" D@ﬁmﬂik&k o abeliy

. Or & Cdt\:égm o_Q;Sodﬂ\ Carcling,

T am <0 Ve ,pmuA4 Yot as

Nout locr humBle feackershias

\,c.onu.m o\ﬁr zcu‘ i:‘tge; C:thzens

_ Ave. Syen ¢c

e e.u;RO a.th esge ﬁhﬂ‘ (
Nete cueme& m:rs%

e JAJ_ITOQ\,S 2dance and.

, un"W\ febi)gd o all people

~ Whep T W %e_eQOwL

, u)ang\ce& %mfﬁ *-ko"%swwﬁfﬂh

< W&mexm@ U M




. W
\

. 2

o

_‘.r""' -\'\;\%TU N,

ﬁmm&m Yot ux QU ke

2o 40 med<e. cuwﬁ&wm
A%O—j—%‘-w

am Scﬁ muts
24& Wellinadon way

Centm), ST 29630




DISPATCHES News

Beyond ISIS

BILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN U.S. HUMANITARIAN AID

A spate of bombings in Iraq and

Turkey shows militants belonging
to ISIS aren’t ready to give up. Twin
blasts ripped through central Baghdad
on New Year’s Eve and again on Jan. 2,
leaving more than 50 dead and hun-
dreds wounded. ISIS also spawned a
New Year’s Day shooting at a nightclub
in Istanbul, killing 39.

But the bombings were a distraction
from recent ISIS military losses in Syria
and Iraq. With the group’s plans for a
global caliphate largely diminished, an
international coalition is readying plans
to restore damaged cities and towns
recently captured from ISIS.

Overall, the violence has affected
every religious and ethnic group. But
nearly a year after the United States and
others—including the European Union—

declared ISIS actions to be genocide
against Christians and other minorities,
billions of dollars in humanitarian aid
aren’t reaching these believers.
Upcoming rebuilding efforts also appear
to exclude affected Christians, whose
population has dwindled by close to 80
percent since the 2003 U.S.-led war—
from 1.4 million to under 225,000.
Displaced by ISIS invasions since 2014,
many of the remnant are sheltering for
a third winter in unfinished buildings
or temporary unheated trailers.

More than 3 million Iraqgis have fled
their homes since IS1S seized territory
in Iraq in 2014, and the United States
has allocated $1.1 billion in humanitar-
ian aid, with an additional $1 billion
made available in last year’s stopgap
spending bill for “economic support”

Iraqgis attend a service in the
Assyrian Orthodox church of Mart
Shmoni, in Bartella, on Dec. 24.

for populations affected by
ISIS. UN programs manage a
significant portion of that
funding. But for Christians
nothing has changed since a
Chaldean representative,
Stephen Rasche, testified to
Congress last September: “The
Christian community in Iraq
has received nothing in aid
from any U.S. aid agencies or
the UN”

U.S. Rep. Chris Smith,
R-N.J,, a senior member of the
House Foreign Affairs
Committee, went to assess the
situation for himself after
hearing testimony from
Rasche, an American attorney
for the Chaldean archdiocese
in Erbil. The diocese oversees
care for approximately 70,000
people displaced from Mosul
and Nineveh Plains, for nearly
three years now relying entirely on
private church-based donations.

Smith arrived in Erbil on Dec. 23
and told me he could not gain security
clearance from the U.S. Consulate there
or the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad to visit
the church-based camps. The law-
maker traveled without official U.S.
security to Ashti-2, at 6,000 residents
the largest Christian camp. Unlike
camps for Muslims in the area, it
receives no support from USAID or
from U.S. government-funded NGOs
like the International Rescue
Committee and Save the Children.

“T could not be more disappointed,”
Smith told me by phone from
Washington after his return, “that espe-
cially after the last three years these
Christians have not gotten more help.
The funding is there, and we have
asked repeatedly for money, but they
have bypassed the Christians.”

Last year the Republican-led
Congress allowed to die without a vote
a bill introduced by Smith to address
the discrepancy and protect minority
communities in Irag, H.R. 5961.
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December’s stopgap spending measure
included $1 billion in economic support
aimed at victims of ISIS genocide, but it
did not specify minority groups and has
no reporting mechanism to ensure how
the money is spent.

The UN Development Program
(UNDP) is expected to manage U.S. and
other funding to rebuild Iragi towns
laid waste by ISIS, with $48 million
already committed by the United States
for “immediate stabilization” UNDP’s
latest report shows about 20 distribu-
tion centers across Irag—but not one
facility is located in Christian areas of
Nineveh Plains.

