
Palmetto Breezeturns
intoshuttle tosafety
BY REBECCA LURYE
rlurye@islandpacket.com
HelenMasters tookalotof

phonecalls onWednesday.
From theBluffton headquar­

tersof PalmettoBreeze Transit,
sheanswered an ever­ringing
phoneto tell BeaufortCounty's
residentswhere they couldgo to
beevacuated ahead ofHurri­
caneMatthew, what shelters
they'd beheadingto, who they
couldcall tohang on totheir

dogor cat, and whatwould
happen ifthey missed thebus.
The answers were avariation of
the same theme: "Blessyour
heart," Masterswould say.
"Don't panic. It's goingtobe
OK, baby."
Hour after hour,callers with

noride orno placetogo learned
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there weredozens ofpick­
uplocations fromLady's
Island toHilton Head;
there wasroom for thou­
sands ofpeople inshelters
fromRidgeland toHamp­
ton;kind­hearted animal
control employeeswere
takingin animalsfor the
duration ofthe storm; and
ifyou missthe bus,it'll
come around again.
Masters, alongtime

dispatcher, even talkedto
oneman whowas very,
very upsetwith Gov. Nikki
Haley,who ordered the
mandatory evacuationof
all coastalcounties on
Tuesday afternoon ahead
of thestorm, whichhas
devastated Haitiand is
expected toremainaCat­
egory2by thetime it
strikesthe Lowcountryon
Saturday.
"Oh," shesaidafter

hanging up,"he is not
happythat there is nota
BeaufortCounty shelter.
Butif I onlyhave one
person turning mein,
that's pretty good."
For Masters, and most

Palmetto Breeze employ­
ees, Wednesday wasa
first­time experienceas­

sisting an evacuation. Still,
bythe endof the day,the
fleet ofeight buses and10
vans managed toevacuate
about 100 people inneed.
Most weretakento Ridge­
land­Hardeeville High
School, which hasbeen
converted toan American
Red Crossshelter.
One driver, Tyrone

Drayton, saidit washum­
bling tohelp peoplefrom
all walksof life.
On hisrounds ofHilton

HeadonWednesday, he
evacuated Spanish­speak­
ingfamilies from Cordillo
Courts,international
workersfor the island's
touristspots,locals trying
tomake their way tofam­
ily inHampton anda
homelessman who'd
spent the pastmonth in
the hospitalwith pneumo­
nia andabroken leg.
The international con­

tingent­agroup ofFil­
ipino internsevacuating
fromHilton Head Resort
­were even moresur­
prised bythe experience.
"Where there'sahurri­

canein thePhilippines, we
don't dolikethis," said

20­year­old John Aureus,
who works atSalty Dog
Cafeand arrivedonthe
island twomonths ago.
"We stay inthehouse."
The group'sadvice to

SouthCarolinians, so
unusedtothe Category 2
conditions barrelingto­
wardus?
"Stay safe,"Aureus

said."Andpray! I have my
rosaryinmypocket."
Someone at HolyFamily

Catholic Churchmust
have had somethingsimi­
lar inmind.Eachchild
who boardedaPalmetto
Breeze evacuation van at
the PopeAvenuepick­up
spot hadbeen given a
small card with apicture
of OurLady ofGuadalupe.
One littlegirl dressed in

amermaid T­shirtabsent­
mindedly flipped thecard­
board around as they
droveto HiltonHead
Island Airport, thestaging
area forassisted evac­
uations insouthern Beau­
fortCounty.
Inthe next seat over,

her olderbrother and
sisterdraped their plush
blanket over their laps and

held tighttothe bagsthat
contained their snacks:
Halloween candy,Gold­
fishand PopTarts.
And for entertainment,

"We broughtmymom's
phone, so that hasgames
init,"10­year­old Katie
Moralessaid.
Like severalfamilies

evacuating from thesouth
end ofthe island,the
Moralesfamily doesn't
have a car.So that morn­
ing, they'd hoistedtheir
belongings offthe floor in
case of flooding,packed
bagsfor at least three days
inashelter andwentout­
side towait for the bus.

Lurye: 843­706­8155,
@IPBG_Rebecca
.......................................................

Findingshelter
Thefollowingfourshelters
have acombinedcapacity of
morethan4,000 people.
ContacttheAmericanRed
Crossformoreinformation.

Colleton County

A ColletonCounty Middle
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School,1739 Mighty Cougar
Drive,Walterboro

Hampton County

AEstillHigh andMiddle

School,1450Columbia
Highway North,Estill

AHampton Elementary

School, 505 S.HooverSt.,
Hampton

Jasper County

A Ridgeland North

Campus,250JaguarTrail,
Ridgeland
.......................................................

''OH,HEISNOTHAPPYTHATTHEREISNOTABEAUFORTCOUNTYSHELTER.
BUTIFIONLYHAVEONEPERSON
TURNINGMEIN,THAT'SPRETTYGOOD.
HelenMasters,alongtime dispatcher

REBECCALURYE rlurye@islandpacket.com

KatieMorales, right, takes aPalmettoBreeze bustoevacuate from
HiltonHead Island.
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REBECCALURYE rlurye@islandpacket.com

PalmettoBreezeTransit employees,righttoleft,Jessica Johnson, YazminWinston­Black
andLauraAtkinsonworktoanswercallsWednesday andplanevacuationassistance
fromthesystem'sBluffton headquartersaheadofHurricaneMatthew.
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Important hurricane information
Coast RTA providing buses to help with evacuation of coastal areas
In the event of a mandatory evacuation, Coast

RTA will provide free transportation to evacuation
shelters.
Pick­up locations include Inlet Square Mall; Wal­

Mart Highway 544; Coastal Grand Mall; Myrtle

Beach Helping Hand 1411 Mr. Joe White Avenue,
Myrtle Beach; Myrtle Beach Street Reach 1005
Osceola Street, Myrtle Beach; Myrtle Beach Transfer
Center 10th Avenue North & Oak Street, Myrtle
Beach; Food Lion 79th Avenue North & Kings

Highway; Myrtle Beach Mall 10177 North Kings
Highway; and Wal­Mart Gator Hole Plaza North
Myrtle Beach.
To find the evacuation location closest to you con­

tact Coast RTA Customer Service at 843­488­0865.

