
Coastalcities risingup
against Atlanticdrilling
BY SEANCOCKERHAM
scockerham@mcclatchydc.com
WASHINGTON

As the Obamaadminis­
tration prepares toopen the
Atlantic Ocean tooil andgas
drilling for the firsttimein
decades,the coast is inrebel­
lion.
Morethan70 cities and

countiesinthe Carolinas,
GeorgiaandFlorida have
passedresolutions opposing
oilexploration or drilling off

their coasts,pushing thepres­
ident toreverse courseand
keepdrilling rigs fromthe
Eastern seaboard. InSouth
Carolina at least 20coastal
city governments havevoiced
opposition.
The latestprotest against

Obama's plancame fromthe
seaside town of Swansboro,
N.C., whichpassed aresolu­

tion earlier this weekagainst
offshore drilling.
"The risks arevery real,"

said FrankTursi, newly elect­
ed tothe town'sboard of
commissioners.
Obama's January an­

nouncement that heis pro­
posing adrilling lease salein
the Atlantichas igniteda
furiousdebate over energy,

jobsand theenvironment,
with governors ofEast Coast
stateseager for development
but manycoastal towns terri­
fied ofthe potentialimpact on
tourismand fishing.
Drilling opponents along

the Atlanticcoast feelem­
boldened byObama's deci­
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sionlast month tocancel
drilling lease salesfar to
the northinthe Arctic
Ocean. They see apoten­
tial openingas thepresi­
dent becomesmore as­
sertiveonenvironmental
issues as heprepares to
leaveoffice after next
year'selections.
"For thelife ofme I just

can'tunderstand whythis
is even anissue. Tourism
generates somuch money
tothe state, it'sbasically
the lifeblood ofeastern
NorthCarolina," said
Matt Price, areal estate
developer inNorthCar­
olina's Outer Banks. "I
doubt peoplewant to
come toaplace whereoil
washed uponthe beaches
or there'sdead sealife
fromseismic testing."
Coastaldrilling oppo­

nents are fightingan
uphillbattle, though–
against theirown gover­
nors andsenators who
enthusiastically support
offshore drilling and
would objectifObama

abandoned the plan.
Obamahas opened a

huge swath ofthe Atlan­
tic, fromDelaware to
central Florida, for seis­
mic explorationfor oil
andnatural gas. Those
tests, inwhich seismic
cannons repeatedly blast
as loudas ahowitzer
under the sea, couldget
started as soonas the
spring once federal per­
mits areissued.
It's notclear howmuch

oil andgas existsoff the
Eastern seaboard andthe
testsare meant tochange
that. The seismic cannons
will blastcompressed air
underwater, sending
sound waves tothebot­
tom ofthe ocean that
produce echoes tobeused
byindustry tomap oiland
gas deposits.
Oilcompanies will use

the datatodecide wheth­
er tobid onAtlanticdrill­
ingleases. The president
proposes a 2021 drilling
leasesale offthe coasts of
NorthCarolina, South

Carolina, Virginia and
Georgia, areaslong closed
tofossil fuel development.
Governorsof allthose
statessupport the drilling.
All majorcoastal cities

inNorthCarolina, South
Carolina andGeorgiaare
against thedrilling plan,
though–with resolutions
of opposition fromMyrtle
Beach,Charleston and
Hilton HeadIsland, Wil­
mington,N.C., andSa­
vannah, Ga.,alongwith
dozens of smallertowns.
Similarresolutions have
been passedbycities in
Florida, Virginia, New
Jersey, Maryland and
Delaware.
"Every coastalmunici­

palityin SouthCarolinais
nowon board (withthe
opposition)," Beaufort
MayorBilly Keyserling
said at arecent round­
table inWashingtonput
onby theenvironmental
group Oceana.
Keyserling said the

United Statesalready has
aglut ofcheap oilfrom

the frackingboom and
"wedon't needtotake
these kindsof risks."
Republican U.S.Reps.

Mark Sanford andTom
Rice ofSouth Carolina
also areopposing Atlantic
offshore drilling,as is
Rep. JamesClyburn, D­
S.C.
All four U.S. senators

fromNorth Carolinaand
SouthCarolina support
drilling, though,as does
SouthCarolina Repub­
lican Gov. NikkiHaley.
"Governor Haley be­

lieves offshoreexplora­
tion shouldbedone ina
way that protects, and
never compromises, our
environment, ourports
andtourism industry,"
said Haley spokeswoman
Chaney Adams. "But as
shehas workedwith
members ofthe congres­
sionaldelegation andthe
General Assemblyonthis
criticaleconomic devel­
opment issue,she's also
been clear:Exploring
offshore forenergy is
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criticaltoour futurebe­
causeitmeans jobs, ener­
gy independence from
other countries andsecu­
rityfor ourstate."
Noteveryone alongthe

