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Haleyshouldn't veto
reliefbill for farmers
By The HeraldEditorial Board
Gov.NikkiHaleydoesn't

objectwhenthestateoffers
specialtaxincentivesto
attractnewbusinessand
industrytothestate.Soit's
hardtounderstandwhy
shewantstovetostate
effortstolendahelping
handtofarmersafterthey
suffered$330millionin
lossesbecauseofamassive
flood.
SouthCarolina farmers

say 2015 ranksamong the
worstyears ever for them.
The S.C. Department of
Agriculture reportedthat
the state's entirecotton,
soybean andpeanut crops
were destroyedbyan
October flood that cov­
eredmuch ofthe state.
Then, with thewet weath­
er continuinginto 2016,
many farmerswere unable
toplant afull crop inthe
spring because of standing
water.
The state's farmershave

access tofederal crop
insurance andemergency
low­interest loans, but
that aid doesnot come
closeto covering their
entire losses. Farmershit
bylast year's floodhad
hopedthe statealso would

provide somerelief.
This month, theGeneral

Assemblypassed abill to
give $40 million tofarm­
ers tohelp themrecover.
Farmers indisaster­de­
clared countiescould
request grants ofup to
$100,000 tocoverupto
20 percentof their 2015
crop losses.
Haley,who arguesthat

farmersshould betreated
nodifferently fromother
smallbusiness owners,
hasthreatened to veto the
bill.But thecomparison is
fundamentally unfair:
farmersaren't ordinary
small businessmen.
Unlike the averagebusi­

nessowner, farmersare at
the mercy ofthe weather
year inandyear out.A
typical small business
might makean insurance
claim nowandthen, but
farmerscouldbe hitby
several yearsof crop­
destroying weatherin a
row.
Werewardfarmers for

enduring theuncertainties
of trying toplantand
harvest acrop because
agriculture isregarded as
anecessity tothenation's

well being. Andit also is a
mainstay of SouthCar­
olina's economy.
Failingto helpsustain

the state's agriculture
industry couldmeannot
onlythat many farmers
couldgo out ofbusiness
but also that manypoten­
tial young farmerswill be
discouraged fromunder­
taking therisks of farming
inthe firstplace.That
would bebad news forthe
poorer ruralpartsof the
statewhere farming re­
mains avital partof the
localeconomy.
The state's farm relief

billpassed byavote of
85­2inthe Houseand
33­3 intheSenate. Those
majorities arewell over
the two­thirds needed to
override aveto byHaley,
andwe hope lawmakers
exercise that prerogative if
necessary.
The stateroutinely pro­

videsan array ofperks
andprivileges toprospec­
tive businesses.Weshould
bejust asattentive tothe
needs ofthe agriculture
industry that already con­
tributes substantially to
the state's economy.
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CCU FOOTBALL

CCU ans launch petition
to Gov. Haley regarding
stadium project
CCU has tried several times for state approval for its
football stadium expansion

Petition launched by CoastalFans.com asks Gov. Nikki
Haley to intervene

Chairman of the board of trustees calls on fan base to pitch
in financially

BY RYAN YOUNG

ryoung@thesunnevfs.com

CONWAY

While Coastal Carolina

University leaders are work­
ing to craft a funding plan for
the school's football stadium
expansion project that will
satisfy the South Carolina
Commission on Higher Edu­
cation (CHE), the Chanti­
cleers' fan base is trying to
do its part as well.
Frustrated that the CHE

continues to withhold phase

two state approval for the
project, most recently deny­
ing it with a 9­4 vote last

week in Columbia, the web­
site CoastalFans.com has
launched a petition to Gov.
Nikki Haley that has already

garnered more than 1,300
signatures.
"We, the undersigned,

express our support of Coast­

al Carolina University's re­
quest for expansion of

Brooks Stadium and ask that

Governor Nikki Haley in­
tercede on behalf of the

University," the petition
states.

Randy Akers, the owner
and administrator of Coast­

alFans.com, posted the pet­
ition on Change.org at 9:45
Wednesday night and said it
garnered 100 signatures in
the first hour while contin­
uing to grow at a strong pace.
"This all started, I was

approached by two alums
that had been following the
process and like many of us
had been fed up that the
CHE has declined to approve
the expansion of Brooks
Stadium," Akers said. "They
asked that with the social

media following that Coast­

SEE PETITION, 6B

PETITION
FROM PAGE IB
alFans has, would I spear­
head this? So far the re­

sponse has been great."
Coastal Carolina has

brought its stadium proposal
before the CHE four times

since February and recently
lowered the budget on the
project from $38 million to
$29.9 million before the
meeting last Thursday.
The planned expansion of

the 9,214­seat stadium to
around 19,000 seats is part
of the Chants' move to the
Sun Belt Conference and to
the NCAA's Football Bowl

Subdivision, as FBS schools
are required to average
15,000 in attendance per
game.
The Chants are set to

debut in the Sun Belt in 2017

after playing this next season
as an FCS independent.
In regard to paying off the

bonds that would fund the

project, the university has
said $2 million will come
from the Chanticleer Athlet­
ic Foundation (CAF) upon
completion of construction
and $5 million can be ap­
plied from renovation re­
serve funds, while the CAF

will then contribute
$500,000 per year over the
life of the bonds with an

additional pledge of
$200,000 per year from
athletic department revenue.
The CHE, in turn, made it

clear that it needed to see

more upfront private money
involved before it would give
its approval.
So while the CAF works to

solicit donations, the fan
base is trying to bring more
attention to the cause. So far,
Akers is encouraged by the
response of more than 1,100
online signatures.