Storm prompts closings of government, schools
By executive order of South

Carolina Governor Nikki Haley,
all Horry County Government's
offices, and all circuit/family
and magistrates courts are
closed Wednesday, October 5,
through Friday, October 7,
2016.
Although county offices were

mandated to close, almost 60
to 70 percent of Horry County's
workforce are deemed "essen­
tial" employees and will be
working to support the Horry
County Emergency Operations
Center, the potential evacua­
tion of Horry County and the
needs of our citizens and local
businesses.
The Myrtle Beach

International Airport will
remain open. People are
encouraged to check with their
airlines on flight status
throughout the rest of the week
and this weekend.
The Horry County Planning

Commission meeting sched­
uled for Thursday, October 6,
has been rescheduled for Oct.
13, at 5:30 p.m.
Horry County Schools will be

closed Wednesday through
Friday, in anticipation of
severe weather conditions with
the arrival of Hurricane
Matthew. The three­day clo­

sure applies to students and
employees and all school­relat­
ed events. Please refer to
www.scemd.org for storm
updates, emergency prepared­
ness, and resources for evacua­
tion.
As a reminder, Monday,

October 10 is noted as a holi­
day for students and a work­
day for teachers. Oct. 10 will
not be a make­up day for stu­
dents. HCS will monitor the
development and impact of the
storm and provide more infor­
mation as it becomes available.
Coastal Carolina University

and Horry­Georgetown
Technical college have also
canceled classes for the
remainder of the week.
Several banks in Horry

County have also announced
they will be closed through
next Monday.
Horry County administration

wants citizens to know whether
they are in an evacuation zone
before an evacuation is called..
According to the information

issued by the county, Zone A
includes all areas east of US 17
Business (Kings Hwy) up to the
intersection of US 17 Bypass, and
all areas east of US 17 to the
northern county line.
Zone B includes all areas south

of SC 707 and Longwood Drive
including all areas in Longwood
Plantation to the Waccamaw
River and all areas east of US 17
Bypass (Mark Garner Hwy) to US
17 (North Kings Hwy) and all
areas east of US 17 to the north­
ern county line.
Zone C includes all areas

between US 701 South and SC
544 south of Brown's Chapel
Avenue and SC 814, plus all areas
east of SC 31 (Carolina Bays
Parkway) to SC 90 and all areas
east of SC 90 to US 17 north to
the county line.
Horry County evacuates for

storm surge, not for wind, mean­

ing that locations prone to flood­
ing due to storm surge would be
included in an evacuation. The
county asks that those in mobile
homes, campers, or flood prone
areas also evacuate for storms.

Evacuation
routes change
according to
your location
Horry County asks that those

evacuating be familiar with their
evacuation routes before any
evacuation orders are issued.
For residents north of

Briarcliffe Acres, the evacuation
route is to take SC 9 north to
Interstate 95 and beyond.
Residents in Briarcliffe Acres

and those south to 10th Avenue
North in Myrtle Beach should
take SC 22 (Conway Bypass) to US
501 to Marion, after which they
will take US 76 to Florence to
access Interstate 95 southbound
or stay on US 501 to SC 38 to
access Interstate 95 northbound.
Myrtle Beach residents

between 10th Avenue North and
Myrtle Beach International
Airport should take US 501 to
Conway, then take either US 378
to Columbia or continue on US
501 to Marion.
Those south of Myrtle Beach

International Airport south to
Surfside Beach should take SC
544 to US 501 in Conway, then
proceed to either Columbia or
Florence using the aforemen­
tioned routes.
Those living south of Surfside

Beach should take US 17 South
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through Georgetown, then take
US 521 to SC 261. From SC 261
they should take US 378 to
Columbia. Alternately, they may
take US 17 south to US 701 in

Georgetown to SC 51, then to US
378 in Kingsburg.
Residents in Evacuation Zone C

should use the closest available
evacuation route.
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Hurricane Matthew may not impact
Horry County as hard as once predicted
BY STEVE ROBERTSON
STEVE.ROBERTSON@
MYHORRYNEWS.COM
Horry County and the

Grand Strand may have
dodged a bullet.
After devastating parts

of Haiti and Cuba as a cat­
egory 4 storm, Hurricane
Matthew began tracking
eastward Wednesday and
apparently will not strike
this area as was once
feared.
According to WMBF's

weather team, Matthew
will make its closest ap­
proach to the Grand
Strand as a category 2 hur­
ricane, staying roughly 100
miles offshore.
As it approaches South

Carolina, the storm is ex­
pected to make a dramatic
turn eastward.
The primary impact to

the area, if the hurricane
follows the predicted path,
could be heavy rains Fri­
day and Saturday. Accord­
ing to WMBF, winds as
high as 60 mph could be
experienced along coastal
areas of Horry County.
Horry County officials

said Wednesday lane re­
versals on U.S. 501 and
S.C. 544 will not be neces­
sary.
Tuesday, S.C. Gov. Nikki

