
State assistance expanding for
impoverishednewS.C.mothers
Moreimpoverished

new mothers andbabies
will get stateattention in
coming months inan
effort toassurefamily
health, Gov. Nikki Haley
saidTuesday.
Planscall for nurses to

work with an additional
3,200 mothers,mainly in
ruralareas, to provide
"thetools they needtobe
successful," Haley said.
The projectexpands an

effort that originally as­
sisted 1,200families,
providingadvice onjob
training, education and
parenting skillsas wellas
healthcare.
The $30 million early

childhood projectover­
seen bystate Health and
HumanServices officials
will bepaidfor partly
throughapartnership
with fivefoundations.

­ TIMFLACH
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Akey
ingredient
is missing
from
Senate's
DOT
reform
plan
IF YOUR BOSSboss can't

fire you, she's notyour
boss. If noonecan fireyou
­ or evencut your pay or

reduce or increase yourrespon­
sibilities or inany other way
influence yourwork conditions
­ thenyoureally don'thave a
boss.
The members ofthe state

Transportation Commission
don't have a boss.If the plan
approved by theSenate
Transportation Committeeto
"reform" the commissionbe­
comes law, they still won't have
a boss.And that's aproblem, a
problem that significantly di­
minishes the benefit ofover­
hauling thecommission ­and
significantly reduces the bang
we'll get for our transportation
bucks.
It wouldbewonderful ifwe

could widenand improveand
evenbuild new roadsevery­
whereanyone wanted them.But
evenif weraised thegas taxby
$2agallon (legislatorsare con­
sidering 10to12cents), westill
couldn'tafford that.
Soit's essential that wetarget

ourlimited transportation dol­
larstoour greatestneeds. If the

roadconditions, population
density andtrafficvolume dem­
onstratethat weneed more
roadwork inthe Upstatethan
theLowcountry, thenwe needa
Transportation Department that
candevote moreresources to
theUpstate thanthe Lowcoun­
try.Ifwe knowobjectively that
thereis a greaterneedfor road
improvements inurbanareas
thaninruralareas, we needa
Transportation Department that
isnot forced tospend money on
lower­needprojects inrural
areas.
To have that sortof agency,

we needaTransportation Com­
mission that makes decisions
about which roads tobuild,
improve and repairbasedon the
needs ofour staterather than
the needs ofthe regionsof our
state. Yetaregional visionis
almost guaranteedunder the
current arrangement, whereby
each of seven separategroups of
legislators appointsone com­
missioner. Thatisone reason
we're seeing lessimpressive
results thanwe oughttofrom
our roadfunding.
Allowing the governor to

appoint thecommissioners

creates the possibilitythat they
will focus onthe needsof the
entire state, rather thantheir
regions. Italso creates thepossi­
bility that we canholdsomeone
accountable for thestate ofour
roads, which simply cannotbe
done when roaddecisions are
made bypeople appointedby
170legislators.
But justletting the governor

appoint thecommissioners
doesn't guarantee astatewide
perspective, and it doesn'tguar­
antee that thegovernor can be
held accountable forthe com­
mission's decisions.The other
essential component isletting
the governor fireher commis­
sioners ifshe thinksthey're
making bad decisions.
Nothing like that ispossible

with the Legislature'scommis­
sioners. They are appointedfor
fixedterms and canberemoved
only ifthey breakthe lawor can
bedemonstrated tobeguilty of
"malfeasance, misfeasance,
incompetency, absenteeism,
conflicts of interest,miscon­
duct, persistent neglect ofduty
inoffice, or incapacity."
There are alot ofstatesen­

ators whotalk agood game
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about letting the governor con­
trol theTransportation Depart­
ment, andthe billapproved
earlier this month bythe Senate
Transportation Committee gives
her that authority. Sortof. Butit
doesn't let herfire the commis­
sioners.
If the governorcan't fireher

commissioners, then theonly
way they'llhave a statewide
perspective isif thegovernor
somehow managestoappoint
people whovoluntarily maintain
that perspective rather than
doing what transportation com­
missioners alwayshave done:
trade votestomake suretheir
own partof thestategets justas
much roadwork as every other
part ofthe state, even ifthe
need isn't asgreat.
The Senate Transportation

Committee billmakes it extra
difficult for governors toappoint
state­focused commissioners,
because it doesn't actually let
her appointthe peopleshe
wants toappoint:Itmakes the
10regional Councilof Govern­
ment districts the new Trans­

portation Commission districts
(think Central MidlandsRegion­
al Councilof Government)and
requires the governor toappoint
commissioners fromalistof
nominees submittedbyeach
council.
Perhaps the councils willshed

their parochialismfor this exer­
cise, but that'sdifficult toima­
gine, since theyexist forthe
very purpose of lookingafter
their part ofthe state.Toexpect
themto nominatepeople who
focus onthe goodof theentire
statewould belike expecting
the governor toappointsome­
onetoafederal transportation
panelwho focuses onneedsof
the nation asawholerather
thanjust SouthCarolina.
Itmight benice toimagine

that this would happen, but it's
not realistic.
Gov. Nikki Haley hasbeen

quite successfulat getting the
DHEC board todoher bidding,
even thoughher appointeesto
that board have this same pro­
tectedstatus as transportation
commissioners. Butthe issues

before theDHEC board have a
lottodo withpolitical philoso­
phy,and governors canalways
find peoplewho agreewith their
politicalphilosophy.
The Transportation Commis­

sion decides whereroadmoney
is goingto bespent,and absent
someintervening force, that has
little todowith politicalphiloso­
phy andlots todowith regional­
ism.And that's something we
can'tafford.

