
august 19, 1947 
Columbia, oouth  C aro lina

The S ta te  budget Commission met in  the Senate Chamber a t  11:30 O’clock 

A.!Z. on August 19, 1947. A ll members of th e  Commission were p re se n t.

T his m eeting was fo r  tne  purpose o f receiv ing  th e  re p o r t and recommenda­

t io n s  o f a sp e c ia l committee appoin ted  by Governor Thurmond to  in v e s t ig a te  the  

d e s i r a b i l i ty  o f th e  a c q u is it io n  by the S ta te  of S u ll iv a n ’s I s la n d , which, accord­

ing to  in fo rm atio n , was to  be d isposed  o f  by th e  Federal Government.

Mr. L e s te r  L. B ates, Chairman o f th e  sp e c ia l com m ittee, subm itted  th e  

re p o r t and recommended, as th e  unanimous opin ion  of the  com m ittee, th a t  th e  p roperty  

be acq u ired  by th e  S ta te  fo r  such uses as may be determ ined, and d iscu ssed  various 

uses fo r  which i t  appeared to  be f i t t e d .

Senator Edgar A. Brown ra is e d  th e  question  of p r ic e , s ta t in g  th a t ,  while 

a c q u is i t io n  o f th e  p ro p e rty  was undoubtedly d e s ira b le , a p ro h ib it iv e  p r ic e  might 

be asked . This q u e s tio n  was fu r th e r  d iscu ssed  by Mr. k. A. Cooper and s e n a to r  

0 . T. W allace, who s ta te d  t h a t ,  although no p rice  had been f ix e d , i t  was b e liev ed  

th a t  th e re  would be no se rio u s  d i f f i c u l ty  in  th i s  connection .

Mr. C harles H. F lo ry , S ta te  f o r e s t e r ,  ex h ib ited  a map of th i s  p ro p e rty , 

and exp lained  i t s  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  as a park and re c re a tio n  c e n te r .

Governor Thurmond spoke of a m isunderstanding which had e v id en tly  e x is ted  

e a r l i e r  in  n e g o tia tio n s  fo r  th i s  p ro p e rty , because of the f a c t  th a t  th e  S ta te  had 

evidenced no in t e r e s t  when i t  had been suggested  th a t the  p ro p e rty  oe acq u ired  fo r  

use as a ’’t r a in in g  c e n te r  fo r  N ational Guardsmen". I t  was exp la ined  th a t  th e re  was 

no need fo r  such a p ro je c t  fo r  th a t  purpose, but th a t  the a c q u is i t io n  o f the  p roperty  

fo r  o th e r purposes, which had not been o r ig in a l ly  proposed, was a m atte r in  which the 

S ta te  would be very g re a t ly  in te r e s te d .

Governor Thurmond f u r th e r  s ta te d  th a t  he had requested  an opinion of the
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A tto rney  General as to  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f th e  p ro p e rty  re v e r tin g  to  the  S ta te  when i t  

was abandoned by th e  F edera l Government beacuse o f  such a rev e rs io n  c lause c a r r ie d  

in  th e  Act conveying th e  p ro p e rty  to  th e  F ed e ra l Government.

I t  was th e  op in ion  o f th e  A ttorney G eneral th a t  the  p ro p e rty  should re v e rt 

to  th e  S ta te  when abandoned by th e  F edera l Government. G eneral D aniel d iscussed  

t h i s  fe a tu re  of th e  m a tte r  and h is  opin ion  which had been f i l e d  w ith  the Governor

in  th a t  connection .

Governor Thurmond fu r th e r  s ta te d  th a t  he had w ritte n  to  the  P re s id e n t of

th e  U nited S ta te s ,  req u es tin g  th a t  th e  p ro p e rty  be re tu rn ed  to  th e  S ta te  of South 

C aro lina  and had rece iv ed  a re p ly , which, a lthough  not co n c lu s iv e , was fav o rab le .

