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Bringing them together

SC Republicans attempt unity message at state convention

By MEG KINNARD
Associated Press

COLUMBIA — After a
bruising primary process,
South Carolina Republicans
— with one very notable

exception — are preaching a
message of unity as they rally
behind Donald Trump.

The state’s party faith-
ful gathered Saturday at
their annual convention to

UNITY

Continued from 1A

remain united in their pur-
suit of conservative ideals.
Haley also pledged to veto
next week a bill overwhelm-
ingly approved she said gives
an unfair bailout to the state’s
farmers in the wake of last
fall’s historic flooding.

“I will not support any bail-
out of any industry over any
other industry that suffered
in this 1,000-year flood,
Haley told about 500 people
gathered at the Columbia
Metropolitan Convention
Center. “We do not do bail-
outs in the state of South Car-

NIKKI
HALEY

ounty: Greenwood
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select the rest of the state’s

delegation to the Republi-
can National Convention
in Cleveland in July. But the
state’s top Republican, Gov.
Nikki Haley, didn’t even men-
tion Trump’s name during her
address to convention attend-

ees, opting instead to go after
the Republican-dominated

olina”?

Haley’s state-focused mes-
sage was the outlier at a
politically homogeneous and
otherwise sedate conven-
tion that, until Cruz’s depar-
ture from the race, had been
anticipated as potentially

contentious. But the conven-
tion hall was more than half
empty, with only about 500 of
the nearly 900 seats set aside
for delegates occupied. Some
counties sent no delegates at
all.

At a self-proclaimed “unity
breakfast” hosted before the
convention, Lt. Gov. Henry

Legislature for spending time
and money on projects that
benefit themselves and their
home districts.

Haley — who initially

backed Marco Rubio before
reluctantly saying shed sup-
port Ted Cruz over Trump
— urged what she called the

McMaster told more than a
hundred attendees that the
country has an opportunity
to make sure Republicans
unify behind Donald Trump
as their presumptive nomi-
nee.

“The man is speaking to
the heart of the American
people,” said McMaster, who
was South Carolina’s highest-
ranking elected official to
back Trump, told the group,
standing in front of a banner
reading, “Defeat Hillary! Vote
Trump.” “We're doing the

right things in South Caro-
lina, and we can be a model

state’s true Republicans to

See UNITY, page 4A

More politics

M Trump calls Clinton an
“enabler” in latest comments. SA
M Sanders needs Clinton’s
superdelegates to win nomination.
5A

for the country”

Senior Trump adviser Ed
Brookover said the campaign
appreciated the support from
South Carolina and was
focused toward the general
election.

With regard to Haley’s lack
of mention of the candidate,
Brookover said Trump would
“continue to earn the support
of the American people” and
acknowledged voters who
didn’t initially support Trump
go through their own “pro-
cess”

Page: 1



SC0148 Index-Journal

neWZ Publication Date: 05/08/2016 Page Number: 1
g rpu ps"' Title: Bringing them together

Author: By MEG KINNARD Associated Press

Size: 44 48 column inches

Greenwood, SC Circulation: 16494

HENRY
McMASTER

ounty: Greenwood Page: 2

61021-05-08_1002.pdf



Sun News
Publication Date: 05/07/2016 Page Number: 3

SC0148

newzZ

g rpu psM Title: Trump or bust as S.C. Republicans gather Saturday
Author: BY JAMIE SELF jself@thestate.com
Size: 52.08 column inches

Myrtle Beach, SC Circulation: 61238

Trump or
bust as S.C.
Republicans
gather
Saturday

S.C. GOP will elect delegates to the
Republican National Convention
Trump supporters say S.C.
Republicans coming around
“Hillary Clinton will ... be the great
unifier of the Republican Party,”
GOP operative predicts

BY JAMIE SELF
Jself @thestate.com
COLUMBIA

As S.C. Republicans gather Sat-
urday to elect delegates to July’s
Republican National Convention,
the question is: Will they will back
presumptive nominee Donald
Trump with enthusiasm, reluctance
or sit out the November election?

Until Wednesday, Trump’s S.C.
opponents were hoping to elect
delegates who could swing the
nomination away from the New
York billionaire if he failed to
secure a win on the convention’s
first ballot.

But Trump’s path to the GOP
nomination cleared at midweek,
after U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas
and Ohio Gov. John Kasich with-
drew from the race.

Early S.C. supporters say the
reaction to Trump clinching the
GOP nomination has been enthu-
siastic.

FROM PAGE 3A

TRUMP

“For whatever problems
you have with Donald
Trump, Hillary Clinton is
the alternative,” Whetsell
said, adding that most Re-
publicans will see their

choice as clear.
County: Horry
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Trump’s early S.C. sup-
porters say most Palmetto
State Republicans already
are coming around to The
Donald.

Asked whether he has
received calls from fellow

“I’ve gotten a lot of people ask-
ing if there’s still room on the
Trump train,” said state Rep. Jim
Merrill, who helped run Trump’s
S.C. campaign.

Other reaction has been mixed.

Some S.C. GOP leaders threw
their halfhearted support behind
Trump.

U.S. Reps. Trey Gowdy of Spar-
tanburg, who backed U.S. Sen.
Marco Rubio of Florida, and Jeff
Duncan of Laurens, who endorsed

Cruz, pledged to back the party’s
nominee. But they did so without
naming Trump.

Gov. Nikki Haley - who backed
Rubio and then Cruz, and who has
been critical of Trump - said she
also will back the GOP nominee.

U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham, who
unsuccessfully sought the GOP

nomination, named Trump Friday.

But Graham did so to say he

Republicans who did not
think Trump could win, S.C.
Lt. Gov. Henry McMaster,
who endorsed the New
Yorker before the February
S.C. primary, joked he had.
“Everybody wanted to know

could not support Trump, saying
the bombastic billionaire was not
“a reliable Republican conserva-
tive” and has not “displayed the
judgment and temperament to
serve as commander in chief.”

Despite that rancor, Walter
Whetsell, a Lexington-based GOP
consultant, said it is just a matter
of time before most Republicans
turn their attention to getting
Trump elected.

“It’s going to take a little time,”
Whetsell said. “But I do believe
that, shortly, Hillary Clinton will,
in fact, be the great unifier of the
Republican Party.

SEE TRUMP, 1A

@ norensine

Sen. Lindsey Graham says he won't support
Donald Trump as the Republican presidential
candidate. 8A

how I was such a genius.”

Trump’s success in over-
coming attacks is evidence
of his ability to beat the
eventual Democratic nomi-
nee, supporters say.

“That’s one of the in-
Page: 1
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teresting things about Mr.
Trump’s victory ... it has
been against all odds,”
McMaster said. “I've never
seen such an effort by so
many different people and
organizations against him.
“There have been some
notable party leaders and

notable Republicans who
have expended great energy
in trying to diminish his
chances.”

But, McMaster added,
Trump “has triumphed
magnificently against every-
thing there was - except the
atomic bomb - and now he’s
going to the convention with

County: Horry
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the nomination in hand. It’s
quite a story.”

State Rep. Merrill said,
“Trump supporters - now,
after weeks and weeks of
hearing how nefarious things
were going to take place - are
breathing easier.”

Until this week, Cruz and
Kasich were working to elect
their own supporters to spots
at the Cleveland national
convention as delegates.

If Trump failed to get the
1,237 delegates needed to
win the nomination on the
convention’s first vote, in-

surgent supporters of Cruz
then could swing the nomi-

nation on the second vote.

With that possibility moot,
Merrill said the portrayal of
animosity between Trump
and Cruz supporters has
been “overdone just a bit.”

“It’s always, always con-
tentious. There are always
feelings hurt and sore spots”
in presidential primaries, he
said. “But the party rallies
around in the end.”

Referring to the 2000
battle between U.S. Sen.
John McCain of Arizona and
then-Texas Gov. George W.
Bush for the GOP nomi-
nation, Merrill said, “People
have short memories.

“They tend to forget that
we have a history of gloves-
off fisticuffs.”

