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Alan D. Clemumons

District No. 107 - Horry County
1800-A North Qak Street
Myrtle Beach, SC 29577

Tel. (843) 457-4852

519-C Blatt Building
Columbia, SC 29211
Tel. (803) 734-3113

Anthony Keck

House of Representatites
State of Bouth Qarolina

October 4, 2012

South Carolina Health and Human Services

PO Box 8206
Columbia, SC 29202

Dear Director Keck,

Committees:

Rules, Chairman
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Chairman

Judicial Merit Selection
Commission

House Scouting Caucus,
Co-Chairman

1-73, I-74, 1-75 Corridor Assn.,
Chairman
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Department of Health & Human Senvices
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Enclosed is an email I received from a constituent, Patty Blum. Ms. Blum has inquired
as to the rates of Medicare Part D for someone living in Horry County verses the rates for
someone who lives in another South Carolina county. If in fact Horry County residents pay a
higher rate than that of someone residing in any other South Carolina county that seems awfully
unfair to those of us in Horry County. Could you please send Ms. Blum and myself a detailed
explanation of this and explain to us the reasoning behind this logic.

Should you have any questions or need further information, please feel free to give me a
call. Ilook forward to your response and thank you in advance for your help with this very

important issue.

Enclosure

Cc: Patty Blum

ADC:hac




From: Patty Blum <pablum0734@gmail.com>
Date: October 3, 2012, 1:34:24 PM EDT

To: Alan Clemmons <clemmons1@aol.com>
Subject: Fwd: medicare insurance programs

I'm just looking over some of the plans that were sent to me in an
booklet 'medicare & you'. | have some major issues with a few
things and thought | would run them by you.

first i'll give you a little information: 1am 72 yoa; only work a

few days a month now; receive ss check; my major issue is that |
was required to sign up for medicare 'd' at least 4 years ago,--have
no medical issues at all--take no medication--just normally have a
yearly checkup and a lifeline test done--

my payment through blue cross blue ppo is $45.00 a month; though not
a lot, it irritates me that | am REQUIRED to pay for insurance that |

have never used in 4 years. And on top of that looked at all the

plans offered in South Carolina in the book --to find that IF you live

in Charleston, Greenville or Beaufort--there are plans with zero

$....but Horry County is considered 'high risk' among insurance
companies (exact words from SS representative)

Wow.. so unfair--not only is Horry County residents charged 'high
risk’ on home owners insurance (which is at least understandable--we
are at the ocean) but now 'high risk' for medicare drug coverage...

Please give me your thoughts. Thanks!

Patty Blum
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Dear Director Keck,

Committees:

Rules, Chairman
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Election Laws Subcommittee,
Chairman
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Enclosed is an email I received from a constituent, Patty Blum. Ms. Blum has inquired
as to the rates of Medicare Part D for someone living in Horry County verses the rates for
someone who lives in another South Carolina county. If in fact Horry County residents pay a
higher rate than that of someone residing in any other South Carolina county that seems awfully
unfair to those of us in Horry County. Could you please send Ms. Blum and myself a detailed
explanation of this and explain to us the reasoning behind this logic.

Should you have any questions or need further information, please feel free to give me a
call. Ilook forward to your response and thank you in advance for your help with this very

important issue.

Enclosure

Cc: Patty Blum
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From: Patty Blum <pablum0734@amail.com>
Date: October 3, 2012, 1:34:24 PM EDT

To: Alan Clemmons <clemmons1@aol.com>
Subject: Fwd: medicare insurance programs

I'm just looking over some of the plans that were sent to me in an
booklet 'medicare & you'. | have some major issues with a few
things and thought | would run them by you.

first i'll give you a little information: |am 72 yoa; only work a

few days a month now; receive ss check; my major issue is that |
was required to sign up for medicare 'd’ at least 4 years ago,--have
no medical issues at all-take no medication—just normally have a
yearly checkup and a lifeline fest done--

my payment through blue cross blue ppo is $45.00 a month; though not
a lot, it irritates me that | am REQUIRED to pay for insurance that |

have never used in 4 years. And on top of that looked at all the

plans offered in South Carolina in the book —to find that IF you live

in Charleston, Greenville or Beaufort—there are plans with zero

$....but Horry County is considered 'high risk' among insurance
companies (exact words from SS representative)

Wow.. so unfair--not only is Horry County residents charged 'high
risk’ on home owners insurance (which is at least understandable—we
are at the ocean) but now 'high risk' for medicare drug coverage...

Please give me your thoughts. Thanks!

Patty Blum
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m Ca;dma Of Anthony E. Keck, Director
) ealth & HU man Semces Nikki R. Haley, Governor

October 25, 2012

Ms. Patty Blum
734 Smith Boulevard
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 29588

Dear Ms. Blum:

Representative Clemmons forwarded your correspondence to us here at the
South Carolina Department of Health and Human Services (SCDHHS). Our
agency oversees the South Carolina Medicaid Program. The issues stated in
your email are all Medicare issues and are controlled by the federal government
and not the State of South Carolina.

Medicare’s Open Enrollment period is October 15, 2012 through December 7,
2012. All individuals with Medicare can change their Medicare health plan and
prescription drug coverage for 2013. You can call 1-800-MEDICARE or visit

www,medicare.gov for plan information.

| am sorry that the solution to your concems is not within the scope of SCDHHS.

Sir_lcerely,

Melanie “Bz” Giese, RN
Deputy Director

MG/m

Office of Medical Services
P.0. Box 8206 » Columbia, South Carolina 29202-8206
(803) 898-0178 « Fax (203) 255-8235



(M Caorm d. = Al}thgny E. Keck, Director
) ealth & Human Semces Nikki R. Haley, Governor

October 25, 2012

The Honorable Alan D. Clemmons

South Carolina House of Representatives — District No. 107
1800-A North Oak Street

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 29577

Dear Representative Clemmons:

Thank you for your letter regarding your constituent, Ms. Patty Blum, and her request for
an explanation of the variable cost of Medicare Part D plans for Horry County residents
as well as the requirement that she participate in a Medicare Part D plan. These are all
Medicare issues and are subject to federal requirements.

Medicare's Open Enrollment period is October 15, 2012 through December 7, 2012. All
individuals with Medicare can change their Medicare health plan and prescription drug
coverage for 2013. Medicare members can call 1-800-MEDICARE or visit
www.medicare.gov for plan information. In this way, Ms. Blum can have her concerns
addressed and change her health plan and prescription drug coverage for 2013 during
the open enrollment period if she would like.

| appreciate your concern for this constituent, and trust you will find this information
helpful. Thank you for your continued support of our Medicaid program and the citizens

we serve.
Sincerely,
Anthony E. Keck
Director
AEK/gwm

Office of the Director
P. O. Box 8206 Columbia South Carolina 29202-8206
(803) 898-2580 Fax (B03) 255-8235