Haley ordered the evacua­

tion of Charleston and
Beaufort counties begin­
ning at 3 p.m. Wednesday.
A day after declaring a

state of emergency, Gov.
Nikki Haley said Horry and
Georgetown county resi­
dents should be prepared
to evacuate Thursday
morning.
Local schools, county

government offices and
magistrate and family
courts were closed
Wednesday and will be
again Thursday and Fri­
day. Schools will also be
closed Monday in obser­

vance of Columbus Day.
"This is something that

we want to take very seri­
ously as we go forward,"
Haley said.
The mandatory evacua­

tion will affect a section of
the county called Zone A,
which includes all areas
east of U.S. 17 Business
(Kings Highway) up to the
intersection with U.S. 17
and then all areas east of
U.S. 17 to the northern
county line.
Storm trackers caution

that Hurricane Matthew
could make an unexpected

MATTHEW, A3

Matthew:
Remains a
category 3 storm
FROM A1

change in direction. See
pages A8 and A9 in today's
Horry Independent for
more information about
the approaching storm.
Matthew remains a Cate­

gory 3 storm, down from a
Category 4 hurricane hours
earlier, though some slight
strengthening is expected
in coming days. Forecast­
ers say it will be moving
across the Bahamas
through Thursday and is
expected to be very near
Florida's east coast by
Thursday evening.
At one time, forecasters

believed Matthew could
make landfall near the Lit­

tle River area.
Staples like bread, milk

and canned goods were in
high demand at supermar­
kets. Some shortages were
reported.
Also, many gas stations

had sold out of fuel be 8
p.m. Tuesday.
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JIMMY LEE / THE HORRY INDEPENDENT

South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley mobilized the National
Guard and ordered schools along the coast to close ahead
of Hurricane Matthew's approach.

ROBERT ANDERSON / THE HORRY INDEPENDENT

Traffic, including a large number of campers left the Grand Strand early yesterday as Hurricane Matthew made its way closer to the United States.
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Strand bracing for Hurricane Matthew
FROM STAFF REPORTS
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County residents are
being urged to prepare for Hurri­
cane Matthew.
Gov. Nikki Haley on Tuesday

declared a state of emergency
and issued an evacuation order
for South Carolina's coastal coun­
ties, including Horry. Schools will
be closed Thursday and Friday as
well as county government of­
fices.
"This is something that we

want to take very seriously as we
go forward," Haley said.
Matthew was a category 4

storm on Tuesday, but local me­
teorologists project it will be a
category 2 or 3 hurricane by the
time it reaches the Grand Strand

around 8 a.m. Saturday.
WMBF, the Chronicle's news

partner, reported the storm
would make landfall between Lit­
tle River and Carolina Beach,
though rain and wind from
Matthew would affect the entire
Grand Strand.
"With a track closer to the

coast, locally heavy rain may be a
threat from late Friday through
Saturday," WMBF reported. "With
the closer track, flooding is now a
concern. Rain amounts along the
immediate coast of 8­10 inches
with 5­7 inches inland. This rain­
fall forecast is conservative based
on what we know right now,
and will most likely change."

In a news release, county offi­
cials said Matthew poses "a sig­
nificant threat" to the area and
they have been in discussions
with state emergency manage­
ment authorities monitoring the
storm's progress.
County officials are insisting

that residents pay attention to
the area's evacuation zones.
Zone A: All areas east of U.S. 17

Business (Kings Highway), up to
the intersection with U.S. 17 and
then all areas east of U.S. 17 to
the northern county line.
Zone B: All areas south of S.C.

707 and Longwood Drive,

HURRICANE, A3

HURRICANE, FROM A1
including all areas in Longwood Plantation
(Blackmoor) to the Waccamaw River and
all areas east of U.S. 17 Bypass (Mark Gar­
ner Highway) to U.S. 17
Zone C: All areas between U.S. 701 and

S.C. 544, south of Brown's Chapel Avenue
and Highway 814, plus all areas east of S.C.
31 (Carolina Bays Parkway) to S.C. 90 and all
areas east of S.C. 90 to U.S. 17 to the north­
ern county line.
Officials are also asking mobile home resi­

dents and people living in flood­prone areas
to evacuate.
Those evacuating can follow several

routes:
• Evacuees north of Briarcliffe Acres can

take S.C. 9 north to I­95.
• Those living between Briarcliffe Acres

and 10th Avenue North in Myrtle Beach can
take S.C. 22 to U.S. 501 to S.C. 38 to I­95.
• Evacuees between 10th Avenue North

and Myrtle Beach International Airport can
take U.S. 501 to Conway. They may then take
U.S. 378 to Columbia or stay on U.S. 501 and
continue to S.C. 38 and I­95.
• Evacuees between Myrtle Beach Interna­

tional Airport and Surfside Beach can take
S.C. 544 to Conway or U.S. 501.
• South Strand evacuees can take Garden

City Beach U.S.
17 south through Georgetown. They can

then take U.S. 521 to S.C. 261 to U.S. 378 to
Columbia. They may also take U.S. 17 south
to U.S. 701 in Georgetown to S.C. 51 and U.S.
378 at Kingsburg.
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AUGUST DITTBENNER | THE CHRONICLE
Joe Hill, Horry County's newest police chief, was sworn in last week.
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HURRICANEMATTHEW

Nearly2Malong coast
urged to evacuate
BY MIKE SCHNEIDER
AND KELLI KENNEDY
Associated Press
MELBOURNE BEACH, FLA.