Jamie Self: 803-771-8658,
@jamiemself

é¢

TRUMP
SUPPORTERS ... ARE
BREATHING EASIER.

State Rep. Jim Merrill,
R-Berkeley

Page: 2



Sun News
Publication Date: 05/07/2016 Page Number: 3

SC0148

newzZ

g rpu psM Title: Cataract surgery has old golfer seeing clearly again
Author: ONTHE LOOSE BY BOB BESTLER
Size: 36.27 column inches

Myrtle Beach, SC Circulation: 61238

Cataract surgery has old
golfer seeing clearly again

ON THE LOOSE
BY BOB BESTLER

any, many years ago I
failed a flight physical,
the next-to-final step
toward pilot training.

The reason, I was told by a mil-
itary doctor, was myopia. He was
sympathetic, since I was one of the
last in a company of 280 recruits
to drop out of the so-called Nav-
Cad program.

He said he couldn’t approve me
because he feared that at some
point I might have trouble seeing
distant objects. So that was that.

Over the years, I've often won-
dered about his decision because I
had pretty good vision. A few

I’d buy them, wear them a few
months, then leave them alone in
a drawer.

About four years ago things
turned serious.

I was having trouble with night-
time driving and, almost as bad in
my mind, I could no longer follow
the flight of a golf ball —in fact, I
could barely see a little white dot
soar 150 yards. I was also having
more and more trouble reading
words on TV.

So I got some glasses and wore
them religiously. They worked fine
for a while, but now, about four
years later, I'm having the same

my right eye.

A cataract, I learned, means the
lens has become cloudy and, in my
case, limited my long-range and
nighttime vision. It reacts differ-
ently with different people.

Several friends I play golf with
have undergone cataract surgery
and Pve relied on them to tell me
when my ball found a far-off bun-
ker. They all assured me the surgery
was painless and very successful.
The near-blind could see again.

So on Thursday I went under the
knife, aided by a mild sedative,
though I was awake through the

surgery.

times glasses were recommended; vision problems. This time, cat- SEE BESTLER, 11A

aract surgery was prescribed for
FROM PAGE 3A

BESTLER

Dr. Richard DeChamplain
of Coastal Eye Group in
Georgetown replaced a
cloudy cataract in my right
eye with a clear lens, a pro-
cedure that took less than 15
minutes.

For the next few days I'll
be putting eye drops in my
eye and enjoying life with-
out glasses. Already I can
see a huge difference in my
sight. Life is brighter and
sharper.

A handout from the med-
ical center said I should
refrain from some strenuous

activities for a while —
swimming, tennis, jogging ...
golf.

Golf? Really? I asked the
doctor if I could make my
Tuesday tee time and was
mildly surprised (and de-

County: Horry
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lighted) when he told me to
go for it.

“Just stay out of the
sand,”” he said.

I'm not sure if that was
golf advice or medical ad-
vice, but just to be sure I'm
claiming a medical dis-
pensation from the sand.
For one round anyway.

CORRECTION

In a column last week, I
committed a cardinal jour-
nalistic sin in this electronic

age. I trusted something I
saw on the Internet without
further checking and wrote
that Gov. Haley opposed oil
drilling off the coast of
South Carolina.

Several readers corrected
me. Haley, in fact, supported

off-shore drilling as beneficial

to the state’s economy.

It’s a moot issue now,
after the Obama adminis-
tration decided not to open
the Southeast Atlantic to oil
drilling. The feds cited, in
part, strong local opposition
from coastal communities,
including, of course, Myrtle
Beach.

Contact Bob Bestler at
bestler6@tds.net.

4’\; ——T—
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OUTDOORS
BY GREGG HOLSHOUSER

Law limiting harvest

of cobia in

S.C. passes

State waters south of Jeremy Inlet now have new limits for

catches of the fish per day

There is also essentially a spawning season closure in the
area with harvesting disallowed in May

Waters north of Jeremy Inlet, including those in Horry and
Georgetown counties, longtime limit to remain in effect

he verdict on cobia
limits and season
restrictions for the
remainder of 2016
in state and federal waters is
in.
The South Carolina Gen-
eral Assembly has passed
legislation designed to
limit the harvest and
increase the stock of
cobia, specifically in the
southern half of the
Palmetto State’s coastal
waters.
In state waters (to

three nautical miles off-
shore) south of Jeremy Inlet
at Edisto Island, anglers are
limited to one cobia per
person per day and three per
boat per day.

Also in the same area,
cobia are essentially being

FROM PAGE 1B

governed by a spawning
season closure, with harvest
not allowed during the en-
tire month of May.

As for South Carolina
waters north of Jeremy Inlet

at Edisto Island, including
Horry and Georgetown
County waters, the longtime
limit of two cobia per day
with a 33-inch minimum
size limit and no boat limit
remains in effect until June
20.

On that date, federal
regulations will take over
along the East Coast with all
harvesting of cobia in the
Atlantic Group, stretching
from Georgia to New York,

closed in state and federal
waters for the remainder of
the year.

OUTDOORS

would “support” or “strong-
ly support” the most aggres-
sive approach offered to
reduce harvest and rebuild
the cobia population in the
southern areas of the state.
Many individuals and
angling organizations
reached out to their legisla-
tors and wrote editorials to
further voice their concerns
about the future of South
Carolina’s cobia fishery.
Coastal Conservation Asso-
R,ﬁon South Carolina also

63027-05-07_15002.pdf

played an important role in
supporting the efforts that
resulted in the new law,
which went into effect on
April 29 when the legislation
was signed by Gov. Nikki
Haley.

IFA REDFISH TOUR
The tour made a return

stop to Georgetown with
both a boat and kayak tour-
nament staged last Saturday
and Sunday.

The stricter limits and
closure south of Jeremy Inlet
are in response to studies
done by South Carolina
Department of Natural Re-
sources’ biologists to deter-
mine whether the species
has been overfished in state
waters, especially in the
estuaries of Port Royal, St.
Helena and Calibogue

Sounds.

Biologists found the cobia
populations in this area are
in risk of collapse thanks to
long-term overharvesting.

Biologists say they have
discovered a genetically
distinct population of cobia
that frequent the state’s
southern coastal waters.

Studies show the same
population segment returns
each year to the three

Andre DeMoux of Jack-
sonville, N.C., and Daniel
Hill of Hampstead, N.C.,
ventured south to win the
boat tournament held Sat-
urday out of the Carroll
Ashemore Campbell Marine
Complex on the Sampit
River with a two-fish limit of
9.74 pounds. The two-man
teams in [FA Redfish Tour
events are allowed to weigh
in two red drum measuring
within South Carolina’s slot
limit of 15 to 23 inches.

sounds, located from Edisto
Island to Hilton Head Is-
land, and reproduce only in
those areas. They do not,
according to S.C. DNR stud-
ies, breed with the larger
offshore population of cobia.
S.C. DNR biologists are
concerned that if this seg-
ment of the cobia population
is further depleted, the spe-

cies could disappear from
these waterways for an ex-
tended period of time.

More than 1,400 anglers
responded to a S.C. DNR
survey to share their opin-
ions about how cobia should
be managed in South Car-
olina waters. Sixty percent
of respondents said they

SEE OUTDOORS, 4B

JD Nobles of St. Johns,
Fla., and Kyle Craven of
Macclenny, Fla., took sec-
ond place with a two-fish
aggregate of 9.33 pounds.

The local duo of Ernest
Wallace and Bryan Mims,
both of Georgetown, took
third place with an aggre-
gate of 9.13 pounds. Another
local duo, Rob Beglin of
Pawleys Island and Eric
Gobbett of Georgetown,
finished fourth with an ag-

Page: 1
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gregate of 8.94 pounds.

DeMoux and Hill fished
grass banks on the islands in
Winyah Bay to catch their
pair of reds, which weighed
5.27 and 4.47 pounds and
earned them over $26,000
in winnings.

DeMoux and Hill have
fished two previous IFA
Redfish Tour events, both in
Georgetown. The duo stud-
ied online to pick out their
fishing spots.