Ms.Scoppecan bereached
atcscoppe@thestate.com

''IFYOURBOSSCAN'TFIREYOU,SHE'SNOT
YOURBOSS;IFNOONE
CANFIREYOU,YOU
DON'THAVEABOSS.
THECOMMISSIONERS
DON'THAVEABOSS.
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S.C. senatorshavechoiceson
spending new roadmoney
BY JEFFREY COLLINS
The AssociatedPress
COLUMBIA

AsSouthCarolinasen­
atorspreparetodebatehow
muchextramoneytogiveto
thestate'shighwaysand
bridges,theleaderofthe
roadsagencieshasbeen
carefultogivelawmakers
plentyofoptionswhilenot
pushingthemtoohardin
anydirection.
DepartmentofTrans­

portationSecretaryChristy
Hallhasgivensenatorsa
hostofoptions,fromspend­
ingjust$65millionextraa
yeartogetthepavementon
theinterstatesuptogood
conditionwhiledoingno
bridgeworkorexpansionto
$800millioninnewmoney
thatwouldattackconges­
tion,widenmorethan150
milesofmajorhighwaysand
getridofoldbridges.
OnePowerPointslideshe

likestoshowlawmakershas
nearlyadozenoptionson
howshecouldspendwhat­
everextramoneylawmakers
canfind.
TheSenatestarteddebate

onaroadsbilllastweek,and
SenatePresidentProTem
HughLeathermantoldhis
colleaguestheycouldspend
mostofthisweekonit.
Theproposalgettingthe

mostattentionontheSenate
floorwouldraisethegastax
by12centsagallonover
threeyearsandincreaseor
addanumberofotherfees.
Infiveyears,anestimated
$723millionextrawouldbe
putintoroads,nearlyreach­
ingHall'smostexpensive
option.
Buttheideaonlycuts

incomeandothertaxesby
$400millionoverthatper­
iod,andGov.NikkiHaley
andotherconservativelaw­
makerswantanevenswap.
Supportersoftheamend­
mentsaytheyfactoredin
thatathirdofthegastaxis
paidbyoutofstatedrivers
whoneednotaxbreak,but
somelawmakersdon'tthink
thebasisbehindthatesti­
matehasbeenproven.
ReformingtheDOT's

boardandtheStateInfra­
structureBank,whichhelps
borrowmoneyforexpensive
projectswillalsobedis­
cussed,withconservatives
againfearingtheproposal
doesn'tgofarenoughto
givethegovernormore
controloftheagency.
Iflawmakersgivethe

DOTmoremoneywithout
reform"we'regoingtosee
hundredsofmillionsof

dollarsgoingtoruralareas
whereitisnotneeded,"said
Sen.TomDavis,R­Beaufort.
Forherpart,Hallpromis­

estousewhatevermoney
shegetswisely.Butshealso
iscarefullypointingoutthat
thestate'sroadsarereach­
ingacrisis."ThefearIhave
isthatwehavewaitedtoo
long,"Halltoldlawmakers
lastweekduringhoursof
testimony.
Sheusedwhatwassup­

posedtobearepavingpro­
jectonInterstate85tomake
herpoint.Testsshowedthe
foundationoftheroadhad
crumbledfromyearsof
neglect,addingabout$10
milliontowhatwassup­
posedtobea$48million
project.Hallsaidshefearsa
similarproblemonanup­
comingresurfacingofIn­
terstate26betweenNew­
berryandColumbia.
Sen.RayCleary,aRepub­

licanandMurrellsInlet
dentistwhohasbeenpush­
ingformoremoneyfor
roadsforyears,likeneditto
apatientwhocanflossor
brush,waitandhaveacav­
ityfilled,orwaitevenlonger
andneedacrownormore
extensivedentalwork.
"Icanfixitfor$100,

$300or$3,000,depending
onwhenyouseeme,"
Clearysaid.
Theonethingalllaw­

makersagreeonissome­
thingmustbedone.Withall
theattentiononinterstates,
Hallworriedtheprimary
roadsthatcarrynearlyhalf
thestate'strafficarefalling
apartquicklyandaboutto
reachacrisis.Only20per­
centofpavementonthemis
ingoodcondition.
"It'sbeenneglectedand

it'satapointwhereit's
goingtotakecompletere­
construction,"Hallsaid.

''IT'SBEENNEGLECTEDANDIT'SATAPOINTWHEREIT'SGOINGTOTAKE
COMPLETERECONSTRUCTION.
Department ofTransportation SecretaryChristyHallon
roadpavementneeds
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Associated Press

AMultimodalTransportationPlandevelopedbythe S.C.Dept.of Transportation envisions thestatewill havetospend$60
billiononhighwaysduring thenextquartercentury. Theplan alsonotesthat,based oncurrentrevenueprojections, thestate
willbe $1.5billion shorteachyearthroughthenfor itshighwayneeds.
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Billswould raise minimum wage,
repeal right to work law
BY SEANNA ADCOX
The AssociatedPress
COLUMBIA
Proposals toraise the

minimum wage inSouth
Carolina andrepeal an anti­
union law have virtuallyno
chance ofpassing inthe
Republican­dominated Leg­
islature, but Democrats
hope tospark adebate as
the nation'sattention turns
tothe first­in­the­South
primary state.
Rep. GildaCobb­Hunter,

who sponsoredboth bills,
saidit's timetodiscuss
livingwages inastate that
ranks46th inchildpoverty,
48thinper capitaincome
andlast inunion member­
ship.
"We keephearing all

these glowingnumbers
about how greatthingsare,"
shesaidof jobstouted by
GOP Gov. Nikki Haley."Yet
we get reports that show
we're ranking inthe bottom.
…Idon't seewhy wecan't
at leaststart talkingabout
thereality ofwhat it means
towork inSouthCarolina on
onehandand stillbeeligible
forassistance ontheother."
Cobb­Hunter,D­Orange­

burg,held anewsconfer­
enceonthe bills lastweek
after aHousepanel official­
lyadjourned debate onboth.
A secondhearing is not
expected.

