
Area S.C. senators optimistic about
newlegislativesession

By The EditorialBoard

Three area statesenators are
optimisticthat 2017could bea
year oflegislativeprogress, with a
positive impactfor HorryCounty
andthe Grand Strand. When the
GeneralAssembly convenes this
month inColumbia,"it willbea
new session, anew year and anew
atmosphere,"Sen.Luke Rankinof
Myrtle Beachtold The SunNews
EditorialBoard. Rankin hasserved
inthe S.C. Senatesince 1993. Greg
Hembree of LittleRiver wasre­
elected inNovembertoasecond
four­year term andStephen L.
GoldfinchJr. waselected a senator
after servinginthe House.
The new atmosphere towhich

Rankinalludes isthe leadershipof
Lt.Gov. Henry McMaster, who
will becomegovernor ifGov. Nikki
Haley is confirmedby theU.S.
Senateas ambassadorto theUnit­
ed Nations. Haley hasbipartisan
support andhernomination by
President­elect Donald Trump is
expected tobeconfirmed. All
three senators expressed optimism
for abetterworking relationship
between the legislative andexec­
utivebranches, Rankinand Gold­

finchbeing more outspokenon
that topic.
"Surely it can'tbeany worse,"

Rankinsays ofHaley's attitude
andapproach. Goldfinch added
that the HorryCounty "delegation
begged Haley tohelp us witha
number ofissues, includingbeach
renourishment,"tono avail.Haley
has"disdain for anything east of
the [Intracoastal]Waterway, in­
cluding beachrenourishment."
McMasterwas the S.C.attorney

generalbefore beingelected lieu­
tenantgovernor with Haley in
2014. He becamean allyof Haley
after running againsther inthe
2010Republican primary. She
wonthe governorship and was
re­elected twoyears ago. While
Haley served inthe House, shehas
had an off­again,on­again, at
times abrasive,approach with
legislative leaders.
As lieutenant governor,McMas­

ter haspresided overthe Senate,
so heunderstands thelegislative
process, includingthegive­and­
take that canmean progress on
suchissues asinfrastructure and

public education,twoof the state's
most pressing problems.Compre­
hensive fundingfor highways and
bridges includes an increasein the
gasoline(motor fuel) tax, thwarted
byHaley's threatstovetosuch
legislation.
Haley didveto legislationthat

would have placed mopedsand
their driversunder the motor vehi­
cle code. Hembree andRep. Cros­
byof NorthCharleston havepre­
filed billsfor another try.Afterthe
Haley veto in2016,the House
overrode but theSenate ranoutof
time, althoughthere were enough
votestooverride.
Additional legislativeconcerns

include placementof aconstitu­
tional amendmentonthe ballot to
appoint, not elect,the stateeduca­
tion superintendent. Reform of
how homeowners associations
operate islikely tocome upagain,
as wellas changesinthe criminal
code totryand dealwith the hero­
inepidemic. Otherarea concerns
include thestatetraining oflaw
enforcement officersand tighten­
ingthe dram shoplawstorequire
liability insurance.
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WOMEN AT THETOP
Howcan we replace our
femaleleaders?
Femaleleadership inSouth

Carolina tookareal hit in
2016,losing fromitsranks

trailblazing
businesslead­
ers andac­
complished
politicians the
PalmettoState
must seekto
replace, Paula
Harper Bethea
said.
Two ofthem

died:Cathy Novinger and
JudyDavis.
Novingerrosethroughthe

ranksofbusinessandutility
giantSCANA,operatingin"a
man'sworld,"saidBethea,who
recentlysteppeddownasthe
S.C.EducationLottery'sexec­
utivedirector.Novingeralso
empoweredotherwomen
acrossthestatethroughtrain­
ingandthegenerousgiftofher
time,Betheasaid.Thatmeans
shewillcontinuetogivebe­
yondherdeath."Whatgreater
giftistherethanthat?"
Likewise,Davis blazed a

trailat BlueCross BlueShield

of SouthCarolina. "Always
gracious, alwaysgenteel –a
trueleader, justlike Cathy,"
who shared herskills with
others, Betheasaid.
Also,after13yearsofleading

theColumbiaMuseumofArt,
KarenBrosiusisleavingthe
executivedirector'spostfora
jobinNewYork."Shebrought
theartsaliveforColumbia...
and(she)diditwithherper­
sonality,herstyle,anddiditin
ahumbleway,"Betheasaid.
Gov.Nikki Haley,mean­

while, hasbeen nominatedto
bethe next U.S.ambassador
tothe United Nations. "Who
hasever set amore remarka­
bleexample for whatafemale
cando?"Bethea said.Haley
hastaught inthe mostunique
manner"that womenlead
differently. Welead with our
hearts andour minds."Ha­
ley'stenure included remarka­
bleachievements–andhorrif­
ichappenings, Betheasaid.
"She taught usthat inour
darkest hour,we canbe
ourbest self.So, she
liftedus all. Every
oneof us."