Hurricane Matthewmarched
toward Florida, Georgiaand the
Carolinas andnearly2million
peoplealong thecoast were
urged toevacuatetheir homes
Wednesday, a massexodus
ahead ofamajorstorm packing
powerthe U.S. hasn'tseen in
morethan adecade.
Matthewwas adangerous and

life­threatening Category 3
storm with sustainedwinds of
120mph asit passedthrough
the Bahamas, andit was expect­
ed tobevery nearFlorida's
Atlantic coastby Thursday eve­
ning. Atleast 16deaths inthe
Caribbean have beenblamed on
the storm,with heavydamage
reportedinHaiti.
Aftermoving pastHaiti, Mat­

thew rolledacross acorner of
Cuba andthenbegan pounding
the southern Bahamaswith
winds of120 mphandheavy
rainonacourse expectedto
take it nearthecapital city of
Nassau.
The storm wasforecast to

scrape muchof the Floridacoast
andany slight deviation could
meanlandfall or it heading
farther outtosea. Eitherway, it
was goingtobeclose enoughto
wreak havoc alongthe lower
partof the EastCoast, and
many peopleweren't taking any
chances.
InMelbourne Beach,nearthe

Kennedy SpaceCenter, Carlos
andApril Medina movedtheir
paddle board andkayak inside
the garageand tookpictures off

the wallsof their home about
500feet fromthe coast. They
moved thepool furnitureinside,
turnedoff the water,discon­
nectedall electrical appliances
andemptied their refrigerator.
They thenhopped inatruck

filled with legaldocuments,
jewelry andadecorativecarved
shell that hadonce belonged to
April Medina'sgreat­grand­
father andheaded west toOr­
lando, where theyplanned to
rideout thestorm with their
daughter'sfamily.
"The waywe seeit, ifit main­

tains its currentpath, weget
tropicalstorm­strength winds.If
it makes alittle shift totheleft,
it couldbeaCategory2or 3and
I don'twant tobeanywhere
nearit," CarlosMedina said.
"We arejust beingalittlesafe, a
littlebit more cautious."
About 20miles awayinthe

town ofCape Canaveral, John
Long saidHurricaneMatthew is
justhype as hisneighborsinhis
RV parkpacked up andevacuat­
ed inland. Eventhough his32­
footRV isjust feetfrom the
BananaRiver andahalf mile
fromthe beach, hehad noplans
toleave.
Long,who ownsabikeshop

andhas lived alongthe Space
Coastfor 30 years,saidhe hasa
generator andenough foodand
water for himself andhis catsto
last aweek.
"There'salways tremendous

buildup, andthenit's nostron­
ger thanan afternoon thunder­

storm," hesaid."I'm notantici­
pating that much damage."
The last Category 3storm or

higher tohitthe United States
was WilmainOctober 2005. It
made landfallwith 120 mph
winds insouthwest Florida,
killingfive peopleas it pushed
through theEverglades andinto
the FortLauderdale and Palm
Beach area.It causedan esti­
mated $21 billionindamage
and leftthousands ofresidents
without powerfor morethan a
week. Itconcludedatwo­year
span whenarecord eight hurri­
canes hitthe state.
As of 5p.m. Wednesday, Mat­

thew wascentered about 400
milessoutheast of WestPalm
Beach andmoving northwest,
according tothe National Hurri­
caneCenter. Hurricane­force
winds extended45miles from
the center.
"When ahurricane is forecast

totake atrack roughlyparallel
toacoastline,as Matthewis
forecast todofromFlorida
throughSouth Carolina, it be­
comes very difficult tospecify
impacts atanyone location,"
saidNational HurricaneCenter
forecaster Lixion Avila.
Florida canexpect as much as

10 inches ofraininsome areas.
InSouth Carolina, Gov. Nikki

Haley reversedthe lanes of
Interstate 26 sothat alllanes of
trafficwere headed west and
out ofCharleston. Itwas the
firsttime thelanes had been
reversed.Plans toreverse the
lanes were putin placeafter
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hours­long trafficjams during
Hurricane Floydin1999.
The governor plannedtocall

for moreevacuations onThurs­
day, whichwould bringthe total
toabout 500,000people inthe
state.Florida urged or ordered
about 1.5 million toleave the
coast,saidJackie Schutz,
spokeswoman forGov. Rick
Scott.Georgia hadaround
50,000peopletold togo.

AtFolly Beach, S.C.,south­
west of Charleston,Gaby
Trompeter loaded hercarto
evacuate toAugusta,Ga. A year
ago when afloodinundated the
statethere was so muchwater
onthe roadnearher house she
couldn't get outfor three days.
"Ifit brings alotof rain,more

thanthe storm last year,why
would I wanttostay?"she said.
PresidentBarack Obama

visited theFederal Emergency
Management Agency'shead­
quartersWednesday tobe
briefed onpreparations. FEMA
hasdeployed personneltoemer­
gency operationcentersinFlor­
ida, Georgia,South Carolina
and NorthCarolina.It's also
positioning commodities and
othersupplies at FortBragg in
NorthCarolina andinAlbany,
Ga.

CRAIG LENIHAN AP

Landscapersridealongastretch ofroad that's partiallyflooded fromrain triggered by thearrival of HurricaneMatthewinNassau,Bahamas, onWednesday.
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BRUCELIPSKY AP

RobEmahiser,top, andKenneth
Bonnof Jacksonville Beach
Ocean Rescueshutterthe
lifeguardstationonWednesday.
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'GREATEST SIGNLANGUAGEGUYEVER'

Meet Gov. Haley's
interpreter forthe deaf
BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com
COLUMBIA

You may have seen him
ontelevision or the in­
ternet –standing nextto
Gov. Nikki Haley and
other S.C. officials this
weekas they discussHur­
ricane Matthew­his
handsand armsmoving in
rapid, calculated motions.
Jason Hurdich, anation­

ally certified deafinter­
preter,hasbeen sharing
with deaf S.C.residents
what theyneed toknow
about the approaching
storm andthe state's
plans.
The Charleston­based

counselor forthe State
Agency of Vocational
Rehabilitation –who once
interpreted for President
Barack Obama–has cre­
atedsome buzzonTwitter
frompeople watching
Haley'snews conference.
"NikkiHaley hasthe

