
WACCAMAW RIVER

Tourists
wreak
havoc
inflood
WaccamawRiver residentsin

Conwaysay speeding boaters are
causing more damagetohomes.

BY AUDREY HUDSON

ahudson@thesunnews.com
The unintended consequenceof

livinginanatural disasterarea is
the touristattraction it creates,
andalong theflooded Waccamaw
River, sightseersare causing even
moredamage tohomes surround­
ed bydowned trees andrising
water.
Waccamaw Drive residentssay

they areused tosightseerswhen
the river floods, anddon't mind
the occasionalkayak paddler or
motorboatslowly skimming by
their houses.
Butsome have toyell atthe

speeding boaters as theyrace by
their neighborhood, warning them
toslow down beforethe wakerolls
throughtheir homes.
Wayne Coopershouted at four

sightseersinaboat Tuesday morn­
ingwho were creatingthree­foot
waves that knocked hisand his
neighbor's lawnmower offof
blocks that were intended tokeep
the machines fromfloating away.
"You've gotlawnmowers being

washed offblocks, you'vegot TVs,
you've gotrefrigerators,all types
of stuff.Whateverpeople have

downstairs that theyalready put
upabove thewater, when some­
onemakes the water several feet
higher inamatter of seconds,it's
going towashoff," Coopersaid.
"Icall itignorance, Idon't know

what elsetosay," Cooper said."If
youdon't knowany betterat this
point of amajor flood,then you're
ignorant towhat'sgoingon
aroundyou."
Emy Chamberlainsays it'snot
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justthe homes already
flooded,but houses on stilts
that are alsodamaged by
boat wake.
"When they comeby,

they'resplashing water into
those houses. Eitherway, it
causesabigproblem. It's a
breeding groundfor mold,
andthen peoplehave totear
outtheir carpets," Cham­
berlain said.
TheS.C.Departmentof

NaturalResourceshaspatrol
boatsontheriverforsecuri­
ty,rescueassistanceandto
warnboaterstoslowdown.
Butit's notjust thetour­

istswho arecausing prob­

lems.Cooper andhis wife,
Charlotte, saidaDNRboat
created aroll of waveswhen
it preplanedby their house
doing 10mphonMonday.
"Maybe they had an

emergencyor something,"
offered Charlotte Cooper.
Sgt.Nate Hutson with

DNR saidan official could
have been headingtoan
emergency, or trying toget
enoughpower tomanage
steering upstreaminthe
rushing water.
"When those guysare

coming upstream,the water
is runningso fast they have
littlespace tomanagethe

boat," Hutsonsaid."We
wanttoprovide security and
keep it at aminimum speed,
but it'simpossible tokeep it
completely down,unless
we're going downstream,
thenwe canjustfloat."
"But,we doadvise our

guystolead by example,"
Hutsonsaid.
WhenDNRencounters

boatersontheriver,unless
theyaretryingtoaccesstheir
ownproperty,officialsare
tellingthemthatnowisnot
thetimeforpleasurecruising.
"We areadvising themto

keep it at idle speed, specifi­
callyaroundhomes, dueto

the factthat wakedoes
causealotof damage.Just
like theocean crashing on
shore andwashing out sand,
wavesfrom aboat canwash
out thefoundation froma
home anddo somedestruc­
tion," Hutsonsaid.
Inaddition tothat state

agency, officersfrom the
S.C. Law EnforcementDivi­
sionare also onthe riverin
boats andutilizing ahel­
icoptertospot residentswho
needto berescued from
flooded areas, saidagency
spokesman Thom Berry.
Gov. Nikki Haley said

duringanewsconference
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Tuesday that more than200
rescue missions have oc­
curredinflooded areas,
which included 30 petsand
fivegoats.
The National Weather

Servicecrest predictionsfor
the WaccamawRiver have
varied significantly since
alerts were first issued.
The most recent forecast

issued Tuesday afternoon
saidthe river couldreach
16.6 feet onSunday and
crest earlynext week. That's
ahalf­foot abovelast year,
making this eventthesec­
ond highest floodonrecord.
The Little PeeDee River

at GalivantsFerry was ex­
pectedtocrest at arecord
highof 17 feetTuesday
afternoon.

Oncethe Waccamaw
crests,it takes aweek for
thewater to recede.
Fortheforeseeable future,

officersfromthe Horry
CountyPoliceDepartment
have established 14check­
pointsat floodedroad en­
trances toprevent thepublic
fromdriving onto flooded
roadsand toprovidesecuri­
ty forthe neighborhood.
"Theyare there toprotect

property, tomake surethat
onlypropertyowners access
property, forsecurity, to
troubleshoot any issueswith
propertyowners andprovide
information asneeded,"
saidLisa Bourcier,Horry
Countyspokeswoman.
"Theywill probably be

there foranother 10days,at
least untilpeople canget

backtotheir property. We
willjust have towait and
see,"she said.
Untilthen,Waccamaw

Riverresidentswhoarehurri­
canewearywithdowned
trees,noelectricity,anda
floodedneighborhoodthat
requireswadingthrough
waist­highwateroraboatto
leavetheirhome,areasking
boaterstoslowdown.
"I knowpeopleare curi­

ous andthey justwantto see
what's goingon, andthat's
okay as longasthey paddle
or idle by sothere's nota
wake," saidCharlotte
Cooper.
"But our thingsare al­

ready beingruined, andall
they are doing iswashing
more stuffaway,"she said.