Bethea
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RACEFOR GOVERNOR

Howmanypeople want to
be SC's next governor–and
who are they?
Thisyear wassupposed to

markthe beginningof a
crowded 2018campaignfor
governor,but Gov. NikkiHa­
ley'snomination tobeUN
ambassador threw that time­
lineinto confusion.
Haley'smove totheUN

means Lt.Gov.Henry McMas­
terwill go fromoneof several
Republicans expectedto seek
an open seatto anincumbent

governor who
would likely
enter thefield
as thefavorite.
It's unclear

who mightchal­
lengeMcMaster
inaGOP pri­
mary. Freshly
re­elected Sen.

Tim Scotthaswaffled on
whether tolaunch hisownbid,
sayinghe hadn'tmadeafinal
decisionbut telling reporters
last month hewas "comfort­
able"in theSenate andjoking
hemight run"in the year
2090."
Another prospective candi­

datefor the governor'sjob,
Rep. MickMulvaney,has been
nominatedtobePresident­
electDonald Trump'sbudget
director.
The biggestchallengenext

year mightbefilling thelieu­
tenantgovernor's job.Senate
PresidentProTempore Hugh
Leatherman, whowould bein
linefor the job,has saidhe
doesn't wantit, andit's
unclear whether a2014
constitutionalchange would
allow McMastertoname his
ownlieutenant governor be­
fore thenext election.

McMaster
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Children scream 'just stop' in
911 call from lawmaker's home
ASSOCIATED PRESS

AIKEN ­ Children can
be heard screaming "just
stop daddy" on a 911 call
made from the home of a
South Carolina legislator
accused of beating his
wife and pointing a gun at
her, local media reported
Friday.
Republican Rep. Chris

Corley, of Graniteville, is
charged with first­degree
criminal domestic vio­
lence and pointing a fire­
arm at a person. If con­
victed, the felonies could
send him to prison for up
to 15 years.
Corley's wife told dep­

uties he stopped hitting
her Monday only after no­
ticing she was bleeding
and hearing the screams
of two of their three chil­
dren, ages 2 and 8.
Corley said his wife

tried to punch him after
accusing him of cheating,
and the police report not­
ed a scratch on his fore­
head. It's unclear if Cor­
ley, an attorney, has hired
a lawyer. He has not re­
turned voicemails from
The Associated Press.
In the first 911 call to

Aiken city police, no one
talks to the operator but
"please stop" can be heard

repeatedly.
"Just stop daddy. Just

stop. … Daddy, why are
you doing this?"
Corley's wife of 12

years can also be heard in
the background: "Chris,
please stop."
That prompted the dis­

patcher to call Aiken
County 911. "I had a caller,
sounded a lot like children
screaming for help and
begging for their father to
stop," the operator said.
In a later 911 call, a

woman identified by the
sheriff's office as Cor­
ley's mother­in­law asks
for deputies to be sent to
the home of a man threat­
ening to kill himself. The
dispatcher says deputies
are already on the way for
"some type of disturb­
ance where the father is
beating children?"
"No, no, no," she re­

sponds. "He beat his wife,
and he's threatening to
kill himself."
That corresponds with

the police report released
Tuesday, which said Cor­
ley's wife took the family
to her mother's house
across the street after he
threatened to kill her, then
said he would kill himself.
The report said she ran
with the children when he

went to the bedroom.
A judge set Corley's

bond at $20,000 and or­
dered him to not contact
his wife. Corley didn't talk
about the charges during
his brief hearing Tuesday.
He's also barred from
handling a firearm.

House Speaker Jay Lu­
cas has promised to take
action if Corley is indict­
ed. By state law, Corley
must be suspended if in­
dicted on a felony charge.