GREATEST SIGN LAN­
GUAGE GUY EVER!"one
tweeterwrote.
Another tweetsaid

Hurdichupstaged Haley:
"Thesign languageinter­
preter isthe best partof
Nikki Haley'spresscon­
ference," andadding his
facial expressionswere
hot –expressed bythree
flame emojis.
Hurdichis anewcomer

tothe Palmetto State.
The New YorkCity

nativemoved toChar­
leston onlytwomonths
ago.
"I'manewbie tothe

state.Ilove it. It'sabeau­
tifulstate.People areso
friendly," Hurdich, who
was born deaf,told The
Statethrough interpreter
Shonna Magee,with
whom heworks at Voca­
tional Rehabilitation.
Hurdichsaidhe didnot

expect tobecome partof
the storythis week, add­
ingheis a humbleguy
who ishappyjust tohelp
get information tothe
peoplewho needit.
"My jobis notabout

me,"hesaid."It's about
the stateandwhat they
needand the governor
needs. I'mjust givingthat
information andinterpret­
ingit tothe deaf citizens
of SouthCarolina."
Inhis everyday low­

profilestate gig,Hurdich
counselsthe deaf and
hard ofhearing.
Havingworked with the

deaf formore than20
years,Hurdich saidhe
finds thecounseling re­
warding. He appreciates
"reallyseeing deafpeople
succeedand knowthat
they candoanything ex­
cept hear,"he said.

BecauseHurdich cannot
hearwhat Haley andother
stateofficials are saying
about the state's hurricane
plans, Magee sitsinfront
of him,listeningtoHaley
andothers speak,and
thensigning that informa­
tion toHurdich.He then
reinterprets the informa­
tion foradeaf audience.
"Interpreting work is

not easy,"he said."It's
hard work."
Butsometimes it alsois

exciting, like whenhe
interpreted for Obama,
who wascampaigning in
Florida, hesaid."When
youget tointerpret for the
president, it's an honor.
It's an honorbecause
you're also servingyour
country."

JamieSelf: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself
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JEFFREY COLLINS AP

JasonHurdich,anationallycertifieddeaf interpreter,conveysthe informationas Gov.
NikkiHaleyannouncesevacuationplansTuesday aheadofHurricaneMatthrew.
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HURRICANEMATTHEW

Columbiaplays hostto
evacueesfrom coast
The Capital Cityis a maindestination forthousands

of evacuees fromSouth Carolina'scoast. Restaurants,
bars andattractions expect tosee abig spike in
business astheS.C. LowcountrymovestotheMidlands.

BY JEFF WILKINSON
jwilkinson@thestate.com
COLUMBIA SC
Alexand StefanyMarks

andtheir three children
left Beaufortat 9a.m.
Wednesdayand arrivedat
the Chapinhome of Stefa­
ny's parents atabout 1
p.m., takingback roads all
the way.
The Markses expect to

beinthe areauntil at least
Saturday, whenAlex, a
pastor at FirstScots Pres­
byterianChurch, has to
decide whether tohave
Sunday services.While
they arehere they planto
attend the Orangeburg
CountyFair, ifpossible, go
toamovieandvisitRiver­
banks Zoo.
They are notalone.

Aboutahalf­millionpeo­
ple across theentire coast
are expectedtoevacuate
the SouthCarolina coast
inadvance ofHurricane
Matthew.And many will
beguests offriends, fam­
ily,hotels and shelters in
the CapitalCity.
"Allyour crazycousins

are comingtotown,"
Marks said."Ifyou have
tobestuck somewhere,
Columbia isn't abad place
tobe."
Gov. Nikki Haley on

Wednesday ordered the
evacuation firstof Beau­
fortand Charlestoncoun­
ties. Thatstarted inear­
nest mid­afternoon. And
Horry Countywill evac­

uate Thursday. Haley
called foreveryone to
move100 milesinland.
That's Columbia.And

the CapitalCity, now
expected tobeminimally
impacted bythe storm,is
preparingtohost a hurri­
caneparty.
"Basicallywehavethe

reverseoftheentiresum­
merpackedintothree
days,"saidattorneyKyle
Michel,aboardmemberof
FirstThursdays,amonthly
openhouseandfestival
heldupanddownMain
Street."Insteadofthe
wholestategoingtothe
beachsometimeinJune,
JulyorAugust,wehavethe
wholecoastcoming(here)
fortheweekend."
Michelsaidthe Main

Street merchantscon­
templated cancelingthe
eventbut decided togo
ahead anyway,as rough
weather isnot supposed to
arrive beforeFriday.
"We haven'tprojected

whether wewill have a
crush ofpeople down
here, but wemight," he
said.
Restaurants andbars

are expectingbig business
this weekend, especiallyif
University ofSouth Car­
olinaofficialsdecide to go
forwardwith the USC­
Georgiafootball game,
which nowlooks likely.
"Alotofpeoplewillbe

comingtotownandstaying
withfriendsandrelatives,"
saidRyanDukes,who
ownstheColumbialand­
markrestaurantBlueMar­
linwithhisfather,Bill.
Gail Hawkins, Woody

