
South Carolina
comes through
2015 with hope
BY JEFFREY COLLINS
AND BRUCE SMITH
Associated Press
COLUMBIA ­ The police shooting of an unarmed

black man in North Charleston. The killing of nine people
during Bible study at a historic African­American church
in Charleston. Historic ?ooding that dropped nearly half
their yearly rain fall in less than two days. The Confeder­
ate ?ag ?own on the Statehouse grounds coming down
after multiple other efforts had failed.
The past year has been one of signi?cant change for

South Carolina. Here are a series of snapshots about the
key moments and players in 2015:

Walter Scott
Before his death was shown around the world and he

became a symbol of the ongoing debate over police shoot­
ings of unarmed African­Americans, Walter Scott was
just a 50­year­old forklift driver at a warehouse and a fa­
ther behind on his child support payments.
He was pulled over on April 4 for a broken brake light

by North Charleston Of?cer Michael Slager. People go to
jail all the time in South Carolina for missing child sup­
port payments and Scott, who was behind on his, called

his mother from his car to say he might need her help get­
ting bail.
Moments later, he ran from his car and around the cor­

ner. Slager ran after him toward a vacant ?eld. A passer­
by captured what happened next on his cellphone. The
video showed Slager ?ring eight shots at Scott's back.
Scott was struck by several bullets and fell.
The shooting happened in a city whose of?cers faced

years of accusations of mistreating minorities.
Scott's family called for calm, especially after Slager's

swift arrest, saying they did not want Scott's memory
soiled by violence.
A co­worker of Scott said at the time it was a ?tting trib­

ute. "He wouldn't hurt a ?y, man," Ronald Smith said.

Joe Riley
In his 40th and ?nal year as Charleston's mayor, Joe Ri­

ley faced his most trying time.
The man who steered the city through Hurricane Hugo
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in 1989 found his toughest mo­
ments on a hot, sticky summer
night when what he called "pure,
pure concentrated evil" came to a
church in his 345­year­old city.
After a call at 9:30 p.m. June 17,

Riley hurried to historic Emanuel
AME Church where nine black
parishioners had been shot and
killed during a Bible study.
In the days following, Riley

again became the face of the
historic city, comforting victims,
attending funerals and being a
voice of calm.
"I knew that in this incident ev­

erything I did, everything I said,
had to be perfect," to ensure calm

prevailed, Riley said.
The city – and indeed the whole

nation – seemed to come together
in the wake of the shootings, with
thousands gathering on sweeping
Ravened Bridge over the Cooper
River in a show of unity several
days later. President Obama and
other dignitaries traveled to
Charleston to pay their respects
for those who died. More than
$5 million has been donated by
thousands of people to help sup­
port the victims' families and
fund college scholarships for
Charleston­area students.
Riley has made it clear that he

will continue to work on the issue
of gun violence after he leaves
??????
"We do not want to encroach

on law­abiding citizens' rights to
own a gun but we must prevent
guns from falling into the wrong
hands," Riley said at an event
earlier this month at Emanuel to
announce a new effort to curb
gun violence.
The suspected killer in the

Charleston shootings, Dylan
Roof, was able to buy the gun
that was used in the shootings
because of a record keeping
problem that prevented federal
????????????????????????????????
before a three­day deadline ex­
pired.

Russell Ott
Russell Ott knew that the Con­

???????????????????????????????

South Carolina statehouse had to
come down, and it had to come
down now ­ not later.
The eyes of the nation and the

???????????????????????????????
his place of work and the little
known 37­year­old House mem­
ber who took over his dad's seat
back in 2013 was having trouble
believing what was happening.
He hadn't made a passionate
speech imploring his colleagues
to let go of the symbol of a by­
???????????????????????????????????
was time for it to happen and he
didn't want to see the legislature
and the state blow their chance of
having it happen and risk looking
like fools or obstructionists.
Gov. Nikki Haley had said less
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than a week after the slayings
at Emanuel AME Church that
?????????????????????????????
the state Senate had reached the
same conclusion.
But as the sun set on July 8,

??????????????????????????????
removed were stunned. Flag
supporters in the house suddenly
appeared to have enough votes
for an amendment to the bill
backed by Haley and the Senate
that would postpone its passage,
???????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????
supporters wanted a guarantee
????????????????????????????????
museum and they were willing to
hold up the process for it, even if
it meant going against the rising
tide of support to bring it down.
Ott has been around the Legis­

lature but never before had been
????????????????????????????????­
ers for nearly a decade before re­
placing his dad and in three years
had been the sponsor of one bill
that has become law – creating a
migratory waterfowl committee.

But he knew parliamentary rules
and he knew there was an arcane,
rarely used way that he could
?????????????????????????????????
wanted and also keep the state on
pace to bring the banner down.
His goal was simple. The lon­

ger the debate went on, the more
likely it was that the whole pro­
cess would get derailed.
He and his colleagues went to

work, twisting arms, holding last
minute votes and watching the
clock tick past midnight to allow
?????????????????????????????????
during a new day.
??????????????????????????????????

?????????????????????????????????
came down. In South Carolina,
however, the debate over the fate
???????????????????????????

Maj. Gen. Robert
Livingston
It was the most important mis­

sion of South Carolina National
Guard commander Maj. Gen.

Robert Livingston's life, direct­
ing thousands of soldiers and
civilians during South Carolina's
???????????????
Livingston was a true soldier

working with Gov. Nikki Haley
to carry out her wishes and by
her side when she gave the public
updates.
But people around the state

left little doubt that Livingston's
preparation in the days and years

action as the disaster unfolded,
prevented a terrible situation
from being so much worse.
"We were rescuing people at

the same time we were putting
things together back in Colum­
bia," Livingston said.
Livingston helped get clean

water into the pipes at Columbia
hospitals worried about how
many critically ill patients might
die if they had to close and move
them. His soldiers saved dozens
of lives with air and boat rescues
and helped repair washed out
roads and bridges. They averted

what would have been a disaster
on top of a disaster by keeping
Columbia's water system run­
ning and water coming from
???????????????????????????????
canal breach and laying pipe to
get water into the treatment plant.
"A lot of the guys who were

doing a lot of discussion had built
roads and dams and things like
that down in Ecuador and Hon­
duras and places like that back in
the 1980s and 90s," Livingston
said. "They understood build­
ing structures in less than ideal
conditions."
Now Livingston laughs that

he has another set of problems,
created by well­meaning South
Carolinians who poured kind­
ness at his soldiers for weeks.
"The support from the people

of South Carolina was just tre­
mendous," Livingston said "I'm
having to put half of my soldiers
on the weight control program
now because they got fed so
many doughnuts, cookies and
everything else."

AP PHOTO/DAVID GOLDMAN

People join hands against the backdrop of an American
flag as thousands of marchers meet in the middle of
Charleston's main bridge in a show of unity after nine
black church parishioners were gunned down during
a Bible study in Charleston.

JANET BLACKMON MORGAN/THE SUN NEWS VIA AP, FILE

This aerial shot shows flooding around homes in the Carolina
Forest community in Horry County, between Conway and Myr­
tle Beach. It could take weeks to recover from being pummeled
by a historic rainstorm that caused widespread flooding and
multiple deaths.
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County officials give voice to abused animals
BY CHRISTINA CLEVELAND
ccleveland@aikenstandard.com
It was only in August when the

last of three dogs, victims of animal
cruelty in McCormick County, found
its forever home by way of the SPCA
Albrecht Center for Animal Welfare
in Aiken.
The dogs were found with their

muzzles taped shut and later rescued
from the Humane Society of McCor­
mick County and its local sheriff's
department before being sent to
Aiken.
According to Aiken Public Safety
?????????????????????????????????
animal control for the City of Aiken,

the case involved an elderly man
whose barking dogs led to neighbor
complaints and him ultimately taping
them up. Media outlets later reported
the former owner was charged with
animal cruelty.
"He thought he was doing right

based on the complaint of his neigh­
bors, the dogs hushed and everyone's
happy – but no, they're not," Willing
said. "The dogs aren't happy. That's
where you've crossed that line now."
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Though Willing said the case
is not a common occurrence
in Aiken, equally upsetting
incidents of animal cruelty
or neglect are often a regular,
unfortunate part of his job. He
??????????????????????????­
cer and Animal Control super­
visor Bobby Arthurs said they
respond to the cases, many of
which are complaint­driven,
year round.