Audrey Hudson:
843­444­1765,
@AudreyHudson

''IFYOUDON'TKNOWANYBETTER
ATTHISPOINTOFA
MAJORFLOOD,
THENYOU'RE
IGNORANTTO
WHAT'SGOINGON
AROUNDYOU.
Wayne Cooper, Waccamaw
River resident
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Governorshowsreal
leadership
I wouldlike toextendmy

deepest gratitudetoGov.
Nikki Haley forher amazing
leadershipin preparing
SouthCarolina for whatI
believehasbecome the
worstnatural disaster inthe
12 yearsIhave lived inthe
area, andfor her continuing
leadershipand direction in
the recoveryeffort. The
credit also belongs tothe
menand womenof the law
enforcement agencies,the
municipalities, theS.C.
Department ofTransporta­
tion,the utilities,the S.C.
NationalGuard and various
contractors.
OnSunday morning, Ileft

myhome inLongs,first
driving 15 mileswest to
Loristhenback again and
28milesnortheast toShal­
lotte, N.C.,looking for a
placetoeat andto get acup
ofcoffee ­without success.
Alongthe way, there were

dozens ofcrews fromthe
aforementioned entities
clearing roads, directing
traffic, repairing powersub­
stationsandraising downed
powerlines.
I didnot seeonefunction­

ingtrafficlight.
Wewerelucky andhad

powerrestored within26
hours.Manyothers are still
without powerbut I under­
stand an additional
400,000 customerswere
broughtonline since yester­
day. Today thereare more
businessesopen andmore
functional trafficlights.
This is trulyan amazing

recoveryeffort, with every­
oneworking sowell togeth­
er.It willtake sometime but
I am confident therestora­
tionwill becompleted as
soonas possible.
I am alsoamazed bythe

resilience ofthe citizensof
South Carolina.

–Ted Van Weeren,Longs
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SCRepublicans standby
Trump despitevulgarvideo
BY CASSIE COPE
AND AVERY G. WILKS
ccope@thestate.com, awilks@thestate.com''
MostS.C. GOP leaderswill

voteforRepublican presidential
candidateDonald Trump despite
avulgarvideofrom 2005 that
surfaced overthe weekend.
Inthe video,Trump used

crude languagewhen telling
former"Access Hollywood"
co­hostBilly Bush that hetried
toseduce NancyO'Dell, aClem­
sonUniversity graduate andMiss
SouthCarolina 1987.
S.C.Lt. Gov. HenryMcMaster,

whodelivered aspeech nomi­
nating Trumpat the Republican
NationalConvention, saidhe
stillplanstosupport his party's

nominee.
"Nobody candefend that of­

fensive conversation,"McMaster
said.But, headded,Trump has
apologized.
"Iam stronglyfor Donald

Trump," McMastersaid, adding
otherissues are moreimportant,
includingcontrol ofthe Supreme
Court. "Nothing's changed."
Meanwhile, S.C.Gov. Nikki

Haley,who previously had said
shewould vote for Trump,said
Mondayshe isnot focusedon
politics, concentratinginstead on
the PalmettoState's recovery
fromHurricane Matthew.

"Ireally have total tunnel
vision onmaking sure that we
get South Carolinaup andrun­
ning," Haley said."Politically,
I'm checked out fromallthat."

SEEREACT,6A

IAMSTRONGLY
FORDONALDTRUMP.
NOTHING'SCHANGED.
Lt. Gov. HenryMcMaster
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U.S. Sen. Tim Scott,R­Char­

leston,told the PostandCourier
that hestillwill vote for Trump
but criticized the video. "That's
awful;it's disgusting," Scottsaid
of thevideo. "It's noteven a
question onwhat hewasin­
volvedin. Whateverhe was
involved in,Iwould never stick
around tohear theend ofthat
story."
U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham,

R­Seneca, weighed inonTwitter
over the weekend,criticizing the
businessmogul and reality TV
staragain. Graham, who un­
successfully ranfor theGOP
nominationthis year,previously
had saidhewill notvote for
Trump.
Butthree S.C. GOP congress­

men saidtheywill vote for
Trump anyway.
"Asafather tothreeboys who

hastaught themthat women are
tobecherished andrespected, I
found Donald Trump'scom­
ments tobehorrendous and
indefensible," saidU.S. Rep.Jeff
Duncan,R­Laurens. "Thatbeing
said, Icontinue to bemorecon­
cerned withHillaryClinton's
actionsthanIam with Donald
Trump'swords."
U.S. Rep.Joe Wilson,R­

Springdale, saidhestillsupports
Trump,too. "Iappreciate Mr.
Trump hasapologizedfor his
indefensible comments,"Wilson
saidinastatement, adding: "Yet
Secretary Clintonhas never
apologizedfor herindefensible
conduct."
U.S. Rep.Trey Gowdy,R­

Spartanburg, saidTrump'scom­
ments are indefensibleand do
not reflectthe values ofthe
Republican Party.Gowdy said

hetold hismother, wife,daugh­
ter and threesisters that
Trump'scomments werenot
"locker room"talk, asTrump
hisportrayed them."Ihave been
inmany lockerrooms andhave
never heard this kindof talk.
There are men­inpolitics and
out­whorespect women at all
times inpublicand inprivate."
Gowdy wentonto criticize

Clintonfor calling Trump's
supporters deplorable, and
Democrats for "riggingthe pri­
marytodeny BernieSanders a
chance."
U.S. Reps.Mick Mulvaney,

R­Indian Land;Tom Rice,R­
Myrtle Beach,andMark San­
ford, R­Charleston, didnot re­
spondtorequests for comment.