The 36­year­old Repub­
lican was easily re­elect­
ed to a second term last
month with no opposition.
Corley's arrest comes

after a legislative session
where lawmakers
strengthened punish­
ments for domestic vio­
lence. Gov. Nikki Haley
made it a priority to re­
duce the state's high rate
of women killed by men
who know them. Corley
voted for the legislation.
Corley may be best

known in the House as a
staunch defender of the
Confederate flag.
During the debate last

year on whether to re­
move the Confederate
flag from Statehouse
grounds, Corley suggest­
ed replacing it with the
white flag of surrender.
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SC consultant helped steer rump to surprising election victory
BY BRISTOW MARCHANT

bmarchant@thestate. com

The day after Donald Trump's
improbable election victory, the
president­elect faced the task of
forming a new administration to
take over the country's exec­
utive branch in two months.
Trump needed help, and a

S.C.­based con­
sultant who had
been with the

Trump campaign
from the begin­
ning was there
with him.
"At 6 in the

morning, we went
to bed," said political strategist
Ed McMullen of Charleston.

"And, at 8 o'clock, we were back
in (Trump) Tower, planning the
transition."
The head of McMullen Public

Affairs, McMullen has known
Trump for years. The political
veteran was one of the first to

come on board with the Tramp
campaign.
McMullen was chairman of

Tramp's successful S.C. GOP
primary operation, helped plan
the Republican National Con­
vention and kept the outsider
candidate's ear throughout the
general election.
After election night, McMul­

len stuck around as a member of
the transition team and a vice

chair of the Trump inaugural
committee.
"The transition begins right

after the last convention,"
McMullen said. "That's when it
kicks in, and Mr. Trump asked
me to help with the transition."
McMullen's presence helped

raise South Carolina's profile
with those in Trump's orbit.
"I think the reason why you

see so many high­profile posi­
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tions goingto SouthCarolina,
whether it'sNikki Haley (asU.S.
ambassador totheUnited Na­
tions) or MickMulvaney (as
director ofthe Officeof Man­
agement andBudget) or Tim
Scottand TreyGowdy onthe
transition team... alotof that
hastodo with Ed,"saidBill
Stern,aColumbiareal estate
developer andfriend ofMcMul­
len's. "Mr.Trump relies onhim,
callshim, hasmeetingswith
him."
McMullen,anativeNew

Yorker, moved toSouthCar­
olinaalmost 30 years agowith
hisS.C.­bornwife, Margaret
Ann,after a stint asan executive
with the conservativeHeritage
Foundationthink tank.
McMullen wentontochair

the S.C. PolicyCouncil, later
working forastring ofpolitical
andcorporate clientsbeforehe
was approachedbyTrump about
working onhisfledgling cam­
paign.
"Bringing him inearlywas an

adrenaline shot of credibility,"
saidRobert Cahaly, apollster
andsenior strategistfor the
Atlanta­based TrafalgarGroup.
"In hisyears at the PolicyCoun­
cil, hehad established himself
inthe conservativecommunity."

HIDDEN VICTORY
McMullen creditshisstaff

with organizingSouth Carolina
"likeacombatzone,"leading to
Trump's10­point winover a
crowded fieldof senators and
governors inFebruary's GOP
primary.
Inturn, McMullen Public

Affairs waspaid almost$7,000
bythe Trump campaign, accord­
ingtoaspendingsummary filed
with the FederalElectionCom­
mission.
McMullen sayshe wasconfi­

dent inTrump'svictory over the
moretraditional GOP candi­
dates–partlycrediting Cahaly's
"dynamic"polling at Trafalgar.
"Mostpollsters were usingthe

sameoldlistof Republican
primary voters, but hecreated a
model ofthose who were more
inclined tovote,"McMullen
saidof Cahaly.
"They didthe onlyS.C. poll

that was accuratethree days
beforethe primary," McMullen
said."Everybodythought (Flor­
ida's U.S.Sen.Marco) Rubio
had themomentum, hehad all
these endorsements.People are
consoling me,and I'm seeing
the internalpolls."
Thatconfidencecarried over

into thegeneral election.
As "Clinton was measuring

the drapesinthe WhiteHouse
... Iknew from themodeling
that we weredoing exceedingly
well inthebattleground states,"
McMullen said."Therewas an
excitementamong Reagan
Democrats andindependents
who wantedsomeone other
thanHillary."
Voters'enthusiasmfor Trump

