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security at state’s abortion clinics

A Democratic state
representative is asking
Republican Gov. Nikki
Haley to increase security
at the three clinics in
South Carolina that pro-
vide abortions following
last week’s shootings at a
Planned Parenthood in
Colorado.

Rep. Mia McLeod of
Columbia called on the
governor Monday to coor-
dinate with state and local
law enforcement to mon-
itor clinics in Charleston,
Columbia and Greenville.

Haley’s office says the

governor already is doing
that. Spokeswoman Cha-
ney Adams says officials
have told Haley there are
no known threats to
Planned Parenthood clin-
ics in the Southeast.

A 57-year-old former
S.C. resident is accused of
opening fire at a clinic in
Colorado Springs, killing
three and injuring nine
others. Planned Parent-
hood operates one of three
clinics in South Carolina
that provide abortions. It is
in Columbia.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Disaster aid deadline
pushed back to Jan. 4

Survivors of October’s flooding
will have more time to apply for
federal disaster assistance.

The deadline to apply for disaster
assistance from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency and the
Small Business Administration has
been pushed back to Jan. 4, Gov.
Nikki Haley announced Monday.

Haley requested the extension
from the previous Dec. 4 deadline.

Flood survivors can apply for
FEMA disaster aid by calling (800)
621-3362 from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.
daily, visiting disasterassistance.gov
or stopping by a FEMA disaster
recovery center, more than two
dozen of which are still open across
South Carolina. Disaster recovery
centers will be open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday through Friday. Those
centers can be found at
http://asd.fema.gov/inter/

locator/home.htm.

To apply for an SBA loan, visit
disasterloan.sba.gov/ela, call (800)
659-2955 or stop by a disaster re-
covery center.

— AVERY G. WILKS

County: Richland
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Shootings should
prompt better police
training, not new laws

Police should be trained not
to shoot into moving cars, but
the state shouldn’t pass a law
tying the hands of law en-
forcement officers.

Upstate residents have seen
plenty of this type of shooting
recently.

Delvin Tyrell Simmons, 20,
was killed by a campus police
officer at Spartanburg Metho-
dist College who was respon-
ding to a report of vehicle
break-ins. The officer said
Simmons tried to run over
him with his car. There is no
video of the shooting.

There is video of Seneca
Police Lt. Mark Tiller shoot-
ing and killing Zachary Ham-
mond, 19, in a Hardee's park-
ing lot. Tiller also claimed
that he feared for his life
because Hammond was trying
to hit him with his car. ...

There are similar incidents
across the state. An investiga-
tion by the Post and Courier
of Charleston found that one
in four officer-involved shoot-
ings in South Carolina consist
of a police officer shooting
into a moving vehicle.

Lawmakers have proposed
strengthening the laws re-
garding use of excessive force

County: Richland
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DRILL INTO RECRUITS
THAT IT IS ALWAYS
BEST TO STEP OUT
OF THE WAY OF A
MOVING VEHICLE
THAN TO SHOOT.

and even outlawing police
shooting into moving vehi-
cles.

That’s not the best course.

South Carolina would do
better to invest its efforts into
better police training. Make
sure officers know what to do
when someone tries to escape
in a vehicle. Run them
through several such scena-
rios in training. Drill into
recruits that it is always best
to step out of the way of a
moving vehicle than to shoot.

South Carolina law enforce-
ment officers have a difficult
and dangerous job. They are
required to make instantane-
ous decisions that affect
themselves and others for life.
Lawmakers should focus on
giving them the training nec-

essary to better equip them
for their jobs, not burdening
them with complex new laws.
- The (Spartanburg) Herald
Journal

All communities must
fight domestic
violence in SC

Domestic violence is a
pervasive problem in South
Carolina. It didn’t become a
big problem overnight. Mea-
ningful solutions won’t come
overnight, either.

It’s a criminal problem, but
the answers can’t come exclu
sively from lawmakers and
law enforcement.

It’s a cultural problem.
Solutions must come from
communities. ...