Carolina coastis opposed
todrilling. Carteret Coun­
ty, N.C.,which liesbe­
tweenWilmington and
the Outer Banks,bucked
the anti­drillingtide this
month with aresolution in

support ofN.C. Gov. Pat
McCrory's pushfor oil
andgas exploration off
the state's coast.
Swansboro, N.C.,com­

missioner Jim Allenalso
supports offshoredrilling,
althoughhis fellowtown
commissioners outvoted
him 3 to1onthe issue.
"Ithink ifwe've gotgas

or oil outthere thenI
don't seeanything wrong

with us drilling for it,"
Allensaid."I am allfor
doing anything tocreate
jobs."
Allenlost hisre­election

racethis month. So did
DeanLambeth, mayorof
Kure Beach,N.C., who
drewhundreds ofpro­
testors when hesupported
oil andgas exploration
last year.
Swearingen said the

anti­drilling resolutions
provethat coastal opposi­
tion isstrong and nowitis
amatter of convincing
others. the restof North
Carolina.
"We needtoget the

wordout tothe Piedmont
andthe mountains,"she
said.

Staff writer Sammy
Fretwell contributed.
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SC Amazon shoppers
will soon pay sales tax
By SEANNA ADCOX
The Associated Press
COLUMBIA ­ A sales­

tax break the Legislature
gave Amazon in 2011 expires
Jan. 1, making South Caro­
lina the last state to collect
among those where officials
cut similar deals with the on­
line retail giant.
Taxing Amazon's in­state

sales could add tens of mil­
lions of dollars to South Car­
olina's coffers in 2016, said
Max Behlke, the National
Conference of State Legisla­
tures' manager of state and
federal relations.
State Revenue Director

Rick Reames declined to
give estimates beyond say­
ing, "We expect a significant
increase in sales tax rev­
enues."
For years, the Seattle­based

company fought collecting
sales taxes from its custom­
ers. The U.S. Supreme Court
has twice ruled ­ in 1967
and 1992 ­ that a state can't
require a company to collect
and remit the tax unless it

has a "physical presence" in
the state.
As Amazon expanded,

rather than collect taxes in
states that tried to force it,
the company severed ties
with affiliates and scrapped
plans for distribution centers.
South Carolina was among
10 states that gave Amazon
a temporary tax reprieve in
exchange for jobs and invest­
ment, Behlke said.
In all, South Carolina

loses out on an estimated
$254 million in taxes from
out­of­state sales ­ mostly
online but also through cata­
logues and phone purchases,
according to a 2014 report by
the National Conference of
State Legislatures.
Behlke cautioned the num­

ber's not precise.
"No one knows the full

amount states are losing," he
said.
But on New Year's Day,

South Carolina joins 26 states
where Amazon, the heavy­

weight of online retailing,
collects the tax, according to
the company's website. Five
states don't have sales taxes.
Spokespeople for Ama­

zon did not return multiple
phone and email messages.
South Carolina gave Ama­

zon a 4 ½­year exemption
from collecting sales taxes
from its residents in ex­
change for creating at least
2,000 full­time jobs with
health benefits and investing
$125 million by Dec. 31, 2013.
But the deal that brought a
distribution center to Lex­
ington County ­ and later, a
second center in Spartanburg
­ almost didn't happen.
The law passed in June

2011 without the signature
of Gov. Nikki Haley, whose
vocal opposition nearly sank
one of her predecessor's last
big economic deals. Gov.
Mark Sanford's administra­
tion advocated extending to
Amazon the five­year sales
tax collection exemption

that QVC received in 2006
to come to Florence.
But as details on the ex­

emption emerged, opposi­
tion mounted. Haley left the
decision to legislators while
opposing it at meetings
across the state, calling it bad
policy that gives Amazon an
unfair price advantage over
retailers that must collect the
tax.
Opponents included tea

party activists, the state's
small business chamber, and
national retail chains that
backed an anti­Amazon ad­
vertising campaign.
Amid the opposition, the

House rejected the initial
deal ­ which promised
1,249 jobs and a $90 million
investment. Amazon then
announced it was abandon­
ing its plans. Local legisla­
tors and elected officials
launched their own public­
relations campaign and Am­
azon upped its offer, leading
to approval of the enhanced
package.
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File • The Associated Press
A forklift operator moves a pallet of goods Feb. 13 at an Amazon.com fulfillment
center in DuPont, Wash.
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Rising up
against
offshore
drilling
70 cities and countries pass
resolutions opposing oil
exploration off the Atlantic
coast.
By SEAN COCKERHAM
McClatchy Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON ­ As the

Obama administration prepares
to open the Atlantic Ocean to oil
and gas drilling for the first time in
decades, the coast is in rebellion.
More than 70 cities and counties

in the Carolinas, Georgia and Flor­
ida have passed resolutions oppos­
ing oil exploration or drilling off
their coasts, pushing the president
to reverse course and keep drilling
rigs from the Eastern seaboard.
The latest protest against