becameoneof the campaign's
secret weapons.
"Ihad Politicoand these

Washington outlets onourback
aboutourground game,"
McMullen said,recalling the
S.C. primary. "Rubiohad 10
officesin(SouthCarolina before
the primary),andIsaid, 'Then,
hehad tostaff 10 offices...
whilewe havepeople workingin
the realworld.' Wehad people
who didphone­bankingfrom
home.
"All thesemuckety­mucks

were talkingabouttheir ground
game, andDonaldTrump ran
circles aroundthem."
Cahaly creditsmuch ofthat

successtoMcMullen.
"There arealotofpeople in

politicswho work 18­hour
days,"the pollster said."But
there arefew whoare successful
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andwilling towork 18­hour
days.Ed bringsthework ethic
of someone who'shungrywith
the securityof beingsuccess­
ful."

THE MCMASTERFACTOR
ToS.C. Lt. Gov.Henry

McMaster, Trump'sPalmetto
Statesuccess wasnosurprise.
"Hecalled Ed, andthe restis

history,"said McMaster,who
hasknown McMullen sincethe
Republican'sunsuccessful run
for theU.S. Senate in1986.
McMasterthinks so highlyof

McMullen'sabilities that he
named him tohead hisown
transition tothe governor's
office, evenas McMullen
continuestowork with Trump's
presidential transition.
"Ed understands theissues,

heknows peopleall acrossthe
country,he understands
trends,"McMaster said."He
sees wherewe'regoing asa
country."
McMullen also playedarole

inMcMasterbecoming thefirst
statewide elected official to
endorse Trump.
"Henrywas originally for

Lindsey Graham, thenonce
(Graham) gotout, (McMaster)
andIhad agreat conversation
aboutit,"McMullen said,add­
ingMcMaster was"heavily
courted."

McMullen'ssecret weaponin
courting McMastermight have
been thelieutenant governor's
wife."Peggy McMasterloves
Mr.Trump."
Forhis part, McMasterre­

members McMullen"promoting
(Trump)for months"beforehe
metthe New Yorkbillionaire
businessmogul for the firsttime
at an August2015 fundraiserin
Greenville –thesameevent
where thewife ofS.C. House
Majority LeaderBruce Bannis­
ter, R­Greenville,famously
pulled Trump'shair.
While PeggyMcMasterand

Trump formed "animmediate
friendship," Henry McMaster
sizedup theNew Yorker asa
forcetobe reckonedwith.
"Iknew he hadwhat it takes

towithstandthe attacks from
the Clintonmachine, theirallies
andthe press,"McMaster said.
"Iknew this was goingto bethe
guy.... (And)Trump was the
onlyone whocouldspeak di­
rectly tothe people."

'WHATEVERROLEHE
WANTS'
Afterthe election, McMullen

spent aweek inWashington
working ontransition issues.
"Iwas moreinvolved inbring­

inginkey businessleaderswho
can givevoiceto thepresident's
policies," hesaid."We want

people fromallacross the coun­
trytogive inputinto what his
presidency lookslike."
McMullen also wasnamed

oneof 10 vicechairmen onthe
committeeplanning Trump's
Jan. 20inauguration–theonly
onewho isn't abillionaire.
"Isignificantly diminished the

networth ofthe vicechairmen,"
hesaidjokingly.
WithTrump preparingto

moveinto the WhiteHouse,
McMullen couldhavefound
himself working withthe new
administration.
"I'msure hecouldhavewhat­

ever role hewants,"Stern said.
Butwith his familyandbusi­

nessinthe PalmettoState,
McMullen isn't interestedin
pullingupstakes again.
"Itold Mr.Trump twoyears

ago ...as longas I donot haveto
movetoD.C., I'llhelp him any
way Ican."
Whereverhelives, McMullen

says hewill stayintouch with
the new president.
"Heknows I'llgive him the

unvarnishedtruth. I'llgive him
the perspectivefromthe hinter­
lands,"McMullen said."He has
mycellphone if weneed to
talk."

Bristow Marchant:
803­771­8405,@BristowatHome,
@BuzzAtTheState

McMullen
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Provided

S.C. politicalconsultant EdMcMullen, right,meets with DonaldTrump in hisTrumpTower officeduring
thecampaign.Having knownTrump for years, McMullenbecame an earlybackerofthe mogul'soutsider
presidential bid.