"That to me says that
there is definitely a fan base
that is passionate about
Coastal Carolina football
[and] Coastal Carolina Uni­
versity in general," he said.
"The CHE has said their
concern is lack of funds,
a.k.a. private funds. Coastal
Carolina may not have a Phil
Knight (the co­founder of
Nike and contributor to the

University of Oregon) wait­
ing in the wings to come in
and drop $100 million on us,
but what we do have is a lot

of Coastal fans who, if they
can't give much, they're
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going to give what they can."
Meanwhile, Wyatt Hen­

derson, the chairman of the
university's board of trust­
ees, has addressed the fan
base as well in a letter that

was copied to the Coast­
alFans.com message board.
"While I am not going to

express to you my personal
opinion about the politics
surrounding this project, I do
think it is important that we,
as a University, move for­
ward with a determined

resolve that we will get this
done," Henderson wrote.
"Take my word for it; we will
get this done!"
The CHE was restructured

in the wake of South Car­

olina State University's fi­
nancial debacle last year,
and new chairman Tim Hof­
ferth has stated that the
commission has a refocused

approach to vetting capital
projects ­ as Coastal Car­
olina has experienced.

That, in turn, has left
many in and around the

university frustrated and
confused by what the CHE
needs to see to approve the
project.
"Coastal is not asking for

any public funds. We came
in at $38 million with $2
million up front and were
told that was not good
enough," Akers said. "We
slashed the budget by 21
percent still with that $2
million up front and were
told that doesn't pass the
smell test. We've seen that
South Carolina and Clemson

have gotten projects ap­
proved for $50 million and
that to me does not pass the
smell test. We've come in
with good faith and slashed
the budget and been told
that does not work, but
we've not been told anything
beyond that.
"This petition is really

about asldng Gov. Nikki
Haley to step in and, if not
instruct the CHE to approve

the project, at the very least
give the administration at

Coastal Carolina University
a clear, concise and written
set of guidelines on how to
proceed."

Henderson, meanwhile,
was not available for further

comment until Friday morn­
ing, a university contact said.
But his letter called on

supporters of the university
to come together and help
raise $5 million toward the
project while directing po­
tential donors to reach out to
the CAF.

"Being a young University
only 23 years old, we do not
have the luxury of some of
the bigger schools that have
the billion dollar endow­
ments or thousands and

thousands of alumni waiting
in line to throw money at
anything we want to build
before there is even a de­

sign," Henderson continued.
"As such, we have always
bonded out the necessary
funds to construct a project,
and then sold naming rights
to the project after construc­

tion. This model has always
worked and we have a very
strong track record in acquir­

ing the funds on the 'back
end.'
"However, CHE made it

loud and clear at our last

presentation that until we
can prove that we have the
necessary private funding,
we will continue to struggle
in convincing a majority of
Commissioners to vote for

our project. That's where
you, the stakeholders in
CCU need to get involved.
What would it take to raise
$5 million for this cause?... If
each of us could commit to
some amount over the next

ten years, no doubt we could
quickly raise $5 million....
"I would ask that you join

my wife Stacy and me and
commit to naming 'some­
thing' at the new stadium at
a donation of $25,000,
$50,000 or more."

Ryan Young: 843­626­0318,
@RyanYoungTSN

a
THAT TO ME SAYS THAT THERE IS
DEFINITELY A FAN BASE THAT IS
PASSIONATE ABOUT COASTAL CAROLINA
FOOTBALL [AND] COASTAL CAROLINA
UNIVERSITY IN GENERAL ... COASTAL
CAROLINA MAY NOT HAVE A PHIL KNIGHT
WAITING IN THE WINGS TO COME IN AND
DROP $100 MILLION ON US, BUT WHAT
WE DO HAVE IS A LOT OF COASTAL FANS
WHO, IF THEY CANT GIVE MUCH, THEY'RE
GOING TO GIVE WHAT THEY CAN.

Randy Akers, owner/administrator ofCoastalFans.com
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Courtesy ­ Coastal Carolina Athletic Department

A rendering of how Coastal Carolina's Brooks Stadium would
look following plans to renovate the structure.
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TRANSGENDER BATHROOM ACCESS

PolMcal backlash aimed
at N.C. inspires HB2 ans
Rock Hill, SC, pastor asks for
local ordinance barring
transgender bathroom aCCBSS

Part of national trend in reaction

to N.C. law, including S.C
copycat
by bristow marchant and anna
douglas
bmarchant@heraldonline.com,
adouglas@mcclatchydc.com
ROCK HILL
On the same day that the state

of North Carolina and the U.S.

Justice Department filed dueling
lawsuits over the state's contro­

versial "bathroom
law," one South
Carolina pastor
wants to go furth­
er.