“Georgetown is a huge
area,” DeMoux said. “We
did a bunch of research off

of Google Earth. Once you
know redfish, you can shrink
the area. We've only fished
down here twice but we
were able to build off of
those trips. We had a game
plan and stuck to it.

“We caught them all with-
in 80 yards of each other.
Once we got the first one,
we immediately slowed
down. We kept at it and
that’s when we caught the
5.27-pounder.”

The tournament was part
of the IFA Redfish Tour’s
Atlantic Division, which
features two events, both in
Georgetown. The second
tournament will be held on
Sept. 24 also at the Camp-
bell Marine Complex.

County: Horry
63027-05-07_15002.pdf

Dave Jaskiewicz of Wando

measured 50.38 inches of
red drum and spotted sea-
trout to win the IFA Kayak
Tournament. Kayak anglers
take photos of their fish
before releasing them to
determine the winner.

Jaskiewicz caught a red-
fish measuring over 28 inch-
es to start the day and land-
ed a trout measuring over 21
inches. Jaskiewicz won
$2,450 in prizes for his vic-
tory.

Joe Komyati, of Raleigh,
N.C., won second place with

a 14-inch trout and a 32.25-
inch redfish, which was the
largest of the tournament.
Nathan Raycroft, of Town-
ville took third place with a
combined total of 44.75
inches.

MEATFISH SLAM

The crew of Flash Point,
led by Joey Teague, weighed
an aggregate of 93.1 pounds
to win the 8th annual
Georgetown Meatfish Slam
out of Georgetown Landing
Marina last Friday and Sat-

urday.

Flash Point’s winning
aggregate was led by the
largest wahoo caught by the
38-boat field, a 69.7-poun-

der. The crew earned over
$10,000.

Terripan Flyer weighed in
the second-largest wahoo, a
43.7-pounder.

Perseverance landed the
top dolphin, a 38.0-pounder,
followed by Pain Killer with
a 23.0-pounder.

Suzanna Jules caught the
biggest tuna, a 30.2-pound

blackfin, followed by Pain
Killer’s 23.5-pounder.

Laura Stokes was the top
Lady Angler with the 23.5-
pound tuna caught aboard
Pain Killer and Pierce Parris
was the top Youth Angler
with a 27.6-pound wahoo
caught aboard Christy II.

FAR OUT SHOOTOUT

Ocean Isle Fishing Center
in Ocean Isle Beach, N.C,, is
hosting the upcoming Far
Out Shootout, a tuna, wahoo
and dolphin rodeo, sched-
uled for May 7-15.

Boats competing in the
tournament can fish one of
eight days, May 7-14, with
an awards breakfast set for
May 15.

For more information,
visit www.OIFC.com or call
(910) 575-3474.

MARLIN QUAY CAROLINA
SLAM

The inaugural tournament
will be held next week out of
Marlin Quay Marina out of
Murrells Inlet, targeting
offshore species of wahoo,
tuna and dolphin.

Dave Christian of Marlin
Quay expects a field of 30-
40 boats in the tournament,
which kicks off with a cap-
tains meeting on Thursday
at 5 p.m.

Boats can fish one of two
days, Friday or Saturday,
May 13-14.

Entry fee is $250 per boat,
with tournament within a
tournament levels also avail-
able.

Call Marlin Quay at
843-651-4444 for more
information.

Gregg Holshouser:
wholshouser@sc.rr.com

Page: 2
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Submitted photo
Andre DeMoux of Jacksonville, N.C., and Daniel Hill of Hampstead, N.C., show off their
winning redfish which weighed an aggregate of 9.74 pounds to win an IFA Redfish Tour

tournament last weekend out of the Carroll Ashemore Campbell Marine Complex in
Georgetown.
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Lawsuit brings more
scrutiny to program

ELECTIONS 2016

IC’s Trump
or bust as
SC GOP
convenes
Saturday

to the Republican National
Convention

BY JAMIE SELF
Jself @thestate.com

As S.C. Republicans gather
Saturday to elect delegates to
July’s Republican National
Convention, the question is:
Will they will back presum-
ptive nominee Donald Trump
with enthusiasm, reluctance
or sit out the November elec-

tion?
Until

FROM PAGE 1A

GOP

Other reaction has been
mixed.

After Trump’s inevi-
tability became unde-
niable, some S.C. GOP
leaders threw their half-
hearted support behind
Trump.

U.S. Reps. Trey Gowdy
of Spartanburg, who
backed U.S. Sen. Marco
Rubio of Florida, and Jeff
Duncan of Laurens, who
endorsed Cruz, pledged to
back the party’s nominee.
But they did so without
naming Trump.

Gov. Nikki Haley - who
backed Rubio and then

County: Richland
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Cruz, and who has been
critical of Trump publicly -
said she also will back the
GOP nominee. Haley, too,
did not name Trump.

U.S. Sen. Lindsey Gra-
ham, who also had sought
the GOP nomination,
named Trump on Friday.

Wednes-
day,
Trump’s
S.C.
opponents were hoping to
elect delegates who could
swing the nomination away
from the New York billion-
aire if he failed to secure a
win on the convention’s first
ballot.
But Trump’s path to the

Walter Whetsell, a Lexing-
ton-based GOP consultant,
said it is just a matter of
time before most Repub-
licans turn their attention
to getting Trump elected.

“It’s going to take a little
time,” Whetsell said. “But I
do believe that, shortly,

GOP nomination cleared at
midweek, after U.S. Sen. Ted
Cruz of Texas and Ohio Gov.
John Kasich withdrew from
the race.

Early S.C. supporters say
the reaction to Trump clinch-
ing the GOP nomination has
been enthusiastic.

“I’ve gotten a lot of people
asking if there’s still room on
the Trump train,” said state

Rep. Jim Merrill, the Berkeley
Republican who helped run
Trump’s S.C. campaign.

SEE GOP, 4A

© norensine

Lindsey Graham, Jeb
Bush say they won't
vote for Trump, 3A

Trump’s early S.C. sup-
porters say most Palmetto
State Republicans already
are coming around to The
Donald.

Asked whether he has
received conciliatory calls
from fellow Republicans
who did not think Trump

But Graham did so to say
he could not support
Trump, saying the bombas-
tic billionaire was not “a
reliable Republican conser-
vative” and has not “dis-
played the judgment and
temperament to serve as
commander in chief.”

Despite that rancor,

Hillary Clinton will, in fact,
be the great unifier of the
Republican Party.

“For whatever problems
you have with Donald
Trump, Hillary Clinton is
the alternative,” Whetsell

said, adding that most
Republicans will see their
choice as clear.

could win, S.C. Lt. Gov.
Henry McMaster, who
endorsed the New Yorker
before the February S.C.
primary, joked he had.
“Everybody wanted to
know how I was such a
genius.”

Trump’s success in over-
coming attacks is evidence

Page: 1
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of his ability to beat the
eventual Democratic nomi-
nee, supporters say.

“That’s one of the in-
teresting things about Mr.
Trump’s victory ... it has
been against all odds,”
McMaster said. “I’'ve never
seen such an effort by so
many different people and
organizations against him.

“There have been some
notable party leaders and
notable Republicans who
have expended great ener-
gy in trying to diminish his
chances.”

But, McMaster added,
Trump “has triumphed
magnificently against
everything there was -
except the atomic bomb -
and now he’s going to the
convention with the nomi-
nation in hand. It’s quite a
story.”

State Rep. Merrill said,
“Trump supporters - now,
after weeks and weeks of
hearing how nefarious
things were going to take
place - are breathing eas-
ier.”

Until this week, Cruz and
Kasich were working to
elect their own supporters
to spots at the Cleveland

Donald Trump

County: Richland
67012-05-07_1001.pdf
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national convention as
delegates.

If Trump failed to get the
1,237 delegates needed to
win the nomination on the
convention’s first vote,
insurgent supporters of
Cruz thought they might
then swing the nomination
to Cruz on the second vote.

With that possibility
moot now, Merrill said the
portrayal of animosity
between Trump and Cruz
supporters has been “over-
done just a bit.”

