
Bringing them together
SC Republicans attempt unity message at state convention
By MEG KINNARD
Associated Press
COLUMBIA ­ After a

bruising primary process,
South Carolina Republicans
­ with one very notable
exception ­ are preaching a
message of unity as they rally
behind Donald Trump.
The state's party faith­

ful gathered Saturday at
their annual convention to

select the rest of the state's
delegation to the Republi­
can National Convention
in Cleveland in July. But the
state's top Republican, Gov.
Nikki Haley, didn't even men­
tion Trump's name during her
address to convention attend­
ees, opting instead to go after
the Republican­dominated

Legislature for spending time
and money on projects that
benefit themselves and their
home districts.
Haley ­ who initially

backed Marco Rubio before
reluctantly saying she'd sup­
port Ted Cruz over Trump
­ urged what she called the

state's true Republicans to
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remain united in their pur­
suit of conservative ideals.
Haley also pledged to veto
next week a bill overwhelm­
ingly approved  she said gives
an unfair bailout to the state's
farmers in the wake of last
fall's historic flooding.
"I will not support any bail­

out of any industry over any
other industry that suffered
in this 1,000­year flood,"
Haley told about 500 people
gathered at the Columbia
Metropolitan Convention
Center. "We do not do bail­
outs in the state of South Car­

olina."
Haley's state­focused mes­

sage was the outlier at a
politically homogeneous and
otherwise sedate conven­
tion that, until Cruz's depar­
ture from the race, had been
anticipated as potentially
contentious. But the conven­
tion hall was more than half
empty, with only about 500 of
the nearly 900 seats set aside
for delegates occupied. Some
counties sent no delegates at
all.
At a self­proclaimed "unity

breakfast" hosted before the
convention, Lt. Gov. Henry

McMaster told more than a
hundred attendees that the
country has an opportunity
to make sure Republicans
unify behind Donald Trump
as their presumptive nomi­
nee.
"The man is speaking to

the heart of the American
people," said McMaster, who
was South Carolina's highest­
ranking elected official to
back Trump, told the group,
standing in front of a banner
reading, "Defeat Hillary! Vote
Trump." ''We're doing the
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right things in South Caro­
lina, and we can be a model

for the country."
Senior Trump adviser Ed

Brookover said the campaign
appreciated the support from
South Carolina and was
focused toward the general
election.
With regard to Haley's lack

of mention of the candidate,
Brookover said Trump would
"continue to earn the support
of the American people" and
acknowledged voters who
didn't initially support Trump
go through their own "pro­
cess."
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"HillaryClintonwill...be thegreat
unifierof the Republican Party,"
GOPoperativepredicts
BY JAMIESELF

jself@thestate.com
COLUMBIA
AsS.C.RepublicansgatherSat­

urdaytoelectdelegatestoJuly's
RepublicanNationalConvention,
thequestionis:Willtheywillback
presumptivenomineeDonald
Trumpwithenthusiasm,reluctance
orsitouttheNovemberelection?
Until Wednesday, Trump'sS.C.

opponents were hoping toelect
delegateswho couldswing the
nominationaway fromthe New
Yorkbillionaire ifhefailed to
secure awinonthe convention's
firstballot.
ButTrump's path totheGOP

nominationcleared at midweek,
after U.S. Sen.TedCruz ofTexas
andOhio Gov. John Kasichwith­
drewfrom therace.
EarlyS.C. supporters say the

reactiontoTrump clinching the
GOP nominationhas beenenthu­
siastic.

"I've gottenalotof people ask­
ingif there'sstillroom onthe
Trump train,"saidstate Rep.Jim
Merrill, whohelped runTrump's
S.C. campaign.
Other reactionhasbeen mixed.
SomeS.C. GOP leadersthrew

their halfhearted supportbehind
Trump.
U.S. Reps.Trey Gowdy ofSpar­

tanburg,who backed U.S. Sen.
Marco Rubioof Florida, andJeff
Duncan ofLaurens, whoendorsed
Cruz, pledged toback the party's
nominee.But theydid so without
namingTrump.
Gov. Nikki Haley –whobacked

Rubio andthenCruz, and whohas
been criticalofTrump –saidshe
also will backthe GOP nominee.
U.S. Sen.Lindsey Graham, who

unsuccessfully soughtthe GOP
nomination, named Trump Friday.
ButGraham didso tosay he

couldnot supportTrump, saying
the bombasticbillionaire wasnot
"areliableRepublican conserva­
tive"and hasnot "displayedthe
judgment andtemperament to
serve ascommander inchief."
Despite that rancor,Walter

Whetsell, aLexington­basedGOP
consultant, saidit is justamatter
of timebeforemost Republicans
turn their attention togetting
Trump elected.
"It'sgoing totake alittle time,"

Whetsellsaid. "ButIdobelieve
that, shortly,Hillary Clintonwill,
infact, bethe greatunifierof the
Republican Party.
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Sen.LindseyGraham says he won'tsupport
Donald Trump as the Republicanpresidential
candidate. 8A
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TRUMP
"For whateverproblems

youhave with Donald
Trump, HillaryClinton is
the alternative,"Whetsell
said, adding that most Re­
publicans will seetheir
choice asclear.

Trump's early S.C. sup­
porters say mostPalmetto
StateRepublicans already
are comingaroundtoThe
Donald.
Askedwhether hehas

received callsfromfellow

Republicans whodid not
thinkTrump couldwin, S.C.
Lt.Gov. Henry McMaster,
who endorsedthe New
Yorker beforethe February
S.C. primary,joked he had.
"Everybody wanted toknow

how Iwas suchagenius."
Trump's successinover­

comingattacks is evidence
ofhis abilityto beatthe
eventualDemocratic nomi­
nee,supporters say.
"That'soneof thein­
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teresting thingsabout Mr.
Trump's victory ...it has
beenagainst allodds,"
McMastersaid."I've never
seen suchan effort byso
manydifferent people and
organizations againsthim.
"Therehave been some

notablepartyleaders and
notable Republicanswho
have expended greatenergy
intrying todiminish his
chances."
But, McMaster added,

Trump "has triumphed
magnificently againstevery­
thing there was–except the
atomic bomb–and nowhe's
going tothe conventionwith

the nominationinhand. It's
quite a story."
StateRep.Merrillsaid,

"Trumpsupporters–now,
afterweeksandweeksof
hearinghownefariousthings
weregoingtotakeplace–are
breathingeasier."
Untilthisweek,Cruzand

Kasichwereworkingtoelect
theirownsupporterstospots
attheClevelandnational
conventionasdelegates.
If Trump failed toget the

1,237delegates neededto
winthe nomination onthe
convention's first vote, in­
surgentsupporters of Cruz
thencouldswing thenomi­

nation onthe secondvote.
Withthat possibility moot,

Merrillsaidthe portrayal of
animositybetween Trump
andCruz supporters has
been "overdonejust abit."
"It'salways, always con­

tentious. There arealways
feelings hurtand sore spots"
inpresidential primaries,he
said."But the partyrallies
aroundinthe end."
Referring tothe 2000

battle between U.S. Sen.
John McCain ofArizona and
then­Texas Gov. GeorgeW.
Bush for theGOP nomi­
nation, Merrillsaid, "People
have shortmemories.

"They tendto forgetthat
we have ahistoryof gloves­
offfisticuffs."

JamieSelf: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself

''TRUMP
SUPPORTERS...ARE
BREATHINGEASIER.
State Rep. Jim Merrill,
R­Berkeley
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Cataractsurgery hasold
golferseeing clearly again
ONTHE LOOSE
BYBOBBESTLER
Many, manyyears ago I

failed a flightphysical,
the next­to­final step
toward pilot training.