Onebill wouldset the
state's minimum wageat
$10.10an hour. SouthCar­
olinais among21 states
whereemployers can pay as
low as$7.25an hour, the
federal minimum since
2009.
Proponents call$10.10a

start.That's the minimal
pay forfederal contractors,
asper President Barack
Obama's 2014executive
order.
"We'llcontinue tofight

for$15" an hour,saidRa­
chel Nelsonof Charleston,
whomakes $9an hourat
Hardee's after10years as a
fastfood worker.
The mother ofthree chil­

dren, ages8to12,told the
House panelshe'dlike to
get off ofpublic assistance,
but her paychecks make it
impossible.
"With mylast check, I

was onlyable to paymy
light bill," Nelsonsaid.
"Trying tokeep aroof over
our headsis aconstant
stresser inmylife."
More than2,600 state

employees make less than
$10.10 an hour,or about 4
percent ofthe state­paid
workforce. Justover half of
those employees are consid­
ered temporary, according

tothe Department of Ad­
ministration. Itnoted the
numbers couldbe higher
since public collegesaren't
required tosendthe agency
data ontemporaryworkers.
Rep. ToddAtwater, who

sits onthesubcommittee,
contends raisingthe mini­
mum wage is badfor the
economy because it increas­
es products' costand elim­
inates entry­leveljobs often
filled byhigh schooland
collegestudents.
"It hurtsthe workers

they'retrying tohelp," said
Atwater,R­Lexington.
The answer, hesaid, is

better training, so students
graduate fromschool with
skills that enablethem to
get ahigher­paying job.
Cobb­Hunter's other bill

would repeal thestate's
right­to­work law.
About half ofstates have

suchlaws, which means
unionscan't forceemploy­
ees acrossan entire worksite
topay membership duesas
acondition of employment.
Haley,who frequently

lambasts unions, considers
the state's lowunion mem­
bership an economic devel­
opment tool.
About 41,000 people–or

just2.1 percent ofSouth

Carolina's workers–belong
tounions, leapfrogging
NorthCarolina in2015 to
ranklast nationwide,ac­
cording toaJanuaryreport
bythe Bureauof Labor Sta­
tistics.
Seth Holzopfel,with the

InternationalAssociation of
FirefightersinMyrtle Beach,
saidthelaw should bere­
named the"right towork for
less"–contendingit's made
SouthCarolina avirtual
sweatshop–or "right to
freeload,"asit allows peo­
ple inaunion­covered job to
receive benefits without
payingdues.
As expected, thestate's

Chamber ofCommerce
adamantlyopposes the pro­
posal.
Mikee Johnson, president

of CoxIndustries, saidit
would halt thestate's eco­
nomic momentum.
"We've got tohave the

jobs beforewe get thewag­
es. This is oneof those
things that would stopcom­
panies fromcoming toSouth
Carolina," hesaid, adding
that none of his500work­
ers make less than$10 an
hour. "SouthCarolina work­
ers donot needfewer choic­
es when it comes tohow
they work every day or add­
ed costs forced upon them."
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''WEKEEPHEARINGALLTHESEGLOWING
NUMBERSABOUTHOWGREATTHINGS
ARE.YETWEGETREPORTSTHATSHOW
WE'RERANKINGINTHEBOTTOM.…I
DON'TSEEWHYWECAN'TATLEASTSTART
TALKINGABOUTTHEREALITYOFWHATIT
MEANSTOWORKINSOUTHCAROLINAON
ONEHANDANDSTILLBEELIGIBLEFOR
ASSISTANCEONTHEOTHER.
S.C. StateRep. Gilda Cobb­Hunter,whosponsored a
proposal to raisethestate minimum wage
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Rubio event goes late
after plane trouble
Marco Rubio, Sen. Tim Scott and Gov. Nikki Haley were to
speak in Pawleys Island late Friday night
From Staff Reports

Republican primary con­
tender Mario Rubio, Sen.
Tim Scott and Gov. Nikki

Haley were set to host a
town hall event in Pawleys
Island at 11:45 a.m. Friday;
however, the event was
rescheduled about 15 min­

utes before it was supposed
to start.

The event was resched­
uled for 10 p.m. Friday at
the original location, Low

Country Preparatory School.
The town hall was re­

scheduled because Rubio's
plane couldn't take off in
Columbia, according to a
release.

"I sincerely apologize for
the events today. Obviously
we had no intention of this

happening but the plane
simply couldn't take off,"
said Jordan Russell, from
Rubio's campaign camp.
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Donald' rump rallies draw
nearly 12,000 people to MB
Trump hosted events in
Myrtle Beach, Pawleys
Island

GOP frontrunner focused
on health care, job creation

S.C. Republican primary on
Saturday

Marco Rubio may have
the backing of S.C. Gov.
Nikki Haley, but Donald
Trump kicked off his most
recent Myrtle Beach rally
with an endorsement from
the state's second in com­
mand.

Lt. Gov Henry McMaster,
speaking to a crowd of about
12,000 Friday afternoon,
said the nation is "living in
dangerous times."
"We need a man who

speaks the truth, a man who
says what he means, and
says it in a voice that every­
body can understand,"
McMaster said.

For McMaster, that uni­
versal voice is the New York

businessman topping the
polls in South Carolina.
Trump's love affair with the
Grand Strand began in Jan­
uary 2015 when he gave the
keynote address to the S.C.
Tea Party Convention in
Myrtle Beach.
Since then, Trump has

made his was down the
coast several times. He

spoke for about an hour at
the Myrtle Beach Sports
Center, then made his way
to Pawleys Island for a town
hall at 3 p.m.
"It's a movement, we have

a movement going on,"
Trump said. "We have to go

out tomorrow, we all have to
go out and vote."
People lined up hours

before doors opened, and
officials began trickling
people in at 10 a.m. Bob
Bonneville, a snowbird from
Pennsylvania, made sure to
get to the sports complex
early so he could grab a seat.
Bonneville said he's previ­
ously seen Jeb Bush in per­
son, but Trump's rally was
unlike anything he's ever
seen.