Jones andhis servicedog
Chinadoll arrivedinCo­
lumbiafromCharleston
around 1 a.m., Wednes­
day, afterspending about
six hoursinstop­and­go
trafficon Interstate26.
Hawkins, anurse, said

her employerVibra Hospi­
tal ofCharleston, senther
toaccompany patients
that have been transferred
toContinued Care at
Palmetto Health Baptist
Hospital inColumbia.
Hawkinssaidshestrug­

gledtofindahotelthrough
theweekendbecausetoo
manyroomsarealready
bookedfortheUSC­Geor­
giafootballgame.
Joeand KaylaPenta met

their friends Derek King
andCallie Campbell when
they adoptedpuppies from
the same litter.On
Wednesday, the Pentas
are hostingthe couple,
who areleaving their
NorthCharleston home in
anticipationof Hurricane
Matthew.
They planto stay infor

aquiet dinner beforeDe­
rek andCallie driveonto
Asheville. ButJoePenta,
area managerfor Marco's

Pizza, saidheexpects a lot
of businessfor Columbia's
barsand restaurants.
"We'realreadybusier

thanwe wouldbe," he
saidat about 2p.m.
Wednesday at thechain's
RosewoodDrive store.
"There aregoing tobea
lotof peopleout doing
things, trying toput their
worriesaside."
Columbia's movie

houses are almostanat­
ural drawfor localsand
their out­of­townguests.
The Nickelodeon Theat­

re,weather permitting,
will opentwo popular
films onFriday, according
toKristin Morris, market­
ingmanager: "TheBirth
of aNation," depicting the
efforts of aliterate slave,
Nat Turner, tolead are­
volt, andthe documen­
tary, "Cameraperson,"the
film memoir of world
photographer Kirsten
Johnson.
"Ifthere is badweather,

people dowanttogo to
the movies,"Morris said.
"As longaswe are open
andwe've got power,I
would anticipatethat we
would probably seesome
crowds."
Somepeople seethe

stall fromthe weather asa
prime opportunityto visit
the localzoo.By 2:30
Wednesday afternoon,
3,000guests had gone
through theturnstiles at
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Riverbanks Zoo,according
toSusan O'Cain, thezoo's
public relations manager.
The normal expected

drawfor aday in themid­
dle of theweek inOctober
is about 1,000visitors,
O'Cainsaid.
Riverbanks Zoo,widely

acclaimed asthe most
popular touristattraction
inSouth Carolina, fielded
numerous inquiriesearly
Wednesday viaFacebook
asking if thepark would
beopen, O'Cain said.
RiverbanksZoonormal

operatinghoursare9a.m.
to5p.m.,sevendaysa

week.Theparkwillremain
openaslongasweather
permits,O'Cainsaid.
Pets also occupy ahigh

placeon thelistwhen it
comes tonew arrivals in
town.
AtShandon­Wood Ani­

mal Clinic nearMelrose
Heights, callswere com­
inginfrom thecoast on
Wednesday insearch of
boarding space."We're
fully booked for large
breed dogs,"said Mary
Tresca Hoefer,which is an
abnormality for anon­
holidayweek, she said.
Thesameheldtrueat

ElamAnimalHospitalon

ForestDrive."Ourboard­
ingisveryfilledup,"said
ChelseaWilliams."We'rea
fullhousethisweekend."

State staffersRoddie
Burris, Cynthia Roldan
and Avery Wilks
contributed.

''IFYOUHAVETOBESTUCKSOMEWHERE,COLUMBIAISN'TABAD
PLACETOBE.
Alexand StefanyMarks andtheir threechidlrenof
Beaufort,staying withrelatives inColumbia
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HURRICANEMATTHEW

Didn'tfollow theevacuation
orders?You're onyourown
HurricaneMatthew forcedamandatoryevacuationof

Beaufort County beginning Wednesdayafternoon.
Emergency officialsknow somepeople won'tleave.
Here'sthe reality forthosewhodon't.

BY STEPHEN FASTENAU
sfastenau@beaufortgazette.com
Eventhough Hurricane

Matthewforced an
evacuation order for
greaterBeaufort County
andparts of JasperCounty
Wednesday afternoon,
BeaufortCounty emergen­
cyofficials saidthis week
they knoweveryonewon't
leave.
And whilethe evac­

uation is characterizedas
mandatory,officers aren't
going toknockon doors
and forcepeopleout, a
Beaufort CountySheriff's

Office spokesman said.
Butthose who chooseto

stay are ontheir own,
county emergencyoffi­
cialscautioned.
"We'reobviously in­

terested inthe safety of
people hereandgetting
themtoevacuate," Beau­
fortCounty Sheriff'sOf­
fice Capt.Bob Bromage
said.
Duringthe worstof the

storm, firstresponders
might notbeable toim­
mediately reach those who
chooseto stay,Beaufort

CountyEmergency Man­
agement Division com­
manderLt.Col. Neil Bax­
ley said.Calls to911 will
beanswered aslong as
phonesystems are oper­
ational, and namesand
addresses will beplaced in
a queue.
"Atree comesdown

across yourhouse, youare
trappedthere and the
majorhurricane­force
winds areblowing across
Beaufort County,we're

SEEIFYOUSTAY,4A

FROMPAGE3A

IF YOU STAY
not cominguntil the wind
subsides,"Baxley said.
"Because it'sjust asdan­
gerousto us.
"We'renot immuneto

those injuries;we're not
immuneto treesfalling on
patrol carsor ambulanc­
es."
Gov. Nikki Haley said

Wednesday those who
defy the evacuation order
put at riskthe lives of
National Guardsman and
law enforcement. Those
who lack transportation
couldridePalmetto
Breeze buses beginning at

2p.m. Wednesday.
After3p.m., driverswill

nolonger have the option
of howtoleave thearea.
They must follow law
enforcement directions at
trafficcheckpoints along
the way.
Peoplewho don'tleave

should stillbeableto
travel locally, depending
onconditions, Bromage
said.He reiterated that
everyoneshould evacuate.
Baxley saidBeaufort

Countylearned during
Hurricane Floydin1999
that trafficduring an evac­
uation will beexcruciat­

inglyslow.
"We've workedhard to

improve (theprocess), but
ourpopulation has dou­
bled since1999, and we
haven't addedany more
roads," hesaid."We've
widened acouple ofthem
locally, but asthey go
farther inland,it's the
same two­laneroad we
dealtwith in1999.
"Soit's going tobe

slow."