CassieCope: 803­771­8657
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FILEPHOTOGRAPHThe State

Lt.Gov.Henry McMastershares thestage withpresidential contender
DonaldTrumpinFebruary.
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HURRICANEMATTHEW

Officialsfocuson floods
and power outages

Some400,000in SC remain withoutelectricity; 400 roadsand bridges stillclosed
BY AVERY G.WILKS
awilks@thestate.com
Floodingfrom risingrivers

andpotential damfailures
toppedS.C. officials' con­
cerns Monday,two days after
Hurricane Matthewchurned
pastthe S.C. coast.
No additionaldeaths were

reported, leaving the storm's
tollat three.
Meanwhile, morethan

400roads andbridgesre­
mained closed,and more
than400,000SouthCar­

olinians remained without
power.
By midday Monday,au­

thorities hadrescued 162
peoplefrom floodwaters in
the state's PeeDee region,
wheresix dams had failed.
S.C. officials saidthey were

"extremely concerned" about
flooding alongthe Little Pee
Dee,Lumber andWaccamaw
rivers. They also werewatch­
ingthe Black River.

"The flooding fromthe
rivers hasbeen unfortunate,
andwhat we areseeingis just
alot ofdamage," saidS.C.
Gov. Nikki Haley,who took
an aerial tourof thearea
Monday morning. "Most first
floors are goneifnot homes
altogether. Wesawcarslost,
impassableroads."

SEESTORM, 7A

MOREINSIDE

Chaos lingers in waterlogged
NorthCarolina,6A

Ariail: Buzzed butstill
standing, 2C

Palmetto: Pictures show
HurricaneMatthew's power,1C
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Haley asked President

Barack Obamafor a disas­
ter declarationthat would
free upfederal money to
help pay forrecovery.
S.C. regulators had

concerns about 250 dams
across thestate andhad
inspected 161 bymidday
onMonday.
Ofthe seven damsthat

have failed, sixwere in
Dillon,Darlington, Clar­
endonor Horry counties,
someof the areasworst
hit bythe weekend's
storm. A seventhbreached
dam wasat Baywater
Drive inLexington Coun­
ty, according toCatherine
Heigel, directorof theS.C.
Department of Health and
Environmental Control.
Officials werewatching

twoother"significant
hazard" PeeDee dams for

potentialfailures, shesaid.
LateMonday, theU.S.

Geological Surveysaidthe
Lumber Riverwas athigh­
er than22feet,the Wac­
camaw atnearly 16feet
andthe Little PeeDee at
higher than15 feet.Each
of those figuresindicates
"major" flooding,accord­
ingtothe National Weath­
er Service.
All three rivers areex­

pectedtostay at major
floodstages throughthis
week.
The Little PeeDee is

not expectedtocrest for
days, andit couldbetwo
weeks beforethe Wacca­
maw crests,according to
S.C. Department of Nat­
ural Resources director
AlvinTaylor.
"It'svery difficultwhen

you're lookingat those
rivers. Most ofthe models
work well withrainfall,
but when youhavedam
breaches upstream, the
models are verydifficult
tofollow," Taylor said.
"That'swhy wehave eyes
onthe grounddayand
night watchingthose riv­
ers."
Haley saidMonday the

statehad asked the presi­
dent for adisaster declara­
tion that wouldprovide
recovery money through
the FederalEmergency
Management Agency.
Haley's request covered13
counties. Morecouldbe
added.
Obamasigned disaster

declarations Sunday for
Florida andGeorgiabut
bylate Monday had not

signed adeclaration for
the Palmetto State.
A presidentialdisaster

declaration for 35 S.C.
counties after last fall's
historic flooding pavedthe
way forFEMA toprovide
more than$164million to
more than28,000 survi­
vors.
Italso allowedFEMA to

subsidize government
agencies' disaster recov­
ery projects, needed after
the flooding knocked out
roads, bridgesand other
infrastructure.
WithFEMA paying for

as muchas 75percent of
each project–fromdebris
removalto repairingroads
and bridges–thestate and
33 of its countiesreceived
nearly$75 million infed­
eral "publicassistance"
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dollars.
As of Monday evening,

407S.C. roadsand 27
bridgesremained closed
because of storm debris or
flooding.
Morethan1,500state

workershad been dis­
patched toclearthe re­
mainingroads, most of
which were secondaryor
low­traffic routes,S.C.
Department of Trans­
portation chief Christy
Hall said.
"That's ourfocusnow,

topushinthose areas,"
Hall said.
Morethan406,715 S.C.

customers were without
powerlate Monday, down
frommore than866,000
onSaturday night.
Sustained, highwinds

inland and torrentialrain­
fallfrom thestorm
chewedthrough power
polesand crippledtrans­
mission stations, trigger­
ingmassivepower fail­
ures, according toutilities
inthe state.
Someutilities warned

customers it couldbe
Sunday before allpoweris
restored, thoughmost
electricity shouldreturn

much sooner.
Nearly 85,360SCE&G

customers remained with­
out poweronMonday
afternoon. Nearly 2,000
of those wereinthe Co­
lumbiaarea.
SCE&G shouldrestore

powerTuesday toallMid­
lands customers,accord­
ingtoKeller Kissam, the
utility's retailoperations
vice president.
Lowcountry SCE&G

customers should have
powerrestored by theend
of theweek, he said.How­
ever,the lights couldbe
out inpartsof Beaufort
Countyuntil early next
week.
"We aremoving very

well with utilities," Haley
said."They arereally on
top ofthis, moving asfast
as theycan, and will con­
tinue todoso."
The statestillhad 2,184

evacueesstaying inmore
than42shelters Monday
morning, with plans to
consolidate someloca­
tions,Haley said.
S.C. officials Monday

asked for donations tothe
One S.C. Fund,originally

created tohelp survivors
rebuildfrom the2015
flooding. Thatfund dis­
tributed $2million in
grants tononprofits work­
ingon floodrecovery
projects, helpingmore
than1,500families return
home.
Monetary donations

address needsbetter than
donated supplies,which
are costly towarehouse
and distribute,saidMarcia
Adams, directorof the
S.C. Department of Ad­
ministration.