'It's quite different. But
it's a good way to get in­
formed, so that when we get
back home we'll know who
to vote for," Bonneville said.
Bonneville and his wife

have been in Myrtle Beach
for three weeks ­ "ground
zero for all the political
stuff," he said ­ and hasn't
missed any of the buzz sur­
rounding Trump's cam­
paign. He's confident that
the frontrunner can sustain

his lead with the help of the
South.

"He's got something
about him," he said.
Trump spoke for about 20

minutes at his Pawleys Is­
land address to a packed
Pawleys Plantation Club­
house. He answered a hand­

ful of questions ranging from
college affordability, person­
al property rights and the
future of the coal industry.
Unlike the Myrtle Beach

event, which drew several
thousand people, Trump's
Pawleys Island rally was
much more intimate. Trump
still hit on all his major
points ­ health insurance,

job creation and his oppos­
ing candidates ­ but was able
to interject a more personal
vibe.

He stuck around to sign
autographs, take selfies and
shake hands after both
events, which helped seal
the deal for Elhamy Ibrahim.
Ibrahim, a Muslim and

Myrtle Beach resident, made
it to the front row after

Trump's first event. Ibrahim
told Trump he was a Muslim
supporter, to which Trump
excitedly took several pic­
tures.

"He speaks from the
heart, and we need someone
like that for president,"
Ibrahim said.
Earlier this week Gov.

Haley endorsed Marco Ru­
bio for president, adding to
Sen. Tim Scott and Rep.
Tom Rice's approvals.
Trump didn't sound worried
about his chances in South

Carolina, especially with the
backing of former Alaska
Gov. Sarah Palin.
The additional endorse­

ment from Sheriff Joe Arpa­
rio of Arizona, improves his
chances as well, Trump said.

"And when you have Sher­
iff's Joe endorsement, you
know you're the toughest on
the border," Trump said.
Trump's hour­long speech

touched on the usual issues

of immigration, military
strength and repealing and
replacing Obamacare. Most
of his points circled back to
creating jobs and, per his
slogan, "making American
great again."
"America needs a busi­

nessman," said Carolyn
McClientick, of Murrells
Inlet.

McClientick has been a
Trump fan for decades.
She's attended two of his
rallies decked in a blinking
stovetop hat, red scarf and
plenty of Trump buttons.
"I told my husband 30

years ago that Tramp should
ran for president, and here
we are," she said.
McClientick doesn't think

Haley's endorsement of
Rubio will hurt Trump's

chances. She was surprised
the governor endorsed Ru­
bio ­ who was scheduled to

visit Pawelys Island Friday
morning but had plane trou­
ble ­ but didn't think it
would matter much in the
end.

"I know so many people
that don't like [Haley] any­
way," McClientick said.
One protester was escort­

ed out of the rally about
halfway through Tramp's
speech. Tramp's supporters
cheered and chanted

throughout the disruption,
and the candidate jumped
right back into his speech.
Tramp wrapped up his

stump by vetting himself as
the best candidate to create
jobs, improve healthcare and
"build a wall around Mex­
ico."
"We're no longer going to

be the stupid people, folks,"
he said. "We're going to be
smart, and we're going to
win."

Claire Byun: 843­626­0381,
@Claire_TSN
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u
YOU SEE HOW I'VE
CLEANED UP MY
ACT? I DON'T USE
BAD LANGUAGE
ANYMORE.
Donald Trump

u
PART OF ME LIKES
WHAT [TRUMP]

SAYS, AND PART
OF ME CANT SEE
HIM AS
PRESIDENT. I'VE
GOT TO GET OVER
ONE OF THOSE
FEELINGS.

Bob Bonneville, who
attended Trump's Myrtle
Beach rally

u
THESE PEOPLE

ARE NOT GOING
TO GET YOU TO
THE PROMISED
LAND; THEY'RE
POLITICIANS.
EVERY SINGLE
PERSON ON
STAGE WITH ME,
THEY'RE ALL
CONTROLLED BY
INDUSTRIES, BY
COMPANIES, BY
LOBBIES OR

SPECIAL
INTERESTS.
Donald Trump,
referencing his
opponents

JANET BLACKMON MORGANjblackmon@thesunnews.com

Donald Trump railies at the Myrtle Beach Sports Center on Friday, About 12,000 people
attended the rally in Myrtle Beach and the rally at Pawleys Plantation Country Club a few
hours later. The Republican presidential primary is Saturday in the South Carolina.
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S.C. GOPprimary day:Can
anyonestopTrump?
Recordturnoutexpectedin
Republicanprimary

DonaldTrumpleadsTed Cruzand
Marco Rubio as thecandidates
turn forfinishline

What'satstake?
BY ANDREW SHAIN
ashain@thestate.com
SouthCarolina votersfinally will

learnSaturday if theseason ofthe
insurgent politicalcandidate is
real.
Political newcomerDonald

Trump isleading the packinto
Saturday's S.C.Republican pri­
mary, according topolls.U.S. Sen.
Ted Cruzof Texas, whoangered
someinhis ownparty byshutting
down thefederal government ina
failed attemptto stopthe Affor­

dable CareAct, stands second.
The twoinsurgents wonthe

GOP'sfirst two racesinIowa and
New Hampshire.
A GOP establishment candidate

hasnot placed better thanthird in
S.C. pollaverages. ButU.S. Sen.
Marco Rubioof Floridais hoping
topunchhis primary ticket outof
the state.
Here's alook at theprimary that

likely willnarrow the Republican
field tofourcandidates.

WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Donald Trump:Awincould

propel theNew Yorkbillionaire
toward theGOP nomination. He
remains aheadinnational polls
but hisS.C. lead is narrowing,
according toonepoll released this
week.Anything less thanavictory
inthe PalmettoStatewould be
disappointing toTrump, who has

SEE FINISH,11A

FROMPAGE1A

FINISH
led inS.C. pollssince the
summer.If Trump falters,
blame willbe placedon his
criticalcomments during
last Saturday's debate about
former PresidentGeorgeW.
Bush'srole inthe 9/11 at­
tacksand hisoff­color lan­
guage.
Ted Cruz:The U.S.sen­

atorfrom Texasneeds to
finish secondinSouth Car­
olina, astatewith a large
bloc of evangelicalvoters,
his mainbaseof hissupport.
Cruz woninIowa,astate
where amajority ofGOP
votersare evangelicals. And
hehas oneofthe best
groundgames inSouth
Carolina. Athird­place fin­
ish willbeblamed onvoters
thinking hiscampaign has
playeddirty tricks.
Marco Rubio: The U.S.

senator fromFlorida wants
tocome outof SouthCar­
olinaas thecandidate of the

GOP establishment. He has
achance with S.C. Gov.
Nikki Haley'srecent en­
dorsement andrising poll
numbers,some ofwhich
show him challenging Cruz
for second.Apoorfinish
could beasignthat voters
are worriedabout his lack of
experience.
John Kasich:The Ohio

governor madestrong gains
inSouth Carolinaafter a
finishing secondinNew
Hampshire. Butthe Repub­
lican race'smore moderate
candidate wasstarting from
the backof the packin
SouthCarolina. Kasich
could come infourth, which
would begoodenough to
keep goingto Marchprimar­
ies inOhioandMichigan,
morefavorable Midwestern
ground.
JebBush: The former

Florida governor needsto

beat expectations andfinish
third toremaininthe race.
Bush invested agreatdeal in
the state,where hisfather
andbrother won en routeto
the WhiteHouse. Bushand
his allied superPAChave
spent the moston ads,and
his brother,aformer presi­
dent,and mother, aformer
first lady, campaigned for
him.
Ben Carson:The retired

neurosurgeon is polling last
inSouth Carolina.Like
Bush,atop­threefinish
realistically is amust tokeep
going. Carson, whosaid
Fridayhe wouldnot quit the
race, hasS.C. support, hav­
ingraisedthe most money
among activeRepublican
candidates fromdonorsin
the statelast year.
KEYS
Trumphas thebacking of

aboard base ofvoters ­

frommoderates toevangel­
icals­and islooking towin
support acrossthe state.
Cruzwants astrong

showinginthe Upstate and
Pee Dee,areaswhere social
conservative candidates
Mike Huckabeein2008 and
Rick Santorum in2012,
fared well.
Rubio coulduse help

fromCharleston and Hilton
Head, coastalareas where
GOP establishment candi­
datescan perform better.
Kasich andBush will

look for supportfrom the
coast tothe military­heavy
Midlands.
Carson,like Cruz, needs

aboost fromUpstate evan­
gelicals.

TOP S.C.ENDORSEMENTS
Trump receivedthe en­

dorsement of Lt.Gov. Henry
McMaster.
Rubio hasendorsements
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fromHaley,U.S. Sen.Tim
Scottof NorthCharleston
andU.S. Rep.Trey Gowdy
ofSpartanburg.
Bush hasthe supportof

U.S.Sen. Lindsey Graham.
Cruzhas thebacking of

U.S.Reps. Jeff Duncan of
Laurens andMark Sanford
ofCharleston.

RECENTS.C GOP
PRIMARY HISTORY
The last timethe White

Housewas openwas in
2008,when U.S.Sen.John
McCain,R­Ariz., beatform­
erGov. Mike Huckabee,
R­Ark., byless than4per­
centage pointsinSouth
Carolina.
Inthe 2012 racetoface

DemocratPresident Barack
Obama, SouthCarolina's
three decade­longstreak of
choosing theeventual GOP
presidentialnominee was

snapped.Former U.S. House
Speaker Newt Gingrich
soundlydefeated former
MassachusettsGov. Mitt
Romney, whowent onto
winthe GOPnomination.
TURNOUT
Recordturnout is expect­

ed.
The largeGOP field and

interest generated byTrump
arecredited with producing
highturnouts inthe Iowa
andNew Hampshire GOP
racesearlier this month.
Butthe number ofSouth

Carolinians voting Saturday
willdwarf those states. In
2012,for instance, 603,856
voterswentto thepolls for
theS.C. GOP primary,61
percentmore thanthecom­
binedvotedin Iowa and
NewHampshire that year.

BALLOT
The ballotwill have 12

names, but justsix candi­
datesremain active­Bush,
Carson, Cruz, Kasich,Rubio
andTrump.
The six whohave dropped

outbut will appearonthe
ballot are:Chris Christie,
Carly Fiorina, Jim Gilmore,
Mike Huckabee,RandPaul
andRick Santorum.

S.C.GOP polls
Averageof pollsfrom Sunday
throughFroday,accordingto
RealClearPolitics

Donald Trump:31.8%

TedCruz:18.4%

Marco Rubio:17.8%

JebBush:10.3%

JohnKasich:9.5%

Ben Carson:6.9%

What's at stake in
the S.C. primary?
A50 delegatestothe

Republican Convention that
willnominate theGOP
candidatefor president

AThe top­finisherstatewide

willget 29delegates.

AAlso,thetop­finisher in

eachSouth Carolina
congressionaldistrict ­
there areseven­willget
three delegates.

AAfterIowa andNew

Hampshire,DonaldTrump is
leading thedelegate count ­
at17. Heisfollowedby Ted
Cruzat11,MarcoRubioat10,
JohnKasichatfive, JebBush
atfour andBenCarson at
three.