The reason, I wastold byamil­
itarydoctor, was myopia. Hewas
sympathetic, since I wasoneof the
last inacompany of 280 recruits
todrop outof the so­calledNav­
Cad program.
He saidhecouldn't approveme

because hefeared that at some
pointImighthave troubleseeing
distantobjects. So that wasthat.
Overthe years,I'veoften won­

dered about hisdecision because I
had pretty goodvision. Afew
times glasseswere recommended;

I'd buythem, wear themafew
months, thenleavethemalonein
adrawer.
About fouryearsago things

turnedserious.
I washaving trouble with night­

time drivingand, almost as badin
mymind, I couldnolonger follow
the flight ofagolfball ­infact,I
couldbarely seealittlewhite dot
soar 150yards. I wasalso having
moreand moretrouble reading
words onTV.
So I gotsomeglasses and wore

themreligiously. They workedfine
for awhile, but now, about four
years later,I'm having the same
visionproblems. This time, cat­
aract surgerywas prescribed for

myright eye.
A cataract, I learned, meansthe

lenshas becomecloudyand, inmy
case, limited mylong­range and
nighttimevision. Itreacts differ­
ently withdifferent people.
SeveralfriendsIplaygolfwith

haveundergonecataractsurgery
andI'vereliedonthemtotellme
whenmyballfoundafar­offbun­
ker.Theyallassuredmethesurgery
waspainlessandverysuccessful.
Thenear­blindcouldseeagain.
So onThursday I went under the

knife,aided byamildsedative,
thoughIwas awakethroughthe
surgery.

SEE BESTLER,11A
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BESTLER
Dr. RichardDeChamplain

ofCoastal EyeGroup in
Georgetownreplaced a
cloudycataractinmy right
eyewith aclear lens,apro­
cedure that tookless than15
minutes.
Forthenext fewdays I'll

beputting eyedrops inmy
eyeand enjoying lifewith­
outglasses. Already Ican
seeahugedifference inmy
sight. Lifeis brighter and
sharper.
Ahandout fromthe med­

icalcenter saidIshould
refrain fromsomestrenuous
activities for awhile ­
swimming, tennis, jogging ...
golf.
Golf? Really? I asked the

doctor ifIcouldmake my
Tuesday tee time andwas
mildly surprised (andde­

lighted) whenhe toldmeto
go for it.
"Just stay outof the

sand,'" he said.
I'm not sureifthat was

golf advice ormedical ad­
vice, but justtobesure I'm
claiming amedical dis­
pensation fromthe sand.
Forone roundanyway.

CORRECTION
In acolumn last week, I

committed acardinal jour­
nalistic sin inthis electronic
age. Itrusted something I
saw ontheInternet without
furtherchecking and wrote
that Gov. Haley opposedoil
drilling off thecoast of
SouthCarolina.
Severalreaderscorrected

me.Haley,infact,supported
off­shoredrillingasbeneficial

tothestate'seconomy.
It's amoot issue now,

after theObama adminis­
trationdecided nottoopen
the SoutheastAtlantic tooil
drilling. The feds cited,in
part, strong localopposition
fromcoastal communities,
including, ofcourse, Myrtle
Beach.

ContactBob Bestler at
bestler6@tds.net.
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Law limiting harvest
of cobia in S.C. passes
State waters south of Jeremy Inlet now have new limits for
catches of the fish per day

There is also essentially a spawning season closure in the
area with harvesting disallowed in May

Waters north of Jeremy Inlet, including those in Horry and
Georgetown counties, longtime limit to remain in effect
The verdict on cobia

limits and season
restrictions for the
remainder of 2016

in state and federal waters is
in.
The South Carolina Gen­

eral Assembly has passed
legislation designed to
limit the harvest and
increase the stock of

cobia, specifically in the
southern half of the
Palmetto State's coastal
waters.

In state waters (to
three nautical miles off­

shore) south of Jeremy Inlet
at Edisto Island, anglers are
limited to one cobia per
person per day and three per
boat per day.
Also in the same area,

cobia are essentially being

governed by a spawning
season closure, with harvest
not allowed during the en­
tire month of May.
As for South Carolina

waters north of Jeremy Inlet

at Edisto Island, including
Horry and Georgetown
County waters, the longtime
limit of two cobia per day
with a 3 3­inch minimum
size limit and no boat limit
remains in effect until June
20.

On that date, federal
regulations will take over
along the East Coast with all
harvesting of cobia in the
Atlantic Group, stretching
from Georgia to New York,
closed in state and federal
waters for the remainder of

the year.

The stricter limits and

closure south of Jeremy Inlet
are in response to studies
done by South Carolina
Department of Natural Re­
sources' biologists to deter­
mine whether the species
has been overfished in state

waters, especially in the
estuaries of Port Royal, St.
Helena and Calibogue
Sounds.

Biologists found the cobia
populations in this area are
in risk of collapse thanks to
long­term overharvesting.
Biologists say they have

discovered a genetically
distinct population of cobia
that frequent the state's
southern coastal waters.
Studies show the same

population segment returns
each year to the three

sounds, located from Edisto
Island to Hilton Head Is­

land, and reproduce only in
those areas. They do not,
according to S.C. DNR stud­
ies, breed with the larger
offshore population of cobia.
S.C. DNR biologists are

concerned that if this seg­
ment of the cobia population
is further depleted, the spe­

cies could disappear from
these waterways for an ex­
tended period of time.
More than 1,400 anglers

responded to a S.C. DNR
survey to share their opin­
ions about how cobia should

be managed in South Car­
olina waters. Sixty percent
of respondents said they

SEE OUTDOORS, 4B
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would "support"or "strong­
ly support"themost aggres­
sive approachoffered to
reduce harvest andrebuild
the cobia population inthe
southern areas ofthe state.
Manyindividuals and

angling organizations
reached out totheir legisla­
torsand wroteeditorials to
further voice theirconcerns
about the futureof South
Carolina's cobia fishery.
Coastal Conservation Asso­
ciation South Carolinaalso

playedan important role in
supporting the efforts that
resulted inthe new law,
which wentinto effect on
April 29 whenthe legislation
was signedby Gov. Nikki
Haley.

IFA REDFISHTOUR
The tour madeareturn

stop toGeorgetownwith
both aboat andkayak tour­
namentstaged last Saturday
andSunday.

Andre DeMoux of Jack­
sonville, N.C.,and Daniel
Hill of Hampstead, N.C.,
ventured south towinthe
boat tournament held Sat­
urday outof theCarroll
Ashemore Campbell Marine
Complex onthe Sampit
Riverwith a two­fishlimit of
9.74pounds. The two­man
teamsin IFARedfishTour
eventsare allowed toweigh
intworeddrum measuring
withinSouth Carolina's slot
limit of15 to23 inches.

JD Noblesof St.Johns,
Fla., and KyleCraven of
Macclenny, Fla., tooksec­
ond placewith atwo­fish
aggregate of 9.33 pounds.
The localduoof Ernest

Wallaceand BryanMims,
bothof Georgetown, took
thirdplace withan aggre­
gate of9.13 pounds.Another
localduo, Rob Beglin of
Pawleys Islandand Eric
Gobbett of Georgetown,
finished fourthwith an ag­
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gregate of8.94 pounds.
DeMoux andHill fished

grass bankson theislands in
WinyahBay tocatch their
pair ofreds, which weighed
5.27and 4.47 poundsand
earnedthemover $26,000
inwinnings.
DeMoux andHill have

fishedtwo previousIFA
RedfishTour events, both in
Georgetown. The duo stud­
ied onlineto pickout their
fishing spots.
"Georgetown isahuge

area,"DeMoux said."We
didabunchof research off
ofGoogle Earth.Onceyou
know redfish,you canshrink
thearea. We'veonly fished
downhere twicebut we
wereable to buildoffof
those trips.Wehad a game
planandstuck toit.
"Wecaught them all with­

in80 yardsof each other.
Once wegot thefirst one,
weimmediately slowed
down.We keptat it and
that'swhen we caughtthe
5.27­pounder."
The tournament was part

ofthe IFARedfish Tour's
AtlanticDivision, which
features twoevents, both in
Georgetown. The second
tournament will beheld on
Sept.24also at the Camp­
bellMarineComplex.