Staff writers RoddieBurris,
Tim Flach, Bristow
Marchant and JamieSelf
contributed.Avery G.
Wilks: 803­771­8362,
@averygwilks

Matthew's toll
Monday'scount

407
roadclosures

27
bridge closures

406,715
power outagesremaining

250
dams thatstate officials
saidthey wereconcerned
bout

7
confirmed damfailures

31
school districts closed;
others willopen Tuesday
on adelayedschedule
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Alan Johnsonandhisdad, Red,carry outitems fromastoreroomthat washitby nearly
3 feetof stormsurge.Theirhome is inTansi Village onFigIsland.
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

Asailboatandcatamaran arewashed upnearthe runway ofBeaufortCounty Airport.
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USC football game
(R)ather than moving Sat­

urday night's scheduled game
against Georgia at Williams­
Brice Stadium to Atlanta, as
some proposed, USC officials
decided merely to delay it until
Sunday afternoon.
The impulse to avoid giving

up a home game for the second
straight season — and the mil­
lions in revenue it brings to the
school — is understandable.

However, the choice to keep
the game in Columbia, albeit
kicking off 19 hours later than
initially planned, is irrespon­
sible.

Yes, college football is a big
deal in our state. But so is a

state of emergency due to a
weather crisis. ...

Gov. Nikki Haley has rightly
signaled frustration over USC's
dubious call to play that game
this weekend despite the hurri­
cane. As she pointed out
Thursday, law enforcement
personnel must focus on their
demanding — and critical —
storm­related duties, not on
providing traffic and security
services at a sporting event
that could draw more than

80,000 fans.
­ Post & Courier

Charleston
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YOUR QUESTIONSANSWERED

Have there beenbreak­ins?
What refrigeratedfood isOK?
STAFF REPORTS
newsroom@islandpacket.com
The Island Packetand

The BeaufortGazette
asked whether ourreaders
had any questionsabout
Hurricane Matthewand
storm­related issues,and
youresponded. Here are
someof the most­asked
questions:

Havetherebeen re­
Q: Q:

portsofbreak­ins in
Beaufort County?

Capt.BobA: A: Bromage
of theBeaufort County
Sheriff's Officesaidoffi­
cershave responded to27
callsof break­insor bur­
glaries since Gov. Nikki
Haley'sevacuation orders
were given last Wednes­
day.
Ofthose, nineproved to

beactual break­incases.
"Deputies arerespon­

ding toreports,"Bromage
said."We hope it'savery
low number,based onthe
curfewand othersteps
that were taken.Butwe do
anticipate (someinci­
dents)."

Q: Whatrefrigerated foodQ:
is OKtokeep afterapow­
er outage?

TheA: A: mostobvious
way toknowis thegood
oldsniff test.
If it doesn'tsmelllike it

did whenyou left,you
probably wanttotoss it.
Don'trely solely onthis,
though, andthe U.S. De­
partment ofHealth and
HumanServices doesnot
recommendpeople taste
foodtofind outwhether
it's stillOK.

Check for the"refriger­
ate after opening"label. If
youlostpower for asignif­
icant amountof time, then
those items areprobably
goners.

Q: AmIallowed tostartQ:
burningtree branches
andyard refuse?
A: A: No.
The SouthCarolina

Forestry Commission has
issued astatewide burning
ban untilfurther notice to
reduce possible wildfire
ignitions, according tothe
BeaufortCounty Sheriff's
Office.
Thiswill allow theFor­

estryCommission and
localfire departmentsto
focus onemergencyoper­
ations relatedtore­entry,
the releasesaid.
Citizens are advisedto

beextremely vigilant until
the banhas lifted.

Whenwillthe USPS,Q: Q:
UPSandFedExstart deliv­
eryagain?

The
A: A: U.S.Postal Ser­

vice announced itwould
resume allmailservices –
delivery, pickupandpost­
office operations–on
Tuesday.
For those inheavily

damaged areas, though,
residentsneed todoa
littlepreparation.
A Make sure nodebris

blocks access tothe mail­
box.
A If yourmailboxis

destroyedor badly dam­
aged, replaceit with a
receptaclethat has your
address clearlydisplayed.

A If yourresidencewill

beuninhabitable forsome
time, contact the Postal
Servicetoplace mailon
temporaryhold orfile a
temporarychange ofad­
dresscard.
FedEx officials saidthey

would expand serviceto
"accessible areas," though
somecustomers will expe­
rience delays.
UPS had notresponded

toThe Island Packetand
The BeaufortGazette's
query asof 3:30 p.m.

How canwe help?Q: Q:
Here iswhat we

A: A:

knowso far:
A Samaritan's Purseis

looking forpeople tohelp
removetrees, patch roofs
andclean flooded homes
alongwith other physical
labor. Tohelp,go byLow­
country Community
Churchat 801 Buckwalter
Parkway inBluffton.
A Mercy Chefsis pro­

viding meals toemergen­
cypersonnel andothers
helpingto cleanupafter
Hurricane Matthew.To
findout howto help,go to
mercychefs.com.
If youknowof placesin

needof volunteers, please
email us at newsroom@is­
landpacket.com.

WhencanMCASandQ: Q:
Laurel Bay return?

TheA: A: evacuation order
for MCASBeaufort and
LaurelBay wasterminated
at 12:45p.m.Monday.
Personnel and their fam­
ilies areallowed toreturn
tothe airstation andLau­
rel Bayhousing.