The numbers
For Public Safety, Willing

said he hasn't noticed "a great
deal of increase" in cases this
year and Public Safety said
there has been four ill treat­
ment to animals cases as of
Dec. 14. In the county, Arthurs
said there are 18 pending for
the year, but the numbers
????????????????????????????????­
sponded to.
"We respond to a lot," Ar­

thurs said. "It's daily and
weekly but many are not
charged. Most of the time it's
intervention and most im­
prove."
????????????????????????

said most of what leads to the
neglect or abuse comes down
to education, which is when
??????????????????????????????
not just to pursue charges but
to help animal owners.
"Some people, if it is a

lack of education or a lack of
knowledge or know­how, it
doesn't do them any good to
charge them with a felony,"
Willing said. "If we can edu­
cate and it turns around and
the best comes out for the
people and the animal, that's
what we're after."
Turning it around for animal

owners means knowing the
law and what they must pro­
vide for animals in their care,
which includes adequate food,
water and shelter to prevent
animals from the elements of
the weather. A rabies vaccina­
tion is also required.

The faces of abuse
The types of cases can run

the gamut in Aiken, but Ar­
thurs said there is one common
issue that Animal Control is
working to reel in. Much of
what he has recently seen in­
volves leaving dogs on a chain
????????????????????????????

because they cannot afford a
????????????????????????????­
ment, he said.
But the cheaper alternative

can lead to other problems
down the road such as an ani­
mal being able to tip his water
container with the chain, limit­
ing its access to water.
"Also, the chain twists when

the dog is so active they go in
circles and causes the chain to
entangle within itself," Arthurs
said. "The chain gets shorter
and then it gets where the dog
can't reach its water or its
doghouse or shelter because of
being on a chain."
He said many cases in the

county have also involved ne­
glected or severely emaciated
dogs, or cats that are victims of
hoarding cases.
" ... Doing this kind of job is

an emotional roller coaster, I'll
tell you that much," Arthurs
said after sharing a story of
several cats who died during a
past hoarding case.
This year, he said the County

has responded to mostly vac­
cination and starvation cases.
But for animals that arrive at
the County or City's shelters,
there is often times a ray of
hope.

At the county shelter, ani­
mals are generally surrendered
during cruelty cases, Arthurs
said. Animals that are brought
in during cruelty cases are
held for the duration of the
case where they are seen by a
veterinarian and treated. Ani­
mals are also adopted at the
shelter, which gets help from
volunteers with Friends of the
Animal Shelter, also known as
FOTAS.
"We're not a no­kill facility.

We're not. But we adopt just
as much as any other shelter
around here does, probably
more," Arthurs said, adding
that it often transfers animals
to no­kill shelters.
The Albrecht Center is an

adoption center, a full­service
veterinarian clinic and an edu­
cation and training center. The
City of Aiken contracts with
SPCA to accept the animals
that Animal Control deals
with and most are picked to go
through the adoption program,
according to President and
CEO Barbara Nelson. Other
animals at the SPCA come
from all over the state.
Nelson said for criminal

cases, animals are held at the
SPCA but are not advertised.
For strays, there are state laws
about how long they stay in
Animal Control's possession
but "once the animal comes
into (the SPCA's) possession,
they are brought into our adop­
tion system and our medical
system, and once they come
into our system they are no kill
and 90 percent of the dogs are
re­homed by us."

What people should
know

Last June, South Carolina
Gov. Nikki Haley signed a bill
????????????????????????????????
ill treatment of animals. The
???????????????????????????????
of magistrate court, according
to Arthurs.
"When they were in magis­

trate court, we could actually
issue a ticket ... Now, that is
not the case. If you're charged
with ill treatment of animal,
we actually take an arrest
warrant out on them," he
said. "We turn it over to the
?????????????????????????????
us at the jail and then they're
arrested."
The cases are prosecuted

?????????????????????????????
go through general sessions.
Arthurs said the process is a
bit longer, but the good side
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SUBMITTED PHOTO BY ANN KINNEY
This pit bull, Bran, was found abused in August and taken in by the SPCA.

said. Animals that are brought
in during cruelty cases are
held for the duration of the
case where they are seen by a
veterinarian and treated. Ani­
mals are also adopted at the
shelter, which gets help from
volunteers with Friends of the
Animal Shelter, also known as
FOTAS.
"We're not a no­kill facility.

We're not. But we adopt just
as much as any other shelter
around here does, probably
more," Arthurs said, adding
that it often transfers animals
to no­kill shelters.
The Albrecht Center is an

adoption center, a full­service
veterinarian clinic and an edu­
cation and training center. The
City of Aiken contracts with
SPCA to accept the animals
that Animal Control deals
with and most are picked to go
through the adoption program,
according to President and
CEO Barbara Nelson. Other
animals at the SPCA come
from all over the state.
Nelson said for criminal

cases, animals are held at the
SPCA but are not advertised.
For strays, there are state laws
about how long they stay in
Animal Control's possession
but "once the animal comes
into (the SPCA's) possession,
they are brought into our adop­
tion system and our medical
system, and once they come
into our system they are no kill
and 90 percent of the dogs are
re­homed by us."

What people should
know

Last June, South Carolina

Gov. Nikki Haley signed a bill
????????????????????????????????
ill treatment of animals. The
???????????????????????????????
of magistrate court, according
to Arthurs.
"When they were in magis­

trate court, we could actually
issue a ticket ... Now, that is
not the case. If you're charged
with ill treatment of animal,
we actually take an arrest
warrant out on them," he
said. "We turn it over to the
?????????????????????????????
us at the jail and then they're
arrested."
The cases are prosecuted

?????????????????????????????
go through general sessions.
Arthurs said the process is a
bit longer, but the good side

??????????????????????????????­
nesses.
"The biggest thing that I

want to get out is to educate
folks and let them know: You
don't get a ticket for cruelty to
animals," he said. "You're not
going to be getting a ticket.
You're going to be arrested
and you're going to jail. That's
the way you're going to be
charged. We have laws to
protect these animals because
we're the voice. Without the
laws, the animals have no
voice."

If someone sees an animal
being mistreated, he ad­
vises the best thing to do is
use common sense and call
????????????????????????????
number for Public Safety is
803­642­7620, the county
shelter's contact is 803­642­
1537 and the SPCA can be
reached at 803­648­6863.
However, as long as proper
sustenance and shelter is met,
it is not cruelty.
Arthurs and Willing also

added intervening in some
ways, like feeding a dog
believed to be hungry, can
sometimes hurt Animal Con­
trol in proving a case.
"The reality is, the only way

we're going to get somebody
for cruelty to animal is to let
the offense happen," Arthurs
said.
But the best way for a pet

and its owner to stay happy
??????????????????????????????
their lifestyle and giving it

some TLC, according to Will­
ing.
"Pay attention to the pet,"

Nelson added. "Don't just put
it in the backyard and ignore
it. That's what we see so of­
ten. The biggest mistake is
that everyone wants a puppy
or they want a dog for what­
?????????????????????????????
symbol; it's a companion;
temporarily they need some­
??????????????????????????????
they neglect it. It's like taking
love and throwing it out the
window."
The SPCA Albrecht Center

for Animal Welfare is located
at 199 Willow Run Road in
Aiken. The Aiken County
Animal Shelter is located at
411 Wire Road in Aiken.