DaveJaskiewicz of Wando
measured 50.38 inchesof
red drum andspotted sea­
trout to wintheIFA Kayak
Tournament. Kayakanglers
take photos oftheir fish
before releasing themto
determine the winner.
Jaskiewicz caught a red­

fish measuring over 28inch­
es tostart theday and land­
ed a trout measuringover 21
inches. Jaskiewicz won
$2,450inprizes for hisvic­
tory.
Joe Komyati, ofRaleigh,

N.C., wonsecondplace with
a14­inch trout anda32.25­
inchredfish, which wasthe
largest of the tournament.
Nathan Raycroft, of Town­
ville tookthirdplace with a
combined totalof 44.75
inches.

MEATFISHSLAM
The crewof FlashPoint,

led byJoey Teague, weighed
an aggregateof 93.1pounds
towinthe 8th annual
Georgetown Meatfish Slam
outof Georgetown Landing
Marinalast Friday andSat­
urday.
FlashPoint's winning

aggregate was led bythe
largest wahoo caughtby the
38­boat field, a69.7­poun­

der.The crewearned over
$10,000.
TerripanFlyer weighed in

thesecond­largest wahoo, a
43.7­pounder.
Perseverance landed the

topdolphin, a38.0­pounder,
followedbyPain Killerwith
a23.0­pounder.
Suzanna Jules caughtthe

biggest tuna,a30.2­pound
blackfin, followedby Pain
Killer's 23.5­pounder.
Laura Stokes wasthe top

Lady Anglerwith the 23.5­
pound tuna caughtaboard
Pain Killer and PierceParris
was the topYouth Angler
with a 27.6­pound wahoo
caught aboard Christy II.

FAROUTSHOOTOUT
Ocean Isle Fishing Center

inOcean IsleBeach, N.C.,is
hosting the upcomingFar
Out Shootout, atuna, wahoo
and dolphin rodeo, sched­
uled for May7­15.
Boats competinginthe

tournament canfish oneof
eight days, May 7­14,with
an awardsbreakfast set for
May 15.
Formore information,

visit www.OIFC.com or call
(910) 575­3474.

MARLINQUAY CAROLINA
SLAM

The inaugural tournament
will beheld next weekout of
Marlin Quay Marinaoutof
Murrells Inlet,targeting
offshore species ofwahoo,
tuna anddolphin.
Dave Christian ofMarlin

Quay expects a fieldof 30­
40boats inthe tournament,
which kicks off with acap­
tains meeting onThursday
at 5 p.m.
Boats canfishone oftwo

days, Fridayor Saturday,
May 13­14.
Entry fee is$250per boat,

with tournament withina
tournament levelsalso avail­
able.
Call Marlin Quayat

843­651­4444 for more
information.

Gregg Holshouser:
wholshouser@sc.rr.com
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Submitted photo

AndreDeMoux ofJacksonville,N.C.,andDaniel Hillof Hampstead, N.C.,showofftheir
winning redfishwhichweighedan aggregateof 9.74pounds towinanIFARedfishTour
tournamentlastweekendout of theCarrollAshemoreCampbellMarineComplexin
Georgetown.
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ELECTIONS 2016

It's Trump
or bustas
SCGOP
convenes
Saturday
.............................................................

S.C.GOPwillelectdelegates
tothe Republican National
Convention
.............................................................

Trumpsupporters say S.C.
Republicanscomingaround
.............................................................

BY JAMIESELF

jself@thestate.com

As S.C. Republicans gather
Saturday toelect delegatesto
July'sRepublican National
Convention, thequestion is:
Willthey will backpresum­
ptivenominee Donald Trump
with enthusiasm, reluctance
or sit out theNovember elec­

tion?
Until

Wednes­
day,
Trump's
S.C.

opponents were hoping to
electdelegates who could
swingthe nominationaway
fromthe New Yorkbillion­
aire ifhefailed tosecure a
winonthe convention's first
ballot.
ButTrump's path tothe

GOP nominationcleared at
midweek, after U.S. Sen. Ted
Cruz ofTexas andOhioGov.
John Kasich withdrewfrom
the race.
EarlyS.C. supporters say

the reactiontoTrump clinch­
ingthe GOP nominationhas
been enthusiastic.
"I've gotten alotof people

asking if there'sstillroom on
the Trumptrain," saidstate

Rep. JimMerrill, the Berkeley
Republican whohelpedrun
Trump'sS.C. campaign.

SEEGOP,4A

MOREINSIDE

LindseyGraham,Jeb
Bush saythey won't
voteforTrump,3A

FROMPAGE1A

GOP
Other reaction hasbeen

mixed.
After Trump's inevi­

tability became unde­
niable, some S.C.GOP
leaders threw their half­
hearted support behind
Trump.
U.S. Reps.Trey Gowdy

of Spartanburg, who
backed U.S. Sen. Marco
Rubio ofFlorida, and Jeff
Duncan ofLaurens, who
endorsed Cruz, pledged to
back theparty's nominee.
Butthey did so without
naming Trump.
Gov. Nikki Haley –who

backed Rubio andthen

Cruz, and whohasbeen
critical of Trump publicly–
said she alsowill back the
GOP nominee. Haley, too,
did notname Trump.
U.S. Sen. Lindsey Gra­

ham, who also hadsought
the GOP nomination,
named Trump onFriday.
ButGraham didso to say

hecould notsupport
Trump, saying thebombas­
tic billionaire wasnot "a
reliable Republicanconser­
vative"and hasnot "dis­
played thejudgment and
temperament to serveas
commander inchief."
Despite that rancor,

Walter Whetsell, aLexing­
ton­based GOP consultant,
said it is justamatterof
time beforemost Repub­
licans turn their attention
togetting Trump elected.
"It'sgoing totake alittle

time," Whetsell said. "But I
dobelieve that, shortly,
Hillary Clinton will, infact,
bethe great unifier ofthe
Republican Party.
"For whateverproblems

you have with Donald
Trump, Hillary Clintonis
the alternative," Whetsell
said,adding that most
Republicanswill see their
choiceas clear.

Trump'searlyS.C.sup­
porterssaymostPalmetto
StateRepublicansalready
arecomingaroundtoThe
Donald.
Asked whetherhe has

receivedconciliatory calls
fromfellow Republicans
whodid notthink Trump
could win,S.C. Lt.Gov.
HenryMcMaster, who
endorsedthe NewYorker
beforethe February S.C.
primary,joked hehad.
"Everybody wanted to
knowhowIwas sucha
genius."
Trump's success in over­

comingattacks isevidence
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ofhis abilitytobeat the
eventualDemocratic nomi­
nee,supporters say.
"That's oneofthe in­

teresting thingsabout Mr.
Trump's victory ...it has
beenagainst allodds,"
McMaster said. "I've never
seen suchan effort byso
manydifferent peopleand
organizations againsthim.
"There have been some

notable partyleaders and
notable Republicans who
have expendedgreat ener­
gyin trying to diminish his
chances."
But, McMaster added,

Trump"has triumphed
magnificently against
everythingthere was–
except theatomic bomb –
andnowhe's going tothe
convention with thenomi­
nation in hand. It's quitea
story."
StateRep.Merrillsaid,

"Trumpsupporters–now,
afterweeksandweeksof
hearinghownefarious
thingsweregoingtotake
place–arebreathingeas­
ier."
Until this week, Cruzand

Kasichwere working to
electtheir ownsupporters
tospotsat the Cleveland

national convention as
delegates.
IfTrump failed toget the

1,237 delegates needed to
win the nomination onthe
convention's first vote,
insurgent supportersof
Cruz thoughtthey might
then swing thenomination
toCruz onthesecond vote.
Withthat possibility

moot now, Merrill said the
portrayal ofanimosity
between Trump andCruz
supporters hasbeen "over­
done justabit."
"It'salways,alwayscon­

tentious.Therearealways
feelingshurtandsorespots"
inpresidentialprimaries,he
said."Butthepartyrallies
aroundintheend."
Referring to the 2000

battle between U.S. Sen.
John McCain of Arizona
and then­Texas Gov.
George W.Bush forthe
GOP nomination, Merrill
said people "tendtoforget
that we have ahistory of
gloves­off fisticuffs."