Obama's plan came from the sea­
side town of Swansboro, N.C.,
which passed a resolution Tuesday

night against offshore drilling.
"The risks are very real," said

Frank Tursi, newly elected to the
town's board of commissioners.
Obama's January announcement

that he is proposing a drilling lease
sale in the Atlantic has ignited a fu­
rious debate over energy, jobs and
the environment, with governors
of East Coast states eager for de­
velopment but many coastal towns
terrified of the potential impact on
tourism and fishing.
Drilling opponents along the

Atlantic coast feel emboldened

by Obama's decision last month
to cancel drilling lease sales far
to the north in the Arctic Ocean.
They see a potential opening as
the president becomes more asser­
tive on environmental issues as he
prepares to leave office after next
year's elections.
"For the life of me I just can't un­

derstand why this is even an issue.
Tourism generates so much money
to the state, it's basically the life­
blood of eastern North Carolina,"
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DRILLING
Continued from 1A

said Matt Price, a real estate
developer in North Carolina's
Outer Banks. "I doubt people
want to come to a place where
oil washed up on the beaches
or there's dead sea life from
seismic testing."
Coastal drilling opponents

are fighting an uphill battle,
though ­ against their own
governors and senators who
enthusiastically support off­
shore drilling and would raise

hell if Obama abandoned the
plan. North Carolina Repub­
lican Gov. Pat McCrory is
pressing for the state to get
a share of the federal money
from offshore energy pro­
duction, telling Congress this
year that there is "widespread
support" in North Carolina
for offshore drilling.
"Governor McCrory contin­

ues to support a multi­faceted
energy strategy that will create
jobs and help with our coun­

try's energy independence,"
McCrory spokesman Graham
Wilson said this week. "The
governor's first goal is to find
out what resources are avail­
able in a safe, environmentally
responsible way."
Obama has opened a huge

swath of the Atlantic, from
Delaware to central Florida,
for seismic exploration for oil
and natural gas. Those tests, in
which seismic cannons repeat­
edly blast as loud as a howitzer

under the sea, could get start­
ed as soon as the spring once
federal permits are issued.
It's not clear how much oil

and gas exists off the Eastern
seaboard and the tests are
meant to change that. The seis­
mic cannons will blast com­
pressed air underwater, sending
sound waves to the bottom of
the ocean that produce echoes
to be used by industry to map
oil and gas deposits.
Oil companies will use the

data to decide whether to bid
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on Atlantic drilling leases.
The president proposes a
2021 drilling lease sale off
the coasts of North Carolina,
South Carolina, Virginia and
Georgia, areas long closed
to fossil fuel development.
Governors of all those states
support the drilling.
All major coastal cities in

North Carolina, South Caro­
lina and Georgia are against
the drilling plan, though
­ with resolutions of op­
position from Wilmington,
N.C., Myrtle Beach, Charles­
ton, Hilton Head Island, and

Savannah, along with doz­
ens of smaller towns. Similar
resolutions have been passed
by cities in Florida, Virginia,
New Jersey, Maryland and
Delaware.
"Every coastal munici­

pality in South Carolina is
now on board (with the op­
position)," Billy Keyserling,
mayor of Beaufort, said at a
recent roundtable in Wash­
ington put on by the environ­
mental group Oceana.
Keyserling said the United

States already has a glut of

cheap oil from the fracking
boom and "we don't need to
take these kinds of risks."
U.S. Reps. Mark Sanford

and Tom Rice, Republicans
who represent the South Car­
olina coast, are also opposing
Atlantic offshore drilling, as
is Rep. Jim Clyburn, D­S.C.
All four U.S. senators from
North and South Carolina
support drilling, though, as
does South Carolina Repub­
lican Gov. Nikki Haley.
"Gov. Haley believes off­

shore exploration should be

done in a way that protects,
and never compromises, our
environment, our ports and
tourism industry," said Haley
spokeswoman Chaney Ad­
ams. "But as she has worked
with members of the con­
gressional delegation and
the General Assembly on this
critical economic develop­
ment issue, she's also been
clear: Exploring offshore for
energy is critical to our fu­
ture because it means jobs,
energy independence from
other countries and security
for our state."
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Coastalcities risingup
against Atlantic offshore
drilling plans
Obamaproposestoopenthe
AtlanticOceantooil andgas
drilling
....................................................................

Coastaltownsandcities along
the easternseaboard are

fighting the plan
....................................................................