Christina Cleveland is a
general assignment reporter
at the Aiken Standard. Follow
her on Twitter
@ChristinaNCleve.
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STATE LEGISLATION

S.C. Democratfights
abortionbanwith
proposaltolimitViagra
BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com

A Democratic lawmaker
fromRichland County
acknowledgesher propos­
al tomake itmore difficult
toget medication totreat
erectile dysfunctionlikely

will togo
nowhere.
Butstate
Rep. Mia
McLeod
says she
wants to
send ames­
sage tothe
GOP­con­

trolled GeneralAssembly
about legislating about the
bodies of SouthCaroli­
nians.
McLeodsaid herbill­

oneof most controversial
introduced beforethe
session startsin10 days ­
is herway offighting pro­
posalsthat would restrict
abortions inthe state.
"It'snot ajoke," she

said.
A topHouse Republican

sees littlehumor inMcLe­
od's bill.
House MajorityLeader

Bruce Bannister,R­Green­
ville, compared herpro­
posaltoapoliticalcartoon
­"Entertaining, but kind
of sadthat someone
would spend thetime to
draftand introducethat
bill."
McLeod's proposal

won'tstop GOP­ledef­
fortstolimit abortions,

including a ban20weeks
into apregnancy that is
closeto finalpassage.
"The caucusis goingto

support somepro­life
legislation as wehave
done inthepast," Bannis­
ter said.
McLeodknows herbill

tolimit erectiledysfunc­
tion medication ­in­
cluding Viagra andCialis,
partof a$4 billion­a­year
worldwide industry ­is a
longshot.
"In amale­dominated

Legislature is it likelyto
pass?"McLeod asked.
"No."
Butshe added herbill,

alongwith anti­abortion
proposals, waste law­
makers' time, energyand
taxpayer money.
McLeodhas mentioned

her conversation­creating
billin fundraisingpitches
for her2016stateSenate
campaign. Sheproposes
that doctors must clear
several hurdlesbefore
prescribingerectile dys­
function medication, in­
cluding:
A Referring a patientto

asex therapist
A Conducting a cardiac

stresstest
A Notifying the patient

of thedrug risks
A Obtaining anotarized

affidavit fromat least one
of thepatient's sexual
partnersthat states the

patienthas experienced
symptoms of erectiledys­
function duringthe pre­
vious90days
McLeodsaid herexperi­

ence onaspecial House
panelthat investigated the
state's twoPlanned Par­
enthood clinics thisfall
fueledher tofileher erec­
tile dysfunction bill.
The panelfound the

S.C. clinicswere not in­
volved indonortissue
programs, asource of
national politicalcontro­
versy this year,McLeod
said.
The committee hasnot

finishedworking, said
stateRep. Gary Clary, a
Pickens Republican who
chairsthe panel.But the
investigation found,so far,
that nostate moneyis
being spent tofund
Planned Parenthood.
Another panelof three

senators andthree state
representatives willbegin
working outthe differ­
ences onaproposal to
prohibitabortions at 20
weeks ­instead ofthe
current 24weeks ­soon
after legislators returnJan.
12.
Lawmakers onthecom­

mittee areworking out
possible exemptions for
rape andincest andthe
definition offetal anoma­
ly,said state Sen.Brad
Hutto, aOrangeburg

Democrat whositson the
panel.
Onceadeal isreached,

lawmakers will vote again
onthe bill.If approved,
the banwould head to
Republican Gov.Nikki
Haley'sdesk forher signa­
tureto becomelaw.
Evenif a20­weekban

passes, McLeodexpects
attempts torestrictabor­
tion tocontinue.
"Idon't see anend in

sight,"she said."That's
troubling tosay the least."
McLeod's proposal

highlights how somelaw­
makersadvocate for keep­
ingthe government outof
people's lives ­except
when it comes torestric­
tions for women,Hutto
said.
Women's healthdeci­

sions shouldbeleft upto
the woman,herdoctor
and herfaith, Huttosaid.
By proposingto restrict

access toerectiledys­
function medication,
McLeodsaid shewants
legislators tothinkabout
abortion differently and
broaden discussions to
include men's sexual
health.
If somelawmakers are

going toinsist upon reg­
ulating someissues over
reproductive rights, then
McLeod said,"We should
govern it all."

McLeod
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Pre­filed bills
A GLANCE AT SOME PROPOSALSTHATS.C.
LAWMAKERSWILLCONSIDERDURINGTHE
LEGISLATIVE SESSIONTHATBEGINSJAN.12:

A DAMFUND

S.C. Rep. Jimmy Bales, D­Richland, isproposing tospend
$25 milliontoestablish a fund thatwould provideloans
todam owners.

The money,issuedthrough thestate Departmentof
Health andEnvironmental Control,wouldbe used to
repairor replacedams that have publicaccessroads on
them oror areon a body ofwaterthatallows public
access.

Many homeowners associations don't have themoney to
repairdams that failed inOctober'sflooding, Balessaid.
If a damisowned by a homeownersassociation,its board
of directorswould applyfor theloan andpledge its dues
as collateral.

Allloans wouldhave to be paidbackover15 years orless
atan interestrateset by the statetreasurer.

Balesadded repairing thedams and restoringthe lakes
would help keep localtaxbases up.

LAKENOISEPROHIBITION

StateSen. Ronnie Cromer, R­Newberry,who liveson Lake

Murray,wantstoaddresscomplaintsof noisefrom boats
andbusinesses on thelake.

Since Newberry,Saluda and Richland countiesall touch
the lake,noiserestrictionsvary in eachcounty.

In addition,asheriffin onecounty doesn't have
jurisdictionacross theborder,Cromer said.

Cromeris suggesting DHEC regulate noiseviolations.

MOREMONEY FOR AIRPORTS

StateSen. Paul Campbell, R­Berkeley, introduced a
proposal that couldsend some property taxpaidon
airlines'aircraftto aidsmaller airportsacrossthe state.

Campbell,executivedirector oftheCharleston County
AviationAuthority,suggests theState Aviation Fund
receiveaircraft propertytax money afterthe first $2.5
millionis collected.

The aviation fundis notreceiving any of the property tax
money because the statedoes notcollect enoughtaxes
tomeet thecurrent $5million annualthreshold.The State
AviationFund revenue isused for airfield maintenance,
weather reportingand matching offederal construction
grants.

Smaller general aviation airports inSouth Carolina are
prioritized forthe money because theydon't have the
revenuestreamsof the state'sfour largest airports in
Charleston,Columbia, MyrtleBeach and
Greenville/Spartanburg, saidJames Stephens,executive
directorof S.C.AeronauticsCommission.
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LOOKINGAHEAD

10 QUESTIONS FOR 2016
Whatissues, local and statewide,willwebetalking aboutthisyear?

Herald staff

Voters,electedofficials
andbusiness leadersacross
York,ChesterandLancas­
ter counties–andthrough­
outSouthCarolina–will
have plentyof issues to
debateand, we hope,acton
overthe next 12 months.
Hereare 10questions you
shouldbe readingalot
aboutin 2016:

WILL S.C.FIX ITSROADS?
The state's crumblinghigh­

way systemwill beafocusof the
newlegislative session that gets
underway inJanuary.
Lastyear,the S.C. House

approved abill sponsored by
stateRep. Gary Simrill,R­Rock
Hill, that wouldhavereduced
the numberof roadsin thesys­
temmaintained by thestate
Department of Transportation,
whileraising the state'sgas tax
topay for thestate's infrastruc­
tureneeds.
Thatproposal passed the

Houseby an 87­20margin, but
never came upfor avote inthe
Senate, andfaces a veto threat
fromGov.Nikki Haley ifit
doesn't alsoinclude offsetting
taxcuts.
The roadproblem wascom­

pounded bydamage fromOcto­
ber's heavyflooding inmuch of

the state,but many lawmakers
mightbe lesslikely tosupport
the planwith asurplus projected
inDOT's budgetand the threat
of anelection challengein2016.
The roadsbill willdieif not

approved bythe endof the
Legislature'stwo­year sessionin
June.

PICKINGAPRESIDENT?
SouthCarolina voterswill

weighinearly onthe raceto
choosethe next presidentof the
United States.
Republicans willgo tothe

pollsFeb. 20tochoose froma
dozen candidates competingfor
the party's nomination,while
the state'sDemocrats will
choosefrom asmallernumber
ofcontenders oneweeklater, on
Feb.27.
Democratic frontrunnerHill­

ary Clintonwill countonsup­
port fromSouthCarolina's black
voterstoshore upher advantage
over challengerBernie Sanders.
The GOP,meanwhile, will

havetosort throughacrowded
field torestorethe state's repu­
tation asaRepublicanbell­
wether. In2012, S.C.voters
opted for NewtGingrich,who
wentonto losethe nomination
toMitt Romney–the onlytime
the statehasfailed topick the
eventualnominee.