Joey Deese told
Rock Hill City
Council on Mon­

day that the city
needs to take a "biblical stand"
on the issue drawing national
attention, and pass an ordinance
that would prohibit anyone from
using a public restroom that does
not correspond to their biolog­

ical sex.

The pastor of Oakdale Baptist
Church said he plans to make
the same request of York County
Council, and is circulating an
online petition to get both bodies
to pass an ordinance "to protect
our women and children" in
restrooms and locker rooms.
He doesn't want this to be an

idle protest.
"Our goal is to get an ordi­

nance passed," Deese said. "But
our main goal is to make sure
everybody knows what's going
on."
Despite the piling on of HB2

political backlash ­ aimed at
North Carolina generally, as well

as the city of Charlotte for kick­
starting the fight with its own
non­discrimination policy ­ some
supporters of the law are not
deterred from wanting a similar
measure enacted in their own
cities.

The turmoil over HB2 may be
inspiring proponents in some
corners to advocate harder for

what they describe as safety and
privacy protections in public
restrooms.

In South Carolina, Republican
Sen. Lee Bright introduced his
own version of the law that

would prohibit schools or gov­
ernment buildings from allowing
transgender people from using

SEE HB2, 6A
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HB2
the bathroomof their
choice, and wouldpoten­
tiallyoverturnseveral city
andcounty
non­discrimination
ordinances that protect
sexual orientation and
gender identity.That
measure ultimatelyfailed
togather enough support
tomovethrough theLeg­
islature afterthe backlash

against NorthCarolina's
law.
ButDeese's preferred

ordinance would gofurth­
er incriminalizingbath­
room accesseven at pri­
vate businesses.He cited
businesseswithin Rock
Hill's citylimits likeStar­
bucks, Targetand Planet
Fitness that haveapolicy

of allowingtransgender
individuals touse the
restroomor locker room
of their choice.
Lastyear,aMichigan

woman filed suitagainst
PlanetFitness after the
gymallowed atransgen­
derwoman touse the
women'slocker roomwith
her.Ajudge later threw

outthe complaint.
"Asapastor,Ibelieve

it's Biblically wrong,"said
Deese,who wasalso ac­
tive inopposingthe Char­
lotte cityordinance that
ledtothe NorthCarolina
Legislature's HB2vote. "A
young girl cango into the
PlanetFitness locker
room, and aguycan goin
andsit onthebench, and

Deese
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there'snothing youcando
about it."
He wantstosee an ordi­

nance passedmodeled on
oneintroduced inOxford,
Ala.,inApril. The small
town, which hostsaTar­
get, wouldhavemade it a
misdemeanor for atrans­
gender person touse a
restroomthat did not
correspondwith the sex
ontheir birth certificate.
OxfordCity Councillater
voted downthe measure
out ofconcern it violated
the same federal laws
NorthCarolina now
stands accusedof vio­
lating.
Rock Hill CityCouncil

had noreactiontoDeese's
proposal Monday, and
MayorDoug Echols later
declined tocommenton
the idea. YorkCounty
CouncilmanBritt Black­
well said he's toldDeese
the ordinance is"notnec­
essary"in SouthCarolina,
echoing commentsfrom
S.C. Gov.Nikki Haley.
The latestproposal

comes asno surprise to
Ellen Green, co­founderof
Affirmationof YorkCoun­
ty, afaith­based support
group for theLGBT com­
munity andtheir families
andfriends.
"People seem towantto

address this outof fear.

They haven't takenthe
researchor readabout the
issue,"she said."Itseems
like transgenderissues
noware inthe same place
gays andlesbians were 15
or 20 years ago."
ButGreen hopes the

focus onthe issuenowwill
lead toconversations that
will lead togreateraware­
nessof thechallenges
facedby transgender peo­
ple,who shefears have
been "leftbehind" while
gays andlesbians have
gained moreacceptance in
recent years.
Trans peoplehave told

her "foryears theyhaven't
usedarestroom,"Green

said."They justholdit
because of thefear of
assaultor harassment."
Affirmationrecently

hosted aTrans 101classin
response tothe HB2con­
troversy tospreadin­
formationabout the com­
munity. Itwentso well
they'replanning aTrans
102course later this year.
"In alotof ways,our

children's needshave
been met,"Green said.
"Andthe transgender
seem like thenext group
that needs help."

BristowMarchant:
803­329­4062,
@BristowatHome
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CHUCK LIDDY AP

Lee Churchill, of Raleigh, shows her support of HB2 during a rally in Raleigh, N.C., on April 25. Some
supporters of the law are not deterred from wanting a similar measure enacted in S.C. cities.
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PLUMBINGPARTS
COMPANY CREATING 77
JOBS IN CHEROKEE CO.
GAFFNEY
A Missouri company

that makes plumbing
fixtures willcreate 77new
jobsin CherokeeCounty.
Gov.Nikki Haley'sof­

fice said Sioux ChiefMan­
ufacturing is movinginto a
closed plant justeast of
Chesnee inSpartanburg
County.
Sioux Manufacturing

will moveitscorporate
headquartersand itsengi­
neering,manufacturing
andwarehouse distribu­
tion operationstothe site.
Jim Cook with theChe­

rokee CountyDevelop­
ment Boardsays the com­
panyalready has100
employees andwill add77
morein theexpansion.
The company expectsto

befully staffed inthe next
three months.
Chesnee MayorMax

Cash said thetown will
benefit even thoughthe
plant islocated justout­
side the municipal limits
andis inCherokee Coun­
ty.
The company makes

plumbing, heatingand
water quality products for
residential, industrialand
commercial businesses.