“It’s always, always con-
tentious. There are always
feelings hurt and sore spots”
in presidential primaries, he
said. “But the party rallies
around in the end.”

Referring to the 2000
battle between U.S. Sen.
John McCain of Arizona
and then-Texas Gov.
George W. Bush for the
GOP nomination, Merrill
said people “tend to forget
that we have a history of
gloves-off fisticuffs.”

SC GOP
Convention

What: S.C. Republicans will
elect 26 delegates Saturday
to July’s Republican

It's Trump or bustas SCGOP convenes Saturday
BY JAMIESELF jself@thestate.com
69.90 column inches

National Convention in
Cleveland. The delegates
will join 21 delegates
already elected from the
state’s seven congressional
districts and three other
delegates: the state party
chairman and two
Republican National
Committee members. At
the national convention, all
50 S.C. delegates must vote
on the first ballot for
Trump. Trump won the
state’s GOP presidential
primary taking 33 percent
of the vote, beating five
opponents.

Where and when:
Columbia Metropolitan
Convention Center, 10 a.m.

Speaker: Gov. Nikki Haley
of Lexington

Lt. Gov. Henry McMaster of
Richland

Cotton
addresses SC
Republicans
U.S. Sen. Tom Cotton,
R-Arkansas, said “it’s a

great day...to be a
Republican” but made no

mention of his party’s big
news this week - that
Donald Trump is now the
presumptive nominee.

Cotton was the keynote
speaker at the S.C.
Republican Party’s annual
Silver Elephant dinner. He
said the media talked a lot
about the possibility of a
competitive primary.

“But politics in our society
is about so much more
than a campaign and one
election cycle,” he said,
adding that it’s about
governing.

Cotton’s comments
focused on criticizing
Democratic presidential
front-runner Hillary Clinton
and President Barack
Obama, warning of the
threats the nation faces in
foreign policy. An attorney,
Cotton enlisted in the U.S.
Army infantry in the
mid-2000s and trained at
Fort Jackson in Columbia.

Gov. Nikki Haley, U.S. Sen.
Tim Scott and U.S. Rep.
Trey Gowdy spoke briefly
before Cotton.

— JAMIE SELF
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ELECTION 2016

SC GOP to elect
delegates today

BY JAMIE SELF
Jself @thestate.com

COLUMBIA

As S.C. Republicans
gather Saturday to elect
delegates to July’s Repub-
lican National Conven-
tion, the question is: Will
they will back presumptive
nominee Donald Trump
with enthusiasm, reluc-
tance or sit out the No-
vember election?

Until Wednesday,
Trump’s S.C. opponents
were hoping to elect dele-
gates who could swing the
nomination away from the
New York billionaire if he
failed to secure a win on
the convention’s first
ballot.

But Trump’s path to the
GOP nomination cleared
at midweek, after U.S.

County: Beaufort

65024-05-07_4001.pdf

Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas
and Ohio Gov. John Kas-
ich withdrew from the
race.

Early S.C. supporters
say the reaction to Trump
clinching the GOP nomi-
nation has been enthusi-
astic.

“I’ve gotten a lot of
people asking if there’s
still room on the Trump
train,” said state Rep. Jim
Merrill, the Berkeley Re-
publican who helped run
Trump’s S.C. campaign.

Other reaction has been
mixed.

After Trump’s inevi-
tability became unde-
niable, some S.C. GOP
leaders threw their half-
hearted support behind
Trump.

U.S. Reps. Trey Gowdy
of Spartanburg, who
backed U.S. Sen. Marco

Rubio of Florida, and Jeff
Duncan of Laurens, who
endorsed Cruz, pledged to
back the party’s nominee.
But they did so without
naming Trump.

Gov. Nikki Haley — who
backed Rubio and then
Cruz, and who has been
critical of Trump publicly
— said she also will back
the GOP nominee. Haley,
too, did not name Trump.

U.S. Sen. Lindsey Gra-
ham, who unsuccessfully
sought the GOP nomi-
nation, named Trump
Friday.

But Graham did so to
say he could not support
Trump, saying the bom-
bastic billionaire was not
“a reliable Republican
conservative” and has not
“displayed the judgment
and temperament to serve
as commander in chief.”

Despite that rancor,
Walter Whetsell, a Lexing-
ton-based GOP consul-
tant, said it is just a matter
of time before most Re-
publicans turn their atten-
tion to getting Trump
elected.

“It’s going to take a
little time,” Whetsell said.
“But I do believe that,
shortly, Hillary Clinton
will, in fact, be the great
unifier of the Republican
Party.”

Trump’s early S.C. sup-
porters say most Palmetto
State Republicans already
are coming around to The
Donald.

Asked whether he has
received conciliatory calls
from fellow Republicans
who did not think Trump
could win, S.C. Lt. Gov.
Henry McMaster, who
endorsed the New Yorker
before the February S.C.
primary, joked he had.
“Everybody wanted to
know how I was such a
genius.”

Trump’s success in
overcoming attacks is
evidence of his ability to
beat the eventual Demo-
cratic nominee, supporters
say.
“That’s one of the in-
teresting things about Mr.
Trump’s victory. ... It has
been against all odds,”
McMaster said.
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Winthrop University
to award 694
degrees Saturday

Staff report
inthrop Uni-
versity will
award de-
grees to 694
undergraduates at two
commencement exercises
at 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. Sat-
urday at Winthrop Col-
iseum.

During the 10 a.m. com-
mencement for the Col-
lege of Arts & Sciences
and College of Visual &
Performing Arts, President
Dan Mahony will receive
the president’s hood.

S.C. Sen. Wes Hayes,
chairman of the York
County legislative dele-
gation, will read a letter of
congratulations from Gov.
Nikki Haley, while Rock
Hill Mayor Doug Echols,
who graduated from Win-
throp in 1977, will speak
on behalf of the city.

At the 3 p.m. com-
mencement for the Col-
lege of Business Adminis-
tration and Richard W.
Riley College of Educa-
tion, Mahony will receive
the president’s medallion,
give remarks and welcome
investiture speaker Melo-
dy Tankersley, the senior
associate provost and
interim dean of graduate
studies at Kent State Uni-
versity, who received
degrees from Winthrop in
1984 and 1986.

Graduates are:

5001.pdf

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND
SCIENCES

Bachelor of Arts

Christopher Thomas
Adams, Marquise Jamal
Adams, Courtney Nichole
Adkins, Samuel Adams
Alexander, Aaron Keith
Allen, Stephen Harrison
Ateca, Kara Ann Balarezo,
Aaron Joseph Ball, Alex-
andra Helen Barnett,
Mitchell Garrison Bar-
nette, Kelsey Brooke
Short, Mackenzie Rae
Beaucage, Kamry S. Bell,
H. Danielle “Dani” Berry,
Michaela Margaret Bish-
op, Katelyn Renee Black-
well, Kayla Rae Blanc,
Alyssa Renata Bonner,
Dontrell Quaye Brailsford,
Tamsyn Alain Doane
Brasier, Robert Callaway
Breakfield, Fabian Jo-
hannes Broich, Lucas
Dillon Bryant, Benjamin
John Buchanan,

Thomas Eugene Cala-
mia III, Sara Marisa Cam-
panelli, Clayton Elliott
Campbell, Bryant Timothy
Cannon, Sara Lynn Carl-
strom, Amber Christine
Clark, Taylor Brooke Co-
leman, Aarin Donte Coop-
er, Ayana Mikala Craw-
ford, Austin Tyler Cross,
Robin Renee Daniels-
Joyner, Jocelyn Blair Da-
vey, Steven Lee Davidson,
Chassidy Miyana Davis,
Cara Isabella DiRisio,

Hannah Kathryn Dockery,
KiSha DeQendria ShaCole
Donaldson, Dillon De-
metrius Donolds, Michae-
la Ellen Dunbar,