ANOTHERYEAROF
CHAMPIONS?
WillWinthrop getbackto the

NCAAmen's basketball tourna­
ment for thefirsttime since
2010?The Eagles are offtotheir
best startsince thestoried
2006­07 season,when they
knocked offNotre Dameinthe
NCAAtournament andwon29
games.Can Pat Kelsey'steam
buildonitsstrong start and
rekindle MarchMadness memo­
ries intheRock Hill area?
SouthPointe becamethe first

Rock Hill schooltowinback­to­
backstate football titlesinmid­
December.The Stallions (going
forathirdstraight) andNorth­
western(hunting consecutive
titles)both willhave champion­
ships todefend in2016innew­
look regionsand classifications.
The S.C. HighSchool Leagueis
adding afifth classification this
seasonfor thefirst time.
Can the CarolinaPanthers

win the firstprofessional sports
championship inthearea's his­
tory?The Panthershaveafar
thinner traditionof football
success,but after winning the
first14games oftheir 2015­16
seasonfans aredreaming of
whatmight beonthe NFLhori­
zoninthe comingmonths. The
division rivalAtlanta Falcons
handedthe Panthers their first
loss ofthe seasonlast week, but
fans acrossSouth Carolinaand
NorthCarolina arehoping fora
rebound –andasuccessfulplay­
offrun tolegitimize what'sbeen
astorybook seasonotherwise up
tothis point.

SEE QUESTIONS, 5A
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QUESTIONSYOU'LLBE READING ABOUT IN 2016
WILL YORK COUNTY BUILDANEW HQ?
Lastyear ended with thefuture of YorkCounty's new

administration building upinthe air.
Facing apublic scolding byconservativeactivists who

oppose any additionalcounty bonding, theYork County
Councilin Decemberremoved a $24 million planto
buildanew office building fromapackage ofbond
projectsthat voters approved inNovember.
Instead, councilmembers voted 4­3 onDec.21 to

send theissuetoa"studygroup" that will recommend
acourse of actionbyApril 18–even thoughthe County
Councilvoted inMarchto buildanew administration
building nearthe site ofitscurrent headquarterson
York's SouthCongress Street after areview ofthe site
byYork County's constructionmanagement firm.
Proponents of thebuilding argued delaying construc­

tion wouldonly increase theeventual cost ofthe project
totaxpayers.
WHAT'SNEXT FOR
PENNIES?
York Countylikely will

learn thisyear what roads
will get a faceliftfromthe
fourth roundof "Pennies
for Progress," which could
go tocounty votersfor
approval in2017. The
program isfunded by a
local penny salestax.
A six­person commis­

sion –half appointed by
the YorkCounty Council
and half representing the
county's municipalities –is
tasked withformulating
the listof roadsmost in
need ofrepair, andthe
board will holdaseriesof
community meetings next
year toget the public's
input onwheredrivesare
the worst.
The last roundof Pen­

nies, approved in2011, is
ontrack toraise $161
million bythe time it ex­
piresinApril 2018. It
couldbeawhilebefore
drivers seethe resultsof
someof those projects; of
the 62 projectsapproved
for Pennies 3,47 remain
inthe design andpermit­

ting phase, andfunding
for someexisting projects
might roll overto the2017
list.
WHATWILL 'EQUITY'
LOOKLIKE FOR ROCK
HILL SCHOOLS?
High schoolattendance

zones willlikely beonthe
2016agenda for theRock
Hill schoolboard.
Northwesternand Rock

Hill highschools arenear
capacityfor students,
whileSouth Pointe High
Schoolhas 23 vacant
classroomsthis year.
Butresidential growth

inRock Hill likely will
continue tobeinthe
Northwesternand Rock
Hill highschool attend­
ancezones.
Schoolboard members

discussed theidea of ad­
justing attendance lines
last year,but couldnot
reach aconclusion. One
recommendation hasbeen
tokeep elementary school
zones intact.
Historically, changing

attendance zones isa
controversial process.
A committee studying

equity among the three

highschools also consid­
eredthe questions in
2015. The equity commit­
tee lookedat a variety of
economic, academicand
demographic factors in
trying todefine equity
among those schools.The
committee is expected to
make itsrecommenda­
tions tothe board this
month.
WILL FORTMILL FINALLY GETA
HOSPITAL?
The more than11­year battle to

buildanew FortMill hospital could
again play out inthecourts in2016
–this time intheS.C. Court of
Appeals.
Appeals courtclerkJenny Kitch­

ingssaid Thursday that oncethe
final brieffor the case isfiled, the
courtwill consider whethertohear
oral arguments or decide thecase
onitsrecord. Based onthecase's
record–there are now17volumes
of previoustestimony and data–it
is likelythe Court of Appealswill
hearoral arguments, Kitchings said.
The case beforethe Appeals

Court was filedin January 2015
when Carolinas HealthCareSystem
appealed astateAdministrative Law
Court decisiongranting Piedmont
Medical Center permissiontobuild

a FortMill hospital.
Forthe restof theyear,lawyers

for the twohospitalsfiled docu­
ments with the S.C. Courtof Ap­
peals, including aCarolinas Health­
Care System request toissueastay
while theissueis under appeal. The
Court of Appealsdeclined toissue
the stay.
Piedmont Medical Center plansto

build a 100­bed hospitalat the
intersectionof S.C. 160 andU.S. 21
Bypass, whileCarolinas HealthCare
wants tobuilda$77.5million, 64­
bed hospitalat the SuttonRoad exit
onInterstate 77.
As proposed, aFort Mill hospital

would haveallthe servicesof a
community hospital–general sur­
gery,emergency department, labor
anddelivery andadvancedimaging.

MORE IMPACT FEES?
After nearlyayear'sworth of

debate, theFort Mill Town Council
imposed impactfeeslast year as away
tokeep upwith the cost ofcontinued
growth. The town'spopulation more
thandoubled inthe pastdecade.
The fees collectedon certainnew

developments will pay for improve­
ments intown services, including fire
service andrecreation–but notfor
roads, which many residentsfavored.
After twofull months ofcollecting the
new fees, the town hadan extra
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$76,800 forrecreation, $23,600 for
municipal services andabout $9,400
for fire service.
This year, theTown Council will

decide how tospend the money andif
any tweaks tothe feeordinance are
needed. They can beadjustedina
number of waysat any time, as longas
the Town Councilapproves.
Lancaster Countycouldfollow Fort

Mill's lead in2016.Last summer,the
County Councilheard apresentation
about impact feesfromthe Catawba
Regional Council ofGovernments.
The CountyCouncil is expectedto
schedule ahearing onaproposed
impact feeordinance sometimethis
month.
Although they couldbeimplement­

ed countywide, CountyCouncil mem­
bers arespecifically looking for ways
tooffset the cost ofproviding more

services inthehigh­growth Indian
Land area.
WHAT'S NEXT FOR KNOWLEDGE
PARK?
The soundsof machinery should

returntothe Bleachery in2016.
Renovations onthe five­storyLow­

enstein building areexpected tostartin
the firstquarter ofthe year andtake less
thanayear tocomplete, says Tim
Elliott,apartner inSidewalks Rock Hill
LLC, whichis partnering with the
masterdeveloper, Sora­Phelps.
Itwill bethe firstconstructionon the

project since theconcept was unveiled
in2012.
There'salso much paperwork stillto

bedone totransformthe formerRock
Hill Printing&Finishing Co. site intoa
placewhere peoplecan live, work and
play. Developersare working withcity
officials tofinalize the development

standardsfor building height anddensi­
tyanduses, Elliottsaid.
The developers arealso working with

stateofficials todetermine what must
bedone so theredevelopment qualifies
for avariety of taxcredits, especially
historic taxcredits.
The cityalready hasimprovedWhite

Streetby upgradingutilities, adding
concrete curbsand gutters,and repav­
ingthe street.Officials areworking with
the developerstodetermine what other
infrastructureimprovements needtobe
made.Plans call foranetwork ofin­
teriorroads.
Alsoremainingfrom 2015is theissue

oftransportation. Will thesite beserved
byastreetcarlinking it toWinthrop
University anddowntown Rock Hill?
Advocatessay it would resultinahigher
quality ofdevelopment with more retail
andrestaurant space.

NATIHARNIK AP

DonaldTrump leadsthe GOP pollsin South Carolina now.Will he
when it comestime to votein February?