Thegovernorsof South
Carolina, North Carolina,
GeorgiaandVirginiasupport
drilling

BY SEAN COCKERHAM
scockerham@mcclatchydc.com
WASHINGTON
AstheObamaadministration

preparestoopentheAtlantic
Oceantooilandgasdrillingfor
thefirsttimeindecades,the
coastisinrebellion.
Morethan70citiesandcoun­

tiesintheCarolinas,Georgia
andFloridahavepassedresolu­
tionsopposingoilexplorationor
drillingofftheircoasts,pushing

thepresidenttoreversecourse
andkeepdrillingrigsfromthe
Easternseaboard.
Thelatestprotestagainst

Obama'splancamefromthe
seasidetownofSwansboro,
N.C.,whichpassedaresolution
Tuesdaynightagainstoffshore
drilling.
"Therisksareveryreal,"said

FrankTursi,newlyelectedtothe

town'sboardofcommissioners.
Obama'sJanuary

announcementthatheispropos­
ingadrillingleasesaleinthe
Atlantichasignitedafurious
debateoverenergy,jobsandthe
environment,withgovernorsof
EastCoaststateseagerforde­
velopmentbutmanycoastal
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townsterrifiedofthepoten­
tialimpactontourismand
fishing.
Drillingopponentsalong

theAtlanticcoastfeelem­
boldenedbyObama's
decisionlastmonthtocan­
celdrillingleasesalesfarto
thenorthintheArctic
Ocean.Theyseeapotential
openingasthepresident
becomesmoreassertiveon
environmentalissuesashe
preparestoleaveofficeafter
nextyear'selections.
"ForthelifeofmeIjust

can'tunderstandwhythisis
evenanissue.Tourismgen­
eratessomuchmoneytothe
state,it'sbasicallytheli­
febloodofeasternNorth
Carolina,"saidMattPrice,a
realestatedeveloperin
NorthCarolina'sOuter
Banks."Idoubtpeoplewant
tocometoaplacewhereoil
washeduponthebeachesor
there'sdeadsealifefrom

seismictesting."
Coastaldrillingopponents

arefightinganuphillbattle,
though–againsttheirown
governorsandsenatorswho
enthusiasticallysupport
offshoredrillingandwould
raisehellifObamaaban­
donedtheplan.NorthCar­
olinaRepublicanGov.Pat
McCroryispressingforthe
statetogetashareofthe
federalmoneyfromoffshore
energyproduction,telling
Congressthisyearthatthere
is"widespreadsupport"in
NorthCarolinaforoffshore
drilling.
"GovernorMcCrorycon­

tinuestosupportamulti­
facetedenergystrategythat
willcreatejobsandhelp
withourcountry'senergy
independence,"McCrory
spokesmanGrahamWilson
saidthisweek."Thegover­
nor'sfirstgoalistofindout
whatresourcesareavailable

inasafe,environmentally
responsibleway."
Obamahasopenedahuge

swathoftheAtlantic,from
DelawaretocentralFlorida,
forseismicexplorationfor
oilandnaturalgas.Those
tests,inwhichseismiccan­
nonsrepeatedlyblastas
loudasahowitzerunderthe
sea,couldgetstartedas
soonasthespringonce
federalpermitsareissued.
It'snotclearhowmuchoil

andgasexistsofftheEast­
ernseaboardandthetests
aremeanttochangethat.
Theseismiccannonswill
blastcompressedairunder­
water,sendingsoundwaves
tothebottomoftheocean
thatproduceechoestobe
usedbyindustrytomapoil
andgasdeposits.
Oilcompanieswillusethe

datatodecidewhetherto
bidonAtlanticdrillingleas­

es.Thepresidentproposesa
2021drillingleasesaleoff
thecoastsofNorthCar­
olina,SouthCarolina,Vir­
giniaandGeorgia,areas
longclosedtofossilfuel
development.Governorsof
allthosestatessupportthe
drilling.
Allmajorcoastalcitiesin

NorthCarolina,SouthCar­
olinaandGeorgiaare
againstthedrillingplan,
though–withresolutionsof
oppositionfromWilming­
ton,N.C.,MyrtleBeach,
S.C.,Charleston,S.C.,Hil­
tonHeadIsland,S.C.and
Savannah,Georgia,along
withdozensofsmaller
towns.Similarresolutions
havebeenpassedbycitiesin
Florida,Virginia,NewJer­
sey,MarylandandDela­
ware.
"Everycoastalmunicipal­

ityinSouthCarolinaisnow
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onboard(withtheopposi­
tion),"BillyKeyserling,
mayorofBeaufort,S.C.,said
atarecentroundtablein
Washingtonputonbythe
environmentalgroup
Oceana.
KeyserlingsaidtheUnited