SCGOP
Convention
What: S.C.Republicans will
elect 26 delegatesSaturday
toJuly's Republican

National Convention in
Cleveland. The delegates
will join 21delegates
already elected fromthe
state'ssevencongressional
districts and three other
delegates: thestate party
chairman andtwo
RepublicanNational
Committeemembers.At
the nationalconvention,all
50S.C.delegatesmust vote
on thefirst ballotfor
Trump.Trump won the
state'sGOP presidential
primary taking33 percent
of the vote,beatingfive
opponents.

Whereand when:
Columbia Metropolitan
Convention Center,10 a.m.

Speaker: Gov. NikkiHaley
ofLexington

Lt.Gov. Henry McMasterof
Richland
.......................................................

DonaldTrump

Cotton
addressesSC
Republicans
U.S. Sen.TomCotton,
R­Arkansas, said"it's a
great day...tobe a
Republican" butmade no

mentionofhis party'sbig
newsthisweek–that
DonaldTrumpisnow the
presumptivenominee.

Cotton wasthe keynote
speakerat the S.C.
Republican Party'sannual
Silver Elephant dinner.He
said themediatalked a lot
about the possibility of a
competitive primary.

"But politics in oursociety
is about somuchmore
than a campaign andone
electioncycle," hesaid,
adding thatit's about
governing.

Cotton'scomments
focused oncriticizing
Democratic presidential
front­runner Hillary Clinton
and President Barack
Obama, warning ofthe
threats thenation facesin
foreignpolicy.An attorney,
Cotton enlisted in the U.S.
Army infantryin the
mid­2000sand trainedat
FortJacksonin Columbia.

Gov.Nikki Haley, U.S. Sen.
Tim Scott andU.S.Rep.
Trey Gowdyspoke briefly
before Cotton.

­JAMIESELF
.......................................................
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ELECTION2016

SCGOPtoelect
delegates today
BY JAMIESELF

jself@thestate.com

COLUMBIA

As S.C. Republicans
gather Saturday toelect
delegatesto July'sRepub­
lican NationalConven­
tion,the questionis: Will
they willback presumptive
nomineeDonald Trump
with enthusiasm, reluc­
tance or sit outthe No­
vember election?
Until Wednesday,

Trump'sS.C. opponents
were hopingtoelect dele­
gates who couldswingthe
nominationaway fromthe
New Yorkbillionaire if he
failed tosecure awinon
the convention's first
ballot.
ButTrump's path tothe

GOP nominationcleared
at midweek, after U.S.

Sen. Ted Cruzof Texas
andOhio Gov. John Kas­
ich withdrewfrom the
race.
EarlyS.C. supporters

say thereaction toTrump
clinching theGOP nomi­
nation hasbeen enthusi­
astic.
"I've gotten alotof

peopleasking ifthere's
stillroom onthe Trump
train," saidstateRep. Jim
Merrill, the BerkeleyRe­
publican who helpedrun
Trump'sS.C. campaign.
Other reactionhasbeen

mixed.
AfterTrump'sinevi­

tabilitybecame unde­
niable,some S.C.GOP
leaders threw their half­
heartedsupport behind
Trump.
U.S. Reps.Trey Gowdy

of Spartanburg,who
backed U.S. Sen. Marco

Rubio ofFlorida, and Jeff
Duncan ofLaurens, who
endorsedCruz, pledged to
back theparty's nominee.
Butthey did so without
naming Trump.
Gov. Nikki Haley ­who

backed Rubio andthen
Cruz, and whohasbeen
criticalof Trump publicly
­saidshe alsowill back
the GOPnominee. Haley,
too, didnot nameTrump.
U.S. Sen. Lindsey Gra­

ham,who unsuccessfully
sought theGOP nomi­
nation, named Trump
Friday.
ButGraham didso to

say hecouldnot support
Trump,saying thebom­
basticbillionaire was not
"a reliableRepublican
conservative" andhas not
"displayed thejudgment
andtemperament toserve
as commanderinchief."
Despite that rancor,

Walter Whetsell, aLexing­
ton­based GOPconsul­
tant,saidit is justamatter
of timebeforemost Re­
publicans turn their atten­
tion togetting Trump
elected.

"It'sgoing totake a
littletime," Whetsellsaid.
"But I dobelievethat,
shortly, HillaryClinton
will,infact, bethe great
unifier ofthe Republican
Party."
Trump'searly S.C. sup­

porters say mostPalmetto
StateRepublicans already
are comingaround toThe
Donald.
Askedwhether hehas

received conciliatory calls
fromfellow Republicans
who didnot thinkTrump
couldwin, S.C. Lt.Gov.
Henry McMaster, who
endorsedthe New Yorker
beforethe February S.C.
primary,joked hehad.
"Everybody wanted to
knowhow I wassuch a
genius."
Trump'ssuccessin

overcoming attacks is
evidence of hisability to
beat theeventual Demo­
craticnominee, supporters
say.
"That'sone ofthe in­

terestingthings about Mr.
Trump'svictory. ... Ithas
been againstall odds,"
McMastersaid.
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Winthrop University
toaward694
degreesSaturday
Staff report
Winthrop Uni­

versitywill
award de­
grees to694

undergraduates attwo
commencement exercises
at 10 a.m. and3p.m.Sat­
urday atWinthrop Col­
iseum.
Duringthe 10 a.m. com­

mencementfor the Col­
lege ofArts &Sciences
andCollege ofVisual&
PerformingArts, President
DanMahony willreceive
the president's hood.
S.C. Sen.WesHayes,

chairman of theYork
Countylegislative dele­
gation,will readaletter of
congratulations fromGov.
Nikki Haley,while Rock
Hill MayorDoug Echols,
who graduatedfromWin­
throp in1977, will speak
onbehalf of thecity.
Atthe 3 p.m.com­

mencementfor the Col­
lege ofBusiness Adminis­
trationand RichardW.
RileyCollege of Educa­
tion,Mahony willreceive
the president's medallion,
give remarksandwelcome
investiturespeaker Melo­
dyTankersley, thesenior
associate provost and
interimdean ofgraduate
studies at KentStateUni­
versity, whoreceived
degreesfrom Winthropin
1984 and1986.
Graduatesare:

COLLEGEOF ARTS AND
SCIENCES
Bachelor ofArts
Christopher Thomas

Adams,Marquise Jamal
Adams,Courtney Nichole
Adkins,Samuel Adams
Alexander, AaronKeith
Allen, Stephen Harrison
Ateca, Kara AnnBalarezo,
Aaron JosephBall, Alex­
andra HelenBarnett,
Mitchell Garrison Bar­
nette,Kelsey Brooke
Short, Mackenzie Rae
Beaucage, KamryS. Bell,
H. Danielle"Dani" Berry,
Michaela Margaret Bish­
op,Katelyn Renee Black­
well,Kayla Rae Blanc,
Alyssa Renata Bonner,
DontrellQuaye Brailsford,
TamsynAlain Doane
Brasier, RobertCallaway
Breakfield, FabianJo­
hannesBroich, Lucas
Dillon Bryant,Benjamin
John Buchanan,
Thomas Eugene Cala­

mia III, Sara Marisa Cam­
panelli, Clayton Elliott
Campbell, Bryant Timothy
Cannon, Sara LynnCarl­
strom, AmberChristine
Clark,Taylor Brooke Co­
leman, AarinDonte Coop­
er,AyanaMikala Craw­
ford, AustinTyler Cross,
Robin ReneeDaniels­
Joyner, JocelynBlair Da­
vey, StevenLee Davidson,
ChassidyMiyana Davis,
Cara IsabellaDiRisio,

Hannah KathrynDockery,
KiShaDeQendria ShaCole
Donaldson,Dillon De­
metrius Donolds, Michae­
la EllenDunbar,
Annalise ElaineEber­

hard,Kyle WesleyEd­
wards, Raymond Eric
Edwards­DaRosa, Da­
nielle Elizabeth Ellis,
Casey Thomas Espich,
RachaelElizabeth Estes,
AlexisMarie Evans, Kate­
lynMarie Evans, IanRob­
ert Fagan, JosephHamp­
ton Ferguson,Tanner
Clayton Finney,Emily
Katharine Fitzgerald,
Kimberly Brianna Foster,
Kevin LaPatrick Fowler
Jr., Leigh OliviaFransen,
Deborah BerticeFrasier,
Andrew GuyGates,
Heather Katlyn Gay,
Zharne ChannelleGlover,
Cynthia ReneeGordon,
AmberElizabeth Grant,
Marissa Carey Grant,
Zachary BrianGrieger,
Emily ElenaGrom,Mary
Margaret Guilbault,
RachaelRose Hadden,