That’s right. What we have
accepted for too long as no-
body’s else’s business needs
to be everybody’s business.

“The legislature can give
attention,” said Ellen Hamil-
ton, executive director of the
Pee Dee Coalition Against
Domestic & Sexual Assault.
“It can say, ‘Look at this,” but
anytime there’s a problem,
it’s got to be a communi-
tywide one: our business
community, our health care
community, higher education.
This starts the conversation
for that.

“It’s a social problem, and

B o

you look at social institu-
tions.”

One other social institution
is critical.

“We’re going to start con-
necting more with our faith
community,” Hamilton said.
“It’s just critical. Those are
our moral leaders. We need to
be articulating family is crit-
ical. It’s the bedrock of this
culture and country. We can’t
expect the cops to do that or
government or other people.”

Government actually did a
little bit this year. The legisla-
ture passed a bill that will
increase penalties for repeat
domestic violence offenders,
based on the severity of the
attack, the number of pre-
vious offenses and other fac-
tors. The new law, signed by
Gov. Nikki Haley, will impose
a lifetime gun ban on the
worst abusers and an auto-
matic three- or 10-year ban in
other cases.

Haley also appointed a
domestic violence task force
that looked at the problem
from several angles.

“The legislature is very
attuned to domestic violence
in a way they have not been
before,” Hamilton said.
“These hearings helped them
laser in on it.”

But without community
action, the problem won’t
shrink.

- The (Florence) Morning News
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All communities must fight domestic violence in SC
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SOUTH CAROLINA

Lawmaker: Raise
security at clinics

COLUMBIA — A Demo-
cratic state representative
asked GOP Gov. Nikki Haley
on Monday to increase se-
curity at the three clinics in
South Carolina that provide
abortions following last
week’s deadly shootings at
a Planned Parenthood in
Colorado.

McLeod called on the
governor to coordinate with
state and local law enforce-
ment to monitor clinics in
Charleston, Columbia and
Greenville.

Haley’s office said the
governor’s already doing
that. Officials with the State
Law Enforcement Division
and the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security have
told Haley there are “no
known threats” to Planned
Parenthood in the South-
east, said her spokeswoman,
Chaney Adams.

County: Beaufort
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Shootings should
prompt better police
training, not new laws

Police should be trained not
to shoot into moving cars, but
the state shouldn’t pass a law
tying the hands of law en-
forcement officers.

Upstate residents have seen
plenty of this type of shooting
recently.

Delvin Tyrell Simmons, 20,
was killed by a campus police
officer at Spartanburg Metho-
dist College who was respon-
ding to a report of vehicle
break-ins. The officer said
Simmons tried to run over
him with his car. There is no
video of the shooting.

There is video of Seneca
Police Lt. Mark Tiller shoot-
ing and killing Zachary Ham-
mond, 19, in a Hardee's park-
ing lot. Tiller also claimed
that he feared for his life
because Hammond was trying
to hit him with his car. ...

There are similar incidents
across the state. An investiga-
tion by the Post and Courier
of Charleston found that one
in four officer-involved shoot-
ings in South Carolina consist
of a police officer shooting
into a moving vehicle.

Lawmakers have proposed
strengthening the laws re-
garding use of excessive force
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DRILL INTO RECRUITS
THAT IT IS ALWAYS
BEST TO STEP OUT
OF THE WAY OF A
MOVING VEHICLE
THAN TO SHOOT.

and even outlawing police
shooting into moving vehi-
cles.

That’s not the best course.

South Carolina would do
better to invest its efforts into
better police training. Make
sure officers know what to do
when someone tries to escape
in a vehicle. Run them
through several such scena-
rios in training. Drill into
recruits that it is always best
to step out of the way of a
moving vehicle than to shoot.

South Carolina law enforce-
ment officers have a difficult
and dangerous job. They are
required to make instantane-
ous decisions that affect
themselves and others for life.
Lawmakers should focus on
giving them the training nec-

essary to better equip them
for their jobs, not burdening
them with complex new laws.
- The (Spartanburg) Herald
Journal

All communities must
fight domestic
violence in SC

Domestic violence is a
pervasive problem in South
Carolina. It didn’t become a
big problem overnight. Mea-
ningful solutions won’t come
overnight, either.