Statesisalreadyhasaglut
ofcheapoilfromthefrack­
ingboomand"wedon't
needtotakethesekindsof
risks."
U.S.Reps.MarkSanford

andTomRice,Republicans
whorepresenttheSouth
Carolinacoast,arealso
opposingAtlanticoffshore
drilling,asisRep.JimCly­
burn,D­S.C.AllfourU.S.
senatorsfromNorthand
SouthCarolinasupport
drilling,though,asdoes
SouthCarolinaRepublican
Gov.NikkiHaley.
"GovernorHaleybelieves

offshoreexplorationshould
bedoneinawaythatpro­

tects,andnevercompromis­
es,ourenvironment,our
portsandtourismindustry,"
saidHaleyspokeswoman
ChaneyAdams."Butasshe
hasworkedwithmembers
ofthecongressionaldele­
gationandtheGeneralAs­
semblyonthiscriticaleco­
nomicdevelopmentissue,
she'salsobeenclear:Ex­
ploringoffshoreforenergy
iscriticaltoourfuturebe­
causeitmeansjobs,energy
independencefromother
countriesandsecurityfor
ourstate."
Noteveryonealongthe

Carolinacoastisopposedto
drilling.CarteretCounty,
NorthCarolina,whichlies
betweenWilmingtonand
theOuterBanks,buckedthe
anti­drillingtidethismonth
witharesolutioninsupport
ofMcCrory'spushforoil
andgasexplorationoffthe
state'scoast.

Swansboro,N.C.,commis­
sionerJimAllenalsosup­
portsoffshoredrilling,al­
thoughhisfellowtowncom­
missionersoutvotedhim3
to1ontheissue.
"Ithinkifwe'vegotgasor

oilouttherethenIdon'tsee
anythingwrongwithus
drillingforit,"Allensaidin
aninterview."Iamallfor
doinganythingtocreate
jobs."

Allenlosthisre­election
racethismonth.Sodid
DeanLambeth,mayorof
KureBeach,N.C.,whodrew
hundredsofprotestorswhen
hesupportedoilandgas
explorationlastyear.
"Alotofmycampaign

wasbasedonopposingseis­
mictestingandoffshore
oil,"saidEmilieSwear­
ingen,whodefeatedLam­
bethinthemayor'srace.
"Wehavedozensanddoz­
ensanddozensof'donot

drill'signsalloverour
town."
Swearingensaidtheanti­

drillingresolutionsprove
thatcoastaloppositionis
strongandnowitisamatter
ofconvincingtherestof
NorthCarolina.
"Weneedtogettheword

outtothePiedmontandthe
mountains,"shesaid.

''WEHAVEDOZENS
ANDDOZENSAND
DOZENSOF'DO
NOTDRILL'SIGNS
ALLOVEROUR
TOWN.
EmilieSwearingen,
incoming mayorof Kure
Beach, N.C.

AP/Seattle Post­Intelligencer

An oildrilling rigarrivesaboardatransport ship atsunrise.
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Rtt ng up
against
nffchnro

filling
70 cities and countries pass
resolutions opposing oil
exploration off the Atlantic
coast.

By SEAN COCKERHAM
McClatchy Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — As the

Obama administration prepares
to open the Atlantic Ocean to oil
and gas drilling for the first time in
decades, the coast is in rebellion.
More than 70 cities and counties

in the Carolinas, Georgia and Flor­
ida have passed resolutions oppos­
ing oil exploration or drilling off
their coasts, pushing the president
to reverse course and keep drilling
rigs from the Eastern seaboard.
The latest protest against

Obama's plan came from the sea­
side town of Swansboro, N.C.,
which passed a resolution Tuesday

night against offshore drilling.
"The risks are very real," said

Frank Tursi, newly elected to the
town's board of commissioners.

Obama's January announcement
that he is proposing a drilling lease
sale in the Atlantic has ignited a fu­
rious debate over energy, jobs and
the environment, with governors
of East Coast states eager for de­
velopment but many coastal towns
terrified of the potential impact on
tourism and fishing.
Drilling opponents along the

Atlantic coast feel emboldened

by Obama's decision last month
to cancel drilling lease sales far
to the north in the Arctic Ocean.
They see a potential opening as
the president becomes more asser­
tive on environmental issues as he

prepares to leave office after next
year's elections.
"For the life of me I just can't un­

derstand why this is even an issue.
Tourism generates so much money
to the state, it's basically the life­
blood of eastern North Carolina,"