ANDY BURRISS aburriss@heraldonline.com

After years of planning, we shouldfinally
see some workstart at theLowenstein
Building atthe Bleachery inRockHill.
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ANDY BURRISS aburriss@heraldonline.com

Will Winthrop'smen'sbasketball
teammake it backtothe NCAA
tournament?

Townof Fort Mill

Fort Millwill spendsome ofits new
impact fees onfireservice.

Heraldfile

Will PiedmontMedical Center finally getto build itsnew hospitalin Fort Mill?
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JEFF SOCHKO Herald file

The state'scrumblinghighway systemwill getalotof attention whenthe Legislature reconvenes in January.

Heraldfile

WillYorkCounty finally moveforwardonanew
administrationbuilding?

Herald file

Will South PointeHigh School benefitfromany of the
school district'sequity efforts?
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Herald file

What newroad projects will be identified forthe next roundof "Penniesfor Progress?"
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HEALTHCARE

Database
couldcurb
drug abuse
BY SEANNA ADCOX

Associated Press

COLUMBIA

Mostdoctors inSouth
Carolinawill soonbe
requiredtoconsult astate­
wide database ofpatients'
medical historyas away
tocombat thestate's ram­
pantprescription painkill­
erproblem.
The changeswill direct

any doctorwho wantsto
billeither Medicaidor the
statehealthplan touse
thedatabase that's been
voluntarysince 2008, said
ChristianSoura, director
ofthe state's Department
ofHealth and Human
Services.
Announcements will

likelygo out inFebruary
onthe mandate,which
startsApril 1,he toldThe
AssociatedPress.
The SouthCarolina

Medical Associationsup­
portsthe change, but
"therewill besomedoc­
torsunhappy about yet
anotherstep throwninto
themix," saiditsCEO,
stateRep. ToddAtwater.

"Some sayitwill slow
me downanother minute
andhalf I don't have,but
really?" said Atwater,
R­Lexington."Sometimes
youhavetohavealittle
inconvenience todothe
rightthingand get some
ofthese opioids off the
streets."
The mandatewill come

three yearsafter Inspector
GeneralPatrick Maley
recommended it inare­
port,describing high­
prescribers aseither moti­
vatedbymoney or naively
helping"doctorshop­
pers." Inresponse tohis
report,Gov. Nikki Haley
created the Prescription
DrugAbuse Prevention
Council, which similarly
concluded oneyearago
that mandating the data­
base's use iskey tocom­
batingabuse ofOxyCon­
tin, Percocetand other
opioids.
Similarmandates enact­

ed inNew Yorkand Ten­

nessee in2012 resulted in
drops of75 percentand 36
percent, respectively, a
year later inpatientssee­
ingmultiple doctorsfor
the same drugs,according
tothe Centers forDisease
Controland Prevention's
2014 VitalSignsreport.
Thatreport ranked

SouthCarolina 11thhigh­
est nationwide inprescrib­
ingpainkillers, with 102
prescriptions written for
every 100 people.
Technology improve­

ments tothe database
were alsocritical togain­
ingtheir support and–
according toofficials –the
reasonfor delaying the
mandate.
A lawpassed inJune

2014 requiredpharmacists
toreport daily onthe con­
trolled substances they
sell,toensure the data­
baseis regularlyupdated.
Butaclausespecified that
doctors andpharmacists
don't havetoactually
consult it beforeprescrib­

ingor dispensing med­
icine.
Accordingto thecoun­

cil's report six months
later,just 21 percentof
SouthCarolina's prescrib­
ers hadregistered for the
PrescriptionMonitoring
Program andfew ofthem
actually usedit.
Officials saythat's part­

ly because registering
requiredfillingout paper­
work,getting itnotarized
andmailing the applica­
tion toDHEC. Andonly
the prescribingdoctor had
alogin toaccess thedata­
base.
The decree willaffect

the vastmajority of doc­
torsinSouth Carolina,
thoughthe exact percent­
ageis unclear.
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S.C.'s painkiller abuse problem
Beginning thisspring, mostdoctorswill be required to
registerand useastatedatabase of patients' prescription
history.Here'salook atSouth Carolina'spainkiller abuse
problem andcurrentuse of thePrescription Monitoring
Program:

ALast fiscalyear,291.4 millionopiatesweredispensed

statewide to1.2million patients.Compared to the
previous year, that's18.6million more opiatesto 670
fewerpatients.

AIn2014, atleast487 South Caroliniansdied by

accidentallyoverdosingon a prescription drug. That's up
from236in2013 and225 in2012.

AThedatabase helpedleadto 400arrests lastfiscal year.

Charges includedcontrolled substance fraud, doctor
shopping and prescription forging. Health care
professionals made upaquarter ofthosearrested. The
agency doesn't track case outcomes.
Source: South CarolinaDepartmentof Health andEnvironmental Control
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ORANGE BOWL

Rivals rootingfor
Tigers,Sooners
BY ADAM KILGORE
The WashingtonPost
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA.

Inthe middle of this
month,Clemson safety
Jayron Kearse received
messagesfrom playershe
would typically consider
rivals. He requiredno
reinforcementof the im­
portance ofClemson's
collegefootball playoff
showdown againstOkla­
homa,the winner of which
will play forthe national
title.Members Florida
StateSeminoles wanted
him toremember another
strain ofmotivation.
"They'retellingme,'Put

onfortheACC,'thingslike
that,"Kearsesaid."They
diditoneyear.Theywent
totheplayoffslastyear.
Rightnow,wefeellikewe
havetheACConourback.
We'regoingtotrytocarry
ittothebestofourabil­
ities."
Whenthe Orange Bowl

kicksoff Thursday at 4
p.m., the foremost con­
cern ofNo. 1 Clemson and
No. 4Oklahoma will be
ontheir ownupshot ­ their
seasonends, or they play
for thebig trophy. The
playoff gamewill also
offer aone­game refer­
endum­nomatter how
frivolousthe idea ­of the
strength of theBig 12 and
the ACC,perhaps thetwo
most­maligned confer­
ences amongthe Power 5.
The restof collegefoot­

ballremains suspicious of
the ACC,Florida State's
national titletwo years

ago notwithstanding,
especially afterOregon
drubbedthe Seminoles in
last season's playoff. The
Big 12,the lonePower 5
conference without atitle
gametoshowcase its best
teams, did notsend a
teamtothe playoff last
seasonand boasts the
fourthseed, andtherefore
the last teamtomake the
cut,this year. If Alabama
beats MichiganState, it
will leaveeither the ACC
or the Big12 as thelone
conference towinaplay­
offgame.
Is it rational togauge a

conference's relative
strength onthe basisof
onegame, likesome gridi­
ronversion of singlecom­
bat?Surely, it is not.But if
youare lookingfor ration­
al, collegefootball is the
wrong placetostart. The
hot take machine isal­
readyhumming, and the
missivesare already being
prepared, readytobe
typed onmessageboards
andspoken byrival coach­
es inlivingrooms. IfOkla­
homa loses,it will bemore
evidence of theBig 12's
slippage. IfClemson falls,
the ACCwill reinforce its
status asthe stepchildof
the Power 5.
Ifyoudon'tbelievethe

playoff'simpactonconfer­
encereputation,remember
lastyear.OhioStateflipped
theperceptionoftheBig
Ten,andtheBuckeyes'
suddenrisecombinedwith

thearrivalofJimHarbaugh
atMichiganelevatedthe
entireconference.The
committeeleftoutTCU
andBaylor,theco­cham­
pionsmanybelievedwould
havebeenworthy.Oklaho­
mahasthechancetosug­
gesttheBig12deserved
representationlastseason
andproveitshouldn'tbe
passedoveragaininthe
future.
"It really hurtus," Soon­

ers defensivelineman
Charles Tapper said.
"There weretwo teams
that should havebeenin
it. They coulddefinitely
been intheplayoffs and
probably wonthe playoffs.
If wego out thereand we
dominate, the Big 12
would definitely takeabig
stepup."
Tobe sure,not allthe

participantsare as preoc­
cupiedby measuring con­
ferences. "Idefinitely
thinkalotofguys inthe...
Big 12?Is it Big 12?" Clem­
sonlinebacker Ben Boul­
ware said."BigTen or Big
12,Iget themconfused. I
definitely thinkalotof
guysinthe Big 12are
happytohaveOklahoma
representthem."
The collegefootball