Jacob TimothyHallex, Joie
Renee Harrison,Luceil
Best Harrison, Anna­Ma­
rie Hayward, LaurieEl­
izabeth Hilburn, Craig
DavidHodge,Emily Crys­
tal Hokett,James Ferrell
RaistlinHolland, Adrienne
Miranda Houston, Krysten
Ann Hudson, DylanReese

Hunt, ShelbyLenoir
Hyatt,Lydia McCullough
Johnson, Patrick Alexan­
derKay, Megan Elizabeth
Kelley, Dyshay Aliyah
Kilpatrick, RachelNicole
King, SamuelEric Kmiec,
Cody TerrenceKnight,
Paul JosephLaffredo III,
Desiree D'Alise LaFre­
niere, CarolineLeigh
Lankford,Ismail Omar
Shabazz Lee,KirstieEl­
izabeth Lorentz, Brandon
Christopher Lounsbury,
Kimberly JoannaMack,

RachaelElaine Malone,
Simone Mercedes Mayers,
Jordan AlexisMcCoy,
Elizabeth Carolina Dela­
ney McDonald, Tiana
Rochelle Latrice McGee,
Andrew Paul McIver,
Elizabeth Heaven
McKnight, MeganSarah
McLean, Jessica Janaí
McMillan, Deiondra
ShaKaylaMcMorris, Ja­
keem Autrel McNeil, Lau­
renMichelle Miller,
McKenzie Taylor Miller,
Jacob BrianMoan, Mar­
guerite LouiseMontanye,
MichaelHunter Mund­
inger, Mackenzie Garrett
Munn, RisaMarie Murray,
Keith Zvikomborero
Mushonga,Andrea Tem­
pleton Myers, Tanner
Joseph Nestle,Cameron
Eric Norris,
Charles MichaelOwens

Jr., Tabitha Kamille
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Owens,Hillary KayePal­
more, MichellePerez,
JesseHoward Perl,Sarah
Jessica Pickus, Danielle
Kristen Platt, ImaniBer­
tell Poole, MalynVictoria
Pope, James Zachary
Price, Ashley N.Proctor,
James Christian Ramsey,
Brittany Jean Rauch,Ra­
chel IreneReed,Mari
Rachel Reeves,Connor
Renfroe,Carolyn Nicole
Rennix, Zane Matthew
Repp, CathyleenOlivia
Rice,William DanielRich­
ard, CoreyLeighton Riley,
Debra NicoleRiley, Car­
olineMary Roark, Brun­
sonCorey Robins,Mieyah
Symon'eRogers, Emily
Nicole Rounds,Joyana
Noel Rudd,
JonathanWilliam Sal­

deen, RachelLogan Sam­
ple,Jessica Breanne Samp­
son, Hakeem Hanny Sam­
ra,Christopher Aaron
Sandlin, AbigailKay San­
tulli, Eva Winifred
Schleicher, Briana Morgan
Schoen, Taniyah Nychellé
Scott, Connie RookShen,
LauraVanessaSimpson,
Melissa Mary Snodgrass,
Marissa Amber­Chae
Southard, DavidYates
Spearman, AshleighNi­
coleStallworth, KelsiDa­
nielle Starks, Hannah
Louise Strong,Amber
LaineStroud,
Skyler AshlynTeal, Sara

Grace Tennant,Angela­
Faith CatherineThomas,
Crystal AlexisThomison,
Taylor Elizabeth Toves,
LinhMy Tran,Rachel
Dara Trueblood, Marie
Rose Tumaniec,Callie
Marie Tyner,Carolyn
Velez, JosephEdward
Vick, TammyMichelle
Walls, Asa StanleyWal­
voort, HollyJade Webb,
BethanyLynn Wells, Jace
Kameron Whitley, Jacob
Christopher Whitmire,
Sara Elizabeth Parnell

Wilcox, AalayahMar­
chette Williams,Veronica
Marie Williams,Sherri
Lynn Wilson, Chrystal
Ann Winzenried, Gerald
Christian Withers, Garrett
Lynn Woolf, Timothy
BlakeWooten and
McKenzie Elizabeth
Workman.
Bachelor ofScience
Cayla RichelleAdams,

AdaezeVivian Aninweze,
Dianna Bardis, JohnWil­
liamBarrera, Cameron
JamahlBenton, Bria Tyesh
Bethea, MollyMcCall
Bishop, AzureDa'Jailyn
Bookman,Maranda Re­
beccaBoyd, Brittnay Eve­
lynBrown, Kayla Diane
Brown, Katlyn Nicole
Brumley,Ingrid Maria
Primina Sylvia Busvetre,
Victoria Miranda Butler,
Susan BridgeCarr, Han­
nah Elizabeth Cheesbor­
ough, MichaelY. Chen,
Rebecca Victoria Chopko,
Chelsea Suzanne Clark,
Stephanie AnneColburn,
Anne ChristelleClemence
Courcelle,
MeganMarie David,

James RobertDean, Imani
SajaeErvins, Esseabasi
Sunday Etim, C.Matthew
Farmer, Samantha Ricar­
da Farmer, Casey Nicole
Finnell,James DavidFord,
DanielleVictoria Gaspa­
rik,Shiannea NicoleGath­
ers,Laura KayGibbs,
Roger R.Gonzalez, Car­
olineMonroe Gooding,
Victoria Lee Gray, Lauren
Ashley Green, Katja
Adean Hall,Anita Patrese
Harris, Shadelle Sade
Herring­Goodson,
BrandonJimmy Hicks,

Shannon Nicole Himes,
Kristin Marie Hinson, Lisa
Renee Howard, Han­Hua
Hsu, Lynnique Monnae
Johnson, Bria Genee
Jones, EmilyElizabeth
Jones, ArnaudFelix Henri
Numa Julien,Nicole Ka­

minski,Dallas Nicole
King, Anna­kayDannyline
Knight, Brittany Carolyn
Langston, Lauren Amanda
Lay,Lauren Ashley Lintz,
JordiLluch Casarramona,
Jessica Kate Logan, Alesha
Marie Love,
Tamber JeleciaMani­

gault, OliviaMaia Manley,
AchilleHerve Marchet,
Tyler ManningMarthers,
Jeanna Rebekah Martin,
Zachary Cheyenne Mas­
ters, JeneahNicole
McBride, BriannaRose
Milks, LaurenBrittany
Miller, CharlesDerick
MillsJr., Morgan Leigh
Mohr, CharlesTyree
Moore, Tanece Nicole
Moore, RachelNicole
Morris,Brianna Danielle
Moss,
Ariba Naz,ThaoMai

Nguyen, Antoine Niez­
borala, Kaitlyn Michelle
O'Brien, Rashell Lynn
O'Neal,Owolabi Chuk­
wuemekaOguntimehin,
StevenJames Patrick,
Alexandria Imani Pinnix,
CourtneyLynn Porfilio,
CeciliaAnne Ralyea, Kris­
tin AvaRamirez, Kathe­
rineMichelle Rhoden,
Ashley RoseRicciardi,
Kyle AustinRine,Kelly
Marie LaRose,
Jessica Maria Shealor,

Benjamin TravisShelley,
Symone M. Smalls,
BridgetteSouthern Smith,
Maya DavitraSmith, Yv­
vey AlbertriceSmith,
KathrynVictoria Stever­
son, AmeliaFlorence
Stockman,Sarah Ashley
Thatcher,Danielle Lee
Thibault, AlexNicole
Thomson, Brooke M.
Tracy,Nicole Langley
Turbeville, Morgan Taylor
Turnow, KonmengVue,
O'JayronSanchez White,
Ashley Shaneé Williams,
Brittni Nia­Joyce Wood­
land, Deanna JoyWorley,
Mathilde CelineMarie

Xavier,Amber Briana
Youngand Jessica Marie
Zinna.
Bachelor ofSocial

Work
Teena MarieJackson­

Allen, Lexi DeniseBarn­
hill, Ashley Boulware
Bizzell, Tracy Elizabeth
Marie Blackwell, Snami
WinnieBlamon, Stephanie
MichelleBrewer, Jalisa
Kelrita Byrd, Brittany
Nicole Cannon,Ashley
Brianna Collins, Haley
MichelleCook, Cristina
Margarita d'Erizans,Shan­
iceNicole Ellis,Tiavon
Shyam Falu, Shannon
Louise Gooding, Lauren
Ashley Goodwin, Natalie
Lynn Hyland,Teresa Lyn­
nett Kikelomo, Madeline
Manfredi,Maiesha LaShay
McCruel, Elissa Margaret
Phillips, Elle MaxinePlat­
tenburger, Kimberly
Greenwood Pope,Miran­
da BreAnne Stevenson,
Monique SwabyandDeli­
lahArielle Turner­Nix.