Please see DRILLING on 8A

DRILLING
Continued from 1A

said Matt Price, a real estate
developer in North Carolina's
Outer Banks. "I doubt people
want to come to a place where
oil washed up on the beaches
or there's dead sea life from
seismic testing."
Coastal drilling opponents

are fighting an uphill battle,
though ­ against their own
governors and senators who
enthusiastically support off­
shore drilling and would raise

hell if Obama abandoned the
plan. North Carolina Repub­
lican Gov. Pat McCrory is
pressing for the state to get
a share of the federal money
from offshore energy pro­
duction, telling Congress this
year that there is "widespread
support" in North Carolina
for offshore drilling.
"Governor McCrory contin­

ues to support a multi­faceted
energy strategy that will create
jobs and help with our coun­

try's energy independence,"
McCrory spokesman Graham
Wilson said this week. "The
governor's first goal is to find
out what resources are avail­
able in a safe, environmentally
responsible way."
Obama has opened a huge

swath of the Atlantic, from
Delaware to central Florida,
for seismic exploration for oil
and natural gas. Those tests, in
which seismic cannons repeat­
edly blast as loud as a howitzer

under the sea, could get start­
ed as soon as the spring once
federal permits are issued.
It's not clear how much oil

and gas exists off the Eastern
seaboard and the tests are
meant to change that. The seis­
mic cannons will blast com­
pressed air underwater, sending
sound waves to the bottom of
the ocean that produce echoes
to be used by industry to map
oil and gas deposits.
Oil companies will use the

data to decide whether to bid
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on Atlantic drilling leases.
The president proposes a
2021 drilling lease sale off
the coasts of North Carolina,
South Carolina, Virginia and
Georgia, areas long closed
to fossil fuel development.
Governors of all those states
support the drilling.
All major coastal cities in

North Carolina, South Caro­
lina and Georgia are against
the drilling plan, though
­ with resolutions of op­
position from Wilmington,
N.C., Myrtle Beach, Charles­
ton, Hilton Head Island, and

Savannah, along with doz­
ens of smaller towns. Similar
resolutions have been passed
by cities in Florida, Virginia,
New Jersey, Maryland and
Delaware.
"Every coastal munici­

pality in South Carolina is
now on board (with the op­
position)," Billy Keyserling,
mayor of Beaufort, said at a
recent roundtable in Wash­
ington put on by the environ­
mental group Oceana.
Keyserling said the United

States already has a glut of

cheap oil from the fracking
boom and "we don't need to
take these kinds of risks."
U.S. Reps. Mark Sanford

and Tom Rice, Republicans
who represent the South Car­
olina coast, are also opposing
Atlantic offshore drilling, as
is Rep. Jim Clyburn, D­S.C.
All four U.S. senators from
North and South Carolina
support drilling, though, as
does South Carolina Repub­
lican Gov. Nikki Haley.
"Gov. Haley believes off­

shore exploration should be

done in a way that protects,
and never compromises, our
environment, our ports and
tourism industry," said Haley
spokeswoman Chaney Ad­
ams. "But as she has worked
with members of the con­
gressional delegation and
the General Assembly on this
critical economic develop­
ment issue, she's also been
clear: Exploring offshore for
energy is critical to our fu­
ture because it means jobs,
energy independence from
other countries and security
for our state."
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? REFUGEES

County
unlikely
to tackle
Syrian
issue
By COLIN RIDDLE
criddle@indexjournal.com
As a growing number of

state and local governments
are voting to keep Syr­
ian refugees from moving to
their communities, Green­
wood County seems unlike­
ly to tackle the issue.
Greenwood County

Councilman Robbie Tem­
pleton thinks a resolution,
which is largely ceremo­
nial and likely has no legal
impact, is
unneces­
sary.
"At this
point,
there is
no reason
for us to
take any
action,"
Temple­
ton said. "It would be more
of a way to let our legisla­
tors know, but I think they
already know."

Templeton mentioned the
issue to Council during its
last meeting as something to
keep an eye on. Other coun­
ties, including Greenville
and Spartanburg, passed
resolutions barring Syrian
refugees.
"I had some folks in the

community in my district
share concerns," Templeton
said. "At that time, I wanted
to get it on Council's radar
as a possible course of action
since other county councils
are doing it."
Templeton said the state

legislature is likely to take up
the issue for the whole state.
Prefiled legislation for the
legislative session, beginning
in January, is due Wednes­
day and Dec. 9 for the state
Senate and Thursday and
Dec. 10 for the state House
of Representatives.
Templeton said while

he appreciates the nation's
diversity, he thinks the

country needs to be cau­
tious.
"Our country has always

been a melting pot for all
who are welcome. We have
always opened up our coun­
try to people to improve
their quality of life and safe­
ty," Templeton said. "How­
ever, I do think things have
changed over history, and
we now have some very real
threats as it relates to certain
groups."
He said the government

needs to focus on properly
vetting refugees to eliminate
any risk.
"We still need to be a

safe haven for people, but
the time we find ourselves
in, we need to be cautious,"
Templeton said.
South Carolina currently

has two organizations
World Relief and Lutheran
Immigration and Refugee

See REFUGEES, page 4A

SC0148 Index­Journal
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 11/30/2015

County unlikely to tackle Syrian issue
By COLIN RIDDLE criddle@indexjournal.com
49.75 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Greenwood, SC    Circulation: 16494