playoff committee is not
supposed totakeprior
seasonsinto account when
it choosesthe best four
teams.As OU CoachBob
Stoops said, "Everyyear is
anew year."Butthe com­
mittee is composed of

humans, and humansare
nothingif notacollection
of biases.They cansay the
way conferencesstack up
insignificant gameswill
not leavean imprint on
their selections.Percep­
tion,though, is hard to
sandblast fromabrain.
The winner ofthis year's
playoff gamescouldwell
impactthe composition of
next year'sbracket.
Itcan also affect recruit­

ingclasses. SECcoaches
can nolongertell recruits
that they won'tplay for
national titles ifthey
chooseaBig Tenor ACC
school­OhioStateand
Florida Stateproved it
false.The Big 12,mean­
while, hasnot wonana­
tional championship since
Vince Youngled Texas to
the BCS titlein2005. And
coaches use conference
standing asaweaponin
recruiting.
"They're always talking

about conferences,"
Kearse said. "Theyknow
guyswant toplay against
the best,play with the
best. So that comes upa
lot.When theSEC school
is comingtoyou, that's
the firstthingthey say:
'Wouldn't youlike toplay
inthe SEC?' "
ForClemsonandOkla­

homa,alesserbowlmay
haveprovidedacluetothe
relativestrengthofeach
conference.Tuesdayinthe
RussellAthleticBowl­the
gameinwhichClemson
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batteredOklahoma,40­6,
lastyear­theBig12'sBay­
lorthumpedACCrunner­
upNorthCarolina.
OnThursday,theTigers

andSoonerswillrender
thatmatchupwhollyirrele­
vant,andaddtheirown
argumentstotheongoing
conferencewarfare,what­
everthatmeansordoesn't.

"It'sreally justabout
Clemson and Oklahoma
rightnow," Boulwaresaid.
"It is ACCversus Big 12.
Whatever. We're focused
onClemson."

Haleyattending
Orange Bowl
South Carolina governor

NikkiHaley hasn'tbeen shy
about her Clemson
fandom.

She met herhusband her
firstdayon campus,wears
orangeon game days
despiteliving inColumbia
andeven textswithTigers
coach DaboSwinney on
occasion. Earlyinthe

month, she mentioned
followingthe teamifit
reached theCollege
Football Playoff,andon
the eveofthe Orange
Bowl, she will,in fact, make
the trip.

Clemson faces Oklahoma
at4p.m. Thursday.

­ STAFFREPORTS
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LOOKINGBACK ON2015

S.C. comes
throughdeath
anddestruction
withhope
.......................................................

Charlestonmayor's40th
andfinalyearinofficea
trying oneforhim, andfor
thestate
.......................................................

Shooting deathof
unarmedblack man
symbolofnationaldebate
overpoliceshootings
.......................................................

Confederate battleflag
finallycamedownfrom
Statehouse,thenflood
waters cameup
.......................................................

BY JEFFREY COLLINS AND
BRUCE SMITH

Associated Press
Thepoliceshootingofan
unarmedblackmaninNorth
Charleston.Thekilling of
ninepeopleduringBible
studyat ahistoric
African­Americanchurchin
Charleston.Historic flooding
that droppednearlyhalf
their yearlyrainfallinless
thantwodays.The
Confederateflagflownon the
Statehousegroundscoming
downaftermultipleother

effortshadfailed.
Thepast yearhas beenoneof
significantchangefor South
Carolina.Hereare aseriesof
snapshotsaboutthe key
momentsandplayersin
2015:

WALTERSCOTT
Before hisdeathwas

shownaround the world

andhe becameasymbol
of theongoing debateover
police shootings ofun­
armed African­Americans,
Walter Scottwasjust a
50­year­old forklift driver
at awarehouse and afath­
er behind onhischild
support payments.
He waspulled over on

April 4for abroken brake
light byNorth Charleston
Officer MichaelSlager.

Peoplego tojail allthe
time inSouthCarolina for
missing child support
paymentsand Scott, who
was behind onhis, called
hismother fromhis carto
say hemightneed her
help gettingbail.
Moments later,heran

fromhis carandaround
the corner. Slager ranafter
him toward avacant field.
A passer­by capturedwhat
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happened next onhis
cellphone. The video
showed Slager firingeight
shotsat Scott's back.Scott
was struck byseveral
bulletsand fell.
The shooting happened

inacitywhose officers
facedyears of accusations
of mistreatingminorities.
Scott's family calledfor

calm,especially after
Slager's swiftarrest, say­
ingthey did notwant
Scott's memory soiledby
violence.
A co­worker ofScott

said at the timeit was a
fitting tribute. "He
wouldn't hurtafly,man,"
RonaldSmith said.

JOE RILEY
Inhis 40th and final

year asCharleston's may­
or,Joe Rileyfacedhis
most trying time.
The manwho steered

the citythrough Hurricane
Hugo in1989found his
toughest moments ona
hot,sticky summer night
when what hecalled
"pure, pureconcentrated
evil" came toachurch in

his 345­year­old city.
Afteracall at 9:30p.m.

June 17, Rileyhurried to
historic Emanuel AME
Churchwhere nineblack
parishioners had been
shot andkilled duringa
Biblestudy.
Inthe days following,

Rileyagain became the
face ofthe historic city,
comforting victims, at­
tending funeralsandbeing
avoice ofcalm.
"Iknew that inthis

incident everything Idid,
everything Isaid, had to
beperfect," toensure
calm prevailed, Rileysaid.
The city ­andindeed

the wholenation ­
seemed tocometogether
inthe wakeof theshoot­
ings, with thousandsgath­
eringon thesweeping
Ravenel Bridgeover the
Cooper Riverinashowof
unity several days later.
PresidentObama and
other dignitaries traveled
toCharleston topay their
respectsfor those who
died. Morethan$5 million
hasbeen donated bythou­
sands ofpeople tohelp
support thevictims' fam­
ilies andfund college

scholarships for Char­
leston­area students.
Rileyhas madeit clear

that hewill continue to
work onthe issueof gun
violence after heleaves
office.
"We donot wantto

encroach on law­abiding
citizens' rightstoown a
gun but wemust prevent
guns fromfalling into the
wrong hands,"Rileysaid
at an eventearlier this
month at Emanuel to
announce a new effort to
curbgun violence.
The suspected killer in

the Charleston shootings,
Dylan Roof, wasableto
buy thegun that was used
inthe shootings because
of arecordkeeping
problem that prevented
federal officials fromdis­
qualifying him beforea
three­day deadline ex­
pired.

RUSSELL OTT
Russell Ottknew that

the Confederate flagfly­

ingoutside the South
Carolina statehousehad to
come down,and it hadto
come down now­not
later.

The eyes ofthe nation
and theworld were
squarely focused onhis
placeof work andthe little
known 37­year­old House
member whotookover his
dad's seat back in2013
was having troublebeliev­
ingwhat was happening.
He hadn't madeapassion­
ate speechimploring his
colleagues tolet go ofthe
symbolof abygoneera,
but hefirmly believedit
was timefor it tohappen
and hedidn't wanttosee
the Legislature andthe
stateblow their chance of
having it happenand risk
looking likefools or ob­
structionists.
Gov.Nikki Haley had

said less thanaweek after
the slayingsat Emanuel
AME Churchthat the flag
should comedown and
the stateSenatehad
reachedthe same conclu­
sion.
Butas the sunset on

July 8,the peoplewho
wanted the flagremoved
were stunned. Flagsup­
porters inthe Housesud­
denly appearedto have

SEE 2015,6A
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2015
FROM PAGE 5A
enoughvotesfor an
amendmenttothe bill
backed byHaley andthe
Senatethat would post­
poneitspassage, keeping
therebel bannerflying
outside thechambers. The
flagsupporters wanted a
guaranteethat the flag
wouldbesent toamu­
seumandthey were will­
ingtoholdupthe process
forit, even ifitmeant
goingagainst therising
tideof supporttobringit
down.
Ott hasbeen around the

Legislaturebut never
beforehad beenakey
figure. Helobbied for
farmersfor nearlyade­
cadebeforereplacing his
dadandinthree years had
beenthe sponsorof one
billthat hasbecome law­
creatingamigratorywa­
terfowlcommittee. Buthe
knew parliamentaryrules
andheknew there was an
arcane, rarelyused way
that hecouldgetthe flag
supporterswhat they

wantedand also keepthe
stateonpacetobring the
bannerdown.
His goalwas simple.