AWinningthe nomination

requires1,237delegates.
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EDITORIAL

Just go ahead and pass a roads bill
Thiseditorial raninThe Heraldof Rock Hill.

Discussingwhat kind of
roadsbill theLegislature
should pass mightbe
futilewhen the Senate

seemsdead­set againstpassing
any roadsbill at all.Nonetheless,
we agreewith stateSen.Creighton
Coleman,D­Winnsboro, who
contendsthat passing abill would
beeasier ifpaying for roadrepairs
couldbeunlinked fromincometax
reform.
Coleman,whose district in­

cludes parts ofChesterand York
counties, saidlast week that com­
biningthe twoissues isfolly.
"We candebate incometax

reform, but let'sget the roads
fixed.Tying themtogether will

prolongit tremendously. Let'sput
politicsaside and dowhat'sright,"
hesaid.
SenateMajority LeaderHarvey

Peeler,R­Gaffney, whose district
also includesparts ofYork County,
is equallyfrustrated but takesa
different approach tolinking other
issuestoaroadsbill. Heargues
that for any billtohave a chance
of passing,it will have toinclude
taxrelief tooffset an increasein
the gastaxas well asrestructuring
of theS.C. Department of Trans­
portation.
Gov. Nikki Haley haspledged to

veto any legislation that increases

gas taxesunlessit also drastically
cuts incometaxesand overhauls
the DOT.
The Housepassed abill last year

that couldavoidthe governor's
veto. A similarbill that wouldraise
roughly$800 million ayear for
roadwork byincreasing thegas tax
–which hasn't beenraisedsince
1987–and increasingvehicle sales
taxesand licensefees isinspecial
debate status intheSenate.
Butbecause of the antiquated

rulesof theSenate, debate onthe
billhas beenstalled byopponents.
And stalling thisbill essentially
hasbrought thebusiness ofthe
Senateto astandstill –preventing
actiononother crucial priorities
suchas ethicsreform, educational
equity andreform ofthe judicial
selectionprocess.
One argumentis that the wayto

begin todislodge this logjam
would befor Democratsto ac­
quiesce toHaley's demandtocut
the state's topincometaxrate to 5
percent from7percent overa
10­year period. Butthere are good
reasons nottodo that.
Foremostamong themis the

factthat most of theincome tax
relief wouldgo tothe state's
wealthier taxpayers whilethe
burden ofhigher gas taxeswould
hit low­incomeresidents thehar­

dest, takingahigherpercentage of
their disposableincomes.
Another problem isthat the

proposed incometax,when fully
phasedinby 2025,would deplete
staterevenues byabout $1.4 bil­
lionayear.That wouldbe offset
somewhat byprojectedgrowth
each year, but not enoughtofully
replace lostincometaxrevenue.
And the costof the taxcut would
befar higherthanthe money
raisedthrough an increasedgas
taxand other fees.
Thereis nogood reasontodras­

tically cut thestate's incometax
rate. No evidence suggests that
doing so would enhancethe state's
ability toattractnew business
investment,as proponentsclaim.
Whatalmost surelywould deter

businessgrowth isbad roads. As
Coleman asserts, senators needto
pass a roadsbilland thendeal
with the issue ofincome taxreduc­
tion andreformingthe DOTin
separatelegislation.
Butthat's not likelytohappen.

Too manysenators worrythat they
would have topay apolitical price
for raisingthe gas taxwithout
offsetting taxcuts.
Wewonder what politicalprice

they will pay fornot fixingthe
state's roads.
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THEGOP PRIMARYELECTIONINSC

Isit Trump's
raceto lose?
Voterswillputpolls to test
as campaignswinddown
BY ANDREW SHAIN
ashain@thestate.com
South Carolinavoters

finally will learn Saturday
if theseason ofthe in­
surgent political candidate
is real.
Political newcomer Do­

nald Trump isleading the
pack intoSaturday's S.C.
Republican primary, ac­
cording topolls. U.S.Sen.
Ted Cruz ofTexas, who
angered someinhis own
party byshutting downthe
federal government ina
failed attempt tostopthe
Affordable CareAct,
stands second.
The twoinsurgents won

theGOP's firsttworaces

inIowa andNew Hamp­
shire.
AGOP establishment

candidatehas notplaced
betterthanthirdinS.C.
pollaverages.But U.S.
Sen. MarcoRubio of Flor­
ida ishoping topunchhis
primary ticketout ofthe
state.
Here'salookat the

primary that likelywill
narrowthe Republican

SEEGOP,6A

ONLINE

thestate.com: Go to the

state.comSaturdayfor any
pollingproblemsandresults

MOREINSIDE

Mark Sanford endorses Ted
Cruz, 6A

Clinton,
Sanders
squareoff in
Nevada,6A

Primariesa$24
million windfall for

S.C.hotels, 6B
A lookathow South
Carolinais being
portrayed in the
media
nationally,1C

FROMPAGE1A

GOP
field tofour candidates.