Page: 1

61021-11-30_1001.pdf

County: Greenwood



REFUGEES
Continued from 1A

ROBBIE
TEMPLETON

Services approved to reset­
tle refugees from the federal
government, which have not
placed any refugees from the
war­stricken Syria, according
to reports.
The issue of whether the

United States should take in
Syrian refugees was raised
after the Paris attacks earlier
this month as the Islamic State
was implicated in the attacks
and the terror group has a sig­
nificant presence in the Mid­
dle Eastern country, which
borders Israel, Iraq, Turkey,
Jordan, Lebanon and the Med­
iterranean.
Republicans in Congress

have since been vocal of their
opposition and recently passed
a bill toughening vetting pro­
cedures and pausing the reset­
tlement of Syrian and Iraqi
refugees until better vetting
policies and procedures can
be implemented. The Islam­
ic State also has a significant
presence in Iraq.
Barack Obama vowed to

veto the bill, which was co­
sponsored by Rep. Jeff Dun­
can, R­Ware Shoals, and con­

tinues to call for support in
bringing 10,000 Syrian refu­
gees to the U.S. in 2016.
Templeton said he has lost

faith in the administration
and is not sure changes can be
made until a new president is
in office.
"Until we can truly vet these

individuals, it's something
we have to take seriously,"
Templeton said. "Times have
changed. We need to make
sure we properly vet, and we
need to be extremely care­
ful about who we let into the
country."
Gov. Nikki Haley, along

with more than two dozen
other governors, sent Secre­
tary of State John Kerry a letter
requesting the denial of Syrian
refugees.
While many legislators from

the Lakelands voiced sup­
port for barring refugees from
coming to South Carolina, the
issue still might be up to the
federal level.
A letter from Office of Ref­

ugee Resettlement Director
Robert Carey to state resettle­

ment officials contends states
have no authority to deny ref­
ugees based on race, religion,
nationality or political opin­
ion, citing the Refugee Act of
1980.
Carey also highlighted in

the letter all refugees are sub­
ject to the highest level of
security checks of any category
of traveler to the U.S., calling
the screening and vetting pro­
cess multi­layered and inten­
sive, involving multiple law
enforcement, national secu­
rity and intelligence agencies
across the federal government.
Duncan previously said

one of the biggest holes in the
government's vetting of Syrian
refugees is the lack of docu­
mentation and information of
refugees from their own coun­
try, which has been mired by
civil war for four years.
The conflict has produced

close to 4.3 million refugees
as of Nov. 17, according to the
United Nations High Com­
missioner for Refugees. Most
have settled in countries bor­
dering Syria, with Turkey tak­
ing in nearly half of the refu­
gees.
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Flood update: Roads reparied,
mosquitoes starting to die
Associated Press
COLUMBIA ­ The

Thanksgiving weekend marks
eight weeks since historic
rainfall flooded parts of South
Carolina.
Many things are returning

to normal after up to 2 feet of
rain fell in areas from Colum­
bia to the coast from Oct. 2
to 5. Nearly 90 percent of the
roads closed at the height
of the storm are back open.
Debris cleanup is ending.
Lawmakers have started hear­
ings to figure out how to pay
for repairs.
But many questions remain.

An official damage estimate
has not been released, and until
that figure is known, Gov. Nikki
Haley and many state lawmak­
ers say it will be impossible to
commit to an exact plan on
how to pay for the flood. The
deadline to apply for federal
assistance is Dec. 4.
Here is a look at how things

are progressing since the flood:

Mosquitoes
The swarms of mosqui­

toes pestering people in South
Carolina have finally met their
match ­ the cold weather.
The recent cold snap has

killed off or forced into hiber­
nation most of the mosquitoes
who thrived in the pools of
standing water, said Frank Car­

son, mosquito control manager
for Charleston County.
Carson warned that if the

weather turns back warm for
a stretch before the next hard
freeze, some of the bloodsuck­
ers could return. The cold
weather also prevents spraying,
which can only be done with
the temperature is above 50
degrees.
"You need some consistent­

ly freezing temperatures over
time. They can be in so many
places. You could have them
in the larval stage in stand­
ing water and they still could
survive and hatch off if it gets
warmer," Carson said.
The boom in mosquitoes

because of the flooding was
unprecedented. Charles­
ton County typically gets 120
complaints about mosquitoes
in October. This year, workers
were called 840 times, Carson
said.
Carson's crews in an aver­

age October spray about
2,000 acres for mosquito lar­
vae. This October, workers
sprayed 78,000 acres.

Roads
Repairs to South Carolina

roads are ahead of schedule.
In mid­October, the state

Department of Transportation

hoped to have just 86 high­
ways and bridges still closed on
Thanksgiving. Instead, there
are just 69 closures ­ 44 roads
and 25 bridges. The DOT said
it can't do anything with 26 of
those roads because they run
over dams where the owners
haven't decided what to do with
the damaged structures.
DOT Secretary Christy Hall

said she is proud of her crews,
who have put in long hours
over the past eight weeks.
"The SCDOT team has

shown their dedication and
commitment to the people of
SC through their hard work
and perseverance," Hall said in
an email.
Hall said last month she

hoped to have a final esti­
mate for how much damage
to roads will cost. But she said
this week that figure still isn't

finalized.