­ ASSOCIATED PRESS
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STATE GOVERNMENT

Tick­tock goes
Legislature's clock
With 3 weeks left insession,manymajorissuesremain
unresolved

Moremoneyforroads, ruralschoolslikely tocomeas
part of state budget

Lawmakershave sent about50 proposalstoGov.Nikki
Haley'sdesk
BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com

Withthree weeks left in
its regularsession, the
S.C. Legislature hasmany
issues unresolved.
Legislators are noto­

riousfor waiting until the
session's last minuteto
address majorissues, and
this year isnodifferent.
For example, a planto

repair the state's roads­
the potholes, failing
bridges and congested
highways ­hasnot been
sent tothegovernor. The
most recent bonding plan,
which isexpected topay
for $4billionof the rough­
ly $40 billioninroadpro­
jects needed, is inaHouse
subcommittee, waitingfor
representatives toreturn
toColumbia this week
after an unpaidfurlough.
Meanwhile, several

House proposals todo
morefor the state's poor,
ruralschools ­an issue
the S.C. Supreme Court
says theLegislature must

address ­are advancing

inthe Senatebut have not
yet becomelaw. The Sen­
ate haspassed three,
sending two backtothe
House toconsiderchanges
senators wanttomake,
andis considering three
more.
Both the schooland

roadrepair proposals
likely willpair withthe
roughly$7.5 billionspend­
ingplan forthe state's
fiscal year that startsJuly
1. The Houseand Senate
have each passedtheir
ownbudgets andmust
work outtheir differences
inthe remainingweeks.
So what hasthe General

Assembly sent tothe gov­
ernor's desk inthe first
fivemonths of its six­
month session?
About 50 proposals,

ranging fromrequiring
stamps oncigarettesto
show S.C. taxeshave been
paid, toa$40 million

proposal tooffer grants to
S.C. farmers who lost
crops during last year's
historic flooding.
Gov. Nikki Haley has

until Tuesday toveto the
farm aid proposal, which
shehas saidshewill do,
arguing it is unfairtohelp
onebusiness sector in
South Carolinaandnot all.
Neither farmers nor the

S.C. Small Business of
Commerce arebuying that
argument.
"The governorshould

not use small businesses
as an excusenot tohelp
ourfarmers recoverfrom
last year'sfloods," said
Frank Knapp Jr., president
of theSmall Business
Chamber. "Oursmall
businesses wantourfarm­
ers,who contribute tothe
economic health ofour
state, torecover. They
don't begrudgefarmers
fromreceiving funds

available tothemjust
because other small busi­
nesses don't have the
opportunity."
Other proposals the

Legislature hassent tothe
governor include:
A Repealing regulations

relating tohorse andkan­
garoomeat. Those reg­
ulationswere unneces­
sary,according tothe
state's healthagency,
because existing regula­
tions already covered
them.
A Allowing the state's

health agencytooffer the
cervical cancer vaccine to
eligible adolescents.
A Establishing commit­

tees toreview domestic
violence fatalities ineach
of thestate's judicial dis­
trictstoanalyze domestic
violence­related deaths
A Requiring coal ash

created bypower plants to
bedisposed ofinaland­
fills that meetstrictstan­
dards.
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HUNTINGISLAND

Advocatespush for
money forbeaches
SCsenatorscutbeachrenourishmentfundingfrom
$40millionto $20 million

Statepark department seekingtwo groinsandmore
than600,000cubicyardsof sand

Friendsof Hunting Islandaskingpeopletowrite
senators,representatives

BY STEPHEN FASTENAU
sfastenau@beaufortgazette.com

Hunting Island support­
ers arerallying toensure
millions of dollarsto
restore theisland's
beaches remaininthe
statebudget.
Earlier this month,

SouthCarolina senators
allotted just$20million
for thestate's beach re­
nourishment projectsfor
the fiscal yearthat begins
July 1. That'shalf ofthe
$40million that Gov.
Nikki Haley andthe S.C.
Houseof Representatives
proposedspending.
The money wouldbene­

fit alistof statebeaches
including Hunting Island,
home tooneof the state's
most popular parks that is
grappling with aggressive
erosion that takes away
about 5 to30feet of beach
per year.
The funds areneeded to

help restorepublic areas
onthe island'snorth and
southbeaches, shore up
the campground areaand
protect HuntingIsland's
historic lighthouse, said
Friends of HuntingIsland
president DeniseParsick.
The storm andhigh tides
this pastOctober eroded
as muchof the barrier
island's beaches asnor­

mally occurs inayear,she
said.
"Ifwe don'trenourish

ourbeaches, people will
go tootherbeaches,"
Parsicksaid. "It'sonlya
hop,skip and ajump to
NorthCarolina, Florida
andGeorgia."
Parsickis enlistingthe