Many of those historic villages and
sites around Mosul—including ancient
churches, monasteries, and shrines
marking the birthplaces of Old
Testament prophets—already have been
liberated from ISIS and are currently
controlled by Kurdish or other militia
forces. Residents, however, have not
been allowed to return until security
and reconstruction plans are in place.

In the camp in Irag, Smith said, he
was able to attend a Christmas program
with about 200 elementary students
singing. “What’s striking are the signs
of joy and the lack of complaint,” he
told me. “But if the takeaway is they are
doing OK, they are not doing OK
because we are doing what we should
to help them, but it’s their faith. That’s
what is getting them through it”

BY THE NUMBERS

0%

The percentage of young Americans ages 18 to 34 who were living
with their parents, siblings, or other relatives in 2015, according to a
Trulia analysis. It was the highest percentage since 1940.

if. 1111111011
The average number of viewers for Monday Night Football during

the 2016 season, the second-lowest average since the weekly NFL game
moved to ESPN in 2006.

The number of homicides in Chicago in 2016, the city’s highest total
in two decades.

The number of Israeli children estimated to have been aborted since the

1948 founding of Israel, which permits abortions at any stage of pregnancy.
Hitler killed 1 million Jewish children.

IO 1111111011
mber of rides provided by Uber on New Year's Eve, according to

The nu .
company estimates, nearly triple that of the year before.
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Charged

Authorities on Dec. 21
charged Andrew McClinton
with arson for allegedly
burning Hopewell
Missionary Baptist Church,
an African-American
church in Greenville, Miss.,
in November. McClinton, an
African-American, attended
the church. The attack
included a spray-painted
“Vote Trump” message on
the church, leading author-
ities initially to suspect a
political motivation (see
“Human Race,” Nov. 26).
Hopewell is boarded up
currently and will probably
be torn down. Rebuilding
will take months, and the
predominantly white con-
gregation of First Baptist
Church has welcomed the
Hopewell congregation to
use its building for as long
as Hopewell needs it.

Accused
Authorities say three
Chinese citizens hacked
into the computers of U.S,
law firms, making more
than $4 million off their
fraud. The three, posing as
information technology
analysts, allegedly stole
information from seven

Human Race

New York firms for use in
insider trading, making
tens of thousands of
attempts before they broke
into their systems. They
allegedly made investments
based on the information
they stole, landing massive
profits and sparking an
investigation. Authorities
have arrested one of the
alleged hackers, Iat Hong
from Hong Kong, but the
other two are still at large.

Bombed

A driver plowed a van car-
rying gas cylinders into the
headquarters building of
the Australian Christian
Lobby in Deakin on Dec.
21, causing damage to the
building but no injuries to
those inside it. The driver
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was treated at a hospital for
injuries. Police quickly said
the driver’s actions “were
not politically, religiously
or ideologically motivated.”
ACL managing director
(and WORLD's Daniel of
the Year) Lyle Shelton dis-
agreed, telling ABC radio
the act was “an attack
against the sort of things
that we've been saying in
the public square”

Reunited

More than a dozen Chibok
girls kidnapped by Boko
Haram were reunited with
their families, seeing them
on Christmas Day for the
first time since their kid-
napping. The schoolgirls,
21 of themand a baby,
waited nearly three years

for their kidnappers to
release them. In April 2014,
Boko Haram kidnapped
nearly 300 Christian girls
and forced them to convert
to Islam, sparking interna-
tional outrage. Nigerian
authorities and an uniden-
tified Swiss contingent
brokered a deal leading to
the release of these 21 girls.
The girls spent two months
undergoing psychoanalysis
and medical assistance
before they went home to
their families.

Admitted

Russian officials in
December conceded, for the
first time, the large-scale
doping of their Olympic
athletes. Olympic officials
have been collecting
information chronicling

an institutional doping
conspiracy for years. The
Russian sports agency
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began by vehemently deny-
ing the accusations, even
after Olympic officials
banned Russian athletes
from the last Olympics. But
the investigation has now
been published, and the
International Olympic
Cor.nmittee required the
nation to admit the tryth in
order to be accepted again
4 an equal Olympie com-
Petitor and possible host
of future games. The

Rus.s'\ans, \'\uwevev\ only
admitted to a low-leve]

conspiracy, still claiming
the Russian government
was not involved,
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