Agriculture
The weather was cruel in so

many ways to South Carolina
farmers this year.
A dry summer wiped out

part of the corn crop. Then,
just a few weeks before har­
vest, floods destroyed pea­
nuts, cotton and other fall
crops. The state Agriculture
Department estimates direct

losses to farmers at more than
$375 million.
The governor asked the U.S.

Department of Agriculture
this week to get crop insur­
ance payments to farmers
faster.
The flooding may have

long­term effects as well. The
water could have shifted soil
and made fields unstable for
heavy equipment. Perennial
tree crops like peaches could
be struggling with weeks of
fully saturated soils making
it hard to get nutrients and
breeding mold.

Rainfall records
The rains in the state didn't

end with the floods. There
have been several other heavy
rain events this fall, although
none has reached the magni­
tude of the massive floods.
This will be the wettest Sep­

tember through November in
both Columbia and Charles­
ton. Columbia has seen more
than 26 inches of rain during
meteorological fall, which
is three times the normal
amount. Charleston has had
almost 30 inches of rain dur­
ing the same period, which is
more than 250 percent of nor­
mal rainfall, according to the
Southeast Regional Climate
Center.
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49TH ANNUAL GOVERNOR'S
CAROLIGHTING
Gov.NikkiHaley and thefirst fam­

ilykick off the holiday seasonwith
liveperformances and thelighting of
thestate Christmastree. The event is
opentothe public.
Festivities,6p.m. Monday, Nov. 30
onthe north steps ofthe S.C.State
House. Program, 7p.m.
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Haleyasks
tospeed up
crop loss
payments
The Associated Press
COLUMBIA

South CarolinaGov. Nikki
Haley wants theU.S. De­
partment of Agriculture to
speed upcrop insurance
payments tofarmerswho
lost their harvests because
of last month'shistoric
flooding.
Haley asked Secretary

Thomas Vilsack inaletter
Monday to activateemer­
gency loss adjustment pro­
cedures, notingthe Oct.2­5
storm that dumped 2feet of
rain onsomeareas ofthe
state meredays or weeks
before expectedcrop har­
vests.
"The process tofileand

receive paymentfor claims
is slow andcumbersome,"
Haley wrote. Manyfarmers
"are evenrequired tohar­
vest valueless crops at a
significant expense."
Vilsack previously ap­

proved a disasterdeclara­
tion for the state,giving
farmers accesstoemergen­

cy, low­interestloans.
But farmersaren't in­

terested ingetting deeperin
debt.Many ofthem already
had operatingloans and
now must fixdamaged
equipment, so they have no
cash flow for additionalloan
payments, saidAaron
Wood, an assistant state
agriculture commissioner.
How muchinsurance will

help offset farmers' losses is
not yet known,but pay­
ments aren't expected to
even cover their costs.
The state Department of

Agriculture estimatesdirect
losses to farmersat more
than $375 million. Total
losses to theagriculture
industry will likely top$587
million, Wood said.
"No SouthCarolina farm­

er that entered this fallwith
proper crop insurance anda
viable businessshouldlose
that business solely because
of this flood,"Haley wrote.
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Immigrationpolicies
putusatrisk
The terrible Paris terror

attacks seemtoindicatethe
United Statesis next unless
wereverse our immigration
policies. A goodstart would
benot takingany Syrian
immigrants.
The pro­immigration out­

fits arelobbying public opin­
iontobringinmore im­
migrants.They say that
America wasbuilt onim­
migrants.Thisincludes the
Chamber ofCommerce;
someRepublican elected
officials are leaningtoward
amnesty,along with church
groups likethe Evangelical
ImmigrationTable. Our own
Sen. Lindsay Grahamand
Gov.Nikki Haley weread­
vocatesfor bringing more
Syrianimmigrants toSouth
Carolina.
National securityandlocal

crime needtobeconsidered.
The Sept.11 killers who
crashedthe aircraft intothe
twintowers were partofthe
undocumented alien com­
munity.During my termon
the stateParole Board, I
discoveredthat drug crimes
among immigrants is wide­
spread.
Thenthere is the costto

the taxpayers.Our hospitals,
welfareagencies, lawen­
forcement andpublic schools
are beingoverwhelmed by
undocumented immigrates.
The HeritageFoundation
estimates the long­termcost
of amnesty forillegal im­
migrantsis $6.3trillion.
Weneed toelectapresi­

dent whowill reverse the
disastrousAmerican im­
migration policies.

–Jim Gordon
Chapin
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