900 membersof Friends
of HuntingIsland towrite
legislators asking for the
$40million. And the
Beaufort Regional Cham­
berof Commerce has
started an online petition.
The S.C. Parks,Recre­

ation andTourism Depart­
ment wantsto pumpmore
than 600,000 cubicyards
of sandonto Hunting
Island'sbeaches andadd
twogroins tothe six in­
stalled in2008. The pro­
jectwould bedone at the
same time asasimilar
project onnearby Edisto
Island.
A publichearing onthe

permit request will beheld
at BeaufortCity Hallat 6
p.m. Tuesday.
Sen. Tom Davis,R­

Beaufort, saidcoastal
lawmakers will lobby
members ofajointcom­
mittee ofHouse andSen­
ate memberswho will

writethe final versionof
the budget.The commit­
tee'swork must becom­
pleted before July 1 when
the state's new fiscal year
begins.
Thecaseforbeachre­

nourishmentcanbemade
objectivelybyshowinghow
importantbeachesareto
staterevenue,Davissaid.
"Beachrenourishment

obviously plays a large
partof that," Davis said
Friday."You canmake the
case interms ofdollars
andcents."
Since 1969,eight major

renourishment projects
have been conducted to
maintain Hunting Island's
beaches, totaling about
$15 million.
The park's mostrecent

renourishment project was
installing six groins in
2008. Moregroins were
approved at the time, but
the money wasn'tavail­
able, Parks,Recreation
andTourism director
Duane Parrish saidFriday.
Renourishment wasdue

andbeing planned forthe
park beforethe October
storm acceleratedthe
urgency, Parrish said.
Research shows the

groins areworking, he

said, pointingto hisvisit
tothe park inApril.
"You can walkout there

andtell," Parrishsaid.
"There isalotmoresand
out therewhere the groins
are thanwherethe groins
were not."
Parsickwould like tosee

arecurring feeto helppay
for futureprojects so that
the beachesaren't so
dependent onthe state
budget. Shethinksan
extradollar per carvis­
iting thepark would work.
Hunting Island's1.08

million visitors thispast
fiscal year rankedsecond
onlyto MyrtleBeach State
Park, which drew almost
1.5 million,state parks
spokeswoman Dawn Daw­
son­House said. The next
most visitedpark was
Huntington Beach inMur­
rells Inlet,which drewhalf
as manyvisitors asHunt­
ingIsland.
"We'renot talking

about a beachjustserving
locals,"said RobbWells,
tourism director for the
Beaufort Regional Cham­
berof Commerce. "We're
talking about abeach that
serves the state. ...That is
ourbattle cry."

SC0148 Island Packet
Page Number: 6Publication Date: 05/15/2016

Advocatespush for money forbeaches
BY STEPHEN FASTENAU sfastenau@beaufortgazette.com
56.26 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Hilton Head Island, SC    Circulation: 20015

Page: 1

65024-05-15_6003.pdf

County: Beaufort



Stephen Fastenau:
843­706­8182,
@IPBG_Stephen

HuntingIsland is grappling witherosionthatgouges 5to30 feet ofbeach eachyear.
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POLITICS

N.C.bathroom law a
'double­edgedsword'
for SouthCarolina
Businessescouldlookmorefavorablyon state,
S.C.Chamberheadsays

But border countiescouldbe hurt,Lancaster County
leadersays

S.C.oftencompeteswithbordering statesfor jobs
BY CASSIE COPE

The (Columbia)State

SouthCarolina
couldbenefit from
the falloutfrom
NorthCarolina's

controversial bathroom
law, S.C. businessleaders
say.
Companiesopposed to

discriminatory laws could
look morefavorably on
SouthCarolina, leaders
say.
However, theimpact of

the proposal isa"double­
edged sword,"said Lan­
caster CountyAdminis­
trator Steve Willis.
Thatis because the S.C.

bordercounties that align
with Charlottefor eco­
nomicdevelopment could
behurtby businesses
pulling out or canceling
their expansionplans in
the Queen City,he said.
'PUTSSOUTH
CAROLINA INAGOOD
PLACE'
Industries that are look­

ingtoexpand in theUnit­
ed Statesare looking at
the N.C. law–abanon
people usingpublic bath­
rooms other thanfor the
sex designatedon their
birth certificates–tosee

where astatestands, said
S.C. Chamber ofCom­
merce PresidentTed Pitts.
"That onlyputs South

Carolina inagood place
going forwardoneconom­
icdevelopment projects,"
said Pitts, a formerchief
of stafftoS.C. Gov.Nikki
Haley.
The S.C. Chamber and

Republican Haley both
opposedasimilarS.C.
proposal.
Finalefforts topass that

bathroom ban, sponsored
bystate Sen.LeeBright,
R­Spartanburg,failed
earlier this month.
"This isjust notsome­

thingthat's aproblem,"
Pitts said,adding, "It'sa
proposal that would be
unenforceable."
The backlashin North

Carolina and, earlier,
against Georgia–where
legislators passedareli­
giousfreedom proposal,
criticized by someasanti­
gay,subsequently vetoed–
madeit clear that asimilar
proposal would havean
impacton S.C. jobs, Pitts
said.