Thelonger the debate
wenton, themore likelyit
wasthat the wholeprocess
wouldgetderailed.
Heand hiscolleagues

wenttowork, twisting
arms,holding last­minute
votesandwatching the
clocktick pastmidnight to
allowthem tovote onthe
finalmeasure duringa
new day.
At1a.m. thebill finally

passed.On July10, the
flagfinally came down.In
SouthCarolina, however,
thedebate over the fateof
theflag stillrages on.

MAJ.GEN.ROBERT
LIVINGSTON
Itwasthe most impor­

tantmission of South
CarolinaNational Guard
commanderMaj. Gen.
RobertLivingston's life,
directingthousands of
soldiersand civiliansdur­
ingSouthCarolina's his­
toricfloods.
Livingstonwas atrue

soldierworking with Gov.
NikkiHaley tocarry out
herwishes andbyher side
whenshe gavethe public
updates.
Butpeoplearound the

stateleft littledoubt that
Livingston'spreparation
inthedays and years
beforethe floods, andhis
decisiveactionas the
disasterunfolded, pre­
ventedaterrible situation
frombeing so much
worse.
"Wewere rescuing

peopleat the same time
wewere putting things
togetherback inColum­
bia,"Livingston said.
Livingstonhelpedget

cleanwater into thepipes
atColumbia hospitals
worriedabouthow many
criticallyill patients might
dieifthey hadto close
andmovethem.His sol­
dierssaved dozens oflives
withair andboat rescues
andhelpedrepairwashed
outroadsand bridges.
They avertedwhat would
havebeenadisasteron
topof adisaster bykeep­
ingColumbia's water

systemrunning and water
comingfromalmost
400,000taps byfixinga
canalbreach andlaying
pipetoget water into the
treatmentplant.
"Alotof theguys who

weredoing a lotofdis­
cussionhad built roads
anddams andthings like
that downinEcuador and
Hondurasand placeslike
that backinthe 1980sand
90s," Livingstonsaid.
"Theyunderstood build­
ingstructures inless than
ideal conditions."
NowLivingston laughs

that hehasanother set of
problems, created bywell­
meaning SouthCaroli­
nianswho poured kind­
nessat hissoldiers for
weeks.
"Thesupport fromthe

peopleof SouthCarolina
wasjusttremendous,"
Livingstonsaid "I'm hav­
ingtoput half ofmysol­
diersonthe weight control
programnowbecause
theygot fedso many
doughnuts,cookies and
everythingelse."
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MATT WALSH The (Columbia) State

Aman pulls hisboat out of floodwaterafter partsof South Carolina were submergedin October amidheavy rainsand faileddams.
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TIM DOMINICKtdominick@thestate.com

CharlestonMayor JoeRiley speaksataprayer vigilfor the peoplekilledin Emanuel
AME ChurchinCharleston inJune. "Iknew thatin thisincident everythingIdid,
everything Isaid,had to be perfect,"toensurecalm prevailed,saidRiley,who isretiring.
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JOHN BAZEMOREAP

Anhonor guardfromthe Highway Patrol removes the
Confederatebattle flag fromthe Statehousegroundsin
Columbiaon July10,ending its54­year presence there.
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FEIDIN SANTANAAP

Inthis imagefromvideo,Walter Scottstruggles with police officer MichaelThomas Slager inNorthCharleston on
April 4.Moments later,the videoshowsSlager firing eight shotsatScott'sback.Scott'sdeath wasshown aroundthe
world, and hebecame asymbol of the ongoing debateoverpolice shootings of unarmedAfrican­Americans.
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SCfaith leaders
encourage inclusion
amongreligions
BY CASSIE COPE

ccope@thestate.com

South Carolinareli­
giousleaders encouraged
inclusiveness onTuesday
after aleading presi­
dential candidate pro­
posed banning Muslims
fromentering thecountry
andmany politicians
announced theiropposi­
tion toallowingSyrian
refugees toresettle inthe
United States.
Membersof Interfaith

Partners of SouthCar­
olinasaid they want resi­
dents toknowthe state
hasaheritage ofdifferent
religions coexisting.
"We haveavery large

andvery vibrantfaith­
based statehere," said
WillMoreau Goins,
chairman of Interfaith
Partners andrepresent­
ingNative American
Spirituality.
During January, In­

terfaithPartners, which
aimstofoster under­
standing andcooperation
among religious groups,
will holdeventsencour­
aginginteraction be­
tweenSouth Carolinians
with different religious
backgrounds aspart of
the fourthInterfaith
HarmonyMonth.

The eventsrange from
a Baha'idevotionalser­
vice toNative American
winter storytelling.
Leaders encouraged

understanding at atime
when Muslims are being
singled outbased onthe
acts ofextremist groups.
Muslims havelived

peacefully inSouthCar­
olinafor three centuries,
said Carl Evans, aChris­
tianand pastpresident of
Interfaith Partners. Now,
the fearof extremistsis
feeding suspicion,fear,
hostility,hateful speech,
and demandsfor exag­
gerated scrutinyagainst
an entire religiouspop­
ulation, hesaid,reading a
statement adoptedbythe
Interfaith Partners board.
Forexample, leading

Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump
proposed atemporary
ban onMuslim travelers
fromentering theUnited
States inthewake of
attacks inParis andCali­
fornia.
"Misinformation is

rooted infear that is
being spread around our
country," Evanssaid,
adding that fear isspread

bysme presidentialcan­
didates for political gain.
Chaudhry Sadiq, a

Muslim, said Trump's
narrow­mindedness
means theNew York
billionairedoes notde­
serve tobean American
leader. Sadiq said he
condemnsextremist
terroristswho claim to
representIslam.
Evans, aretired Uni­

versityof SouthCarolina
religion professor, said
peaceinAmerica de­
pends onpeople valuing
diversity without perceiv­
ingdifferences as a
threat.
Inaddition, Interfaith

Partners welcomes Syrian
refugees fleeing death
and destructionof acivil
war intheir home coun­
try, hesaid.
S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley

hasrequested that Syr­
ians not beallowedto
relocate inthe statebe­
causeof securitycon­
cerns. However, two
Syrian refugees have
been resettledinRich­
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FAITH
landCounty, and afamily
of 11 refugees is expected
tofollow.
Haley,who was raiseda

Sikhbut later converted to
Christianity, signed aproc­

lamation declaringJanuary
Interfaith HarmonyMonth.
Peopleoften fearothers

who aredifferent or have
different customs andtra­
ditions, Evanssaid.
"Theway toovercome

that, wethink, isto cross
religious linestobecome
friends andneighbors of
peopleof other faiths."

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope
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CHESTER COUNTY DEVELOPMENT

$1.6B
mystery
project
gets OK
$1.6billionplant would belargestsingle
investmentinSouthCarolina

Companynametobereleased at
groundbreakingceremony

Plant isexpectedtocreate about1,400jobs
BYDON WORTHINGTON

dworthington@heraldonline.com
CHESTER

The Chester CountyCouncil approved giv­
ingtaxbreaksTuesday aspartof an economic
development packagetobringa$1.6billion
manufacturing facilitytothe county.
The council,without discussion,approved

an ordinance for"Project 1429" which could
employ asmany as1,400people.
Countyofficialsdeclined toidentify the

company orto saywhere theplant will be
built. They said the information willbemade

publicby thecompany at aFebruary or March
groundbreaking ceremonythat will likely be
attendedby Gov.NikkiHaley.
Beforeapprovingtheordinancetogranttax

incentives,thecouncilheldapublichearingon
theproject.Theonlyinformationprovidedbe­
forethemeetingforresidentswasitspotential
investmentandjobsitwouldcreateandthatit
wasacellulosicrenewabledieselfacility.