Annalise Elaine Eber-
hard, Kyle Wesley Ed-
wards, Raymond Eric
Edwards-DaRosa, Da-
nielle Elizabeth Ellis,
Casey Thomas Espich,
Rachael Elizabeth Estes,
Alexis Marie Evans, Kate-
lyn Marie Evans, Ian Rob-
ert Fagan, Joseph Hamp-
ton Ferguson, Tanner
Clayton Finney, Emily
Katharine Fitzgerald,
Kimberly Brianna Foster,
Kevin LaPatrick Fowler
Jr., Leigh Olivia Fransen,
Deborah Bertice Frasier,
Andrew Guy Gates,
Heather Katlyn Gay,
Zharne Channelle Glover,
Cynthia Renee Gordon,
Amber Elizabeth Grant,
Marissa Carey Grant,
Zachary Brian Grieger,
Emily Elena Grom, Mary
Margaret Guilbault,

Rachael Rose Hadden,
Jacob Timothy Hallex, Joie
Renee Harrison, Luceil
Best Harrison, Anna-Ma-
rie Hayward, Laurie El-
izabeth Hilburn, Craig
David Hodge, Emily Crys-
tal Hokett, James Ferrell
Raistlin Holland, Adrienne
Miranda Houston, Krysten
Ann Hudson, Dylan Reese

Hunt, Shelby Lenoir
Hyatt, Lydia McCullough

Johnson, Patrick Alexan-
der Kay, Megan Elizabeth
Kelley, Dyshay Aliyah
Kilpatrick, Rachel Nicole
King, Samuel Eric Kmiec,
Cody Terrence Knight,
Paul Joseph Laffredo III,
Desiree D’Alise LaFre-
niere, Caroline Leigh
Lankford, Ismail Omar
Shabazz Lee, Kirstie El-
izabeth Lorentz, Brandon
Christopher Lounsbury,

Kimberly Joanna Mack,
Rachael Elaine Malone,
Simone Mercedes Mayers,
Jordan Alexis McCoy,
Elizabeth Carolina Dela-
ney McDonald, Tiana
Rochelle Latrice McGee,
Andrew Paul Mclver,
Elizabeth Heaven
McKnight, Megan Sarah
McLean, Jessica Janai
McMillan, Deiondra
ShaKayla McMorris, Ja-
keem Autrel McNeil, Lau-
ren Michelle Miller,
McKenzie Taylor Miller,
Jacob Brian Moan, Mar-
guerite Louise Montanye,
Michael Hunter Mund-
inger, Mackenzie Garrett
Munn, Risa Marie Murray,
Keith Zvikomborero
Mushonga, Andrea Tem-
pleton Myers, Tanner
Joseph Nestle, Cameron
Eric Norris,

Charles Michael Owens
Jr., Tabitha Kamille
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Owens, Hillary Kaye Pal-
more, Michelle Perez,
Jesse Howard Perl, Sarah
Jessica Pickus, Danielle
Kristen Platt, Imani Ber-
tell Poole, Malyn Victoria
Pope, James Zachary
Price, Ashley N. Proctor,
James Christian Ramsey,
Brittany Jean Rauch, Ra-
chel Irene Reed, Mari
Rachel Reeves, Connor
Renfroe, Carolyn Nicole
Rennix, Zane Matthew
Repp, Cathyleen Olivia
Rice, William Daniel Rich-
ard, Corey Leighton Riley,
Debra Nicole Riley, Car-
oline Mary Roark, Brun-
son Corey Robins, Mieyah
Symon’e Rogers, Emily
Nicole Rounds, Joyana
Noel Rudd,

Jonathan William Sal-
deen, Rachel Logan Sam-
ple, Jessica Breanne Samp-
son, Hakeem Hanny Sam-
ra, Christopher Aaron
Sandlin, Abigail Kay San-
tulli, Eva Winifred
Schleicher, Briana Morgan
Schoen, Taniyah Nychellé
Scott, Connie Rook Shen,
Laura Vanessa Simpson,

Melissa Mary Snodgrass,
Marissa Amber-Chae
Southard, David Yates
Spearman, Ashleigh Ni-
cole Stallworth, Kelsi Da-
nielle Starks, Hannah
Louise Strong, Amber
Laine Stroud,

Skyler Ashlyn Teal, Sara
Grace Tennant, Angela-
Faith Catherine Thomas,
Crystal Alexis Thomison,
Taylor Elizabeth Toves,
Linh My Tran, Rachel
Dara Trueblood, Marie
Rose Tumaniec, Callie
Marie Tyner, Carolyn
Velez, Joseph Edward
Vick, Tammy Michelle
Walls, Asa Stanley Wal-
voort, Holly Jade Webb,
Bethany Lynn Wells, Jace
Kameron Whitley, Jacob
Christopher Whitmire,
Sara Elizabeth Parnell

62033-05-07_5001.pdf

Wilcox, Aalayah Mar-
chette Williams, Veronica
Marie Williams, Sherri
Lynn Wilson, Chrystal
Ann Winzenried, Gerald
Christian Withers, Garrett
Lynn Woolf, Timothy
Blake Wooten and
McKenzie Elizabeth
Workman.

Bachelor of Science

Cayla Richelle Adams,
Adaeze Vivian Aninweze,
Dianna Bardis, John Wil-
liam Barrera, Cameron
Jamahl Benton, Bria Tyesh
Bethea, Molly McCall
Bishop, Azure Da’Jailyn
Bookman, Maranda Re-
becca Boyd, Brittnay Eve-
lyn Brown, Kayla Diane
Brown, Katlyn Nicole
Brumley, Ingrid Maria
Primina Sylvia Busvetre,
Victoria Miranda Butler,
Susan Bridge Carr, Han-
nah Elizabeth Cheesbor-
ough, Michael Y. Chen,
Rebecca Victoria Chopko,
Chelsea Suzanne Clark,
Stephanie Anne Colburn,
Anne Christelle Clemence
Courcelle,

Megan Marie David,
James Robert Dean, Imani
Sajae Ervins, Esseabasi
Sunday Etim, C. Matthew
Farmer, Samantha Ricar-
da Farmer, Casey Nicole
Finnell, James David Ford,
Danielle Victoria Gaspa-
rik, Shiannea Nicole Gath-
ers, Laura Kay Gibbs,
Roger R. Gonzalez, Car-
oline Monroe Gooding,
Victoria Lee Gray, Lauren
Ashley Green, Katja
Adean Hall, Anita Patrese
Harris, Shadelle Sade
Herring-Goodson,

Brandon Jimmy Hicks,
Shannon Nicole Himes,
Kristin Marie Hinson, Lisa
Renee Howard, Han-Hua
Hsu, Lynnique Monnae
Johnson, Bria Genee
Jones, Emily Elizabeth
Jones, Arnaud Felix Henri
Numa Julien, Nicole Ka-
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minski, Dallas Nicole
King, Anna-kay Dannyline
Knight, Brittany Carolyn
Langston, Lauren Amanda
Lay, Lauren Ashley Lintz,
Jordi Lluch Casarramona,
Jessica Kate Logan, Alesha
Marie Love,

Tamber Jelecia Mani-
gault, Olivia Maia Manley,
Achille Herve Marchet,
Tyler Manning Marthers,
Jeanna Rebekah Martin,
Zachary Cheyenne Mas-
ters, Jeneah Nicole
McBride, Brianna Rose
Milks, Lauren Brittany
Miller, Charles Derick
Mills Jr., Morgan Leigh
Mohr, Charles Tyree
Moore, Tanece Nicole
Moore, Rachel Nicole
Morris, Brianna Danielle
Moss,

Ariba Naz, Thao Mai
Nguyen, Antoine Niez-
borala, Kaitlyn Michelle
O’Brien, Rashell Lynn
O’Neal, Owolabi Chuk-
wuemeka Oguntimehin,
Steven James Patrick,
Alexandria Imani Pinnix,
Courtney Lynn Porfilio,
Cecilia Anne Ralyea, Kris-
tin Ava Ramirez, Kathe-
rine Michelle Rhoden,
Ashley Rose Ricciardi,
Kyle Austin Rine, Kelly
Marie LaRose,

Jessica Maria Shealor,
Benjamin Travis Shelley,
Symone M. Smalls,
Bridgette Southern Smith,
Maya Davitra Smith, Yv-
vey Albertrice Smith,
Kathryn Victoria Stever-
son, Amelia Florence
Stockman, Sarah Ashley
Thatcher, Danielle Lee
Thibault, Alex Nicole
Thomson, Brooke M.
Tracy, Nicole Langley
Turbeville, Morgan Taylor
Turnow, Konmeng Vue,
Q’Jayron Sanchez White,
Ashley Shaneé Williams,
Brittni Nia-Joyce Wood-
land, Deanna Joy Worley,
Mathilde Celine Marie

Xavier, Amber Briana
Young and Jessica Marie
Zinna.