WhenwillParris Island
Q: Q:

reopen,andwhen will
personnel return?

AA: A: news releasefrom
ParrisIsland representa­
tives sentout Monday
says allnonessential De­
partment ofDefense per­
sonnel andtheir families
are nowallowedtoreturn
toParrisIsland.
According tothenews

release, authorities have
assessedthe conditions of
the islandand deemed it
safefor return.All person­
nel should return by
Wednesday toresume
work.

Will Marinesstill be
Q: Q:

graduatingon Friday?
A: A: Yes.Accordingto

ParrisIsland representa­
tives, thenaturalization
andgraduation ceremony
for Golf andOscar compa­
nies will continue.
The ceremonyhas been

rescheduledfor 1 p.m.
Fridayat the Peatross
Parade Deck.
Guests cannotaccess

the islanduntil 8 a.m.
Friday.

Will BeaufortCounty
Q: Q:

employeesgetpaid for
whenofficeswere closed
forHurricaneMatthew?
A: A: Yes.JoshGruber,

deputycounty adminis­
trator,saidMonday that
employees will bepaidfor
the days thecounty offices
were closed duetosevere
weather.
Grubersaidessentially

all employeeswho were
scheduledtowork and
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were physicallyready,
willingand abletowork
but couldn't duetoweath­
er willbe paid.
Thoseonworker's com­

pensation willnot bepaid,
according toGruber.

WhenwillBeaufortQ: Q:
Countyemployeesreturn
towork?
A: A: Unclear.
According totheBeau­

fortCountywebsite, coun­

ty offices will remain
closed at least through

Tuesday.
Countyemployees who

are notapartof disaster
recovery areinstructed to
continue monitoringthe
county'swebsite
(www.bcgov.net), email
andother information

channels for updates.

If youhave aquestion or
information youthink
would beimportantor
helpful toshare with
others, emailnews
room@islandpack
et.com.

REBECCALURYE rlurye@islandpacket.com

ApieronMarshlandRoad onHiltonHeadIsland was damagedbythe storm.
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HURRICANE MATTHEW

Beach town hammered;
dozenssaved in floods
Associated Press

About150 people
were rescuedby
boats fromflood­
inginthe river­

side village ofNichols on
Monday while across
SouthCarolina the ocean­
front hamletofEdisto
Beach began thelong
work of recoveringfrom
what officialscalledthe
worst hurricane hitin
almost 40 years.
Inmany otherplaces,

things started toreturn to
normal after Hurricane
Matthewalthough hun­
dreds ofthousands re­
mained without power
and thosewho headed
inland last week were
enduring trafficjams to
return tothe coast,
Matthewdumped 15

inches ofraininMarion
County, sendingthe Lum­
berRiver outof its banks
andinundating Nichols,
which is about 10 miles
fromthe NorthCarolina
stateline.About 150peo­
ple crowdedinto the town
hallwere rescuedby boat

byNational Guard and
Department of Natural
Resources officers.
InEdisto Beach,Mat­

thew,which pushed sever­
al feetof sandonto the
beachfront avenue,de­
stroyed an oceanfront
home and clawedaway at
the foundations ofnumer­
ousothers.
MayorJane Darby,who

met withreportersat the
entrance toEdisto Beach,
saidteams weresurveying
the townand there'sno
early figure onhow many
homeswere damaged or
what thedamage total
might be.
"There'spretty signif­

icant damage toquitea
few, let meput it that
way," themayor said.
Town officialssaidit ap­
peared tobethe worst
hurricane damage since
Hurricane Davidin1979.
There's nopowerin

town,only limited water
and residentswill beal­
lowedback beginning
Tuesday toassess the
damage totheir homes.

While the townhas only
about 500permanent
residents, its population
can swellto30,000 on
busy summer weekends.
U.S. Rep.Mark Sanford,

R­S.C., appeared with
Darby andtown officials.
"I'vebeenthroughout

thedistrictandIthinkby
fartheareathatwashar­
desthitinthisstorm,at
leastinthisdistrict,isEdis­
toBeach,"Sanfordsaid.
HisdistrictincludesSouth
Carolina'ssouthcoastfrom
theCharlestonareato
HiltonHeadIsland.
Gov. Nikki Haley on

Monday lifted thelast of
the coastalevacuation
orders when shesaidpeo­
ple couldreturn toHorry
and Georgetowncounties.
Traffic washeavy return­
ingtothe coast and, ac­
cording toaDepartment
of Transportation website,
travel between Columbia
and Charlestonwas taking
about 30 minuteslonger
thannormal early Monday
evening.
Utilityworkerscutthe

numberofpoweroutages
statewidetoabout
400,000byMondayafter­
noon,lessthanhalfofthe
peakof850,000outages
attheheightofthestorm.
A fundraising effort

started tohelp victims of
last year'shistoric floods
inSouth Carolinais being
extended tohelp victims
of HurricaneMatthew.
Haley andofficials from

the Central CarolinaCom­
munity Foundationsay
that the One SCFund is
nowaccepting donations
tohelp hurricane victims.
The fund wasstarted

last year inthe wakeof
what'sbeen called a
1,000­year floodinSouth
Carolina.
To date,One SC has

distributed $2million in
grants tononprofit organi­
zations supportingflood
recovery projects.Officials
say it hashelped1,500
South Carolinafamilies
get back intheir homes.
Donations for hurricane

victims can bemadeat
www.onescfund.org.
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''THERE'SPRETTYSIGNIFICANT
DAMAGETOQUITE
AFEW(HOMES),
LETMEPUTIT
THATWAY.
Edisto Beach Mayor
Jane Darby