SC0148 State
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 12/31/2016

SC consultant helped steer rump to surprising election victory
BY BRISTOW MARCHANT bmarchant@thestate. com
104.62 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 3

67012-12-31_1004.pdf

County: Richland



Uneasy2015 inS.C. leads
to tense trials in 2016, 2017
BY JEFFREYCOLLINS

Associated Press
COLUMBIA

InSouth Carolina,2015
was supposedtobethe
uneasyyear. The statewas
stunned byavideotaped
police shooting ofaflee­
ingblack motorist,nine
churchgoerskilledin a
hate crime,andabillion­
dollarflood.
Butthen came2016.
Along with twoexhaust­

ingtrialsfrom thepre­
viousyear'skillings, South
Caroliniansendured the
fatal schoolshooting of a
first­grader,aserial killer
who policesaidchained a
woman insideacontainer,
andlandfalling Hurricane
Matthew, which flooded
the stateall overagain.

So when Gov.Nikki
Haley spokeat the cele­
bration tolight thestate
Christmas treeearlier this
month, shethankedresi­
dents for their prayersand
their faith, even asthings
seemed togo frombadto
worse.
"Throughall ofthat, we

neverfought.Wenever
protested. Weprayed.We
found ourfaith. We
huggedeach other.We
showedlove andkindness
andrespect foreach oth­
er,"Haley said.
Chances areHaley

won'tbelighting the 2017
Christmas tree. Causing a
final flurryof political

turmoil, sheaccepted
President­electDonald
Trump'sappointment to
beambassador tothe
United Nations,and plans
toresign oncethe U.S.
Senateconfirms herap­
pointment.
Here is alook at the

stories that shookSouth
Carolina in2016:

DYLANN ROOF TRIAL
The outcome wasnever

indoubt.
Dylann
Roof'slaw­
yers didn't
disputehe
killednine
black wor­
shippers in

a Char­
leston

church inJune 2015. And

jurors tookless thantwo
hoursearlier this month to
find himguilty of 33
charges, includinghate
crimes.
Roof'ssaga willgo on

into 2017.The same jurors
who convictedhim return
Jan. 3to decidewhether
heshould spend hislife in
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prison or beexecuted. And
Roofis charged with nine
counts ofmurderin state
court, whereprosecutors
are seekingthedeath
penalty.

MICHAEL SLAGER
TRIAL
The murdertrialof

formerNorth Charleston
police officerMichael
Slager failed toresolve his
fate.
A jurycouldn'treach a

verdictover several days
of deliberation inNovem­

berafter weeks oftestimo­
nyonSlager's shooting of
Walter Scott,an unarmed
black motoristwho tried
torun fromatraffic stop
inApril 2015.
Slager saidhefeared for

hislife because Scott
grabbed hisTaseras he
resisted arrest.African­
American community
leaderssaidthat was no
excuse tofireeight shots
at the backof aman who
was nearly20feet away.
StateprosecutorScarlett

Wilson promised another

murdertrialof Slager,
who alsois charged in
federal courtwith vio­
lating Scott'scivil rights.

UPSTATE TRAGEDIES
Within fiveweeks, Up­

stateSouth Carolinadealt
with apairof stunning
crimes.
First, a14­year­oldboy

shot andkilled hisfather,
thendroveto Townville
Elementary Schoolin
Anderson Countyandshot
at first­graders outfor
recess.Six­year­old Jacob

Hall diedafewdayslater.
Prosecutors are still

deciding whetherto askto
trythe teenas an adult.
InNovember, Spartan­

burg Coun­
tysuddenly
discovered
they may
havehad a
serial killer
living
among
them.Real
estateagent

ToddKohlheppwas ar­
rested afterawoman was
found chained inacon­
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tainer onhisproperty,
authorities said.
Within days, Kohlhepp

confessedtokilling seven
people –thechained wom­
an's boyfriend,another
couple and fourpeopleat
amotorcycle shop in
2003,authorities said.

HURRICANEMATTHEW
The massiveCategory 4

storm weakenedbefore
brushingthe South Car­
olinacoast inOctober, but
it was stillpowerful
enough tokillfive people,
mostly because of floods

caused byup toafootof
raininthe northeast part
of thestate.
BeaufortCounty also

was hard hit,with thou­
sands oftreesknocked
down andexclusive gated
communities thinking
aboutcharging residents
thousandsof dollars each
tocover cleanupcosts.

NEWGOVERNOR
DonaldTrump'svictory

inthe presidentialrace
shook upSouth Carolina
politicsinways that may
befelt for thenext de­

cade.