Bachelor of Social
Work

Teena Marie Jackson-
Allen, Lexi Denise Barn-

hill, Ashley Boulware
Bizzell, Tracy Elizabeth
Marie Blackwell, Snami
Winnie Blamon, Stephanie
Michelle Brewer, Jalisa
Kelrita Byrd, Brittany
Nicole Cannon, Ashley
Brianna Collins, Haley
Michelle Cook, Cristina
Margarita d’Erizans, Shan-
ice Nicole Ellis, Tiavon
Shyam Falu, Shannon
Louise Gooding, Lauren
Ashley Goodwin, Natalie
Lynn Hyland, Teresa Lyn-
nett Kikelomo, Madeline
Manfredi, Maiesha LaShay
McCruel, Elissa Margaret
Phillips, Elle Maxine Plat-
tenburger, Kimberly
Greenwood Pope, Miran-
da BreAnne Stevenson,
Monique Swaby and Deli-
lah Arielle Turner-Nix.

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Bachelor of Arts
Jo-Marie Crews, Anna

Rebecca Eckenrode, Kris-

ta Alexandra Frowein,

Jordi Lluch Casarramona,

Eduardo Guimaraes Minu-

ci and Abigail Elaine

Roush.

Bachelor of Science
Oluwatobi Olasubomi

Abel, Monica Aguado,

Mohammad Hussain Alk-

huraidah, Marcus William

Allen, Mohanad Faisal

Alotaibi, Carlissa Marie

Alston, Carol Thomas

Bagwell, Ronnie Robert

Baker Jr., Tanner Kevin

Baker, Patrick Joel Barnes,

Sophia LaNette Barnes,

Emillie April Rose Benka,

Marcus Juarez Bennett,

Caitlin Beth Bowman,

Warrick Oswald Bowman

III, Morganne Ashley

Brabham, Franklin Marion
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Britt, Rashard Lamar
Brooks, Mark Stephen
Burger, Yutong Cai, Alexis
Karin Badyna, Millie Car-
oline Capps, Jeffrey Mi-
chael Castaldo, Jamalica
Khadica Cathcart, Yang
Chen, Seth Riley Cooke,
Sha’Ron Clayton Cooper,
Keyatta Zhané Crowell,
Manshu Dai, Charles
Zachary Davis, Karlie
Elizabeth Davis, Derricka
Alaina Deas, Adrienne
Khaniya Drake, Destiny
LaBrady Drummond,
Christian Lucas Eisen-
stein, Esseabasi Sunday
Etim, Kevin Eduardo Fer-
reira da Silva, Octavia
Nicole Fletcher, Shannon
Marie Gallagher, Hollie
Michelle Garrett, Tanesha

Katrell-Jenell German,
Khadijah Nycole Gillians,
Anna-Kay Patrice Green-
Woolcock, Billy Don
Greene III,

Martin Ethan Hanner,

FROM PAGE 5A

Michael Howard Hanners,
Jessica Jeanquelle Harris,
Michael Oscar Harris Jr.,
Ramazan Abdulla Heyni,
Salé Moné Holmes, Zhi-
tian Huang, William An-
drew Jackson, Jr, Daniel
Justin James, Marcus Tyler
Jamison, Dominque Shan-
ice Jenkins, Shaquille
Jaquan Jenkins, Yuqiu
Jiang, Zhen Jiang, Shengjia
Kan, Mohammed Jamal
Kashkari, Kyle Eoin Ken-
nedy, Steven Khalil, Lau-
ren Ludell Leaks, Lee-
Quan Montre Lee, Sy-
mone Janay Lee, Qiugqi Li,
Trayshaun L. Lipscomb,
Huangning Lu, Qincheng
Lu, Alexander Ensminger
Lukens,

Xiaochen Ma, Erial
Nicole Maple, Zachary
Baylen Martof, Breyanah
Shantrelle McNeal, Tam-
my Ann McTaggart, Mi-
chelle Maria Mendez,
Christopher James Miller,

GRADUATES

Christopher White Jr.,
Xiaoxiong Wuzhang, Josh-
ua Brian Yannotti, Yao
Yao, Miosha Alise York,
Lin Zhang, Ruiqi Zhang,
Qingyan Zhu and Biying
Zhuge.

COLLEGE OF
EDUCATION

Bachelor of Science

Katie Lynn Acton, Ange-
la Renee Adamson, Katie
Roseann Arevalo, Tyler
Macklin Asbill, Kayla
Grace Bakker, Robert
Harrison Barber, Mary
Kaitlin Barbero, Molly
Loray Blum, Madison
Hazel Boatwright, Clayton
Andrew Boone, Dylan
Mackenzie Brennand-
McClemont, James Jeffrey
Brewer, Kimberlee Latrice
Brooks, Dori Elizabeth
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Brown, David Wayne
Bryant, Noah Scot Bucy,
Brittany Lauren Bullard,
Jakayla C. Campbell,
Ashley Renee Causey,
Kaylie Marie Claire, Ryan
Scott Clemence, Caroline
Nicole Cody, Dylan James
Colletti, Katherine Emilie
Conover, Madison Leigh
Cooley, Eboni Brooke
Copeland, Katelyn Teresa
Corley, Colby Aaron Coul-
ter, Emily Layne Craft,
Haley Patricia Craft, Za-
naiya La’trice Craig,
George Logan Daughtry,
Christine Patrice Daven-
port, Amy Carol Davis,
Lauren Elizabeth Dooley,
Annie Elizabeth Dover,
Courtney Ederer-Shelton,
Hjordis Eiriksdottir, El-
izabeth Clare Farrell,
Kaylen Marie Fickes,
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Dana Elaine Moore, Clau-
dette Chappell Moseley,
Courtney Sha’Rica Mun-
g0, Brittany Lashawn
Neely, Meheret Yohannes
Negash, Jacob Tyler Noah,
Schaquilla M. Nunn,
James Donovan O’Brien,
Kent N. Obieze, Micheal
Chidera Oguntimehin,
Charlee Breana Payne,
Latavia Nekiel Pearson,
Cody Nathaniel Poole,
Joseph Henry Quiminer,
Halmat Tofiq Rahman,
Holly E. Rankin, Jacob
Thomas Ratier, Peter
Resch Jr., Katilyn Re Faye
Reynolds, Amanda Erin
Rhoten, Scott Evan Rich-
ardson, Jann Margaret
Robinson, Kelsey Annette
Rodgers, Kimberly Nicole
Ryder,

Nathanael Thomas
Schmidt, Avery Mario
Scott Jr., Christian Blane
Sease, Brandon Lee Se-
well, Laura Grace Simp-

Jesse Nicole Filyaw-Hiu,
Paige Renee Finney, Jessi-
ca Morgan Ford, Amber
Henri Gadsden, Kaylin
Genna Gragg, Caitlyn
Sloan Greene, Brett Benja-
min Hagan, Emily El-
izabeth Hart, Whitney
Alexis Helton, Melanie
Alyssa Hicks, Heather

Marie Hobbs, Bradlee S.
Holeman, Jacqueline Ni-
cole Homyk, Mary Han-
nah Howie, Jarvais Javon
Jackson, Brandon Kyle
Jacobs, Walker Evan John-
son, Daniel Xavier Char-
les, Caitlin Marie Kenne-
dy, Kevin Terrell Kenne-
dy, Raniqua Angelica
King, Hayley Marie
Krause, Alexis Nicole
Kroah,