COLLEGEOF BUSINESS
Bachelor ofArts
Jo­Marie Crews, Anna

Rebecca Eckenrode,Kris­
ta Alexandra Frowein,
JordiLluch Casarramona,
Eduardo Guimaraes Minu­
ciand AbigailElaine
Roush.
Bachelor ofScience
Oluwatobi Olasubomi

Abel, Monica Aguado,
Mohammad Hussain Alk­
huraidah, Marcus William
Allen, Mohanad Faisal
Alotaibi, Carlissa Marie
Alston, Carol Thomas
Bagwell,Ronnie Robert
Baker Jr., TannerKevin
Baker, Patrick JoelBarnes,
Sophia LaNette Barnes,
Emillie AprilRose Benka,
Marcus Juarez Bennett,
Caitlin BethBowman,
Warrick Oswald Bowman
III, MorganneAshley
Brabham, Franklin Marion
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Britt, Rashard Lamar
Brooks, Mark Stephen
Burger, Yutong Cai,Alexis
KarinBadyna, Millie Car­
olineCapps, Jeffrey Mi­
chael Castaldo,Jamalica
Khadica Cathcart, Yang
Chen, SethRiley Cooke,
Sha'RonClayton Cooper,
KeyattaZhané Crowell,
Manshu Dai,Charles

Zachary Davis,Karlie
Elizabeth Davis, Derricka
AlainaDeas, Adrienne
Khaniya Drake,Destiny
LaBrady Drummond,
Christian Lucas Eisen­
stein, Esseabasi Sunday
Etim, KevinEduardo Fer­
reira da Silva, Octavia
Nicole Fletcher, Shannon
Marie Gallagher, Hollie
MichelleGarrett, Tanesha
Katrell­Jenell German,
KhadijahNycole Gillians,
Anna­Kay PatriceGreen­
Woolcock,Billy Don
Greene III,
Martin Ethan Hanner,

MichaelHoward Hanners,
Jessica JeanquelleHarris,
MichaelOscar Harris Jr.,
RamazanAbdulla Heyni,
Salé MonéHolmes, Zhi­
tianHuang, William An­
drewJackson, Jr, Daniel
Justin James,Marcus Tyler
Jamison, Dominque Shan­
iceJenkins, Shaquille
Jaquan Jenkins,Yuqiu
Jiang,Zhen Jiang, Shengjia
Kan,Mohammed Jamal
Kashkari, Kyle EoinKen­
nedy, Steven Khalil,Lau­
renLudell Leaks,Lee­
Quan Montre Lee,Sy­
mone JanayLee, QiuqiLi,
TrayshaunL.Lipscomb,
Huangning Lu, Qincheng
Lu, Alexander Ensminger
Lukens,
Xiaochen Ma,Erial

Nicole Maple,Zachary
Baylen Martof, Breyanah
Shantrelle McNeal, Tam­
myAnn McTaggart,Mi­
chelle Maria Mendez,
Christopher James Miller,

DanaElaine Moore, Clau­
dette ChappellMoseley,
Courtney Sha'Rica Mun­
go,Brittany Lashawn
Neely,Meheret Yohannes
Negash, Jacob TylerNoah,
Schaquilla M. Nunn,
James Donovan O'Brien,
KentN. Obieze, Micheal
Chidera Oguntimehin,
Charlee Breana Payne,
Latavia Nekiel Pearson,
Cody Nathaniel Poole,
Joseph HenryQuiminer,
Halmat Tofiq Rahman,
HollyE. Rankin, Jacob
Thomas Ratier,Peter
Resch Jr., KatilynReFaye
Reynolds, Amanda Erin
Rhoten, ScottEvanRich­
ardson, Jann Margaret
Robinson, Kelsey Annette
Rodgers, Kimberly Nicole
Ryder,
Nathanael Thomas

Schmidt,Avery Mario
ScottJr., Christian Blane
Sease, Brandon LeeSe­
well,LauraGrace Simp­

son, Andrew Bennett
Smith, Erika Nichole
Smith, Justin Patrick
Smith, MeganMarie
Smith, Yuzhi Song, Travis
John Steinacher,Jacob
Bailey SullivanJr., Yux­
iang Sun, Christopher
AlanTaylor, Tanisha Mo­
nique Terrell, James
GreggThomasson II,
Frederick Adam Thomp­
son, JonathanHunter
Thompson, Kathleen
Paige Thompson,Lake­
vionRakeal Thompson,
William Arthur Timmer­
man Jr.,Corey Christian
Tinkler,Robert EllisVe­
reen, Andrea Vestmann,
Mark Thomas Vickery,
Zonchance Vue,David
MatthewWalker, Yixin
Wang,Lantz Cleveland
Weaver, NoahWilliam
Weber,Adam Michael
Wenger,

SEE GRADUATES,6A

FROMPAGE5A

GRADUATES
Christopher WhiteJr.,

Xiaoxiong Wuzhang, Josh­
ua BrianYannotti,Yao
Yao, Miosha Alise York,
LinZhang, RuiqiZhang,
QingyanZhu and Biying
Zhuge.

COLLEGEOF
EDUCATION
Bachelor ofScience
Katie Lynn Acton, Ange­

laRenee Adamson, Katie
RoseannArevalo, Tyler
Macklin Asbill,Kayla
Grace Bakker, Robert
Harrison Barber, Mary
KaitlinBarbero, Molly
LorayBlum, Madison
Hazel Boatwright, Clayton
Andrew Boone, Dylan
Mackenzie Brennand­
McClemont, James Jeffrey
Brewer,Kimberlee Latrice
Brooks, DoriElizabeth

Brown, DavidWayne
Bryant,Noah Scot Bucy,
Brittany Lauren Bullard,
Jakayla C. Campbell,

Ashley ReneeCausey,
Kaylie MarieClaire, Ryan
ScottClemence, Caroline
NicoleCody, Dylan James
Colletti,Katherine Emilie
Conover, Madison Leigh
Cooley, EboniBrooke
Copeland, KatelynTeresa
Corley, ColbyAaron Coul­
ter, EmilyLayne Craft,
Haley Patricia Craft,Za­
naiya La'triceCraig,
GeorgeLogan Daughtry,
Christine PatriceDaven­
port,Amy Carol Davis,
Lauren Elizabeth Dooley,
Annie Elizabeth Dover,
CourtneyEderer­Shelton,
Hjordis Eiriksdottir,El­
izabeth ClareFarrell,
Kaylen Marie Fickes,

JesseNicole Filyaw­Hiu,
Paige ReneeFinney, Jessi­
ca Morgan Ford, Amber
Henri Gadsden,Kaylin
Genna Gragg, Caitlyn
SloanGreene, Brett Benja­
min Hagan,Emily El­
izabeth Hart,Whitney
AlexisHelton, Melanie
Alyssa Hicks, Heather
Marie Hobbs, BradleeS.
Holeman, Jacqueline Ni­
coleHomyk,Mary Han­
nah Howie,Jarvais Javon
Jackson, BrandonKyle
Jacobs, WalkerEvan John­
son, DanielXavier Char­
les, Caitlin Marie Kenne­
dy, Kevin TerrellKenne­
dy, RaniquaAngelica
King, Hayley Marie
Krause,Alexis Nicole
Kroah,
Jessica Maria Law,