It’s a criminal problem, but
the answers can’t come exclu-
sively from lawmakers and
law enforcement.

It’s a cultural problem.
Solutions must come from
communities. ...

That’s right. What we have
accepted for too long as no-
body’s else’s business needs
to be everybody’s business.

“The legislature can give
attention,” said Ellen Hamil-
ton, executive director of the
Pee Dee Coalition Against
Domestic & Sexual Assault.
“It can say, ‘Look at this,” but
anytime there’s a problem,
it’s got to be a communi-
tywide one: our business
community, our health care
community, higher education.
This starts the conversation
for that.

“It’s a social problem, and
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you look at social institu-
tions.”

One other social institution
is critical.

“We’re going to start con-
necting more with our faith
community,” Hamilton said.
“It’s just critical. Those are
our moral leaders. We need to
be articulating family is crit-
ical. It’s the bedrock of this
culture and country. We can’t
expect the cops to do that or
government or other people.”

Government actually did a
little bit this year. The legisla-
ture passed a bill that will
increase penalties for repeat
domestic violence offenders,
based on the severity of the
attack, the number of pre-
vious offenses and other fac-
tors. The new law, signed by
Gov. Nikki Haley, will impose
a lifetime gun ban on the
worst abusers and an auto-
matic three- or 10-year ban in
other cases.

Haley also appointed a
domestic violence task force
that looked at the problem
from several angles.

“The legislature is very
attuned to domestic violence
in a way they have not been
before,” Hamilton said.
“These hearings helped them
laser in on it.”

But without community
action, the problem won’t
shrink.

- The (Florence) Morning News
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Deadline to apply for flood
aid in SC extended a month

ASSOCIATED PRESS

COLUMBIA — South Caro-
lina residents who suffered
damage in October's massive
floods will have an extra
month to request federal help.

Gov. Nikki Haley's office
announced in a statement
Monday that the deadline to
apply for aid from the Federal
Emergency Management Ad-
ministration has been extend-

ed to Jan. 4. The original dead-
line was Friday.

Flood survivors can ask
FEMA for help with renting a
temporary home or repairing
their homes, Small businesses
can seek low-interest loans
from the U.S. Small Business
Administration for uninsured
damage.

The FEMA aid is available
in 24 counties in the state.
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Haley asked to raise
security at 3 clinics

A Democratic state rep-
resentative is asking GOP
Gov. Nikki Haley to in-
crease security at the three
clinics in South Carolina
that provide abortions, fol-
lowing last week’s shootings
at a Planned Parenthood
clinic in Colorado. Rep. Mia
McLeod of Columbia called
on the governor Monday to
coordinate with state and
local law enforcement to
monitor clinics in Charles-
ton, Columbia and Green-
ville. Haley’s office says the
governor is already doing
that. Spokeswoman Chaney
Adams says officials have
told Haley there are no
known threats to Planned
Parenthood clinics in the
Southeast. A 57-year-old
former South Carolina resi-
dent is accused of opening
fire at a clinic in Colorado
Springs, Colorado, killing
three people and injuring
nine others. Planned Par-
enthood operates the Co-
lumbia clinic. — AP
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SOUTH CAROLINA

Lawmaker: Raise
security at clinics

COLUMBIA — A Demo-
cratic state representative
asked GOP Gov. Nikki Haley
on Monday to increase se-
curity at the three clinics in
South Carolina that provide
abortions following last
week’s deadly shootings at
a Planned Parenthood in
Colorado.

McLeod called on the
governor to coordinate with
state and local law enforce-
ment to monitor clinics in
Charleston, Columbia and
Greenville.

Haley’s office said the
governor’s already doing
that. Officials with the State
Law Enforcement Division
and the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security have
told Haley there are “no
known threats” to Planned
Parenthood in the South-
east, said her spokeswoman,
Chaney Adams.
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