WHAT'S ATSTAKE?
Donald Trump:Awincould

propel theNew Yorkbillionaire
toward theGOP nomination.
He remains aheadinnational
pollsbut his S.C. lead isnarrow­
ing, according toonepollre­
leased this week.Anything less
thanavictory inthePalmetto
Statewould bedisappointing to
Trump,who hasled inS.C.
pollssince the summer. If
Trump falters,blame will be
placed onhis criticalcomments

duringlast Saturday's debate
about former PresidentGeorge
W.Bush's rolein the2001
terror attacksand hisoff­color
language.
TedCruz: The U.S.senator

fromTexas needstofinish
secondinSouth Carolina, a
statewith a largebloc of evan­
gelicalvoters, his mainbaseof
support. Cruzwonin Iowa,a
statewhere amajority of GOP
votersare evangelicals. Andhe
hasone ofthe bestground
games inSouth CarolinaA
third­place finish will be
blamed onvoters thinking his

campaign hasplayeddirty
tricks.
Marco Rubio: TheU.S. sen­

atorfrom Floridawants tocome
outof SouthCarolina as the
candidate ofthe GOP establish­
ment. He hasachancewith S.C.
Gov. Nikki Haley'srecent en­
dorsement andrising pollnum­
bers, someof which showhim
challenging Cruz for second.A
poor finishcould beasign that
votersare worried about his
lack of experience.
JohnKasich: The Ohio gov­

ernor madestrong gainsin
SouthCarolina after finishing

secondinNew Hampshire. But
the Republicanrace's more
moderatecandidate was start­
ingfrom theback ofthe packin
SouthCarolina. Kasich could
come infourth,
which wouldbe
good enoughto
keep goingto
Marchprimaries
inOhioand Mi­
chigan, more
favorableMid­
western ground.
JebBush: The

governor needsto
tions andfinish
inthe race. Bush
great deal inthe
his fatherand
route totheWhite
andhis allied
spent the moston
brother,
mother, a
campaigned for
Ben Carson:

neurosurgeon is
SouthCarolina,
after challenging
lead inthe GOPrace.
Bush,atop­
istically isamust
Carson, who
would notquit
S.C. support,
most money
publican candidates
nors inthestate

KEYS
Trump has

broad baseof
moderatestoevangelicals
andis looking
across thestate.
Cruzwants

inthe Upstate
areas
candidates,Mike
2008 andRick
2012, faredwell.
Rubio coulduse

Charleston
coastal areaswhere
lishment candidates
formbetter.
Kasich and Bush willlook

for supportfrom thecoast to
the military­heavyMidlands.
Carson,like Cruz,needsa

boost fromUpstate evangel­
icals.

TOP S.C.ENDORSEMENTS
Trump receivedthe endorse­

Bush
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ment of Lt.Gov.
Henry McMaster.
Rubio has

endorsements
fromHaley, U.S.
Sen. Tim Scottof
North Charleston
and U.S.Rep.
Trey Gowdy of
Spartanburg.
Bush hasthe

support ofU.S.
Sen. Lindsey
Graham.
Cruz hasthe

backing ofU.S.
Reps. Jeff Dun­
can ofLaurens

andMark Sanford of Char­
leston.

RECENT S.CGOP PRIMARY
HISTORY
The last timethe White

House wasopen wasin2008,
when U.S. Sen. JohnMcCain,
R­Ariz.,beat formerGov. Mike
Huckabee, R­Ark., byless than
4 percentagepointsinSouth
Carolina.
Inthe 2012 race toface Dem­

ocrat PresidentBarack Obama,

SouthCarolina's three decade­
longstreak of choosing the
eventual GOPpresidential
nomineewas snapped.Former
U.S. HouseSpeaker Newt Gin­
grichsoundly defeatedformer
Massachusetts Gov. MittRom­
ney, whowent ontowinthe
GOP nomination.

TURNOUT
Record turnout isexpected.
The large GOP fieldand

interest generated byTrump
are creditedwith producing
highturnouts inthe Iowa and
New Hampshire GOPraces
earlier this month.
Butthe number ofSouth

Carolinians voting Saturday will
dwarf those states.In 2012,for
instance, 603,856voters went
tothe pollsfor the S.C.GOP
primary,61 percent morethan
the combinedvoted inIowa and
New Hampshire that year.

BALLOT
The ballot will have 12

names, but justsix candidates
remain active­Bush, Carson,
Cruz, Kasich, Rubioand Trump.
The six who have dropped

out but willappear ontheballot
are: ChrisChristie, Carly Fiori­
na, JimGilmore, Mike Hucka­
bee, RandPaul andRick Santo­
rum.

S.C. GOPpolls
Averageofpolls fromSunday

throughFriday,accordingto Real
Clear Politics

DonaldTrump:31.8%

Ted Cruz:18.4%

Marco Rubio:17.8%

JebBush:10.3%

John Kasich:9.5%

Ben Carson:6.9%

What's atstakein
the S.C.primary?
A50delegates to the

RepublicanConvention thatwill
nominatethe GOP candidatefor
president

AThetop­finisher statewide will

get 29 delegates.

AAlso,the top­finisherin each

South Carolina congressional
district­there areseven­will
get threedelegates.

AAfter Iowa and New Hampshire,

DonaldTrump isleading the
delegatecount ­at17.Heis
followedby Ted Cruzat11, Marco
Rubioat10,John Kasichatfive,
JebBush atfourand BenCarson
atthree.

AWinningthe nomination

requires1,237delegates.

Carson

Kasich
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TIM DOMINICKtdominick@thestate.com

MarcoRubio withGov. NikkiHaleyat aColumbia rally. Haley is backingRubio.

GERRY MELENDEZ gmelendez@thestate.com

Donald Trumpgets an endorsementfromLt.Gov.HenryMcMasteratHarmonTree
FarmnearGilbertlastmonth.
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TIM DOMINICKtdominick@thestate.com

TedCruzspeakstosupportersFriday at arallyinColumbia.
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AS OTHERSSEE US

Perspectives
on Palmetto
politics
South Carolinahas beeninthena­

tionalpolitical spotlight forthepast 1.5
weeks, sincetheNew Hampshire pri­
mary on Feb.8.Hereis asampling of
what nationalreporters and columnists
have saidabout thePalmetto State.