SEE CHESTERPLANT,7A
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CHESTER PLANT
Noresident spoke at any of

thethree public hearings on
economic development matters
Tuesday.
Beforethe vote onProject

1429, councilmanJohn Wayne
Holcombe asked ifthere wasany
moreinformation onthe project.
Butafter thevote, Holcombe
said it washis mistake; hesaid
hehad forgottenthat details
wouldnot bereleased at the
meeting.
CouncilmanAlexOliphantdid

notattendTuesday's meeting.
Hehas excusedhimself from
deliberations about theproject
because heownsproperty that
couldbeaffected.
Countyattorney Joan Winters

said statelawallows Chester
Countytokeep thecompany's
nameconfidential. Shesaid once
theproject becomes public there
wouldbeotheropportunities for
publiccomment such asthe
stateDepartment of Health and
EnvironmentalControl's permit­

tingprocess.
DHECofficials said Tuesday

theagency hasnot received an
application forthis project, andit
hasnot permitted afacility of
this typebefore.
"Without knowing moreabout

the process andthe typeand
quantity ofemissions expected,
wecannot determine whattype
of airpermit, ifany, wouldbe
needed at this time,"said DHEC
spokesman Jim Beasley.
CountyAdministrator Shane
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Stuart said Tuesday keeping the
company name's confidential is
inthe bestinterest of Chester
Countyresidents. Hedeclined to
comment further.
Countyofficials havecontin­

ually cited that givingtoo many
detailson possible economic
prospects couldkill adeal. Not
releasingcompany names before
apublic hearing or final vote is a
practicecounty officials have
usedfor variouseconomic devel­
opmentprojects, including the
recent recruitment ofGiti Tire.
Other counties, suchas Lan­

caster andYork, typically require
the companybe namedbefore a
public hearing.
John Crangle, executive direc­

torof Common Cause South
Carolina, said secrecy that
shrouds economic development
projects isa"longstanding prac­
tice inthe state."He said the
only curewould befor the state
Department ofCommerce to
haveapublic checklistto release
information on taxbreaks,land
grants or otherincentives.
He said the company name, or

at least a detaileddescription of

the project, shouldbeavailable
toresidents beforeapublichear­
ing sothey can researchthe
company.
Karlisa Parker,Chester Coun­

ty's economic development
director, said thecompany has
been thoroughly reviewed by
county officials and that eight
years ago affectedresidents had
the chance tocomment onthe
project withoutknowing the
name ofthe company. Shesaid
residents asked forone change
that the company said it was
willing tomake.
"We haveheld their (thecom­

pany's) feet tofire onthat,"
Parker said.
In August2007, The Herald

reported Chester Countywas
being considered for twoplants
that would make ethanol, one
using corn, theotherusing wood
chips andotherdebris from the
logging industry. Atthe time,
Parker said the businessplan­
ning a wood­based ethanolplant
hasvast experiencewith cellu­
losicethanol technology.
Parker said Tuesday thecorn­

basedethanol plant wasnolong­

erbeing considered for Chester
County.
As planned, Project1429

wouldbe thelargest single,eco­
nomicdevelopment investment
inSouthCarolina history, when
compared tostatisticsprovided
bythe stateDepartment of Com­
merce.
The largestprevious economic

development project,by in­
vestment, wasBridgestone
Americas at $1.2billion, accord­
ingtothe commerce depart­
ment.
The investment isalmost three

timeslarger thanthe $560mil­
lionGiti Tireplant under con­
structionnearRichburg. The Giti
plant isexpected tocreate1,700
jobs.
Projectsofthis size typically

qualifyfor avarietyof state
incentives.It isthe stateDepart­
ment ofCommerce's policynot
tocomment onpossible projects.
Similarprojects typically also

needrailroad accessto shipraw
materialsand finishedproduct.

Don Worthington:
803­329­4066, @rhherald_donw
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CHESTERCOUNTYCOUNCIL

$1.6billion mysteryproject getstaxdeal
$1.6billionplantwouldbelargestsingleinvestment inS.C.

Companynametobe releasedatgroundbreaking ceremony

Plantis expectedtocreateabout1,400jobs

BY DON WORTHINGTON
dworthington@heraldonline.com

CHESTER

The Chester CountyCouncil
approved givingtax breaks
Tuesday as partof an economic
development packagetobring a
$1.6 billion manufacturing facil­
ity tothe county.
The council,without dis­

cussion, approved an ordinance
for "Project1429"which could
employ asmany as1,400 peo­
ple.
Countyofficials declined to

identify the companyor tosay
where theplant will bebuilt.
They said the information will
bemade publicby thecompany
at aFebruary or March ground­
breaking ceremony that will
likely beattended byGov.Nikki
Haley.
Before approvingthe ordi­

nance togrant taxincentives,
the council heldapublichearing
onthe project.The onlyin­
formationprovided beforethe
meeting for residentswas its
potentialinvestment and jobsit
would createand that it wasa
cellulosic renewablediesel facil­
ity.
No resident spokeat the any

of thethree public hearingson
economic development matters
Tuesday.
Before thevote onProject

1429, councilman John Wayne
Holcombe asked if therewas
any more information onthe
project.But afterthe vote, Hol­
combe said it washis mistake;
hesaid he hadforgotten that
details wouldnot bereleased at
the meeting.

Councilman AlexOliphant
did notattend Tuesday'smeet­
ing.He has excusedhimself
fromdeliberations about the
project because he ownsproper­
tythat couldbe affected.
Countyattorney JoanWinters

said statelaw allows Chester
Countyto keepthe company's
name confidential. Shesaid
once the project becomespublic
there would beother opportuni­
ties for public commentsuchas
the stateDepartment of Health
and EnvironmentalControl's
permittingprocess.
DHEC officials said Tuesday

the agency hasnotreceived an
application for this project,and
it hasnot permitted afacility of
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this typebefore.
"Without knowing more

about the process andthe
typeand quantity ofemis­
sionsexpected, we cannot
determine whattype ofair
permit, ifany, wouldbe
needed at this time,"said
DHEC spokesman Jim
Beasley.
CountyAdministrator

Shane Stuart said Tuesday
keepingthe company
name's confidential is in
the bestinterest of Ches­
ter Countyresidents. He
declined tocomment
further.
Countyofficials have

continually cited that
givingtoo manydetails on
possible economic pro­
spects couldkill adeal.
Notreleasing company
names beforeapublic
hearing or final vote is a
practice countyofficials
haveused forvarious
economic development
projects, includingthe
recent recruitment ofGiti
Tire.

Other countiessuch as
Lancasterand Yorktyp­
icallyrequire the company
benamed beforeapublic
hearing.
John Crangle, executive

director ofCommon
Cause SouthCarolina,
said secrecy that shrouds
economic development
projectsis a"longstanding
practice inthestate." He
said the onlycure would
befor the stateDepart­
ment ofCommerce to
haveapublicchecklist to
release information ontax
breaks, landgrants or
other incentives.
He said the company

name, or at least ade­
taileddescription ofthe
project, shouldbeavail­
abletoresidents beforea
public hearing so theycan
researchthe company.
Karlisa Parker,Chester

County's economic devel­
opment director, said the
company hasbeen thor­
oughlyreviewed by county
officials and that eight
years ago affectedresi­

dents had thechance to
commentonthe project
without knowing thename
of thecompany. Shesaid
residentsasked for one
changethat the company
saidit was willingto
make.
"We haveheld their

(the company's) feetto
fire onthat,"Parker said.
InAugust 2007, The

Heraldreported Chester
Countywas being consid­
eredfor twoplants that
would make ethanol,one
using corn,the other using
woodchips andother
debris fromthe logging
industry. Atthe time,
Parker said the business
planning awood­based
ethanolplant hasvast
experiencewith cellulosic
ethanoltechnology.
Parker said Tuesday the

corn­based ethanolplant
was nolongerbeing con­
sidered for Chester Coun­
ty.
Asplanned,Project1429

wouldbethelargestsingle,
economicdevelopment

investmentinSouthCar­
olinahistory,whencom­
paredtostatisticsprovided
bythestateDepartmentof
Commerce.
The largestprevious

economic development
project, byinvestment,
was BridgestoneAmericas
at $1.2billion, according
tothe commerce depart­
ment.
The investment isal­

most three timeslarger
thanthe $560 million Giti
Tireplant under construc­
tion nearRichburg. The
Gitiplant is expectedto
create1,700jobs.
Projects of thissize

typically qualify forava­
rietyof stateincentives. It
is thestate Department of
Commerce's policy not to
commentonpossible
projects.
Similarprojects typically

also needrailroad access
toship raw materialsand
finishedproduct.

Don Worthington:
803­329­4066,
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