Quintessia AngalikLight­

ner, JosephMaxwell Long,
Adam K.Luke, Jocelyn
Renee Mack,Nikita S.
Maigur, Lauren Rebecca
Mangum, Marvonne Anto­
nesa Marston, Kathryn
Charlotte McCann, Logan
Jeanne McCarthy, Les­
leigh NicoleMcDaniel,
KathrynRoland McGee,
BrandonThomas McKel­
lar,Hannah Elizabeth
McMillan, Brittany Jas­
mine McTier,Britton
MichelleMiddleton, Alex­
is TaylorMiller, Autumn
Marie Morris,Justine
Erendira Mummert, Nadia
Ziad Naja, KatelynNash
Aiken, Jessica Nettles
Luke, BeverlyJade No­
bles, MatthewKyle
O'Brien, Coryn Noel
Owens,
Audrey Elizabeth Parra,
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Faith Marie Patterson,
Tyler Alexander Penny­
packer, RahsaanNiri Per­
ry Jr., Sydney DiannPhil­
lips, AliciaKathleen
Poore, EricaDeanne Port­
man, LianaElizabeth
Ramirez, WilliamFrank
Reeves, LaceyMichelle
Rippy, ErinCasey Roberts,
Sherry DianeRoof, Steven
Keith RossJr., Alexis Jean
Rowland, Alexander Tho­
mas Ruppert, SarahEl­
izabeth Sarvis,Katherine
Charlene Schaade, Han­
nah WellsSimmons, Sand­
ra AllisonSims, Sheryl
Marshandra Small, Rebe­
kahMishal Smart,Laura
Elizabeth Smith, Brittney
NicholeSpears, Regan
Elizabeth Stegall, Nathalie
JoiStewart, AnnaElisa­
bethStillinger, Savannah
Lee Sweatman,Sabrina
May Swick,
BlakeJustin Taylor,

BrandonNicolas Taylor,
Octavius JerelThompson,
Ashley BreanneTillman,
Kimberly Nicole Tisdel,
Kaitlyn Elizabeth Tomp­
kins, AshleyCarol Trim­
nal, KristinRebecca Turn­
er,Erin Pendergraph
Tweed, Haylee Morgan

Utter, Zoe AmberWalsh,
Lauren OliviaWatson,
Sarah NoelWebb, Kalie
Nicole Wehunt,Karey
Renee Wengert,Jennifer
LeAnn West, Elizabeth
Marie Whitaker, Albert
Thomas Williams,Brenae
DenyelWilliams, Chelsea
Leigh Williams,Hannah
Elizabeth Williams and
Haley BrockZuehlke.

COLLEGEOF VISUAL
ANDPERFORMING
ARTS
Bachelor ofArts
Sarah ElaineBruce,

DanielleSheray Cannon,
La'Rae DevaughanCar­
michael, Aubree Ja'Nae
Carter, Patricia Nikole
Credit,James Mason Diaz,
Devon LayneDiFederico,
KailaLeeAnn Dockal,
ConnorDavis Fernald,
Shambria Brenee Figue­
roa,Rodrick StevenFrei­
tas,Joseph AustinFry,
Mariah InezGibbs, Jas­
mine Bre'sha Gunter,
Justin EzekielJones,Tay­
lor Nikole Kennedy,Lil­
lian RileyNoel Ketcham,
Tyler YoungLewis,Jenna
Anne Lilly,Nicole Lyndria
Love,Bradie JaneLow­

man,
Dashae MorrisMid­

dleton, Mary LouiseMi­
zell,Mashario Sharae
Morton, Bridget Anne
O'Connor, Elizabeth Ni­
coleOliver, Shivam Vish­
nuprasadPatel, JesseJoel
Pritchard, Kristin Ava
Ramirez, SarahLuisa
Rubinstien,Mackinsey K.
Shahan, MichaelJustin
Squirewell,Kathryn Jean
Thoma, Erica Ja­ki Trues­
dale,Christen Thomas
Wade, Samantha Ashley
Whiteand Haley Denise
Willis.
Bachelor ofFine Arts
Dallas Ryan Austin,

DylanRobert Bannister,
Lindsey MichelleBargar,
ArianaMichelle Brown,
Chelsea MeileeChao, Ah
YoungCheong, Amy Lynn
Ciravolo, ConnorLindsay
Clinch,Taylor Nichole
Farrell, EmilyRosemary
Furr, CourtneyAnna Guy,
Althea Ketchum Holenko,
AlexisLorraine Howard,
MelanieApril Jones,Car­
olineAshley Kalayjian,
KaitlinAlyssa Larke,Yarit­
za XiomaraLuna, Reagan
Edward Martin, Kyahdric
Shaquan Moses,Tung Son

Nguyen, Abigail Hope
O'Daniel,
Andrea J.Perkins, Tara

Lynette Phillips, Tatiana
Earin Rice,Nia Aloia
Ricks,Sarah McCall Ru­
ple,Ashley Victoria Scar­
borough, AmyLynn
Schoch, Brandy Christine
Scholl, Passhunate Alex­
andria Scott,Kathryn
Francis Shaw, Amber
DawnThompson, Kathe­
rineAlisse West, Sharon
Denise(Elder) Willerding,
KathrynBernard, Hayden
Charles Davenport, Mat­
thew KingJohnston,Aa­
ronConner Keithand
Alexander Thomas John
Skiro.
Bachelor ofMusic
Angel LeeThomason.
Bachelor ofMusic

Education
LauraMallory Berley,

Jonathan QuintonBusch,
Christian MichaelFolk,
NicholasJay Glick, John
Andrew Goodale,Thessa­
lonia"T.J."Graham Jr.,
Leianne NicoleJohnson,
Emily Meghan Milford,
LexHenry Nordlingerand
NecieLenore Wolfe.
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JEFF SOCHKO Heraldfile

WinthropUniversitywillawarddegreesto694undergraduatesattwocommencementexercisesat10a.m.and3p.m.SaturdayatWinthropColiseum.
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DECISION2016

Trump orbustas
S.C.Republicans gather
.......................................................

S.C.GOPwillelect
delegatestothe
RepublicanNational
Convention
.......................................................

Trumpsupporters say S.C.
Republicanscoming
around
.......................................................

"HillaryClintonwill...be
thegreat unifierofthe
RepublicanParty," GOP
operativepredicts
.......................................................

BY JAMIESELF

jself@thestate.com
COLUMBIA

As S.C. Republicans
gather Saturday toelect
delegates toJuly'sRepub­
lican NationalConven­
tion,the question is:Will
they will backpresumptive
nomineeDonald Trump
with enthusiasm, reluc­
tance or sitoutthe No­
vember election?
UntilWednesday,

Trump'sS.C.opponents
werehopingtoelectdele­
gateswhocouldswingthe

nomination
awayfrom
theNew
Yorkbillion­
aireifhe
failedto
secureawin
onthecon­
vention's
firstballot.

ButTrump'spathtothe
GOPnominationclearedat
midweek,afterU.S.Sen.
TedCruzofTexasand
OhioGov.JohnKasich
withdrewfromtherace.
EarlyS.C. supporters

say thereaction toTrump
clinching theGOP nomi­
nation hasbeen enthusi­
astic.
"I've gotten alot of

people asking ifthere's
stillroom onthe Trump
train," said stateRep. Jim
Merrill, the BerkeleyRe­
publican who helpedrun
Trump's S.C. campaign.
Other reactionhasbeen

mixed.
AfterTrump'sinevi­

tabilitybecameundeniable,
someS.C.GOPleaders
threwtheirhalfhearted
supportbehindTrump.