Race,as always,
isthe dividing line
"This isabsolutely nothing todo

with race,"says Ray,aTea Party
activist explainingwhy hestillresents
Gov. Nikki Haley'sdecision tore­
movethe Confederate flagfrom the
StateCapitol grounds. Onething I
learned earlygrowing upin theSouth
is that it isalwaysabout race. So I was
not atall surprisedwhen Ray, lest
anyone misconstruehis concern with
governmental overreach, elaborates:
"Ifthey canmake us take down the
Confederate flag today, they can
make us take downall those statues
of Martin LutherKingtomorrow."
I spent aweek inSouthCarolina in

January, driving fromthe northcoast
tothe Georgiaborder, andwhile I
saw statuesof John C.Calhoun (se­
cessionist andslaveowner), Wade
Hampton (secessionistand slave
owner), Ben Tillman(ardent segre­
gationist), andStrom Thurmond
(ditto),as wellas memorials toRob­
ert E. Lee andthe Confederate war
dead, I didn't seeasinglestatue of
King.So inreading what follows,the
safest policy isto assumethat what­
ever thetopic, it is also,always, about
race ­especially when it isn't sup­
posed tobe.
SouthCarolina is astatebuilton

denial andsilence. Nobodytellsyou
that the pristinewildlife sanctuaries
scattered throughoutthe Lowcountry
were oncerice plantations whose
earthendikes and sluicegates were
constructedusing slavelabor. Orthat
the Citadel­the state­funded mil­
itaryacademy inCharleston, which
boasts that its cadets "fired thefirst

hostile shots of theCivil War" ­gets
its name froman arsenalbuiltin
response toaslave revoltled by Den­
mark Vesey, acarpenter who'dpur­
chasedhis freedom afterwinning the
lottery. Orthat in2015,more than60
years after theBrown decision(which
included aSouth Carolinacase),
segregation inthe state's schools
remains therule rather thantheex­
ception. ...
Yetinthe cracked mirror of race,it

is whites inSouthCarolina whosay
they areoppressed ­beaten down by
political correctnessand the heavy
handof Washington. Onlyinastate
where everyday reality remains sep­
arate andunequal would the refusal
toexpand Medicaid makepolitical ­
ifnot economic or moral­sense.
While the days of"colored" and
"white" drinkingfountains may be
longgone, political party hasbecome

SEEOTHERS,4C

FROMPAGE1C

OTHERS
suchareliableproxy for
race here that it may come
as ashocktolearn that the
state's Republican junior
senator,Tim Scott, is
black. In2013, Scottcame
toMyrtle Beach andtold
the Tea Partiers, "Iknow
you're notracist…. It's the
other side that playsfavor­
ites."

–D.D.Guttenplan
TheNation,Feb.3

Astateof
'rough­and­tumble
politics'
SouthCarolina is fa­

mous for its rough­and­

tumble politics­in2000,
for example, there wasa
whisper campaign that
John McCain had fathered
ablack child. Hewound
uplosing toeventual Pres­
ident GeorgeW.Bush. It
derailed hiscandidacy.
Withas wide afield as this
one, andthe stakes being
so high, watchoutfor
moredirty tricks. . ...
Iowa was tailoredfor a

Christian­conservative
candidate,like TexasSen.
Ted Cruz,andNew
Hampshire gaveajoltto
centrist,establishment
figureslike Kasich,the

Ohiogovernor, andit
solidified Trump'sdom­
inance across theboard.
InSouth Carolina, allof
those elements combine.
In2012,two­thirds (65

percent)of GOP primary
votersdescribed them­
selves asborn­again,
evangelical Christians.But
almost one­third also
described themselvesas
moderate.In Iowa this
year,asimilar64 percent
of caucus­goerswere
evangelical, but only14
percent wereself­de­
scribed moderates.....
As NPR's Sarah

McCammonhas ex­
plained,there are clear,
regional splitsinthe Pal­
metto State:
ATheUpstate: The

most sociallyconservative,
religious votersare clus­
tered intheUpstate, an­
chored byGreenville and
Spartanburgand home to
fundamentalist BobJones
University. On Friday
(Feb.12), most GOP can­
didates were at thefamed
college foraFaith and
FamilyPresidential Fo­
rum, talking uptheir so­
ciallyconservative values
onabortion andsame­sex
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marriage. OnlyTrump,
who's comeunder fire for
his obscenities andpre­
vioussupport ofsame­sex
marriage, didn'tattend.
ALowcountry: The

more moderate,heavily
military andveteran Low­
country is whereBush, the
former Floridagovernor,
is focusingmost ofhis
attention. It'swhere stra­
tegists inthe statesayhe
couldbesurprisingly
strong.
AMidlands:In 2008,

conservativecandidates
split supportinthe Up­
state, andArizona Sen.
John McCain ranstrong in

the establishment­minded
Midlands andLowcountry
for awin. In 2000,
McCain was also strong in
the Lowcountry, which
includes Charleston and
Hilton Head, but George
W.Bush beat himout in
the restof thestateto
claim victory.

– JessicaTaylor
npr.org,Feb.13

State expects
publicprofessions
of faith
Two­thirdsof South

Carolina residentssay
they praydailyand half

say they readtheBible at
least once aweek. In
2012's primary,65 percent
of Republicanssaid they
were evangelicalsor born­
again Christians. It's
tough towininSouth
Carolina withonly acur­
sorynod tofaith;the faith­
ful wantoneof their own
towin, andSouth Carolina
demands publicprofes­
sions offaith.

–PhilipElliott
Timemagazine,Feb.15

S.C.politics:A
savage,gladiatorial
spectacle
South Carolina, the

nation turns its troubled
heart toyou.And we ex­
pectyou willripit apart.
InTexas, they say, poli­

tics isacontact sport. In
South Carolina, it isa
savage, gladiatorial spec­
tacle. Caseinpoint: The
George W.Bushforces
who ranthe JohnMcCain
Straight TalkExpress off
the roadinSouth Carolina
and thenpulverizedit.
McCain didn't knowwhat
hit him.

–AnnMcFeatters
TribuneNewsService,Feb.11
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