SouthCarolina is at the
top ofthe listfor econom­
icdevelopment projects,
Pitts said.
But, ifaproposal like

Bright's wereadopted, it
would takeSouth Carolina
out ofthat position, he
added.
'SOUTHCAROLINA HAS
BEENEATING NORTH
CAROLINA'S LUNCH'
The stateCommerce

Department would not
discusswhether there has
been aspike ineconomic
development interest in
South Carolinasince the
NorthCarolina contro­
versy.
"The S.C.Department

of Commerceneither
commentsnor issues data
onprojects that wemay or
may not beactivelywork­
ing,"said spokeswoman
Adrienne Fairwell.
ButSouth Carolina

regularly competeswith
NorthCarolina andGeor­
gia fornew jobs.
Lastyear, VolvoCars

SEE BATHROOM,8A

''SOUTHCAROLINAHASBEENEATING
NORTH
CAROLINA'SLUNCH
ASFARAS
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENTIS
CONCERNEDFOR
YEARS.

State Sen. Greg Gregory,
R­Lancaster

''THISISJUSTNOTSOMETHING
THAT'SA
PROBLEM.IT'SA
PROPOSALTHAT
WOULDBE
UNENFORCEABLE.

SouthCarolina Chamber
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ofCommercePresident
Ted Pitts,aboutaSouth
Carolina measure similar
to North Carolina's
so­called bathroom law

Businesses
haltingplansin
North Carolina
Inthe aftermathof North
Carolinapassageofa
bathroomban, several
companies havedropped
their expansionplans for
that state. Some S.C.
business leaderssay the
PalmettoStatecould
benefitfromthe fallout.

DEUTSCHEBANK

The German­based bank
froze plans to create250
jobs in Cary, N.C."We're
proud of our operations
and employees in Cary and
regret thatasaresultof
this legislation we are
unwilling toinclude North
Carolina inour U.S.
expansionplans for now,"
John Cryan, co­chief
executiveof Deutsche
Bank, saidin a statement.

"We very muchhope that
we canrevisit our plans to
grow this locationin the
near future."

PAYPAL

The financialservices
company canceledplans to
open a global operations
center,employingmore
than 400, inCharlotte.
"Whilewewill seekan
alternativelocation for our
operations center,we
remaincommitted to
working with the LGBT
community in North
Carolina to overturnthis
discriminatory legislation,
alongside allthose whoare
committed to equality,"
PayPal CEODan Schulman
saidin a statement.

REDVENTURES

The marketingand sales
company,which hasa
South Carolina presence,
has committed to
expanding itsCharlotte
employment by 500 in
2016, CEORicElias saidin a
letterto N.C.Gov.Pat
McCrory.However, Elias
saidhe hasbeen "forced to
seriously reconsider adding
morejobs in astate that
toleratesdiscrimination
and allowspolitical
interests tointerfere with
doing whatis right forall
citizens."

FROMPAGE3A

BATHROOM
decided tobuildan auto
plant inBerkeley County
after narrowingitsselec­
tion toSouthCarolina and
Georgia.
SouthCarolina also has

competed with itsnorth­
ernborderstate.
"South Carolina has

been eatingNorthCar­
olina's lunch asfar as
economic development is
concernedfor years," said
stateSen.Greg Gregory,
R­Lancaster.
NorthCarolina­based

companies that have

opened across theborder
inSouth Carolinainclude
Red Ventures,amarketing
andsales company that
expanded itsS.C. head­
quartersinIndian Landin
November.
Lastmonth,LashGroup,

apatientsupportservices
company,heldaribbon
cuttingforitsnewFortMill
headquarters,whichmoved
fromCharlotte.
'BUTIT COULD HURT
US'
Since LancasterCounty

bordersNorth Carolina,
Willis, the countyadmin­
istrator, said falloutfrom
the controversy couldgo
either way.
"It couldhelp us,but it

couldhurt us," Willissaid.
Noneof the companies

that LancasterCounty
currently is workingwith
havesaid they are in­
terested inLancasterbe­
causethey are upset with
NorthCarolina's new
bathroom law, Willissaid.
But, ifacompanyis not

going toconsiderthe

Charlotte regionbecause
of thebathroom law, that
means Lancasteralso
might notbeconsidered.
"We'llnever know how

much it may hurtus,"
Willissaid.

''WE'LLNEVER
KNOWHOWMUCH
ITMAYHURTUS.
LancasterCounty
Administrator SteveWillis
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TRAVIS LONG tlong@newsobserver.com

Dozens ofdemonstrators,includingGraysonHaver CurrinandTinaHaverCurrin,sound
hornsoutsidethe NorthCarolinaMuseumof History as Gov. PatMcCroyspokeinside.

EVAN VUCCI AP
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ETHANHYMAN ehyman@newsobserver.com

NorthCarolinaGov.Pat McCrory's administrationsued
thefederal governmentinthe fightoverthestatelaw.
TheDepartmentofJustice,ledbyAttorneyGeneral
LorettaLynch,below, countersued.