Haley's
acceptance
of theU.N.
ambassador
joblikely
will elevate
Trump's
firstand
biggest

SouthCarolina supporter,
Lt.Gov.Henry McMaster,

tothe gov­
ernor's
office.
That

means
McMaster
can runas

an incum­
bentfor
what was

expected tobean open
governor'sseat in2018.
Already,potentialcandi­
datesfor that raceare
changingplans.
As for whotakes

McMaster's job, that dis­
pute willlikely bedecided
inthe stateSupreme
Court.

Roof

MIC SMITH AP

Former NorthCharlestonPolice Officer MichaelSlager,
center, walksfrom theCharlestonCountyCourthouseon
Dec. 5during abreak inthejurydeliberationsinhistrial.

Kohlhepp
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McMaster
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GRANITEVILLE

Children scream 'just stop' in
911 call from lawmaker's home
Associated Press
AIKEN

Children canbeheard
screaming "juststop dad­
dy"on a911 callmade
fromthe homeof aSouth
Carolina legislatorac­
cused of beatinghiswife
andpointing a gunat her,
localmedia reportedFri­
day.
Republican Rep.Chris

Corley, ofGraniteville, is
charged withfirst­degree
criminaldomestic vio­
lence andpointing afire­
armat aperson. If con­
victed,the feloniescould
send him toprison forup
to15 years.
Corley's wifetold depu­

tieshe
stopped
hitting her
late Mon­
dayonly
after notic­
ingshe was
bleeding
and hearing
the screams

of twooftheir three chil­

dren,ages 2and 8.
Corleysaidhis wife

tried topunchhim after
accusing him ofcheating,
andthe police report
notedascratch onhis
forehead.
It's unclear ifCorley, an

attorney, hashiredalaw­
yer. He hasnot returned
voicemails fromThe Asso­
ciated Press.
Inthe first911 callto

Aikencity police,noone
talks tothe operator but
"pleasestop"can beheard
repeatedly.
"Just stopdaddy.Just

stop. ...Daddy, whyare
youdoing this?"
Corley's wifeof 12years

can alsobeheard inthe
background: "Chris,
please stop."
Thatpromptedthe dis­

patcher tocallAiken
County911.
"Ihad a caller,sounded

alot likechildrenscream­
ingfor help andbegging

for their fatherto stop,"
the operator said.
Inalater 911 call, a

woman identifiedbythe
sheriff's office asCorley's
mother­in­law asks for
deputiestobe senttothe
homeof aman threat­
ening tokillhimself.
The dispatchersays

deputiesare alreadyon
the wayfor "some typeof
disturbance wherethe
father isbeating chil­
dren?"
"No, no, no,"shere­

sponds."He beathis wife,
and he'sthreatening tokill
himself."
Thatcorresponds with

the policereport released
Tuesday, whichsaid Cor­
ley'swife tookthe family
toher mother'shouse
across thestreet after he
threatenedtokill her, then
saidhewould kill himself.
The report saidsheran
with the childrenwhen he
wentto thebedroom.
A judgeset Corley's

bondat $20,000and
orderedhim tonot contact
his wife.
Corleydidn't talk about

the chargesduringhis
briefhearingTuesday.
He'salso barred from
handling afirearm.
House SpeakerJayLu­

cashaspromised totake
actionif Corleyis indict­
ed. By statelaw,Corley
must besuspended from
the Houseif indictedona
felonycharge.
The 36­year­oldRepub­

lican waseasily re­elected
toasecondterm last
month with noopposition.
Corley's arrestcomes

after alegislativesession
where lawmakers
strengthened punishments
for domestic violence.
Gov.Nikki Haley madeit
apriority toreducethe
state's highrate of women
killedbymen who know
them.Corley votedfor the
legislation.