Jessica Maria Law,
Quintessia Angalik Light-

son, Andrew Bennett
Smith, Erika Nichole
Smith, Justin Patrick
Smith, Megan Marie
Smith, Yuzhi Song, Travis
John Steinacher, Jacob
Bailey Sullivan Jr., Yux-
iang Sun, Christopher
Alan Taylor, Tanisha Mo-
nique Terrell, James
Gregg Thomasson II,
Frederick Adam Thomp-
son, Jonathan Hunter
Thompson, Kathleen
Paige Thompson, Lake-
vion Rakeal Thompson,
William Arthur Timmer-
man Jr., Corey Christian
Tinkler, Robert Ellis Ve-
reen, Andrea Vestmann,
Mark Thomas Vickery,
Zonchance Vue, David
Matthew Walker, Yixin
Wang, Lantz Cleveland
Weaver, Noah William
Weber, Adam Michael
Wenger,

SEE GRADUATES, 6A

ner, Joseph Maxwell Long,
Adam K. Luke, Jocelyn
Renee Mack, Nikita S.
Maigur, Lauren Rebecca
Mangum, Marvonne Anto-
nesa Marston, Kathryn
Charlotte McCann, Logan
Jeanne McCarthy, Les-
leigh Nicole McDaniel,
Kathryn Roland McGee,
Brandon Thomas McKel-
lar, Hannah Elizabeth
McMillan, Brittany Jas-
mine McTier, Britton
Michelle Middleton, Alex-
is Taylor Miller, Autumn
Marie Morris, Justine
Erendira Mummert, Nadia
Ziad Naja, Katelyn Nash
Aiken, Jessica Nettles
Luke, Beverly Jade No-
bles, Matthew Kyle
O’Brien, Coryn Noel
Owens,

Audrey Elizabeth Parra,
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Faith Marie Patterson,
Tyler Alexander Penny-
packer, Rahsaan Niri Per-
ry Jr., Sydney Diann Phil-
lips, Alicia Kathleen
Poore, Erica Deanne Port-
man, Liana Elizabeth
Ramirez, William Frank
Reeves, Lacey Michelle
Rippy, Erin Casey Roberts,
Sherry Diane Roof, Steven
Keith Ross Jr., Alexis Jean
Rowland, Alexander Tho-
mas Ruppert, Sarah El-
izabeth Sarvis, Katherine
Charlene Schaade, Han-
nah Wells Simmons, Sand-
ra Allison Sims, Sheryl
Marshandra Small, Rebe-
kah Mishal Smart, Laura

Elizabeth Smith, Brittney
Nichole Spears, Regan
Elizabeth Stegall, Nathalie
Joi Stewart, Anna Elisa-
beth Stillinger, Savannah
Lee Sweatman, Sabrina
May Swick,

Blake Justin Taylor,
Brandon Nicolas Taylor,
Octavius Jerel Thompson,
Ashley Breanne Tillman,
Kimberly Nicole Tisdel,
Kaitlyn Elizabeth Tomp-
kins, Ashley Carol Trim-
nal, Kristin Rebecca Turn-
er, Erin Pendergraph
Tweed, Haylee Morgan
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Utter, Zoe Amber Walsh,
Lauren Olivia Watson,
Sarah Noel Webb, Kalie
Nicole Wehunt, Karey
Renee Wengert, Jennifer
LeAnn West, Elizabeth
Marie Whitaker, Albert
Thomas Williams, Brenae
Denyel Williams, Chelsea
Leigh Williams, Hannah
Elizabeth Williams and
Haley Brock Zuehlke.

COLLEGE OF VISUAL
AND PERFORMING
ARTS

Bachelor of Arts

Sarah Elaine Bruce,
Danielle Sheray Cannon,
La’Rae Devaughan Car-
michael, Aubree Ja’Nae
Carter, Patricia Nikole
Credit, James Mason Diaz,
Devon Layne DiFederico,
Kaila LeeAnn Dockal,
Connor Davis Fernald,
Shambria Brenee Figue-
roa, Rodrick Steven Frei-
tas, Joseph Austin Fry,
Mariah Inez Gibbs, Jas-
mine Bre’sha Gunter,
Justin Ezekiel Jones, Tay-
lor Nikole Kennedy, Lil-
lian Riley Noel Ketcham,
Tyler Young Lewis, Jenna
Anne Lilly, Nicole Lyndria
Love, Bradie Jane Low-
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man,
Dashae Morris Mid-
dleton, Mary Louise Mi-
zell, Mashario Sharae
Morton, Bridget Anne
Q’Connor, Elizabeth Ni-
cole Oliver, Shivam Vish-
nuprasad Patel, Jesse Joel
Pritchard, Kristin Ava
Ramirez, Sarah Luisa
Rubinstien, Mackinsey K.

Shahan, Michael Justin
Squirewell, Kathryn Jean
Thoma, Erica Ja-ki Trues-
dale, Christen Thomas
Wade, Samantha Ashley
White and Haley Denise
Willis.

Bachelor of Fine Arts

Dallas Ryan Austin,
Dylan Robert Bannister,
Lindsey Michelle Bargar,
Ariana Michelle Brown,
Chelsea Meilee Chao, Ah
Young Cheong, Amy Lynn
Ciravolo, Connor Lindsay
Clinch, Taylor Nichole
Farrell, Emily Rosemary
Furr, Courtney Anna Guy,
Althea Ketchum Holenko,
Alexis Lorraine Howard,
Melanie April Jones, Car-
oline Ashley Kalayjian,
Kaitlin Alyssa Larke, Yarit-
za Xiomara Luna, Reagan
Edward Martin, Kyahdric
Shaquan Moses, Tung Son

Nguyen, Abigail Hope
O’Daniel,

Andrea J. Perkins, Tara
Lynette Phillips, Tatiana
Earin Rice, Nia Aloia

Ricks, Sarah McCall Ru-
ple, Ashley Victoria Scar-
borough, Amy Lynn
Schoch, Brandy Christine
Scholl, Passhunate Alex-
andria Scott, Kathryn
Francis Shaw, Amber
Dawn Thompson, Kathe-
rine Alisse West, Sharon
Denise (Elder) Willerding,
Kathryn Bernard, Hayden
Charles Davenport, Mat-
thew King Johnston, Aa-
ron Conner Keith and
Alexander Thomas John
Skiro.

Bachelor of Music

Angel Lee Thomason.

Bachelor of Music
Education

Laura Mallory Berley,
Jonathan Quinton Busch,
Christian Michael Folk,
Nicholas Jay Glick, John
Andrew Goodale, Thessa-
lonia “T.J.” Graham Jr.,
Leianne Nicole Johnson,
Emily Meghan Milford,
Lex Henry Nordlinger and
Necie Lenore Wolfe.
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JEFF SOCHKO Herald file
Winthrop University will award degrees to 694 undergraduates at two commencement exercises at 10 am. and 3 p.m. Saturday at Winthrop Coliseum.
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DECISION 2016

Trump or bust as
S.C. Republicans gather

S.C. GOP will elect
delegates to the
Republican National
Convention

Trump supporters say S.C.
Republicans coming
around

“Hillary Clinton will ... be
the great unifier of the
Republican Party,” GOP
operative predicts

BY JAMIE SELF
Jself @thestate.com
COLUMBIA

As S.C. Republicans
gather Saturday to elect
delegates to July’s Repub-
lican National Conven-
tion, the question is: Will
they will back presumptive
nominee Donald Trump
with enthusiasm, reluc-
tance or sit out the No-
vember election?

Until Wednesday,

Trump’s S.C. opponents

were hoping to elect dele-

gates who could swing the
nomination
away from
the New
York billion-
aire if he
failed to
secure a win
on the con-
vention’s
first ballot.

62033-05-07_3001.pdf

But Trump’s path to the
GOP nomination cleared at
midweek, after U.S. Sen.

Ted Cruz of Texas and
Ohio Gov. John Kasich
withdrew from the race.

Early S.C. supporters
say the reaction to Trump
clinching the GOP nomi-
nation has been enthusi-
astic.