Stephen Fastenau:
843­706­8182,
@IPBG_Stephen
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TRANSPORTATION

Lane reversals, evacuationroutes:
Here'swhat youneed toknow
AsHurricaneMatthew approaches theLowcountry,

theSouth Carolina DepartmentofTransportation will
reversesomelanesonsomehighwaysin aneffort to
make theevacuationsmoother.

BY ERIN HEFFERNAN
eheffernan@islandpacket.com
Here's whatyouneed to

knowabout evacuation
routes andlane reversals
inthe Lowcountryfor
Hurricane Matthew.
Emergency crewsre­

versedlanes ontwo major
BeaufortCounty highways
Wednesday toallow resi­
dents tocomply withGov.
Nikki Haley'scall for all
coastal residentstoevac­
uate inpreparation for
Hurricane Matthew.
Haley calledfor all the

state's coastalresidents to
evacuate andmove100
milesfrom thecoast,be­
ginningwith greater Char­
leston andBeaufort coun­

ties Wednesday afternoon.
Georgetown andHorry
county willbe calledto
evacuate Thursday morn­
ing, Haley said.
The lane reversals will

remain ineffect until
tropicalstorm conditions
hit the area,said Capt.
Bob Bromageof theBeau­
fortCounty Sheriff'sOf­
fice.
AHiltonHead/ Bluff­

ton ­Onelane is re­
versedtocreate three
lanes traveling west on
U.S. 278. Thereversal
begins at the intersection
of SpanishWellsDrive
andends at MossCreek

Village Drive when the
highwayexpands tothree
lanes after the bridgesto
Hilton Head, according to
Wendell Mulligan, with
the S.C. Department of
Transportation Beaufort
office.
Emergency officials

planto keepone laneopen
headingeast, which driv­
ers will beabletouse to
driveback tothe island
duringthe evacuation,
pending conditionsof the
storm, Mulligansaid
Wednesday.
The reversal lane is

approximately twomiles
inlength anddoesnot

continue furtherinto
Bluffton. Bluffton Parkway
will notbe reversed.
Afterdrivers continue

onU.S. 278 throughBluff­
ton,the right lane will exit
at S.C. 170,where the
highwaynarrows totwo
lanes, anddrivers inthat
lane will proceedtoS.C.
462 and eventuallybe
directed toI­95 Northat
Exit 28.The centerand
left lanes will continue on
U.S. 278.
The center lane will

thenbecome theright
lane andwill bedirected
toI­95Northat Exit 8.

SEEROUTES,4A
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ROUTES
The left lane willcontinue
ontoU.S. 278 toHampton
Countyand eventually
NorthAugusta.
Somelane changing

may bepossible on the
evacuation route but could
becomedifficult anddriv­
ers may have tobedi­
vertedaway fromtheir
intended destination,
Mulligan said.
ABeaufort­U.S. 21 is

reversedtocreate three
lanes at U.S. 21 Business
nearthe intersectionwith
ParrisIsland Gateway
until U.S. 17. U.S. 21 isthe

onlyroad with lanerevers­
als innorthernBeaufort
County, according toS.C.
DOT.
The remainingright

lane will bedirectedto
U.S. 17NorthtoS.C. 303
toWalterboro. The left
lane will bedirectedto
U.S. 17South, thentoU.S.
17Alt/U.S.21 toYemassee
andultimately toNorth
Augusta.
ACharlestonto Co­

lumbia ­Afull, four­lane
reversal onI­26inChar­
leston begins at thein­
terchange of I­26and

I­526. The full reversal
continues west until the
I­26crossover toI­77just
outside Columbia inLex­
ingtonCounty.
AHorry County­

Horry Countyhastwo
four­lanereversals: S.C.
544 toU.S. 378and S.C.
22(ConwayBypass) to
S.C. 576nearMarion
County.
All otherroadsnot list­

ed aboveshould have
normal lane directions,
according toS.C. DOT
officials Wednesday.
Lowcountryresidents

were discouraged bythe

governor andfirstrespon­
dersfrom stayinginthe
areaafter Wednesday
afternoon. Thosewho do
stay, however, shouldbe
abletotravel freely inthe
areaduring theevac­
uation. If weathercondi­
tions deteriorate, that is
subject tochangeinthe
coming days,saidBrom­
age ofthe BeaufortCoun­
ty Sheriff's Office.
Comfort stationsare set

upalong theevacuation
routes includingwater and
bathrooms forevacuees,
Haley saidinaWednes­
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day morning pressconfer­
ence.
Most hotel roomsinthe

Midlands werebooked by
Wednesday morning, but
there were stillopenings
inthe Upstate, Haley said.
InGeorgia, Gov. Nathan

Deal issuedastateof
emergencyfor 13 coastal
counties, and residentsof
the state's coastalislands
were urgedto evacuate.
Secretary of Trans­

portation ChristyHall

urgesdrivers touse ex­
treme cautionduring
hurricane conditions,
particularly those using
reversedlanes to evacuate
the coastalareas.
"The usualrulesof the

roadare changed inre­
versedlanes. The revers­
als aredesigned to keep
trafficflowing; however,
traveling speedswill be
slower thannormal. Driv­
ers needtopay extra at­
tention whileinreversed
traffic,"saidHall.