Corley
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GRANITEVILLE

Children scream 'just stop' in
911 call from lawmaker's home
Associated Press
AIKEN

Children canbeheard
screaming "juststop dad­
dy"on a911 callmade
fromthe homeof aSouth
Carolina legislatorac­
cused of beatinghiswife
andpointing a gunat her,
localmedia reportedFri­
day.
Republican Rep.Chris

Corley, ofGraniteville, is
charged withfirst­degree
criminaldomestic vio­
lence andpointing afire­
armat aperson. If con­
victed,the feloniescould
send him toprison forup
to15 years.
Corley's wifetold depu­

tieshe
stopped
hitting her
late Mon­
dayonly
after notic­
ingshe was
bleeding
and hearing
the screams

of twooftheir three chil­

dren,ages 2and 8.
Corleysaidhis wife

tried topunchhim after
accusing him ofcheating,
andthe police report
notedascratch onhis
forehead.
It's unclear ifCorley, an

attorney, hashiredalaw­
yer. He hasnot returned
voicemails fromThe Asso­
ciated Press.
Inthe first911 callto

Aikencity police,noone
talks tothe operator but
"pleasestop"can beheard
repeatedly.
"Just stopdaddy.Just

stop. ...Daddy, whyare
youdoing this?"
Corley's wifeof 12years

can alsobeheard inthe
background: "Chris,
please stop."
Thatpromptedthe dis­

patcher tocallAiken
County911.
"Ihad a caller,sounded

alot likechildrenscream­
ingfor help andbegging

for their fatherto stop,"
the operator said.
Inalater 911 call, a

woman identifiedbythe
sheriff's office asCorley's
mother­in­law asks for
deputiestobe senttothe
homeof aman threat­
ening tokillhimself.
The dispatchersays

deputiesare alreadyon
the wayfor "some typeof
disturbance wherethe
father isbeating chil­
dren?"
"No, no, no,"shere­

sponds."He beathis wife,
and he'sthreatening tokill
himself."
Thatcorresponds with

the policereport released
Tuesday, whichsaid Cor­
ley'swife tookthe family
toher mother'shouse
across thestreet after he
threatenedtokill her, then
saidhewould kill himself.
The report saidsheran
with the childrenwhen he
wentto thebedroom.
A judgeset Corley's

bondat $20,000and
orderedhim tonot contact
his wife.
Corleydidn't talk about

the chargesduringhis
briefhearingTuesday.
He'salso barred from
handling afirearm.
House SpeakerJayLu­

cashaspromised totake
actionif Corleyis indict­
ed. By statelaw,Corley
must besuspended from
the Houseif indictedona
felonycharge.
The 36­year­oldRepub­

lican waseasily re­elected
toasecondterm last
month with noopposition.
Corley's arrestcomes

after alegislativesession
where lawmakers
strengthened punishments
for domestic violence.
Gov.Nikki Haley madeit
apriority toreducethe
state's highrate of women
killedbymen who know
them.Corley votedfor the
legislation.

Corley
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Corruption probe should have
effect on legislative process
The indictment this week of

prominent Republican Rep,
Jim Merrill has cast another

pall on a General Assembly so
fraught with challenges that some
wonder if anything much will get
done in 2017.
Real progress, they say, doesn't

need another stumbling block
from lawmakers constantly look­
ing over their shoulders, perhaps
reluctant to do much as a State­
house corruption probe is sure
to widen. First came the 2014
downfall of former House Speaker
Bobby Harrell of Charleston. Now
comes Merrill's indictment on 30
charges.
But others point to the plentiful,

good people in the legislature who
will treat what's happening now
as a hiccup. Our state, they say,
will keep moving forward on tax
reform, pension reform and more
money for state highways.
Regardless, lawmakers would

like any other corruption­related
developments to be announced
before January's session arrives.
If integrity questions hang in the
air for weeks ­ as they did in the
early 1990s in the Statehouse sting
known as Operation Lost Trust
­ forward movement could be
fleeting.
"The House came to a halt when

some of that stuff was going on,"
one former legislator recalled this
week "That group sucked a lot of
oxygen out of the air waiting for
the next shoe to drop."
In Lost Trust, federal officials in­

dicted 28 legislators and lobbyists
on corruption charges stemming
from a sting that involved lawmak­
ers taking as little as $300 in return
for pledges to support a bill to

legalize gambling on horse racing.
When all was said and done, 27
of the 28 pleaded guilty or were
found guilty.

During the turmoil, state law­
makers overhauled lax state ethics
laws to thwart a culture of corrup­
tion. They voted to bar lobbyists,
who once cozied up to legislators
with dinners, booze and trips,
from being able to donate to cam­
paigns or even buy a cup of coffee
for legislators.
As years passed, loopholes

developed. Rules got stretched.
Coziness returned in new guises.
Ethics reform proponents started
calling for revamping the rules,
once considered a model for state
legislatures. But thanks to nation­
al trends for accountability and
transparency, other states passed
tougher rules. But improved ethics
standards seemed to bypass South
Carolina as bills died after much
agonized debate.