R ep resen ta tiv es  of th e  War A ssets A d m in is tra tio n , p re sen t a t  the m eeting, 

s ta t e d  th a t the p ro p e rty  had not been tu rned  over to  them fo r  d is p o s i t io n , but 

t h a t ,  when and i f  t h i s  was done, i t  wa3 b e liev ed  th a t  th e  p r io r i ty  of tne S ta te  to  

a cq u ire  i t  would be recongnized , and they  assu red  th e  m eeting of t h e i r  d e s ire  to  

co o p era te  fu l ly  in  handling  th e  m a tte r  in  a s a t i s f a c to r y  manner.

I t  was the  sense o f the  meeting th a t  the  S ta te  budget Commission should 

fo llow  the m atte r c lo se ly  w ith  th e  F edera l Government and do ev ery th ing  p o ss ib le  

tow ards acqu iring  th i s  p ro p e rty  fo r  the S ta te .

The Commission th en  recessed  and met again  in  the Governor’s o f f ic e  a t

3 :00  P.1Z.

S alary  changes were approved fo r  th e  fo llow ing  Departments and I n s t i tu t io n s :

Clemson C ollege -  Changes req u ested  in  l e t t e r s  da ted  August 
14, 15 and August 18th .

S C School fo r  Deaf and Blind -  Requests dated August 2 and 
August 14th.

S ta te  L ib ra ry  Soard -  Request d a ted  August 18th.

S ta te  H osp ita l -  Request dated August 6 th .
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S ta te  P e n ite n tia ry  -  Requests d a ted  august 7 and 11 th .

S ta te  board of H ealth -  Requests d a ted  August 7 , 12th and 
August 13th.

S 0 Tax Commission -  Request dated  August 7 th .

Insurance Department -  Request da ted  august 7 th .

The Commission had before  i t  a request from  the  S ta te  F o re s try  Commission 

fo r  perm ission  to  purchase approxim ately  400 a c re s  o f  land  in  C h e s te r f ie ld  County 

fo r  3550.00. This re q u e s t was denied by th e  Commission in  view of the  f a c t  th a t  i t  

had not been th e  p o licy  o f  th e  S ta te  to  purcliase lan d s  fo r  fo r e s try  and park 

purposes, and, f u r th e r ,  because o f th e  doub tfu l c o n d itio n  o f  th e  o p e ra tin g  budget 

o f  th e  S ta te  F o re s try  Commission.

The Commission considered  a l e t t e r  from Honorable n. L. Gamble, Commissioner 

o f Labor, s ta t in g  th a t h is  a p p ro p ria tio n  fo r  t r a v e l  would ap p a ren tly  be in s u f f ic ie n t  

to  meet the  demands of th e  departm ent fo r  the f i s c a l  year 1947-48. The S e c re ta ry  was 

d ire c te d  to  ad v ise  Lr. Gamble th a t  he would be expected  to  o p era te  w ith in  the  amount 

ap p ro p ria ted  fo r  t r a v e l  and th a t  i f  i t  appeared u n lix e ly  th a t  he would do so , the  

Commission would ex erc ise  th e  powers co n ferred  upon i t  in  S ec tio n  75 of the G eneral 

A ppropriations B i l l  p e rm ittin g  the  Budget Commission to  r e s t r i c t  th e  r a te  o f  ex­

p e n d itu re s .

The Commission had before i t  a l e t t e r  from adm ira l Norman M. Smith req u estin g  

perm ission  to  in c rease  th e  m aintenance fee  fo r  f u l l  time law s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  

and to  use th e  a d d itio n a l revenues therefrom  fo r  p u b lic a tio n  o f  a  Law Review Yearbook. 

The Commission took the p o s i t io n  th a t  i t  had no power to  g ra n t th i s  re q u e s t under the  

term s of S ec tio n  1 of th e  G eneral A ppropriations Act.

The Commission th en  ad journed .
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