JEFF SINER The CharlotteObserver

A homelies inruinsalong PalmettoBoulevardinthe townofEdistoBeach. Thestorm clawed away atthe foundations
of numerousotherhomesandpushedseveral feet of sandontothebeachfrontavenue.
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RAINIER EHRHARDT AP

Matthewsentthe LumberRiverout of itsbanks, inundatingthe townof Nichols.
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HURRICANEAFTERMATH

How badisthe
damageacross
BeaufortCounty?
BY KELLY MEYERHOFER

kmeyerhofer@islandpacket.com

BeaufortCounty
residentsare in
the dark.
CountyAdmin­

istrator GaryKubic said
54,000residents were
without poweras ofMon­
day afternoon.
Butsome propertyown­

ers arealso inthe dark
about the extent ofthe
damageHurricane Mat­
thew didtotheir proper­
ties.
That's inpartbecause

recovery crewsworkedto
clearprimary roads Mon­
day, sothe status ofsec­
ondary streets isn't even
known byfolks onthe
ground.
Here's whatBeaufort

Countyofficialsreported
they'vebeen briefedon or
seen firsthand:

HILTONHEAD
Matthewcaused an

"unprecedented amount
of damageonHilton Head
Island," Gov. Nikki Haley
saidinanews conference
Monday. "Trees are down

inawaywe've never seen
before."
DuringaMonday after­

noon news conference,
Town ManagerSteve
Rileywarned that some
island residentscouldbe
without powerfor fiveto
seven days.
Residents may beal­

lowedtoreturn home
Tuesday, "butnopromis­
es," hesaid.
Aninitial assessment of

three­fourths ofHilton
Head's commercial prop­
ertiesSunday revealed
roughly440 undamaged,
54 withsome levelof
damageand twobuildings
destroyed, Rileysaid.
Hilton HeadHospital's

emergencyroom opened
at noon Monday. No time­
line was announcedfor
reopeningother hospital
services.
Fifteenof the island's23

trafficsignals areoper­
ational, according tothe
town website.
"Thesouth end(of the

island)was particularly

hard hit andstruggling to
recover," Rileysaid.
MajorarteriesinSea

Pinesare stillbeing clear­
ed,so assessing properties
onsecondary roadsis not
an option, saidToby
McSwain, directorof safe­
ty, security,and trans­
portation at SeaPines.
"Ican't even beginto

tell youwhen we'll start
(secondaryroads),"
McSwain saidMonday.
Majorthoroughfares

that are accessiblein­
clude:
A Greenwood gate to

Frasier Circle.
A Frasier toHarbour

Town.
A Some portionsof the

stretch fromGreenwood
Drive toSouth SeaPines
Drive.
He reportedsome

homesweatheredMat­
thew well, asdid the Plan­
tation Beach Club.
Butothers weren't so

lucky. Hesaidhe couldn't
estimate howmany homes

had treesfallen throughor
against them.
Lagoons filled with

debris are clogged and
cannot flowproperly, but
Sea Pinesis "noteven
closeto getting around to
address(ing) that."
McSwain did get a

chance toseeoceanfront
properties, hesaid, and
the dunes arecompletely
gone, "completely washed
away," hesaid.
Roughly 50 percent of

majorroads areaccessible
inHilton HeadPlantation,
saidgeneralmanager
PeterKristian.
"It'sawork inpro­

gress,"hesaidMonday.
"Literally thousands of
treesare down."
Atleast a dozen homes

have treeson oragainst
them, Kristiansaid, but
"I'msure that'sonly a
small proportion."
One pieceof goodnews,

hesaid, wasthat hehadn't

SEEDAMAGE,4A

FROMPAGE3A

DAMAGE
seen any homes"com­
pletelyobliterated" or
portions ofhome debris in
streets or yards.
Butit's "still waytoo

dangerous" tolet people
in. He declinedto let a

reporter or photographer
intoinspect thegated
community.
Earlierflooding that

madeShipyard Drive
impassablehas subsided,
Shipyard Plantationgener­

almanager Salley Warren
said, but mostsecondary
roadsare stillblocked by
debris. Shereported no
wind damage, meaning no
roofs were ripped off
homes, but somehouses

have tree damage.
Utility crewsrestored

water andpower tothe
welcome center andbeach
club, Warren said.

BLUFFTON
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As peopletrickled back
into Blufftonand power
was slowly restored across
someof thetown,Mayor
Lisa Sulka saidat aMon­
day morning news confer­
encethat thebarrier is­
lands protected Bluffton
fromthe worstof Mat­
thew'swrath.
"This isamiracle that

(we're) backin 48 hours,"
shesaid."It should bea
weekfrom now, truly,that
(people)should beal­
lowedback in."
No callsfromdisplaced

families had come toher
as ofMonday early eve­
ning,she said.
The historic district was

oneof thehardest hit,
Bluffton police ChiefJoey
Reynolds saidat thesame
conference.
Reynolds alsonoted "a

lotof water damage"at
The Farm, Hampton Hall
andHampton Lake.
Trashpick­up and recy­

cling will beginWednes­
day.
"Thetown's ingood

shape," saidTown Manag­
er MarcOrlando. "We're
incleanupmode. I don't

thinkthere's long­term
damage."

