on OCS issues. If you would like more information about the OCS Governors Coalition, please visit 
our website at www.ocsgovemors.org or contact Mr. Kip Knudson, the Director of State/Federal 
Relations for Alaska Governor Sean Parnell, who serves as chair of the Coalition. You may reach 
Mr. Knudson at 202-624-5859 or via e-mail at kip.knudson@alaska.gov.

Regards,

The Honorable Sean Parnell 
Governor of Alaska (Chair)

The Honorable Bobby Jindal
Governor of Louisiana

http://www.ocsgovemors.org
mailto:kip.knudson@alaska.gov
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The Honorable Rick Perry
Governor of Texas Governor of Mississippi

The Honorable Robert Bentley
Governor of Alabama

The Honorable Nikki Haley 
Governor of South Carolina

The Honorable Robert McDonnell
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia

The Honorable Pat McCrory 
Governor of North Carolina

cc: South Carolina Congressional Delegation



Baker, Josh

From: Natalie Joubert <NJoubert@hbwresources.com>
Sent: Friday, July 19, 2013 10:36 AM
To: Amy Dobson (AK); Chip Kline (LA); Chris Champion (MS); Cindy Sims (AK); Dan Wilmot 

(TX); David Holt CEA; Doug Domenech (VA); Elizabeth Bluemink (AK); Garret Graves (LA); 
I’man Robinson (VA); Janie Mason (AK); Jeffrey Jones (AK); Jill Boxer (AL); Jose Romano; 
Baker, Josh; Haltiwanger, Katherine; Kim Genardo (NC); Kip Knudson (AK); Kirk Sims 
(MS); Mark Robbins (AK); Martin Kent (VA); Natalie Joubert; Nate Hickman (TX); Nathan 
Butzlaff (nathan.butzlaff@alaska.gov); Nick Tew (AL); Randall Ruaro (AK); Sara Benhauser 
(VA); Shana Gooch (TX); Sharon Leighow (AK); Stefanie Moreland (AK); Tony Almeida 
(NC)

Subject: OCS Gov Teleconference - Wed, 7/24 at 4pm EST

All -

The OCS Governors Coalition will hold its next OCS Governors representatives teleconference next Wednesday, July 24 
at 4pm EST/3pm CST/ 12pm AK. We will focus our discussions on the OCS Governors letter to the federal delegations, 
which has been sent to all offices, and the next face-to-face meeting. A full agenda with be circulated by Governor 
Parnell's staff next week.

Please use the call-in information below. A separate call notice will also be circulated.

1-866-299-7945
(Passcode:

Have a wonderful weekend,

Natalie

Natalie Joubert
Consumer Energy Alliance
1666 K Street, NW Suite 500
Washington, DC 20006
(202) 429-4931 (office) 
(2O2)0VMM^mobile)
ConsumerEnergvAlliance.org

fWffiBC ALLIANCE
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Baker, Josh

From: Natalie Joubert <NJoubert@hbwresources.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2013 1:06 PM
To: Amy Dobson (AK); Chip Kline (LA); Chris Champion (MS); Cindy Sims (AK); Dan Wilmot 

(TX); David Holt CEA; Doug Domenech (VA); Elizabeth Bluemink (AK); Garret Graves (LA); 
I'man Robinson (VA); Janie Mason (AK); Jeffrey Jones (AK); Jill Boxer (AL); Jose Romano; 
Baker, Josh; Haltiwanger, Katherine; Kim Genardo (NC); Kip Knudson (AK); Kirk Sims 
(MS); Mark Robbins (AK); Martin Kent (VA); Natalie Joubert; Nate Hickman (TX); Nathan 
Butzlaff (nathan.butzlaff@alaska.gov); Nick Tew (AL); Randall Ruaro (AK); Sara Benhauser 
(VA); Shana Gooch (TX); Sharon Leighow (AK); Stefanie Moreland (AK); Tony Almeida 
(NC)

Subject: Agenda: OCS Gov Teleconference - Wed, 7/24 at 4pm EST
Attachments: Teleconfence Agenda for OCS Governors Coalition O72413.docx

All,

Please find attached and below an agenda for today's OCS Governors Coalition teleconference at 4pm ET/3pm CT/12pm 
AK.

We look forward to speaking with you then.

Sincerely,

Natalie

Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Governors Coalition
Teleconference Agenda

Wednesday, July 24, 2013: 4pm ET/ 3pm CT/ 12pm AK
1-866-299-7945 (Passcode: ftHMV )

I. Review of Recent OCS Governors Coalition Activity
a. Letters to OCS Governors’ federal representatives - an introduction to the coalition and our priorities

II. Proposed Future OCS Governors Meeting
a. Discussion of meeting agenda and goals
b. Discussion of possible non-govemor invitees (e.g., Interior Secretary Sally Jewell)

III. Other Pending Items for Discussion
a. Possibility of creating the position of Vice Chair
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