U.S. Reps.Trey Gowdy
of Spartanburg, who
backed U.S. Sen.Marco
Rubio ofFlorida, and Jeff
Duncan ofLaurens, who
endorsed Cruz,pledged to
back theparty's nominee.
Butthey did so without
naming Trump.
Gov.Nikki Haley –who

backed Rubio andthen
Cruz, and whohasbeen
criticalof Trump publicly–
said she alsowill back the
GOP nominee. Haley,too,
did notname Trump.
U.S.Sen.LindseyGra­

ham,whounsuccessfully
soughttheGOPnomi­
nation,namedTrump
Friday.
ButGraham didso to

say hecouldnot support
Trump, saying thebom­
basticbillionaire wasnot

"a reliableRepublican
conservative" andhas not
"displayed thejudgment
and temperament toserve
as commanderinchief."
Despitethatrancor,

WalterWhetsell,aLexing­
ton­basedGOPconsultant,
saiditisjustamatterof
timebeforemostRepub­
licansturntheirattention
togettingTrumpelected.
"It'sgoingtotakealittle

time,"Whetsellsaid."ButI
dobelievethat,shortly,
HillaryClintonwill,infact,
bethegreatunifierofthe
RepublicanParty.
"For whateverproblems

youhavewith Donald
Trump, Hillary Clintonis
the alternative," Whetsell
said, adding that most
Republicans will seetheir
choice asclear.
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ELECTION2016

SCGOPtoelect
delegates today
BY JAMIESELF

jself@thestate.com
COLUMBIA

As S.C. Republicans
gather Saturday toelect
delegatesto July'sRepub­
lican NationalConven­
tion,the questionis: Will
they willback presumptive
nomineeDonald Trump
with enthusiasm, reluc­
tance or sit outthe No­
vember election?
Until Wednesday,

Trump'sS.C. opponents
were hopingtoelect dele­
gates who couldswingthe
nominationaway fromthe
New Yorkbillionaire if he
failed tosecure awinon
the convention's first
ballot.
ButTrump's path tothe

GOP nominationcleared
at midweek, after U.S.
Sen. Ted Cruzof Texas
andOhio Gov. John Kas­
ich withdrewfrom the
race.
EarlyS.C. supporters

say thereaction toTrump
clinching theGOP nomi­
nation hasbeen enthusi­
astic.
"I've gotten alotof

peopleasking ifthere's
stillroom onthe Trump
train," saidstateRep. Jim
Merrill, the BerkeleyRe­
publican who helpedrun
Trump'sS.C. campaign.
Other reactionhasbeen

mixed.
AfterTrump'sinevi­

tabilitybecame unde­
niable,some S.C.GOP
leaders threw their half­
heartedsupport behind
Trump.
U.S. Reps.Trey Gowdy

of Spartanburg,who
backed U.S. Sen. Marco
Rubio ofFlorida, and Jeff
Duncan ofLaurens, who
endorsedCruz, pledged to
back theparty's nominee.
Butthey did so without
naming Trump.
Gov. Nikki Haley ­who

backed Rubio andthen
Cruz, and whohasbeen
criticalof Trump publicly
­saidshe alsowill back
the GOPnominee. Haley,
too, didnot nameTrump.
U.S. Sen. Lindsey Gra­

ham,who unsuccessfully
sought theGOP nomi­
nation, named Trump
Friday.
ButGraham didso to

say hecouldnot support
Trump,saying thebom­
basticbillionaire was not
"a reliableRepublican
conservative" andhas not
"displayed thejudgment
andtemperament toserve
as commanderinchief."
Despite that rancor,

Walter Whetsell, aLexing­
ton­based GOPconsul­

tant,saidit is justamatter
of timebeforemost Re­
publicans turn their atten­
tion togetting Trump
elected.
"It'sgoing totake a

littletime," Whetsellsaid.
"But I dobelievethat,
shortly, HillaryClinton
will,infact, bethe great
unifier ofthe Republican
Party."
Trump'searly S.C. sup­

porters say mostPalmetto
StateRepublicans already
are comingaround toThe
Donald.
Askedwhether hehas

received conciliatory calls
fromfellow Republicans
who didnot thinkTrump
couldwin, S.C. Lt.Gov.
Henry McMaster, who
endorsedthe New Yorker
beforethe February S.C.
primary,joked hehad.
"Everybody wanted to
knowhow I wassuch a
genius."
Trump'ssuccessin

overcoming attacks is
evidence of hisability to
beat theeventual Demo­
craticnominee, supporters
say.
"That'sone ofthe in­

terestingthings about Mr.
Trump'svictory. ... Ithas
been againstall odds,"
McMastersaid.
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S.C.delegation half­heartedly pledges
to support Trump asnominee
Mostin S.C.'s Republicandelegation saytheywillsupport
Trumpas nominee
...........................................................................................................................

Sen.LindseyGrahamwas recently calling Trump
'completelyunhinged'
...........................................................................................................................

Noplans yet toattendthe 2016Republicannational
conventioninClevelandinJuly
...........................................................................................................................

BY VERABERGENGRUEN

vbergengruen@mcclatchydc.com
WASHINGTON
SouthCarolina's congres­

sionaldelegation haskepta
low profileonthe election
front sinceDonald Trump
became the de factoRepub­
lican nominee for president
onWednesday.
Amongthe D.C. repre­

sentatives ofadeeplyRe­
publican statethat handed
the businessmanaresound­
ingprimary wininFebruary,
there wasno acknowledg­
ment onsocial mediathat
their partyhad for allintents
decided onapresidential
candidate, no statementsof
support.
Whenpushed, they gave

tepid answersinunison.
The offices ofRep. Trey

Gowdy,who hadendorsed
FloridaSen.Marco Rubio,
andRep. Jeff Duncan, who
hadendorsed TexasSen.
TedCruz, saidthey would
"support theRepublican
nominee."Neither actually

named Trump.
Gov.NikkiHaleysaidthe

samethingonWednesday,
andaddedsheis"notin­
terested"inbeingconsidered
forthevicepresidentslot.
Sen.Tim Scott's campaign

spokeswoman, Margaret
Spaulding, issued astate­
ment toMcClatchy onhis
behalf, saying,"As (Scott)
hasconsistently saidover
the pastyear,hewill support
the Republicannominee."
Sheadded, "Nowthat

Donald Trump isthe pre­
sumptiveRepublican nomi­
nee,the Senator will do
what hecanto assisthis
campaign; however, his
focus willremain onhis own
reelectionand servingthe
people ofSouth Carolina."
Justafewhoursbefore

TexasSen.TedCruzsus­
pendedhiscampaignTues­
day,takingwithitanyhopes
ofstoppingTrump'snomi­
nation,Sen.LindseyGraham
wastweetingthatTrumpwas

"completelyunhinged."
"Ifwe nominateTrump,

we willget destroyed …and
wewill deserveit," he
tweeted.
Cruzdroppedhispresi­

dentialbidafteradevastating
losstoTrumpinIndiana's
Republicanprimary,anda
daylaterOhioGov.John
Kasichfollowed.
Graham, avocalcritic, has

keptuncharacteristically
quiet sinceTrump's nomi­
nation became allbut inevi­
table, onlypraising Cruz and
Kasich for"offering an al­
ternative toDonald Trump."
Theircolleaguesfacesimi­

lardilemmas.Onlyonesen­
ator,Alabama'sJeffSessions,
andsixteencongressmenhad
endorsedTrumpbyThursday
afternoon.
SpeakingtoCNN, House

Speaker Paul Ryanof Wis­
consindeclined tosupport
thepresumptive nominee.
"I'mnot there right now,"

hetold CNN'sJake Tapper.
Meanwhile,Republican

PartyleadersinSouthCar­
olinahaveshownmoreen­
thusiasm,callingfortheparty
tounifybehindTrump.
So far nomembers ofthe

South Carolinadelegation in
D.C. have planstoattend
the Republican national
convention inClevelandin
July. Haley's office saidthe
governor would make a
decision inJune.
"Thegovernorisfocused

onfinishingthelegislative
sessionstrong–andonceit's
over,she'llmakeadecision
ontheconvention,"press
secretaryChaneyAdamstold
McClatchy.
With manyof themupfor

re­election thisyear, the
S.C. delegation in Congress
is likely weighingjusthow
much enthusiasm they have
to muster insupportof
Trump inastatewherehe
won.
Forthe time being,they

are staying outof it asmuch
as possible.
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