BEAUFORT,PORT
ROYALAND ISLANDS
Repairs tothe Harbor

Bridgebegan Sunday and
are stillunderway,Haley
saidMonday afternoon.
The storm washed out

partof the causeway,
preventing accesstoFripp,
Harbor and Huntingis­
lands.
CountyAdministrator

Kubic reportedanumber
of powerrestoration and
debris removalcrews on
the groundonSt. Helena
Island.
"They werehit very,

very hard with tree dam­
age," hesaid."Thecity of
Beaufortis inpretty good
shape."
InBeaufort, streets are

nolonger blockedoff,
MayorBilly Keyserling
said.
He saidheknew of two

homesdamaged bytrees
withinthe city limits:one
onHermitage Road, the
otheronMossy Oaks
Road.
Power outages areprev­

alentnorth of theBroad

River.Keyserling is among
those without power.
Congestion onthe high­

ways Sunday prevented
additional utility crews
fromproviding relief.
Stuck inlonglines oftraf­
fic, thecrewspent the
nightin theirtrucks, Key­
serling said.
Inthe town ofPort Roy­

al, Town ManagerVan
Willisidentified these
streets assome withthe
largestissues:
A Lenora Drive: Trees

completely manglepower
lines.
A 11thStreet: Significant

treesdown.
A Old ShellRoad: Com­

pletelyinaccessible.
A The Sands Road:

Storm surgeundermined
foundation.
Morethan60Beaufort

Memorial Hospital pa­
tients who weretrans­
ferredtofacilities
throughoutthe statere­
turned Monday evening.
Inanews release, the

hospital alsoannounced
the followingpractices
and clinicswill reopen
Tuesday:

A Beaufort Primary

Care,Beaufort Medical
Plaza.
A Harrison Peeples

Health Care Center.
A Orthopedic Special­

ists, 1251 RibautRoad, Dr.
Kevin Jones.
A Laboratory, Beaufort

Memorial Hospital and
Beaufort MedicalPlaza.
A RehabilitationServic­

es foradult orthopedics,
1251 Ribaut Road.
A Pediatric rehabil­

itation services, Beaufort
Medical Plaza andBluff­
ton Medical Servicesat 7
Arley Way.
A Wound Care Center

at BeaufortMedical Plaza.
A Imaging services,

Beaufort MemorialHospi­
tal andBeaufort Medical
Plaza.
Patients scheduledfor

an outpatient serviceon
Mondaywillbecontacted
byahospitalrepresenta­
tive toreschedule. Re­
maining services and
clinicsare expected to
reopen Wednesday.

KellyMeyerhofer:
843­706­8136,
@KellyMeyerhofer
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TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

AportionofClarendonRoad is washedoutnearwhere
power crews areworking torestore electricity.Beaufort
County was hithardby thestorm.
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JAY KARR jkarr@islandpacket.com

Afallingpinetree slicedthroughthishome duringHurricaneMatthew, whichcausedan "unprecedentedamountofdamage onHilton HeadIsland,"
Gov. NikkiHaley said inanewsconferenceMonday. "Treesaredowninaway we'veneverseen before."
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TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

Alan Johnsonandhisdad, Red,carry outitems fromastoreroomMondaywhere nearly3feetof stormsurge
drenchedmostof theitems stored there.Thehomeis inTansi VillageonFig Island.
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Daysafterhurricane,
thousandsinBeaufort
Countystillwithoutpower
BY LUCASHIGH

lhigh@islandpacket.com
While water servicehas

been restored tomost of
BeaufortCounty, tens of
thousandsof localsare
stillwithout poweras
Hurricane Matthewclean­
upcontinues.
About 54,000residents

were stillinthe dark asof
Monday afternoon, said
BeaufortCounty adminis­
trator GaryKubic. That's
down fromthe roughly
73,000locals whowere
without powerthrough
Sunday night, according to
aBeaufort Countynews
release.
"There are501 electri­

callinemen within Beau­
fortCounty workingto
restore powerandan
additional 250who are

expected toarrivetoday,"
the Monday morning
release said.
A On Hilton HeadIs­

land, Palmetto Electric
Cooperative president Berl
Davis saidthere areafew
areas withpower, but
most ofthe island isstill in
the dark. Itis possible that
more residentsmay see
their powerrestored as
early asTuesday.But, he
said, "optimistically,we
are lookingat tomorrow
afternoon or tomorrow
night" for the majorityof
customers'power tobe
restored.
A In Bluffton,poweris

back inmanyneighbor­
hoods."Most offolks ...
are restored,"Davis said.
A The restof the county

is amixed bag.Beaufort
CountySheriff P.J.Tanner
saidMonday afternoon
that localleaders are"still
waiting onareport (of the
extent of outagesin)
northernBeaufort Coun­
ty." BeaufortMayorBilly
Keyserling added that
outages arestillprevalent
north ofthe BroadRiver.
He is amongthose without
power.Congestion onthe
highways Sunday prevent­
ed additional utility crews
fromproviding relief.
Stuck inlong linesoftraf­
fic, thecrews spentSun­
daynight intheir trucks,
Keyserling said.
"Beaufort Countywas

oneof the hardesthit"
areas inthestate and
restoringpower tolocals

"presents auniquechal­
lenge,"saidSCE&G
spokesman Eric Boomer­
hower.
He saidthe company

spent much ofSunday
performing damageas­
sessment, andthe focusis
nowshifting toward resto­
ration.
While Boomerhower

couldnot say specifically
where themanpower in
Beaufort Countywill be
focused, hedid say,
"We've gotcrews allover
the place."
Davis saidthe company

had 200 employees work­
ingincrews Monday to
restore powertoabout
25,000Beaufort County
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customers. Typicallyonly
about 50people areout
working onpowerlineson
agiven day.
PalmettoElectricspokes­

womanMissySantorum
said,"Wearetryingtobe
verytimely,andweappre­
ciate(customers')patience
andunderstanding."
Gov. Nikki Haley said