ROBERT WILLETT rwillett@newsobserver.com

John Chase,center, followsthe chantsofNorthCarolinaNAACP PresidenttheRev.William BarberduringanApril25rally inoppositionofHouseBill
2inRaleigh,N.C. Companiesopposedtodiscriminatorylawscouldlookmorefavorably onSouthCarolinanow,economicdevelopmentleaderssay.
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SOUTHCAROLINA

Hunting
Islandseeks
millionsfor
beach
preservation
S.C.senatorscutbeach
renourishment funding
from $40 million to $20
million
.......................................................

Stateparkdepartment
seekingtwo groins and
morethan600,000 cubic
yardsofsand
.......................................................

FriendsofHunting Island
asking peopletowrite
senators,representatives
BY STEPHEN FASTENAU

The (Beaufort)Gazette

Hunting Island support­
ers arerallying toensure
millions of dollarstore­
storethe island's beaches
remain inthestate bud­
get.
Earlierthis month,

SouthCarolina senators
allotted just$20million
for thestate's beach re­
nourishment projectsfor
the fiscal yearthat begins
July 1. That'shalf ofthe
$40million that Gov.

Nikki Haley andthe S.C.
Houseof Representatives
proposed spending.
Advocatesfor Hunting

Island areworking toget
money restored tothe
statebudget so beach
renourishment work can
bedone.
The money wouldbene­

fit alistof statebeaches
includingHunting Island,
home tooneof the state's
most popular parksthat is

grapplingwith aggressive
erosion that takes away
about 5 to30 feetof beach
per year.
The funds areneeded to

help restorepublic areas
onthe island's north and
southbeaches, shore up
the campground areaand
protect HuntingIsland's
historic lighthouse, said
Friends of HuntingIsland
president DeniseParsick.
The storm andhigh tides

this pastOctober eroded
as muchof the barrier
island's beaches asnor­
mallyoccurs inayear,she
said.
"Ifwe don'trenourish

ourbeaches, people will
go toother beaches,"
Parsicksaid. "It'sonlya
hop,skip and ajump to
NorthCarolina, Florida

SEE PRESERVATION,4A
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PRESERVATION
andGeorgia."
Parsickis enlistingthe

900 membersof Friends
of HuntingIsland towrite
legislators asking for the
$40million. And the
BeaufortRegional Cham­
berof Commerce has
started an online petition.
The S.C. Parks,Recre­

ation andTourism Depart­
ment wantsto pumpmore
than600,000 cubicyards
of sandonto Hunting
Island'sbeaches andadd

twogroins tothe six in­
stalledin 2008. The pro­
jectwould bedone at the
same time asasimilar
project onnearby Edisto
Island.
A publichearing onthe

permit request will beheld
at BeaufortCity Hallat 6
p.m.Tuesday.
Sen.Tom Davis,R­

Beaufort, said coastal
lawmakers will lobby
members ofajointcom­
mittee ofHouse andSen­

ate memberswho will
writethe final versionof
the budget.The commit­
tee'swork must becom­
pleted beforeJuly 1 when
the state's newfiscal year
begins.
The case for beachre­

nourishment can bemade
objectivelyby showing
how important beaches
are tostaterevenue, Davis
said.
"Beachrenourishment

obviouslyplays a large

partof that," Davis said
Friday."You canmake the
case interms ofdollars
andcents."
Since 1969,eight major

renourishment projects
havebeen conducted to
maintainHunting Island's
beaches, totaling about
$15 million.
The park's mostrecent

renourishment project was
installingsix groins in
2008. Moregroins were
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approved at the time, but
the money wasn'tavail­
able, Parks,Recreation
andTourism director
Duane Parrish said Friday.
Renourishment wasdue

andbeing planned forthe
park beforethe October
storm acceleratedthe
urgency, Parrish said.
"You can walkout there

andtell," Parrishsaid.
"There isalotmoresand
out therewhere the groins

are thanwherethe groins
were not."
Parsickwould like tosee

arecurring feeto helppay
for futureprojects so that
the beachesaren't so
dependent onthe state
budget. Shethinksan
extradollar per carvis­
iting thepark would work.
Hunting Island's1.08

million visitors thispast
fiscal year rankedsecond
onlyto MyrtleBeach State
Park,which drewalmost

1.5 million,state parks
spokeswoman DawnDaw­
son­House said.The next
most visitedpark was
Huntington Beach inMur­
rells Inlet,which drewhalf
as manyvisitors asHunt­
ingIsland.
"We'renot talking

about a beachjustserving
locals," said RobbWells,
tourismdirector for the
Beaufort Regional Cham­
berof Commerce. "We're
talking about abeach that

serves the state....That is
ourbattle cry."
'Little Blue,'oneof

Hunting Island's last cot­
tages, stillfightingagainst
the sea
Nov. 28,2015 When

"LittleBlue," oneof Hunt­
ingIsland's last cottages,
disappears, it willalso
markthe endof an erafor
Beaufort County.