The League of Women Vot­
ers' Lynn Teague of Columbia
wrote this in Statehouse Report
after reform measures failed in
2015: "Without reform, secret
'consulting fees' will continue to
buy the support of our officials.
Without reform, some public of­
ficials will continue to adhere to
their own private high standards
of integrity but those without a
strong moral compass (and there
are far too many) will continue to
work for their own benefit rather
than that of South Carolina's citi­
zens."
Fortunately, time caught up with

the legislature and it has nudged
toward reform, in pan: because of

a continuing drumbeat by Gov.

Nikki Haley for more transparency
. (Interestingly, some are wonder­
ing why Merrill has been indicted
for things that sound similar to
what Haley was accused of as a
House member, but given a pass
on.)
In June 2016, state legislators

took two big forward steps in
updating ethics laws when they
transformed the state Ethic Com­
mission into a truly independent
agency that now can investigate
state lawmakers for possible im­
proprieties. Previously that func­
tion was left to House or Senate
ethics committees. Also, legisla­
tors approved measures to require
members to disclose sources of
private income, a long­sought
refo rm to promote transparency.
But they didn't deal with so­

called unreported "dark money" in
which millions of dollars of contri­
butions from donors attempting to
influence elections go to "leader­
ship" political action committees
and other organizations.
State legislators have a lot on

their plates when they return to
Columbia. They desperately need
to fix the state's bridges, roads and
dams. They have underfunded
education for years, creating
inequities that are shameful. They
expected a better return from
pension investments than was
economically prudent and now are
billions in the hole.
While those things have to be

dealt with, they must also fix
state ethics laws to restore public
confidence in government. That
starts with stronger ethics rules
and a culture of integrity at the
Statehouse.

Andy Brack is editor and publisher of State­
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house Report. Have a comment? Send to,:
feedbackf&statehousereport.conn.

Andt/Brack
tehcThe Statehouse Report
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LC Sheriff Tabbed
By Haley For
Training Council
Kershaw News­Era

From Release

Lancaster County
Sheriff Barry S. Faile
has been appointed
by South Carolina
Governor Nikki R.

Haley to the South
Carolina Law

Enforcement Training
Council. His term
began Nov. 29, 2016,
and he will serve at

the pleasure of the
governor.
All law enforcement

officers in this state
must be trained and

certified by the South
Carolina Criminal
Justice Academy.
When it created by
statute the South
Carolina Law

Enforcement Training
Council, the General
Assembly indicated
its intent was "to
maximize training

opportunities for law
enforcement officers
and criminal justice
personnel, to coordi­
nate training, and to
set standards for the
law enforcement and

criminal justice ser­
vice, all of which are
imperative to upgrad­
ing law enforcement
to professional sta­
tus."
The training coun­

cil has many powers

and duties including
developing police
training programs
and standards, pub­
lishing training mate­
rials, making regula­
tions related to train­
ing, and training and
certifying candidates
for law enforcement
positions.
For example, in

2015 the training
council conducted
hearings across the
state to develop
guidelines for the use
of body­worn cameras
by law enforcement
agencies. Those
guidelines formed the
basis for body­worn
camera policies the
agencies were
req­uired to imple­
ment. The training
council also reviewed
and had approval
authority over those
policies.
The training coun­

cil has 11 members,
including the South
Carolina Attorney
General; the Chief of
the South Carolina
Law Enforcement

Division; the heads of
the Departments of

Probation, Parole,
and Pardon Services,
Corrections, Natural
Resources, and Pub­
lic Safety; and two
sheriffs, two police

chiefs, and one deten­
tion director,
"I am honored to

have been appointed
to the South Carolina
Law Enforcement

Training Council by
Governor Haley," said
Sheriff Faile. "Train­
ing and professional­
ism in law enforce­
ment have never been
more critical. The

training council plays
a vital role in ensur­

ing that we provide
the best and most
up­to­date training
possible to the men
and women who pro­
tect us."
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The Kershaw Chamber of Commerce
held a ribbon cutting last week for
downtown business The Owl's Nest,
From the left are cham.ber members
Danny Williamss Spencer Briggss Tyler

Reeves, Owl's Nest staffers Matthew
Sowell, Megan Roberts, owner Jessica
Sowell, and chamber members Sheila
Hinson and Lynda Watson. Photo by
David Ketlin.
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