ErinHeffernan:
843­706­8142,
@IPBG_Erinh

''THEREVERSALSAREDESIGNEDTOKEEPTRAFFICFLOWING;HOWEVER,
TRAVELINGSPEEDSWILLBESLOWER
THANNORMAL.
ChristyHall, S.C. Secretaryof Transportation

REBECCA LURYE rlurye@islandpacket.com

Traffic waslightWednesdayeveningas lanesalongU.S.278werereadiedfor theevacuationaheadofHurricane
MatthewinBeaufortCounty.

SC0148 Beaufort Gazette
Page Number: 3Publication Date: 10/06/2016

Lane reversals, evacuationroutes: Here'swhat youneed toknow
BY ERIN HEFFERNAN eheffernan@islandpacket.com
93.46 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Beaufort, SC    Circulation: 11269

Page: 2

65006-10-06_3006.pdf

County: Beaufort



Evacuationbegins, but
where isthetraffic?

Thousands ofBeaufort County residentswereexpected tobegin
evacuatingWednesday inadvanceofHurricaneMatthew, butmany
people appeared tobewaiting.Meteorologistssay thestorm is
likely toreach coastal SouthCarolinalate Friday orearly Saturday,
bringingwith it the potentialfor torrential rains, floodingand
highwinds.

BY LUCASHIGH AND TERESA MOSS
lhigh@islandpacket.com
tmoss@islandpacket.com
U.S. 278on Hilton HeadIs­

landand throughBluffton was
largely vacant onWednesday
evening, even thoughthe high­
way's trafficwas set tobere­
versedfor evacuationsrelated to
Hurricane Matthew.
Gov. Nikki Haley earlierthis

weekordered a 3 p.m.evac­
uation of thecounty ­andas
that deadline approached, mil­
itaryand lawenforcement per­
sonnel were positionedat most
majorintersections alongU.S.
278 andS.C. 170.
Joy Riley,Lowcountry pro­

grammanager for SouthCar­
olinaDepartment of Trans­
portation,saidshe witnessed
first­hand thedifference be­
tweenthe Charleston andBeau­
fortCounty evacuationswhile
driving fromColumbia earlier in
the day.
"It wasapparent peoplewere

leaving Charleston andheading

toward Columbia,"Riley said.
"... I don't knowwhatis happen­
inghere inBeaufort.Idon't
knowif theyleft alreadyor if
they arestill workingontheir
houses."
Capt.Bob Bromage, spokes­

man forthe BeaufortCounty
Sheriff's Office, saidthousands
of peopleleft priorto theofficial
start ofthe evacuation. He said
it is possible manypeople are
watching the trackof thestorm

SEEHURRICANE, 8A

Here's whatyouneed to know
AStoresand businesses acrossBeaufortCounty

were closedon Wednesdayas trafficflow
reversalswere putintoplace tohandlethousands
of evacuees ahead ofHurricane Matthew.

AMeteorologists say the Lowcountry canexpect

to seetheworstwind andstormsurgeimpacts
onSaturday andthrough Saturdaynight.

ABeaufortCounty could see anywhere from4to

15 inches of rain startingThursday eveningand
goingthrough Saturday.

AThe storm batteredHaitiand Cuba,killing at

least11peopleand washingoutroadsand
bridges.The deathtollwas expectedto rise.

MOREINSIDE

A What youneed to

knowabout lane
reversals, 3A
A Will the waterand

power be shutoff?5A
A Meetthe governor's

sign language
interpreter,6A

ONLINE

Visitislandpacket.com
and
beaufortgazette.com
for videos,photos and
thelatestBeaufort
Countystormnews.
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HURRICANE
andseeing that it won'thit
until the weekend.
The worryis that every­

onecouldleave at once
right before thestorm hits,
hesaid.
While driversmay have

put abit ofwear andtear
ontheir brakesduring

stop­and­go trafficnear
the Interstate95inter­
changes, the county's
evacuation was going
smoothly asof late
Wednesday afternoon,
BobKudelka ofthe S.C.
Department of Trans­
portation said.
"Ihaven't heard ofany

major(transportation)
problems," hesaid.
Leading uptothe evac­

uation,area gas stations
soldout offuel and bot­
tledwater flew offgrocery
storeshelves aslocals
either prepared tohightail
it outof town or hunker
down at home.

Manystores andbusi­
nessesshutdown
Wednesday afternoon,but
someowners vowed to
keep their establishments
open aslong aspossible.
DavidMartin, ownerof

the PigglyWiggly storein
Coligny Plaza onHilton
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HeadIsland, saidhe"will
stay open aslong (he) has
the stafftodo it."
"It'sreally not about

making moresales," he
said."We aretrying to
provide aservice."
While the forecastre­

mains uncertain,Beaufort
Countycouldsee four to

10inchesof rainstarting
Thursday evening and
throughSaturday, Nation­
alWeather Servicemeteo­
rologist James Carpenter
saidWednesday.
Meteorologists at the

WeatherChannel are

DREW MARTIN Staff photo

S.C. DOTworkersplacepylonsinaneastbound laneof U.S.278as therecently completedBlufftonFlyoverloomsover thebarren highway. Thepylonswereplacedas partofthe
state's plantoreverse an eastboundlanetoease congestion for thoseevacuatingHiltonHead Island.Crews startedan hour laterthanplanned, butthetrafficnevermaterialized.

predicting10 to15 inches
of rainincoastal partsof

the county.
Carpentersaidthe area

couldsee 100 mphwinds,
life­threatening ripcur­
rents, isolated tornadoes,
torrentialrains andflash
flooding betweenFriday
andSaturday.

Lucas High: 843­706­8128,

@IPBG_Lucas
Teresa Moss:843­706­8152
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