JAY KARRjkarr@islandpacket.com

BeacherosionhasleftthisHuntingIsland cabinstanding
out intheocean onits pilingsinthisphototakenin2015
nearthetimeof lowtide.
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N.C.bathroom law a'double­edged sword'forSouthCarolina
BY CASSIE COPE

ccope@thestate.com

SouthCarolina could
benefit fromthe falloutfrom
NorthCarolina's contro­
versial bathroomlaw, S.C.
businessleaders say.
Companiesopposed to

discriminatory laws could
look morefavorably on
SouthCarolina, leaders say.
However, theimpact of

the proposal isa"double­
edged sword,"saidLancas­
ter CountyAdministrator
Steve Willis.
Thatis because the S.C.

bordercounties that align
with Charlottefor economic
development couldbehurt
bybusinesses pulling outor
canceling their expansion
plansin theQueen City, he
said.
'PUTS SOUTH CAROLINA
INAGOODPLACE'
Industries that arelooking

toexpand inthe United
Statesare lookingat the
N.C. law–abanonpeople
usingpublic bathrooms
other thanfor thesex desig­
natedon their birthcertif­
icates–tosee whereastate
stands,saidS.C. Chamber
ofCommerce PresidentTed
Pitts.
"That onlyputs South

Carolinainagoodplace
goingforward oneconomic

development projects,"said
Pitts,aformer chiefof staff
toS.C. Gov. NikkiHaley.
The S.C.Chamber and

RepublicanHaley both
opposedasimilar S.C. pro­
posal.
Finalefforts topass that

bathroomban,sponsored by
stateSen.Lee Bright,R­
Spartanburg, failed earlier
this month.
"This is justnot some­

thing that'saproblem,"
Pitts said, adding,"It's a
proposal that would beun­
enforceable."
The backlash inNorth

Carolina and, earlier,
against Georgia–where
legislators passed areligious
freedom proposal, criticized
by someas anti­gay,sub­
sequently vetoed–made it
clear that asimilarproposal
would have an impacton
S.C. jobs, Pitts said.
South Carolinais at the

top ofthe listfor economic
development projects, Pitts
said.But, if aproposal like
Bright's were adopted, it
would take SouthCarolina
out ofthat position, he add­
ed.
'SOUTHCAROLINA HAS
BEENEATING NORTH

CAROLINA'S LUNCH'
The stateCommerce

Department would notdis­
cuss whetherthere has been
aspike in economic devel­
opment interest inSouth
Carolina sincethe North
Carolina controversy.
"The S.C.Department of

Commerce neithercom­
ments norissues dataon
projectsthat we mayor may
not beactivelyworking,"
saidspokeswoman Adrienne
Fairwell.
ButSouth Carolinareg­

ularlycompetes with North
Carolina andGeorgiafor
new jobs.
Lastyear,Volvo Cars

decided tobuildan auto
plant inBerkeley County
after narrowingits selection
toSouth Carolinaand Geor­
gia.
SouthCarolina alsohas

competedwith its northern
borderstate.
"South Carolinahas been

eatingNorthCarolina's
lunchas faras economic
development isconcerned
foryears," saidstate Sen.
GregGregory, R­Lancaster.
NorthCarolina­based

companiesthat have opened
acrossthe borderinSouth
Carolinainclude RedVen­

tures, amarketing and sales
companythat expanded its
S.C. headquartersinIndian
LandinNovember.
Lastmonth,Lash Group, a

patient supportservices
company, held aribbon
cutting forits new Fort Mill
headquarters, whichmoved
fromCharlotte.

'BUTIT COULD HURT US'
Since LancasterCounty

borders NorthCarolina, and
Willis, the county adminis­
trator, saidfalloutfromthe
controversy couldgo either
way.
"It couldhelp us, butit

could hurtus," Willissaid.
None ofthe companies

that Lancaster Countycur­
rently is workingwith have
saidthey are interestedin
Lancaster because they are
upset with NorthCarolina's
new bathroom law, Willis
said.
But, if acompany isnot

going toconsider theChar­
lotte regionbecause of the
bathroom law, that means
Lancaster alsomight not be
considered.
"We'll never knowhow

much it mayhurtus," Willis
said.
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Farm­aid veto
a bad idea
Earlierthis month, the

General Assemblypassed a
bill togive$40million to
farmersfor relief. The votes
weren't close. Nearthe end of
April, a billpassed inthe
Senate byavoteof 33­3.The
bill sailedthroughthe House
onMay 4 byavote of85­2.
Thatmakes the chances of
overridingavetogood, but
(Gov. Nikki) Haley doesn't
care.
She saidearlythis week

that she wouldveto the bill
because "it wouldbe wrongto
bailout the farmerswhen we
can't bailoutsmall business­
es,when we can'tbailout
homeowners."
But farmersaren't your

ordinary businessmen. Every
year they riskmost of what
they have against natural
forces that theycan't control.
Sometimes theydon't get
enough rain.Lastyear,they
gottoo much. …
Failing tohelpsustain the

state's agriculture industry
couldmean notonly that
many farmerscouldgo out of
business but alsothat many
potential youngfarmers will
bediscouraged from under­
taking therisks of farming in
the firstplace.

–MorningNews
Florence
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