“I’'ve gotten a lot of
people asking if there’s
still room on the Trump
train,” said state Rep. Jim
Merrill, the Berkeley Re-
publican who helped run
Trump’s S.C. campaign.

Other reaction has been
mixed.

After Trump’s inevi-
tability became undeniable,
some S.C. GOP leaders
threw their halfhearted
support behind Trump.

U.S. Reps. Trey Gowdy
of Spartanburg, who
backed U.S. Sen. Marco
Rubio of Florida, and Jeff
Duncan of Laurens, who
endorsed Cruz, pledged to
back the party’s nominee.
But they did so without
naming Trump.

Gov. Nikki Haley - who
backed Rubio and then
Cruz, and who has been
critical of Trump publicly -
said she also will back the
GOP nominee. Haley, too,
did not name Trump.

U.S. Sen. Lindsey Gra-
ham, who unsuccessfully
sought the GOP nomi-
nation, named Trump
Friday.

But Graham did so to
say he could not support
Trump, saying the bom-
bastic billionaire was not

“a reliable Republican
conservative” and has not
“displayed the judgment
and temperament to serve
as commander in chief.”

Despite that rancor,
Walter Whetsell, a Lexing-
ton-based GOP consultant,
said it is just a matter of
time before most Repub-
licans turn their attention
to getting Trump elected.

“It’s going to take a little
time,” Whetsell said. “But I
do believe that, shortly,
Hillary Clinton will, in fact,
be the great unifier of the
Republican Party.

“For whatever problems
you have with Donald
Trump, Hillary Clinton is
the alternative,” Whetsell
said, adding that most
Republicans will see their
choice as clear.
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ELECTION 2016

SC GOP to elect
delegates today

BY JAMIE SELF
Jself @thestate.com
COLUMBIA

As S.C. Republicans
gather Saturday to elect
delegates to July’s Repub-
lican National Conven-
tion, the question is: Will
they will back presumptive
nominee Donald Trump
with enthusiasm, reluc-
tance or sit out the No-
vember election?

Until Wednesday,
Trump’s S.C. opponents
were hoping to elect dele-
gates who could swing the
nomination away from the
New York billionaire if he
failed to secure a win on
the convention’s first
ballot.

But Trump’s path to the
GOP nomination cleared
at midweek, after U.S.

Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas
and Ohio Gov. John Kas-
ich withdrew from the
race.

Early S.C. supporters
say the reaction to Trump
clinching the GOP nomi-
nation has been enthusi-
astic.

“I’ve gotten a lot of
people asking if there’s
still room on the Trump
train,” said state Rep. Jim
Merrill, the Berkeley Re-
publican who helped run
Trump’s S.C. campaign.

Other reaction has been

mixed.

After Trump’s inevi-
tability became unde-
niable, some S.C. GOP
leaders threw their half-
hearted support behind
Trump.

U.S. Reps. Trey Gowdy
of Spartanburg, who
backed U.S. Sen. Marco

Rubio of Florida, and Jeff
Duncan of Laurens, who
endorsed Cruz, pledged to
back the party’s nominee.
But they did so without
naming Trump.

Gov. Nikki Haley — who
backed Rubio and then
Cruz, and who has been
critical of Trump publicly
— said she also will back
the GOP nominee. Haley,
too, did not name Trump.

U.S. Sen. Lindsey Gra-
ham, who unsuccessfully
sought the GOP nomi-
nation, named Trump
Friday.

But Graham did so to
say he could not support
Trump, saying the bom-
bastic billionaire was not
“a reliable Republican
conservative” and has not
“displayed the judgment
and temperament to serve
as commander in chief.”

Despite that rancor,
Walter Whetsell, a Lexing-
ton-based GOP consul-

tant, said it is just a matter
of time before most Re-
publicans turn their atten-
tion to getting Trump
elected.

“It’s going to take a
little time,” Whetsell said.
“But I do believe that,
shortly, Hillary Clinton
will, in fact, be the great
unifier of the Republican
Party.”

Trump’s early S.C. sup-
porters say most Palmetto
State Republicans already
are coming around to The
Donald.

Asked whether he has
received conciliatory calls
from fellow Republicans
who did not think Trump
could win, S.C. Lt. Gov.
Henry McMaster, who
endorsed the New Yorker
before the February S.C.
primary, joked he had.
“Everybody wanted to
know how I was such a
genius.”

Trump’s success in
overcoming attacks is
evidence of his ability to
beat the eventual Demo-
cratic nominee, supporters
say.

“That’s one of the in-
teresting things about Mr.
Trump’s victory. ... It has
been against all odds,”
McMaster said.
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S.C. delegation half-heartedly pledges
to support Trump as nominee

Most in S.C’s Republican delegation say they will support

Trump as nominee

Sen. Lindsey Graham was recently calling Trump

‘completely unhinged’

No plans yet to attend the 2016 Republican national

convention in Cleveland in J

uly

BY VERA BERGENGRUEN
vbergengruen@mcclatchydc.com
WASHINGTON

South Carolina’s congres-
sional delegation has kept a
low profile on the election
front since Donald Trump
became the de facto Repub-
lican nominee for president
on Wednesday.

Among the D.C. repre-
sentatives of a deeply Re-
publican state that handed
the businessman a resound-
ing primary win in February,
there was no acknowledg-
ment on social media that
their party had for all intents
decided on a presidential
candidate, no statements of

support.

When pushed, they gave
tepid answers in unison.

The offices of Rep. Trey
Gowdy, who had endorsed
Florida Sen. Marco Rubio,
and Rep. Jeff Duncan, who
had endorsed Texas Sen.
Ted Cruz, said they would
“support the Republican
nominee.” Neither actually

County: Horry
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named Trump.

Gov. Nikki Haley said the
same thing on Wednesday,
and added she is “not in-
terested” in being considered
for the vice president slot.

Sen. Tim Scott’s campaign
spokeswoman, Margaret
Spaulding, issued a state-
ment to McClatchy on his
behalf, saying, “As (Scott)

has consistently said over
the past year, he will support
the Republican nominee.”
She added, “Now that
Donald Trump is the pre-
sumptive Republican nomi-
nee, the Senator will do
what he can to assist his
campaign; however, his
focus will remain on his own
reelection and serving the
people of South Carolina.”
Just a few hours before
Texas Sen. Ted Cruz sus-
pended his campaign Tues-
day, taking with it any hopes
of stopping Trump’s nomi-
nation, Sen. Lindsey Graham
was tweeting that Trump was

“completely unhinged.”
“If we nominate Trump,
we will get destroyed ... and

we will deserve it,” he
tweeted.

Cruz dropped his presi-
dential bid after a devastating
loss to Trump in Indiana’s
Republican primary, and a
day later Ohio Gov. John
Kasich followed.

Graham, a vocal critic, has
kept uncharacteristically
quiet since Trump’s nomi-
nation became all but inevi-
table, only praising Cruz and
Kasich for “offering an al-
ternative to Donald Trump.”

Their colleagues face simi-
lar dilemmas. Only one sen-
ator, Alabama’s Jeff Sessions,
and sixteen congressmen had
endorsed Trump by Thursday
afternoon.

Speaking to CNN, House
Speaker Paul Ryan of Wis-
consin declined to support
the presumptive nominee.

“I’m not there right now,”
he told CNN’s Jake Tapper.

Meanwhile, Republican

Party leaders in South Car-

olina have shown more en-
thusiasm, calling for the party
to unify behind Trump.

So far no members of the
South Carolina delegation in
D.C. have plans to attend
the Republican national
convention in Cleveland in
July. Haley’s office said the
governor would make a
decision in June.

“The governor is focused
on finishing the legislative
session strong - and once it’s
over, she’ll make a decision
on the convention,” press
secretary Chaney Adams told
McClatchy.

With many of them up for
re-election this year, the
S.C. delegation in Congress
is likely weighing just how
much enthusiasm they have
to muster in support of
Trump in a state where he
won.

For the time being, they
are staying out of it as much
as possible.
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