Monday afternoon that
personnelwith state agen­
ciessuch asthe S.C. De­
partment ofTransporta­
tion have shiftedinto
"support mode for our
counties"tohelp clear
debris inadvance ofpow­

er crews.
"Cool anddryweather"

inthe comingdays will
assistrecovery efforts,
includingpower restora­
tion,she said.
Along with thewide­

spread poweroutages,
Hilton HeadIsland has
experienced someof the
worst lingering water­
related issues inthecoun­
ty.
Becausethe island,

which isstill notopen to
evacueesor visitors,is
mostly without power, the
sewer system isalso
down,Hilton Head Public

ServiceDistrict general
manager Pete Nardisaid.
Thismeans islandresi­

dents who stayedintheir
homesmust not flush
toilets,hesaid.
On thebright side, "we

have about 90percent of
the water systemup and
we arenot awareof any
contamination at this
point,"Nardi said.
Whenresidentsreturn

andbeginusingwaterin
theirhomes,customerswill
beadvisedtoboilwater
usedfordrinking,cooking
andwashingdishesforthe

shortterm,hesaid.
Beaufort­Jasper Water

and SewerAuthority is
asking residents torestrict
water use toessential
needs until poweris re­
stored throughoutthe two
counties.
"Even thoughpower has

been restoredtothe
BJWSAwater treatment
plants, theboosterpump
stationsneeded todistrib­
utethe water toall parts
of ourservicearea are
without powerand are
being operated ongener­
ators," theutility saidina
news release Sunday.
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Lucas High: 843­706­8128,
@IPBG_Lucas

TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

Powercrewswork to
restore electricity on
ClarendonRoad near
Seabrook.
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HILTON HEADISLAND

Many residents
ofSea Pines
can't go home
BY ERIN HEFFERNAN
eheffernan@islandpacket.com
Evenif Hilton Head

Island is opened toeva­
cueeson Tuesday,many
Sea Pinesresidentswill
stillnot beallowedtogo
totheir houses, according
toCommunity Services
Associates President Bret
Martin.
CSA, thecompany that

manages theprivate com­
munity, will barresidents
who liveinsections that
are stillobstructed by
treesfromentering the

neighborhood, Martin
said.Thosehomesare
mostly located inthe
southern end ofthe com­
munity.
Allowing their home­

owners backmay obstruct
recovery crews, Martin
explained Monday after­
noon.
Hilton HeadMayor

DavidBennett announced
Sunday that hehopes the
island wouldbeopen for
re­entry Tuesday.
StillSea Pinessecurity

andCSA arestrongly
discouraging all SeaPines
residentsfrom returning
that soon because ofthe
status ofthe neighbor­
hood.
As of Monday after­

noon:

A There is stillnoelec­

tricityor sewer service,
andthe water is notpota­
ble.There is aboil­water
advisory ineffect.
A Recovery crews have

been unable toaccess
whole sectionsof the
neighborhood that are
obstructed bytrees, al­
thoughthe majorroad­
ways andboth entrances
have been cleared.
A Large treesare still

falling inthe aftermathof
the storm throughoutthe
neighborhood.
A Notall emergency

serviceswould beableto
access obstructed partsof
the community.
"We'retrying toget Sea

Pinescleaned up sothat
people canget back in
safely, securely andwith
servicesavailable when
they come here,"Martin
said."We wouldlove the
propertyowners toget
back assoon aspossible,
but we wantthemtobe
safeat the same time."
BecauseSea Pines'

roadsare privately owned,
CSAcan prevent residents
fromreturning, saidBob
Bromage, spokesman for
the BeaufortCountySher­
iff's Office.

Still, manyresidents are
upset that they areunable
tosee thedamage totheir
homesand areanxious to
return nowmore thanfour
days after Gov. Nikki
Haley calledthem toevac­
uate.
"We justwanttoknow

ifour house isokay," Sea
Pineshomeowner Heather
Martin Guysaid."Even if
we have toclimbthrough
downedtreesto get there.
Evenif wecan't stay
there. Wejustwant tosee
it, salvagewhat wecan,
begin recovery, andhelp
ourneighbors dothe
same."
Other residentsplanto

wait toattempt tocome
home.
"My husbandandIare

full­time residentsof Sea
Pinesand anxious toseeif
there is any damagetoour
home but will notreturn
until utilities have been
restored,"saidJani Ste­
phenson. "We arevery
gratefulfor all thehard
work of thefirstrespon­
dersand wanttostay clear
for clean­up tocontinue."
Martin did nothave an

estimate Monday after­
noon for when neigh­
borhoodproblems would
beresolved.

CSAcrews, private con­
tractors andcrewsfrom
HiltonHeadFire & Res­
cueand the SouthIsland
PublicService Districtare
helping cleartheneigh­
borhoodto restoreaccess
and services.
CSAis also seeking

access toemergencyfund­
ingfrom theTown of
Hilton Headto helpwith
recovery.
Sea Pinessecurityoffi­

cialssaidburglaries have
been reported, though
they have so farbeen
limitedtothe areas that
were accessiblebefore
securityteams returnedto
the island.The only area
they have seen that has
been burglarized sofar is
the SeaPines Centerarea,
saidSea Pinesdirector of
securityToby McSwain.
Securitywill inform

residentsand business
owners ifthey believe
their propertyhas been
burglarized.
McSwain saidresidents

should alsoprepare for the
possibility ofwildlife en­
counters when they return
as somealligators and
deer have been seen near
homes.
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INTERESTED INTHIS
VIDEO

ErinHeffernan:
843­706­8142,
@IPBG_Erinh

DREWMARTIN Staff video

Standingwaterpoolsinthe areaof Heritage Farm, where SeaPines residentshavegarden plots,inthe wakeof HurricaneMatthewon Sunday.
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